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BELCHERTOWN – The hol-
iday season has finally arrived, 
and the stockings have been 
hung, the candles lit, the tree 
decorated, the lights are up, and 
the meals are planned. 

However, while we are buying 
presents for our human friends 
and family, some of us may have 
forgotten about the animals not 
living in our homes, that need 
some care and love. 

The  fi f th  graders  f rom 
C h e s t n u t  H i l l  i n  M r s . 
Anderman’s, Mrs. Eldridge’s, 
Mrs.  O’Neil l ’s ,  and Mrs. 
Crowe’s classes have been 
able to spend time with Officer 
Austin and Comfort Dog Oliver 
in the past few weeks, doing 
some special reading times with 
him. 

“Oliver created a calming and 
non-judgmental environment 
that helped our students feel 
confident and motivated to read 
aloud texts and their writing,” 
said Mrs. Crowe. 

“His presence made reading 
and writing an enjoyable and 
rewarding experience, encour-
aging growth in fluency, focus, 

ANIMAL SHELTERANIMAL SHELTERStudents give back toStudents give back to

Animal Control Officer Anna Fenton, fifth grade students Watson Phelps, Trevor Staples, and Brayden 
Reigner, and BARC Secretary Pat Sanvita accepting the donations with Comfort Dog Oliver

Committee 
nets zero following 
resignation

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

G R A N B Y — A t  i t s 
recent meeting, the School 
Committee decided to post 
the superintendent position 
at the beginning of the new 
year. 

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 
Lafond reported to School 
Committee Chair Jen Bartosz 
tha t  the  Massachuse t t s 
Assoc ia t ion  o f  Schoo l 
Committees offers free tech-
nical assistance. 

“They can help with post-
ing. There is a staff member 
that can receive all the appli-
cations and make sure they’re 
complete,” said Bartosz.

The last time the position 
was posted, a salary range 
was included, and Bartosz 
asked if the committee want-
ed to have the range on the 
posting.

Supt. 
search 
continues

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The holi-
day season is a time where fam-
ily and friends are at the fore-
front of our minds, whether it be 
finding them gifts, or getting to 
see the people you don’t usually 
get to see.

However, the holidays can 
be an incredibly lonely time, 
so having a unit of friendships 
during this tine is especially 
important. 

At the senior center, there is 
a special group for ladies to get 
together once a month called the 

Silver Sisterhood, which was 
begun by Nancy Brill and her 
dear friend Maureen Keizer. 

After hearing about a similar 
group in a neighboring town, 
Brill and Keizer found some-
thing to bring in to the town. 

“The first meeting of the 
Silver Sisterhood group took 
place in June of 2024. With 
Maureen Keizer’s encourage-

ment and the go ahead 
from our fabulous 
Activities Director, 
Stephanie Fraleigh, 
we were off and run-
ning to a great start,” 
said Brill. 

“ O v e r  t h e  f ew 
months of meetings, 
members have become 

comfortable with one another 
to the point of feeling the sup-
port with either sharing their 
own stories or listening with an 
empathetic ear to others’ sto-
ries,” said Keizer. 

Group shows compassion, 
love with new friendships

“When you move to a town 
in your later years, some of 
us yearn for friendship and 
a sense of community.”

– Nancy Brill

Community shows 
support with 
generosity

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The 
holiday season is a giving sea-
son, and our community is 
known for its generosity, and 
in this case, it shone within the 
Veteran’s Services Department. 

A local veteran here in town 
and his wife brought last week 
to the office several of bags full 
of hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, 
socks, and slippers.

But the generosity didn’t end 
there. With several food items 
donated this week, there was 
also multiple bags of hats, 
socks, gloves, blankets, more 
slippers, new shirts, and jackets 
to make sure all have access to 
warm things. 

Another family donated five 
$100 gift cards to veterans in 
the community for groceries, 

and before that a woman came 
to donate a $100 grocery gift 
card for a veteran experiencing 
homelessness and is staying in 
VA transitional housing.

“In the last several months 
many people in town have col-
lected items for this gentle-
man for when he is placed in a 
new apartment. The only thing 

he will need is the key,” said 
Charly Oliva, the Belchertown 
Veteran’s Services Coordinator. 

But it isn’t just warm clothes, 
food, and gift cards that are 
being donated to veterans in 
need this holiday season, but 
furniture to suit up a house.

Veterans services given donations

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Bags and bags of blankets ready to go home with someone to keep 
them warm this winter.

Please see STUDENTS, page 5

Please see VETERANS, page 4Please see SISTERHOOD, page 15

Please see SEARCH, page 15
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NEW  YEAR’S  ITEMS

$199

$366

USDA INSP. KAYEM BUDDABALL

BONELESS SMOKED 
PIT HAM ...........................

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK “CROWN” ROAST...
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

$399
lb

$139

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST 
LOIN END or RIB END ........ $232

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK BREAKFAST
SAUSAGE LINKS
FULLY COOKED ..................... $249

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
BUTCHER WAGON

BONELESS 
DINNER HAM AVERAGE 5 LB 

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF
TENDERLOIN
$1088

lb

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$777
lb

STRIPLOIN 
STEAKS

lb

lb

lb USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

$799

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 
PEELED & DEVEINED 
51/60 CT 2 LB BAG .............

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN ARMOUR

COOKED MEATBALLS 4 LB BAG $999

USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS
POLSKA 
KIELBASA 14 OZ OR 15 OZ ... $349

lb

ea

ea

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$3999

USDA INSP. FROZEN 5 LB BLOCK

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP
6-10 FOR STUFFING ........ ea

$599USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURTLE CREAM PIE 25.1 OZ . ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
CHICKEN PARTY WINGS
PORTIONS 3 LB BAG ........... $599

ea

7 LB 
BOX

$191
lb

SALE 
DATES:  

12/26/24-
12/31/24
CLOSED

NEW YEAR’S 
DAY

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – When it 
comes to the ideas of politics, 
and the politicians who repre-
sent us, a lot of the time, we 
think of all the negatives asso-
ciated with talking about these 
subjects. 

However, stopping and get-
ting the chance to talk to your 
candidates and truly get to know 
them can be a positive step in 
understanding the purpose of 
politics, and lead to healthier 
discourse. 

Belchertown has the privi-
lege to have Aaron Saunders as 
a state representative. Residing 
here in town, he has the unique 
privilege of seeing us and being 
with us, here in a community 
who’s love for their neighbors 
shines. 

“It is the people. We have all 
these great events and ameni-
ties, and I think it’s natural to 
point to any of these as a “favor-
ite”, but it’s the people who take 
time out of their lives to put 
these events on, and the people 
who attend that make this town 
so great.”

Even on the cold nights like 
during the tree lighting cer-

e m o n i e s  o n  t h e 
Winter Light Night, 
people are still in a 
happy mood, smil-
ing, and bundled 
up as the police and 
fi re  depar tments 
and local businesses 
come together. 

“What makes it so 
unique, is these are 
the types of expe-
riences you can’t 
really pay for. The 
specialness of these 
community events, from the 
Belchertown Fair to National 
Night Out and everything in 
between, is that it is the result 
of people in a community who 
really do care for one another,” 
said Saunders. 

Even though there are only 
thirteen days left of this term, 
Saunders is looking forward to 
serving for his second two-year 
term beginning on Jan. 1. 

“I am incredibly honored to 
be elected to serve a second 
term to represent Belchertown 
and the entire 7th Hampden 
District,” said Saunderson. 

“We have work to do on 
everything from health care, 
to education, to protecting our 
open spaces, as well as educa-
tion, housing, and many many 

more issues,” said 
Saunders, reflecting 
on the dreams he has 
to make this commu-
nity even better. 

One of these proj-
ects involves the 
Belchertown State 
School Campus. “It’s 
a big area of land 
that really does have 
tremendous poten-
tial,” said Saunders. 

“ I t ’ s  p u t t i n g 
together  projects 

with the needs of the public 
interest in mind,” said Saunders. 

“[This] was my first term… 
and being able to bring fund-
ing back through the communi-
ty means a lot,” said Saunders. 
“It’s been a thrill to participate 
in the conversations that have 
included resulted in record edu-
cation funding and generational 
investment in housing produc-
tion.” 

He shared his desire to help 
the community understand 
that he is here to help us, and 
being “able to assist when we 
get that call, whether its heating 
assistance, food insecurity, or 
helping navigate areas of state 
government like unemployment 
insurance.” 

From an early age, Saunders 

has wanted to take on the 
position of being able to pro-
vide positive representation, 
and began with office work in 
Springfield, where he recounted 
the meaningful opportunity of 
being able to assist a woman 
with social security. 

He served on the Ludlow 
Selectboard for a time, and 
saw the challenges associated 
with leadership in the political 
spheres, but it was a challenge 
he knew he could take on. 

“We now also live in a time 
where the political discourse 
can be incredibly toxic… and I 
had a lot of conversations with 
my family, because you can’t do 
this alone, and I really reflected 
on the good that can come from 
able representation. I felt that I 
could really give that represen-
tation,” said Saunders. 

“I really focused on working 
my tail off in my first term and 
earning the support of the com-
munity to go back to Boston for 
two more years, has really vali-
dated those efforts, and to con-
tinue to dedicate myself to the 
district.” 

Saunderson has been able to 
take part in many cool and inter-
esting opportunities, includ-
ing learning about the differ-
ent parts of state government, 

and developing bonds with 
the Quabbin base for the state 
police. 

He got to see the state police 
perform various demos on their 
services, and Saunders also got 
the opportunity to commem-
orate the Route 9 bridge after 
Army Specialist Ken Iwasinski 
with a special ceremony on the 
Quabbin to remember his sac-
rifices. 

“I’m here, and I’m here to 
help,” said Saunders said, want-
ing the community to know he 
is dedicated completely to the 
county, and ensuring that this 
region of the state is heard in 
Boston. 

You can find Aaron Saunders 
holding several office hours 
throughout the year, across 
the towns at senior centers and 
more for you to get to know 
him. 

“ H o l d i n g  o ff i c e  h o u r s 
throughout the district helps 
keep me close to the folks I 
represent.  It offers opportu-
nities not just to ask questions 
or seek assistance, but to offer 
thoughts and perspectives about 
the issues impacting the lives of 
people who live here.” 

State Rep. Aaron Saunders shares his admiration for community

State Rep. 
Aaron Saunders

❚ COMMUNITY 

PALMER— The communi-
ty is invited to begin the holi-
day season by giving the gift 
of life by donating blood at the 
Baystate Health blood drive.  
Blood Drives will be held every 
other month on Wednesdays 
throughout the year in 2025, 
held on February 12, April 16, 
June 11, August 13, October 15, 
and December 17.

There continues to be an 
urgent need for blood, when 
you donate blood to Baystate 
Health, your precious gift 
remains in our local commu-
nities,” said Nicole VanZandt, 
MLT III, supervisor, BRL Blood 
Donor Services. “Please help 
us to ensure a safe and ade-
quate blood supply is available 
by donating blood with the 

Baystate Health Blood Donor 
Program.”

“There is no substitute for 
human blood,” said VanZandt. 
“Blood donations take approx-
imately one hour to complete, 
including the interview, dona-
tion, and refreshments. To 
donate blood, you must be at 
least 17 years old; weigh at least 
110 pounds have a photo ID; 

be in good health (no colds, or 
sore throat); and have not donat-
ed blood within the past eight 
weeks.” 

Blood drives will be held at 
Baystate Wing Hospital, 40 
Wright Street, Palmer, in Snow 
Conference Room C. In appre-
ciation, all eligible donors will 
receive a $10 Gift card. For 
more information or to book an 

appointment to donate blood 
please call the Blood Donor 
Center at 413-794-4600. Please 
be sure to note the Baystate 
Health hospital location where 
you would like to make your 
donation when you make your 
appointment.

Blood Donation Team is coming to Palmer, blood drives offered in 2025
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413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Maureen McGarrett Hall  
REALTOR® MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity HousingOWN A

NEW HOME

Let me help guide you through 
achieving your real estate dreams

Happy New Year

New Year’s Resolution

Hope Your Season IsHope Your Season Is
Trimmed With Every HappinessTrimmed With Every Happiness

Thank you for filling our year with so many special memories!

www.turley.com
Community Newspapers

By Kristin Rivers
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Lodge 
711 Polish National Alliance of 
Chicopee hosted a Children’s 
Holiday Party at the Chicopee 
Falls Polish Home on Dec. 15.

The party ran from 1 to 5 
p.m. with attendees--members 
of the PNA and their fami-
lies--enjoying raffle prizes, arts 
and crafts, games, a hot cocoa 
station, making holiday cards 
for elders in nursing homes in 
Chicopee, a Holiday Sweater 
Competition, visits with Santa, 
singing Polish and English car-
ols and a classic Polish dinner.

Also among the volunteers 
w e r e  m e m -
b e r s  f r o m 
the National 
Honor Society 
at Minnechaug 
R e g i o n a l 
High School 
in Wilbraham, 
w i t h  m e m -
b e r s  o f  t h e 
W i l b r a h a m 
P NA  L o d g e 
3276 also tak-
ing part in the 
festivities.

In addition to 
families from 
Chicopee and 
W i l b r a h a m 
and Hampden, 
families from Ludlow and 
Belchertown and other sur-
rounding communities also 
were in attendance at the event.

Teresa Sherman, financial 
secretary, treasurer and sales 
representative for the PNA 
Lodge 711, was excited about 
the annual event, sharing it’s 
also the first time the MRHS 
NHS is volunteering.

“We’re having lots of fun 
and singing and having Polish 
food,” Sherman said. “We 

couldn’t ask 
for anything 
more.”

President 
J o a n n e 
C e b u l a , 
w h o  i s 
overseeing 
the  event 
f o r  t h e 
fi rs t  t ime 
after taking 

over from her father, the late 
Mitchell Nowak--who served 
for many years--explained the 
PNA is a fraternal organization 
that started in the 1880s “to 
unite Polish immigrants and 
the community to the American 
society.”

Cebula added the Holiday 
Party is the organization’s major 
event of the year, thanking the 
Chicopee Falls Polish Home for 
letting them host the event.

“It started with a lot of sports, 

youth, educational groups. 
There’s also a yearly scholar-
ship that they provide,” Cebula 

said. “They also have a pub-
lication. They have quarter-
ly Zgoda. So, they try to keep 

tradition going. A lot of folk 
music, dancing, youth sports 
and dance groups.”

Sherman added the organi-
zation also supports other non-
profit organizations, a mem-
ber of the Polish American 
Congress in Holyoke and sup-
ports the Polish Center for 
Discovery & Learning.

“We try to help where help 
is needed in the community,” 
Sherman said.

Alexa Sherman, the grand-
daughter of Teresa Sherman, 
is an NHS member and came 
up with the idea for the annual 
Children’s Holiday Party, enjoy-
ing seeing the children get the 
presents from Santa.

“As I grew up, I always 
came to these parties and my 
grandmother and my grandfa-
ther would run them. So, I was 

PNA Lodge 711 hosts Children’s Holiday PartyChildren’s Holiday Party

A group of happy children meeting Santa during the Polish National Alliance Lodge 711 Children’s Party 
Holiday at the Chicopee Falls Polish Home on Dec. 15.

A shot of the PNA logo.

Isabella Strand, Alexa Sherman and Katelynn Pronovost smile in 
front of the Christmas tree. The girls volunteered at the event as part 
of the National Honor Society at Minnechaug Regional High School.

Please see PNA, page 9
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JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230 
Jim.Potter@Raveis.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

Easy Propane 
Tank Swap Out! 

$99
Call For Details!

CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM

  

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Bacon Wilson Law Firm P.C. 
contacted Oliva and asked if she 
would be able to assist them in 
finding veterans who may be 
interested or in need of furniture, 
or small kitchen appliances like 
a coffee maker, microwave, and 
utensils. The firm also had two 
wheelchairs which have already 
found homes with veterans in 
need.

“I’m currently working with 
a VA case manager who recent-
ly helped move a veteran fami-
ly into Belchertown into a new 
apartment and we may be able to 
furnish many rooms in their new 
apartment,” said Oliva. 

However, the office takes 
donations year-round, and you 
can find a small donation-driven 
pantry outside the office in the 
hallway. 

“I prefer to keep it out there so 
folks can come and go and take 
things as they need without feel-
ing like they’re being watched or 
judged,” said Oliva. 

There is one large self that has 
food items, and the other has 
hygiene, cleaning, and household 
items. 

“We have many wonderful 
people in town who bring by 

non-perishables and hygiene 
items to help me keep the shelves 
stocked,” said Oliva. “A group 
from the Council on Aging has 
also been responsible for hun-
dreds of dollars in donations to 
make sure that I can stock those 
shelves when items are running 
low.”

Some items that go the fast-
est and are constantly needed 
include personal hygiene items, 
household and cleaning items, 
and paper products. 

For food, items like canned 
foods, pastas, and rice don’t go 
very quickly, but meal kits, cere-
al, spices, oils, tuna, and peanut 
butter go fast.

“The community is probably 
going to get tired of me saying I 
love it here so very much,” said 
Oliva. “There’s so much sup-
port; if I just mention that I need 
something for a veteran, some-
body comes out of the woodwork 
to help make sure that we’re ful-
filling the need.”

Donating items doesn’t have 
to take a lot, and just by adding 
a few extra items to your gro-
cery cart can make the biggest 
difference in someone else’s life, 
especially in the lives of veterans 
who fought for us. 

“I would like the community 

to know that my office is here to 
help veterans their dependents 
and their surviving spouses that 
are in need,” said Oliva. 

The holiday season is meant to 
be a time of giving, of family, of 
love, so consider giving the gift 
of a hat and gloves, a blanket, 
or even the ingredients to make 
your favorite meal, and watch the 
holiday cheer spread. 

VETERANS from page 1

Two arm 
chairs and an 
ottoman may not
look like much, but 
the conversations and 
fellowship here will last a lifetime. Blankets, sweatshirts, and coats, things we here in New England may be taking for 

granted.

A beautiful dresser, perfect for a new home to place your clothes in 
is an often taken-for-granted piece of furniture.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Warm tall socks help to keep 
your toes warm and cold air out 
of your boots.
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Starting Dec. 26, 2024
SelectSelect  HolidayHoliday

CandyCandy &  & SpecialtiesSpecialties
Up To 50% OFFUp To 50% OFF

HolidayHoliday  DecorationsDecorations
Up To 50% OFFUp To 50% OFF

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM – 5PM

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE 7AM – 6PM

CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

To All Our Customers & Friends

Randall’s Gift Cards
The Perfect Gift!

Ready For Pick Up
GREAT HOSTESS GIFTS

Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets,
Entertainments & MORE!

Gourmet Gourmet 
Gift BasketsGift Baskets

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays

FOR NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATIONS

Holiday Food
Call to Order 589-7071

Cocktail Shrimp, Stuffed Mushrooms,
Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna, 

Deli Platters, Fruit or Veggie Trays, 
Fresh Baked Pies & Desserts

 Craft Beers, Wines, 
Champagnes & Proseccos

Buy 6 Bottles of Wine
Mix & Match ~ Save 10%

For A Sparkling New Year!For A Sparkling New Year!

CelebrateCelebrate
The New Year The New Year 
With Sparkling Fresh FlowerWith Sparkling Fresh Flower
Bouquets & ArrangementsBouquets & Arrangements

Merry Christmas
 Happy New Year&

BELCHERTOWN
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

211 State Street, Belchertown, MA
(413) 324-1138

Proudly serving Belchertown and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Friday

DOGS     CATS     REPTILES     EXOTICS
AND NOW BIRDS!

★ ★

and perseverance. Beyond literacy, 
Oliver fostered empathy and com-
fort, leaving a lasting impact on our 
classroom,” said Crowe. 

As a way to share their apprecia-
tion for Officer Austin and her trusty 
partner Oliver, these four fifth grade 
classes worked together to collect 
donations for BARC and the Animal 
Shelter to help animals in need. 

The students and their families 
worked to bring in money, pet food, 
toys, treats, and little jackets for 
dogs and cats in need at the shel-
ter in order to thank Oliver for his 
vary special and appreciated visits to 
their classrooms. 

Several students collected these 
donations, and brought them to the 
shelter, as well as a handmade post-

er of a check made out to BARC for 
$100, which will go back in to help-
ing animals in need. 

“These donations will allow us to 
help the animals in our care and also 
help out pet owners in need in our 
community,” said Animal Control 
Officer Anna Fenton.

While this was the first time the 
Chestnut Hill fifth graders joined up 
to bring in donations, Belchertown 
students in many different grades 
have worked to donate food and toys 
to the shelter almost yearly.

“We are always looking to keep 
our pet food pantry stocked so that 
we can help out residents in need,” 
said Fenton. 

The animal control’s food pan-
try is filled with both wet and dry 
food for cats and dogs, including 
treats that will help the animals in 

the shelter, as well as the animals 
who are a part of our community. 

“What I love the most is the 
generosity of both the youngsters 
and adults in our community,” said 
Fenton. “If we have a need or an 
animal in our care has a need we 
have a community that will support 
us in our endeavors.”

Whether the animals are strays, 
ferals, or in need of new homes or 
behavioral help, the animal control 
office has been able to help count-
less animals and show them the love 
they need. 

“My favorite part of being an 
Animal Control Officer is being 
able to help both the animals and 
residents in our community,” said 
Fenton. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
The $100 donation, and the countless boxes and bags of treats, food, and toys for cats and dogs to enjoy. 

DONATION from page 1

Univ. of Utah’s summer 
2024 dean’s list

SALT LAKE CITY,  UT— 
Gianna Laroche, of Belchertown, 
was named to the University of 
Utah’s summer 2024 dean’s list.

Laroche  was  among more 
than 2,800 students named to the 
Summer 2024 Dean’s List at the 
U. To qualify, the students earned a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher in at least 12 
graded credit hours during the sum-
mer term.

Belchertown resident 
appointed to NSAC

DUDLEY— Troy Pel let ier 
of Belchertown, is one of 16 stu-
dents  appointed by Nichols 
College President Bill Pieczynski 
to the 2024-2025 Nichols Senior 
Advisory Council.

This group of accomplished 
seniors will meet with the President 
and members of the President’s 
Counsel monthly and act as an 
advisory group as the College plans 
for the future.

“Congratulations to the students 
selected for this year’s NSAC 
cohort. These are exemplary stu-
dents, citizens and leaders who 

have distinguished themselves 
among a strong senior class,” said 
Pieczynski. “Their insights will be 
invaluable to the leadership team, 
and we look forward to hearing 
their perspectives and learning more 
about these outstanding students.”

Upcoming NSAC meetings 
will include discussions on the 
College’s new initiatives as well as 
broader trends and issues in high-
er education. In addition to help-
ing Nichols enhance the overall 
experience for all members of its 
community, the meetings are also 
intended as an opportunity for stu-
dents to further strengthen their 
communication and presentation 
skills, which are critical to career 
advancement.

College College NOTES
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Have I saved Social Security 
money by claiming at 62?

 
Dear Rusty: 
I had to start collecting Social Security at 62 and I 

am 75 now. 
I believe that in the last 13 years I have saved 

Social Security money, so I do not know why I cannot 
draw my full benefits now.   

If I had started drawing at 65 at $1,200 per month, 
then I would have drawn $16,400 per year. Instead, I 
got $680 per month from 62 to 75 or $8,160 per year 
or about $106,000 over 13 years. Compare that to 
the age 65 amount of $14,400 per year for 10 years, 
which is $144,000. So, by claiming at 62, at age 75 
I have saved the government over $38,000. It would 
make seniors lives so much easier if they could draw 
full Social Security at 75 years old, after getting only 
part of their SS. 

Signed: Second-guessing  
 
Dear Second-guessing: 
The difference between benefits claimed at various 

ages causes many to reflect, as you have done, about 
what might have been had you waited longer to claim. 
But there is an error in your calculations. If your age 
62 monthly benefit is $680, your age 65 monthly ben-
efit would have been about $845, not $1,200. Thus, 
at 75 you would have collected about $101,400 by 
claiming at 65, vs. the $106,000 you have received by 
claiming at age 62. In other words, you still would not 
have broken even had you claimed at age 65.   

Social Security says that it doesn’t matter when 
you claim  they say that if you claim early your pay-
ments will be less, but you’ll get more of them. Where 
SSA’s argument falls apart is when life expectancy is 
longer. Our experience is that if you wait until your 
Full Retirement Age to claim, which is age 66 in your 
case vs. claiming at age 62, you will collect the same 
amount of total money at about age 78. 

In other words, the “breakeven age” for waiting 
until FRA to claim is about 78. So, you will reach 
your personal “breakeven age” in about 2 ½ years, 
at age 78). And this is precisely why we encourage 
everyone to understand their life expectancy when 
deciding when to claim Social Security those who 
expect to live longer will, indeed, get more SS money 
if they delay claiming.   

Your benefit is determined by your age when you 
claim and if you claim before your FRA your monthly 
amount is permanently reduced. If you claimed at 
age 62 and your monthly amount was $680, then in 
the four years until you reached age 66, your FRA,  
you would have received about $32,640. If you had, 
instead, waited until your FRA to claim, your ben-
efit at age 66 would have been about $906/month. 
Collecting $906/month (at 66) vs. $680/month (at 
62) would make your breakeven age about 78. If you 
claimed at age 65 instead of 62, your breakeven age 
would have been about a year earlier (77).  

So, have you saved Social Security money? Up to 
this point, you have not. Since you claimed at age 62, 
you have collected about $680/month for 13 years 
until you were 75 (or about $106,000). If you had 
waited until age 65 to claim you would have, instead, 
collected about $101,400 – in other words you have 
received more, so far, by claiming at age 62. But that 
will change when you reach 77, your breakeven age, 
had you claimed at 65). Starting at age 77, you will 
have received less in cumulative lifetime benefits 
because you claimed at age 62. 

Which, again, is why – at the AMAC Foundation’s 
Social Security Advisory Service – we encourage 
everyone to consider life expectancy when deciding 
when to take Social Security. Of course there are other 
factors too, not the least of which is financial need, but 
life expectancy is key. And since the benefit you get 
when you claim is permanent except for annual Cost 
of Living Adjustments, deciding when to claim Social 
Security is a decision which affects a lifetime. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Snowy owl

Snowy owls have already been spot-
ted in Massachusetts this year. 

They come from the tundra area 
of Canada into the United States during 
the winter. Usually, the snowy owls that 
head to this area are immature. This 
irruptive behavior may or may not be 
coordinated with the lemming cycle, one 
of their primary foods especially during 
their breeding cycle.

The snowy owl is about 24 inches long 
and primarily white, yellow eyes and 
variable amounts of black spots and bar-
ring. Immatures are darker than adults 
and females darker than males.

Snowy owls frequently hunt during the 
day. Their diet is mainly rodents, Arctic 
and snowshoe hares, fish, birds including 
waterfowl and carrion. 

They nest on the tundra in a shallow 
depression on a mound on top or on a 
gravel mound. They line the nest with 
feathers and bits of moss. The female 
lays three to ten white eggs. When prey 
is abundant the clutch size is larger. They 
make barking noises during breeding, but 
are quiet in winter.

They inhabit the open tundra and when 
they move south, they inhabit airports, 
beaches, marshes and open fields.

Many years ago, a snowy owl appeared 
in Oakham during the winter. I was lucky 

to see it perched on a fence post near 
an open field in the daytime. People 
came from all over to see this rare vis-
itor. Logan Airport is a popular winter 
stop over. 

Bald eagle sighting
On Dec. 2 I received an email from a 

Brimfield resident. He said, “I’ve been 
checking the local ponds but not a lot 
happening. However, I have seen a bald 
eagle or two at the pond on New Reed 
Street four time in the last two weeks and 
another birder I met there reported seeing 
eagles there that I missed. On one visit 
two adult bald eagles were sitting in the 
same dead tree about fifteen feet apart.”

Christmas Bird Count
He plans to participate in the Allen’s 

Bird Count Christmas Bird Count on 
Saturday, Dec. 14. National Audubon 
Society 125th Christmas Bird Counts 
take place Saturday, Dec. 14 through 
Sunday, Jan. 5, 2025. This is one of the 
most popular birding events of the year. 
It is rarely held on the actual designated 
holiday itself, counts are scheduled to 
take place on various days surrounding 
Dec. 25 within the official count peri-
od noted above. Counting takes place 
anytime during the 24 hours, mid-
night-to-midnight. 

The goal is to find, identify and 
count all birds within a 15-mile diam-
eter “count circle.”  All are welcome. 
Compilers do their best to make sure 
that beginners join a group with at 
least one experienced birder. Locations 
in late December include: Quabbin on 
Saturday, Dec. 28 compiler Scott Surner 
at ssurner@aol.com and Westminster 
on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025 compiler 
Charles Caron at 978-874-5649 or caron-
ev@aol.com.

People may visit https://www.audubon.
org/community-science/christmas-bird-
count to read about CBC history, science 
and data.

Juncos and snow 
The Brimfield resident noted a large 

flock of juncos about 40 the day before 

Please see BACKYARD, page 8
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By Julie Midura

 “I don’t think we’re on the 
trail anymore.” 

Tom and I drove to Mt. 
Monadnock in New Hampshire 
last week following a recent 
snowstorm. After parking our 
car at the trailhead, we made 
quick work of the road walk 
to the old Halfway House site, 
where we had a choice to make. 
We could continue straight 
ahead onto the well packed out 
and very popular White Arrow 
Trail, or hang a sharp right onto 
the lesser used and more diffi-
cult to follow Hello Rock Trail. 

We paused when we reached 
the junction. One look in the 
direction of Hello Rock Trail 
told us that we would have 
our work cut out for us if we 
chose that route. Not only was 
the snow much deeper than we 
expected, but there were no 
other boot prints in sight. We 
would be breaking trail. 

After not hiking anything 
strenuous in weeks and feeling 
less than confident in our ability 
to tackle some moderate trail 
breaking, I hesitated for a frac-
tion of a second. I took a deep 
breath, exhaled slowly, then 
turned right towards Hello Rock 
Trail. No time like the present 
to see just how out of shape we 
were! 

As we broke through the calf-
deep, thick blanket of white that 
covered the tread-way, the path 
was fairly obvious- four feet 
wide and slightly lower than 
the earth on either side. But We 
continued forward, undaunted 
by the fact that we were fairly 

certain we were no longer on 
the actual trail. After all, if we 
couldn’t locate the path, we’d 
just follow our footprints in the 
snow back to where the trail was 
more obvious, and then attempt 
to find the spot where we had 
made a wrong turn. In the 
meantime, we enjoyed moving 
through the Narnia-like forest 
of white. 

  I was in the lead when I 

stopped suddenly at the base 
of a very steep rock outcrop-
ping. The thought of going up 
the hill made my heart rate 
soar. However, the hope that we 
might be able to catch sight of 
the trail from the top and recon-
nect with the path we were sup-
posed to be on helped assuage 
my fear. I ignored my rapidly 
beating heart, slammed my trek-
king poles into the snow-cov-

ered rock, kicked my spike-clad 
boots into the snow, and hauled 
myself up. 

Only to realize that “You 
can’t get there from here.” 

Upon reaching the top of 
the snow covered ledge, we 
discovered that we were mere 
feet from a sheer vertical drop-
off. At this point, we had three 
options. Well, in reality, just 
two, since plunging off the 

ledge onto the jagged rocks 
below was never really a viable 
option to begin with. 

1- Continue bushwhacking 
upwards in an attempt to see 
where we would end up. The 
hope being that we’d eventual-
ly find Cliff Walk Trail. (Tom’s 
idea)

2- Turn back and try to find 
where we zigged when we 

Tom takes in the beautiful snow covered view. Julie smiles brightly at the top of Mt. Monadnock.

A wintry hike on Mt. Monadnock

Please see HIKE, page 7

❚ GUEST COLUMN 
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through our nationwide network! Bring us your waste oil, 
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A GREEN 
COMPANY
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Happy
New 
Year!

the Dec. 5 snow storm. He said, “Storms a commin’ I 
looked out near where the feeding stations are located 
and where I spread mixed seed on the ground and a 
quick count resulted in 40 junco. And chickadees and 
titmice were constantly back and forth to the black oil 
sunflower seed feeder.” I also saw a large flock of jun-
cos on my daughter’s lawn in Barre on that Wednesday.

Pond visits
The Brimfield resident makes frequent trips to ponds 

in his area. He found most of them frozen over on Dec. 
4. He did count 12 hooded mergansers at Holland Pond, 
a large group of mallards over 200 and three black 
ducks at Sherman Pond.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 6

should have zagged, and get back on the actual trail. 
(My idea) 

One of the great things about hiking with a partner is 
that when one of you has a harebrained, cockamamie, 
dare I say utterly ridiculous idea, the more rational one 
can help you dial back the crazy, so to speak

Now I’m not saying that I’m always the logical part 
of the equation. Quite the contrary. I’m usually the one 
who likes to push the envelope when we hike together. 
You know- find out just how much we are capable of.

In those instances, Tom graciously offers his unsolic-
ited advice, both for the betterment of our marriage, as 
well as to ensure that we aren’t put into a perilous situa-
tion by my occasionally wacky ideas.  

On Saturday, however, it was my turn to be the sen-
sible half of our partnership.  With temperatures in the 
teens,   I had no desire to continue bushwhacking in an 
area where a magnitude of snow had effectively erased 
the crevices and deep holes surrounding the enormous 
boulders which were lying in wait to swallow a leg or 
twist an ankle. And after only mild persuasion on my 
part, Tom agreed. Needless to say, ‘self preservation’ 
won out over ‘adrenaline rush’ and we turned back, 
eventually finding the sharp right turn we had missed 
earlier. 

And at the end of the day, the summit was reached, 
views were had, pizza was consumed, hot cider was 
enjoyed, joy was found.  And we lived to hike another 
day. 

Honestly, what more could we possibly ask for? 
See you in the wintry wild places, my friends! 
Follow Julie and Tom on Instagram @morethanthe-

mountain for more of their hiking adventures. 

HIKE from page 7❚ GRANBY 

GRANBY—Annual Census 
Information:  The 2025 Annual 
Census will be mailed out at the 
beginning of January, to avoid any 
voting problems please mail back 
your census.  

Compliance with this state 
requirement provides proof of res-
idence, it protects voting rights, 
veteran’s bonuses, housing for the 
elderly and related benefits.

The Annual Town Census does 
not register you as a voter or 
change your party enrollment.  You 
must fill out a voter registration 
form or a change of enrollment 
card. This can be done by going 

on-line at www.sec.state.ma.us and 
go under “Elections”, or for more 
information on voter registration 
call the Town Clerk’s office.

Also included with the Census is 
a flyer pertaining to voting, office 
hours, dog licensing, and a sched-
ule for the landfill pickup. 

Please continue to check our 
website at www.granby-ma.gov 
for any further information on any 
of our town affairs.

Dog Licenses:  The Annual 
Census contains a Pre-Registration 
form, and this is the First Notice 
for the 2025 dog licenses. Dog 
licenses are valid from April – 

April of each year however, if you 
wish to pre-register your dogs for 
2025, follow the instructions on 
the form and return it with the cen-
sus, or you may wait until March 
or April and stop by the office to 
license your dog.  Please note that 
after May 1, 2025, a $25.00 late 
charge may be applied along with 
the annual dog fee.

Thanking you all in advance for 
your cooperation with this mailing.

For any questions or concerns 
please call the Town Clerk’s 
office- 467-7178.

Granby Clerk Reminders

AMHERST – Winter at the 
Mount Holyoke Range is a mag-
ical experience, and a visit to the 
Notch Visitor Center, 1500 West 
St., Route 116, is the perfect way 
to enjoy it.

The Department of Conservation 
and Recreation’s Mount Holyoke 
Range State Park is ideal for hik-
ing, snowshoeing, and cross-coun-
try skiing. The Notch Visitor 
Center enhances your park expe-
rience with engaging exhibits that 
highlight the unique features of the 
Mount Holyoke Range. 

Special public programs provide 
a broader perspective of the park, 
and staff are on hand to offer trail 
information and hiking sugges-
tions. There’s something for every-
one, from beginners to seasoned 
adventurers.

Free admission and parking. The 
center is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

For more information and 
upcoming programs, call 413-253-
2883 or visit https://www.mass.
gov/locations/mount-holyoke-
range-state-park.

Notch Visitor Center open 
for winter 2024-2025

EQLT holds New 
Year’s Day walk

East Quabbin Land Trust will 
start off 2025 with a New Year’s 
Day walk, Wednesday, Jan. 1 at 
noon at the New Braintree Trail 
Station Site, 1700 Hardwick 
Road.

This will be a casual walk on 
the Mass Central Rail Trail in 
New Braintree and Hardwick. 
EQLT will also dedicate the 
Terry Briggs Memorial Bench 
in Wheelwright.
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B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Neighborhood
MarketplaceSUPPORT 

THESE 
HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
Contractors

MA Lic. #11406

(413) 323-6116(413) 323-6116
SCHEDULING SERVICE:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Residential & Commercial
PLUMBING SERVICES

• New Construction
• Remodeling • Repairs 

• High Efficiency Gas Boilers
• All Types of Hot Water Heaters 

Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless

www.dfplumbinginc.com

Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet

Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Happy 
Holidays!

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549

always a part of it and I thought 
it would be a good idea to help 
them set up because I know it 
takes a lot for her now as she’s 
gotten older,” Sherman said. 
“So, I thought it would be a 
good way to help give back to 
my community and help NHS 
be involved with the party.”

Sherman was excited to have 
NHS take part in the event as it 
provides the students an oppor-
tunity to give back and learn 
about PNA.

“It helps just give back to our 
communities like I’ve been say-
ing and I think it’s important to 
be involved in your community 
and to just help everyone who 
needs help or help people that 
need more help now,” Sherman 
said. “So, I think with helping 
the Polish National Alliance and 
different communities like that, 
it helps spread holiday cheer 
and it just assists people who 
need extra help.”

L ike  he r  g randmothe r, 
Sherman also believes in keep-
ing traditions alive.

“It’s important to keep that 
tradition and to keep all of your 
values as you grow up, so you 
can instill them in your family 
members and things like that,” 
Sherman said. “So, they can 
grow up knowing about their 
heritage and their ethnicity 
because that’s what this party’s 
about.”

Teresa Sherman wants the 
community to know how much 
the PNA enjoys holding this 
event.

“It’s very heartwarming. It’s 
a lot of work to begin with, but 
it’s really worth it to see every-
body having a good time,” 
Sherman said.

Alexa Sherman’s message to 
everyone is the importance of 
getting together.

“Some of these families may 
not know each other, but when 

they come to this party they 
may all establish a great connec-
tion just because of a similari-
ty of being Polish or whatever 
or even just the holiday spirit,” 
Sherman said. “Just coming 
together and having fun I think 
that’s just great.”

PNA from page 5

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS
Members of the PNA Lodge 711 and members of the Wilbraham 
PNA Lodge 3276 also got to meet with Santa Claus in this fun group 
photo.

B E L C H E R T O W N  –  
The body of a 27-year-old 
Belchertown man was discov-
ered this morning in a wooded 
area two days after he was last 
seen by family.  

Belchertown Police and 
Firefighters, State Police 
D e t e c t ive s  a t t a c h e d  t o 
the Northwestern District 
Attorney’s Office, pilots with 
the Massachusetts State Police 
Air Wing unit as well as the 

Special Emergency Response 
Team searched for the missing 
man on foot, by helicopter and 
with drones Wednesday after-
noon and evening and again 
this morning.  

He was discovered in the 
woods this morning. No foul 
play is suspected. The Office 
of the Chief Medical Examiner 
will determine the cause of 
death. 

Missing Belchertown 
man discovered deceased

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

PALMER – Local to South 
Hadley, musician Kyle Ray 
will be performing for one 
night only at the Palmer 
Historical Cultual Center on 
Saturday, December 28, 2024. 

The concert will feature his 
brand new single, “Shoebox”, 
a song about his life and story, 
will be performed live for the 
very first time on a stage, so be 

sure to mark your calendar. 
You can find tickets by 

scanning the QR code for 
$15 ahead of time, or $20 at 
the door. The address is 2072 
Main Street, Three Rivers, MA 
01080.

Don’t miss this chance to 
welcome home a neighbor, 
and spend some time before 
the New Year listening to some 
good music, and hearing for 
the first time a new song that 
will end up in your saved play-
list.

Local musician hits 
the stage in Palmer

support community journalism
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Central 

processing unit
  4. Taxi
  7. Body part
  8. Papal court
 10. Young women 

making their 
public debuts

 12. Metal shackles
 13. Joseph’s wife
 14. Licensed 

professional
 16. Partner to 

cheese
 17. Mild fruits
 19. File format
 20. Province of 

Indonesia
 21. Beloved grilled 

foods
 25. Bar bill
 26. Don’t know 

when yet
 27. Whale ship 

captain

 29. Touches softly
 30. Mock
 31. Red-brown 

Pacific sea 
bream

 32. Summer 
entertainment 
options

 39. Protective crust
 41. Cool!
 42. Behave in a way 

that belittles
 43. Denial
 44. A place to sleep
 45. Electronic 

counter-
countermeasures

 46. Intestinal 
pouches

 48. SE Asia family of 
languages

 49. Sound
 50. Select
 51. Give the 

impression of 
dishonesty

 52. Witness

CLUES DOWN
  1. Of cadmium
  2. Deliver a 

sermon
  3. Inner regions of 

a shadow
  4. Aggressive dog
  5. Smells
  6. Twofold
  8. Former OSS
  9. Computer 

language
 11. Indian groom
 14. Automobile
 15. Hairstyle
 18. Atomic #76
 19. Guy (slang)
 20. Ladies’ 

undergarments
 22. Furniture with 

open shelves
 23. Back-arc basin
 24. Partner to flow
 27. A type of horse

 28. Possesses
 29. Split pulses
 31. Small amount
 32. Flat-bottomed 

riverboat
 33. Not good
 34. Atomic #31
 35. Assist in 

committing a 
crime

 36. Chauvinists
 37. Get away
 38. One of a 

people who 
speaks a 
Semitic 
language

 39. Civil rights 
college 
organization

 40. Combustible 
dark rocks

 44. Grocery 
container

 47. Central 
nervous system MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & 
ADVERTISING DEADLINE for Dec. 30 - Jan. 3.
Place your advertisement no later than

Fri., Dec. 27 Noon

Submitted by Brian Bachand

BELCHERTOWN—On Dec. 11, 
the 7th Grade Students of Mr. Daniel 
Baecher’s STEM class at Jabish Middle 
School, were treated to a live presen-
tation of the significance and impor-
tance of what they have been learning. 
Students in Mr.Baecher’s class currently 
have begun to research and construct 
their own Mini Car, or scale model box 
car. During their design process and con-
struction, the students are taught funda-
mental principles that affect the mini car 
at each function level. 

To help his students get a better idea of 
this process, Mr.Baecher decided to think 
outside the box by inviting local business 
Westover Auto Salvage to come present 
in his class. 

Brian Bachand, CEO of Westover Auto 
Salvage, a family owned business here in 
Belchertown reached out to Mr. Baecher. 
“I wanted to reach out and acknowledge 
Dan’s hard work and praise his commit-
ment to creativity and excellence with 
what and also how he teaches in the 
classroom. As a business operator here in 
town, we wanted to see how our business 
could better help serve the community 
and lend support to our education sys-
tem”, Brian went on to say. 

STEM Class is a class that specializes 
in the subjects of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics   or 
(STEM). STEM is where students learn 
through an integrated approach that 
emphasizes critical thinking, problem 
solving and applying knowledge to real 
world situations, often through hands-on 
activities and interactive projects. 

A modern take on shop class, STEM 
Class is boundless in its material yet 
focused on demonstrating and giving stu-

dents the tools and knowledge needed to 
decode, dissect and dismantle a subject 
and be able to understand its composition 
and then put it back together, or bring 
it full circle. 
In summary, 
it is a class 
that  shows 
t h e  w h a t , 
why and how 
we apply this 
type of infor-
mation and 
skill set, and 
the s ignifi -
cance of it.

To demon-
strate the sig-
nificance of 
STEM Class, 
Bachand and 
Baecher came up with the idea to bring 
an example of real world application to 
the classroom. 

“We have started work on our mini 
cars and are currently covering the prin-
ciples of propulsion, structure, suspen-
sion, linkage and guidance” Baecher pre-
viously informed Bachand. 

“What if we bring in some auto parts 
that relate to these concepts, that way the 
kids can have visuals and have hands-on 
interactive learning with these parts and 
see how they relate to what we are doing 
in class” Baecher then went on to say. 

Westover Auto Salvage provided the 
auto parts for the presentation along with 
an introduction video, a Spectrum News 
coverage on the Business. The presenta-
tion began in the way that Mr.Baecher’s 
STEM Classes usually begin with, a cou-
ple fine tuned dad jokes. 

“It was excellent, Dan is a genius, I 
mean his dad jokes are onpoint whilst 

mine are more point and laugh. But the 
kids either love the joke or they love the 
cringe effect that these gems seem to 
elicit”, Brian later admitted. 

A f t e r  t h e 
q u i c k  c o m e -
dy show,  Mr. 
Baecher intro-
duced Westover 
A u t o ’ s  C E O 
B a c h a n d  a n d 
showed the class 
the clip of his 
business. Brian 
began by explain-
ing what happens 
at Westover Auto 
Salvage and what 
the business offers 
the community and 

its customers. 
He then went on to explain the signif-

icance of used auto parts and the auto 
recycling industry.

This included informing students of 
how Westover Auto creates an outlet for 
end of life vehicles, reuses, recycles and 
reconditions all quality used parts, fluids 
and commodities. Students also learned 
how using used parts is an eco-friendly 
and economically favorable alternative 
to buying new at a fortune cost and a 
way to decrease one’s carbon footprint 
while increasing support for a circular 
economy. 

However it was when Brian got to 
parts on the students’ tables that the stu-
dents’ interests were really piqued. 

Bachand lead on that “We brought 
in some quality used parts that we sell 
and went into the what, hows and whys 
of each part. What each part is. A coil 
spring to represent suspension or a steer-
ing gear rack to exemplify linkage. How 
each part serves its function on the vehi-
cle and how it is harvested from our end 
of life vehicles and how it can be reused 
on another vehicle or recycled. Lastly 
they addressed why, why it relates to not 
only the principles Mr.Baecher is cover-
ing, but why these parts and principles 
are so important to what Westover Auto 
does for work, and also important for the 
students and their families who have, use 
or rely on automotive transportation and 
mechanics”. 

With these parts debriefed, students 
were then allowed to handle each part 
and ask questions.

“We want the students to be able to see 
the bigger picture of how what we learn 
in STEM class is all around us on a daily 
basis and their understanding of what we 
are learning in the classroom familiar-
izes them with problem solving, critical 

thinking and common sense that is need-
ed and used in and beyond the walls of 
Jabish Brook”, Dan discussed with Brian 
during the interactive proportion. 

Students then inspected and investigat-
ed each part and parlayed both Bachand 
and Baecher with questions such as; 
what happens if this goes bad, where on 
the vehicle is this located or how does 
that come apart? All fielded questions 
were excellent and thought provoking 
and led to the students having time to 
bring out their Mini Cars and present 
them. 

The students demonstrated their prog-
ress and designs to Mr. Bachand and 
gained insight on their cars from sugges-
tions and facts from both their presenter 
and their teacher. 

“I am truly impressed, the ingenuity 
and the comprehension of these students 
is very encouraging and that is not only 
testament to who they are as students, 
but a reflection of how incredible of a 
job that Dan is doing as their teacher. 
He brings energy and engagement to the 
class, going above and beyond to see 
that all his students are understanding 
not only the concepts and the curriculum 
but also its importance and relativity” 
Bachand shared upon reflection. 

Mr. Baecher concluded that, “it was 
a pleasure to have Brian present and 
showcase Westover Auto Salvage and 
the significance of their business. How 
they are a certified auto recycler and not 
a junkyard, and also the importance of 
auto recycling and bringing to class the 
real life examples that personify the con-
cepts we are learning about. He was well 
received by the students and we look for-
ward to partnering up again.” 

The students will continue to work 
on their mini cars and will culminate in 
grading and testing and seeing which 
cars perform the best.Westover Auto 
Salvage would like to extend a huge 
thank you to Mr. Daniel Baecher, Jabish 
Brook Middle School and its students, 
for the wonderful opportunity to be able 
to present, educate and take part in their 
educational journey. 

The business looks forward to further 
advocacy and future educational benefits 
and community events. For all your auto-
motive needs, please call 413-323-4210. 

In the meantime, Westover Auto 
encourages all to continue to work hard 
and allow for education to excel. Help 
give support and show appreciation for 
our community’s educators wherever and 
however you can. 

Think outside the box and always be 
willing to learn something new, especial-
ly if it is just simply, a sweet dad joke.    

Westover Auto Salvage presents at Jabish Brook Middle School

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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BELCHERTOWN – After a 
pair of losses at home against 
South Hadley and Monument 
Mounta in ,  Be lche r town 
High School boys basketball 
was able to get into the win 

column with a victory over 
Hoosac Valley on Dec. 18 
80-68. In the victory, Brice 
Letendre had a huge game 
with 37 points. Shea MacLean 
had 15 points and Jacob 

Pacunas added 12 points. 
The Orioles were scheduled 
to face Granby on Friday, 
Dec. 27 at 7 p.m., then will 
be off until Jan. 6 against 
Easthampton.

Orioles begin season 1-2
Brice Letendre makes a rebound 
and heads across the court.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Ian McDonald makes his way down the court.

Jacob Pacunas works around 
the perimeter.

Shea MacLean flies for the 
layup.

Kaden Czaporowski holds the 
ball back before making a run 
into the paint.

Rams take Rams take 
charge of Palmercharge of Palmer

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN—A dual 
wrestling meet was held in the 
Belchertown High School gym-
nasium last Tuesday night for 
the first time since 2016.

The Orioles were trail-
ing, 30-18, against Frontier 
Regional before taking a six-
point lead with the help of 
three consecutive forfeits by 
the Red Hawks.

The visitors from South 
Deerfield did secure a 42-36 
victory by recording pins in the 

final two matches.
“We’re very happy to have 

the wrestling program back,” 
said Orioles wrestling coach 
Kevin McNeill, who’s also 
Belchertown’s first-year ath-
letic director. “We also have 
a youth wrestling program in 
town and a lot of those wres-
tlers were here tonight watch-
ing the high school kids com-
pete.” 

The Orioles began the reg-
ular season by competing in a 
tournament at Holyoke High 
School

O’Neill was a physical edu-

cation teacher at the Swift 
River Elementary School 
before replacing Jennifer 
Gouvin as athletic director 
back in August. He has been a 
wrestling coach at Granby and 
South Hadley High School’s. 
He was an assistant wrestling 
coach at Minnechaug Regional. 
He also began the Belchertown 
youth wrestling program a cou-
ple of years ago.    

“My wife, Joanna, and I, 
along with several other peo-
ple, began the youth wrestling 
program in Belchertown two 
years ago,” O’Neill added. “We 

had 40 kids in the program the 
first year. We then had 75 kids 
the second year.”     

O’Neill held a meeting with 
Belchertown High School prin-
cipal, Christine Vigneux, and 
the school counsel about bring-
ing back the wrestling program 
at the high school.

“We met with Mrs. Vigneux 
and the school counsel at the 
end of the 2023-24 school year 
about bringing back the high 
school wrestling program,” 
O’Neill said. “We were able to 

Ryan Colon takes his shot on the 
hoop.

Gavier Fernandez 
sets for the
 jump shot.

GRANBY – Last Monday 
night, Granby High School 
boys basketball grabbed its sec-
ond win of the season, holding 
on for a 57-51 win over Palmer. 
The Panthers kept the game close 
throughout, but Granby was able 
to hold its lead late in the game, 
not allowing the Panthers to grab 
a lead. The Panthers suffered 
their first loss of the season while 
Granby improved to 2-0.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Sawyer Clarke flies for a layup.
Riley Goodhind goes for a 
off-balance shot.

Belchertown wrestling returns to the mat HoopHall 
ceremony 
announced

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
Naismith  Basketbal l  Hal l 
of Fame announced that the 
Class of 2025 Enshrinement 
Ceremony will take place on 
Saturday, Sept. 6, in Springfield 
– the Birthplace of Basketball.

The nominees for the upcom-
ing class were set to be revealed 
on Thursday, Dec. 19, at 3 p.m. 
during “NBA Today” on ESPN. 
The Class of 2025 Finalist 

Please see WRESTLING, page 12 Please see HOOP HALL, page 12
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❚ SPORTS 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—The 
members of the Ludlow varsity 
hockey team began the 2024-25 
regular season by celebrating a 
pair of overtime victories in a 
span of 48 hours.

The two overtime goals were 
scored by junior captains.

Defenseman Sean Kefalas, 
who recorded a hat-trick in the 
season opener, netted the game 
winning goal against Agawam 
with 39.8 seconds remain-
ing in OT. It gave the Lions a 
5-4 victory at the Olympia Ice 
Center in West Springfield, last 
Thursday night. 

Two days later, on Saturday, 
Dec. 14, the Lions returned to 
Olympia and celebrated another 
5-4 overtime win against Berry 
Division rival Minnechaug 
Regional.  Forward Tanner 
Severyn scored the game-win-
ning goal with 3:38 remaining 
in OT. It was a memorable day 
for Severyn, who celebrated his 
17th birthday with a goal and 
two assists.      

“This is the first time that I’ve 
scored a game winning goal 
in a varsity hockey game, and 
it feels great,” Severyn said. 
“Scoring the game winning goal 
in overtime is one of the best 
birthday presents that I could 
receive.” 

It was the first time that 
Severyn, who’s also a mem-
ber of the Lions golf team, had 
played a varsity hockey game 
on his birthday. 

Severyn only played in four 
varsity hockey games as a fresh-
man before suffering a right 
knee injury which required sea-
son ending surgery. He scored 
ten goals last season. He scored 
a goal in the season opening 
victory against the Brownies. 
Severyn also has twelve career 
assists.

Not only did the Lions (2-0) 
win their first two games of this 
season in OT, but they also lost 
their final two games a year ago 
in overtime. 

The Lions lost 3-2 in OT to 
Taconic in the Western Mass. 
Class B. finals. Two days later, 
the Lions lost by the same score 
in OT to Norton High School in 
a preliminary round game in the 
Division 3 state tournament.  

“This was our fourth overtime 
game in a row dating back to 
last season,” said Ludlow head 
coach Paul Rivest. “I’m glad 
that we won today’s game, but 
we didn’t play particularly well. 
Whenever we took the lead, we 
allowed them to score a goal. 
We can’t afford to keep giving 
up leads.”    

Ludlow is a co-op hockey 
team for the first time. Seven 
of the players listed on the 

Lions hockey roster attend 
Belchertown High School. 

The  Belcher town p lay-
ers  are freshman Andrew 
Lambert, senior Charlie Fijal, 
sophomore William Mitus, 
senior Owen Hess, sophomore 
Gavin Harrington, senior Jack 
Mandeville, and junior Donald 
Rogers, who was the starting 
goalie in the first meeting of 
the regular season against the 
Falcons (0-1).

Fijal recorded a hat-trick in 
last Saturday’s game. He also 
assisted on Severyn’s game win-

ning overtime goal.
“Charlie is  a great 

hockey player and it’s 
great playing on the same 
vars i ty  hockey team 

with him,” Severyn said. “We 
were also teammates at the 
youth level, so I’ve known him 
for a long time. We probably 
wouldn’t have had a hockey 
team this year without the play-
ers from Belchertown.”  

Ludlow was also moved into 
the Berry Division, along with 
Greenfield during the offseason.

“We’ll be playing a much 
stronger schedule this year, 
which will help us in the power 
rankings,” Rivest said. “We’re a 
Division 3 team and both of our 

wins came against Division 2 
opponents. We should skyrocket 
in the state power rankings.”    

Minnechaug, who went 11-10 
last season, is one of the few 
Western Mass. hockey teams 
that hasn’t formed a co-op with 
another school. The Falcons 
defeated the Lions, 3-1, a year 
ago.

The only three seniors listed 
on the Falcons roster are Ben 
Daniels, Brayden O’Sullivan, 
and Matt Beaudin.

Freshman goalie Matt Lafley 
was credited with 14 saves in 
his first varsity start.

The Lions took a 1-0 lead 

Lions get second overtime win

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Charlie Fijal looks to shoot.

Nick Deroin enters the offensive zone.

Sean Kefalas approaches the opposing 
defense.

Evan Dias heads down the ice. Mike Rubin attempts to pass up the ice.Tanner Severyn maneuvers through traffic.

get the program back again and 
we’re very excited about it.”      

Only  a  couple  o f  the 
Belchertown wrestlers had ever 
wrestled in a match before this 
winter.

“We have  twenty  s tu -
dent-athletes on the wrestling 
team, which is phenomenal,” 
O’Neill said. “Only a couple 
of them had ever wrestled at 
the youth level. It’s like having 
a blank canvas because most 
of these kids had no idea what 
they were doing on the first 
day of practice. The coaching 
staff does have a lot of experi-
ence and we’re going to teach 
them everything that they need 
to know about wrestling. It’s 
been a lot of fun watching them 
improve a little bit each day. 
We just want them to enjoy the 
sport.”

The three seniors listed on 
the Belchertown wrestling ros-
ter are Jack Bergeron, Max 
Bessette, and Jack Lacroix.

“I give our three seniors a 

lot of credit,” O’Neill said. 
“They’re trying something that 
they’ve never done before in 
their final year of high school.” 

This past fall, Bergeron was 
a reserve player on the Orioles 
boys’ varsity soccer team.       

“I’m very glad the wrestling 
program is back, but I wish I 
was a freshman” Bergeron said. 
“Anyone can be a wrestler, and 
it was something that I really 
wanted to try. Coach McNeill 
is an outstanding wrestling 
coach, and I’ve already learned 
a lot from him. It has been a lot 
of fun so far.” 

Bergeron was scheduled 
to compete in the 175 weight 
class against Frontier, but 
he won that match by a for-
feit. Freshman Ronan Mosher 
(165), junior Edan Chaverri 
(126) and Bessette (190) also 
won their matches by forfeits.

“If you can fill your entire 
line-up, you’re going to be a 
very good wrestling team,” 
O’Neill said. “It’s a challenge, 
but we just want to get more 
kids interesting in trying a new 

sport.”
The 106 match was declared 

a no contest because neither 
team had a wrestler in that 
weight class.

The only other match forfeit-
ed by Belchertown was the 132 
weight class.

Belchertown sophomore 
Andre Jarry (138), who had 
previously wrestled at the 
youth level, recorded a pin at 
1:32 of the first round. It was 
the Orioles’ first pin of the 
match.

“I did wrestle at the youth 
level for five years,” Jarry said. 
“I came out strong in the first 
round and it feels very good to 
win the first match of my high 
school career.”

Jarry is looking forward to 
the dual meet at Pathfinder 
Tech on January 8. His older 
brother, Dominic, is a senior on 
the Pioneers wrestling team.

“I’m really looking forward 
to that match a lot,” Andre 
Jarry said. “I won’t be wres-
tling against my older broth-
er because we’re in different 

weight classes. I’m hoping that 
we can win that match.”  

Junior Evan Perkins (150) 
also pinned his opponent 14 
seconds into the opening round, 
which sliced the Orioles deficit 
to 24-18.    

The other members of the 
Belchertown wrestling team are 
freshman James Bentley, fresh-
man Brogan Bottari, freshman 
Derek DeLorenzo, freshman 
Grayden Kendall, freshman 
William Verrochi Jr., soph-
omore Oliver Hellyar, soph-
omore Zach Restucci, sopho-
more Troy Robinson, sopho-
more Luke Roy, junior Chase 
Fraga, junior Eli Grillo, junior 
Alex Maroney, and junior 
Adam O’Rourke.  

The Belchertown assistant 
wrestling coaches are Bill 
Verrochi, and Mike Dull.      

The Orioles’ only other 
two home dual meets will be 
against Longmeadow (Jan 22) 
and Hampden Charter (Jan. 
29).

WRESTLING from page 11

Announcement will be Friday, 
Feb. 14, as part of the NBA All-
Star Weekend in San Francisco, 
and the Class of 2025 will be 
announced on Saturday, April 
5, during the NCAA Final Four 
Weekend in San Antonio.

Enshr inement  Weekend 
will begin at the Mohegan 
Sun on Friday, September 5, 
with the Tip-Off Celebration 
and Awards Gala, inclusive 
of the Class of 2025 jacket 
and ring presentation and the 
annual Hall of Fame Awards. 
The Enshrinement Ceremony 
will take place the following 
day in Springfield’s histor-
ic Symphony Hall and will be 
available to a global audience.

A full schedule of events will 
be announced at a later date.

HOOP HALL from page 11

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

Please see LIONS, page 13
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Complete

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call Maureen at 
413-283-8393 to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

$999
/each

Power Service 
Diesel
32 fl. oz.

SAVE

38%

❚ SPORTS 

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (12-
10-2-1) fell victim to a 
two-goa l  comeback 
by the Charlotte 
C h e c k e r s 
( 1 5 - 6 - 1 - 2 ) 
last Wednesday 
night at Bojangles 
Coliseum in a 4-3 
defeat. 

The T-Birds did 
themselves no favors by taking 
back-to-back penalties just four 
seconds apart, resulting in 1:57 
of two-man advantage time for 
the league’s top power play. 
Steve Konowalchuk’s team dug 
in, though, as Vadim Zherenko 
and the penalty killers did the 
job to survive the lengthy threat.

Charlot te  s t i l l  rode the 
momentum from the power play 
to the game’s opening tally by 
Oliver Okuliar at 4:45 of the 
first period, giving the Checkers 
a 1-0 advantage.

A f t e r  t h e  bu r s t  f r o m 
Charlotte, the T-Birds quickly 
chipped away on the shot board. 
At 15:00 of the frame, Dalibor 
Dvorsky brought Springfield 
even with his team-leading 
11th of the season, cashing in 
on a rebound at the edge of the 
crease and driving it past former 
T-Bird Chris Driedger. 

The 1-1 score continued for 
nearly a whole period 

of game action until 
the T-Birds’ third 

and  four th 
units cap-
italized on 

back-to-back 
shif ts .  Tanner 
Dickinson start-
ed the scoring 

blitz with a wris-
ter from the left circle that 

glanced off traffic and eluded 
Driedger at 14:02 of the second 
period, making it a 2-1 lead for 
Springfield.

34 seconds later, Mathias 
Laferriere and Drew Callin 
entered the offensive zone on a 
2-on-1 and took advantage of 
the situation. Driedger made an 
initial pad save off a Laferriere 
shot from the left  circle. 
However, the rebound kicked 
right to Callin, who quickly 
deked to the forehand and put 
it behind Driedger to give the 
T-Birds a 3-1 advantage.

Penal t ies ,  though,  con-
tinued to throw a wrench in 
the T-Birds’ plans, and the 
Charlotte power play finally 
connected in the final minute of 
the second as Rasmus Asplund 
redirected a Trevor Carrick 
wrist shot behind Zherenko, 

chopping the lead to 3-2 at 
19:21 of the middle frame.

For a second straight night, 
rookie Ben Steeves provid-
ed a clutch tying marker for 
Charlotte, taking a feed from 
Okuliar in the right circle and 
snapping a shot past Zherenko’s 
stick hand at 3:55 of the third, 
bringing the game to a stale-
mate, 3-3.

The two teams did not gener-
ate much after the Steeves goal, 
with the two clubs combining 
for only eight shots in the entire 
third period, and the tie score 
carried into the final three min-
utes of the game. 

Again, discipline proved piv-
otal, as Tobias Bjornfot drew a 
high-sticking double minor and 
a four-minute power play for 
the Checkers with 2:39 remain-
ing. 

The league’s top man advan-
tage lived up to their billing 
in the final minute, as Wilmer 
Skoog unloaded a blistering 
one-time slapper that found 
twine with 54 seconds left to 
give Charlotte the 4-3 lead. 
Springfield’s last-ditch efforts to 
tie came up empty in the closing 
moments, and Charlotte com-
pleted the two-game sweep of 
the T-Birds.

T-Birds fall to Checkers on the road

W O R C E S T E R  – 
T h e   Wo r c e s t e r  R a i l e r s 
Hockey Club  (@RailersHC), 
p r o u d   E C H L   ( @ E C H L ) 
affiliate of the  New York 
Islanders  (@NYIslanders) 
a n d  C h i e f  O p e r a t i n g 
Officer Michael G. Myers have 
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t   B o b 
Deraney  has taken on a new 
role within the organiza-
t ion ,   Head of  Scout ing , 
e f f e c t i v e  i m m e d i a t e -
ly.  Nick Tuzzolino  has been 
named Head Coach & General 
Manager  of the Worcester 
Railers. 

“Bob has been a part of the 
Railers family for a number of 
years,” Myers said. “We can’t 
thank him enough for his ded-
ication and commitment to this 
organization over the past sev-
eral seasons. We look forward 
to him continuing to work with 
the team in this new role.” 

Tuzzolino becomes the 
fifth head coach in Worcester 

Railers history after serving as 
General Manager & Associate 
Head Coach to begin the sea-
son. He first came to Worcester 
in June after he spent the 2023-
24 season as assistant coach 
and director of player devel-
opment with the Savannah 
Ghost Pirates. As a defensem-
an, he played over 500 games 
professionally between the 
UHL, IHL, ECHL & American 
Hockey League from 2007-
2023. During his initial retire-
ment, he coached the Buffalo 
Jr. Sabres of the Ontario Junior 
Hockey League from 2016-20. 

“In his time here, Nick has 
demonstrated his readiness to 
lead the team both on and off 
the ice,” Myers said. “He has a 
wealth of experience in dissect-
ing professional systems and 
working in pro player devel-
opment. We’re excited for him 
to take the reins and continue 
his work on bringing a winning 
culture to Worcester.” 

Railers announce 
major coaching change

in the latest meeting with the 
Falcons following a 5-on-3 
power play goal by Fijal with 
4:13 remaining in the opening 
period. The duo of sophomore 
Evan Dias and Severyn were 
credited with the assists.

With 58.7 seconds left in 
the period, Minnechaug junior 
Dom Fiorentino scored a power 
play goal on a rebound shot that 
deflected off Rogers (27 saves). 

In the middle of the second 
period, back-to-back goals from 
Kefalas and Fijal gave the Lions 

a 3-1 advantage.
Minnechaug managed to slice 

their deficit in half following 
a goal from sophomore Liam 
Faneuff with 6:57 left in the sec-
ond period. Faneuff’s linemates, 
Enzo Hrycay and Jake Moore, 
who are both juniors, were cred-
ited with the assists.     

Ludlow entered the third peri-
od holding a slim 3-2 advantage.

Less than two minutes into 
the final period of regulation, 
a goal by Minnechaug sopho-
more Ethan Kelliher, which 
was assisted by freshman Ryan 
Donovan tied the score for the 

second time.
A couple of minutes later, 

Fijal completed his first hat-
trick wearing a Ludlow jersey 
on a tip-in goal. Severyn was 
given his second assist of the 
game on the go-ahead goal.  

The score was tied again at 
4-4 after Donovan fired a low 
shot that snuck into the net past 
Rodgers with eight minutes 
remaining in regulation.

The Berry Division match-up 
would remain tied until Severyn 
became the hero on his birthday 
a little more than a minute into 
the overtime period. 

LIONS from page 12

Coaches hired after Aug. 
1, 1998 are required to take a 
coaching course to be eligible 
to coach high school sports in 
Massachusetts.

According the Pioneer 
Valley Interscholastic Athletic 
Associat ion,  a l l  coaches 
hired prior to Aug. 1, 1998 
are exempt from taking the 
Fundamentals of Coaching 
Course. Coaches hired after 
that and before July 1, 2005 
must have completed the 
NFHS Fundamen ta l s  o f 
Coaching Course with the 
exception of Certified MA 
teachers.

All coaches (stipend or vol-
unteer) first serving as an inter-
scholastic coach after July 1, 
2005 must complete the NFHS 
Fundamentals of Coaching 

Course, and an approved 
Sports First Aid course.

The NFHS Fundamentals 
of Coaching Course require-
ment must be met through 
attending an MIAA sponsored 
Fundamentals of Coaching 
Class with MIAA Certified 
Instructors. Must be completed 
and passed prior to coaching a 
second year.

The NFHS Sports First 
Aid may be met by complet-
ing on-line courses with the 
NFHS  www.nfhslearn.com. 
Must be passed prior to coach-
ing a third year.

Additional requirements for 
all coaches:

Massachuset ts  requires 
coaches to be certified in 

Coaching classes available

Please see CLASSES, page 15
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA
138,400 miles. Well-cared for 

and in good condition.
$2,500/OBO – MUST SELL.
Please call (541) 654-6007,

leave message.

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL 
MALE, liver tri-colored. current on 
shots, soft temperament. $100. 413-
596-8190.

The Town of Oakham is seeking 
an experienced municipal Treasurer/
Collector. 15 hours a week, negotia-
ble pay based on experience. Please 
send resumes to admin@oakham-
ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. 

Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com 

or email Administrator@Townof-
Blandford.com 

for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

BEDROOMS(s) 
AVAILABLE NOW:

4BR/2BA house in peaceful Palmer 
neighborhood, flexible terms. $925 in-
cluding utilities/parking. Pets/420 ok. 
Friendly live-in landlady. Women/NBs 
only. Email your situation/preferences: 
deirdre@mit.edu

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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������������

������������������

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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❚ PUBLIC NOTICES 

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel Public Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Division
Docket No. HS24P0417EA

Estate of: 
William Henry Vageline 

Date of Death: 03/25/2023
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Margo J.  Vagel ine  of 
Belchertown, MA

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

Margo J. Vageline of 
Belchertown, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 

Representative under the 
Massachuset ts  Uniform 
P roba t e  Code  w i thou t 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
12/26/2024 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069  •  413-283-8393  •  www.turley.com

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE

In observance of NEW YEAR’S
PUBLIC NOTICES 

WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Fri., Dec. 27 NoonFri., Dec. 27 Noon

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

CPR per Section 1. Section 47A of chap-
ter 71 of the General Laws. Additionally, 
AED training is required and will most 
likely be done in conjunction with the 
existing mandated CPR training.

All MIAA member school coach-
es (stipend or volunteer) are required 
to take annually the on-line National 
Federation Concussion Course, or other 
MA Department of Public Health rec-
ognized education program, prior to the 
start of their season.  Rugby Coaches 

must see Rule 76.2 for additional coach-
es’ education information.

Any questions, please call Donna 
Harr ington  a t   508-541-9804  or 
email dharrington@miaa.net.

Fundamentals of coaching classes are 
being offered on Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
2025 from 4 to 8 p.m. and Saturday, 
Feb. 8, 2025 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Classes are open until capacity is 
reached and then a waiting list is estab-
lished. There are online components to 
the course once the classroom portion is 
completed

CLASSES from page 13

Granby Public Schools Director of 
Finance and Operations Todd Dorman 
said the range posted last time would be 
a good start.

“We can verify this. There was some 
legislature or ruling about salary ranges 
on Deason job posting,” he said. “We 
can do ‘commensurate on experience and 
qualification.’”

Committee loses one, gains another
Within the last month, the commit-

tee saw Lafond’s appointment and Jill 
Pelletier’s resignation, effective Dec. 18.

Bartosz said she hopes filling the posi-
tion will take less than eight months.

Building improvements
Dorman also updated the board on the 

asbestos management program. 
“We are, at this time, doing our three-

year review of that program and rein-
spection at the Granby Jr./Sr. High 
School,” he said. “They’ll make recom-
mendations around the procedures that 
we do, East Meadow isn’t impacted.”

When the school renovation was done, 
Dorman said there was nothing specified 
or used containing asbestos. 

However, at the high school, there are 
floor tiles that have asbestos embedded 
in them. It is not airborne or something 

that poses a threat.
“We are following procedures. We are 

doing the things we need to do,” Dorman 
said. “We are training our staff, but it’s 
time for that reevaluation.”

Bartosz asked about the presentation of 
any findings from the inspection.

Dorman said things are rated by the 
most attention needed sooner rather than 
later.

“Anything that is going to need imme-
diate attention or more timely attention is 
going to be in it,” he said. 

He added that the way that the floor 
is maintained by staff meets all require-
ments for keeping everything encapsu-
lated. 

He added that he recently met with 
mechanical engineers and an architect 
to discuss the timeline for a bid for the 
kitchen at the high school. 

“Our plan is for around Jan. 20. We 
have our materials posted…having our 
site walkthroughs at the beginning of 
Feb. and having bid documents due at the 
end of Feb.,” said Dorman.

“Our anticipated start date will be June 
23.”

The first step will be abating the kitch-
en then the kitchen renovations will 
begin.

 

Meetings consists of group sizes 
from six to twelve ladies, and in the 
beginning only met once a month, but 
now they meet on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of the month at 10 a.m. 

“Each member brings their own 
story, experience and enthusiasm to our 
gathering. We more or less try to decide 
on a topic prior to getting together,” 
said Brill. 

The group discusses a range of top-
ics together at their meetings, such as 
aging gracefully, or not so gracefully, 
memories from their childhood, tra-
ditions, differences between then and 
now like driving, fears, anger, family, 
or whatever it is they need to talk about 
with a group of trusted friends. 

“When you move to a town in your 
later years, some of us yearn for friend-
ship and a sense of community,” said 
Brill. “This is a non-judgmental group 
and we are here to communicate, find 
friendship, and support our peers.” 

The group works together to ensure 
that all who come into the group are 
comfortable and provide a safe place 
for topics to be discussed with the emo-
tions and wellbeing of their friends.

“The Silver Sisterhood was started to 
address a need of “finding a place” in 
the community and I feel we have made 
a good faith effort to bring a sense of 
belonging to many,” said Keizer. 

“For many years, before we moved 
here, I  was blessed with several won-
derful friends who were like fam-
ily to me,” said Brill. “I missed the 
strong connection and the activities we 
shared.  The Silver Sisterhood was my 
attempt to fill this void for myself and 
others.”

The Silver Sisterhood is designed 
and meant to help women share each 
others’ interests, and to treat all who 
come with respect, and of course, to 
just enjoy some friend time. 

The group shares their interests and 
concerns with one another, and they 
are varied and personal to the individu-
als, which is what makes this group so 
deeply personal and special: you truly 
belong there.

“’Working’ with Nancy is not work 
at all! We share similar values includ-
ing love of family and feel a civic 
mindedness of giving back to our com-
munity and ‘making things better’,” 
said Keizer. 

“Working with Maureen is more than 
I could have ever asked for. We have 
developed a friendship because of the 
Senior Center. Maureen brings kind-
ness, professionalism and compassion 
to both groups she is involved with,” 
said Brill. 

Keizer and Brill met through attend-
ing other programs at the Senior 
Center, and hope that “our efforts will 
hopefully encourage others to check 
out the many programs that the Senior 
Center offers throughout the year,” said 
Keizer. 

The town of Belchertown truly is 
community focused, and the Silver 
Sisterhood is evidence of that, provid-
ing space for dedicated friend time, 
something that we all need. 

The Senior Center holds many differ-
ent events and clubs that help bring you 
closer to meet new people and build 
friendships that can last many years to 
come. 

“If anyone would like to join our 
Silver Sisterhood group, the door is 
always open. The Senior Center pro-
vides many wonderful opportunities to 
fill a void if you’re looking to meet new 
people and find a sense of community,” 
said Brill. 

Another group that Nancy and 
Maureen work on together is the Book 
Club that meets on the third Monday of 
the month, which Keizer takes on the 
mantle of leader. 

SISTERHOOD  from page 1 SEARCH from page 1



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  D E C E M BE R  26,  2024PAGE 16

DL&G
TREE

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural Pruning
■ 

Crane 
Service

■ 
Storm 

Damage
■ 

Stump 
Grinding

■ 
Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

Happy New Year!
DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


