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BELCHERTOWN – At the beginning of 
the year, local students Taden Baker and 
Kasey Gibbons worked hard perfecting 
their musical prowess to compete in the 
local, state, and national music ensembles. 

The National Association for Music 
Education’s 2022 All National Honor 
Ensemble featured the best, brightest and 
most talented students from across the 
country. 

In total there were 543 students par-

ticipating in the event, held Nov. 5-6 at 
National Harbor, Maryland. These two 
outstanding musicians traveled from 
Belchertown to Boston, and then to the 
national competition. 

Students were chosen through a compre-
hensive audition process. It takes training, 
fortitude and gumption for any musician to 
be recognized; but to be chosen as one of 
the 543 performers takes grit and determi-
nation.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Kasey Gibbons and Taden Baker are shown at the National Association for Music 
Education’s National Music Ensemble event.

Belchertown students performed 
in National Honor Ensemble

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

GRANBY – Voters approved a $5.6 
million project to renovate the former 
West Street School building to be used 
as municipal offices at the town’s Special 
Town Meeting.

During the meeting, members of the 
West Street Building Committee spoke to 
the advantages of the project, which will 
use 44,000 square feet for existing and 
potential use for the town offices. 

Committee member Micheline Turgeon 
said the building is currently being used 
for storage and the town insures the build-
ing for $23,000 annually. 

One of the reasons for the project is 
due to the fact the town is renting the 
Town Hall Annex building for $25,000 
annually and has 18 months to determine 
what to do with the offices within the 
building since the property owner is seek-
ing to sell it. 

The town is set to use $1.8 million in 
ARPA funds, $1.4 million in unspent 
prior general fund articles and $2.3 mil-
lion in unspent capital project articles. 

The cost of the project includes instal-
lation and/or repairs of a sprinkler/fire 

protection system, windows and doors, 
the HVAC system, a water system and 
PCB and asbestos removal. The funding 
also covers Owners Project Manager’s 
fees, designer/engineer fees and contin-
gency, according to the future of the West 
Street building document on the town’s 
website. 

There are cost variables including the 
removal of an underground oil tank and 
the removal of universal waste and haz-
ardous waste from the building. 

However, the benefits of the projects 
outweigh the risks of higher cost items, 
according to the voters. 

Turgeon said the savings of maintain-
ing one building versus three for main-
tenance, plowing, heating and more is 
worth it as well as having a building large 
enough to suite the town’s needs. 

“We need a plan for our future and start 
kicking the can down the road,” she said. 
“It is our opinion that this project will 
present the town with a building that is 
completely free of hazardous material, 
capable housing all existing offices, stor-
age of all documents and records in one 
location capability of housing addition-

Voters approve West 
Street building project

Save the Eagles Day:
Efforts to restore bald eagle 
population paying off

BELCHERTOWN – Jan. 10, 2023, has 
come and gone, but it’s important for this 
story, as it was National Save the Eagles Day. 

The day is set aside to raise awareness 
about eagles, and to be grateful for the 
efforts of the conservationists. Here in the 
Belchertown area, the Quabbin Reservoir, 
run by the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, monitors the eagle population. 

According to the information available at 
the Quabbin Visitor Center, the number of 
eagles was drastically reduced from hunting 
and deforestation upon the completion of the 
Quabbin Reservoir in the 1940s.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF MASSWILDLIFE)
Bald eagles have become an increasingly com-
mon sight thanks to conservation efforts.

FEBRUARY

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Eagle Scout candidate from Boy Scout Troop 507 Zachary Mavlouganes (center) and his crew of 
volunteers completed raised planting beds to be donated to the Community Living Center at the 
Northampton Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

BELCHERTOWN – At 17 years old, 
Zachary Mavlouganes from Boy Scout 
Troop 507 had been nearing the end of 
his journey to earn the rank of Eagle 
Scout in February 2023.

On  Sa tu rday,  Feb.  11 ,  2023 , 
Mavlouganes gathered a crew of 14 
Scouts and adult helpers to build raised 
planting beds for the Community Living 
Center at the Northampton Veterans 

Affairs Medical Center.
These are not ordinary planting beds; 

they are specifically designed to be acces-
sible by wheelchair users at the center.

Created using plastic barrels cut in 
half and mounted on wooden frames, 
Mavlouganes made sure each planting 
bed could be comfortably reached from 
wheelchair level.

Boy Scout’s Eagle project 
benefits veterans

As another 
year nears its 
conclusion, 
we reflect 
back on 
those stories 
that defined 
2023. Here 
is a time-
line of the 
community’s 
most-import-
ant stories 
from the year, 
from breaking 
news, the 
schools, town 
government, 
events, and 
more.

Please see VOTERS, page 8
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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BELCHERTOWN – Bel -
chertown Family Center decided 
in February 2023 to make the Toy 
Swap a permanent fixture by cre-
ating a Community Closest. 

The Community Closet is 
located at the center and is 
becoming a very important hub to 
the community. 

When Board Members Natasha 

Martin, Nicole Dunham and 
Courtney Pucel decided to contin-
ue the Toy Swap back in January 
they had no idea that they would 
be receiving the amount of inter-
est that they have had.

It was an inspiration, and it 
filled a void that was evident in 
the community, said Pucel.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY COLETTE LEFEBVRE-DAVIS)
The Belchertown Family Center has created a successful Community Closet since 
the Toy Swap.

Community Closet opens at 
Belchertown Family Center

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS OR ROAST .............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN 
CUTLETS .................................

USDA INSP. 

$249
lb

SALE DATES: 12/28/23-1/3/23

$219

lb
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SPARE RIBS ..............

$179

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE T-BONE STEAK 
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......
USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

PARTY CUT 
CHICKEN WINGS 4 LB BAG ..........

$999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 CT

COOKED SHRIMP 22.3 OZ BOX ......

$144
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
ROAST BEEF .....................

$799
lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$799

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$299

$399

lb

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST ..............
USDA INSP.  2 1/2 LB BOX
KAYEM FROZEN

NATURAL CASING HOT DOGS 

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL AVRIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
$199

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$399
lb

$799
lb

$399
lb

$989
lb

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TGI FRIDAY’S LOADED CHEESE 
& BACON POTATO SKINS 3 OZ BOX lb

$799

WISHING YOU A HAPPY 
& HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
We will be closed New Year’s Day

7 EAST STREET, GRANBY MA
413-537-3047

Fugler Excavating
& Septic

60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

Easy Tank Swap Out! 
Great Prices!

No Delivery Fees! 
Call For Details!

CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM

  

FEBRUARY
Clapp Memorial 
Library hosts LEGO 
Master Builder

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Clapp Memorial Library host-
ed a variety of family-friendly 
activities in 2023, such an event 
in recognition of National LEGO 
Day, which commemorates the 
day the creator of LEGO filed 
for a patent in Denmark. 

The library invited children of 
all ages to attend a LEGO build 
in the morning through the after-
noon, followed by a presenta-
tion by Dan the Master LEGO 
Builder, in the Town Hall. 

“Each child who attended the 
LEGO build earned a raffle tick-
et,” said Jennifer Whitehead, the 
Children’s Librarian. “This is the 
first year we have done this and 
even though we didn’t have the 
movie last night we had about 60 
people attend the LEGO building 
earlier.”

National LEGO Day celebration:

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY COLETTE LEFEBVRE-DAVIS)
LEGO Master Builder Dan Steininger instructs the children using a model that a 
child brought in to show him.

AMHERST – While many 
other events were canceled and 
rescheduled due to the bitter cold 
hitting the valley in February 
2023, Amherst Cinema did not. 

Afterall, sitting in a warm 
movie theater singing about 
the cold outside the door is an 
immersive experience. 

The event was a part of 
Winterfest Amherst, a 15 days 
of winter celebration. It began 
on Jan. 28 and will continue until 
Feb. 11. 

Children were excited, some 
dressed as Elsa, and others as 
Olaf; however, Elsa was the star 
at the event. At $5 a family, the 
“Frozen” sing-along and move 
screening quickly sold out.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS 
BY COLETTE LEFEBVRE-DAVIS)

Clover, age 5, of Amherst was excited 
to attend the sold-out sing-along on 
Saturday at the Amherst Cinema. 

Amherst Cinema’s hosts ‘Frozen’ 
screening and sing-along

MARCH

BELCHERTOWN – In March 
2023, the Clapp Memorial ded-
icated their recently reopened 
children’s area to longtime volun-
teer Greg Dillard.

“Greg Dillard volunteered 
his own time and talents to help 
build a new Duplo table and a 
bench for the Children’s Area,” 
said Library Director Cyndi 
Harbeson. “It was a recognition 
of his work for the library.”

Dillard, who has dedicated his 
time for over 10 years, stepped 
forward and cut the ribbon at the 
ceremony on Feb. 21. This sym-
bolic act in itself initiated a new 
era of playtime and reading fun at 
the Clapp Memorial Library. 

“I work on things every now 
and then for the library,” Dillard 
said, adding that the library was 

in need of storage cabinets.

(COURTESY PHOTO BY FRAN FERRY)
Clapp Memorial Library Director Cyndi Harbeson and Greg Dillard cut the ribbon 
during a dedication ceremony of the children’s area at the library. The area was 
dedicated in Dillard’s honor.

Clapp library
honors Greg 
Dillard 
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COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinic

Flu shot available!

Located:
Education to Employment (E2E)

79 Main St.
Ware, MA 01082

3 pm - 6 pm
Monday January 22, 2024

Pfizer  & Moderna available.
Bring your ID, insurance card, and

vaccination card (if you do not
have an insurance card, you can

still get the vaccine).
All vaccinations are no cost to you,

walk-ins and families welcome!

Please use QR Code or the link to pre-register:
https://tinyurl.com/yckyb5da

Please direct any questions to Arianna Palano at
apalano@townofware.com,413-478-2526.

Supported by Healthy Quaboag and
The Rural Vaccine Equity Initiative

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: M-F 8-5:30, Sat 8-12
www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.
See Us,
Your
Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts or

Accessories?

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

MARCH

GRANBY – Officials were 
one step closer in March 2023 
to finding answers to an almost 
45-year-old cold case murder, 
with the identification of the 
“Granby girl.”

At a press conference held 
at the Granby Police Station, 
First Assistant District Attorney 
S t eve n  E .  G a g n e  o f  t h e 
Northwestern District Attorney’s 
Office, revealed that “Granby 
girl,” was identified as 28-year-
old Patricia Ann Tucker.

“Nearly 45 years after her 
death, we’ve finally identified 
the young woman whose remains 
were found here in the woods,” 
Gagne said, crediting the break-
through to “old-fashioned police 
work” and “recent advances in 
forensic genetic genealogy.”

Tucker’s clothed skeletal 
remains were discovered on Nov. 

15, 1978, buried under leaves on 
a logging road off of Amherst 
Road.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
“Granby girl” has been identified as 
28-year-old Patricia Ann Tucker. 

Cold case murder victim 
‘Granby girl’ identified

BELCHERTOWN – Professor 
Bugman carried in several con-
tainers, hurrying to keep the win-
ter weather off of his precious 
cargo, in March 2023.

What he carried was the attrac-
tion that drew children and their 
families to the Clapp Memorial 
Library on Saturday, at an event 
called “The Arthropod Petting 
Zoo.” 

The Professor himself. Bryan 
Man, has a background in ento-
mology, earning his master’s 

degree in 2011 from North 
Carolina University. He brought 
all of his knowledge and enthu-

siasm to the library as he drew a 
dark shiny beetle for the children 
to regard and pet.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY COLETTE LEFEBVRE-DAVIS)
Professor Bugman, Bryan Mann, holds a millipede up to participants to show the 
difference between the centipede and millipede.

Professor 
Bugman and 
his zoo visit 
Clapp library

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – Town 
Administrator Gary Brougham 

announced earlier this year that 
he would begin his retirement in 
early June following a resigna-
tion letter to the Selectboard. 

Brougham’s contract was sup-

posed to end on June 30, but he 
said he opted to leave early for 
his mental and physical health. In 
his March 2023 letter, he said his 
last day of employment will be 

on June 3. 
“When you have a posi-

tion like this, it’s not a nine 
to five. It’s not Monday 
through Friday. This just 
becomes your life,” he said. 
“It’s situations like a freeze 
up at Sportshaven, East 
Street flooding or winter 
storms…It’s part of your 
life, a significant part of 
your life.”

In his letter, Brougham 
said “recent decisions 
made by some members 
of the board leave me little 
to no choice to make this 
announcement.”

TA announces early retirement in April 2023
APRIL
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE 7AM – 6PM
CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Craft Beers, Wines, Craft Beers, Wines, 
Champagnes Champagnes 

and Proseccosand Proseccos
FOR A SPARKLING NEW YEAR!

Buy 6 Bottles of Wine
Mix & Match ~ Save 10%

For New Year’s For New Year’s 
CelebrationsCelebrations

Holiday Food
Call to Order 589-7071

Ready For Pick Up
GREAT HOSTESS GIFTS
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets, 

Entertainments and MORE!

Gourmet Gourmet 
Gift BasketsGift Baskets

Select Holiday 
Candy & Specialties

UP TO 50% OFFUP TO 50% OFF
Holiday Decorations

UP TO 50% OFFUP TO 50% OFF

Cocktail Shrimp, Cocktail Shrimp, 
Stuffed Mushrooms,Stuffed Mushrooms,
Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna,Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna,
Deli Platters, Deli Platters, 
Fruit or Veggie Trays,Fruit or Veggie Trays,
Fresh Baked Pies Fresh Baked Pies 
and Dessertsand Desserts

Special Brightly Special Brightly 
Blooming CyclamenBlooming Cyclamen

4 Inch Pots $6.99
6 inch Pots $12.99

Pretty Pinks, 
Purples & Reds

Wishing a Happy, Healthy 

To All Our Customers & Friends!

 

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Installs • Change Outs
Duct Work • Mini Splits • Repair Service

Residential & Commercial

413-335-7530

All Air HVACAll Air HVAC
❄

APRIL

Sees a year of 
scholarships, 
caregiver recognition

BELCHERTOWN – It was a year 
of progress for the nonprofit Nick’s 
Wave of Changes, instituting college 
scholarships for Belchertown gradu-
ating seniors and honoring caregivers, 
and its annual spaghetti supper.

The nonprofit was created to keep 
Nick Boileau’s memory alive last year 
in the wake of his death in June 2021 
from acute myeloid leukemia. Always 

one to try to make the world a better 
place, his family and friends decided 
to keep his memory alive by provid-
ing scholarship to Belchertown High 
School seniors and to acknowledge 
caregivers in the general area. 

“He would think this was awe-
some,” said his sister, Erica Lasewicz, 
of the scholarships and caregiv-
er awards, and plans for more. “He 
would be so happy that his memory 
was being kept alive. He made those 
waves in his life and even though he’s 
no longer with us, those changes are 
still happening.”

BELCHERTOWN – At the close 
of last year, efforts to rename the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation’s Quabbin Visitor Center 
were successful

As of April 2023, the Visitor 
Center is named in memory of two 
people who dedicated much of their 
lives to the Quabbin Reservoir, and 
were key in the creation of the Visitor 
Center.

The Visitor Center will now be 
called the Les and Terry Campbell 
Quabbin Visitor Center, and it will be 
dedicated in their memory at a cere-
mony on Sunday, June 4 at 1 p.m.

This honor comes two years after 
Les’ death in 2020 at the age of 95. 

His wife Terry, died in 2007 at the 
age of 66. 

“We’ve been working on this for 
two years,” said Paul Godfrey, board 

member of the Friends of Quabbin, 
Inc., a nonprofit organization with 
over 300 members across the country.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE)
Shown from left are Paul Godfrey, Anne Ely and Mark Lindhult standing next to a poster Lind-
hult made using photos of Les and Terry Campbell, and some of Les’ photos of the Quabbin 
Reservoir. 

Quabbin Visitor 
Center renaming 
honors Campbells

Nick Boileau and his sister, Erica, are seen 
here as teenagers. The nonprofit, Nick’s 
Wave of Changes, was created to keep 
his memory alive following his death from 
acute myeloid leukemia.

Nick’s Wave of Changes to 
hold second spaghetti supper

BELCHERTOWN - The 
Belchertown Town Hall and 
the Select Board’s Office at 

the Finnerty House will be 
closing at noon on Friday, 
Dec. 29, for the New Year’s 

holiday. Offices will reopen 
at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 2, 
2024.

Town Hall announces holiday schedule
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24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
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Dear Editor,

As we come to the close of 2023 and 
reflect on all the activities that made it so 
full, we want to take a moment to acknowl-
edge and thank the Belchertown residents 
who have volunteered their time and 
offered their wisdom to the organizations 
and events that make this town shine. We 
are grateful for your energy and support 
for Belchertown. We have the privilege of 
serving a town where there are too many 

organizations and activities to list. Your 
efforts are seen and appreciated. Thank 
you.

 Have a warm and wonderful close 
to this year, we look forward to making 
another bright and bountiful new year 
alongside you, our dedicated residents.

With much gratitude,

Steve Williams, Town Administrator
and the Belchertown Selectboard

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Are spousal benefits 
always a factor?

Dear Rusty:
Both my wife and I have worked our entire lives. 
When we retire, will we both be entitled to full benefit 

amount each or will there always be a spousal factor in 
there? Also, how are those benefits calculated – based 
on your highest salaries throughout your career, or your 
ending salaries when you retire? 

Signed: Looking Ahead

Dear Looking:
Prior to retiring from work is a smart time to investi-

gate how Social Security will fit into your golden years. 
To answer your second question first, each person’s per-
sonal SS retirement benefit is based on the highest earn-
ing 35 years over their entire lifetime, with earlier years 
adjusted for inflation. 

The person’s Average Indexed Monthly Earnings, 
essentially the person’s lifetime average inflation-adjust-
ed monthly earnings amount, is first determined. 

Using AIME, the person’s Primary Insurance Amount 
is calculated using a special benefit formula which will 
yield a PIA of about 40% or less of the person’s AIME. 
The PIA is the amount received if benefits start in the 
month full retirement age or “FRA” is attained, as you 
can see, Social Security likes acronyms.  

Since you and your wife were both born after 1959, 
FRA for both of you is 67. The age when you claim ben-
efits, relative to your FRA, determines how much you’ll 
get. Claim before FRA and your benefit is reduced; 
claim after your FRA and your SS retirement benefit 
will be more (up to age 70 when maximum is reached); 
claim at your FRA and your benefit will equal your PIA 
– the full (100%) amount you’ve earned from a lifetime 
of working.  

Spouse benefits only come into play if the PIA for one 
of you is less than 50% of the other’s PIA. In that case, 
the spouse with the lower PIA gets a “spousal boost” to 
their own SS retirement benefit when claimed. 

The amount of the “spousal boost” will be the differ-
ence between the lower PIA and half of the higher PIA, 
but the amount of the “spousal boost” (as well as the 
person’s own SS retirement amount) will be reduced if 
benefits are claimed before full retirement age. Any time 
SS benefits are claimed before full retirement age, those 
benefits are permanently reduced.  

If one spouse is entitled to a “spousal boost” from the 
other, the spousal amount will reach maximum at the 
recipient’s full retirement age. Thus, if the lower earning 
partner’s highest benefit will be as a spouse, then that 
spouse should not wait beyond their FRA to claim. If, 
instead, the lower earning partner’s own SS benefit at 
age 70 is more than their spousal amount, waiting longer 
than FRA to claim could be prudent, depending on life 
expectancy.  

So, as you can see, deciding when to claim Social 
Security benefits should consider many things, includ-
ing financial need, work status if claiming before FRA, 
marital status and life expectancy. But it is your lifetime 
earnings which determines your SS retirement benefit 
amount, and it is how your FRA entitlements compare to 
each other that determines whether spousal benefits will 
be paid.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 

Thank you to all the Belchertown volunteers

Dear Editor,

The Granby Free Public Library would 
like to express our gratitude to all of the 
businesses and neighbors for taking part 
in our “There’s Snow Place Like Home 
Snowman Scavenger Hunt,” for both giving 
a temporary home to one of our Library 
Snowmen and for the kind donations of 
prizes for our winners. This event and their 

participation has once again brought joy to 
our community members, both young and 
old.

Alphabet Soup Preschool Plus
A to Z Science Store

Cindy’s Drive-In
Granby Country Grain

Pampurred Puss
Town of Granby
The Wine Haus

‘There’s Snow Place Like Home’ a success

Kissinger left complex 
foreign policy legacy

Possibly no one had more influence on 
American foreign policy in the late 20th 
century than Henry Kissinger, who died 
last month at age 100. In his long and active 
career, he advised presidents, carried out 
policies and initiatives, and was a highly 
visible figure around the world.

While it’s early to pronounce judgment 
on his legacy, it’s clear that his impact is 
deeply mixed. His accomplishments were 
both positive and negative. He was respect-
ed and he was reviled.

Kissinger is the only person to have 
served as national security adviser and sec-
retary of state at the same time, positions 
he held in the Nixon and Ford administra-
tions. He was brilliant and secretive, and he 
wasn’t much focused on the human cost of 
his policies. 

He was interested in strategy, not values.
He showed little interest in democratic 

governance or transparency. A creature of 
the executive branch, he seemed to almost 
scorn the idea of three separate and coequal 
branches of government. 

You sometimes got the impression he had 
contempt for Congress.

I was not close to Kissinger, but our 
paths did cross on foreign policy matters. 
I served in Congress, and we approached 
policy from different perspectives. 

Coincidentally, we were both connected to 
the commission that investigated the 9/11 
attacks. 

Kissinger was the original pick to chair 
the group, and former Sen. George Mitchell 
was to be vice chair. Both stepped down 
because of perceived conflicts of interest. 

Former New Jersey Gov. Tom Kean 
chaired the 9/11 Commission, and I was 
vice chair. 

Kissinger’s view of the world, which he 
characterized as sober realism, may have 
been influenced by his background as a Jew 
who spent his childhood in Nazi Germany, 
before his family fled and settled in New 
York. He was a very talented man and, 
wherever he went, in academic, policy cir-
cles and government, he rose to power very 
quickly. 

In the 1970s, Kissinger was wide-
ly praised for his diplomatic work. When 
he was named secretary of state in 1973, 
a Gallup Poll found him to be the most 
respected man in the world.

COURTESY OF THE WELLS LIBRARY
LEE HAMILTON PHOTO COLLECTION

Rep. Lee H. Hamilton is shown shaking hands with 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger in this circa 1969 
photo; with Rep. William Broomfield in the background. 

Comments on
  Congress

By Lee Hamilton

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661. Please see HAMILTON, page 14
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37 State St., Belchertown • 37 State St., Belchertown • 413-323-0706413-323-0706
www.LaTrattoriaBelchertown.com

SALADS • DINNERS • PIZZA
SUBS • BEER • WINE

Happy Happy 
New Year!New Year!

Hodgen Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
 ✦

Wishing You A Happy & Healthy New Year!

WESTOVER
AUTO SALVAGE

RECYCLE CENTER
“Salvage the Best – Recycle the Rest!”

147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN
Used Auto Parts.... If we don’t have it we’ll locate it 

through our nationwide network! Bring us your waste oil, 
scrap steel and old batteries FREE of Charge!

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8 to 5, Sat. 8 to 1

413-323-4210 • 1-800-358-5100

A GREEN 
COMPANY

LIKE US ON

Happy
New 
Year!

Alix & Son’s
COMPUTER CENTER

Call 323-1122 John Alix, owner
40 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202N)

BELCHERTOWNa 

• Upgrades & 
 Accessories

• In-Home or 
 Business
 Service Repairs

• Wired/Wireless 
Networking 
and Internet

i 

 

Call 413-323-1122
40 Daniel Shays Hwy. 

(Rt. 202 North)  • BELCHERTOWN

John Alix, owner

Happy
New Year!

Let us help you set up 
your new gifts from 

laptops to TV’s
Rte. 116 & Bay Road, South Amherst

(413) 253-9528

...where local is just the beginning!

Happy
New Year!atkinsfarms.com

BOYDEN & PERRON, INC.
Outdoor Power Equipment

41 South Whitney Street, Amherst
253-7358 • www.boydenandperron.com 

Happy New Year 
           from all of us at

REECE AUTO BODY
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road, Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

Happy New Year!AJ’s Autobody
ASE Certified • Reg. Shop 3199

■  Family Owned and Operated
■  Over 35 Years Experience
■  Precision Frame Straightening
■  Custom Painting & Color Matching
■  State of the Art Paint Booth
■  Glass Replacement
■  Insurance Approved

FREE

ESTIM
ATES

Collision
Specialist

39 W. State Street, Granby, MA 0103339 W. State Street, Granby, MA 01033
Tel: 413-467-2533 • Tel: 413-467-2533 • Fax: 413-467-2500Fax: 413-467-2500

644 Newton St., South Hadley • 413-536-0794
www.verylsautomotive.com

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.
VERYL’S

HAPPY
NEW YEAR
From Our Family to Yours

BELCHERTOWN – Parents and 
community members congregated 
in the Belchertown High School 
auditorium in May 2023 to wit-
ness a student production of the 
musical “Once.”

As the end of the school year 
drew nearer, Belchertown High 
School’s drama and music depart-
ments were set to showcase their 
version of the musical “Once.” A 
collaboration between students 
and faculty alike, the play featured 
wonderful acting, choreography, 
singing and music.

“Once,”  a  p lay  by  Edna 
Walsh, tells the enchanting tale 
of a Dublin street musician who’s 
about to give up on his dream of 
making it big in New York City 
when a beautiful young woman 
takes a sudden interest in his 
haunting love songs. 

Boscher elected 
as chair in 
Selectboard reorg

BELCHERTOWN – Following 
the annual town election, the 
Selectboard reorganized and 
Selectboard Chair Ed Boscher 
was appointed to the position in a 
three to two vote.

Selectboard members Jen 
Turner, Lesa Lessard Pearson 
and Ed Boscher were in favor and 
members Peg Louraine and Ron 
Aponte were opposed. 

During the discussion of the 
next chair, Selectboard members 
discussed the tradition of electing 
the former vice chair as the chair 
of the board. In the last iteration 
of the board, former member Jim 
Barry served as chair and Aponte 
as vice chair.  

Louraine nominated Aponte 
to be the next chair of the board, 
which was seconded by Aponte. 

Turner nominated Boscher to 
be the next chair of the board.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MATTY ANDERSON)
The cast poses for a commemorative photo with Diretor Josh Guerraz and Co-Director Mrs. Leighton.

Belchertown High School  presents ‘Once’
MAY

‘Stealth’
candidate 
Steve Williams 
steals show
DPW Director 
appointed next TA

BELCHERTOWN – After inter-
viewing three candidates,  the 
Belchertown Selectboard unanimous-
ly opted for a fourth, Department 
of Public Works Director, Steve 
Williams, in May 2023.

He became the town’s first new 
Town Administrator in over two-and-
a-half decades, replacing long-time 
Town Administrator Gary Brougham. 
Brougham retired in early June. 

The search for a new Town 
Administrator included a $10,000 
allocation to hire Community 
Paradigm Associates, a consulting 
firm, to help with the search. 

A screening committee narrowed 
the search down from 20 candidates 
to three, each of whom was inter-
viewed last Tuesday. 

Scott Szczebak, Thomas Guerino 
and Brian Domina were each inter-
viewed for an hour. At the end of the 
evening, the board opted to wait to 
decide until its meeting on Monday, 
May 1. 

Szczebak currently serves as direc-
tor of human resources in Wellesley, 
Guerino as the executive director of 
the Greenfield Housing Authority 
and Domina as the town administra-
tor in Whately. 

Beginning their deliberation, 
Selectboard member Ron Aponte 
reviewed each candidate’s strengths 
and weaknesses.

BELCHERTOWN– Chestnut 
Hill Community School hosted 
the second annual Umbrella of 
Wellness Fair in May 2023.

The Umbrella of Wellness 
Fair is a collaborative event 
organized by the Belchertown 
Overcoming Addiction Together 
committee and the Belchertown 
Drug-Free  Communi t i e s ’ 
Program Director Kris Hoag. 
The event was entirely free to 
the public and family-friend-
ly. Food trucks provided light 
meals, and fun and engaging 
activities raised the community 
consciousness about addiction.     

Since last year the event 
has more than doubled in size. 
It featured booths and tables 
set up by fifty-five nonprof-
it organizations, a free raffle 
giveaway supported by dona-
tions from forty-five local busi-
nesses and activities hosted by 
the Belchertown Recreation 

Department. 
The mission of the Umbrella 

of Wellness Fair is “the aug-
mentation of holistic well-being 
within the community through 
education, engagement, and 

empowerment.” It accomplishes 
this mission by creating an envi-
ronment that educates the com-
munity on addiction prevention, 
treatment, recovery and mental 
wellness.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, PHOTO BY MATTY ANDERSON)
Alene Motta and Linda Alleman, working the front desk.

Umbrella of wellness keeps Belchertown Umbrella of wellness keeps Belchertown 
residents dry fromresidents dry from drug abuse’s reign of terror
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Sale of Real Estate Under M.G.L. C. 183A:6 

Friday, January 5, 2024 @ 12:00 noon
18 Palmer Road, Unit 5, Monson, MA

Woodridge Place Condominium

This 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom townhouse unit has +/- 1,470 sq ft 
including eat-in-kitchen and living/dining room. Central air. 
Full basement. Private back patio. Oversized 1car garage.

Terms of Sale: A deposit of $5,000 per unit, by cash, certified or bank check 
will be required at the time & place of sale. Balance due within 30 days. 
All other terms announced at sale. Auctioneer makes no representations 
as to the accuracy of the information contained herein.

HARVARD AUCTIONEERS COMPANY
www.harvardauctioneers.com

617-817-0462          MA LIC# 1431

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & ADVERTISING DEADLINE
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 28 Noon

al office space for town growth, 
capable of conducting town elec-
tions and town meetings, provid-
ing a safe location for seniors and 
all their needs, make it easier for 
companies and contractors to con-
duct business in town.”

One important aspect of the 
project, which was described by 
Finance Committee Chair John 
J. Libera Jr. as four projects 
wrapped into one, is the removal 
of a single wall oil tank. 

“That’s the first thing they’re 
going to do before they do any-

thing else is start drilling holes 
around to find out whether or 
not there’s any leakage from that 
tank,” he said. 

The second, third and fourth 
parts, so to speak, are the reloca-
tion of the offices from the Town 
Hall Annex building, consolida-
tion of all the offices in one place 
in Granby and using funds that 
were already allocated by the 
town rather than having to raise 
taxes. 

Resident Heather Howes asked 
if the oil tank project was more 
expensive than the town antici-
pated, what would happen to the 
funding.

“Are these funds then allocat-
ed all towards the oil tank is it 
stopped and then there’s another 
vote?” she asked.

We s t  S t r e e t  B u i l d i n g 
Commit tee  member  Kev in 
O’Grady said yes, and “then we’ll 
come back and say okay, this is 
what we cost for the tank and see 
what we have left and try to do 
what we can with the project or 
start back at square one.”

Resident David LaPlante asked 
where the funding would come 
from for the offices.

Turgeon answered that the 
offices will be moving their own 
furniture. 

“We just have to renovate the 
room itself. Like I said, light, 
paint, what is required and maybe 
some walls or space like that, but 
they’re bringing other things with 
them,” she said.

In opposition of the project 
included proposals to use request 
the residents propose ARPA proj-
ects and use the ARPA funding 
for the oil tank removal. 

There were questions regard-
ing using funds for the Granby 
Jr. Sr. High School, but members 
of the Finance Committee said 
if the town were to spend over 
30 percent project fund limitation 
that would trigger state require-

ments to renovate the building to 
become ADA compliant. 

There was an attempt to amend 
the article made by resident Lisa 
Petraglia, who proposed using 
the ARPA funds to remove the oil 
tank and hire a designer. 

Town Moderator Lynn Mercier 
said the amendment was out-
side of the scope of the project 
and outside the description, so it 
couldn’t be considered. 

Discussion on the project was 
ended after a resident proposed 
calling the questions and voters 
approved the article with a simple 
majority. 

VOTERS from page 1

JUNE

Memorial Day draws crowds  
BELCHERTOWN - The Memorial Day 

service this year began at South Cemetery 
with a salute to all the veterans interred 
there. About twenty guests were present 
for this 15-minute ceremony.

The Official Color Guard, assumed by 
the Sons of the Union Veterans of the 

Civil War, L.A. Tifft, Camp 15, SUVCW, 
had come from Springfield to spend 
Memorial Day in Belchertown.

Michelle Grube, a new pastor at the 
Hope United Methodist Church, offered 
an opening prayer that reaffirmed the 
essence of the day: “They gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice,” she said of those killed in 
action.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, PHOTO 
BY CHRISTAL WHELAN)

The official Color Guard: Sons 
of the Union Veterans of the 
Civil War, L.A. Tifft Camp 15, 

SUVCW came from Springfield 
for the rtown’s Memorial Day 

ceremony. 

Cherishing the departed 
and the missing:

Assisted-living 
community thriving

BELCHERTOWN - “I’m not the old-
est. We have one lady who 
is 102, and another 101,” 
said 97-year-old Ann Genero 
at the fifth anniversary cel-
ebration for the opening 
of Christopher Heights in 
Belchertown in June 2023.

Christopher Heights assist-
ed living facility formed part 
of a larger project for rejuve-
nating the former state school 
property. The town was 
awarded a $3 million state 
grant through MassWorks 

Infrastructure to develop a mixture of 
residential, commercial and recreational 
development. Walter Ohanian, CEO of 
the Grantham Group, LLC, expressed his 
indebtedness to Gary Brougham, town 

administrator at the time, and 
Claire O’Neill, project coordi-
nator of MassDevelopment, for 
being advocates in his develop-
ment of Christopher Heights.

Addressing guests and resi-
dents on this joyous occasion, 
Ohanian said, “It’s wonderful 
to see another beautiful June 
day here. When I first visited, 
it was just a piece of land with 
a hope. This facility stands 
exactly where the old hospital 
used to be.”

Christopher Heights Belchertown celebrates its fifth anniversary with the Decades Band providing 
entertainment.

Christopher Heights celebrates 
its fifth anniversary:

Ann Genero
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
Contractors

(413) 323-6116(413) 323-6116
SCHEDULING SERVICE:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

413-323-9966MA Lic. #11406

www.dfplumbingandmechanical.com

Residential & Commercial
PLUMBING SERVICES

• New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs 
• High Efficiency Gas Boilers

• All Types of Hot Water Heaters 
Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE  – 
May 24-31, 2024
Call now – January 15 deadline!

Dec. 30 ....Moulin Rouge! ..................................$125
Jan. 27 .....Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations ........$99
March 16 .Frozen at P.P.A.C. ..............................$130
May 4 ......Kennedy Library .................................$95
Aug. 30 ....7-night Nova Scotia Cruise from $1499

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Neighborhood
MarketplaceSUPPORT 

THESE 
HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

Promote
Your Business 

Today!
This space is available

413-283-8393
mmcgarrett@turley.commmcgarrett@turley.com

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE

JUNE

BELCHERTOWN -  F i l l i ng  t he 
Town Hall auditorium to capacity, over 
100 people, from two to 94, attended 
Belchertown’s second annual Pride Flag-
Raising Ceremony in June 2023. 

People just kept pouring into the audi-
torium. They arrived with so much enthu-
siasm and then the size of the turnout 
sparked even more excitement and ener-
gy. As the Pride Flag-Raising Ceremony 
coordinator and co-founder of Belchertown 
Pride this was a great moment. 

In response to the large crowd, 
Belchertown High School student Daniel 

Cormier said, ”I was very surprised 
because I expected a small turnout, maybe 
more kids from the high school. However 
there were many older folks and it really 
made me emotional.”

The program included guest speakers 
Representative Aaron Saunders, Chief of 
Police Kevin Pacunas, Select Board mem-
ber Lesa Lessard Pearson, and the 2023 
LGBTQ+ Honoree, Bonnie Strickland. The 
Clapp Memorial Library had a large exhibit 
of LGBTQ+ books and there was a dedicat-
ed table with free souvenirs sponsored by 
several local banks.

(SUBMITTED PHOTO BY MARC BARRETTE)
Tegan Mannino (left), the technology librarian at The Clapp Memorial Library in Belchertown, sets up an 
exhibit of LGBTQ books at the Belchertown Pride Flag-Raising Ceremony. 

Pride Flag-Raising Ceremony

The new face 
of the Clapp 
Memorial Library, 
Cyndi Harbeson

BELCHERTOWN – Cyndi Harbeson 
is the new face of the Clapp Memorial 
Library.

As of June 13, Harbeson has acted as 
the library’s director, and with her she 
brings a strong background in history to 
the table. Considering the historic archi-
tecture of the library, having a strong 
understanding and respect for its history 
is crucial.

Harbeson previously worked at the 
Jones Library in Amherst as the head of 
Special Collections. “I basically curated 
a collection at the library for historians to 
utilize,” she said.  

As for her transition into her role as 
director, she added, “It was a big shift, 
I had my start in a library working in 

JULY

(TURLEY PHOTO BY MATTY ANDERSON)

Special Collections, but there was a bit of 
a learning curve to help get things up and 
running again after Covid. Thankfully, the 
staff here is amazing.”

BELCHERTOWN – Following “a 
very difficult discussion,” the Selectboard 
voted to close the building housing the 
Belchertown Family Center on 51 State St. 
in July 2023. 

Town Administrator Steve Williams 
began the discussion stating that he has been 
and continues to be a supporter the Family 
Center, but that the building is not safe. 

“Six months ago, in my role at the DPW, 
we spend a considerable amount of time 
trying to address the roof leaks,” he said. 
“We prepared a lengthy capital improve-

ment plan for that building.”
These improvements included the roof-

ing, windows, siding and a furnace.
He said they did everything to stop the 

roof leaks, but earlier in July, a leak was 
discovered, and it is unknown where it’s 
coming from.

“We’ve exhausted all our efforts to repair 
that. It’s time to replace the roofing,” he 
said. 

Later, the Belchertown Family Center 
Committee contacted Williams to tell him 
that the ceiling was wet.

Family center closed by Selectboard
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BELCHERTOWN – Susan 
Canning, director of KEVS 
Foundation, Inc. made a donation 
in July 2023 that continued to 
honor the late Kevin J. Major, 
while providing a lifesaving 
resource for the town.

On July 19, Canning donated 
an AED to Belchertown, at the 
Chestnut Hill Recreation Area on 

State Street.
 “Cardiac arrest doesn’t just 

happen with older adults, it hap-
pens to kids and athletes as well, 
we saw that with the Buffalo 
Bills,” she said. “This isn’t a 
replacement to the firefighters, 
police and EMTs, you guys are 
crucial.” 

TURLEY PHOTO BY MATTY ANDERSON
Susan Canning, Shannon LaPlante, Tyler LaPlante, Kyle Thibeault and Steve Williams are shown alongside the members of the 
Fire Department and Police Department.

JULY Recreation department 
receives AED donation

JULY CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM—The last time 
that the Agawam girls’ varsity 
basketball team began the regu-
lar season with a 3-0 record was 
six years ago. 

The Brownies opened the 
2017-18 regular season with 
victories against Westfield, 
East Longmeadow, and West 
Springfield before suffer-
ing a home loss to Springfield 
Central.

A year ago, Agawam won its 
first two games of the season 
versus Ludlow and Westfield 
before losing to Central Division 
rival Belchertown by ten points 
on the road.

After kicking off the 2023-
24 regular season with a pair 
of wins against Drury (45-37) 
and Pope Francis (40-39), the 
Brownies once again faced 
Belchertown in their third game. 

Unlike a  year  ago,  the 
Brownies improved to a perfect 
3-0 following a 62-36 victory 
over the Orioles at Cliff P. Kibbe 
Gymnasium, last Tuesday night.

“We’ve played very well so 
far this season and I’m hoping 
that it continues,” said Agawam 
head coach Tim Murphy. 
“Because our first two games 
were very close, we couldn’t 
play very many players. We 
were able to play everyone in 

tonight’s game, which was very 
nice. A couple of players scored 
their first career points in a var-
sity game.” 

It has been more than 15 years 
since the Agawam girls’ basket-
ball team, who also had a 3-0 
league record, won its first four 
games of the regular season. 

A total of eleven players 
scored at least two points for the 
home team in the first meeting 
of the season against the Orioles 
(1-2, 0-2). 

Agawam offense too 
much for Orioles

AMHERST – Last Monday at Orr 
Rink, Amherst Regional hockey defeat-
ed Chicopee 6-1. The Pacers, which now 
have a five-school co-op that includes 
Chicopee Comprehensive, South Hadley, 
Granby, and the Pioneer Valley Chinese 
Immersion Charter School, is 0-3 to start 
the season but did score its first goal of the 
season in the first period of the contest. 
Chicopee’s co-op was scheduled to host 
the Holiday Classic mini-tournament at 
Fitzpatrick Rink in Holyoke earlier this 
week. Agawam and Gardner were among 
the scheduled participants in the tourna-
ment.

Amherst keeps Chicopee co-op winlessAmherst keeps Chicopee co-op winless

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Connor McDonell, of Granby, goes after a puck behind the goal.

Stephen Samson tries to clear the defensive zone.

Mike Beaulieu is pressured near the boards. Caleb Lundgren holds the puck looking to make a pass. Alex Rachele makes his way up the ice.

Rams win 
third straight

GRANBY – After a loss to 
start the season, Granby girls 
basketball has won three straight, 
including a 38-31 triumph over 
Ware High School on Tuesday, 
Dec. 19. The Rams slowed down 
scoring a bit in the second half, 
but their defense held up after 
building a good lead in the sec-
ond quarter. Granby was led by 
Aubrey Parent with 12 points 
followed by Autumn Sicard with 
a 10-point performance. Granby 
was off for the holiday vacation 
and returns to action on Jan. 4.    

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Brenna Moreno flies for the layup.

Eleanor Szlosek eyes the hoop before 
shooting.

Myline Laliberte goes for long-range 
jump shot.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY SCIBELLI
Chloe LaRoche tries to keep the ball inbounds.

Logan Moses goes for the close-range 
shot.

Alexa Karabestos looks for a team-
mate to inbound the ball to.

Morghan Litz gets ready to make 
another pass.

Please see ORIOLES, page 12
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The trio of junior Marlee 
Montagna, junior Mia Canavan, 
and sophomore Bella Laprise, 
who are starters, led the way 
offensively for the Brownies. 

Laprise scored nine of her 
game-high 15 points during the 
second half. She also scored 
a team-leading 17 points in the 
Brownies 40-39 win at Pope 
Francis four days earlier. 

M o n t a g n a  a n d  C a n ava n 
chipped in with 11 points apiece 
against Belchertown. Canavan 
recorded a double-double with 15 
rebounds.

Agawam’s other two starters 
were junior Katelyn Cleavall (8 
points) and sophomore Sophia 
Laprise (4 points). 

“Everybody shot the ball very 
well in tonight’s game,” Murphy 
said. “I don’t have very many 
complaints offensively.”  

Sophomore Carly Calabrese (3 
points) and senior Amber Bates 
(2 points) scored their first varsity 

points in the fourth quarter.
Bates is the only senior listed 

on the Agawam varsity roster. 
“Amber is a great kid, and she 

knows her role on the team,” 
Murphy said. “She’s a very good 

softball player and enjoys play-
ing basketball. She’s one of our 
leaders.”  

The Orioles, who had won the 
previous three games in the series, 
didn’t play very well in their third 
road game. 

“You just have to give Agawam 
a lot of credit. They played 
very well, and we didn’t,” said 
Belchertown head coach Jason 
Woodcock. “There are eleven 
players on our team and only two 
of them have any experience at 
the varsity level. We made a lot 
of mistakes, but this was a good 
learning experience for us. We do 
have a couple of weeks off now 
and it’ll give us some extra prac-
tice time.” 

Junior Chloe LaRoche, who 
scored seven of her team-high 11 
points after halftime, and senior 
Laura Cote (5 points) are the only 
experienced varsity players for 
the Orioles.

LaRoche, who didn’t play in 
the Orioles season opening loss at 
Pope Francis because of an injury, 
scored 18 points in a blowout win 

at Mount Greylock on Dec. 15.
One of the five freshmen list-

ed on the Orioles varsity roster 
is Morghan Litz, who scored 
eight points against the Brownies. 
Sophomore Alexa Karabetsos 
added six points.

The Orioles, who held the lead 
a couple of times early in the 
contest, were trailing 12-8 with a 
little more than a minute remain-
ing in the first quarter following a 
Litz lay-up. 

In the closing seconds of the 
opening quarter, Montagna buried 
a 3-pointer from the left side. 

Cleavall made another 3-point-
er from the top of the key less 
than a minute into the second 
quarter pushing the Brownies lead 
into double digits (18-8) for the 
first time.

With less than two min-
utes remaining in the first half, 
Agawam, who forced more than 
25 turnovers, built a 30-12 lead 
following a lay-up by Bella 
Laprise. 

Field goals by Karabetsos and 
freshman Isabella Vozzella (2 

points) did close the gap to 30-16 
at halftime.

The Brownies, who led by as 
many as 19 points in the third 
quarter, entered the final eight 
minutes of the contest holding a 
41-23 advantage. 

The Orioles managed to slice 
their deficit down to 48-35 with 
3:40 remaining in regulation fol-
lowing a Karabetsos lay-up and a 
made free throw from LaRoche.

“I think the next time that we 
play Belchertown, it’ll probably 
be a much closer game,” Murphy 
said. “They’re a young team, but 
they never stopped playing hard. 
Coach Woodcock is also a very 
good basketball coach.”    

The Brownies closed out the 
game with a 14-1 run with the 
help of eight free throws.      

The second meeting of the 
regular season between the 
Central Division rivals is sched-
uled to take place on Jan. 18 at 
Belchertown High School.

ORIOLES from page 11

Laura Cote holds the ball outside the 
arc.

❚ SPORTS 

WALPOLE, N.H. – Granite 
State Pro Stock Series officials 
announced Friday the sched-
ule of events for the 2024 rac-
ing season. The series slate 
includes a nine-race champion-
ship battle spread from May to 
October, with the championship 
event taking place at Lee USA 
Speedway’s Octoberfest week-
end.

T h e  G r a n i t e  S t a t e  P r o 
Stock Series will visit five dif-
ferent tracks in 2024: Lee, 
Star  Speedway,  Claremont 
Motorsports Park, Riverside 
Speedway and Speedway 95. 
The schedule begins with the 
annual 100-lap spring event at 
Star Speedway in Epping, New 
Hampshire, this year on Saturday, 
May 4 with a Friday night prac-
tice on May 3. From there, 
teams will roll to Claremont 
Motorspor t s  Park  fo r  the 
Memorial Day weekend, with a 
main event set for Sunday, May 
26.

On Saturday, June 8, the series 
will make the first of two visits to 
Lee USA Speedway. That will be 
followed by the first of two races 
at Hermon, Maine’s Speedway 

95 on Saturday, June 16. After a 
few weeks off, the schedule con-
tinues with a return to Claremont 
for Independence Day weekend 
on Friday, July 5 with a special 
event. 

The high-banks of Hudson 
International Speedway will host 
the series again on Sunday, July 
14, while Riverside Speedway 
returns to the schedule with an 
event on Saturday, August 10. 
The final two events of the year 
will take place at Speedway 95 
on Sunday, September 15 and 
Lee’s Octoberfest weekend, 
where the champion will be 
decided, on Saturday and Sunday, 
October 5-6.

“Our 2024 schedule is shaping 
up to be one of the best in our 
history,” Mike Parks, President 
of the Granite State Pro Stock 
Series, said. “Return trips to plac-
es like Star, Speedway 95, Lee 
USA and Riverside, mixed with 
us getting back on the high-banks 
of Hudson, will produce an excit-
ing championship battle for fans 
to follow during the summer of 
2024.”

Additional information regard-
ing the 2024 Granite State Pro 

Stock Series schedule including 
event registrations, rules and 
more will be available soon. For 
the latest news, fans and teams 
are encouraged to visit gspss.net 
and follow the series on social 
media.

2024 Granite State Pro Stock 
Series Schedule

Saturday,  May 4  -  Star 
Speedway - Epping, N.H. 

Sunday, May 26 - Claremont 
Motorsports Park - Claremont, 
N.H. 

Saturday, June 8 - Lee USA 
Speedway - Lee, N.H.

Sunday, June 16 - Speedway 
95 - Hermon, Maine

Friday, July 5 - Claremont 
Motorsports Park - Claremont, 
N.H. 

Sunday, July 14 - Hudson 
In te rna t iona l  Speedway  - 
Hudson, N.H.

S a t u r d a y,  A u g u s t  1 0  - 
Riverside Speedway - Groveton, 
N.H. 

Sunday,  September 15 - 
Speedway 95 - Hermon, Maine

Saturday/Sunday October 5-6 
- Lee USA Speedway, Lee, N.H.

Daniel Tkaczuk 
will take over as 
interim head coach 
in Springfield

SPRINGFIELD – On Dec. 
13, St. Louis  Blues  President 
of Hockey Operations and 
General Manager  Doug 
Armstrong announced 
t h e  t e a m 
has  relieved  Craig 
B e r u b e   o f  h i s 
coaching duties and 
named  Sp r ing f i e ld 
T h u n d e r b i r d s  h e a d 
coach  Drew Bannister  interim 
head coach.  Bannister will travel 
to St. Louis on Wednesday and 
serve his first game behind the 
bench on Thursday when the 
Blues host the Ottawa Senators.  

Bannister,  49, has spent 
the past three seasons with 
the Blues’ AHL affiliate in 
Springfield, leading the team to a 
93-58-19 regular-season record.   
The Belleville, Ontario, native 
has also guided the Thunderbirds 
to consecutive playoff appear-
ances, including 2021-22, when 
they won the Eastern Conference 
and reached the Calder Cup 
Final.

Bannister began his coaching 
career in the Ontario Hockey 
League (OHL), where he spent 
three seasons as an assistant with 
Owen Sound and three as head 
coach with the Soo Greyhounds.   
He also served as head coach of 
the AHL’s San Antonio Rampage 
and as an associate coach with 
the Utica Comets.   As a player, 
Bannister’s career spanned over 
20 years and included 164 NHL 
regular-season games between 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
Edmonton Oilers, Anaheim 
Mighty Ducks, and New York 
Rangers.

In addition, Thunderbirds gen-
eral manager Kevin Maxwell has 

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t   D a n i e l 
Tkaczuk will take over the head 
coaching duties in Springfield on 
an interim basis.

Tkaczuk, 44,  joined the St. 
Louis Blues organization in 
2016 as an assistant coach with 
the club’s AHL affiliate, the 
Chicago Wolves. After spending 
the 2017-18 season as a Skills 

Coach with the Blues, he 
rejoined the AHL affili-

ate as an assis-
tant coach under 

Bannister in 2018, 
a role he has held ever 
since, including a pro-
motion to Associate 

Head Coach in 2022.
The Toronto, Ontario native 

began his coaching career in 
the OHL as an assistant coach 
with the Owen Sound Attack 
from 2011-15 before spending 
the 2015-16 season with the 
Kitchener Rangers. Tkaczuk 
and Bannister were co-assistant 
coaches with Owen Sound from 
2012-15.

Tkaczuk was the sixth over-
all draft pick in the 1997 NHL 
Draft by the Calgary Flames 
and played 12 professional sea-
sons in both North America and 
Europe. As a member of the 
Saint John Flames, Tkaczuk cap-
tured a Calder Cup champion-
ship in 2000-01. He was tied for 
second among Flames skaters 
with 10 goals in the Calder Cup 
Playoffs that season.

In 286 AHL games with Saint 
John, the Worcester IceCats, 
Br idgepor t  Sound Tigers , 
Charlotte, Syracuse, Rochester, 
and Hartford, Tkaczuk posted 
59 goals and 109 assists for 168 
points. He was a career point-
per-game performer in the play-
offs, scoring 14 goals and adding 
17 assists in 29 career Calder 
Cup playoff contests. Tkaczuk 
also skated in 19 NHL games 
with Calgary, putting up 11 
points (four goals, seven assists) 
in the 2000-01 season.

Granite State announces Pro 
Stock Series 2024 schedule

T-Birds coach gets call to NHL, 
named interim coach of Blues

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame announced the list of eli-
gible candidates for the Class of 
2024, including several high-pro-
file, first-time nominees, includ-
ing the 2008 U.S. Olympic Men’s 
Basketba l l  Team (“Redeem 
Team”), Vince Carter, Seimone 
Augustus, Bill Laimbeer, Rick 
Barnes, Mike Fratello and Penny 
Taylor. 

A first look at the list of eligi-
ble nominees will be provided by 
“NBA Today” on ESPN, hosted 
by Malika Andrews, with Class 
of 2023 Hall of Famer Becky 
Hammon, Kendrick Perkins, 
Chiney Ogwumike, and Brian 
Windhorst. A complete list of eligi-
ble candidates can be found below.

Finalists from the Honor’s 
Committee for the Class of 2024 
will be announced on Friday, 
February 16, in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, during NBA All-Star 
Weekend.

The entire Class of 2024 will 

be unveiled during the NCAA 
Final Four in Phoenix, Arizona, on 
Saturday, April 6, in a nationally 
televised broadcast.

T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  t i m e 
and  broadcas t  ne twork  for 
both the Finalist and the Class 
Announcement will be announced 
in the near future.

Enshrinement weekend will 
begin at the Mohegan Sun on 
Friday, August 16, with the Tip-
Off Celebration and Awards Gala, 
followed by the Enshrinement cer-
emony on Saturday, August 17, at 
Springfield’s historic Symphony 
Hall.

VIP Packages for the Hall of 
Fame Enshrinement Weekend will 
go on sale on Friday, February 
16. All single-event tickets to the 
Ceremony, Tip Off Celebration, 
and Awards Gala, as well as other 
ancillary events, will go on sale 
on Saturday, April 6, at 12:00 p.m. 
EST. All packages and tickets 
will be available for purchase at 
hoophall.com.

The complete listing of events 
and pricing will be released by 
Feb. 1.

The Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame also announced chang-
es to its election process that will 
more carefully examine candi-
dates from the International, Men’s 
Veteran’s, Women’s Veteran’s, 
and Contributor Committees. 
Since 2011, the Hall of Fame has 
allowed these categories to be 
stand-alone ‘direct-elect’ commit-
tees with the objective of ensuring 
candidates who may have ‘fall-
en through the cracks’ received 
focused and specialized consider-
ation in these various categories. 
The Election Process Committee 
has determined that this objective 
of more acute consideration has 
been met during this 12-year peri-
od, and now candidates put forth 
from these categories will revert 
back to the previous and tradition-
al process of being presented for 
final consideration to the Honors 
Committee for election.

Olympic team among eligible Hall candidates

Turley Publications sports 
department has recently joined 
Instagram. You can find our 
account by searching “tur-
leysports.” We will regularly 
feature samples of photos that 
you will see in our publications 
on a weekly basis. Please follow 

and share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featuring 
photos from all 11 of our sports 
sections, but as always, you can 
see all the photos that appear by 
subscribing to your local paper 
or picking up a copy in your 
community.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram
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JULY

  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

 www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Complete

Gift Gift 
Certificates Certificates 
AvailableAvailable

BELCHERTOWN - In the early morn-
ing hours of July 18, 2021, more than 
two inches of rain and flash flooding 
upstream caused a beaver dam to burst on 
the Herman Covey Wildlife property in 
Belchertown. 

This, in turn, sent rushing water to near-
by East Street. The cascading force burst 
the culvert beneath the street and cut a 

crater in the road measuring nearly 20 feet 
long by 15 feet deep. 

From there, the waters traveled downhill 
submerging several residential properties 
in its path. This July 18, 2023, marked the 
second anniversary of a disaster that left 
private property owners with tens of thou-
sands of dollars in damage, some of which 
had yet to be resolved in July.

BELCHERTOWN – In July 2023, 
State Senator Jake Oliveira and State 
Representative Aaron Saunders presented 
Doug Albertson, Town Planner for the 
town of Belchertown, Town Administrator 
Steve Williams, and members of the 
Belchertown Select Board with a cere-

monial check to celebrate funds to sup-
port the expansion of phase 2 of the Lake 
Wallace Sensory Trail in Belchertown. 

The presentation recognized the 55,550 
dollars secured by Oliveira’s amend-
ment number 262 of the Economic 
Development Bill passed in the fall.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Current water buildup at previous dam site.

A two-year anniversary reflection on the 
Belchertown flood of July 2021

Where are we now?Where are we now?
Expansion of the Lake Wallace Sensory Trail

AUGUST
‘Julia’s 3v3 
Jamboree’ event 
in August 2023

BELCHERTOWN – A soccer jambo-
ree held in August not only honored the 
memory of a 14-year-old resident who 
lost her battle with brain cancer this year, 
but also established a scholarship fund in 
her name.

The Jul ia  Haynes  3v3 Soccer 
Jamboree is scheduled to begin at 8:30 
a.m. on Sunday, August 20, at the State 
Street fields in Belchertown.

COURTESY PHOTO
A soccer jamboree was held to establish a 
scholarship fund in the name of 14-year-old 
Belchertown resident Julia Haynes, who lost 
her battle with brain cancer this year.

‘National Night 
Out’ held

BELCHERTOWN – In August, the police 
department hosted its “National Night Out” 
event to promote police-community partner-
ships.

The event, which police said was an opportu-
nity to meet community members and introduce 
themselves and their public safety partners, fea-
tured a Lifeflight helicopter show, a magic show, 
a K-9 unit demonstration, activities, vendors, 
giveaways, and much more.
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BELCHERTOWN – In August, 
investigators identified the victim in 
a recent single motor vehicle crash 
as 19-year-old Miles Murray of 
Henniker, New Hampshire.

The crash occurred shortly before 9 
p.m. earlier this month when Murray 
was travelling southbound on Route 
202 in Belchertown, lost control of 
his vehicle, and crashed into a house 

at 73 North Main Street.
Murray, the sole occupant of the 

vehicle, was pronounced deceased at 
the scene, according to reports.

PHOTO BY AIMEE M. HENDERSON 

Victim in fatal crash identified

CLUES ACROSS
  1. A way to injure
  5. Mutual savings bank
  8. Rock TV channel
 11. Large number of 

fish swimming 
together

 13. Military mailbox
 14. Female of a horse
 15. Category
 16. City
 17. Breezed through
 18. Officer who bears 

a mace
 20. Tax collector
 21. “Cheers” actress 

Perlman
 22. Pauses before 

acting
 25. Extracted 

information from a 
wave

 30. Tendency to revert 
to something 
ancestral

 31. No seats available
 32. Nocturnal rodents
 33. Moves gently to 

and fro
 38. Not good
 41. A way to ready
 43. One who makes 

something better
 45. Things associated 

with American 
history

 48. Ancient Phoenician 
fertility god

 49. A continuous 
portion of a circle

 50. Volcanic craters
 55. Units of electrical 

resistance
 56. Gamble on
 57. Ethiopian town
 59. One point east of 

northeast
 60. Polynesian garland 

of flowers
 61. Spiritual leader 

of a Jewish 
congregation

 62. State of fuss
 63. Keyboard key
 64. Partner to 

relaxation

CLUES DOWN
  1. “The world’s most 

famous arena”
  2. Polite interruption 

sound
  3. Private school in 

New York
  4. Refuse of grapes
  5. __ Tomei, actress
  6. Adult beverages
  7. Supporter
  8. Papier-__, art 

material
  9. Forests have them
 10. Most ancient Hindu 

scriptures
 12. Downwind
 14. Marketplace
 19. Flowering plant 

genus
 23. Street where 

nightmares happen
 24. Admirer
 25. Dip lightly into 

water
 26. When you hope to 

get there
 27. Partner to cheese

 28. Egg
 29. A way to disqualify 
 34. South American 

plant
 35. Fold-away bed
 36. Debbie Harry album 

“__ Koo”
 37. Swedish krona
 39. Displaying warmth 

and friendliness
 40. Official orders
 41. Bowling alley 

necessity
 42. Stray
 44. About milk
 45. Expressed pleasure
 46. Caribbean dance
 47. If not
 48. __ fide (Latin)
 51. Swiss river
 52. Hebrew calendar 

month
 53. One easily swindled
 54. Point that is one 

point south of 
southwest

 58. Small island 
(British) 707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212

www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

He engineered President Richard 
Nixon’s historic visit to China in 1972, 
opening the door to improved U.S.-Chinese 
relations and ultimately reshaping the geo-
political map. He promoted détente with 
the Soviet Union, helping to reduce Cold 
War tensions. 

In the Middle East, his tireless shuttle 
diplomacy improved relations between 
Israel and its neighbors. These were real 
accomplishments.

Kissinger shared the 1973 Nobel Peace 
Prize for negotiating the agreement that 
ended the Vietnam War. His critics found 
that highly ironic. 

During the war, Kissinger orches-
trated the U.S. bombing and invasion 
of Cambodia, which expanded the con-
flict and fueled a civil war that eventual-
ly brought the Khmer Rouge to power, 
resulting in up to three million deaths. 
The Cambodia disaster was Exhibit No. 1 
for critics who accused Kissinger of war 
crimes, but he was also tied to a brutal 
military coup in Chile, Indonesia’s bloody 
invasion of East Timor, a violent civil war 
in East Pakistan and other foreign policy 
disasters.

Kissinger later had a lucrative career 

in consulting. He clearly enjoyed being 
a celebrity, rubbing elbows with rich and 
powerful people and being photographed 
with glamorous women. 

He became a great figure on the social 
circuit in Washington. Getting Kissinger to 
attend your dinner was a big achievement.

Henry Kissinger left quite a stamp on 
American foreign policy. He was a mas-
ter of developing strategy and exercising 
power. 

But American greatness isn’t just about 
using force and gaining advantage. It also 
relies on our faith in democratic gover-
nance and our belief in human rights and 
the dignity of all people. 

There’s a place for sober realism, but 
American foreign policy should be ground-
ed in our values.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor 
for the Indiana University Center 
on Representat ive  Government;  a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor of Practice 
at the IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 
years.

HAMILTON from page 6

AUGUST

BELCHERTOWN – The driver who 
struck and killed a motorcyclist on Route 
9 in 2021 has pleaded guilty to a single 
charge of negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle in August 2023.

The crash, which took place on May 
15, 2021, on Route 9 in Belchertown near 
the Ware town line, claimed the life of 

Wales resident Niles N. Robbins, who was 
operating a 2018 Harley Davidson motor-
cycle. A passenger on his motorcycle sus-
tained non-life-threatening injuries and 
was transported to Mary Lane Hospital 
for treatment, according to the office of 
Northwestern District Attorney David 
Sullivan.

Man sentenced to probation after 
guilty plea in 2021 fatal crash

The scene of a recent fatal crash on North Main Street.

Belchertown Voices 
for Justice to host 
conversation with 
Holocaust Survivor

BELCHERTOWN – At 7 p.m. on Jan. 4, 2024, 
Belchertown Voices for Justice (BVJ) will host a con-
versation with Holocaust survivor and Civil Rights 
activist Marione Ingram titled “A Community 
Conversation Toward Peace in the Middle East.”

The 90-minute program will be held via Zoom with 
registration required and will include an opportunity 
for questions from the audience, a press statement 
reads.

“Ms. Ingram is the author of two memoirs, the New 
York Times-bestselling ‘Hands of War’ about her expe-
riences during the Holocaust and a sequel focused on 
her work during the Civil Rights era titled  ‘Hands of 
Peace,’” the press statement reads. “Born in Hamburg, 
Germany to a Jewish mother and a non-Jewish father, 
she witnessed the deportation in 1941 of many family 
members and thousands of other Hamburg Jews to a 
killing site in Russia. She and her mother later escaped 
such deportation only because they were presumed to 
be among the tens of thousands of civilians killed when 
Allied bombing created the world’s greatest manmade 
firestorm. For the remainder of the war, they lived in 
hiding on the outskirts of the city. During that period, 
her father was imprisoned for helping Belgian Jews to 
evade internment.”

Ms. Ingram’s essay, “Operation Gomorrah,” about 
surviving the Allied bombing of Hamburg, was selected 
by David Foster Wallace for the 2007  Best American 
Essays.

In 1952, Ms. Ingram arrived in the U.S. and joined 
the movement for racial equality, first in New York 
and later in Washington D.C., where as a member of 

Take A Coffee Break with us and catch-up with local news...
Our advertisers make this paper possible. 

Let them know you saw their ad in the The Sentinel.

Please see VOICES, page 15
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320 South Pleasant Street
Amherst, MA 01004

(413) 253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 - 5:00,

Sat. 7:30 - 4:00

est. 1945-2012

Wishes 
everyone a
Happy

New Year!
LANDSCAPING
MASON SUPPLIES

NAPA Auto Parts  
of Belchertown
323-7661

Please designate a driver if you are celebrating

AmericA's #1 replAcement BAttery

230 Chauncey Walker St., (Rte 21) Belchertown

323-5987

We Buy and Recycle Junk Batteries

HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Junction Rt. 202 & 9, Belchertown MA

413-323-7449
Monday-Friday 5am-11pm ~ Saturday-Sunday 5:30am-11pm

“Where Friends and Neighbors Meet”

MARTTown
Happy New Year!

Great Beer & Wine Selection For Your Holiday Table
Junction Rt. 202 & 9, BelcheRtown, MA

413-323-7449
Mon.-Fri. 6am-10pm, Sat. & Sun. 8am-10pm

“Where 
Friends and 
Neighbors 

Meet”

the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 
she fought discrimination in housing, 
employment, education, policing, and 
other aspects of life there. She was a 
volunteer worker for the 1963 March on 
Washington and organized overnight pro-
tests to support the Mississippi Freedom 
Party delegation at the 1964 Democratic 
National Convention in Atlantic City, 
according to reports. Afterwards, at the 
request of civil rights heroine Fannie 
Lou Hamer, she went to Mississippi as a 
staff worker for the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) to reg-
ister Black voters and direct a Freedom 
School.

“More recently, Democracy Now! inter-
viewed Ms. Ingram about her partici-
pation in demonstrations in front of the 
White House calling for a ceasefire in 
Gaza,” the press statement reads.

In that interview on Nov. 8, she said, 
“Netanyahu’s government, Israel’s poli-
cies for decades has been the suppression 
of Palestinians, land grabs, deprivation of 
Palestinians. It is painful for me, as some-
one who has experienced all of the terrors 
that Gazans are experiencing, and even 
the horrific attacks in Israel by Hamas. 
But Hamas’s attack on Israel does not jus-

tify the slaughter of women and children, 
especially children. I was a child of war. 
I have experienced all of these things. I 
have also known for a fact that what Israel 
is doing will not end this conflict. It will 
only exacerbate it.”

To regis ter  for  “A Community 
Conversation Toward Peace in the Middle 
East,” email  belchertownvoices4justice@
gmail.com  to request link. After register-
ing, participants will receive a confirma-
tion email containing information about 
joining the meeting. The event is free and 
open to the public.

VOICES from page 16

REGION – Three local residents were 
among the eighteen AIC students recent-
ly inducted into Psi Chi, the International 
Honor Society of Psychology.

The induction ceremony was held in the 
AIC Campus Center on Nov. 30; Rebekah 
Higgins Molina is a Belchertown resident, 
and Lauren Hartling and Nora Young are 
both Granby residents.

“The college recently reinstituted its 
chapter of one of the largest honor soci-
eties in the country. Psi Chi was found-

ed and 1929 with a mission to recognize 
and promote excellence in the science and 
application of psychology. To be inducted 
into Psi Chi is an esteemed honor,” a press 
statement reads. “Students must be in the 
top 35 percent of their class, have a major 
or minor in psychology, and have excelled 
in their psychology courses.”

“Congratulations to these students, their 
professors, and chapter advisers,” the press 
statement reads.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
AIC students are inducted into Psi Chi, the International Honor Society of Psychology, during a ceremony 
on campus on Nov. 30.

Local students among those inducted 
into AIC Psychology Honor Society

Rick Hendra of Oakham took this 
photo of sandhill cranes forag-
ing in a field on Stone’s Road in 

Oakham. 
In his email, he wrote, “I took this pic-

ture this morning (Sunday, Dec. 17) about 
halfway up Stone Road. Their call was so 
loud it startled me from 50 yards away. 
And they were large, but oddly colored.”

The sandhill crane is a tall bird about 
45 inches, gray colored with a dark red 
patch on the forehead and a black bill. 
They have staining of feathers on their 
back and tail caused by the iron rich soil 
on its beak when it preens feathers. The 
immature crane lacks the red patch and 
has an orange bill. It also may have more 
rust colored feathers on the back and tail. 

The sandhill crane summers on prairies 
and tundra and during winter feed on agri-
cultural fields and roost in shallow water. 
For several years now, Hardwick had a 
pair of nesting sandhill cranes, who suc-
cessfully raised chicks. 

The female lays one to three olive eggs 
with dark marks in a mound like nest of 
marsh plants, grasses and weeds either 
placed on the ground or shallow water. 
Courtship displays are seen during migra-
tion and involve graceful jumps off the 
ground in a dancing manner. 

Many years ago, Richard Jankauskas, 
saw some in a field on South Street in 

Barre. He commented about a 
pair jumping up and down and 
dancing. 

Their voice is a low pitched 
“karoo, karoo, karoo.” Rick 
Hendra mentioned their call in 
his email printed above. 

Bird count 
A Brimfield resident, who vis-

its ponds in Warren, Brimfield, Holland 
and Sturbridge with his wife listed birds 
seen on Dec. 8. They included 210 
Canada geese, 93 mallards, 70 hooded 
mergansers, three black ducks, two pied-
billed grebes, one great blue heron, one 
bald eagle, two crows, one white-breasted 
nuthatch, two black-capped chickadees, 
three bluebirds, four house finches, one 
goldfinch, six white-throated sparrows, 
six dark-eyed juncos and three cardinals.

He also emailed in late November, “I 
checked the ponds in Warren and there 
were 14 hooded 

mergansers very actively feeding and 
a very cold looking great blue heron that 
looked like it was not enjoying the 36 
degree temperature.

Christmas bird count
For over 120 years the Audubon 

Society has been doing a Christmas bird 
count and this year is no different. People 
can participate in an organized count or 
just do one on their own in their backyard. 

Decline in bird numbers
I received an email on Wednesday, Nov. 

29 from a long time birder. He said, “[I] 
regularly feed them but have noticed a 
steep drop off of the number and type of 
birds since around September. Right now 
we have a loyal troop of blue jays and 
that’s about it. Usually we have copious 
amounts of starlings, chickadees, grack-
les, crows, titmice, cardinals, juncos, etc.”  

He said he asked many people about 
this phenomena and “they have noticed 
the same thing but can’t explain it either. 
We are all aware of some birds heading 
South but the sheer volume has dropped 
dramatically.”

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a message at 
extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Sandhill cranes

EAST BROOKFIELD— Nugget, for-
merly known as Natty, faced unimag-
inable pain and adversity when he arrived 
at Second Chance Animal Services with 
a severe leg injury. The dedicated team 
at Second Chance worked tirelessly to 
save his leg, but ultimately, the decision 
to amputate was made to ensure Nugget’s 
comfort and quality of life.

In a heartwarming twist of fate, Nugget 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Nugget, once known as Natty, came to Second 
Chance with a severe leg injury and is now the 
Timberyard Brewery dog. 

Nugget’s 
second chance

Please see NUGGET, page 16

READING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST

LIKE NO OTHER
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caught the attention of Matt and 
Nellie Zarif, the generous owners 
of Timberyard Brewing Company 
and longtime supporters of 
Second Chance. The brewery, 
known for its commitment to the 
community, had not only donated 
to Second Chance but also hosted 
events and provided storage for a 
large donation. 

Nugget’s story resonated with 
the Timberyard team, who had 
just started hosting popular puppy 
yoga classes to benefit Second 
Chance, led by the talented yoga 

instructor Audrey Martinez. The 
classes, held monthly, include a 
visit from friendly adoptable dogs 
available at Second Chance, who 
romp around the taproom while 
attendees work on their yoga 
moves.

Nugget, now thriving after his 
surgery, found his forever home 
with the Zarifs, joining a loving 
pack that includes three young 
boys and another three-legged 
dog, Lucy. Nuggets dog-sister 
wears a prosthetic leg and goes 
to work with her dog mom, Nellie 
Zarif, a prosthetist at Hanger 
Clinic in Worcester, where she 

helps to inspire people with limb 
loss. 

Nellie considered making a 
prosthesis for Nugget but quickly 
realized that he did not need one 
due to the nature of his amputa-
tion and his young age. “He is so 
fast on three legs that four legged 
dogs have a hard time keeping up 
with him.” said Lindsay Doray, 
chief development officer at 
Second Chance, who expressed 
admiration for Nugget’s resil-
ience. “We were in awe of his 
determination.”

As a proud member of the 
Timberyard family, Nugget comes 

to work with Matt Zarif every day 
and has become a local sensation. 
The staff from Second Chance, 
including the veterinarian that 
performed his surgery, stop by the 
brewery from time to time to visit 
him. “Nugget is the smartest dog 
that I have ever met,” said Matt 
Zarif. “Like-Lassie level smart; 
when you talk to this dog, he 
understands you. He’s the perfect 
brewery dog, so well behaved, 
sweet, and friendly. He loves 
being a part of the action.”

Nugget has embraced his role 
as a dogfluencer, delighting vis-
itors at Timberyard and steal-

ing the spotlight in social media 
posts. His favorite gig? Greeting 
attendees on puppy yoga morn-
ings. He’s even been spotted audi-
tioning with Santa for a chance 
to be a reindeer, sitting patiently 
next to Santa for hours during his 
visits to the brewery, posing for 
photos with happy families, and 
helping to fundraise for a local 
charity. Nugget’s journey from 
pain to fame is a testament to the 
power of love, resilience, and a 
community that cares.

NUGGET from page 15

SEPTEMBER

Candlelight 
vigil recognized 
lives lost to 
overdose

BELCHERTOWN - Last year, 
2,357 Massachusetts residents lost 
their lives to overdose.

To recognize those lives, as well 
as bring awareness to and reduce 
the stigma of drug-related deaths, 
Belchertown Overcoming Adversity 
Together (BOAT) held a candlelight 
vigil on the town common on Aug. 
31. 

A visual display of 2,357 purple 
flags filled the center of the com-
mon—each one representing a life 
lost. In Belchertown alone, from 2020 
to present day, there have been 12 
lives lost to overdose.

Police dept. 
welcomes
 ‘comfort dog’ 
to its ranks

BELCHERTOWN – The police depart-
ment in September announced its newest 
member—Comfort Dog Oliver.

Oliver is a Labrador retriever puppy who 
began training and working with his han-
dler, Officer Valerie Austin, according to 
a statement on social media penned by the 
department.

“We would like to thank everyone who 
helped us get the Comfort Dog Program 
up and running,” police said, adding that 
Boonefield Labradors offered “support and 
donation” of Oliver.

Fair goers 
celebrate ‘Blue 
Jeans & Fair 
Dreams’

BELCHERTOWN - Despite the on 
and off rain all weekend, fair goers head-
ed to the Belchertown town common in 
September to celebrate the 164th annual 
Belchertown Fair. The weekend kicked off 
with the ever-popular wristband night on 
Friday evening, with the midway packed 
shoulder to shoulder with eager riders. The 
parade stepped off Saturday morning and 
showcased many local organizations and 
businesses from Belchertown. Saturday 
and Sunday were filled with musical per-
formances, activities, delicious foods, and 
much more.

PHOTO BY AIMEE M. HENDERSON
The Ferris wheel lights up the night sky during 
wristband night.

PHOTOS BY AIMEE M. HENDERSON 
A luminary bag is placed among the purple flags that represent the lives lost to overdose in 2022. 

OCTOBER
Fire dept. 
open house 
held in 
October

The town’s fire depart-
ment described its Open 
House event as a “great 
turnout with lessons learned 
for fire prevention week.”

“A big thank you to 
B e l c h e r t ow n  P o l i c e , 
Animal Control, MEMA, 
and Wing Hospital for join-
ing us,” the fire department 
released in a statement after 
the event. “We have great 
partnerships.”

(PHOTO CREDIT: BELCHERTOWN POLICE K9 UNIT)
The Belchertown K9 unit at the Fire Department’s recent Open 
House.

NOV.

PHOTO  BY AIMEE M. HENDERSON 
Marine Corps Sgt. Kevin McMenamin stands with 
his wife, Cosette, after being pinned with a Purple 
Heart. 

Veterans Day 2023
BELCHERTOWN - It has taken more 

than 50 years, but on this year’s Veterans 
Day, Marine Corps Sgt. Kevin McMenamin 
was formally pinned with a Purple Heart 
for the wounds he received in action against 
the enemy on Nov. 4, 1969 while serving in 
Vietnam. 

Belchertown honored McMenamin, and 
all of its veterans, during a ceremony held at 
the Belchertown High School, where many 
gathered to thank the brave men and women 
who have chosen service over self. 

The ceremony started with the ringing of 
the bell at 11 a.m. and was followed by the 
posting of Colors by Cub Scout Pack 507. 
An invocation prayer was given by Army 
veteran, Alex Loss, of the Belchertown 
United Church of Christ. He bestowed a 
blessing on all those gathered to honor those 
that have been called to serve and protect the 
United States. 

Select Board Vice Chair Ronald Aponte 
then addressed the crowd, reminding all 
those gathered that they are only able to 
have such a ceremony because of the vet-
erans. He read the poem “It is the Veteran” 
which reinforced that message.

Pickleball tourney  
raises funds for 
police comfort dog

BELCHERTOWN – Oliver, the 
police department’s comfort dog, 
had been on the job for one month 
in October, and in that short time 
has become one of the most well-
known and well-loved community 
members.

The new comfort dog program 
does not come without costs, how-
ever, and as a self-funded program, 
it relies on donations and fundrais-
ers to stay successful. In October 
2023, the pickleball community 
came together to support the com-
fort dog program with a tournament 
that raised nearly $2,000. 

Belchertown Police Chief Kevin 
Pacunas said he knows how popular 
pickleball has become in town, so 
when Wilbur Quirk approached him 
with the idea of a tournament to 
raise funds for Oliver, he thought it 
would be a “win-win”.
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EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE

In observance of NEW YEAR’S
PUBLIC NOTICES 

WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Thurs., Dec. 28 NoonThurs., Dec. 28 Noon

Notice of Public Hearing
Relative to

Site Plan Review
Pursuant to

MGL c.40A, §11
The Planning Board of the 
Town of Belchertown will 
hold a public hearings to dis-
cuss a Site Plan Application 
for a new commercial busi-
ness submitted by David 
Pare of Arcpoint Brewing 
Company, LLC, 30 Front 
Street, Map 243, Lot 178.05.  
The public hearing will be 
held as follows:

Place: 
Select Board MeetingRoom 
Lawrence Memorial Hall
2 Jabish Street, Belchertown

Date: January 9, 2024
Time: 7:45 pm
The subject matter of the 

plan is as indicated below.
30 Front Street – Arcpoint 

Brewing Company – Business 
Neighborhood Center Zone.  
To open a brewery with inci-
dental tasting room and retail 
sales.

The plan and application 
are available for inspection 
during regular business hours 
at the Town Clerk’s office and 
the Planning Board office and 
at masspublicnotices.org

Remote access informa-
tion:

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet or 
smartphone.

h t t p s : / / m e e t . g o t o .
com/173538941

You can also dial in using 
your phone.

United States:  +1 (408) 
650-3123

Access Code:  173-538-
941

Daniel Beaudette
Chair, Planning Board

12/21, 12/28/2023

Public Hearing
Legal Notice
Belchertown 

Zoning Board of Appeals
In accordance with the 

provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 40A, 
Section 11 the Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday 
January 17, 2024 at 6:00 
PM.

This hearing will be 
held in the Select Board’s 
meeting room of Lawrence 
Memorial Hall, 2 Jabish 
Street, Belchertown, MA on 
the application from Dakota 
Richards seeking a special 
permit §145-69; to revert the 
building at 32 Park Street 
back to a four-unit apartment; 
§145-17 C 2.  Map 243 Parcel 
65 Zoned B1A copy of the 
application may be inspect-
ed at the Town Clerk’s office 
(Room 201) 9:00 AM to 5:00 
PM, Monday through Friday, 
Lawrence Memorial Hall, 2 
Jabish Street, Belchertown, 
MA.  or at website https://
www.belchertown.org/com-
mitees/zoning_board_of_
appeals/index.php

Any Person interested and 
wishing to be heard should 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

Jennifer Sharrow, 
Chair Person, 

Zoning Board of Appeals
12/28/2023, 01/04/2024

Public Hearing 
Special Permit
Legal Notice
Belchertown 

Planning Board
In accordance with the 

Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40A, Sections 9 
and 11, the Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing 
to discuss a special permit 
application for an acces-
sory apartment by Robert 
Wojtczak for 67 Pondview 
Circle, Map 232, Lot 174.09, 
Belchertown, MA.

A public hearing will be 
held as follows:

P l a c e :  B e l c h e r t ow n 
Town Hall, 2 Jabish St., 
Belchertown, MA

Date:   January 9, 2023
Time:  7:30 PM
Remote access informa-

tion:
Please join my meeting 

from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone.

h t t p s : / / m e e t . g o t o .

com/173538941
You can also dial in 

using your phone.
United States:  +1 (408) 

650-3123
Access Code:  173-538-

941
The application is avail-

able for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Town Clerk and Planning 
Board office, 2 Jabish Street.  

Daniel Beaudette, Chair
Planning Board

12/21, 12/28/2023

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Public Notices

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s Select 
Board is seeking citizens to share their 
expertise by serving on a town board or 
committee.

Those who have time and are interested 
in getting involved in the town’s activi-
ties are asked to submit a letter of inter-
est to: Select Board, The Finnerty House, 
One South Main Street, P.O. Box 670, 
Belchertown, MA 01007, or by email 
to selectboard@belchertown.org.

The town has announced that it wishes to 
fill the following vacancies:

Conservation Commission
Two associate member vacancies

The Commission is charged with the 
protection of the community’s natural 
resources and advises other municipal 
boards and committees on conservation 
issues relating to their areas of responsi-
bility. Interested applicants will need to 
familiarize themselves with the Wetland 
Regulations and attend workshops and 
meetings regularly.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Trail Stewardship Council
One vacancy

The town wishes to fill a vacancy to rep-
resent landowners of the town on the Trail 
Stewardship Council. Interested individuals 
should be knowledgeable about local land 

use and related issues. Additional informa-
tion specific to this council can be found at 
newenglandtrail.org.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Animal Control Advisory Board
Two vacancies

This board has the authority to conduct 
hearings as allowed in the town’s by-laws 
and pose reasonable conditions as deemed 
appropriate. The ideal applicants may be a 
dog breeder, a dog trainer, a veterinarian, a 
non-pet owner from the community, a med-
ical professional specializing in emergency 
medicine, an animal enthusiast or caregiv-
er, a pet owner, and/or interested residents.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Communications Committee
Two full-member seats

The purpose of this committee is to 
develop a communication plan for the 
town of Belchertown, to improve infor-
mation flow from the town to the pub-
lic.  Experience with marketing, commu-
nications, and/or social media is highly 
preferred.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Belchertown State School Buildings and 
Grounds Committee

One full-member real-estate seat
The committee will advise the town and 

the Select Board on funding opportuni-
ties for maintaining and developing the 
remaining State School buildings, as well 
as advising on historical and cultural devel-
opment opportunities. Expertise with real 
estate/architecture, grant writing, or histor-
ical experience to strengthen the skill set of 
the committee is highly preferred.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Belchertown Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Task Force

Two community member vacancies
The focus of the Task Force is to devel-

op a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Statement for the Select Board to review 
and to consider adopting, to seek out 
opportunities to acknowledge and/or cele-
brate the diversity within the community, 
and to welcome the whole community to 
join in, offering suggestions on how the 
town addresses specific or potential acts 
of violence, including hate speech, should 
such acts arise in the community, region, 
or state.

“Efforts should be made to include 
voices from the community or communi-
ties that are directly affected,” the town 
released.

Partnership opportunities with surround-
ing towns to strengthen regional or state 
efforts might also be explored.  This is a 
seven-member committee to include a rep-

resentative from law enforcement, a rep-
resentative from Town Hall, and five com-
munity members representing diversity in 
one or more of the following areas: racial 
and ethnic backgrounds, social positions 
with respect to gender identity and sexual 
orientation, social positions with respect to 
disability, and age groups and prior voca-
tional experiences.

All are encouraged to apply.
Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Zoning Board of Appeals
One Associate Member seat

The ZBA is responsible for hearing 
and deciding on applications for special 
permits, variances and appeals from deci-
sions of the Zoning Enforcement Officer/
Building Inspector.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Historic District By-Law Commission
One full-member real-estate seat

The Commission has regulatory con-
trol over new construction, reconstruction, 
alterations, movements, and demolition of 
all exterior architectural features of build-
ings and structures within the Historic 
District, which are visible from any public 
street, public way, or public park.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Town announces updated board, committee vacancies

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

HOUSE 
CLEANING
HOUSE CLEANING

Also cleaning/organizing of base-
ment, garage, shed and finished attics. 
Charge according to job. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-536-3697, David.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at  413-887-1987.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS WANT-
ED Prefer local person. Will train. Lizak 
Bus’ Warren, MA  (413)436-5262

TOWN OF PALMER: CLERK 
BOARD OF HEATH

Duties include responsibility for per-
forming secretarial and general office 
support activities. Work often involves 
public contact and effective coordina-
tion with other Town departments and 
outside organizations. Work requires 
sound exercise of judgment, initiative, 
and discretion based on knowledge 
of administrative or operating policies 
and procedures. For a full job descrip-
tion please go to www.townofpalmer.
com/jobs or contact Nicole Gauthier at 
ngauthier@townofpalmer.com.  
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WEST WARREN: 1 BR., off street 
parking, first and last required. 774-
922-0529.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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HOME HEATING

TREE WORK LAWN & GARDENOVERHEAD DOORS

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE ON YOUR

Local HOME PROs
Contact Maureen: mmcgarrett@turley.com • 413-364-4994

YOUR YOUR 
LOCAL LOCAL 

TRUSTED TRUSTED 
RELIABLERELIABLE

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE Call Today for  Professional Installation 

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Wells Cargo 

Enclosed 
Trailers & 
Karavan 

Utility 
Trailers

TRAILER SALES

THE FIRE PLACE

3390274

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE. 
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a 
variety of environmentally friendly fuels, while the 
Harman brand defines versatility, dependability and 
quality. More heat, better temperature control, and the 
strongest warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive 
features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY
320 South Pleasant St, Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON FARMERS SUPPLY
43 River St (off Rte 10) Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd (Rtes 5 & 10) Whately, MA

413-397-3463 • M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

TO SET UP YOUR STOVE
CLEANING SERVICE FOR NEXT SEASON!

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE. 
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a variety 

of environmentally friendly fuels, while the Harman brand defines 
versatility, dependability and quality. More heat, better temperature 

control and the strongest warranty in the industry are just a few 
exclusive features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST 
FARMERS SUPPLY

320 South Pleasant Street, 
Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON 
FARMERS SUPPLY

43 River Street (off Rte. 10) 
Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10) 

Whately, MA
413-397-3463 

M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

3382198

100 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10), 
Whately, MA

413-397-3463 
 thef ireplacema.com 

T-F 9-5 • Sat. 8-4

Your Harman Your Harman 
HeadquartersHeadquarters

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

GLASS

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com1
Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.2
Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.3 Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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The Trustees of the Belchertown 
Historical Association have announced 
the acquisition of a 19th century “one 
horse open sleigh” that was built in 
Belchertown by the firm of Hawks and 
Smith.

“The beautiful sleigh, in very good 
original condition and paint, has returned 
‘home’ just in time for the holidays, and 
has been moved to the Ford Annex car-
riage barn at Belchertown’s Stone House 
Museum,” a press statement reads.

DECEMBER
‘One horse open sleigh’ returns 
home to Belchertown


