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Belchertown celebrates

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN -
Hanukkah, or the Festival of
Lights, is a celebration the
Jewish community holds in
order to commemorate the
rededication of the Second
Temple in Jerusalem after the
Maccabean Revolt. During
the celebration, they remem-
ber the miracle of oil lasting
to light the menorah for eight
days, resulting in the Festival
of Lights lasting eight days in
order to remember and keep
the light going.

The first night of
Hanukkah was on Sunday,
Dec. 14, and the last night
will be Sunday, Dec. 21.
Members of the Belchertown
community got together to
host a special Hanukkah cele-

bration open to the communi-
ty to join in.

Jenn Turner, Lisa Stahl,
Sarah Maroney, and Liliana
Kualapai hosted the celebra-
tion, and Jennifer Whitehead
read stories to the children
who came, and Cheryl
Dutton led an activity, mak-
ing Hanukkah-themed crafts.

“It was really loosely orga-
nized around bring your own
menorah, and we did a light-
ing together, and had extra
candles, and then played
dreidel and had gelt, which is
a chocolate bunny, and there
was ornament making with
Hanukkah decorations,” said
Turner.

They played dreidel, and
ate some tasty fried treats as
is tradition to eat oil-fried
foods throughout the festival,

Please see HANUKKAH,
page 7

Having some fun at the Hanukkah celebration, where State Representative Aaron Saunders

joined in for the fun.
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By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY - With the ris-
ing costs of living and the
recent challenges surround-
ing SNAP and EBT benefits
access, it has been an import-
ant need to donate to local
pantries to help our commu-
nities and the families who
need them.

A local youth group and
scouts group decided they
wanted to do something
themselves to help, and so
they did.

“We’ve seen a huge need
in the community, especially
as EBT has been threatened
and costs have skyrocket-
ed,” said Tasondra Jardine,
the Granby Church of Christ
Congregational youth leader.

The youth group students
worked hard and created
mobiles to collect food dona-
tions, and the scouts collect-
ed donations of kids-sized
hats, mittens, and scarves,
to donate to Granby to Go
and Neighbors Helping
Neighbors in South Hadley,
which also offers its services
Granby residents.

“The donations mean a
lot not just for our program
but for the students in gen-
eral. Some people may take
for granted having the sim-
ple means of having hats and
mittens; some go cold due to
the money being used else-
where to keep the household
going,” said Judy Delong,
Granby to Go’s Manager.

The students worked hard
to collect these necessities
and have found joy in the
art of helping people in need

Please see OUTREACH,
page 5
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A table of bread to choose from, as well as yogurt and
cheese.
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Creative
Economy
Committee

sets goals
for 2026

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN —
The Creative Economy
Committee’s meeting charted
a course for 2026, unveiling
new goals to promote local
arts, improve signage and fos-
ter public engagement—while
also hashing out the defini-
tion of “artisan sheds” in a
wide-ranging debate on local
enterprise and zoning.

Committee members spent
more than two hours exam-
ining project accomplish-
ments, updating their annu-
al report and collaboratively
formulating next year’s strat-
egy. The process culminat-
ed in a renewed vision for
Belchertown’s creative econ-
omy and a redefined focus on
supporting rural artisans and
makers.

That vision gained clarity
during the meeting’s most
involved segment as commit-
tee members debated what
constitutes an “artisan shed,”
shaping not only local zoning
but the spirit of Belchertown’s
creative economy.

Goals target culture,

trails, partnerships
From expanding public art
to supporting local business,

Please see ECONOMY,
page 7

German Christmas traditions
celebrated all over the world

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

ne did not have to
look beyond the
Christmas tree to real-

ize the influence of German
Christmas traditions.

As Germans migrat-
ed to other countries, they
brought the tradition of the
Tannenbaum or Christmas

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
A gold adorned nutcracker stands proudly. Christmas pyra-
mids or Weihnachtspyramiden are wooden structures adorned
with intricately crafted figurines. The heat from the candles at
their base cause them to spin.

tree with them with its dis-
play of lights and ornaments.
When supplies of evergreen
trees diminished due to over
cutting, artificial trees made
of goose feathers took hold
in the 1890s. In the 1930s, a
toilet brush company, man-
ufactured artificial trees
from brush bristle invento-
ry. Today, these “fake” trees
resemble the real thing with-
out the fir tree fragrance.

Christmas tree

The Christmas tree
takes center stage during
holiday celebrations in
Germany, evoking a pro-
found sense of nostalgia and
festivity. Within this cultur-
al practice, families come
together to partake in the rit-
ual of embellishing the tree
with ornaments, garlands and
more. This act not only beau-
tifies the tree, but strengthens
familial bonds. Children as
well as adult family mem-
bers love to decorate the
Christmas tree. In my family,
my father always put on the
lights and the angel for the
top of the tree. My mother
then placed her favorite orna-
ment on the tree, followed by
me and my brother.

Please see GERMAN, page 2

Celebrating the birth of Jesus
with a living nativity this season

By Emily-Rose Pappas

Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com
GRANBY - For

Christians, the Christmas
holiday is a time to cele-
brate the greatest gift of
all, the birth of baby Jesus
Christ, and it serves as a
time to remember and cele-
brate with one another, shar-
ing gifts and spending time
with family.

To <celebrate the
Christmas Season, the
Granby Church of Christ
Congregational puts togeth-
er a special Living Nativity
open to the community to
come out and enjoy.

“I love watching the story
come to life. It’s such a spe-
cial experience and we’re
thankful to Pastor Audrey
for reviving the tradi-
tion,” said church member
Tasondra Jardine.

For the past three years,
the church has made the
Living Nativity into an
annual tradition, and ani-
mals come from a neigh-
boring farm in Hadley, who
brings adorable newborn
lambs you can hold and
cuddle.

Several members of the

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Two shepherds holding a pair of adorable lambs.

church volunteer to dress up
and act as the different char-
acters of the Nativity story,
with Mary, Joseph, shep-
herds, the three Wise Men,
or Three Kings, a baby
Jesus, Roman soldiers, and
angels.

Other members of the
congregation work to pre-

Your go-to team for HIGH-END REAL ESTATE sales & buyer representation
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s [@_ﬂ*.illli EWIEE  |nfo@TheTeamThatsells.com | (413) 813-4479 | www.PoissantAndNeveu.com
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?ﬂzi
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Re/Max Compass

Officel: (413) 568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

pare the manger, narrate the
story, run lights, and provide
refreshments for the people
who came to visit the living
nativity.

“I’d say my favorite is
those who have started to

Please see NATIVITY,
page 3
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Granby Lions celebrate Christmas together

Members of the Granby Lions Club gathered to celebrate Christmas and the holiday season together with fun sweaters and laughter.

Town hall
holiday closures

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Town Hall and
the Select Board’s Office
at the Finnerty House
will be closing at noon on
Wednesday, December
31, 2025, for the holiday.
Offices will reopen at 8 a.m.
on Monday, January 5, 2026.

Do you need sand? We have sand

BELCHERTOWN -
With winter already mak-
ing itself known after this
week’s snow and ice, resi-
dents are reminded that free
winter sand is available for
household use. The sand
(no salt mix) is provided for
Belchertown residents only;

contractors are not permit-
ted to take sand.

Sand may be picked up
at the “Green Shed” locat-
ed at the DPW Highway
Garage, 290 Jackson Street.
Residents should bring their
own bucket or container,
along with a shovel, for

loading the sand.

There is no fee for
this service. For full
details, visit the Town of
Belchertown website or
contact the Department of
Public Works at 413-323-
0415.

Cozy up with a book

BELCHERTOWN - The
Clapp Memorial Library
invites adults and teens to
cozy up with a good book
this winter and play Winter
Reading Bingo! The Library
is excited to announce our
two Winter Reading Bingo
Programs - one for adults
(ages 18 and up) and one for
teens (grades 7-12). It’s easy
and fun!

There are book-related
activities such as reading
a graphic novel or trying a
book from a library display.
Or choose a cozy activity
like bundling up and sipping
hot chocolate or listening to
music. Earn tickets toward
great prizes as you complete
the squares.

Adult Prizes: Puzzle
Bundle, Cat Lovers Bundle,
Gardening Bundle, Shop &
Shop Gift Card Teen Prizes:
Read with Pride! Bundle,
Bookshopping Bundle, Keep
Cozy Bundle and more!

Participate now through
February 20, 2026. Sign up
at clapplibrary.beanstack.
org or on the Beanstack app.

Physical Bingo cards are
also available for pick-up at
the library. Get all the details
when you sign up. Thank
you to the Friends of Clapp
Memorial Library for spon-
soring these programs.

The Clapp Memorial
Library is open:
Monday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Wednesday
9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.*
Thursday
9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.*
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

*Christmas Holiday: The
Library will close at 1 p.m.
on Wednesday, December
24, and remain closed on
Thursday, December 25.
Regular hours resume
Friday, December 26th.

*New Year’s Holiday: The
Library will close at 1 pm
on Wednesday, December
31, and will remain closed
on Thursday, January 1.
Regular hours resume
Friday, January 2.

GERMAN from page 1

Advent calendars

For young children, the
days in December leading
up to Christmas seem to take
forever. For adults, the short-
ening days of the year make
long nights that never end.
Advent calendars, another
German Christmas tradition,
help make the time pass from
the first day of the month to
Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day. Advent, the arrival of
a notable person, thing or
event, in the Christian tradi-
tion noted the four Sundays
leading to Christmas.

Advent calendars display
the dates, Dec. 1 to Dec. 25
and often have pockets or
tiny doors to hold a piece of
candy or other small treat.
There are advent calendar
made of wood or some other
durable material other than
paper, which can be used year
after year.

Embodying the spirit of
German precision, the Advent
calendars stand as a testament
to Germany’s cultural dedica-
tion to celebrating the holiday
season.

Advent wreath

The Advent wreath is
another German tradi-
tion adopted by many other
countries. Many Christmas
churches throughout the
world observe Advent with
the lighting of a different cal-
endar for the four Sundays
leading up to Christmas.

The candle for the first
week of Advent is the Hope
or Prophet’s Candle. The
second week is the Love or
Bethlehem candle. The third

USDA INSP. FRESH

week is the Joy or Shepherd’s
Candle and is and the final
week is the

Peace Candle. The candle
in the center of the wreath is
lighted on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day.

Some wreaths have purple
candles for the first, second
and fourth Sundays and pink
or rose colored for the third
Sunday. The center candle is
usually white. Although some
wreaths have candles of a sin-
gle color such as red, blue or
white.

The circular shape of the
wreath represents the eternal
nature of God. The evergreen
branches represents the ever-
lasting life found in Christ.

Christmas Eve
candlelight service

Candlelit church ser-
vices for Christians on
Christmas is a cherished
tradition for Germans over
time. Worshipers gather as
the night deepens and hold a
lighted candle. Many church-
es for safety sake use battery
powered candles. On church
in Central Massachusetts has
a crystal candle lite chan-
delier, which they light on
Christmas Eve.

Christmas Eve

Christmas Eve or
Heiligabend is known as
the “Night of Wonder.” For
Germans and Scandinavian
countries Christmas Eve,
Dec. 24 holds a special place
in the hearts of its people, as
it marks the cherished tra-
dition of the Holy Evening.
This is the big gift-giving
day. The eve also includes a
feast.
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Christmas Carols

Singing Christmas Carols
is another German tradi-
tion. During the festive holi-
day season, cherished carols
such as “Stille Nacht” (Silent
Night) and “O Tannenbaum”
(O Christmas Tree) evoke a
profound sense of nostalgia
and camaraderie among cele-
brants. Singing is an import-
ant part of the holiday season.

Christmas pyramids

Christmas pyramids or
Weihnachtspyramiden are
wooden structures adorned
with intricately crafted figu-
rines. As the candles placed
at their base flicker, an age-
old mechanism sets these
pyramids into gentle motion,
creating a mesmerizing
dance.

Lebkuchen and Stollen
German Lebkuchen
and Stollen are two baked

items that are part of
their Christmas tradition.
Lebkuchen is a soft, nut filled
ginger cookie. Stollen is a
rum soaked spice cake.

Traditional
Christmas drink

Feuerzangenbowle is
another German tradi-
tion. This drink concoction
involves a theatrical presen-
tation that starts with a sugar-
loaf, drenched in rum, being
set ablaze. The sugarloaf
melts and drips into a steam-
ing bowl of spiced wine,
resulting in the popular holi-
day drink.

Christmas Pickle

Incorporating a whimsical
touch into the age-old tradi-
tion of adorning Christmas
trees, some German house-
holds infuse a delightful ele-
ment of surprise by discreetly
concealing a pickle ornament

The Advent wreath is make with evergreen boughs shaped in
a circular. It has four candles often three purple and one pink
candle with a white candle in the middle. Many wreaths use
the same color candle such as blue, red or white.
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amidst the lush evergreen
boughs. This quaint custom,
known as the “Christmas
Pickle,” has been a cherished
holiday practice for genera-
tions. Children delight in the
hunt to find the “Christmas
Pickle.”

Nativity Play

During the Christmas sea-
son, children eagerly par-
ticipate in Krippenspiel, a
Nativity play that reenacts
the timeless story of Jesus’s
birth. They are complete with
shepherds, angels and a hum-
ble manger. Many Christian
churches hold Christmas pag-
eants during the holiday sea-
son.

Other Christmas traditions

On St. Nicholas Day
(Nikolaustag), Dec. 6 shoes
are filled with surprises.
St. Nicholas comes bearing

Chsicree

Orertreacd Doors

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The Advent calendar is another German Christmas tradition. It
marks the days of December to Christmas Day.

small, but cherished gifts
and delectable sweets. The
day before, Dec. 5 marks the
beginning of Krampusnacht
in certain regions of
Germany, where the omi-
nous Krampus, the dreaded
counterpart of the adored
St. Nicholas is unleashed.
Krampus roams the streets,
punishing misbehaving chil-
dren who end up on their lists
of naughtiness.

Christmas Markets

In the realm of German
Christmas traditions, one
cannot omit the enchant-
ing Christmas markets,
affectionately referred to as
“Weihnachtsmérkte.” They
offer an array of holiday
foods ranging from sizzling
bratwurst to sugary roasted
almonds as well as handcraft-
ed gifts, carved wooden toys
and ornaments

here’s nothing better than dealing with
I someone who truly loves his job. Gerry
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors
certainly does. Talk with him and you'll agree.

For over 25 years, Gerry has been working with
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors.
General Doors features standard residential,

carriage house style, commercial & industrial.

Call Today for ProfeSéional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
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make coming a tradition
in their families. The idea
behind hosting these kinds of
events is to demonstrate our
faith and spread Jesus’ love,”
said Jardine.

Mary and Joseph were
played by Jay Dwinell and
Liam Scully, who grew up
in the youth group and now
serve roles within the church,
finding joy in being able to
interact with and spread joy
within their church family.

“Church Family is an
extension of my immediate
family in my eyes. We can all
count on each other to show
up and be there for each
other,” said Jardine.

The Nativity is a common
decoration in households all
over the world, from simple
figures of just Mary, Joseph,
and baby Jesus to more elab-
orate displays with a little
barn, animals, and all the fig-
ures in the story.

“Something our fami-
ly does each year is read
the Nativity story together
a piece at a time while fill-
ing our family Creche,” said
Jardine. “My grandma and
grandpa Marion and Bob
Mason have been doing
it with us as long as I can
remember. That and singing
Silent Night by candlelight
at Christmas Eve service are
some of my favorite family
traditions.”

Family and holiday tra-
ditions are what root us
together this time of year and
learning the traditions of our
neighbors is one unique way

Getting to hold a
baby lamb is part
of the fun of the
) Iilvling nativity.
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@ theroadhousecafe 178 Federal St.
(9 theroadhousecafe.belchertownma  Belchertown, MA

Come In & Enjoy Your
Holiday Season With Us!
Dive Into A Warm Cup of
Our House Mulled Cider!

OPEN DAILY FROM 7 AMTO 2 PM
;‘ Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates o ¢
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corrected insertion, nor
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to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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The Three Wise Men have arrived to bring gifts.

to get closer to the people in

our communities. I::g‘s’
The church will be host- .
ing its Christmas Eve service remm.d
at 5:30 p.m. on December those,m
24, and all are welcome to th_e Chr!s'
attend. tian faith

of Jesus.

SUBMITTED
PHOTOS

Welcome to the
manger, where
Jesus was laid
after his birth.

The angels announcing the birth of Jesus to the shepherds.
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TUTORING

AVAILABLE
T p Floor Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

LEARNING  Tutors Needed

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you

Call to ask about our next

Computer Security class

meet your educational

and professional goals. Computer

1455 N. Main St Securlty Class
3rd Floor

Palmer, MA o Basic Computer Use —

01069 o Resumé Building & Updating
We're on Facebook! o English Language Learning

GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

email: dklmball@topﬂoorlearnmgf’org
!“https //topfloorlearning.org/ ¢
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Cameron Ciesluk
August 30, 2025

Parents: Clark and Melanie Ciesluk, Belchertown
Grandparents: Nicole Ciesluk, Deerfield
Gina D’Amato, Belchertown

Luke Matthew Sabourin

March 18, 2025
Parents: Matthew and Amanda Sabourin, Belchertown
Grandparents: Allan and Joanne Beauregard, Belchertown
Diane Sabourin, Chicopee
Trish Sabourin and the late Dave Sabourin, Holyoke
Great Grandma: GiGi, Holyoke

AMERICA'S #1 REPLACEMENT BATTERY

MERRY CHRISTMAS!?

We Buy and Recycle Junk Batterles
230 Chauncey Walker St., (Rte 21) Belchertown

323-5987

Colter David Wold

Birthdate: May 2, 2025
Parents: Quinn and Kayla Wold, Harrisburg, NE
Grandparents: Robert and Monica Panek, Belchertown
Brian and Darci Wold, Harrisburg, NE

Wesley George LaPlante

December 21, 2024
Parents: Krysta and Giles LaPlante, Belchertown
Sibling: Hayden Theresa LaPlante
Grandparents: Karin and George Howard, Belchertown
Judy and David LaPlante, Granby
Carol and Joseph Remillard, Belchertown

’ Collision
AJ's Autobody
ASE Certified * Reg. Shop 3199

B Family Owned and Operated

B Over 35 Years Experience

B Precision Frame Straightening

B Custom Painting & Color Matching
B State of the Art Paint Booth

B Gloss Replacement

B Insurance Approved

. , y,
Tel: 413-467-2533 - Fax: 413467-250&

WESTOVER
AUTO SALVAGE

RECYCLE CENTER:

“Salvage the Best — Recycle the Rest!”
147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN

Used Auto Parts.... If we don’t have it we’ll locate it
through our nationwide network! Bring us your waste oil,
ukeuson  Scrap steel and old batteries FREE of Charge! -
Open: Mon. - Fri.8to 5 COMPANY;

413-323-4210 » 1-800-358-5100
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NAPA Auto Parts

of Belchertown

323-7661
Hease o/esz'yna/e a driver I/‘ you are ce/egrafzby

39 W. State Street, Granby, MA 01033
TKINS C’ountlu,t
FARMS Jﬁj” et

atkinsfarms.com Chrisll;lll"l};s!

...where local is just the beginning!

Rte. 116 & Bay Road, South Amherst
(413) 253-9528

74

REECE AUTO BODY

Expert Body & Fender
Repair e Painting

323-6664
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FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road, Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

Daelin Dominic Mahoney

November 4, 2025
Parents: Felicia and Patrick Mahoney, Belchertown
Grandparents: Tricia and the late Dominic Siclari, Chicopee
Denise and Bill Mahoney, Belchertown

Maeve and Quinn Courtney

December 5, 2025
Parents: ait and Tom Courtney, Ware
Grandparents: Rich and Robin Walker, Belchertown
Will and Patty Courtney, Belchertown

“Where

MART Friends and

Neighbors
Meet”

Great Beer & Wine Selection For Your Holiday Table
JuncTioN RT. 202 & 9, BELCHERTOWN, MA

413-323-7449
Mon.-Sat. 6am-10pm, Sun. 8am-10pm

. HAPPY

& HOLIDAYS
fa @b fon Qur fonily to Youis
VERYL’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.

644 Newton St., South Hadley ¢ 413-536-0794
www.verylsautomotive.com

merry chrlstrnas S

JEFFERY & JEFFERY INC.

Deputy Tax Collectors

137 Main Street ¢ PO Box 720
Ware, MA 01082-0720

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

413-967-9941 « www.jefferyandjeffery.com
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Project Bread welcomes Grazioso as Chef Educator

EAST BOSTON/
BELCHERTOWN - For Chef
Barrett Grazioso, food has

be a chef. After formal culi-
nary training in Los Angeles,
she built a diverse career

always been apprenticing
more s (% PROJECT e et
a way to bring BREAD country and
people togeth- abroad, and

er, nourish communities, and
spark meaningful change.
Now, after more than 30
years spent cooking, leading
school nutrition programs,
and strengthening local food
systems, Grazioso is bringing
that passion to Project Bread
as the organization’s newest
Chef Educator.

Rooted in a childhood
spent between California
and Massachusetts, Grazioso
grew up in a family of gar-
deners and learned early
what it meant to respect
food and the labor behind
it. Inspired by her grand-
mother’s homegrown cook-
ing and a kitchen that always
welcomed visitors, she knew
by age seven she wanted to

working as a pastry chef, pri-
vate chef, executive chef, and
school nutrition director.

Most recently, Grazioso
led the self-operated
K-12 meal program for
Belchertown Public Schools,
where she first partnered
with Project Bread through a
Summer Eats Grant to bring
free summer meals to local
families. Now, she will sup-
port schools statewide in ele-
vating meal quality, strength-
ening food education, and
advancing sustainable prac-
tices like composting, recy-
cling, and food donation.

“l wanted to share my
experience with a wider
audience,” says Grazioso.
“Everyone should have

access to healthy food, and
helping schools create nutri-
tious, welcoming meal pro-
grams is incredibly meaning-
ful work.”

Outside the kitchen,
Grazioso enjoys swimming,
gardening, and spending time
with her family and pets.
She previously served on
the Massachusetts Farm to
School Advisory Committee
and continues to support
local food donation efforts.

“Barrett’s culinary skill,
creativity, and dedication to
feeding communities with
dignity make her an incred-
ible asset,” says Sam Icklan,
Project Bread’s Director
of Community Nutrition
Services. “Her leadership
brings us closer to ensuring
every child in Massachusetts
has access to healthy, deli-
cious meals each day.”

People experiencing
food insecurity should call
Project Bread’s FoodSource
Hotline (1-800-645-8333),

which provides confidential,
free assistance getting con-
nected to a variety of food
resources in 180 languages
and for the hearing impaired.
Counselors can pre-screen
families and help them to
apply for SNAP. Learn more
at www.projectbread.org/get-
help.

About Project Bread

Project Bread is the
leading statewide food
security organization in
Massachusetts. Beginning in
1969 with the first Walk for
Hunger, the nonprofit focuses
on driving systemic change
to ensure people of all ages
have reliable access to
healthy food. Project Bread
works collaboratively across
sectors to create innovative
solutions to end hunger and
improve lives across the
Commonwealth. For more
information, visit: www.pro-
jectbread.org.

OUTREACH from page 1

after hearing that Granby
to Go had been putting out
requests for more items.

“With the Granby To Go
program, our mission is all
about helping the kids. The
plus is that with Neighbors
Helping Neighbors as a par-
ent pantry, we were able to
seek a grant to provide more
food in the community that
can help more than just the
kids,” said Jardine.

“Helping provide gloves,
hats, and mittens for chil-
dren through Granby To Go
is deeply important to me,”
said Scout Pack Leader Elle
LaGuerre. “It feels good to be
part of something that direct-
ly supports local families and
ensures kids feel warm, safe,
and supported when they
need it most.”

“The necessities mean a lot
when they are scarce at home.
We are very fortunate to have
students who are aware of
food insecurity in the Granby
Schools and are not afraid to
step up to the plate to help
other students,” said Delong.

The GUCC mobiles began
as a result of the youth’s
Missions Board looking for
ways to help support the
community and so began the
annual tradition where they
host mobiles to allow for peo-
ple to have direct access to
them and the pantries.

“ The most grateful aspect
of the generosity of the stu-
dents is their caring nature
for what happens around
them and willingness to go
the extra step to help our pro-
gram,” said Delong. “The
program would not be where
it is today without the help,
support, and giving of the
students in the Granby com-
munity. Their involvement is
what makes us a success.”

The mobile is a place with
plenty of parking, lighting,
and visibility, and is a way for
the church’s youth to directly
stand as a Segway in between
both Granby to Go and
Neighbors Helping Neighbors
to serve as many people as
possible.

“These kids are an absolute
blessing, and as a CE director,
teacher, mentor, and mom,
I couldn’t be more proud of
all their accomplishments
and even more the love they
have for their fellow man. The
future is bright with them at
the helm,” said Jardine.

“What makes me most
proud is the way the Scouts
showed empathy and respon-
sibility by recognizing a
need and taking action.
They worked together to
help ensure other children
feel cared for and support-
ed, and that speaks volumes
about their character,” said
LaGuerre.

The holiday season is not
only a time for family and
giving gifts, but also a time
of giving the basic essentials,
and making all the difference
in the world for the people in
our own communities, so that
no one is hungry, or cold, or
without presents on Christmas
morning.

ABOVE: Members
of the GUGC youth
group, Granby to
Go, and Neighbors
Helping Neighbors.

RIGHT: Two scouts
with boxes for
donations of kids-
sized hats, mittens,
gloves, and scarves
for Granby to Go.

BELOW: Teens at
GUCC are helping
hand out bags of
food to all who came
to the mobile spot.
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Holiday Food

Call to Order 589-7071
Cocktail Shrimp, Stuffed Mushrooms,
Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna,

Deli Platters, Fruit or Veggie Trays,
Fresh Baked Pies & Desserts
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Tips for navigating

By Rev. Peter-
Michael Preble

he holiday season is
often described as a
time of joy, celebra-

tion, and togetherness. But
for many people, this time of
year also brings an immense
sense of grief, loneliness,
and longing. When someone
we love is missing from the
table, the lights seem a little
dimmer, and the familiar tra-
ditions feel different. If you
are grieving this year, you are
not alone. There are ways to
move gently through the sea-
son and even find moments of
peace amid sorrow.

Permit Yourself to Feel

What You Feel

The pressure to be “festive”
can be overwhelming, espe-
cially when you are grieving.
It is okay, more than okay, to
feel sad, tired, or disconnect-
ed. You have endured a loss.
Grief doesn’t follow a sched-
ule, and it cannot be pushed
aside for the sake of holiday
cheer. Let go of the expecta-
tions you place on yourself
and the expectations others
may have of you. Allow your
emotions to come and go as
they need to.

Adjust Traditions Instead
of Erasing Them
Traditions can bring com-

fort, but they can also stir
deep pain. You are allowed to
decide which ones you want
to keep, which ones you want
to set aside, and which ones
you might choose to rein-
vent. You might find meaning
in continuing a loved one’s
favorite ritual. Or it may feel
right to pause it for a year.
You may even begin some-
thing new that honors their
memory. Remember: if
you do something twice, it
becomes a tradition.

Set Boundaries with

Events and People
Boundaries are essential
when grieving. You do not
have to attend every gathering
or celebration. Give yourself
permission to say no without
guilt. If you do choose to go,
you may leave early or step
outside for a moment of quiet
if needed. Your wellbeing
matters, and it is okay to pro-

tect your energy.

Plan for the Hard Moments

Difficult moments will
come, but planning for them
can help. Identify the days
or events that may feel espe-
cially heavy and create a
gentle plan for how to nav-
igate them. Have someone
you trust available to check
in with you. Step outside for
a walk. Find a quiet place to

SOCIAL SECURITY

Watte’s

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

[ called the Social Security
office, as well as went with
my husband when he went
to collect his Social Security.
Because I work full-time at
about $800/week, they said I
could not file for my Social
Security. Yet I seem to read
articles all the time about
people doing so.

My husband just filed for
his benefits and is now col-
lecting them. Out of the two
of us, his Social Security will
be larger. Please advise me.

Signed: Wanting
my Benefits

Dear Wanting my Benefits:

If you have not yet
reached your SS Full
Retirement Age and you
are working full time, you
are likely being affected by
Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test, which lim-
its how much you can earn
while collecting Social
Security prior to your FRA.
Your FRA is somewhere
between 66 and 67, depend-
ing on when you were born.
The annual earnings limit
for those collecting SS ben-
efits prior to FRA in 2025
is $23,400 (changes year-
ly) and, if that is exceeded,
Social Security will take
away benefits equal to $1
for every $2 you are over
the limit. If you applied for
your benefits and are still
working, and were denied,
it’s likely because Social
Security determined that
your current annual earn-
ings considerably exceed
the earnings limit and, thus,
you cannot collect benefits.
That’s because the penalty
for exceeding the limit would
be more than your benefit
amount.

FYI, the earnings limit
will go away when you reach
your full retirement age so,
after FRA, you can claim
your benefits even if you are
still working. Or if you stop
working before your FRA
you can collect your SS ben-
efits at that time.

None of this means you
are losing money, because
your monthly SS payment
will continue to grow until
you later claim (e.g., after

Why won't Social Security
give me my benefits?

you stop working, or only
work part-time), or until you
reach 70 years of age. When
you later claim, your month-
ly benefit will be higher and,
depending on your longev-
ity, you may recover what
you didn’t get now because
you are working. And that
includes both your own SS
retirement benefit and any
spousal boost you may be
entitled to from your hus-
band.

So, my suggestion is this:
as long as you are work-
ing full time and exceeding
Social Security’s annual
earnings limit, continue to
wait to claim your Social
Security. Then, when you
reach your full retirement
age — again, between 66 and
67, depending on the year
you were born or if you
stop working before that, go
ahead and apply for Social
Security again.

At that time, your appli-
cation will be approved, and
you will be awarded your
own earned SS retirement
amount plus any additional
amount you may be due as
your husband’s spouse. To
be entitled to a spousal boost
from your husband, your
own FRA entitlement must
be less than 50% of your
husband’s FRA entitlement.
But the amount you get will
be reduced if you claim
before your full retirement
age.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmental
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

the holidays while grieving

pray or meditate. Often, the
anticipation of the day is
harder than the day itself, so
prepare, but don’t overpre-
pare.

Accept Help—Practical and
Emotional

Many grieving people
struggle to ask for help, espe-
cially if they are used to being
the helper. But you do not
need to carry everything by
yourself. If you usually host a
holiday gathering, ask some-
one else to take the lead this
year. Let others support you
with meals, rides, compa-
ny, or simply their presence.
Isolation can intensify grief;
staying connected, even in
small ways, can ease the bur-
den.

Create Space to Remember

Remembering your loved
one can be healing. Share
stories, look through photos,
prepare their favorite dish, or
set a place at the table in their
honor. Some find comfort in
lighting a candle or display-
ing a picture. But if remem-
bering feels too painful right
now, you can set it aside.
There is no right or wrong
way to honor memory.

Care for Your Body and
Nervous System
Grief is exhausting, emo-

tionally and physically. Pay
attention to your body’s
needs: drink water, eat nour-
ishing food, rest when you
can. Gentle movement, like
stretching or walking, can
help calm your nervous sys-
tem. Listen to what your body
is telling you; it often knows
what you need before your
mind does.

Seek Moments of
Comfort, Not Joy
This season is often labeled
as “joyful,” but joy can feel
out of reach when your heart
is heavy. Instead of forcing
joy, look for pockets of com-
fort: a warm cup of tea, soft
music, a quiet corner, a pet
curled beside you. These
small moments of peace are
enough. Joy will return in its
own time.

Name Your Needs to
Someone You Trust
People often want to help
but don’t know how. Tell
someone you trust what you
need, whether it’s a phone
call, company at an event,
help with meals, or space to
talk. Be honest about your
struggles. Sharing your needs
allows others to show up for
you in meaningful ways.
Consider Simple Ritual or
Spiritual Practices
Ritual can be grounding in

seasons of grief. Lighting a
candle, journaling, praying,
reading Scripture, or attend-
ing a simple service can offer
a sense of presence and con-
nection. Rituals do not need
to be elaborate; sometimes
the smallest act can be the
most comforting.

Seek Support When You
Feel Overwhelmed

You do not have to walk
this path alone. Counselors,
chaplains, and grief groups
can offer guidance, tools, and
companionship. Don’t wait
until you feel overwhelmed,
reach out early. Sharing your
experience with others who
understand can be deeply
healing.

Grief does not disappear for
the holidays, and it does not
need to. But with tenderness,
boundaries, and support, you
can move through this season
with compassion for yourself.
May you find moments of
comfort, rest, and light as you
navigate the days ahead.

Rev. Peter-Michael
Preble is the Chaplain for
the Hull Fire Department
and a Hospice Chaplain
with Croi Health (Formally
Norwell VNA) in Norwell,
Massachusetts. Follow him at
www.peterpreble.net

EDITORIAL

Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus

By Francis P. Church
in 1897

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some
of my little friends say that
there is no Santa Claus. Papa
says “If you see it in the Sun,
it is so.” Please tell me the
truth, is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia,

Your little friends are
wrong. They have been
affected by the skepticism of
a skeptical age. They do not
believe except what they see.
They think that nothing can
be which is not comprehensi-
ble by their little minds.

All minds, Virginia,
whether they be men’s or
children’s, are little. In this
great universe of ours, man
is a mere insect, an ant, in his
intellect, as compared with
the boundless world about
him, as measured by the
intelligence capable of grasp-
ing the whole of truth and
knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a
Santa Claus. He exists as cer-

oUce

tainly as love and generosity
and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and
give to our life its highest
beauty and joy.

Alas! How dreary would
be the world if there were
no Santa Claus! It would be
as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be
no childlike faith then, no
poetry, no romance to make
tolerable this existence. We
should have no enjoyment,
except in sense and sight.
The eternal light with which
childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa
Claus? You might as well not
believe in fairies! You might
get your Papa to hire men
to watch all the chimneys
on Christmas Eve to catch
Santa Claus, but even if they
did not see Santa Claus com-
ing down, what would that
prove?

Nobody sees Santa Claus,
but that is no sign that there
is no Santa Claus The most
real things in the world are
those that neither children
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YOUR VIEW!

What are your thoughts on issues in town? Voice your view!
Write to us in Letter to the Editor format and we’ll print
your opinion on our Op/Ed page.
Email it to sentinel@turley.com. Include your hometown and
a phone number at which we can reach you for confirmation.

nor men can see.

Did you ever see fair-
ies dancing on the lawn?
Of course not, but that’s no
proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or
imagine all the wonders that
are unseen and unseeable in
the world.

You tear apart the baby’s
rattle and see what makes
the noise inside, but there is
a veil covering the unseen
world which not the stron-
gest man, or even the united
strength of all the strongest
men that ever lived, could
tear apart. Only faith, fancy,
poetry, love, romance, can
push aside that curtain and
view and picture the super-
natural beauty and glory
beyond.

Is it all real? Ah, Virginia,
in all this world there is noth-
ing else as real and abiding.

No Santa Claus? Thank
God he lives and he lives for-
ever. A thousand years from
now, maybe 10 times 10,000
years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the hearts
of children.

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must authenticate
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the
right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed
to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com. The
deadline for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Turley Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontest-
ed races are asked to submit
their statements to the editor
to include only biographical
and campaign platform details.
Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between
300-500 words maximum.
Please include a photo. We
will not publish any statements
of candidacy inside the four
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other cam-
paign publicity during the race,
please contact our advertising
representatives. We also do not
allow personal attacks against
other candidates or political
parties in statements of can-
didacy, nor do we publish for
free any information about key
endorsements or political fund-
raisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.
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ABOVE: Making a
Hanukkah craft.
RIGHT: Learning
some new games
to play with new
friends.

BELOW: Looking
inside the Rec-
reation Center to
see the candles
lit, and smiles all
around.

HANUKKAH from page 1

and they had donuts at the party.

“For me, it was about bringing people together
for the first night of Hanukkah, and I had a really
good group of people I could rely on and call

upon,” said Turner.

The party was first hosted two years ago,
and was brought back this year when Jennifer
Whitehead wanted to do something to bring more
cultural events to town, and reached out to Jenn

about doing the party again.

“With the rise of antisemitism, and because
of the geographical place we live in, there aren’t
many synagogues close by, it’s really nice to be
able to gather with other Jewish people or other
people that want to learn or partake in that cele-

bration,” said Turner.

During the celebration, they said traditional
blessings, sang some songs, and enjoyed crafts
and time with their neighbors, and of course, the

lighting of the menorahs.

“Hanukkah is not a really big holiday, but it’s
about bringing light into the darkness and com-
munity and creating a time to gather together,
especially in the cold winter months,” said Turner.

The celebration was open to the community,
and all were invited to participate, and the mem-
bers who put this celebration together are looking
forward to another celebration next winter, where
their light will shine and their joy will be shared.

The four lit menorahs on the table.

ABOVE: Lighting
the candles and
teaching the
tradition to the
little ones.
LEFT: A little
one giving

a high five.
BELOW: Playing
dreidel together
at the tables.

ECONOMY from page 1

next year’s goals reflect both
innovation and community
needs.

Key objectives include:

- Continued rollout and
implementation of the town
seal and new logo

- Enhanced town cen-
ter wayfinding and sig-
nage, in partnership with the
Department of Public Works

- Development of the
Belchertown Historic Trails
program

- Support for marquee
events such as the Lake
Wallace Fall Festival

- Completion of the “pocket
park” project to enliven cen-
tral green space

- A determined pursuit of
a local cultural district desig-
nation, even as the state pro-
gram is paused,

- Flexibility for new com-
munity art initiatives as they
arise

- Exploration and potential
development of a “shed vil-
lage” supporting artisans and
rural enterprise

- Strengthened partner-
ships with organizations like
the Quaboag Chamber of
Commerce and the Boys &
Girls Club

During the review,
Maroney reminded the group,
“Planning for Belchertown
Historic Trails program, yes,
ongoing assessment of way
finding priorities,” as she and
committee members refined
the goal list.

Growth will also proceed
online.

“Growth of creative econ-
omy marketing and estab-
lishment of the social media
channel,” said Cheryl Dutton,

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A
Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770

Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

underlining how digital out-
reach is now a key plank in
the committee’s strategy.
Dutton later asked for clar-
ity from the group, “And
establishment of social media
channels.”

Defining an ‘artisan shed’

One of the evening’s
debates centered on the defi-
nition of “artisan sheds”
structures that committee
members see as vital to rural
and creative commerce.

The committee aimed to
balance expansive opportu-
nity with clear, usable guide-
lines. “Handcrafted items
make it all complicated. So,
I totally agree. Just keep
it as remote as possible but
use some keywords or phras-
es that you want to see per-
sist,” said committee member
Louise Levy, who advocated

Neig

for focusing on the essentials
without introducing rigid
requirements.

Throughout, Dutton and
Dawn Cote, the town’s new
grants coordinator, contribut-
ed practical input about inclu-
sion and regulatory flexibility.

Dutton emphasized sim-
plicity.

“My philosophy on this is
it just based on years’ experi-
ence, is to keep this as simple
as possible. Because I think
once it leaves our hands, the
recommendation to change
the zoning, that’s where it’s
going to get all detailed,” she
said, noting that zoning spe-
cifics would ultimately be
handled at the policy level.

The committee ultimately
reached consensus on several
key elements, with Maroney
summarizing: an artisan shed
is “an impermanent roadside

display or kiosk on private
property...whose primary
focus is selling handcrafted
goods. These goods must be
made by the resident with
supplemental knowledge
need...may include the addi-
tion of handcrafted goods
from other artisans to ensure
the success of the stand.”

Levy highlighted the focus
on opportunity and communi-
ty experience.

“The primary purpose is to
sell handcrafted goods. These
goods must be primarily...
should we be saying some-
thing? Any handcraft,” she
said. “Should we be saying
that it’s accessible from the
road up here?”

Throughout, the spirit was
one of collaboration—and
inclusion for both artists and
food artisans. “Handcrafted
and artisanal goods...because

hborhood
Manketplace

that isn’t that the food prod-
ucts that the definitions I
looked up artisanal cottage
goods,” Dutton clarified as
the group sought to cover
cottage industries, including
food.

Ongoing work and
community engagement
The committee also

reviewed progress on
grant-funded projects,
including wayfinding sig-
nage and a new kiosk at Lake
Wallace.

Maroney shared a recent
success.

“We did get awarded the
Massachusetts office of tour-
ism...we received the grant
for some way finding sig-
nage and another, not like the
sign that’s already at Lake
Wallace, but a kiosk at Lake
Wallace,” she said.

il
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locadly swned businesses here B serve you!

TILTON

GENERAL
REPAIRS

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

AUTOMOTIVE {(NAM)

AutoCare

Center
We Install Only NAPA Parts

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

C2uuabbiutv A
La,bt:?r‘cﬂ.tt?r‘tj

Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet
Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

tical

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

00000000000000

Has This Happened to You?

We do what your body shop won't!
Body Rust * Body Rot * Frame Rust ® Chassy Work

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding

Welding ¢ Fabrication ® Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ® Snow Plows ¢ Sanders ® Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867

/ / u—\w\\ /
dventure fours of Warren <EE=E8

Share the Adventy

i TR
‘Happy % _
! Holidays!

R >

-~ 4 3
May 24....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation................ $899
June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......ccouuvsenenne $185
July1........ 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
Aug 30.....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .........c...c... from $1699

5

§ / R

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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I OBITUARIES

Christa M. Garrow

BELCHERTOWN
Christa M. Garrow - At
Christmas, when the world

sary reminds us that love
never ends, and memories
are the greatest gifts we

glows with
lights and
warmth, our

hearts return
to you. Your
memory lives
in every song,
every flickering
candle, every
quiet moment
when we wish
you were here.
Though time
has passed, love does not
fade. We carry you with us
through this Christmas sea-
son- in our traditions, our
laughter, and even our tears.
You are missed more than
words can say, yet forever
cherished beyond measure.
This Christmas anniver-

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

| PUBLIC NOTICE

Town Of Belchertown
Notice of Planning Board
Hearing Legal Notice
Relative to a
Definitive Subdivision Plan

In accordance with the pro-
visions of Chapter 41, Sections
81-T and 81-U, M.G.L, the Plan-
ning Board will hold a Public
Hearing as follows:

Place: 2 Jabish Street,

Belchertown, MA

Date: January 13, 2026

Time: 7:00 PM

This application is for a De-
finitive Subdivision Plan by ap-
plicant Jason Lafleur, 44 Mercier
Drive, Belchertown, MA 01007.
The plan is entitled “Definitive
Subdivision Plan of Meeshie
Moon Path,”, Belchertown, MA,
October 24, 2025; the surveyor/
engineers Sherman & Frydryk, 3
Converse St., Suite 203, Palmer,
MA 01069

The location and description:
Jason’s Way & Aldrich Street,
Assessors Map 248, Lot 2 and
Map 248, Lot 45.

hold. Until we
meet again,
you remain in
our hearts, today
and always. One
year with-
out you, dear
Christa. We
miss you every
day. Forever
loved, deeply
missed, always
in our
hearts. My mind still talks
to you. My heart still looks
for you, but my soul knows
you are at peace.

Love always: Rhaelyn,
Heidi, Nathan, Mom, Carl,
Dad, Uncle Fran, Masy and
Grandpa and Hailey.

DEATH NOTICES

Christa M. Garrow
Belchertown

Homer ““Pete” J.
Stebbins

Died December 16
Beers and Story
Funeral Home

Homer “Pete” J. Stebbins

With broken hearts we
share the passing of Homer
“Pete” J. Stebbins, 83, of
Pine Valley
Plantation, a
former mason
contractor. He
passed away
at his home on
Monday, Dec. 16,
2025 after a brief
illness. Homer
worked  his
entire career as
a mason, owning

He also enjoyed cooking.
Homer had a very playful
(almost child-like) person-
ality, and loved
to joke and kid
around. His favor-
ite saying upon
departing was,
“catch you on the
flip flop”.

He was pre-
deceased by his
| father, Homer
Stebbins, his
mother, Mary

his own business,
Stebbins Construction.

Born in Chicopee on
February 23, 1942, he
was the son of Homer and
Marie (Grenier) Stebbins.
He lived in Chicopee until
1971, when he and his wife
moved to Belchertown,
building their first house
on George Hannum Road,
where they started building
their family.

Very athletic and into
sports, Homer was very
involved in a number of
over- 30 softball and bas-
ketball teams for quite
some time. He was an avid
fisherman, spending time
on Martha’s Vineyard fish-
ing for tuna. He often took
part in shark tournaments
in New York and Martha’s
Vineyard. He loved to gar-
den, especially fruits and
vegetables, and loved shar-
ing the fruits of that labor.

(Grenier) Stebbins,
his loving wife Donna
(Pomietlarz) of 25 years,
as well as his brothers,
Russell, Lionel, Donald and
nephew, Danny. He leaves
behind his son, Derek, and
his partner, Jillian Brunell
of Belchertown, his lov-
ing daughter, Natalie of
Belchertown, many nieces,
nephews, and friends and
childhood buddies, Ray
Trombley, Bob Le ‘Duc,
and Ron Moquin who will
miss him immensely!

Services were held on
Tuesday, Dec. 23 at Beers
& Story Belchertown
Funeral Home, 10 Maple
St in Belchertown, MA. In
lieu of flowers, any mone-
tary donations can be made
out to Natalie M. Stebbins
for the Donna Stebbins
Girls’ Athletic Memorial
Scholarship.

Window World of WMass. named to
Qualified Remodeler HIP 200 for 2025

BELCHERTOWN
— Qualified Remodeler, a
leading publication serv-
ing remodelers and home
improvement compa-
nies in the U.S., recently
ranked Window World of
Western Mass. as No. 92
out of the 200 largest home
improvement companies
in the country—the HIP
200. This places Window
World of Western Mass as

No. 1 in Western Mass.
Window World of
Western Mass. was chosen
as a 2025 HIP 200 com-
pany by the Qualified
Remodeler editorial staff
for meeting a set of criteria
including installed remod-
eling dollar volume, total
years in business, industry
association membership,
industry certification, indus-
try awards and community

The plan is available for in-
spection during regular business
hours at the Town Clerk and
Planning Board Office, 2 Jabish
St., Belchertown, MA 01007

This meeting will be available

online for the public: https://
meet.goto.com/173538941
Daniel Beaudette, Chair
Belchertown Planning Board
12/18, 12/25/2025

newspaper title.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

-
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- TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 e www.turley.com
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EARLY DEADLINES_1

FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

& New Year’s will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of Dec. 29, 2025 - Jan. 2, 2026:

Friday, December 26 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
e Country Journal ® The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times
e Agawam Advertiser News

Monday, December 29 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
e Sentinel ® The Journal Register
* Ware River News ® Barre Gazette

X -

Tuesday, December 30 at 2 PM for January 2 issue i -
e Quaboag Current ® Town Reminder ’
e The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register

h |

:

service.

“Our success is a team
effort. Being included in the
prestigious HIP 200 list isn’t
just about the numbers—it’s
about the dedication and
hard work of everyone at
Window World of Western
Mass. Huge thanks to our

Please see WINDOW,
page 10

Baystate Wing Hospital
recognized on National
Forbes' Top Hospitals List

PALMER - Baystate
Health is proud to announce
that Baystate Wing Hospital
has been named to the inau-
gural Forbes’ Top Hospitals
2026 list, earning national
recognition and a four-star
ranking for delivering com-
passionate, quality, accessi-
ble care to our communities.

“It is an honor for Baystate
Wing Hospital to be includ-
ed on the Forbes Top
Hospitals list,” said Scott
Lichtenberger, MD, Chief
Operating Officer, Baystate
Health. “This achievement
reflects the remarkable dedi-
cation and hard work of our
caregivers at Baystate Wing
Hospital and our unwaver-
ing commitment to advanc-
ing the health of the commu-
nities.”

Forbes developed its
first-ever Top Hospitals list
to provide patients, fami-
lies, and communities with
a clear, evidence-based
resource for evaluating hos-
pital performance across the
United States. The list iden-
tifies general acute care hos-
pitals that demonstrate sus-
tained excellence in clinical
outcomes, operational best
practices, value, and patient
experience.

A central part of the meth-
odology is its strong focus on
clinical outcomes - including
mortality, survival, infection,
and readmission rates - while
accounting for social drivers
of health to ensure fair com-
parisons across regions and
populations.

Of the 5,400 acute-care
hospitals eligible for con-
sideration, less than 15%
received a rating of 4 starts
or above, placing Baystate
Wing Hospital among the
top-performing hospitals in
the country.

“This recognition affirms
the strength of our team
and the culture of car-
ing that defines Baystate
Wing Hospital,” said Karli
Barrett, President and Chief
Operating Officer, Baystate
Wing Hospital. “Every day,
our caregivers go above and
beyond to ensure our patients
receive quality, compas-
sionate care close to home.
Being named to this inaugu-
ral national list is a mean-
ingful honor and a testament
to their unwavering commit-
ment to those we serve.”

The Forbes Top Hospitals
list was developed in part-
nership with an advisory
panel of clinicians, research-
ers, health policy leaders,
and patient advocates, along
with Inovalon, a healthcare
data and analytics firm. The
methodology emphasizes
nationally recognized stan-
dards and prioritizes mea-
surable patient outcomes to
support consumers in mak-
ing informed decisions about
where to seek care.

Baystate Wing Hospital’s
inclusion on this inaugu-
ral list reinforces Baystate
Health’s ongoing commit-
ment to advancing the health
of the communities it serves

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

L,

Y

+ Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs
You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

&
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Light cavalry

5. Coconut paims

10. Rounded knob

14. Central Japan city

15. Sandwiches

16. Shape produced by a
curve

17. Ancient region in
modern-day Syria

18. French modernist
painter

19. Grandmother

20. Mammary gland of
cattle

22. Rocky peak

23. Secret plan

24. Songs to one’s lover

27. More (Spanish)

30. Father

31. Chinese principle
underlying the universe

32. Ballplayer’s accessory

35. Together

37. A person’s brother or
sister

38. Evil spirit

39. Monetary units

40. Partner to cheese
41. About Sun

42. Group of like-minded
people

43. After B

44, Seaside room

45, Recipe measurement
46. Partly digested food
47. Flat-faced dog

48. People of southern
Africa

49, Salts

52. Beard lichens

63. Italian seaport

64. Longtime late night host
65. Extremely angry

66. Miami mascot

67. Mid-month day

68. Marked for omission

69. Body part

GLUES DOWN
1. Two-toed sloth

3. Romanian city
4. Specifies

6. Spoke

hooks

10. Forearm bones

2. Fat from a pig's abdomen

5. Rounded, glaciated valley
7. Collection of sacred

8. Extravagantly theatrical
9. Very fast airplane

11. Ancient kingdom

12. Legitimate: __

55. Sanders is one gemstone
56. Fencing sword 21. Counsels
60. Ethnic group of Albania  23. Head honcho
61. Metric weight unit 25. Cool!

26. Touch lightly

taxation
28. Dyes

32. Sodas

fide
13. Semitransparent

27. Extract money via

29. Cloying sweetness

33. Coastal village in Guam

34. Chemical ring

36. The bill in a restaurant

37. Car mechanics group

38. One-time presidential
candidate Dole

40. Health care for the aged

41. Wise persons

43. Passage with access at
one end

44. Make a wound

46. America’s spies

47. Roof of the mouth

49, Plants of the lily family

50. Pinkish-red color

51. Vaccine developer

52. Mottled citrus fruit

53. A place to store garden
tools

54. Rare goose native to
Hawaii

57. Popular Hollywood pig

58. Musician Clapton

59. A move exposing one to
danger

61. Historic Spanish soldier

62. CNN’s founder
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Raymond
Colon sends
a pass away.

www.sports.turley.com

Rams fall
to Monson

MONSON - Last Monday night, it was
a tough time for the Granby offense as
the Rams fell to Monson 46-32. Monson
got a huge game from Austin Meacham,
who scored more than half the points
for the Mustangs with 31. Granby was
led by Zavien Fernandez with 12 points.
Anthony Santiago added eight points.
Granby would fall to 0-2 on the season
while Monson improved to 1-1.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Armare Fernandez
fakes to his right .
on a play.

'y

Liam Everson takes a free throw.
the hoop.

Anthony Santiago goes after a loose ball under

Zavien Fernandez surveys the court.

CGayden

Bousquet

attempts to
get around
an opponent. ==
=%

Offense struggles in
second half for Pioneers

SPRINGFIELD - Last Tuesday evening,

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Aiden Girard makes an inbound pass.

Pathfinder had a tough time getting on the
scoreboard in the third quarter and allowed
Pioneer Valley Christian Academy to pull

away with a 55-41 loss for the Pioneers.
Pathfinder would fall to 0-2 on the sea-
son after opening the season with a loss to
Westfield Tech. Pathfinder is back in action
on Monday, Dec. 29 against St. Mary’s High
School at 7 p.m.

Cardenales

Cassian Kowalik drives toward the hoop.

RIGHT: Angelo Rentas one-hands the ball into the hoop. 7

tries to over-
~ come a block
and shoot.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Morghan Litz gets the layup.

Aubrey Klingensmith attempts the fadeaway.

B3 -

Gabriella Slovack reaches
out for the hook shot.

- T
')

O.rmles —
pickup .
first win of
the season

BELCHERTOWN - Last
Tuesday night, Belchertown
High School girls basketball
had its home opener against
Chicopee Comprehensive.
The offense had a great by
night as the Orioles defeat-
ed the Colts 60-33. In the
win, three Orioles were in
double digits led by Aubrey

)

—

Klingensmith with 16
points. Morghan Litz had
15 points and Gabriella
Slovack added 10 points.
Comp was led in the game
Trinity McCarthy
with 11 points. Sheyenne
Santiago had nine points.
Belchertown is now 1-1
while Comp is 0-2.
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Thunderbirds inch closer
to .500 with win at Lehigh

ALLENTOWN, PA — The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(8-11-3-2) rode yet another
phenomenal night of goal-
tending and special teams to
a 3-1 win over the Lehigh
Valley Phantoms (13-10-
1-2) last Wednesday night
inside PPL Center.

In a first period devoid
of scoring on 13 combined
shots, Vadim Zherenko car-
ried over momentum from
his phenomenal outing 10
nights earlier in Providence
with eight first-period deni-
als, including two on a
Phantoms power play.

Newest T-Bird Troy
Murray quickly warmed
himself up to his teammates
and fans, as the 28-year-
old dropped the gloves with
Sawyer Boulton on the first
shift of his AHL career fol-
lowing more than 200 pro-
fessional games across three
leagues before his T-Birds
debut on Wednesday.

Springfield’s penal-
ty kill, which has operated

better than any other road
PK in the AHL, continued
its remarkable run with a
second-period clinic. The
T-Birds killed off three dis-
advantages, and on the third
of those, Chris Wagner
added his second shorthand-
ed goal of the season, as he
circled Aleksei Kolosov’s
net and stuffed a wrap-
around home at 15:57 of the
middle period, making it a
1-0 game heading into the
final frame.

Zherenko kept up his end
of the bargain with nine
more stops in the second to
make it a two-period total
of 17 denials against the
Phantom attack.

The Phantoms did not
stay quiet forever, though,
as Alex Bump ripped a
perfectly placed shot over
Zherenko’s glove hand at
3:19 of the third, tying the
score, 1-1.

However, the
Thunderbirds once again
proved they were not ruffled,

and just 1:58 later, moments
after Garrett Wilson commit-
ted a delay of game minor
for clearing the puck over
the glass, Alek Kaskimaki
shuffled a rebound past
Kolosov following an ini-
tial try by Calle Rosen. The
second-year Finn’s fifth goal
of the season restored the
Springfield lead, 2-1.

The penalty killers stiff-
ened one more time, com-
pleting a perfect 5-for-5
night with a man down,
and with the Phantoms’ net
empty in the final minute,
Michael Buchinger lobbed a
clear all the way down and
into the yawning cage to put
the nail in the coffin.

Zherenko completed
another magnificent per-
formance with 23 stops
to secure the victory.
Springfield has now earned
points in nine of the last
10 games, and the club has
begun this five-game road
trip with three consecutive
triumphs.

NBSB celebrates a successful season
of giving with food and toy drives

REGION - In the spirit
of Season of Giving, North
Brookfield Savings Bank
(NBSB) is proud to announce
the success of its annual Food
and Toy Drives, made pos-
sible by the generosity of
their customers, communi-
ty members and employees.
These initiatives reflect the
Bank’s ongoing commitment
to supporting the communi-
ties it serves and making the
holidays brighter for those in
need.

During the annual Food
Drive the Bank’s communi-
ties came together to donate
over 950 non-perishable food
items and over $1,000 in
monetary donations to sup-
port families in need. These
generous donations have had
a profound impact this season
of giving, providing crucial
assistance to individuals fac-
ing food insecurity. To further
amplify the impact, NBSB
contributed an additional
$3,000 in support of the food
pantry operations. NBSB’s
annual Food Drive benefitted
the following food pantries:

East Brookfield Baptist
Church Food Pantry, Sharing
Cupboard Food Pantry - First
Congregational Church, St.
Joseph’s Parish Food Pantry,
First Congregational Church
of North Brookfield, Trinity
Episcopal Church - Jubilee
Cupboard, St. Francis of

Assisi Parish Food Pantry
and Palmer Food Share, Inc.

The generosity from
their communities contin-
ued through the annual Toy
Drive, where community
members, employees and
neighbors stepped up to the
plate again to donate over
430 toys for children in need,
alongside more than $1,600
in monetary donations. To
extend this support further,
NBSB contributed an addi-
tional $1,250 to support
those who need it the most
and bring joy to children in
the communities it serves
this holiday season. NBSB’s
annual Toy Drive benefit-
ted the following toy orga-
nizations: North Brookfield
Police Association’s Toys
for Joy Program, East
Brookfield Toys for Joy
Program, West Brookfield
Police Association Holiday
Toy Program, Ware Police
Department “Christmas for
Kids” Program, Belchertown
Firefighters Association
Adopt-a-Family Program and
Palmer Lions Club Holiday
Toy Program.

“Community is at the
heart of everything that we
do, and the success of this
year’s Food and Toy Drives
is a testament to the compas-
sion and generosity of our
customers, employees and
community members,” said

Audrey Shampine, Marketing
Manager at North Brookfield
Savings Bank. “We are proud
to come together to create a
positive difference for those
in need during this Season of
Giving.”

To learn more about North
Brookfield Savings Bank’s
Community giving efforts
and the convenient banking
products and services offered,
visit www.NorthBrookfield
SavingsBank.com.

About North Brookfield
Savings Bank

North Brookfield Savings
Bank is a mutual sav-
ings bank with full-ser-
vice branches in North
Brookfield, East Brookfield,
West Brookfield, Ware,
Belchertown, and the Three
Rivers Village of Palmer.
NBSB offers a wide variety
of deposit and loan products
for individuals and business-
es throughout Central and
Western Massachusetts and
has been a steadfast supporter
of the communities it serves
since 1854. All deposits are
insured by the FDIC and the
Depositors Insurance Fund.
For additional information,
please call 1-866-711-6272
or visit us online at www.
NorthbrookfieldSavingsBank.
com.

BUSINES

GONNECGTIO

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL o,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

SALES & REPAIRS

Welding * Fabrication * Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow * Sanders

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= SWIF RIVER=

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations

Used Cars ¢ Windshields

Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

Offense gets going
early in Railers win

WORCESTER - Although
they are very much alive in
the ECHL’s North Division
playoff race, they were —
for one night anyway — the
late Worcester Railers.

They beat the Norfolk
Admirals 6-2 last Wednesday
and scored a goal in the clos-
ing seconds of all three peri-
ods. Worcester got one with
two seconds left in the first,
10 seconds go to in the sec-
ond and 2.1 ticks remaining
in the game.

Worcester’s goals were all
scored by different players.
Ten different players had
points. Parker Gahegan con-
tinued his wonderful play
in net by stopping 31 shots.
That included 16 of 17 in the
second period when Norfolk
desperately tried to get back
into a game it trailed, 4-0,
after 20 minutes.

That’s right. The Railers
had a 4-0 lead going into
the second period. That had
happened only once before
in team history, on Jan. 26,
2019 here, in what became a
5-1 victory over Adirondack.

Prior to this game
Worcester had spent most of
its first periods in survival
mode, especially at the DCU
Center.

“I think we really tried
to channel our road type
of mentality,” coach Nick
Tuzzolino said. “When
you get into this amount of
games you start pre-scouting
yourself and I was pre-scout-
ing us I'd probably say
‘pounce on ‘em in the first
period.

“That seems to be their
weakness.”

Riley Ginnell, Drew
Callin, Anthony Repaci and
Michael Suda scored the first
period goals. Matt DeMelis
got one in the second period,
Gleb Veremyev in the third.

Drew Callin was 1-2-3.

Suda was and Repaci were
both 1-1-2 and Anthony
Callin had two assists.

Jack O’Leary scored both
Norfolk goals. The Railers
did something unusual to
achieve the triumph. They
beat Norfolk goaltender
Isaac Poulter, a very good
one just down from the
American Hockey League.
Prior to Friday night Poulter
had put together a streak
during which he allowed
the Railers to score just two
goals in three full games.

The first period goals were
scored by, in order, Ginnell,
Drew Callin, Repaci and
Suda.

Ginnell converted a 2 on 1
break with a short side wrist
shot from the left circle at
5:39. Drew Callin deflected
home a shot by his brother
at 10:11, Repaci took advan-
tage of a Norfolk turnover
and sizzled a wrist shot past
Poulter at 12:26, then Suda
blasted a low shot home
from 55 feet away with just
two seconds left in the peri-
od.

Norfolk got one back
at 8:10 of the second peri-
od as the teams traded 2 on
1 breaks. Worcester’s came
first and when Ross Mitton
came down the right side
missed to the far post on a
wrist shot, that set up the
Admirals’ 2 on 1. O’Leary
scored at 8:10.

The Admirals were all
over the Railers for most
of the period. Just when it
looked like Worcester would
escape with the 4-1 lead,
DeMelis extended his goals
streak to four by putting a
20-footer past Poulter at
19:50 and the Railers were
up by four again.

Both teams had someone
in the penalty box so it was a
4 on 4 goal.

Rogers
recognized

by MIAA

FRANKLIN - The
MIAA recognized 21
game officials from across
the state as the 2024-2025
Game Officials of the Year
during a celebratory ban-
quet held Monday, Dec, 15
at the Doubletree Milford.

The MIAA annually rec-
ognizes the best game offi-
cials from the over 5,000
officials in Massachusetts
as nominated by their
peers. The following indi-
viduals were nominated
and ultimately selected as
the best in their craft:

Among those recog-
nized was longtime umpire
Andrew Rogers from
South Hadley. Rogers is
also the umpire assignor
for Western Mass. high
school baseball and multi-
ple adult leagues as well as
American Legion summer
baseball.

Follow Turley
Sports on
Instagram

Turley Publications
sports department has
recently joined Instagram.
You can find our account
by searching “tur-
leysports.” We will reg-
ularly feature samples of
photos that you will see
in our publications on a
weekly basis. Please fol-
low and share with your
friends and loved ones. We
will be featuring photos
from all 11 of our sports
sections, but as always,
you can see all the photos
that appear by subscribing
to your local paper or pick-
ing up a copy in your com-
munity.

WINDOW from page 8

expert carpenters, outstand-
ing customer service, and
every team member who
makes this possible! Our
mission is to elevate your
home improvement experi-
ence. We're so grateful for
our amazing customers for
trusting the process every
day.” said Tim Drost, Owner
of Window World of Western
Mass.

Window World of Western
Mass. provides superior
home improvement solutions
that combine exceptional

s us_ol
WWW.SENTINEL.TURLEY.COM

quality, professional instal-
lation, and unbeatable value.
For over two decades, they
have been serving the com-
munity with a wide range
of products, including ener-
gy-efficient windows, beauti-
ful doors, and durable siding
and roofing. They stand by
their commitment to custom-
er satisfaction with a focus
on clear communication and
meticulous craftsmanship on
every project, big or small.
“Based on Qualified
Remodeler’s analysis, the
HIP 200 firms tend to share
several common attributes,

including strong revenues,
a commitment to customer
service, insightful sales tech-
niques and strong custom-
er loyalty,” says Qualified
Remodeler owner and edito-
rial director, Patrick O’Toole.
“These attributes helped put
the firms on this list and con-
tribute to their success.”
Additional information on
the HIP 200 can be found
in the November/December
2025 issue of Qualified
Remodeler and at www.qual-
ifiedremodeler.com.

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

* Title 5 inspection

ol
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe

413-323-4327

STARTING AT

5389

Scott® Shop Towels

NPF 32896
NP 76130
NPP 75180

$3.89
4389
51158

Glass Towess
Original Redl
(Origiraal Bax

90 Sheets
56 Sheets
200 sheets

S

NFP 75260
PP 75180

Rags ina Box™
Orignal Foll

200 sheels
B Pack

§13.89
515.00

Belchertovwn Auto Parts

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

413) 323-7661

NAPA AUTO PARTS: (NP AUTO PARTS

OR 323-9296

Get the
Good Stuff

ROBERTS RO

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal
Tel. 413-283-4395 » Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Proud publishers of
12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Amherst Welding, Inc.
@13 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

to advertise
your business here

—ais

Trusted Name Since 1982
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

DRY FIREWOOD
Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered,
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x*xxxxx & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small.

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

TUNE-UPS

A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967
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In observance of NNEW YEAR'S for
Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an

EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Friday, Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal,
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting.
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

Buying? Selling?

Our
Classifieds b

GetResults! § [

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

vl

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services \

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry
Framing » Drywall
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552)

A N
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 1 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 B | 22 Besgaroo| 23 Bgarey| 24 B a0
%5 B | 26 e Beaass| 28 B 00n
29 Besga0se | 30 Bearoa| 31 Bgaiss| 32 B
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37 i 38 | 30 ol 40 e
Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover [ Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv

Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

NEW BRANTREE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 413.283.8393

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

AND REPA

CA

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR.

Submit resume and letter of intent to:
www.schoolspring.com

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, |-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

INSURED AND CERTIFIED



