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BELCHERTOWN – This 
pas t  Sunday communi-
ty members came together 
for a grand re-opening of 
Belchertown’s Community 
Closet for a night of fun. 

Famil ies  donated and 
looked  th rough  win te r 
clothes and toys. They also 
ate pizza, fruit and veggies. 

Ch i ld ren  had  acces s 
to puzzles, multiple fun 
crafts, and a story time 
lead by Librarian Jennifer 
Whitehead. 

During the story time kids 
learned the ASL to the song 
The More We Get Together 
and sang the song together as 
well as participated in other 
interactive songs. They also 
read the book What!

Natasha Martin is the chair 
of the family center commit-
tee.

“It’s  real ly important 
because we want to make 
sure [our families in town] 
have access to quality win-
ter gear for their kids,” said 
Martin. 

Community Closet reopens

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E RT OW N  — 
The time has come again 
for the Belchertown Police 
Department to host their 
annual toy drive, and dozens 
of people came from all over 
town to drop off toys to be 
donated. 

“Seeing our community 
room fill up with toys and 
knowing every single one of 
those gifts is headed straight 
to a child who might not oth-
erwise have anything to open 
on Christmas morning. 

We have been hosting the 
Toy Drive for approximately 
12- 15 years. Every year it 

gets a little bigger, and every 
year we get to help a few 
more kids,” said Chief Kevin 
Pacunas. 

The Girl Scouts came by 
to assist with unpacking 
trunks and organizing the 
toys by category into the 
police station. 

“This tradition it’s import-
an t  to  our  depar tment 
because we are supporting 
and serving our community 
beyond emergency respons-
es. Events like stuff a cruis-
er allows officers and resi-
dents to connect in a positive 
manner, working side by side 
to make a difference,” said 
Officer Draine Colon Rivera. 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – For the 
first year ever, the Granby 
Public Safety members got 
together to host a special 
toy drive in the parking 
lot of the Public Safety 
Complex.

“This is our first drive 
ever, and due to the tre-
mendous support we have 
received from the public, 
we certainly will make this 
an annual event going for-
ward. As a great man once 
said, “it is better to give 
than to receive,”- and what 
can be better than giving 
to children in need during 
the holidays?” said Allan 

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Local officials and consul-
tants gathered to discuss the 
potential for regionalizing 
Belchertown’s school sys-
tem, exploring educational, 
financial, and operational 
implications as declining 
enrollment and future plan-
ning pressed into the eve-
ning’s agenda.

Town leaders, school 
c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s , 
and consultants from the 
Massachusetts Association 
o f  R eg i o n a l  S c h o o l s 

(MARS) convened to pro-
vide clarity and engage in 
a wide-ranging dialogue 
about whether regionaliza-
tion could serve the com-
munity’s needs. The discus-
sion covered the formation 
of planning committees, the 
complexities of shared gov-
ernance, financial consider-
ations, and the experience 
of other districts facing sim-
ilar questions.

Attendees then heard 
introductory remarks and 
an agenda summary from 
Selectboard member Nicole 
Miner, who stated, “I think 
that this is purely fact find-

ing… if regionalization is 
a good fit for us or which 
direction we want to go 
in… We just want to under-
stand from you what the 
steps are and the consider-
ations.”

Consultant Jay Barry 
introduced himself and set 
the scene for how regional 
school agreements function. 

“A regional school district 
is its own… government 
organization and entity,” he 
said. “It exists by itself. It 
can hire people, fire people, 

Triboard meeting hosts school 
regionalization consultants

for peopeople in need

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – 
Finding your passion is an 
essential part of learning 
to love and truly appre-
ciate life, and for author 
Diane Leaf, she has found 
that passion to be in writ-
ing. 

Drawing inspiration 
from Belchertown, her 
seven books are inspired 
by town, and cross three 
genres: children’s, young 
adult, and science fiction 
and fantasy, drawing on 
the wonder of her home-
town in many ways. 

“The people and the 
opportunity to connect 
with nature. Belchertown 
has a small-town feel 
that I absolutely love-it’s 
safe, beautiful, and full of 
quiet moments that spark 
creativity,” said Leaf. 
“While the characters in 
my Timewalker series are 
fictional, Belchertown and 
the Quabbin are indirectly 
woven into the storyline. 
Spoiler alert: there’s a 
major reveal in Book 3, 
and that reveal becomes 
the focus of Book 4. The 
idea for The Seven Year 
Track came to me while I 
was driving past the play-
ground and noticed the 
way the sunlight hit the 
trees and shrubs, forming 
what looked like a natural 
tunnel.”

Leaf began her writing 
journey in 2010 and wrote 
on and off for the past 15 
years until now, seven 
published books later, and 
a passion for writing she 
desires to share with her 
whole community. 

“What I  love most 
about writing is discon-
necting from the day-
to-day and diving into a 

Author 
inspired 
by town

Police, firefighters collect toys for kids in needBPD hosts annual toy 
drive for kids in need

SUBMITTED PHOTOSpakry posing for a photo with two boys who stopped to donate.

TURLEY PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY MURPHY FITTS
ABOVE: Welcome to the grand re-opening of Belchertown’s Community 
Closet. AT LEFT: Lila delights in playing with toys shared at the communi-
ty closet. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The Girl Scouts who came to help with the toys with Comfort 
Dog Oliver and Officer Draine Colon Rivera.

Please see MEETING, 
page 2

Please see AUTHOR, 
page 9

Please see COMMUNITY 
CLOSET, page 9

Please see TOY DRIVE, 
page 3

Please see TOYS FOR 
KIDS, page 5
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Now Accepting New Patients
WHY WHY 
GO TO GO TO 
URGENT URGENT 
CARE?CARE?
Don’t Forget To 
Get Your Flu Shot 
This Fall!

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.
Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

❚ COMUNITY�

BELCHERTOWN – Our 
fourth year was an interest-
ing, difficult at times, gar-
den season.  Mother Nature 
threw everything at us. We 
were very lucky to have the 
Belchertown High School 
Girls Softball team do a 
spring clean-up. It was awe-
some.  We hope they come 
back in 2026. Community 
Service at its best.

With the funds from the 
Community Preservation 
Grant and some funds left in 
our dwindling Gift Account, 
which comes from your 
donations and the support 
of our DPW, this is what we 
were able to accomplish. 

Two new 8-foot- long 
wooden picnic tables, one 
accessible

The old picnic table was 
moved to a place in the trees 
for shade.  This was made 
possible by “lots” of wood 
chips from the DPW
•	 3 beautiful maple trees 

were planted outside the 
tall wall facing CHCS

•	 3 unusual and interesting 
evergreens planted in the 
center of the old circular 

drive
•	 A polymer product was 

put between the stones in 
the original path to keep 
the crabgrass from grow-
ing there

•	 A raised bed to make 
planting, weeding, and 
just enjoying flowers 
accessible for all

•	 A magnolia tree was 
planted in the back by the 
“patio.”

•	 We planted many more 
perennials out of our own 
pockets because we are 
so forgetful and lose our 
receipts

•	 Once  aga in ,  Rena te 
Robinson, our Dahlia 
Lady, donated dahlias that 
were spectacular

•	 We planted gladiolas for 
the first time and remem-
bered to dig up the bulbs 
for next year

•	 We added sunflowers in 
the circular drive

•	 And we mulched every-
thing

We hope that you contin-
ue to enjoy beautiful sunsets 
in the garden throughout the 
winter months and welcome 
the spring flowers with us.   

Wishing you happy days 
throughout  the  coming 
Holiday Season. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Hello from the McPherson Garden Committee

A beautiful view of the McPherson Sensory Garden. 

BELCHERTOWN –  If 
you want to stay In The 
Know with what is happen-
ing in town, there are two 
services that you can sign 
up for Emergency Alerts. 

Emergency Alerts are for 
emergency or urgent sit-
uations and are time-sen-
sitive. You can choose to 
receive this on your mobile 

phone (which we strongly 
encourage, since it might 
be a time-sensitive situa-
tion), via email, or both. 

The easiest and fast-
est way to sign up for 
emergency alerts is to 
text  BELCHERTOWN 
to 38276, or going to the 
town website to sign up 
there. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Borris and Ed want to know if you’ve signed up for Emer-
gency Communications from the Town.

Belchertown’s In 
the Know initiative 

pay people, borrow money, 
and enter into contracts, all 
of that on its own, without 
the member towns. It 
has its own organiza-
tion, and the member 
towns are represent-
ed by their school can 
elect school committee 
representatives.”

Barry underl ined 
both the separation and 
partnership inherent to 
regionalization.

“It’s very important 
that regional school 
districts, even though 
they are independent 
to some degree, very 
much keep in mind 
their  members and 
keep them posted, 
keep them informed, 
let them know what’s 
going on,” he said. 
“And sometimes when com-
munication isn’t there, things 
don’t go well.”

One advantage to region-
alization is additional state 
reimbursement for transpor-
tation. “Regional districts 

receive reimbursement for 
their transportation… it real-
ly varies between about 60 
and 80%... depending on how 
robust the state budget is. But 

that’s a benefit that munici-
pal districts, of course, don’t 
have.” 

Financial complexity and 
governance differences were 
recurring themes.

Barry said a regional dis-
trict is a little bit more inde-
pendent in its structure and 
function. 

School Committee mem-
ber Ruby Bansal clarified the 
oversight in regional school 

districts: “School committees 
are in charge of the school 
district pretty much, and 
they hire the superintendent. 
The operations of the Select 

Board are not in our 
chain of command,” 
Bansal said.

Officials discussed 
how regionalization 
studies typically pro-
ceed, with Barry stat-
ing, “Usually there’s 
some sort of explor-
atory work on the part 
of a working group or 
stakeholders to learn a 
little bit about region-
al districts and the 
regionalization pro-
cess. Then, primarily 
to find a partner, you 
have to have somebody 
to dance with if you’re 
going to do this... Then 
what would happen is 
both towns would work 

through their moderator and 
their Select Board... and they 
would appoint a regional 
school planning committee.”

The timeline and expenses 
for a full study were outlined 
as substantial: “These stud-
ies take time, generally, more 
than a year,” Barry said. “I 
can think of an example that 
was somewhere in the range 
of $70,000 or 80,000… and 
the timeframe in one proj-

ect we did… that took three 
years.” 

On the academic front, 
concern for student out-
comes and program breadth 
drove much of the dialogue 
for Selectboard Chair Lesa 
Lessard Pearson.

Yet, comprehensive data 
l ink ing  reg iona l iza t ion 
directly to improved out-
comes appears limited. “You 
have to be very careful about 
promising that everything’s 
going to get better,” Barry 
said.

Debate continued over the 
merits and risks of regional-
ization. 

“I’ve seen the financial 
projections; they come out 
pretty even. There isn’t a 
huge financial benefit to 
doing this,” Barry said. Other 
concerns included gover-
nance, the potential loss of 
local control, and complica-
tions of splitting assets if a 
regionalization failed.

As the meeting ended, par-
ticipants agreed more infor-
mation and community con-
sensus was necessary before 
taking action. 

“It’s time that we form a 
committee,” Select Board 
member Jon Ritter said. “It’s 
open meetings to the pub-
lic, and you get some public 
interest.”

MEETING from page 1

“It’s very important that 
regional school districts, 
even though they are 
independent to some 
degree, very much keep in 
mind their members and 
keep them posted, keep 
them informed, let them 
know what’s going on.”

JAY BARRY,
Consultant

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Belchertown Boy Scout 
Troop 507 is holding a Can 
& Bottle Drive on Saturday, 
December 13 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Pride Gas 
Station at the intersection 
of Rt. 21 and Rt 202,  165 
State Street.   Gather up all 
of those unwanted returnable 
bottles and cans from your 
Thanksgiving gatherings and 

help support the Boy Scouts 
of Belchertown. Returnable 
water bottles are also accept-
ed. Bring them to the Pride 
station where the Scouts 
will be collecting them to 
raise money to help make 
their scouting experience 
more meaningful. If you 
have questions, please email 
BelchertownTroop507@
gmail.com. 

Boy Scout Troop 507 can, 
bottle drive December 13

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Agricultural 
Commission invites all 
interested parties to our 
winter informational event 
on January 24, 2026, from 
1 to 3 p.m. in the audito-
rium located at Lawrence 
Memorial Hall.

Presentation will be pro-
vided on the following top-
ics. Mill Valley Veterinary 
Clinic will provide updates 

on Livestock Health, the 
USDA Natural Resource 
Conse rva t ion  Serv ice 
will provide updates on 
their programs and ser-
vices, as well as discuss 
climate change, and the 
Community Involved in 
Sustaining Agriculture 
(CISA) will provide infor-
mation on their programs 
and services. Refreshments 
will be served.

Agricultural Commission invites 
community to winter event

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Town Hall and 
the Select Board’s Office 
at  the Finnerty House 
will be closing at noon on 
Wednesday,  December 
24, 2025, for the holiday.   
Offices will reopen at 8 
a.m. on Monday, December 

29, 2025. Additionally,  the 
Belchertown Town Hall and 
the Select Board’s Office 
at  the Finnerty House 
will be closing at noon on 
Wednesday,  December 
31, 2025, for the holiday.   
Offices will reopen at 8 a.m. 
on Monday, January 5, 2026.

Town hall holiday closures

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Community 
Handbell Choir will be per-
forming this holiday season 
on Sunday, December 7, 
at Hope Methodist Church 
at  the 10 a .m.  service, 
Sunday, December 14, at the 
Belchertown United Church 
of Christ at the 10 a.m. ser-
vice, and at Christopher 
Heights at  2 p.m.   The 
Handbell   Choir will also 

be performing on Tuesday, 
December 16, at 7 p.m. at 
the Clapp Memorial Library.    
Come join us and listen and 
learn about Belchertown’s 
handbells.

Handbell holiday music 
is coming to town

B E L C H E RTOW N  – 
With winter already mak-
ing itself known after this 
week’s snow and ice, resi-
dents are reminded that free 
winter sand is available for 
household use. The sand 
(no salt mix) is provided 
for Belchertown residents 
only; contractors are not 
permitted to take sand.

Sand may be picked up 
at the “Green Shed” locat-

ed at the DPW Highway 
Garage, 290 Jackson Street. 
Residents should bring 
their own bucket or con-
tainer, along with a shovel, 
for loading the sand.

There is  no fee for 
this  service .  For  ful l 
details, visit the Town of 
Belchertown website or 
contact the Department of 
Public Works at 413-323-
0415.

Do you need sand? 
We have sand
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CARRIAGE TOWNE 
PROFESSIONAL OFFICES

On the Common • Belchertown
Your Community of Professionals

First-Floor Offices Available Now
Spacious, bright professional suites in a gracious Georgian colonial 

landmark. Most offices include private restrooms and ample storage.

Why Carriage Towne?
• Prestigious, highly visible location
• Walk to banks, post office, restaurants & Town Hall
• Free on-site tenant parking + abundant municipal client parking
• Reasonable rent includes most utilities, cleaning, snow removal & 

maintenance

OPEN HOUSE — Saturday, Dec. 13 • 11–3
RSVP: 413-835-1269 or call to schedule a personal showing.

See more photos at www.belchertownofficerentals.com.

Ideal for:
    • Attorneys 
    • Accountants 
    • Therapists 
    • Consultants 
    • Non-profits

* *

SAMPLE OFFICE

SHARED WAITING ROOM

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

Once all the toys are col-
lected, a member of the 
community, the mysterious 
Santa’s Elf, comes by to 
make sure that each of the 
gifts is personally delivered 
to the kids in town who need 
the toys the most. 

Baby toys, dolls, baby 
dolls, trucks, puzzles, board 
games, cars, action figures, 
stuffed animals, blocks and 
Legos, and so much more 
were donated so that there 
was something for every 
child from preschool to mid-
dle school. 

  “The outpouring of sup-
port we receive for our 
Toy Drive is nothing short 
of amazing. None of this 
would be possible without 

the incredible generosity of 
our community, we can not 
thank everyone enough,” 
said Chief Pacunas. 

The Toy Drive was a great 
success, and provided a way 

for the police to reach out 
the community and provide 
some toys, and for the com-
munity to help each other 
this holiday season.

TOY DRIVE from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Officers helping to unload a trunk of toys.

Dozens of science and 
craft toys, board games, 
and puzzles to be enjoyed.

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

BELCHERTOWN 
– Warm up at the 
C lapp  Memor i a l 
L i b r a r y  t h i s 
December with a 
variety of events and 
programs for every 
age. We hope to see 
you soon.

 
Christmas 

holiday schedule:
The Library will 

close at 1 p.m. on 
We d n e s d a y,  D e c . 
24, and remain closed on 
Thursday, Dec. 25. Regular 
h o u r s  r e s u m e  F r i d a y, 
December 26. 

For General Audiences: 
Belchertown Community 

Bells Choir 
Tuesday, Dec. 16,  7 to 8 p.m. 

Join the Belchertown 
Community Bells Choir for 
a free concert at the Clapp 
Memorial Library. The Choir 
have been playing and pre-
senting concerts for near-
ly 40 years. This volunteer 
musical group is led by Bill 
McClure and plays several 
different styles of music from 
religious to pop. They enjoy 
ringing, rehearsing, and shar-
ing their music with others in 
the community. 

Community Wellness 
Friday, Dec. 19, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Clapp Memorial Library 

and BOAT welcome anyone 
in the community needing 
access to health care, mental 
health/substance use resourc-
es to the library on the 3rd 
Friday of every month from 
3 to 5 p.m. Free refreshments 
will be available. 

For Adults: 
Passage to Poros: 

In the Sanctuary of the 
Sea God Book Talk with 

Dr. Edward Tick 
Thursday, Dec. 11, 7 to 8 p.m. 

Join us for a book talk 
with Dr. Edward Tick, author 
of Passage to Poros: In the 
Sanctuary of the Sea God. 
Explore the reawakening of 
ancient Greek healing prac-
tices by taking this journey 
of transformation, myth, and 
divine presence to the sacred 
island of Poros, a site of pil-
grimage and healing for more 
than 3,000 years. This book 
examines pilgrimage, sanctu-
ary, and asylum, the duties of 
Poseidon, who was the rul-

ing god of Poros. Books will 
be available for purchase and 
signing. 

Adult Winter 
Reading Program 

Dec. 20, 2025 - Feb. 20, 2026 
Adults are invited to par-

ticipate in “Cozy Up with 
a Good Book”, our Winter 
Reading Program. Enjoy 
books and fun, cozy activities 
as you complete the squares. 
Earn chances to win some 
great prize bundles. Sign up 
at clapplibrary.beanstack.
org or on the Beanstack app. 
Physical Bingo cards are also 
available for pick-up at the 
library. Get all the details 
when you sign up. For adults 
age 18 and over. See below 
for our Teen Winter Reading 
Bingo. This program is 
funded by the Friends of the 
Clapp Memorial Library. 

For Teens:
Free Food Friday 
Friday, Dec. 12, 
2 to 3:30 p.m. 

Teens are invited to the 
library after school for free 
snacks as they visit and use 
the library! Students must 
be in grades 7-12 and arrive 
between 2 to 3:30 p.m. for 
a free snack, courtesy of 
the library, as supplies last. 
This program is funded by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library. 

Teen Winter Reading Bingo 
Dec. 20, 2025 - 
Feb. 20, 2026 

For the first time ever, the 
Clapp Memorial Library 
is running a Teen Winter 
Reading Program! Teens 
in grades 7-12 are invited 
to sign up for Teen Winter 
Reading Bingo at clappli-
brary.beanstack.org or on 
the Beanstack app! Physical 
Bingo cards are also avail-
able for pick-up at the 
library. Participating is easy 

- and, of course, 
there are priz-
es! Get all the 
details when you 
sign up. Save the 
date, and start 
earning tickets on 
December 20th! 
Th i s  p rog ram 
is funded by the 
Friends of the 
Clapp Memorial 
Library. 

For Children: 
Drawing Class: Doughnut 

Forget the Sprinkles! 
Thursday, Dec. 11, 

4:30 to 6 p.m. 
Join us for a doughnut 

drawing class for kids with 
Nicole Gibbs. The class will 
be sprinkled with drawing, 
story, and DOUGHNUTS 
(well, at least on paper) as 
we read Arnie the Doughnut 
by Laurie Keller and practice 
our doughnut drawing skills! 
Registration is required. 
Register online at clappli-
brary.org or call the library at 
413-323-0417. 

Magic: The Gathering 
Saturdays now through Jan. 10

10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Join us for Magic The 

Gathering in the Activity 
Room. Bring your own deck 
or use one of our learning 
decks. Everyone is welcome; 
however, players must be flu-
ent readers. Players under the 
age of 10 must have a care-
giver who is at least 14 years 
old on the Library premises. 
Join us for every session or 
just one - it’s up to you! We 
will have two instructors to 
help get games started and 
assist with the rules of the 
game. No registration is 
required. Check the Library 
website or Facebook page if 
there is inclement weather. 

Winter Story Times - 
Beginning the week of Dec.  8 

Stories and fun for chil-
dren and their  caregiv-
ers! We’ll tell stories, sing, 
dance, have finger plays, do 
crafts, and play instruments. 
Registration is required. 
Emails will be sent to con-
firm enrollment. When ses-
sions are full, children will 
be put on a waitlist. Register 
online at clapplibrary.org/sto-

Warm up this December at the library
B E L C H E RT OW N  – 

Come and celebrate the 
first night of Hanukkah 
with a community menorah 
lighting. Play dreidel with 
friends and family and eat 

some yummy nosh. Listen 
to the story of Hanukkah 
and bring a menorah to 
light- we have extra candles.

The Hanukkah ce le-
bration will take place on 

Sunday, Dec. 14, from 4:30 
to 6 p.m. at the Belchertown 
Recreation Department, 66 
State Street. Come and join 
in the fun.

Belchertown celebrates Hanukkah

Please see LIBRARY,
 page 8
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Neighborhood
Marketplace

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet

Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July1 ........8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Happy 
Holidays!

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of Nov. 
21 through Dec. 4. The infor-
mation was provided by a 
member of the police depart-
ment based on the review of 
the detailed log summary. 
This feature is designed to 
provide context and expla-
nation to some of the calls 
police respond to every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Saturday, Nov. 22

5:50 p.m. – A 15-year-old 
Springfield male was issued 
a summons for charges 
of possession of alcohol 
under 21 and a 15-year-old 
Belchertown male was issued 
a summons for charges 
of shoplifting. An officer 
responded to a business 
regarding a person under 
21 who stole alcohol. While 
responding, the officer was 
updated that two people were 
involved in the incident. The 
officers saw the two people 
by the parking lot and iden-
tified them. The two were 
trespassed from the proper-
ty and the people’s parents 
were contacted. The School 
Resource Officer was alerted 
of the matter. 

Sunday, Nov. 23
7:41 a.m. – A person was 

arrested for an abuse preven-
tion order violation.

9:25 a.m. – Officers police 
assisted Ware Police with an 
arrest for a 209A violation. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Saturday, Nov. 22

8:57 a.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Federal Street and George 
Hannum Road. A vehicle 
traveling on Federal Street 
stopped at the stop light. A 
second vehicle rear ended 

the first vehicle. No injuries 
were reported and no tows 
were needed. 

Sunday, Nov. 23
10:04 a.m. – An officer 

spoke with a person about 
someone they thought could 
be missing because they 
hadn’t heard from them. The 
person was entered as miss-
ing.

5:04 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on North Liberty Street. A 
vehicle was traveling north 
on North Liberty Street when 
a bear ran into the roadway. 
The vehicle struck the bear 
and there was damage to the 
front right side of the vehi-
cle, which was towed from 
the scene. No injuries were 
reported. 

7:23 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Jackson Street. A vehi-
cle traveling east on Jackson 
Street struck a deer that ran 
into the roadway. There was 
damage to the center front of 
the vehicle. The deer died. 
No injuries no tows. The 
plate fell off and an officer 
was able to return it.

Monday, Nov. 24
10:50 a.m. – An officer 

took a report of check fraud. 
A person mailed a check to 
pay a bill and then when they 
realized the bill wasn’t paid, 
it was discovered the check 
was altered. The resident was 
told to contact their bank and 
the postal service. 

1:01 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Main Street. A vehicle trav-
eling north on Main Street 
stopped to turn left onto 
Central Street. A second 
vehicle tried to pass the first 
on the right side and struck 
the left side of the first vehi-
cle. No injuries were report-
ed and no tows were needed. 

Tuesday, Nov. 25
10:51 a.m. – An offi-

cer took a report of fraud. 

A person got an email that 
was ready to be shipped. 
They said they didn’t place 
an order and contacted the 
retailer who said it was 
shipped and noted the pur-
chase was fraudulent. The 
person cancelled the card to 
get a new one.

6:29 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Chauncey Walker Road. 
A vehicle traveling north 
on Chauncey Walker Road 
struck a deer that ran into 
roadway. No injuries were 
reported and no tows were 
needed. 

6:29 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Bay Road. Two vehicles 
going east on Bay Road 
stopped at the stop sign. One 
vehicle moved forward and 
then was struck by the sec-
ond vehicle in the rear. No 
tows were needed and no 
injuries were reported. 

10:04 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident. 
A vehicle backing out of a 
space at a business struck a 
second vehicle. There was 
damage to the right side. It 
was reported after the acci-
dent occurred. Statements 
were taken by both people.

10:55 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with people in the 
lobby about relationship 
issues. 

Wednesday, Nov. 26
7:45 a.m. – An officer 

responded Chauncey Walker 
Road and Bardwell Street 
near the Ludlow line. Ludlow 
Police were contacted to 
block the road. A vehicle 
struck a tractor trailer unit. 
The roadway was impass-
able. One vehicle’s occupant 
was transported from the 
scene.

Friday, Nov. 28
9:48 p.m. – An offi-

cer responded to assist 
Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics.

Saturday, Nov. 29
9:39 a.m. – A person 

dropped off a bag they found 
in the woods. It appeared as 
through it was outside for 
many seasons. It was covered 
in dirt and moss. The officers 
found a wallet and license. 
The officers tried to contact 
the person, and the wallet 
was placed into property. 

2:03 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Turkey Hill Road. A vehicle 
stopped at the traffic light on 
Turkey Hill Road was rear 
ended by a second vehicle. 
Both vehicles were towed 
from the scene. No injuries 
were reported. 

2:49 p.m. – An officer took 
a debit card and a winter hat 
from a person who dropped 
them off after finding them 
in while hiking. The property 
was entered into evidence. 

9 p.m. – An officer to 
Amherst line for a courtesy 
transport. The officer located 
a wallet during the transport. 
They went to the address, 
and no one was home and the 
officer also tried to contact 
the person but couldn’t reach 
them.

Sunday, Nov. 30
7:15 p.m. – An officer 

responded to a residence to 
help someone experiencing a 
mental health crisis. 

11:15 p.m. – An offi-
cer responded to a report 
of a fallen tree. The officer 
responded to Poole Road 
for a report of a fallen tree 
across a roadway and on a 
residence. The tree landed in 
the yard, struck a vehicle and 
the home. The homeowner 
was identified. National Grid 
was contacted. 

Monday, Dec. 1
4:16 p.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident. 
A vehicle traveling east on 
Allen Road drifted off the 
roadway, sideswiping a pole. 
There was damage to the left 
side and front of the vehi-

cle. Images were taken of the 
accident. No injuries were 
reported and no rows were 
needed. 

Tuesday, Dec. 2
2:25 a.m. – An officer took 

a report of fraud. A package 
was delivered to a residence, 
but the contents of the pack-
age were not there. The res-
ident said they contacted the 
retailer and they requested 
copy of the police report. 

10:11 a.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on George Hannum Road. 
A vehicle traveling east 
on George Hannum Road 
toward the underpass struck 
another vehicle heading in 
the opposite direction. The 
cars struck the underpass. 
No tows were needed and no 
injuries were reported. 

12:58 p.m. – There was an 
accident around 625 State 
Street. 

2:03 p.m.  – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Turkey Hill Road. A vehi-
cle on Turkey Hill Road lost 
control, sliding into a guard-
rail. No tows were needed 
and no injuries were report-
ed. 

Wednesday, Dec. 3
2:18 p.m. – An officer took 

a report about a missing per-
son and the person has mem-
ory issues. 

Thursday, Dec. 4
10:03 a.m. – A resident 

reported a possible past 
breaking and entering they 
were away from the apart-
ment and believed someone 
entered and took various 
medications and other items. 

Granby 
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to 121 calls for the week 
of Nov. 18 through Dec. 5. 
Those arrested are presumed 

innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, Nov. 28
1:26 a.m. – A motor-

ist reported striking a deer. 
There were no injuries.

Sunday, Nov. 30
12:34 p.m. – An Amazon 

delivery driver reported be 
bitten by a dog while deliv-
ering items to a residence. 
Granby ambulance respond-
ed and provided treatment 
for a minor injury.

Monday, Dec. 1
3:52 a.m. – A motorist 

reported that a bread delivery 
truck slid off the road and 
struck a tree. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. There 
were no injuries.

4:47 p.m. – A motor-
ist reported striking a deer. 
There were no injuries.

7:08 p.m. – While on 
patrol, an officer observed 
a motor vehicle fail to stop 
for a stop sign. The vehi-
cle was stopped and it was 
discovered that the operator 
had a suspended MA driver’s 
license. The operator was 
issued a criminal citation.

Wednesday, Dec. 3
11:57 a.m. – A resident 

came to the station to report 
their someone tried taking 
money from their accounts. 
An incident report was com-
pleted.

2:34 p.m. – A resident 
reported that they received a 
message stating their Apple 
account was charged $143. 
However, they do not have 
an Apple account. They were 
advised to delete it the mes-
sage since it was scam.

Thursday, Dec. 4
11:22 a.m. – A motorist 

reported a that a delivery 
driver struck her garage door 
at a low speed. There were 
no injuries.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Belchertown was award-
e d  $ 3 4 5 , 0 0 0  i n  s t a t e 
grants through the FY26 
Community One Stop for 
Growth program. 

Here’s what the funding is 
supporting:
•	 $30,000 for a Downtown 

Business Marketing Plan 

to help strengthen our 
local businesses and attract 
more visitors.

•	 $125,000 to update our 
Zoning Bylaw and Map - a 
much-needed refresh since 
it hasn’t been comprehen-
sively updated in over 30 
years!

•	 $190,000 for a new roof 

for the former Tagdell 
School building, helping 
move the Carriage Grove 
redevelopment forward.
These investments are 

helping Belchertown plan 
for the future, support local 
businesses, and revitalize key 
community spaces.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
From left to right: State Representative Aaron Saunders, Lt. Governor Kim Driscoll, Dawn Cote, 
Grants Manager, and Jennifer Turner Vice Chair of the Select Board. 

Belchertown awarded 
$345K in state grants 
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH
FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS!
Spectacular
Poinsettias

““NOT JUST REDNOT JUST RED””
FantaFantasy Blue

Glittered & Glamorous
All Sizes & Colors

In Decorative Containers Too!

Favorite 
Holiday Plants

Christmas Cactus
Elegant Orchids

Winter Blooming Cyclamen

Ready For Pick Up or Delivery
Call 413-589-7071 

New England Specialties
Italian Gourmet Baskets
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets

Breakfast Bonanzas
Entertainments & MORE!

Gourmet Gift BasketsGourmet Gift Baskets

Beautiful Fresh Beautiful Fresh 
Flower ArrangementsFlower Arrangements
With Long Lasting EvergreensWith Long Lasting Evergreens

Holiday WinesHoliday Wines
~ MIX N’ MATCH ~ 
Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%

Great Selection!
Villa Jolanda Holiday Prosecco, Glühwein, 
Cranberry Wines From Hardwick & Truro

LAST DAY TO ORDER 
ChristmasChristmas

Bakery & HolidayBakery & Holiday
Catering OrdersCatering Orders

      Friday, December 19th

Featuring Cardinals 
& Candles

BOXWOOD TREES

WINES OF THE MONTH
Decoy Alexander Valley 

Cabernet Sauvignon
$22.99 ~ Save $2

Willm Crémant D’Alsace Brut
$21.99 ~ Save $2

Gluten Free Holiday Foods
Fresh & In Our Freezer Section

Great Selection of Fruit Pies, 
Cupcakes, Cheesecakes & MORE

 

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of CHRISTMAS for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 22-26 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 17 at 3 p.m.

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Christmas will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of December 22-26, 2025:

Wednesday, December 17 at 2 PM for December 25 issue
• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
Thursday, December 18 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue

• Agawam Advertiser News
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current • The Journal Register

Friday, December 19 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue
• Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Monday, December 22 at 2 PM for December 26 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Come In & Enjoy Your 
Holiday Season With Us!
Dive Into A Warm Cup of 
Our House Mulled Cider!

OPEN DAILY FROM 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

RC
(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

The 
Roadhouse

Cafe

Brooks, President of the 
Granby Police Association. 

The  Pol ice  and  F i re 
Associations came together 
with Sparky to set up a tent, 
and open up their cruisers to 
load the toys into, and donate 
them to be distributed to both 
Granby to Go and Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, who are 
working to ensure that every 
child receives a toy this 
Christmas, no matter their 
situation. 

“I am very appreciative of 
their help in finding homes 
for all these toys. The huge 
amount of support we got 
during the drive speaks to 
why we love working for 
our community- when the 
people eagerly come out to 
help hand in hand with us we 
know that there is a feeling 
of mutual appreciation and 

friendship,” said Brooks.
The community came out 

in droves to donate, and the 
trunks of the cruisers were 
filled to the brim and over-

flowing of toys for these chil-
dren in need. 

“The Police and Fire 
Associations teaming up 
with the public to help oth-
ers, particularly children, is 
both rewarding personally to 
the participants and greatly 
appreciated by the recipients 
of these generous gifts,” said 
Brooks.  “As public servants 
this is the highest endorse-
ment we can get- the love of 
the people we serve!” 

The first year was a great 
success, and helped provided 

dozens of toys from bikes to 
Legos and dolls and stuffed 
animals. The support and 
generosity of the community 
was truly felt at the Public 
Safety Complex over the 
weekend.

“To be frank, this beyond 
expectation abundance of 
toys received for our first 
annual toy drive is perhaps 
now my fondest Christmas 
memory! Thank you all for 
your help and generosity! I 
look forward to next year,” 
said Brooks. 

By Rev. Peter-
Michael Preble 

The holiday season is 
often described as a 
time of joy, celebra-

tion, and togetherness. But 
for many people, this time of 
year also brings an immense 
sense of grief, loneliness, 
and longing. When someone 
we love is missing from the 
table, the lights seem a little 
dimmer, and the familiar tra-
ditions feel different. If you 
are grieving this year, you are 
not alone. There are ways to 
move gently through the sea-
son and even find moments 
of peace amid sorrow.

Permit Yourself to Feel 
What You Feel

The pressure to be “fes-
tive” can be overwhelming, 
especially when you are 
grieving. It is okay, more 
than okay, to feel sad, tired, 
or disconnected. You have 
endured a loss. Grief doesn’t 
follow a schedule, and it can-
not be pushed aside for the 
sake of holiday cheer. Let go 
of the expectations you place 
on yourself and the expecta-

tions others may have of you. 
Allow your emotions to come 
and go as they need to.

Adjust Traditions Instead 
of Erasing Them

Traditions can bring com-
fort, but they can also stir 
deep pain. You are allowed to 
decide which ones you want 
to keep, which ones you want 
to set aside, and which ones 
you might choose to rein-
vent. You might find mean-
ing in continuing a loved 
one’s favorite ritual. Or it 
may feel right to pause it for 
a year. You may even begin 
something new that honors 
their memory. Remember: if 
you do something twice, it 
becomes a tradition.

Set Boundaries
with Events and People
Boundaries are essential 

when grieving. You do not 
have to attend every gath-
ering or celebration. Give 
yourself permission to say 
no without guilt. If you do 
choose to go, you may leave 
early or step outside for 
a moment of quiet if need-
ed. Your wellbeing matters, 

and it is okay to protect your 
energy.

Plan for the Hard Moments
Difficult moments will 

come, but planning for them 
can help. Identify the days 
or events that may feel espe-
cially heavy and create a 
gentle plan for how to nav-
igate them. Have someone 
you trust available to check 
in with you. Step outside for 
a walk. Find a quiet place 
to pray or meditate. Often, 
the anticipation of the day is 
harder than the day itself, so 
prepare, but don’t overpre-
pare.

Accept Help—Practical and 
Emotional

Many grieving people 
struggle to ask for help, 
especially if they are used to 
being the helper. But you do 
not need to carry everything 
by yourself. If you usually 
host a holiday gathering, ask 
someone else to take the lead 
this year. Let others support 
you with meals, rides, com-
pany, or simply their pres-
ence. Isolation can intensify 
grief; staying connected, even 

in small ways, can ease the 
burden.

Create Space to Remember
Remembering your loved 

one can be healing. Share 
stories, look through photos, 
prepare their favorite dish, or 
set a place at the table in their 
honor. Some find comfort in 
lighting a candle or display-
ing a picture. But if remem-
bering feels too painful right 
now, you can set it aside. 
There is no right or wrong 
way to honor memory.

Care for Your Body and 
Nervous System

Grief is exhausting, emo-
tionally and physically. Pay 
attention to your body’s 
needs: drink water, eat nour-
ishing food, rest when you 
can. Gentle movement, like 
stretching or walking, can 
help calm your nervous sys-
tem. Listen to what your body 
is telling you; it often knows 
what you need before your 
mind does.

Tips for navigating the Holidays while grieving

Please see HOLIDAYS, 
page 11

TOYS FOR KIDS
from page 1

Members of the Granby Police and Fire Departments set up and ready to collect toys.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Here comes Santa’s helper with a bag of toys.



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  D E C E M BE R  11,  2025PAGE 6

LETTER

❚ OPINION�

The Sentinel is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393,

Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley Election 
Policy 

To the Editor, 

At this joyous time of year, 
Belchertown CAN! would 
like to recognize the many 
generous and kind folks who 
support our local food pro-
grams. Hundreds of people 
contribute food each month 
to support their neighbors in 
need of assistance. We also 
sent a note of appreciation 
to Stop & Shop Supermarket 
for working with us to make 
this possible.

If people would like to 
help, they can donate to the 
local programs directly, or 
they can leave non-perish-
able food items in a special-
ly-marked, drop-off contain-
er near the check-out area at 
Stop & Shop Supermarket. 
The food is collected regu-

larly and distributed to the 
four Belchertown food pro-
grams by volunteers from 
Belchertown CAN!  In addi-
tion to food items, there is 
a great need for toiletries, 
health and beauty aids, and 
household cleaning supplies.

Belchertown has four 
e s t a b l i s h e d  f o o d  p r o -
grams for those in need: the 
Helping Hands Food Pantry 
at the United Church of 
Christ, St. Francis Roman 
Catholic Church, Christ 
C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h ’s 
Provisions Pantry at Dwight 
Chapel, and the Belchertown 
Senior Center.

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  t wo 
roadside food boxes in 
Belchertown, where food is 
available as needed, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. 

One of these is located at the 
intersection of Bay & Poole 
Roads, and the other is at 
Woodhaven & North Main 
Street. These “mini-pantries” 
operate on a “leave what you 
can; take what you need” 
basis and are provisioned by 
local volunteers. All of the 
programs outlined in this 
letter are open to anyone 
in need, regardless of their 
faith.

We thank our Belchertown 
CAN! volunteers and all of 
the volunteers in each of the 
programs who work tireless-
ly “under the radar” to alle-
viate food insecurity in our 
community. It’s heartening to 
see the good in people.

Cliff McCarthy 
Belchertown

Belchertown CAN! (Community Aid Network)

Last week I provided 
you with a few tips on 
how to make a simple 

evergreen swag and wreath. 
Hopefully you gave it a try.  

For this column I thought 
it would be fun to share 
some fun facts with 
you, many of which 
I just learned today. 
You see, I will be 
work ing  wi th  a 
group of students 
tomorrow and want-
ed to have some cool 
trivia up my sleeve.  

I’ll be bringing in all 
the Christmas greens I talked 
about a week ago and will 
pass them around to each 
student: juniper, hemlock, fir, 
white pine and more materi-
als, including rose hips, pine 
cones and holly. Read on to 
see if what I share is new to 
you, too!

For example, did you 
know that the Easter White 
Pine (Pinus strobus) is the 
tallest tree in the northeast? 
It also goes by the name “the 
Great Tree of Peace,”  due 
to the fact that five Native 
American tribes formed an 
alliance under a tall white 
pine; a neat correlation 
because the needles that are 
attached to the twigs are in 
groups of five.  

This tree also has a his-
tory of being used to make 
ship masts, and for awhile 
the trees were reserved for 
“the Crown.” The great “Pine 
Tree Riot” was an act of 
defiance that led up to the 
American Revolution!  

One other point of interest 
is that pine needles are edi-
ble and contain vitamin C.   

Other materials that often 
shows up in Christmas dec-
orations are pine cones. 
What I learned today is that 
the correct terminology is 
to generically call them 
“cones,”  since they are only 
pine cones if they come from 
a pine tree! Logical point!  

The hard cones we use for 
decorating are female and 

their main purpose is to keep 
the naked seeds inside safe. 
They will open and close to 
maintain proper humidity 
levels.

Some close so tight that 
they need the heat of a 
wild fire to have them open 
enough to drop their seeds! 
Cones can stay on a tree up 
to 10 years without falling 
off.  

The kids will find it funny 
that dinosaurs even ate pine 
cones, the Parasaurolophus, 
to be exact! These trees 
belong to a group of plants 
called Gymnosperms, that 
have indeed been around 
since prehistoric times.

Many  o f  ou r  favo r-
ite Christmas trees are Fir 
trees (Abies spp.), with the 
Balsam Fir being one of the 
most common. Firs have 
needles that are soft and flat, 
and attached to twigs one by 
one, versus the pine that we 
learned attach in clusters.  

An average,  i t  takes 
about seven years to grow a 
decent size Christmas tree. 
According to my research, 
the first Christmas tree was 
in Latvia in the year 1510.  

By  the  ear ly  1800’s 
German and Irish immi-
grants had brought the cus-
tom to America but it still 
took some time for it to catch 
hold.  

Juniper (Juniperus spp.) 
is another evergreen that 
often makes its way into 
our Christmas wreaths and 
arrangements. The species 
can produce greenery that is 
either smooth or picky.  

One of the biggest draws 
to using juniper is that is 
smells nice and often has 
attractive waxy looking ber-
ries along with the foliage. 
It was interesting to learn 
that these berries are actually 

cones.  
The seeds are pro-

tected well with-
in the tough outer 

coating and can 
pass through an 
animal’s diges-

tive tract intact. That 
way the seeds can be 
dispersed far and wide 

– wherever the animal is 
traveling, I guess!

I’ve done complete articles 
on Holly (Ilex spp.) before, 
but I did learn a few new 
interesting tidbits with this 
most recent bout of research. 
The plant has a unique 
defense mechanism.  

Lower foliage is extra 
spiny to reduce deer from 
browsing. Upper foliage is 
not nearly as spiny. There are 
chemicals in holly berries 
that make the berries unpal-
atable to birds and other 
wildlife at first, but as winter 
goes on they begin to taste a 
little better.  

Still the birds only eat a 
few at a time thereby dis-
persing seeds at various rates 
and locales. I think all of this 
is so interesting and so care-
fully orchestrated to continue 
the species!

Well, I hope my research 
has been entertaining, and 
I do hope that the students 
enjoy my show and tell 
tomorrow!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I’m trying to figure out 

if I should change my IRS 
filing status to “Married 
– Filing Jointly” prior to 
getting reviewed for my 
Medicare Part B and Part 
D. 

My current IRS sta-
tus is “Married – Filing 
Single” and I noticed this 
filing status is more strin-
gent. I will be turning 62 
this year (2025) and I’ve 
read that Medicare will 
review my income two 
years prior to turning 
65. Any input would be 
appreciated. 

Signed: Uncertain 
Senior 

Dear Uncertain: 
Your  IRS tax  fi l -

ing status has no bear-
ing on your eligibili-
ty for Medicare Part 
B (coverage for out-
patient healthcare ser-
vices) or Medicare Part 
D (insurance coverage 
for prescription drugs). 
Medicare is an individ-
ual healthcare program, 
so enrolling in Medicare 
provides coverage for 
you  on ly,  no t  your 
spouse, your spouse’s 
Medicare eligibility will 
be individually evaluated. 

What your IRS filing 
status may affect is the 
amount of your Medicare 
Part B and Part D premi-
ums. There is a Medicare 
provision called Income-
R e l a t e d  M o n t h l y 
Adjustment  Amount , 
which sets the income 
thresholds on which your 
Medicare premiums are 
based and those thresh-
olds are different if you 
file your income tax as 
a single or as “married/
filing jointly.” 

The IRMAA thresh-
olds can change annual-
ly and there’s no way to 
yet determine what they 
will be when you are able 
to enroll in Medicare at 
age 65. They are current-
ly $106,000 if you file as 
a single, and $212,000 
if you file your taxes as 
“married/jointly.” If your 
“provisional income,” 
your combined income 
from all sources,  exceeds 
the threshold for your fil-
ing status, you will pay 
higher than standard 
Medicare Part B and 
Part D premiums. If your 
income is lower than the 
threshold, you will pay 
only whatever the stan-
dard Medicare Part B 
premium is for the year 
you start Medicare and 
there will be no supple-
mental premium for your 
Part D coverage. 

For information, the 
IRMAA supplements 
are progressive that is, 
the more you exceed 
the threshold by, the 
higher  your IRMAA 
premium supplement 
will be. To see the cur-
rent IRMAA thresholds 
and supplements again, 
these will likely change 
when you are eligible 
for Medicare visit  www.
cms.gov/newsroom/fact-

sheets/2025-medicare-
parts-b-premiums-and-
deductibles.  

You are correct that 
your Medicare premium, 
when you enroll, will be 
determined by your total 
income from two years 
prior. So, if you plan to 
enroll in Medicare at age 
65, sometime in 2028, 
it is your 2026 income 
which will determine 
your Part B and Part 
D premiums, and that 
income will be defined 
by your 2026 income tax 
return. Note, too, that 
Medicare premiums are 
reevaluated each year, 
based upon your IRS 
income tax return from 
two years prior.  

FYI, there are advan-
tages to  fi l ing your 
income tax as “married/
jointly” vs. married/fil-
ing separately and those 
are best evaluated by 
your tax advisor. We are 
not tax advisors here at 
the AMAC Foundation. 
And while it’s true that 
the IRMAA thresholds 
are higher when you 
file as “married/jointly,” 
it’s also true that your 
total income as a mar-
ried couple will be used 
when determining your 
IRMAA premiums for 
Medicare. So, once again, 
it is probably best to 
consult with a qualified 
income tax advisor for 
guidance on whether it is 
best, financially, for you 
to change how you file 
your income tax in 2026, 
considering that you will 
be enrolling in Medicare 
in 2028. 

One final thing: If you 
are still working and 
have “creditable” health-
care coverage from your 
employer, “creditable” 
is a group plan with at 
least 20 participants, then 
you can delay enrolling 
in Medicare until your 
employer coverage ends 
thus temporarily avoiding 
the Medicare premiums. 
In other words, if you 
have creditable health-
care coverage from an 
employer, you don’t have 
to enroll in Medicare 
immediately at age 65. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does 
not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
s t a f f ,  t r a i n e d  a n d 
a c c re d i t e d  b y  t h e 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dat ion.org/programs/
social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

About tax filing 
status and Medicare

Christmas decoration trivia
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

LUDLOW – For nearly 
20 years, two people have 
anchored the sports depart-
ment at Turley Publications.

When you think of sports 
in the Journal Register, 
Sentinel News, Agawam 
Advertiser, or Ware River 
News, you think of David 
Henry and Tim Peterson.

Both have been members 
of the Turley Sports staff for 
almost two decades, cover-
ing every sport offered by the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association, and 
connecting with thousands of 
athletes over the course of 
their careers.

Their job has been to 
see that the deserving stu-
dent-athletes who work hard 
and achieve milestones, 
league titles, Western Mass. 
titles, and college success get 
recognized by their commu-
nities.

Last Friday night, it was 
their turn to be recognized 
for their dedicated work.

The Pioneer Valley Soccer 
Officials Association award-
ed Henry and Peterson with 

Letters of Commendation.
The PVSOA, which held 

its awards banquet at the 

Ludlow Polish-American 
Club on Dec. 5, recognized 
the pair for their dedicated 
service of reporting and pho-
tographing boys and girls 
soccer, impacting multiple 
communities throughout the 
region.

The  PVSOA Awards 
Committee believed their 
longtime service at Turley 
Publications was deserving 
of the letters.

Peterson had a more con-
ventional background in 
sports journalism. He par-
ticipated in his high school 
newspaper at Oxford High 
School and went on to work 
at the Southbridge Evening 
News. 

In 2007, he transitioned 
to being a freelance writ-
er for Turley Publications. 
At first, Peterson had an 
established rapport in the 
Palmer-Monson and Ludlow-
Belchertown areas. But in 
recent years, readers can 
find Peterson in almost any 

one of the towns in Turley’s 
11-newspaper,  17-h igh 
school coverage zone.

“I really enjoy it,” Peterson 
said. “I just love covering 
sports and I really enjoy 
watching high school soc-
cer.”

Peterson also named base-
ball as one of his favorite 
sports to cover. Peterson, 
especially over the past sev-
eral years, has had no short-
age of exciting competition 
to cover. He’s been at most 
major championship games 
in Turley’s coverage area, 
and even enjoys traveling 
around the state to schools 
he has never been to thanks 
to the state’s new tournament 
format.

Peterson was not even tak-
ing much of a break at the 
PVSOA banquet, forgoing 
receiving too much recogni-
tion, and focusing his atten-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Turley Publications Sports writer Tim Peterson and photographer David Henry were recognized 
last Friday night at the Pioneer Valley Soccer Officials Association. The are pictured with PVSOA 
member Joe Santos.

Turley’s Henry, Peterson recognized for work by PVSOA

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—In a span 
of six days, the Cape Cod 
Regional Vocational Tech 
football team traveled more 
than

650 miles  and cele-
brated two upset victo-
ries in the State Vocational 
Tournament. 

Following their 30-16 
opening round victory at 
second-seeded Franklin 
County Tech on Nov. 14, the 
seventh-seeded Crusaders 
made another long bus trip 
from Harwich to Western 
Mass., on Nov. 21. This 
time, Cape Cod Tech over-
came a ten point half-
time deficit to defeat the 
third-seeded Pathfinder Tech 
Pioneers, 18-16, in a semi-
final game played at Legion 
Field in Palmer. 

It was the first meeting on 
the gridiron between the two 
squads and the final home 
game of the season for the 
Pioneers. 

“I’m very close with most 
of the seniors, so this is a 
very tough loss for those 
guys,” said Pathfinder soph-
omore Cassian Kowalik. 
“It’s going to be very diffi-
cult not playing with them 
again next year.”

The Pioneers seniors, 
who wrapped up their high 
school football  careers 
against rival Belchertown 
on Thanksgiving morning, 
are Dustyn Cook, Ethan 
Mooney, Stephen Curtis, 
Brandyn Wilson, Aiden 

Girard, Brandon Charron, 
Jaiden Ambrose, Wyatt 
Breault, Amias Kowalik, 
Harold Black, and Jarrett 
Skowyra.  

Pioneers fall to Cape Cod 
in vocational tournament

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

LUDLOW – There are 
multiple soccer officials 
associat ions throughout 
the  Commonwea l th  o f 
Massachusetts, all which are 
responsible for the recruit-
ing, training, assigning, and 
evaluating of soccer referees 
that do high school games, as 
well as some youth leagues.

The Pioneers Valley Soccer 
Officials Association is the 
only organization is that is 
still doing awards banquets, 
recognizing athletes, its 
members for longtime ser-
vice, and contributors to the 
soccer community.

Last Friday night at the 
Ludlow Polish American 
Club, the 79th iteration of 
the awards banquet was held 
and the same positive vibe 
could be felt in the room as 
the PVSOA gave out their 
sportsmanship awards, most 
valuable players, and other 
miscellaneous awards for 
service, contributions and 
dedication to the soccer com-
munity at large.

James Duggan, who was 
the master of ceremonies at 
last Friday’s banquet, said he 
thinks its amazing that the 
PVSOA is still going strong 
with its banquet.

“You are all a part of his-
tory,” Duggan told the award 
winners. “Our program gets 
bigger every year as we 
have the entire history of our 
awards in that program.”

Chief among the rec-
ognized people at the ban-
quet are the sportsmanship 
awards. Coaches like Eric 
Degnan of Monson girls 
soccer and Tom Rivet of 
Chicopee boys soccer, both 
of whom were present at this 
year’s awards ceremony for 
other recognition, often said 
the sportsmanship awards for 
their teams were huge hon-
ors.

Degnan,  who recent -
ly retired from coaching, 

PVSOA 
hold 79th 
awards 
banquet

Reid Savoie receives a service award from David DelBuono.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
David DelBuono, the outgoing PVSOA President, was induct-
ed into the Massachusetts Interscholastic Soccer Officials 
Association. He was recognized at the PVSOA banquet for that 
accomplishment by James Duggan.

Joe Santos was the Downie Award winner this year. He stands 
with James Duggan.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Grayson Griswold attempts a pass.

Anthony Arventos rushes toward the sideline. Trevor Alexander heads into the crowd.

Please see FOOTBALL, 
page 8

Please see RECOGNITION, 
page 8

Please see BANQUET,
 page 8
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. A type of solution
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. They precede C
 17. A way to compare
 19. Government lawyer
 20. “Game of Thrones” 

actor Ciaran
 22. The eighth month 

(abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex Machina
 26. Makes happy
 28. Type of berry
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular Dodge truck 

model
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. Influential German 

psychologist
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic
 44. You can get stuck 

in one
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Fiber optics network
 48. Group of blood 

disorders (abbr.)
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom layer
 55. Sound
 56. MLB legend Hank
 58. Very attractive 

person
 59. Late beloved 

sportscaster Craig
 60. South Dakota
 61. Mocking
 64. Symbol for gold
 65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl

 70. Preliminary patient 
assessment

CLUES DOWN
  1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Necklace material
  4. Containers
  5. A way to save for your 

future
  6. Colorado Heisman 

winner Rashaan
  7. Dipped down
  8. Head injury (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. Opposite of yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Spiritual leader of Islam
 15. Businesslike
 18. Not in
 21. Number above the line 

in a fraction
 24. An animal with its own 

day
 26. Pouch

 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start over
 32. Field flowers
 35. Fourteen
 37. A visual way to interact 

with a computer
 38. Up-to-date
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk Empire” 

actress Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of 

property
 47. Supporter of the Pope
 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. One who’s faking it
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. A form of dance
 63. Automobile
 66. The man
 68. Justice Dept. head 

honcho

“You’re always disappoint-
ed to see the seniors’ sea-
son come to an end, and I’m 
proud that they got this far,” 
said Pathfinder head coach 
Bill Darling. “We’re one of 
the only teams playing at the 
end of the season here for 
some type of trophy, so I’m 
really proud of the boys.”

Pathfinder  Tech (5-6) 
didn’t have very much trou-
ble dispatching sixth-seeded 
Smith Vocational, 42-12, at 
home in the first round of the 
Vocational Tournament.  

The Pioneers have qualified 
for the Vocational Tournament 
three times since 2022, but 
they haven’t advanced to the 
championship game yet. They 
lost at Nashoba Valley Tech in 
the 2022 semifinals.    

“This is the second time 
during the past four years that 
we’ve lost in the Vocational 
semifinal game,” Darling 
said. “We’re still in the build-
ing process and our goal is 
to play in the championship 
game.” 

After recovering a fumble 
with 8:24 left in the first quar-
ter, the visitors from Cape 
Cod put together a 16-play 
scoring drive. The series was 
capped off with a three yard 
TD run by junior running 
back Thomas Allen less than 
a minute into the second quar-
ter.

Pathfinder  sophomore 
Elijah Cardenales tackled 
junior running back Chaz 
Thomas in the backfield on 
the two-point conversion play.

The Pioneers dominated the 
second quarter as they scored 
16 unanswered points.

With 7:49 remaining in the 
first half, sophomore quar-
terback Grayson Griswold 
completed a 36-yard pass to 
Skowyra at the Crusaders 33 
yard line.  

Four plays later, Griswold, 
who completed four passes 
for 101 yards, scrambled 11 
yards into the endzone cap-
ping off the seven play scor-
ing drive.

Cook made the extra point 
attempt giving the home team 
a 7-6 advantage with 5:32 left 
in the second quarter.

After the Pioneers defense 
forced the Crusaders to punt, 
Griswold connected with 
Cassian Kowalik, who made 
an outstanding one-handed 
catch before rumbling about 

20 yards into the endzone, 
for an impressive 51-yard TD 
reception. 

“The cornerback was on 
my back, so I couldn’t really 
back up. I just jumped as high 
as I could and I put my hand 
up and hoped I could catch 
it,” Kowalik said. “I then saw 
green grass and I went for it.”

Cook added the extra point, 
which gave Pathfinder Tech 
a 14-6 lead with two minutes 
left in the half.

Then  jun io r  Anthony 
Arventos sacked the Cape 
Cod quarterback in the end 
zone for a safety.

The  Pioneers  offense 
couldn’t score another touch-
down before the first half 
ended.

T h e  C r u s a d e r s  ( 7 - 4 ) 
received the second half kick-
off and marched down the 
field.

Thomas scored on a one 
yard plunge into the end zone 
with 4:25 left in the third 
quarter.

Pathfinder Tech held a slim 
four point lead (16-12) as the 
two-point play failed.

With 11:09 remaining 
in the fourth quarter, the 
Crusaders retook the lead 
following a 19-yard TD run 
from junior Anthony Bartlett.

Arventos returned the ensu-
ing kickoff about 80 yards 
down the left sideline for a 
touchdown. The long return 
was nullified due to a holding 
penalty on Pathfinder Tech.

The Pioneers offense turned 
the ball over on downs on 
their final two series of the 
game.

Griswold left the game late 
in the fourth quarter with an 
injury. 

FOOTBALL from page 7

Amias Kowalik makes a block on the offensive line.

said making sure his teams 
showed exemplary sports-
manship was even more 
important than winning 
league titles, and multiple 
sectional and state champi-
onships. Degnan has received 
nine sportsmanship awards 
from the PVSOA, all with 
Monson.

Rivet has three from the 
group.  Two came with 
Chicopee boys soccer and 

one with East Longmeadow.
Outgoing President David 

DelBuono, who received 
an award, emphasized the 
importance of holding the 
annual event.

He said he appreciated the 
hard work of all the officials 
who continue to work hard 
for the student-athletes on 
the playing field.

The event was attended 
by family and friends of the 
awardees along with several 
recognizable faces who have 

served as officials for many 
years.

Duggan said he is looking 
forward to having everyone 
back next years for the 80th 
years of the awards. The ban-
quet was established in 1946.

The PVSOA recognizes 
individuals with the Jimmie 
Downie and Larry E. Briggs 
Awards as well as plaques 
given to referees who had 
achieved milestone years of 
service..

BANQUET from page 7

tion on the award winners at 
the event (see related stories).

Henry did not have a typi-
cal path to becoming Turley’s 
longstanding sports photog-
rapher since 2006.

He had a  more  than 
30-years career in the mili-
tary in the United States Air 
Force. He spent many of his 
years working as a mechan-
ic at Westover Air Reserve 
Base right in his hometown 
of Chicopee.

But he also spent some of 
his time overseas during his 
early days in the military.

“I bought my first SLR 
while I was in Thailand,” 
Henry said. He was looking 
to capture moments from his 
tours in foreign places and 
began taking pictures.

He eventually built his 
own dark room at his home. 

But he did not do too much 
more with photography until 
digital became more preva-
lent and he was encouraged 
to apply to the Chicopee 
Register following his retire-
ment from the military in 
2006.

He was put in contact 
with then-sports Editor Lou 
Zoldy, and has been a fix-
ture with Turley Sports ever 
since. Additionally, over the 
years, his non-sports photo 
spreads have also been a 
huge support for Turley’s 
mission of capturing the big 
events in the communities. 
Among other things, he has 
covered the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Holyoke for many 
years, and has done many 
photo spreads in Agawam, 
Holyoke, and Chicopee in 
recent years.

In accepting their letters of 
commendation, both thanked 
the PVSOA for recognizing 

their work. Henry recognized 
the student-athletes and their 
accomplishments as what has 
found him the most enjoy-
ment in the work he has done 
for the past 20 years.

Turley Sports is dedicat-
ed to the coverage of high 
school sports with a boots-
on- the -g round  type  o f 
approach, attending as many 
events as possible with photo 
or story coverage. Both 
Henry and Peterson’s loyal-
ty to Turley and to the stu-
dent-athletes in the region 
personify the approach and 
the pursuit of that mission.

Peterson was just the third 
writer to be recognized by 
the PVSOA while Henry 
became the first photog-
rapher to receive a letter 
of commendation from the 
organization. The PVSOA 
has been awarding letters of 
commendation since 1979.

RECOGNITION
 from page 7

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Dustyn Cook kicks off for the Pioneers.

R E A D I N G , 
PA  —  The  Worces ter 
R a i l e r s 
HC  (9-9-1-1, 
20 pts)  fell 
t o  t h e 
R e a d i n g 
R o y a l s 
( 1 0 - 9 - 2 - 0 , 
22  p t s )  on 
S a t u r d a y , 
D e c e m b e r 
6th, with a final 
score of 4-5 in front 
of a crowd of 3,494 at the 
Santander  Arena .  The 
Railers are back in action 
on Wednesday night agains 
the Adirondack Thunder 
at will take on the Royals 
again on home ice on 
January 14th at 7:05 p.m. 
EST.

Reading struck first with 
an early goal, scored by 
Massimo Rizzo (1-2-3), 
assisted by Nolan Burke 
(1-1-2) and Carter Berger 
(0-2-2) at 4:09 in the first. 
The Royals extended their 
scoring streak to two goals, 
the second added by Jeremy 
Michel (1-0-1), assisted 
by Rizzo and Ben Meehan 
(0-1-1) at 15:45 in the first 
(0-2). Worcester answered 
with a power play tally of 
their own at 17:46, scored 
by Gleb Veremyev (1-0-1), 
assisted by Anthony Callin 
(0-1-1) and Drew Callin 
(0-1-1) (1-2).  Reading 
bookended the first period 
with their third goal of the 
night from Burke, assist-
ed by Rizzo and Berger at 
19:24. Reading grabbed 
the only goal in the second 
period, a tipped shot from 
Robbie Stucker (0-1-1), 
redirected by Nick Capone 
(1-0-1), also assisted by 
Artem Kulakov (0-1-1) at 
7:46. A final Reading goal 

was scored by Kyle Haskins 
(1-0-1) at 2:54 in the third. 

W o r c e s t e r 
answered the 
Royals’ fifth 
g o a l  w i t h 

t h r e e  g o a l s 
in the second 
half of the peri-
od. The first by 
Mat t  DeMel i s 

(1-1-2) (2-5), the 
second by Anthony 

Repaci (1-1-2) (3-5), and 
the third by Lincoln Hatten 
(1-1-2) (4-5). The clock ran 
out just as Worcester pushed 
for their goal to tie the 
game and force overtime, 
but the game ended in a 5-4 
Royals’ victory. 

Reading opened the game 
with an early lead at 4:09. 
Royal’s forward Massimo 
Rizzo (4th) tucked the puck 
in between the pipe and left 
skate of Parker Gahagen 
(0-1). Reading stretched 
their lead to two goals 
with a score from Jeremy 
Michel (1st) at 15:45 (0-2). 
A chance for the Railers to 
narrow the gap came late 
in the period as they went 
on their third power play 
of the night, which opened 
the ice for Anthony Callin 
to feed a pass from behind 
the net to Gleb Veremyev 
(2nd) for Worcester’s first 
goal at 17:46 (1-2). T.J. 
Walsh headed to the box 
shortly after the tally for 
holding, which put Reading 
on their first power play 
of the night. Nolan Burke 
(3rd) nabbed a goal for the 
Royals 28 seconds into 
Walsh’s penalty to re-es-
tablish their two-goal lead. 
Shots on goal were 12-16 in 
favor of Reading. 

The Royals’ fourth goal 
of the night came just over 

a third of the way through 
the second period from for-
ward Nick Capone (2nd). 
Worcester played the period 
on the defensive and found 
themselves down a man 
on two separate occasions. 
Neither penalty resulted in 
a Royals goal, but Capone’s 
scored soon after the clock 
ran out on Riley Ginnell’s 
time served for high-stick-
ing. Worcester was kept off 
of the board in the second 
which left the score at 4-1 
Reading to close the sec-
ond. Worcester trailed in 
shots on goal with nine to 
Reading’s 12. Reading was 
assessed one penalty served 
by Ben Meehan. 

As play resumed in the 
third, Worcester worked to 
cut into the Royals three-
goal lead, turned four as 
Kyle Haskins (5th) added 
another to Reading’s tally 
for the evening at 2:54. 
Worcester opened the flood-
gates on Reading’s net and 
scored three times in the 
second half of the period. 
Matt DeMelis scored an 
even strength goal at the 
12:41 mark to make it a 
three-goal game. Worcester 
then called its timeout and 
pulled goaltender Thomas 
Gale to give the team an 
extra attacker. Repaci (6th) 
(3-5), and Hatten (8th) (4-5) 
each added their own goals 
with the extra-attacker on 
to get back to within one. 
Despite their offensive push 
across the final 2:30 of the 
third, Worcester fell short 
by one as the final horn 
sounded. The final score 
was 5-4 Reading. Final 
shots were 41-35 Worcester, 
and final penalties were six 
for the Royals and three for 
the Railers. 

Railers comeback falls short

ry-hour or call the library at 
413-323-0417. 

Babytime Story Time 
(for ages 3-12 months) 
9 to 9:45 a.m., Mondays, 

December 8, 15, January 5, 
12, 26, and February 2, 9 

First Steps Story Time
 (for ages 13-24 months) 
1 0  t o  1 0 : 4 5  a . m . , 

Mondays, December 8, 
15, January 5, 12, 26, and 
February 2, 9 

Toddler Time 
(for ages 2-3 years) 

9:30 to  10:30 a .m. , 
Tuesdays, December 9, 
16, January 6, 13, 27, and 
February 3, 10 

Preschool Story Time 
(for ages 3-6 years) 

9:30 to  10:30 a .m. , 
Thursdays, December 11, 
18, January 8, 15, 29, and 
February 5, 12 

The Clapp Memorial 
Library is open: 

•	 Monday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

•	 Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
•	 Wednesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 

p.m.* 
•	 Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 7 

p.m.* 
•	 Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
•	 Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 2 

p.m. 
*The Library will close 

at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, 
December 24, and remain 
c l o s e d  o n  T h u r s d a y, 
December 25,  for  the 
Christmas holiday. Regular 
hours  resume Fr iday, 
December 26.

LIBRARY from page 3
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HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .................

$399
lb

USDA INSP.  FROZEN FULLY COOKED

SWEET & SMOKY BBQ
BABY BACK RIBS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHEFS TOGATHER

PIGS IN A BLANKET 24 PC BOX ... ea
$399

$1199
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
HEALTHY CHOICE
STUFFED CABBAGE ROLLS....

SALE DATES: 12/11/25-12/17/25

$169
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS KAYEM
WHOLE PIT HAM .................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
ROAST or CHOPS ....................
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ................................

$266
lb

lb

lb
$277

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............

$189
lb

$366

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
HOLIDAY ROAST 
PORK LOIN STUFFED W/ HAM, 
CHEESE, PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES 
USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTIONS
BUTT or SHANK ...................

$449
lb

$155
lb

$266
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$789

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1399

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

LEG LAMB

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CORNISH HENS TWIN PAK ...............$279

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN PARMESAN
MINI SPRING ROLLS 8 PAK........ ea

$399

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
BUDABALL OLD TYME 
SMOKED WHOLE HAM ...... $669

lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 

FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROASTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1499
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 CT
RAW SHRIMP 26/30 CT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN IMPORTED

LAMB RACKS
$1499

lb

Gift Cards
Available!

$667
lb

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 25 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

world I create,” said Leaf. 
“I find inspiration from 
the strangest experienc-
es. Recently, my husband 
and I attended an incredible 
Vivaldi and Mozart concert 
in town, and from that expe-
rience, I’m already script-
ing a period time-travel 
romance.”

Leaf finds inspiration all 
around town for her books 
and storytelling, and espe-
cially in the people she meets 
every day.

“The parents I’ve met over 
the years all have one goal in 
common: the love and suc-
cess of their children. That 
sense of support and com-
munity truly stands out,” said 
Leaf.

Leaf spent her early years 
in school growing up with 
dyslexia, something that 
was not widely recognized 
at the time, but she pressed 
forward, learning past it and 
finding strategies for herself 
that brought her to the top of 
her graduating class. 

“Stay focused and keep 
at it (writing). The only real 
failure is not pursuing your 
dreams. Even on the busiest 
days, spend fifteen minutes 
jotting down ideas-you’ll 
be amazed at how quickly a 
story begins to take shape,” 

said Leaf. “And most impor-
tantly, don’t let anyone tell 
you that you can’t do it. 
People will doubt you, mis-
understand your goals, or 
brush off your creativity, but 
your voice and your imagina-
tion are worth fighting for. If 
writing brings you joy, trust 
that instinct and keep moving 
forward, one page at a time.”

Leaf served as a director in 
the healthcare industry, and 
found great success within 
her role, learning important 
skills like resilience, lead-
ership, and the idea that 
people’s stories matter, and 
deserve to be told. 

“Those experiences shaped 
me, but they’re separate from 
my writing journey and from 
the reason I founded The 
Nathan Leaf Foundation. The 
foundation is a very person-
al part of my life, created to 
honor my son’s memory by 
helping families who are fac-
ing their own medical chal-
lenges. It’s work that means 
the world to me,” said Leaf. 

T h e  N a t h a n  L e a f 
Foundation is a 501-c3 
non-profit that honors the 
life of Nathan Leaf, Diane’s 
son, in order to help others 
navigate the hardships and 
challenges that come with 
those experiencing a med-
ical crisis. The Foundation 
works to provide people with 

easy access to healthcare 
information for both patients 
and caregivers, and provides 
sources on how to manage 
your own healthcare and how 

to receive that care.
“ T h e  N a t h a n  L e a f 

Foundat ion  for  Pat ient 
Advocacy empowers patients 
and caregivers with clear, 

reliable information to navi-
gate their unique healthcare 
journey. Our mission is to cut 
through the noise, providing 
focused guidance and trusted 
resources that help individ-
uals access the best care for 
their specific needs—with-
out the burden of informa-
tion overload,” states the 
Foundation’s website. 

“My mother always told 
me I had a vivid imagi-
nation-and she was right. 
Those wild ideas and day-
dreams have become the 
heart of my stories. For any-
one who struggles with read-
ing, please use my journey as 
encouragement,” said Leaf. 
“You  can  do this. Start with 
your imagination, trust it, and 
jot it down. Sometimes the 
very thing that once made 
you feel different becomes 
your greatest strength.”

Her books, available on 
Amazon under the pen 

name D.L.L. Leaf, include: 
Timewalker:  Bloodlines 
Awakened (Book 1 - Legends 
of the Timewalker Series), 
When Lions Whispered 
My Name: Zoppie Loppie 
Adventures ,  The Li t t le 
Racer’s Prayer, Julia’s Rainy 
Day Walk,  Jul ia  Loves 
Mornings in the Garden, The 
Seven Year Track, and The 
Fairies and Forest of Giants. 
She also has two books 
coming soon: A Christmas 
Angel’s Gift, available on 
Amazon December 12, and 
Timewalker: Fallen Through 
Time  (Book 2 - Legends of 
the Timewalker Series) avail-
able January 2026.

You can learn more about 
the Nathan Leaf Foundation 
by visiting their website, 
https://www.nathanleaffoun-
dation.org, and learning how 
to donate, contact them, and 
more.

AUTHOR from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Author Diane Leaf with some of her books inspired by Belcher-
town. 

Martin went on to describe 
how beneficial the event 
was for both the people who 
donated the winter gear 
and toys as well as the peo-
ple who get to look through 
everything and pick out what 
they need. 

“We want to try and bring 
the community together,” said 
Whitehead. 

The grand re-opening 
offered a simple free meal to 
families. Families were wel-
come to donate things, but 
not required to. 

There were even a few 
women from the collaborative 
in Northampton who helped 
out and donated some money 
towards the pizza. 

Morgan McKee is a mem-
ber of the family center com-
mittee. 

“With the economy the 
way it is and with inflation 
the way it is it’s becoming 
more and more difficult for a 
lot of people to just get stuff 
that they need. So tonight, we 
are hoping to get things that 
the families in town need,” 
said McKee. 

Before their other location 
was demolished the commu-
nity closet was a very suc-
cessful initiative. It started 
at 51 State St. in January of 
2023.

“It started with a toy swap 
just after the holidays and 
it was so successful that 
we dedicated a whole room 
of the building to it,” said 
Martin. 

This event gave families 
and communities an opportu-
nity to connect and have a fun 
night out. 

“[I am looking forward to] 
really just getting our families 
together and getting gear out 
to kids that need to stay warm 
this winter,” said Martin. 

We cannot  forget  the 

importance of community. 
“Our community is in real 

need of support for families 
with young children,” said 
Whitehead. “It’s important to 
us to provide services espe-
cially for families who don’t 
even have transportation.”

With lack of resourc-
es, such as transportation 
and clothes, the family cen-
ter committee is committed 
to trying to provide these 
resources to families in need. 

Even though some families 
weren’t able to make it to the 
grand re-opening Whitehead 
is going to, once the event is 
over, bring some of the food, 
clothes, and toys to these 
families. 

Events like this give fam-
ilies and children chances to 
meet each other in a circum-
stance where they otherwise 
wouldn’t have the opportu-
nity. 

“We don’t know a lot of 
people in town. When we’ve 
had to go to things we go 
over to Northampton,” said 
McKee. 

“I hope that bringing us 
together reminds us how 
important it is that we come 
together so that we continue 
to build momentum and have 
more events like this,” said 

Martin. 
Martin also brought up that 

on Dec. 15 they are going to 
attend the select board meet-
ing to ask for a designated 
space for the community clos-
et. Community members are 
welcome to show up to sup-
port the family center com-
mittee. 

COMMUNITY CLOSET 
from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY MURPHY FITTS
Jackets, shoes, and more for community members to take as 
needed. 

RIGHT: Children of the 
Belchertown community hav-
ing a wonderful time making 

all kinds of crafts. 

Isobelle crafts away at the craft table. 

Gloves and mittens of all sizes to go with the warm winter 
jackets. 

Jennifer Whitehead 
reading What! to 
members of the 
Belchertown 
community.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
 413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for

 outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state license. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. T

ext/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 

Work done at your home.
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

TUNE-UPS

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Classified Advertising
DEADLINE

MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 

Little Trees 
Air Fresheners 
and Vent Wraps

2FOR
$6

YOUR CHOICE

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS25P0741EA
Estate of: 

Robert Leo Perron
Also known as: 

Robert L. Perron 
Date of Death: 08/07/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Donna A. Sroka of 
Holyoke, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Donna A. Sroka of Holyoke, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 12/24/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-min-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 

assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 20, 2025 

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

12/11/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLE

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of 
December 19, 2025 the follow-
ing motor vehicle will be for sale 
to satisfy a garage keepers lien:

Vehicle: 2009 Honda Odyssey
VIN: 5FNRL387X9B050498
Color: Blue
LKO: Aramis Ares
Address: 313 Maple Street
Springfield, MA 01105

Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
12/04, 12/11, 12/18/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

❚ OBITUARY�

Charity D. Farrar, 77 of 
Wiscasset, passed away on 
the evening of 
W e d n e s d a y , 
D e c e m b e r  3 , 
2 0 2 5 ,  w h i c h 
would have been 
her 59th  wed-
ding anniversary, 
after a brief bat-
tle with cancer. 
She was born in 
Hanover, NH on 
April 3, 1948, 
to the late Clarence L. and 
M. Arlene (Elliott) Strong 
of Littleton, NH where she 
grew up. 

Charity was known for her 
warmth and loving nature, 
and was a mother figure 
to many of her daughters’ 
friends. She was known 
for referring to people as 
‘Hon’ and loved garden-
ing, movies, books, and 
her menagerie of pets. She 

briefly attended UMASS 
Amherst before meeting the 

love of her life 
on Columbus 
Day weekend 
1968 and mar-
rying him seven 
weeks later on 
December 3rd. 

Charity bat-
tled many health 
issues through-
out  her  l i fe , 
including rheu-

matoid arthritis. She endured 
daily pain for many decades, 
but always remained opti-
mistic and put her family’s 
needs before her own. Prior 
to her disability retirement, 
she worked in retail. 

Charity was predeceased 
by her husband, Donald H., 
and is survived by her lov-
ing daughters, Felicia and 
Abigail; her son-in-law, 
Robert Gorcynski; her sister, 

Susan Savage; her brother, 
Samuel (Judi) Strong; and 
her extended family.

Funeral  arrangements 
will be private per Charity’s 
w i s h e s .  D o n a t i o n s  i n 
Charity’s memory may be 
made to the Rheumatology 
Research Foundation, 2200 
Lake Blvd NE, Atlanta, GA 
30319 (rheumatologyre-
search.org); or Midcoast 
Humane ,  5  Indus t r i a l 
Parkway, Brunswick, Maine 
04011 (midcoasthumane.
org). 

Arrangements are under 
the direction and care of the 
Strong-Hancock Funeral 
Home, 612 Main Street, 
Damariscotta, ME 04543.   
Condolences, and messag-
es for her family, may be 
expressed by visiting: www.
StrongHancock.com.

Charity D. Farrar

Seek Moments of 
Comfort, Not Joy

This season is  often 
labeled as “joyful,” but 
joy can feel out of reach 
when your heart is heavy. 
Instead of forcing joy, look 
for pockets of comfort: 
a warm cup of tea, soft 
music, a quiet corner, a pet 
curled beside you. These 
small moments of peace are 
enough. Joy will return in its 
own time.

Name Your Needs to 
Someone You Trust

People often want to help 
but don’t know how. Tell 
someone you trust what you 
need, whether it’s a phone 
call, company at an event, 
help with meals, or space 

to talk. Be honest about 
your struggles. Sharing 
your needs allows others to 

show up for you in meaning-
ful ways.

Consider Simple Ritual or 
Spiritual Practices

Ritual can be grounding in 
seasons of grief. Lighting a 
candle, journaling, praying, 
reading Scripture, or attend-
ing a simple service can 
offer a sense of presence and 
connection. Rituals do not 
need to be elaborate; some-
times the smallest act can be 
the most comforting.

Seek Support When You 
Feel Overwhelmed

You do not have to walk 
this path alone. Counselors, 
chaplains, and grief groups 
can offer guidance, tools, 

and companionship. Don’t 
wait until you feel over-
whelmed, reach out early. 
Sharing your experience 
with others who understand 
can be deeply healing.

Grief does not disappear 
for the holidays, and it does 
not need to. But with tender-
ness, boundaries, and sup-
port, you can move through 
this season with compassion 
for yourself. May you find 
moments of comfort, rest, 
and light as you navigate the 
days ahead.

R e v.  Pe t e r - M i c h a e l 
Preble is the Chaplain for 
the Hull Fire Department 
and a Hospice Chaplain 
with Croí Health (Formally 
Norwell VNA) in Norwell, 
Massachusetts.  Follow him 
at www.peterpreble.net

HOLIDAYS from page 5

DEATH NOTICE 

Charity D. Farrar 
Died December 3 
Services private 
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


