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GRANBY – The holiday sea-
son brings many opportunities 
to find something new, especial-
ly at holiday markets and craft 
fairs. 

A  we l l - loved  t r ad i t ion 
amongst the various communi-
ties and towns across the coun-
try is getting together donated 
items into a bazaar, and these 
bazaars are oftentimes used as a 
fundraiser. 

The United Church of Christ 
in Granby has been hosting 
their annual Jingle Bell Bazaar 
since 1946- seventy-eight years 
of community love and partici-
pation.  

It was started by the Women’s 
Guild within the church, and 
not only features handmade 
crafts and items, but also, true 
to any good Bazaar, some new-
to-you items. 

From housewares to beauti-
ful pieces of jewelry, handmade 
knitting and crochet, earrings, 
plants and wreaths, and a bake 
sale, you can find a little bit of 
everything. 

Jingle Bell BazaarJingle Bell Bazaar
helping the 
communityHoliday traditionHoliday tradition

TURLEY PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Jenni Oyola, Xylena Torres, and Tasondra Jardine taking a family photo with Santa.

Granby 
Fire Chief 
resigns

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY— On Dec. 5, the 
board unanimously accepted the 
chief’s resignation, including 
waiving the required 60 days. 
Fire Chief Michael O’Neill sub-
mitted a resignation letter to the 
town’s lawyer stating that Jan. 
22, 2025, will be his last day. 

During this time, O’Neill stat-
ed he intended to use his avail-
able sick time for that time win-
dow. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T o w n 
Administrator Chris Martin, 
according to O’Neill’s contract, 
the board can accept it immedi-
ately. 

Martin recommended accept-
ing immediately.

“He’s going to be an absent 
chief, period,” he said. “You 
need a chain of command.”

Selectboard member Crystal 
Dufresne asked what the pro-
cedure would be if the board 
accepted it immediately. 

Martin said he spoke with 
Deputy Chief Tyler Yvon and 
asked if he would be the interim 
chief, and he declined. 

“He feels we should try and 
find somebody from outside to 
serve as the interim chief until 
we can hire a permanent replace-
ment,” Martin said. “He declined 
to be internment but was willing 
to hold the fort as deputy.”

Police Department, 
Girl Scouts work together

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – As the holidays 
approach, it comes time for the stores to 
fill with the newest gadgets and gizmos 
to check off any wish list, with sales 
galore. 

The holidays are a time of gift giving, 
and the Police Department with the Girl 
Scout troops of Belchertown got togeth-
er to collect toy donations for kids from 
all over the town. 

For about fifteen years, the police 
department has been hosting these spe-
cial toy drives, which began as just a 
“stuff-a-cruiser”, but it has now become 
so much more. 

Toys collected for needy children
By Emily-Rose Pappas 

Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Community Preservat ion 
Committee met last week in 
order to discuss nine grant 
applications, and the specifics 
regarding the grants and appli-
cation requests.

T h e  m e e t i n g  i n c l u d -
ed Wilbur Quirk, At-Large 
Member, Alex Loss, from 
the Historical Commission, 
Michael Hofler, from the 
P l a n n i n g  B o a r d ,  S t eve 
Corbin, from the Recreation 
Committee, 

New Grant Applications 
The committee discussed 

new grant applications for this 

fiscal year, and the possibility 
of being able to fund the var-
ious projects put forward by 
community grant applicants. 

They reviewed the different 
applications and the amounts 
the applicants were asking for. 

A few applicants were 
present at the meeting, and 
the Town Manager was also 
present to share his thoughts 
regarding the specific grants. 

Members of the community 
came to  share their thoughts, 
as well as support for the vari-
ous grants being requested.

The first grant was not 
able to be reviewed as it was 
assigned to someone absent 
and went on record to be 
reviewed later.

Community Preservation 
Committee reviews grants

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Charlotte, Adelade, and Bradlee holding toys they are ready 
to organize in the police station. 

Please see RESIGNS, page 10

Please see GRANTS, page 13
Please see TOYS, page 16

Please see BAZAAR, page 7



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  D E C E M BE R  12,  2024PAGE 2

DL&G
TREE

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural Pruning
■ 

Crane 
Service

■ 
Storm 

Damage
■ 

Stump 
Grinding

■ 
Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

Happy Holidays from all of us at 
DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Maureen McGarrett Hall  
REALTOR® MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing

It ’s okay to not  want  It ’s okay to not  want  
to stay in one spot!to stay in one spot!

60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

Easy Propane 
Tank Swap Out! 

$99
Call For Details!

CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM

  

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY — Our town 
library is one of the most valu-
able resources, providing a new 
book to read, games, and more 
to check out, to hosting free 
public events. 

The Granby Free Public 
Library has, since it opened, 
brought to our community 
opportunities to thrive and learn 
in a communal space that every-
one can find some sort of enjoy-
ment in. 

With the generosity of the 
community, the Friends of the 
Granby Public Library hosted 
a special knit and basket sale, 
all proceeds going towards the 
library and its various needs. 

The Knit and Basket sale 
has been going for the past ten 
years, and is an annual event 
that is looked forward to every 
year. 

“I love seeing all the creativ-
ity that patrons put into making 
baskets and to see the gener-
osity of the community,” said 
Jenn Crosby, the director of the 
library. 

There were dozens of baskets, 
each one filled with a unique 
assortment of gifts and items 
in a special theme, donated by 
people and businesses within 
the community. 

Baskets include baking kits 
for gingerbread and corn bread, 
a Mickey Mouse themed bas-
ket, and more to choose from 
for the perfect and intentionally 
designed gift. 

“Our small community really 
comes together over the holi-
days,” said Crosby. 

The day also featured a cocoa 
bar with a variety of toppings 
to add to a tasty and warm treat 
to be enjoyed on a cold winter 
day with some coloring pages to 
enjoy while parents shop. 

“I like that the sale makes it 
so that we can provide afford-
able gifts for Christmas, and 
you are able to help support the 
library,” Crosby said. 

There was whipped cream, 

sprinkles, candy canes and 
candy cane pieces, and of 
course, marshmallows. And no 
cocoa is complete without a 
cookie to be enjoyed alongside 
it. 

“The knit sale is special to 
me because we have been 
doing it for so long, and our 
own In-Stitches Knitting Group 
works so hard all year to make 
the sale special and profitable 
for the Friends of the Granby 
Library, who support our pro-
g r a m m i n g ,” 
Crosby said. 

The knit-
t e d  i t e m s 
i n c l u d e d 
o r n a m e n t s , 
blankets, hats 
and scarves, 
a d o r -
ab le  l i t t l e 
Christmas-
time gnomes, 
a n d  e v e n 
s o m e  c r o -
cheted chick-
ens with their 
own adoption 
certificates. 

Library hosts opportunity for support and gifts with sale

An array 
of baskets 

donated by the 
community. 

Beautiful 
scarves, and 
some with 
adorable lit-
tle snowman 
head gloves.

Stuffed animals from beloved tv shows, blankets, and even some 
bandanas for your furry friend. 

Helen Hurteau, Jeanne Crosby, and Diane Trombley 
enjoying some hot chocolate at the cocoa bar, ready to 
welcome people in. 

Please see KNIT/
BAKE SALE, 

page 4
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JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230 
Jim.Potter@Raveis.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

The sale is an opportunity for the library to raise funds 
in order to bring these amazing events and features to the 
community, but also to spotlight the creativity of the com-
munity. 

“I love seeing what people donate. Seeing all the creativi-
ty and what they make is a lot of fun,” said Crosby. 

However, the sale isn’t over yet. As it began on Saturday, 
December 7, it will be on-going through to December 23rd 
during the regular open hours at the library, plenty of time 
to find those last minute and special gifts.

KNIT/BAKE SALE from page 3

LEFT: A perfect opportunity to adopt a little friend, and 
even more affordable than Build-A-Bear!

Ornaments and Gnomes, 
the perfect Christmas-time 

addition for all homes. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: M-F 8-5:30, Sat 8-12
www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.
See Us,
Your
Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts or

Accessories?

Our advertisers make this 
publication possible.
Let them know you 

saw their ad in the

The Sentinel

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of Nov. 27 through Dec. 3. The 
information was provided by a member 
of the police department based on the 
review of the detailed log summary. This 
feature is designed to provide context 
and explain some calls police respond to 
daily. Of the calls police responded to, 
there were 13 incidents, six accidents, six 
arrests/summons and 20 citations.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Wednesday, Nov. 27

11:58 a.m. – A person was issued a 
summons 209A violation person.

9:56 p.m. – Jesus A. Prado-Alzamora, 
47, 9 Barr Street, Worcester, was arrest-
ed for operating under the influence of 
alcohol and a marked lanes violation. An 
officer responded to a report of an erratic 
operator almost colliding with passing 
vehicles. One person got the registration 
plate. The officer was able to identify the 
vehicle from the number and stopped the 
vehicle. They were having a video con-
versation with someone. A sobriety test 

was done. The person was booked, and 
the vehicle was towed. 

Monday, Dec. 2
9:12 a.m. –  A 40-year-old Holyoke 

woman was issued a summons on a 
charge of shoplifting, third offense. An 
officer responded to past shoplifting. 
After speaking with loss prevention staff, 
the officer got video footage. The video 
was used on social media to request help. 
A police officer in Ludlow was able to 
identify one of the parties. The depart-
ment then got a call from Holyoke Police 
that the male party in the video was a 
current suspect in a shoplifting incident 
that they had. The officer was advised 
the male party was the boyfriend of the 
female party, and the officer attempted to 
contact them. 

A 38-year-old Holyoke male was 
issued a summons for a third shoplifting 
offense.

INCIDENTS/ACCIDENTS 
Wednesday, Nov. 27

7:44 a.m. – An officer responded 
to a North Main Street business for a 
report of a male party acting suspicious-
ly. People thought they were following 
them. The person was identified and 

wasn’t intentionally following people. 
10:02 a.m. – An officer responded to 

Warren Wright Road for an accident. The 
operator reported they thought they hit 
an icy spot. They lost control of the vehi-
cle, spun northbound and struck a guard-
rail. The officer examined the road, and 
there was no ice. No tow and no injuries 
were reported. 

12:12 p.m. – An officer contacted a 
George Hannum Road business to speak 
to loss prevention staff—a report of two 
people who came in and walked out 
without paying for merchandise. 

1:32 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on North Main Street. A motor 
vehicle in a North Main Street parking 
lot backed out, and I didn’t see a second 
vehicle going through the parking lot. 
The vehicle continued to back out and 
struck the second vehicle. No injuries 
were reported, and no tow was needed.

Friday, Nov. 29
8:53 a.m. – An officer responded to a 

Franklin Street residence for a report of 
a person trespassing. They were greeted 
by the person who owned the property, 
who came onto the property and refused 
to leave. and went over and spoke with 
the person and said to retrieve an item. 

If returned, they would be arrested and 
agreed to leave. The trespass form was 
completed and given to them. 

9:21 a.m. – An officer responded to a 
Hamilton Street property to investigate a 
report of animal remains dumped on the 
property. The reporting party said they 
were walking the property and noted 
carcasses of dead coyotes and some dead 
geese. The officer then contacted the 
Environmental Police to discuss the mat-
ter. It was legal, and the property owner 
was aware.

9:52 a.m. – An officer responded to a 
residence for a past breaking and enter-
ing incident. The people used it as a 
vacation home and decided to sell the 
property the neighbors were interested in 
purchasing. They wanted to buy it. They 
were given a key to the property and 
began using it. Items moved to the prop-
erty. They could not do. They requested 
the key back, and then the realtor and 
property owner changed the locks. When 
that occurred, some of their items were 
still inside. A glass door was shattered, 
and only the belongings were from that 
person. There was cardboard put over it 
to protect it from the elements.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY 

Please see POLICE LOGS, page 10
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Spectacular 
Poinsettias

“Not Just Red”
Fantasy Blue 

Glittered & Glamorous
All Sizes & Colors In 

Decorative Containers Too!

Favorite 
Holiday Plants
Stunning Amaryllis
Christmas Cactus
Elegant Orchids

Winter Blooming Cyclamen

Ready For Pick Up or Delivery
Call 413-589-7071 

New England Specialties
Italian Gourmet Baskets
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets

CHOCOLATE LOVERS
Breakfast Bonanzas
Entertainments & MORE!

Gourmet Gift BasketsGourmet Gift Baskets

Beautiful Fresh Beautiful Fresh 
Flower ArrangementsFlower Arrangements
With Long Lasting EvergreensWith Long Lasting Evergreens

Holiday WinesHoliday Wines
~ MIX N’ MATCH ~ 
Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%

Great Selection!
Villa Jolanda Holiday Prosecco, Glühwein, 
Cranberry Wines From Hardwick & Truro

LAST DAY TO ORDER 
ChristmasChristmas

Bakery & HolidayBakery & Holiday
Catering OrdersCatering Orders

   Thursday, December 19th

Featuring Cardinals 
& Candles

BOXWOOD TREES

WINES OF THE MONTH
Rodney Strong Knights Valley 

Cabernet Sauvignon
$27.99 ~ Save $2

Rodney Strong Chalk Hill 
Chardonnay

$17.99 ~ Save $2

Gluten Free Holiday Foods
Fresh & In Our Freezer Section

Great Selection of Fruit Pies, 
Cupcakes, Cheesecakes & MORE

BELCHERTOWN
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

211 State Street, Belchertown, MA
(413) 324-1138

Proudly serving Belchertown and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Friday

DOGS     CATS     REPTILES     EXOTICS
AND NOW BIRDS!

★ ★

Belchertown

Holidayy & December Events
Granby

Monday December 16
• Belchertown Senior Center Book Club, 10 a.m. 
• Clapp Memorial Library, Penguin Needle Felting, 

2:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
• Clapp Memorial Library, Belchertown Community 

Bell Choir, 7 p.m. 

Tuesday December 17
• Clapp Memorial Library, The State School at 

Christmas, 7 p.m.

Wednesday December 18
• Senior Center and Clapp Memorial Library’s Holiday 

Sing-A-Long, 10 a.m.

Thursday December 19
• Belchertown High School Winter Pops Concert, 7 to 

9 p.m. 

Friday December 20
• Free Food Friday at Clapp Memorial Library. 2 p.m. 

Tuesday December 24
• Christmas Eve: All Offices Closed 

Wednesday December 25
• Christmas Day: All Offices Closed

Monday December 30
• Clapp Memorial Library, Penguin Needle Felting 

Teen Session, 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
• Clapp Memorial Library, Good Morning Farm 

Animals with Ruth Sanderson, 6 p.m.

Tuesday December 31
• New Year’s Eve: Christmas Eve 

Saturday December 14
• Granby Historical Association Wonders of 

Christmas, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
• Granby United Church of Christ’s Living Nativity, 

5:30 p.m. 

Sunday December 15
• Granby Historical Association Wonders of 

Christmas, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday December 21
• Library’s Oh Snap! Gingerbread on the Loose 

Scavenger Hunt: 4th Annual Town-Wide Scavenger 
Hunt (Last Day)

Tuesday December 24
• Christmas Eve: All Offices Closed 

Wednesday December 25
• Christmas Day: All Offices Closed

Tuesday December 31
• New Year’s Eve: Christmas Eve 

PALMER— As the holiday sea-
son approaches, the Baystate Wing 
Auxiliary has set up the annual Tree 
of Love. This special tree has been 
created to honor and remember 
loved ones and features ornaments 
that can be purchased and person-
alized with names in memory of 
family and friends to be placed on 
the tree.

“The Tree of Love gives our com-
munity members a chance to join us 
in remembering loved ones during 
the holiday season,” said Evelyn 
Glabicky, president of the Auxiliary 
at Baystate Wing Hospital. “We 
understand how difficult the holiday 

season can be for those who have 
lost loved ones. For some families 
placing the name of a family mem-
ber on an ornament and being a part 
of the Tree of Love can bring them 
comfort.”

Beginning Nov. 1, the ornaments 
may be purchased for $5 for a sin-
gle name and $10 for a family. The 
Tree of Love will be displayed in 
the lobby located on the first floor 
of the hospital by the gift shop.

All proceeds benefit the Baystate 
Wing Auxiliary, which in turn 
donates needed equipment and 
other items to the hospital for the 
benefit of patients. For over 70 

years, the Auxiliary has supported 
Baystate Wing Hospital through its 
sponsorship of special events and 
gift shop sales. This diverse group 
of women and men includes teach-
ers, nurses, business owners, and 
retirees, who live in many different 
communities and are united by a 
shared commitment to support the 
mission of the hospital.

To purchase  an ornament , 
visit the gift shop located on the 
first floor open Monday through 
Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
Friday from 9:30 to 1 p.m.

Annual Tree of Love honors loves ones
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 
Letters to the edi-

tor should be 350 
words or  less  in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require 
l e t t e r  wr i t e r s  to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions 
deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, def-
amation of character 
and offensive lan-
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by 
the author need to 
cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  
24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069 or via 
email to sentinel@
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or 
more out from the election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and uncontested races 
are asked to submit their statements to the edi-
tor to include only biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a photo. We will not 
publish any statements of candidacy inside the 
four weeks from election threshold. To publish 
any other campaign publicity during the race, 
please contact our advertising representatives. 

We also do not allow personal attacks against 
other candidates or political parties in state-
ments of candidacy, nor do we publish for free 
any information about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 
words from supporters endorsing specific candi-
dates or discussing campaign issues are limited 
to three total per author during the election 
season. No election letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. We reserve the 
right to edit all statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our guidelines.

TURLEY ELECTION POLICY 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

Dear Editor,

During this holiday season, I would 
like to recognize the efforts of the quiet 
volunteers who regularly deliver food 
to our local food programs. These vol-
unteers bring donated food from Stop 
& Shop to food programs at the United 
Church of Christ, St. Francis Church, 
Dwight Chapel, and the Belchertown 
Senior Center. This crew works diligent-
ly “under the radar” to be sure that these 
programs have the means to assist our 
community.

Of course, none of this would be possi-

ble without the assistance of the employ-
ees at Stop & Shop, the food program 
volunteers, and especially those members 
of the Belchertown community who reg-
ularly support these efforts with donated 
food. 

If you would like to help by donating 
non-perishable foods, look for the large 
bin just past the checkout lanes at Stop 
& Shop. 

Yours thankfully,
Cliff McCarthy

Belchertown resident

Letter to the Editor:

The threat of climate change looms 
over us all. From its impact on species 
extinction, increasing natural disasters, 
and habitat loss, climate change is a 
serious issue. I have always loved the 
environment. I can not stand greenhouse 
gases continuing to be pumped into the 
atmosphere by fossil fuel companies.

The Energy Permitting Reform Act of 
2024  is being promoted as a faster way 
to get more energy. However, this would 
come at the cost of deregulating environ-
mental standards and losing communi-
ty input. What’s worse, is that it would 
require leases to fossil fuel projects to 
be given out before leases can be given 
to renewable energy projects. It would 
even require 60 million acres of federal 
land to be leased to fossil fuel projects 
every year. This would stifle progress 
for renewable energy that can limit the 

Earth’s rising temperatures to dangerous 
levels. Besides increasing all the harmful 
effects of climate change, offshore oil 
and gas drilling could harm local wild-
life.

Making sure this bill does not pass 
or reforming it to only have parts that 
would benefit renewable energy sources 
would greatly help.

I urge you to become aware of these 
issues and take action if you have not 
already. Do not let corporations be pri-
oritized over environmental protection. 
Sign this petition and let your representa-
tive know that you care about this issue.

Link to petition: https://actionnetwork.
org/letters/tell-your-us-senators-to-reject-
this-pro-drilling-bill

Sincerely,
Bart Scheer

Environmental Science Freshman
UMass Amherst

Kissing balls for 
a new porch

It’s really funny 
that sometimes I 
have to consult my 
own columns to 
remember how to 
do something. 

You see, now that 
the front porch is 
done, there is a new 
area to decorate, an 
area well-suited for 
kissing balls! My 
daughter and I were 
at the local garden 
center and there 
were so many beau-
ties for sale.  

O f  c o u r s e  i t 
would break my 
budget to buy one to go in the middle of each pair of 
columns, so it looks like I’ll be making them myself. 

The first thing you will need is a styrofoam ball. 
One that is six inches in diameter would make a 
good size kissing ball.  

Then gather a coat hanger and some wire cutters. 
Snip away the hook and straighten out the rest.  
Insert it through the middle of the ball and bend one 
end as a hanger.  

About 18 inches will be showing; it will look bet-
ter if you choose a gold colored hanger. If not, you 
can always cover it later.  

Getting the piece of wire into the dead center can 
be difficult, so use a long wooden pick to pre-make 
the hole. After that insertion will be easy.

Having a selection of greens on hand will make a 
pretty kissing ball. Scavenge the landscape for holly, 
yew, white pine, juniper and the like. Now it is time 
to insert clumps of greenery into the ball.  

Styrofoam is very durable – great for holding all 
of these stems, but much more difficult to work with 
than floral foam. For that reason, all but the most 
rigid stems need to be put on wooden picks before 
they can be stuck into the ball. 

Make small bunches of greenery about four inches 
long, holding their stems next to the pick and wrap-
ping the attached wire to it. One by one insert these 
bunches into the styrofoam. 

It is best to work randomly around the ball – set-
ting the dimensions if you will, rather than starting 
in one place and working out. Being that it is round, 
it will be hard to put it down while working on it.  

After a while you’ll get into the swing of things by 
wiring a few bunches of greens, putting them in, wir-
ing a few more and so forth. Finally, give it a good 
look. Is it a nice, round shape? Is there any foam 
showing? Where could it use a few berries?  

Rose hips or winterberry, or even artificial berries 
will surely brighten it up, as will strands of ribbon 
wired to a wooden pick and inserted into the bottom. 
Wired ribbon is a good choice since it has a little 
shape; less droopy so to speak. 

It will be surprising just how much greenery it 
takes to make a kissing ball. When I am making 
wreaths or decorations of any sort I always continue 
harvesting even after I think I have enough, just as a 
bit of insurance. It’s always better to have extra than 
have to stop everything and go picking again. 

One little factoid for cruise ship trivia: “Kissing 
bunches” in Old England were comprised of two 
intersecting circles of greens that were often deco-
rated with fruit as well as figures of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph. The “kissing” aspect came from the sprig of 
mistletoe that hung on the very bottom of the sphere 
– evoking the same response it does when hung by 
itself today.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 33 years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Thankful for volunteers

Be aware of legislation

Send Us Your Photos!
sentinel@turley.com
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HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

$289

$366

USDA INSP. KAYEM BUDDABALL

SMOKED PIT HAM
BONELESS WHOLE...........

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK “CROWN” ROAST...
USDA INSP. FRESH
HOLIDAY ROAST 
BONELESS PORK LOIN
WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES ........

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC . $139

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES ...................... $279

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
SKINLESS SHANKLESS

HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ....................

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIB EYE for 
STANDING ROAST

$988
lb

WHOLE or 
HALF

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

SALE 
DATES:  

12/12/24-
12/18/24

OPEN 
12/22 

SUNDAY 
8AM-1PM

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$1089
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN

lb

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

$599
lb

LEG 
LAMB

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE LINE OF 
GOURMET CAKES & DESSERTS

$999

$899

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 15 COUNT ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .............
CAPONS ...........................
CORNISH GAME HEN .......

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA .....

$169
lb

$499

USDA INSP. FROZEN CODINO’S
MANICOTI w/ RICOTTA 40 OZ

$499

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BOS’N

CALAMARI 2 1/2 LB BAG .....

lb

ea

ea

ea

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1999

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...... ea

$149USDA INSP. FROZEN COOK’S

HAM PORTIONS BUTT & SHANK lb

$199USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

HAM DINNER AVERAGE 5 LB lb

CUT 
FREE

CUT 
FREE

$1499
lb

FROZEN IMPORTED

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

 LEG 
RACKS

$599
lb

$279
lb

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

There was also the Jingle Bell Bazaar’s famous 
Cookie Walk, and the kitchens were filled with the com-
forting smells of cookies, as hundreds were baked. 

People could fill up a box for $10, and take home a 
variety of cookies to enjoy with a mug of hot cocoa. 

Santa Claus was also present for pictures, and gave 
kids a candy cane and a present to take home with them 
after hearing about their wish list. 

“It’s a small church, with lots of helpers,” said mem-
ber Deb LaBonte, who has fallen in love with the mem-
bers of this tight-knit church. 

“I love that people can come and find things for gifts 
that they can afford,” said member Cheryl Sawicki. “It 
helps that they are gifts that are affordable, and it in turn 
helps the church.” 

The church’s main goal and mission is that they make 
it a priority to help as much as they can, and whoever 
they can. 

The church puts together blessing bags for those who 
need the help, and they consist of a drawstring bag with 
personal care items and food to bless someone in a sim-
ple way we may take for granted. 

The church also hosts a clothing drive, as well as 
maintaining a stocked food pantry to help those in need. 

The church donated to many organizations as well 
as those in surrounding communities, and once a 
month, spends a day making and packing PB&J’s for 
Providence Ministries, sending them anywhere from 80 
to 90 sandwiches. 

They also donate to the Ministry’s pantries food and 
clothing, and purchased ten beehives sent overseas 
through Church World Service in order to bring honey to 
a community. 

All of the money raised at the Jingle Bell Bazaar is 
used in some way to aid one of the ministries they sup-
port. 

Whether it’s helping with maintenance in the parish 
house’s kitchen, to ensure they are up to date for cook-
ing for the community, or to use the money to purchase 
supplies, the money always circles back to benefiting the 
community. 

“This really is a community event, and it means so 
much to me to see everyone come together for this,” said 
Tasondra Jardine. 

The Jingle Bell Bazaar, since its beginning, has been 
orchestrated by the dedicated women of the church, and 
their supportive husbands, beginning with the Women’s 
Guild so long ago, and still being run by it today. 

This Christmas season, take some time to pause, and 
think of how you can bless the community, and see 
how even the smallest of actions can have the largest of 
impacts. 

BAZAAR from page 1

Ruth Desroches, Jenni Oyola, and Marion Mason working together at the Cookie Walk 
to put together customized cookie boxes. 

Carol Russo and Brenda Reed Knight at the bake sale, 
and happy to welcome people to the Bazaar. 

Jay Dwinell, Lydia Pike, Heather Pike, and Tasondra Jardine selling some beautiful 
handmade ornaments and other fun crafts. 

TURLEY PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Gloria Smith and Cheryl Sawicki with some beautiful 
jewelry. 

Deb LaBonte and Sharon Dwinell with their aprons, 
running the bazaar side of things
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By Richard Murphy
 Correspondent

AMHERST – On Dec.7 at 
10 a.m. The Amherst Winter 
Farmers’ Market began its 
first session at the Bang’s 
C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r ,  7 0 
Boltwood Walk.

It was a small odyssey to 
arrive there.

Once resident in the local 
Middle School, The winter 
market became a wandering 
orphan for some years. The 
market family thought it had a 
home in the Hampshire Mall in 
Hadley even though it was not 
simpatico as an institution.

E v e n t u a l l y,  t h e  m a l l 
increased what the market 
would have to pay and that 
was an offer the market could 
refuse. An attempt was made 
to move the Winter Market 
to Wancyk’s Nursery’s heat-
ed greenhouse. Unfortunately, 
there were problems with the 
town.

Still, the leadership team 
did not give up and Winter 
2024/2025 was to become the 
turnaround year.

David Machowski, long time 
summer market manager began 
the quest for a new home well 
before the summer market was 
done. In this, he was successful 
and found vendors and shop-
pers a lovely spot.

When shoppers entered on 
Saturday they were met by a 
wonderful complement of 
vendors. First to the left was 
Barton Beeswax Candles. 
Beeswax candles are without 
the toxins found in many other 
candles. 

To the right was Buzz Off 
Bee Co. No, it’s not a sugges-
tion, but they do have so much 
in the way of honey and wax 
products.

Next is Carol Joyce and her 
White Buffalo Herbs. If you 
have it, she can cure it.

Going into the main hall, to 
the left was Aaron Andrews’ 
Beyond Happiness skin care 
products, popular in the sum-
mer, now at the winter market.

Quabbin Hill Farm brought 
seasonal produce, fresh micro-
greens, pasture raised eggs, fro-
zen pesto, jarred tomatoes, and 
CBD.

Moving on, Kathryn was 
offering Lifebooch Kombucha. 
Lifebooch Kombucha is a nutri-
ent rich functional, fermented 
beverage.

Ben of Chase Hill Farm in 
Warwick brought the farm’s 
meats and cheeses as he also 
watched the Maple products 
from Justamere Tree Farm.

It’s winter and what could 
be more useful in cold weath-
er than an Alpaca sweater, 
and Donna of From Fiber to 

Fashion has that.
Goats of the Pioneer Valley 

came with, what else, but goat 
milk soaps and products, lots 
of it.

Dan of Berkshire Mountain 
Bakery has been coming to 
the market for many years and 

brings a host of sourdough 
breads from out west in the 
Commonwealth.

The Bread Basket was staffed 
by two young ladies offering 
fresh donuts and fresh breads, 
and cakes.

Twisted is a vegan bakery 

that could and does tempt the 
appetites of even the most hard-
core carnivores.

Then we came to Cold Spring 
Soapery with soaps of many 
bright colors that are gentle on 

It ’s good to be home
The Winter Farmers’ Market returns to AmherstThe Winter Farmers’ Market returns to Amherst

Quabbin Hill Farm came down from Pelham. Goats of the Pioneer Valley’s goats milk products. Alex and Supreme Microgreens.

Carol Joyce and White Buffalo Herbs.

Chase Hill Farm had all the meat and cheese you could want. Aaron and Beyond Happiness. Barton Beeswax Candles, burning clean.

Please see MARKET, page 9
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the skin while cleansing.
Last vendor, and by no means 

least, was Alex and Supreme 
Microgreens. Talk about spe-
cialization, if there is a micro-
green they don’t have it would 

be surprising.
Patrons enjoyed the offer-

ings of vendors, as well as the 
entertainment. Popular summer 
market singer, Bruce Colegrove 
played his repertoire of folkish, 
rock, blues and country for the 
market goers’ pleasure.

Andy, well known pioneer 
valley juggler, came and taught 
that art to one of the vendors 
and a few market goers.

All  too soon,  the mar-
ket ended. Dave gave a short 
after-action report and it was 
positive. He expressed his grat-

itude to the town for their con-
fidence in the market. Vendors 
and shoppers enjoyed the day. 
As a shakedown cruise of a new 
venue, few would disagree.

The market will continue 
every Saturday, same hours, 
through December.

In the New Year, bi-weekly 
will be the schedule. That is on 
the second and fourth Saturdays 
in January, February and March.

T h e  A m h e r s t  Wi n t e r 
Farmers’ Market at the Bang’s 
Community Center was a pleas-
ant day.

MARKET from page 8

Twisted Bakery is not just for vegans. Come clean with Cold Spring Soapery at the Amherst Winter Farmers’ Market.

Berkshire Mountain Bakery brought its 
sourdough breads.

Donna’s Fiber to Fashion alpaca styles 
will keep you warm this winter.

The Bread Basket had a lot to offer on 
Saturday.

Everyone enjoyed Bruce Colegrove’s 
music.Andy juggled 

and taught 
the skill at the 

market.

David and Buzz Off Bee Co.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY
Kathryn offers Lifebooch Kombucha.

If it’s maple, Justamere Tree Farm has it.The Red Fire Farm team brought a lot more than just one pumpkin.
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Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2024

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Thou __ do it
  6. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
  9. Brainstem part
 13. Town in New York 

state
 14. Little (Spanish)
 15. Continent
 16. Retch
 17. Short-billed rails
 18. Small period of time 

(abbr.)
 19. Confused
 21. A team needs one
 22. Woman in ancient 

times
 23. Republican Party
 24. Spanish be
 25. “The Godfather” 

character Johnny
 28. Not around
 29. City in Zambia
 31. A type of beginning
 33. Numb
 36. Gurus
 38. Small, gray-headed 

crow
 39. Vehicle type
 41. Disorders
 44. One point east of 

southeast
 45. Indian soldier
 46. Tree type
 48. Midway between 

south and southeast
 49. It cools your home
 51. Corn comes on it
 52. Ship’s deck
 54. A way to bake
 56. Improvised
 60. Butterfly genus
 61. Baseball fields have 

them
 62. Designated space
 63. Discharge
 64. Two of something
 65. Once more
 66. Part of your face
 67. Tax collector
 68. Cassia tree

CLUES DOWN
  1. One-time Aaron 

Rodgers target
  2. Wings
  3. Overly studious person
  4. They protect your 

valuables
  5. The Volunteer State
  6. Non-hydraulic cement
  7. Horse mackerel
  8. Jackson and Diddley 

are two
  9. Splendid displays
 10. Mountain in NE Greece
 11. A daughter or your 

brother or sister
 12. German surname
 14. Having more than one 

husband at a time
 17. Romanian city
 20. Energy
 21. Makes less hot
 23. Gas diffusion electrode
 25. Former CIA
 26. Set an example for 

others
 27. Support of a particular 

person
 29. One from the Big 

Apple
 30. Mountain range
 32. Violate the sanctity of 

something
 34. Supervises flying
 35. Talks
 37. Persian male given 

name
 40. Born  of
 42. Forcibly take one’s 

possessions
 43. Discounts
 47. Knockouts
 49. Posh Colorado 

destination
 50. Form of therapy
 52. British rock band
 53. Type of virus (abbr.)
 55. The U. of Miami 

mascot is one
 56. Volcanic crater
 57. Middle Eastern nation
 58. Sinn __, Irish 

organization
 59. Ethiopian lake
 61. Bits per inch (abbr.)
 65. Equally

2:43 p.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on East Street. A vehicle 
was traveling on the road when a group 
of turkeys came up in front. The vehicle 
stopped and was rear-ended by the vehi-
cle behind them. 

Sunday, Dec. 1
1:42 a.m. – A person requested a 

well-being checkout because of con-
cerns about where their children would 
spend Christmas. They were advised to 
contact their lawyer to determine a cus-
tody agreement. 

1 :42  a .m.  –  An  o ff i ce r  and 
Belchertown Fire Department were 
called for a report of someone locked 
out of their apartment inside the cor-
ridor with another party downstairs. 
The neighbors were locked out, and a 
relative was coming to pick them up. 
The person couldn’t remember a lot of 
things. They were evaluated and able 
to enter the residence. Then they decid-
ed to go to the hospital. They then 
declined, and a report was made to elder 
services. 

10:09 a.m. – A person called regard-
ing a former significant other who was 
making concerning statements in texts. 
The officer tried to leave a voicemail 
with the person. They returned home 
and contacted the cell phone provider 
to ping, and a be on the lookout alert 
was put out for the vehicle. The officer 
was able to get ahold of them, and they 
advised the officer where they were, at 
a church in another town. The reporting 
person provided a statement. A Section 
12 was completed and was able to get 
ahold of the person and got transported 
for an evaluation. 

Monday, Dec. 2
5:27 p.m. – An officer responded to 

an accident on Ware Road. A vehicle 
going west on Ware Road swerved to 
avoid a deer that ran into the roadway. 
The vehicle hit a mailbox, went off 
the roadway, and struck a tree head-
on. There was a significant front end, 
and the airbag deployed. The vehicle 
went off the roadway for 250 feet. No 
skid marks indicated the vehicle didn’t 
attempt to stop. There was also no evi-
dence of swerving. There was no reason 
to go off the roadway. There were no 
signs of impairment for the person. 

10:01 p.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on State Street. A vehicle 
pulling out of a driveway was trying to 
make a left turn when another vehicle 
going west on State Street had the right 
of way ad, pulled in front of the vehicle, 
and then braked hard into the front driv-
er’s side of the first vehicle. One vehicle 
was towed from the scene. No injuries 
were reported. 

Tuesday, Dec. 3
7:39 a.m. – An officer responded to 

an accident on Federal Street. A vehicle 
going west on Federal Street failed to 
yield and struck a vehicle going south 
on Allen Road. The operator said they 
stopped but didn’t see the first vehicle. 
Multiple 911 calls reported the crash. 
Both vehicles were towed, and two peo-
ple were transported from the scene. 

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 118 calls from 
Nov. 29 through Dec. 5. Those arrest-
ed are presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all the 
information.

Friday, Nov. 29 
6:19 a.m. –  A motorist reported driv-

ing into a ditch and rolling their vehicle 
over. Granby Police and Fire responded. 
There were no injuries. 

8:35 p.m. – A motorist reported driv-
ing off the road and striking a large 
rock. Granby Police and Fire responded. 
There were no injuries. 

Saturday, Nov. 30
11:17 p.m. – A motorist reported that 

their vehicle caught on fire. Granby 
Police and Fire responded. There were 
no injuries. 

Monday, Dec. 2
7:45 a.m. – Several motorists reported 

a two-car accident. Granby Police and 
Fire responded. There were no injuries. 

8:08 a.m. – While on the previous 
accident scene, another vehicle struck 
a tow truck and drove away. An officer 
caught up to the vehicle and stopped it. 
The operator was issued a criminal cita-
tion for leaving the scene of a property 
damage accident. 

8:08 a.m. – While on the previous 
accident scene, another vehicle struck 
a tow truck and drove away. An officer 
caught up to the vehicle and stopped it. 
The operator was issued a criminal cita-
tion for leaving the scene of a property 
damage accident. 

Wednesday, Dec. 4
6:48 p.m. – A resident reported a 

package stolen from their front porch. 

Thursday, Dec. 5
7:59 a.m. – A motorist reported a two-

car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries.

POLICE LOGS from page 4

He asked if any lieutenants were inter-
ested as well. 

Martin also asked if he had any recom-
mendations of who could serve and men-
tioned the former South Hadley District 
#2 Chief Todd Calkins. 

“I don’t know if he’d want to come for 
a short-term basis just to guide the ship 
until we can find a replacement,” he said. 

Selectboard member Glen Sexton said 
he wanted to wait rather than accept the 
resignation immediately. 

“I was hoping that the deputy chief 
would take it on for a little bit,” he said. 

Assistant Fire Chief Joe Fernandes 
came before the board at its Dec. 5 meet-
ing. 

Sexton asked the difference between an 
assistant chief and a deputy chief.

“Technically, if the chief is not present, 
the top two tiers have the right to make 
decisions to keep the department moving 
forward,” he said. “So, on Tuesday night, 
the deputy chief and I met with a huge 
part of the body, and we reviewed the 
situation.”

There are 39 active members. The staff-
ing is already scheduled for December, 
and they are working on January. 

“The next thing we have to work on is 
the budget going,” he said. He added that 
he’d contacted retired fire chiefs to see if 
someone could do the day-to-day. 

“We need to move as fast as possible 
to fill that because you can’t put all the 
burden on the only six full-timers because 
they have to do calls,” Fernandes said. 

Sexton said his concern is that before 
an interim chief, there is one person 
responsible for the department.

The board advised Martin to use the 
previous job description on Monster.com 
but update the salary and due date to Jan. 
14, 2025.

The board will decide on a hiring com-
mittee at its next meeting.

RESIGNS from page 1
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W E S T  S P R I N G F I E L D  – 
After a tough year with numbers, 
Belchertown and Ludlow hockey 
made the decision to co-op for the 
sport in order to sustain participa-
tion. Ludlow will be the host school 
for the co-op program between the 
two programs, which were also once 
rivals. Belchertown, once a strong 
program and Western Mass. con-
tender in recent memory, saw its 
numbers plummet during the past 
two years. The new co-op starts the 
regular season on Thursday, Dec. 12 
at Olympia Ice Center at Agawam at 
6:30 p.m. They face Minnechaug on 
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 12:30 p.m. The 
co-ops home games will be played 
on Ludlow’s home ice of Olympia 
Ice Center in West Springfield.

Newest co-op prepares for 2024-2025 season

Joe Toomey makes an 
off-balance shot. Rolon 

Anderson 
makes 
his way 
toward 
the goal.

TOP: 
Charlie 
Fijal makes
a stop 
with the 
puck.

RIGHT: 
Kellen 

Steigmeyer 
lines up a 

shot on goal.

Nick Staeb looks 
to make a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
DAVID HENRY 

WWW.SWEETDOG-
PHOTOS.COM

The Belcher-
town High School 
girls basketball 
team practiced 
last week in 
preparation for 
the upcoming 
winter season. 
The Orioles sea-
son-opener is this 
Friday, Dec. 13, 
at home against 
Monument 
Mountain. The 
Orioles then 
travel to Mt. 
Greylock on 
Tuesday, Dec. 17.

Girls basketball preps for new season

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
The Belchertown girls basketball team practice last week.

Logan Moses goes for the long-
range shot.

Cassidy MacLean extends for 
her shot.

Emma Litz pushes a pass in the 
paint.

Pioneers 
set for new 
season

PALMER – Last  week, 
Pathfinder girls basketball start-
ed its preparation for the winter 
season. This week, the Pioneers 
face off with North Brookfield 
in scrimmage action. Pathfinder 
then opens up the regular sea-
son on Tuesday evening, Dec. 
17 at 6 p.m. at home against 
the Pioneer Valley Chinese 
Immersion Charter School. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 

Addison Doktor goes for a layup.

Morgan Clark 
follows a shot 
toward the hoop.
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Belchertown 
  

Boys Basketball

Thursday, Dec. 12 Home South Hadley 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Hoosac 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Baystate Acad. 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Home Granby 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Away South Hadley 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Smith Academy 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Chicopee 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Home Westfield 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Baystate Acad. 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Home E. Longmeadow 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away Agawam 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home Quabbin 5:15 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Hoosac 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Friday, Dec. 13 Home Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Away Mt. Greylock 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Home Pope Francis 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Agawam 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Drury 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Away Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Home Mt. Greylock 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Away Pope Francis 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Home Agawam 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Home Hampshire 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Home South Hadley 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Away Drury 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Home Minnechaug 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away Frontier 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home Quabbin 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Chicopee Comp. 7 p.m.

Ice Hockey (co-op with Ludlow)
Thursday, Dec. 12 Away Agawam 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Minnechaug 12:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Away E. Longmeadow 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21 Home Minnechaug 2:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Westfield 12 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Away Greenfield 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Away Amherst 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Away Longmeadow 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Northbridge 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Westfield 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18 Away Hopedale 5 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Blackstone  10 a.m.
  Valley Tech
Thursday, Jan. 23 Away W. Springfield 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25 Home Lunenburg 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Home E. Longmeadow 8:40 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Home West Springfield 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Home Greenfield 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8 Home Longmeadow 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 15 Away Saint Paul 5:15 p.m.

Boys and Girls Swimming
Friday, Dec. 13 Home Palmer 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Hampden Charter 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away West Springfield 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Away Northampton 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Home E. Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Amherst 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away Westfield 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Home Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Minnechaug 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Agawam 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Chicopee Comp. 4 p.m.

Wrestling
 
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Knight-Hawk  10 a.m.
  Tournament
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Frontier 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21 Away Mohawk 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Away Pathfinder 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Hampshire 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Home Longmeadow 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25 Away Mt. Greylock 9 a.m.
  Tournament 
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Hampden Charter 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Quabbin Duals 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8 Away Agawam Duals 9 a.m.

Granby
 

Boys Basketball

Thursday, Dec. 12 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away Gardner 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Belchertown 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Ware 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Duggan 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home Monson 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Away Renaissance 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away Palmer 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Away Monson 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home Hoosac 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Home South Hadley 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 12 Home Hopkins 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball
 
Friday, Dec. 13 Away Lee 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Athol 9 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Smith Academy 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Monson 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Home McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Away Ludlow 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Lee 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25 Away Hampshire 1:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Renaissance 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Away Hopkins 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Ludlow 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home Hopkins 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Southwick 7 p.m.

Ice Hockey (co-op)
 
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Saint Paul 5 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Amherst 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21 Away Peabody 4 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 26 Away Southwick 1 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Agawam 3 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Home Oakmont 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Taconic 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Easthampton 2 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Taconic 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Agawam 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18 Away Montachusett 5 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Southwick 3 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Easthampton 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Home East Boston 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home Amherst 4 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8 Home East Boston 3:50 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 15 Away Assabet  5 p.m.
  Valley Tech 

Wrestling
 
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Knight-Hawk
  Tournament 10 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Away SICS 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Monument Mtn. 8 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 2 Home Smith Voke 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Away Norton 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Away Frontier 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Quabbin Duals 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away South Hadley 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18 Away Franklin Tech  9 a.m.
  Duals
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Away Athol 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25 Away Mt. Greylock  9 a.m.
  Tournament 
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Mahar 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Southington, CT 8 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4 Home Franklin Tech 7 p.m.

Pathfinder 
Boys Basketball

Thursday, Dec. 12 Home P.V. Christian 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Mt. Everett 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Ludlow 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Gateway 6:30 p.m.
Thusday, Jan. 2 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Away Smith Vocational 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Home Hampden Charter 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away PVCIC 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away St. Mary’s 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away P.V. Christian 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Duggan 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Away Monson 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Home Gateway 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4 Away Smith Vocational 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Hampden Charter 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home PVCIC 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away St. Mary’s 6:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball

Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home PVCIC 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Duggan 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Home Smith Academy 6 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Gateway 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Baystate Acad. 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home St. Mary’s 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Hampden Charter 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Sci-Tech 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Away Westfield Tech 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Duggan 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away McCann Tech 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Away Smith Academy 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Gateway 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Away Mohawk 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away St. Mary’s 6 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Hampden Charter 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home McCann Tech 5 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Sci-Tech 6 p.m.

Ice Hockey (co-op with Amherst)

Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home Greenfield 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Chicopee 8 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away Longmeadow 10 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Minnechaug 2 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 2 Home Agawam 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Away McCann Tech 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Ludlow 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Home Easthampton 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Taconic 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Home McCann Tech 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Away Westfield Tech 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Southwick 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Chicopee 4 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10  Home Southwick 8:20 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away Agawam 8:40 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 13 Home Taconic 8:20 p.m.

Wrestling
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Knight-Hawk 
  Tournament 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Smith Voke 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Monument Mtn. 8 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 2 Away Frontier 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Belchertown 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Taconic Duals 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Mohawk 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Gateway 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Wayland Duals 10 a.m.

VARSITYVARSITY  SCHEDULESCHEDULE

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call Maureen at 
413-283-8393 to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

$499
/each

Peak® -30° F 
All-in-One Orange 
Windshield Wash
1 gal.
WWS PKN003 SAVE

23%

The second came in regarding 
a request from the Conservation 
to survey the golf course and it 
was voted no. The third for the 
town beach was voted yes.

The fourth regarded a grant 
request for new handbells, and 
the committee voted no.

The fifth was a request for 
work on the firefighter muse-
um, and the committee voted 
no. The sixth was in relation to 
some necessary renovations to a 
horse barn and voted yes.

The seventh was a presen-
tation for a grant to maintain 
the McPherson sensory garden, 
and the committee voted yes on 
funding the grant. 

The eighth application was 
for the Friends of the Tri-Lakes 
was voted yes, and the ninth 
application for a gravestone res-
toration was voted no.

The tenth, regarding the high 
school’s athletic field, the com-
mittee voted yes to accept the 
application for a grant to make 
the necessary fixes. 

The board gave the dates of 
January 7 and 21, as well as 
February 4 and 18 for grant 
meetings with the approved 
applicants.

Mass Community 
Preservation Program 

Stuart Saginor, the Executive 
Director of the Massachusetts 
C o m m u n i t y  P r e s e r va t i o n 

Program, will be visiting our 
Belchertown Community in 
2025. 

The plan of the committee 
is to take Saginor out to din-
ner, as well as show him some 
completed CPC projects, then 
hear a presentation from him 
on current trends, CPA news, 
best practices, and more at their 
meeting. 

Mobile Home Park Project 
The board met with a rep-

resentative of the project to 
receive an update on the Sports 
Haven Mobile Home Park proj-
ect. 

The Sports Haven is a mobile 
home park, originally built for 
people to come who like to 

hunt and fish in the area, hence 
where it got its name. 

“The priority right now is the 
water infrastructure. What we 
don’t have is the generator for 
the pump, we don’t have a stor-
age tank, and we don’t have a 
distribution system that’s ade-
quate, because what’s there is as 
old as the park,” said the repre-
sentative. 

Roadwork restoration and 
installation of the waterline 
with the well that’s already in 
place is the current focus, with 
a discovered new total amount 
needed to complete the project, 
a little over $9 million.

 “Right now, we don’t have 
the money for the septic sys-
tem or the pump stations, but 

we feel we have enough money 
to get the pavement down, the 
sewer pipes under the roadway, 
the water and holding tank, and 
the generators,” said the project 
representative.  

He said they are hoping to get 
it in and underway by the begin-
ning of January to get started in 
the summer of 2025. 

Other Business
During a time of public 

comment at the beginning of 
the meeting, a member of the 
community came to ask ques-
tions about Lake Wallace, and 
the projects going on to install 
accessible trails. 

GRANTS from page 1

Belchertown Winter 
Market, Dec. 15

BELCHERTOWN— Organizers 
from the Belchertown Farmers and 
Artisans Market have put together a  
local shopping experience. Scheduled 
for Sunday, Dec. 15, at Jabish Brook 
Middle School, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
is a special collection of local food, local 
goods and locally made products all 
under one roof. Stop by and talk with 
the people who are growing food and 
making local gifts and food items. Also, 
the market will be a collection site for 
Stuff a Cruiser for Belchertown Police 
Department. Bring an unwrapped toy for 
donation. www.belchertownfarmersmar-
ket.weebly.com.

First Church opens 
Christmas Shop

LUDLOW—The first church in 
Ludlow, located at 859 Center Street, 
will be opening their Christmas shop 
on Friday, Dec. 13 and Saturday, Dec. 
14 from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m. There will 
be assorted Christmas items along with 
knitted, crochet, quilted items, and sev-
eral home- made crafts.

The Humming bird shop will be open 
with an assorted fabrics and yarns for at 
reduced prices and the book store will 
also be open that is filled with some of 
your favorite authors along with a selec-
tion of children books at fabulous prices.

Stop by and see what we have to offer.

Aidan Messier receives 
award for excellent GPA

ONEONTA, NY— Aidan Messier, 
of Belchertown, MA, was one of 83 
SUNY Oneonta who received the 
Richard Siegfried Student Award in 
the fall 2024 semester for earning a 
total GPA of 3.9 or higher. To be eli-
gible for the award, a student who 
meets the GPA requirement must 
either be a full-time first-year or 
transfer student.

Students received the award on 
Dec. 3 following the annual Richard 
Siegfried Junior Faculty Prize for 
Academic Excellence Lecture. Dr. 
Chelsea McCracken, assistant pro-
fessor of media studies at SUNY 
Oneonta, was this year’s Junior 
Faculty Prize recipient. McCracken 
del ivered this  year’s  Richard 
Siegfried Lecture, titled “Visualizing 
Hollywood’s Gender Inequities 
Through Female Dialogue” at the 
Morris Conference Center on campus.

The award is named in memory of 
Richard K. Siegfried, SUNY Oneonta 
Professor of Theatre from 1958 until 
1995. Professor Siegfried (or Sieg 
as generations of students fondly 
called him) epitomized excellence 
in his academic life, through imag-
ination, meticulous scholarship and 

discipline, and through his expecta-
tion of the same pursuit of excellence 
in his students and colleagues. His 
dedication brought excellence to his 
work in such historical theater worlds 
as Aristophanes, Moliere, Ibsen and 
Chekhov, his rigorous study of the 
skills of voice and movement, and his 
leadership in improvisation’s imagi-
native creativity.

•••

Belchertown resident 
appointed to NSAC

DUDLEY— Troy Pelletier of 
Belchertown, is one of 16 stu-
dents appointed by Nichols College 
President Bill Pieczynski to the 
2024-2025 Nichols Senior Advisory 
Council.

This group of accomplished seniors 
will meet with the President and 
members of the President’s Counsel 
monthly and act as an advisory group 
as the College plans for the future.

“Congratulations to the students 
selected for this year’s NSAC cohort. 
These are exemplary students, cit-
izens and leaders who have distin-
guished themselves among a strong 
senior class,” said Pieczynski. “Their 

insights will be invaluable to the lead-
ership team, and we look forward to 
hearing their perspectives and learn-
ing more about these outstanding stu-
dents.”

Upcoming NSAC meetings will 
include discussions on the College’s 
new initiatives as well as broader 
trends and issues in higher educa-
tion. In addition to helping Nichols 
enhance the overall experience for all 
members of its community, the meet-
ings are also intended as an opportu-
nity for students to further strengthen 
their communication and presenta-
tion skills, which are critical to career 
advancement.

•••

University of Utah’s 
summer 2024 dean’s list

SALT LAKE CITY, UT— Gianna 
Laroche, of Belchertown, was named 
to the University of Utah’s summer 
2024 dean’s list.

Laroche was among more than 
2,800 students named to the Summer 
2024 Dean’s List at the U. To quali-
fy, the students earned a GPA of 3.5 
or higher in at least 12 graded credit 
hours during the summer term.

College College NOTES
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BALED HAY FOR SALE. First cut 
and second cut. Call 413-323-7120.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires, 
used only two winters. No defects. 
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE hosted by Yel-
low Bear Market. December 
13, 9am-4pm; December 14 
9am-5pm. Records, DVDs, CDs, 
kitchen tables and chairs, bureaus, 
collectibles, Hot Wheels, Star Wars, 
tools, electronics, household items, 
mountain bike, smoker, snowblowers 
and much more. Like us on Facebook 
for videos, sales and more @Yellow-
BearMarket. 184 Main Street, 
Russell.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

ATTENTION 
UNPUBLISHED AUTHORS.

I am starting a free library for un-
published authors. Please send your 
rejected manuscript with a one page 
summary. Any genre including histo-
ry, fantasy, mystery, young adult, and 
poetry. Please mail to James Zlody, 
25 Tinkham Glen, Wilbraham, 
MA 01095.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Call (413) 455-4020
Email: jmbookkeeping24@

gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

REPUBLIC MASONRY 
SERVICES! 

Expert chimney, basement, interior/
exterior, repointing. Call Henry at 413-
276-8322. Book today! Preserve your 
timeless estate. Insured.

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING
TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math 
K-8, online, your home or library. Call  
978-799-9096. petedon151@
live.com

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA, well 
cared for and in good condtion. 
138,000 miles. Reference Blue Book 
for fair price. Please call (541) 654-
6007.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking 
a qualified individual for the posi-
tion of Highway Superintendent. 
Salary range starting at $75,000-
$80,000+ negotiable based on expe-
rience/skills. Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com or email 
Administrator@TownofBland-
ford.com for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and 
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

WANTED SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Retro World

�����������������
����������

��
	
��	�������	����	�
������������

������������������

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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❚ PUBLIC NOTICES 

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23-27

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30-Jan. 3Happy Holidays!24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30 - Jan. 3

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23 - 27

www.turley.com

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel Public Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampshire Probate and

Family Court
15 Atwood Drive

Northampton,
MA 01060

Docket No. HS24P0677PM
In the matter of: 

Doris May Goodrow
Of: Belchertown, MA

RESPONDENT
(Person to be Protected/

Minor) 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR 

APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR

OTHER PROTECTIVE 
ORDER PURSUANT

TO G. L c. 190B, 
§ 5-304 & § 5-405

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by 

Howard F. Goodrow, Jr. of 
Belchertown, MA

Lynn A. Goodrow of 
Belchertown, MA

in the above captioned 
matter alleging that Doris 
May Goodrow is in need of 
a Conservator or other pro-
tective order and requesting 
that

Howard F. Goodrow, Jr. of 
Belchertown, MA

Lynn A. Goodrow of 
Belchertown, MA

(or some other sui t -
able person) be appoint-
ed as Conservator to serve 
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 

a protective order or appoint-
ment of a Conservator is nec-
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
01/08/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have 
to file the witten appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NO TICE 
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be ap pointed 
at State ex pense.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana 
S. Velez Harris, First Justice 
of this Court.
Date: November 22, 2024

Mark S. Ames
Register of Probate

12/12/2024 

TOWN OF 
BELCHERTOWN 

INVITATION TO BID
The Town of Belchertown 

is soliciting bids for infra-
structure improvements at 
Sportshaven Mobile Home 
Park including roadway, 
drainage, water distribution 
system, and sanitary sewer 
systems located at 370 Mill 
Valley Road, Belchertown, 
Massachusetts. This proj-
ect is being funded by the 
Massachusetts Executive 
Office of  Housing and 
L iva b l e  C o m m u n i t i e s 
Community Development 
B l o c k  G r a n t  p r o g r a m 
through awards made in the 
FFY18 and FFY22/23 award 
cycles. This project is also 
being funded through drink-
ing water grants from the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(DEP), as well as the Town 
of Belchertown Community 
Preservation Act program. 
Additional funding for this 
project has been secured 
through an EPA Community 
Project Funding request 
through Representa t ive 
Richard Neal. The Estimated 
total project cost is $3 
Million.

Contract  Documents, 
including plans and speci-
fications, will be available 
electronically beginning 
December 13, 2024, from 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM through 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission (PVPC), 60 

Congress Street, 1st Floor, 
Springfield, MA 01104, 
p h o n e :  4 1 3 - 7 8 1 - 6 0 4 5 . 
Electronic copies may be 
obtained by contacting Sue 
Ortiz at sortiz@pvpc.org. 

The project includes 
furnishing all labor, equip-
ment and materials required 
to perform the Sportshaven 
Infrastructure Improvement 
Project, which is locat-
ed at 370 Mill Valley Road, 
Belchertown, Massachusetts. 
The project includes, but is 
not limited to, abatement/
demolition of existing mobile 
homes, utility improvements 
(water and wastewater), road-
way and drainage improve-
ments and incidental items as 
set forth in the specifications.

All bids for this project 
are subject to the provisions 
of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 30, Section 
39M as amended.

Minimum Wage Rates 
a s  de te rmined  by  the 
Commissioner of Department 
of Labor and Workforce 
Development under the pro-
vision of the Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  Chapter 
149, Sections 26 to 27H, as 
amended, apply to this proj-
ect.  All applicable Federal 
minimum wage rates and 
applicable Federal labor stan-
dards shall also apply pursu-
ant to the Davis-Bacon Act. 
When both State and Federal 
wage rates are applicable, the 
higher rate must be paid. It 
is the responsibility of the 
contractor, before bid open-
ing, to request if necessary, 
any additional information 
on Minimum Wage Rates for 

those trades people who may 
be employed for the proposed 
work under this contract.

Bid security in the form 
of a bid bond, certified or 
cashier’s check, payable to 
the Town of Belchertown, is 
required in a dollar amount 
of not less than five percent 
(5%) of the total bid amount. 
A performance bond and 
labor and materials bond for 
100% of the total contract 
price, issued by a satisfacto-
ry surety company shall be 
required by the successful 
bidder.

The Town of Belchertown 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to accept 
proposals deemed to be in 
the best interest of the Town, 
and to waive any informal-
ities or irregularities in the 
bids received. Bids may not 
be withdrawn within 30 days 
of the bid opening.

The Town of Belcher-
town, through its Selectboard, 
reserves the right to waive 
any informality in the bid-
ding or to reject any and all 
bids in total or in part as may 
be deemed to serve the best 
interest of the Town.

The Town of Belchertown 
will not be responsible for 
any costs incurred by a bidder 
in preparing and submitting a 
bid in response to this IFB.

The Town of Belchertown 
Selectboard is the Awarding 
and Contracting Authority.

The submiss ion and 
review of bids must comply 
with 2 CFR Part 200, MGL 
Chapter 30, Section 39M, 
Massachusetts Executive 
Office of  Housing and 

L iva b l e  C o m m u n i t i e s /
Community Development 
Fund Program (EOHLC/
CDF) policies, DEP, EPA, 
and CPA policies, and other 
laws and regulations of the 
Commonwealth. Acceptance 
of any bid is subject to the 
continued availability of 
funds through the EOHLC/
CDF grant awarded to the 
Town of Belchertown.

Ques t ions  regard ing 
the technical specifications 
should be directed in writing 
to Timothy St. Germain at 
Fuss & O’Neill at tgermain@
fando.com. Questions regard-
ing general bid information 
should be directed to Erica 
Johnson at PVPC, at ejohn-
son@pvpc.org. 

A pre-bid conference 
will be held on Monday, 
January 6th, 2025, at 10AM 
at 370 Mill Valley Road, 
Belchertown, MA (Sports 
Haven Mobile Home Park). 
In the event of inclement 
weather, the pre-bid con-
ference will take place on 
January 7th. A change in date 
will be communicated to all 
plan-holders.

Hard copy bids for 
the construction of the 
Sportshaven Infrastructure 
Improvement Project for 
the Town of Belchertown, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  m u s t 
b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, 60 Congress 
S t r e e t ,  1 s t  F l o o r , 
Springfield, MA 01104 by 
2:00 p.m. prevailing time, 
on Tuesday, January 21st, 
2025.
12/12/2024
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Neighborhood
MarketplaceSUPPORT 

THESE 
HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
Contractors

MA Lic. #11406

(413) 323-6116(413) 323-6116
SCHEDULING SERVICE:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Residential & Commercial
PLUMBING SERVICES

• New Construction
• Remodeling • Repairs 

• High Efficiency Gas Boilers
• All Types of Hot Water Heaters 

Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless

www.dfplumbinginc.com

Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet

Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Happy 
Holidays!

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549

Within just the first hour of the 
toy drive on Saturday, the com-
munity managed to fill the con-
ference room at the police station 
with different toys from all over 
the town.

The toys and games were 
brought for ages six to fourteen, 
and several baby and toddler 
toys were brought in, including, 
blocks, Legos, action figures, 
stuffed animals, baby dolls, out-
door and sports games, and so 
much more.

“ I t  a l l  g o e s  b a c k  t o 
Belchertown residents, and see-
ing the community get together 
is my favorite part,” said Officer 
Rivera. 

The Girl Scouts Brownie 
Troop 65329 and other Girl 
Scout Troops to come and work 
with the police department to 
take toy donations inside the sta-
tion. 

The Girl Scouts got together 
all of the toys and sorted them 
into sections, with toys for older 
girls, younger girls, and a sec-
tion for board games and puz-
zles, one for stuffed animals and 
Squishmallows in abundance, 
and another for the baby and tod-
dler toys. 

“Our troop is really big on giv-
ing back to the community,” said 
Leader Jessica Stagnaro. “The 
girls love it and sorting the toys.” 

“It makes me feel happy that 
the kids who get the toys are 
going to have a good Christmas, 
too,” said Charlotte, a Brownie 
Girl Scout helping sort and orga-
nize the toys. 

In order to ensure that the kids 
who need it most get a toy for 
Christmas, an elf from Santa 
goes to the schools to collect 
names, and toys are ensured to 
be given to them. 

“It’s nice that the community 
comes together to bring in these 
toys to give to the kids who need 
it,” said Chief Kevin Pacunas. 
“It’s amazing how generous the 
community is. That room is sure 
to be filled top to bottom.” 

The end of the drive did indeed 
fill that room in the station, and 
the department will next be host-
ing on Thursday, Dec. 19 at 5:30 
p.m. a time with Santa to pick 
out a toy, and get a photo with 
him. 

The magic of Christmas 
deserves to be experienced by 
every child, no matter their age 
or circumstance, and it is through 
the generosity of our communi-
ty that hundreds of children will 
have smiles on their faces this 
Christmas.

TOYS from page 1

Cars, balls, and action figure, 
the perfect toys for any little 

boy to fall in love with. 

A flying toy, rock exploring kits, puzzles, and 
more to explore and learn new things with. Barbie dolls, a toy shooping cart to Target 

and more to hone a little girl’s imagination. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS


