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B E L C H E R T O W N  -  T h e 
Belchertown Education Foundation 
has recently honored Andrea Bordenca 
and Laura Mankowsky as 2023 
Community Champions for their 
efforts to enable the Foundation to 
enrich the education of students in 
Belchertown Schools.

According to a press release, 
B o r d e n c a  wa s  h o n o r e d  a s  a 
Community Business Champion for 
her long-term support as a donor to the 
Foundation since its inception.

“Her community-minded corporate 
citizenship as a sustaining donor has 
helped the Student Success Grant’s 
program to continue to prove grants 
year after year,” the Belchertown 
Education Foundation (BEF) released. 
“In addition to being a donor, 
Bordenca has been an ardent supporter 
of the Foundation’s mission.”

BY TINA LESNIAK
Correspondent

REGION - After a recent merg-
ing with the Amherst Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post, South 
Hadley VFW Post 3104 found itself 
with some extra money, and with 
knowledge of the financial strains 
on local families with inflation 
and rising costs of living, the Post 
decided to start the holiday season 
off with donations to three local 
food pantries.

“The South Hadley VFW recent-
ly merged with Amherst after 
the sale of its building, and that 
brought a fair amount of money 
into the new Sanders/White South 
Hadley VFW Post 3104,” said 
Michael Slater, a Post member and 
veterans’ agent for South Hadley. 
“This allowed us to have the fund-
ing to make this $15,000 donation”

Just before Thanksgiving, Post 
Commander Dave Mendoza pre-
sented a $5,000 check to both 
the Amherst Survival Center and 
Ludlow Veterans Center food pan-

try. The Amherst Survival Center 
offers community meals, a food 
pantry and fresh food distribution, 
among several other services, to 
residents in need. The Ludlow 
Veterans Center maintains a food 
pantry for its veterans that is open 
twice a week to help supplement 
their food needs. Mendoza pre-
sented another $5,000 check to 
South Hadley’s Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors food pantry on the Mass 
Appeal television show.

“Food insecurity affects a large 
number of local families, especially 
during the holidays,” Slater said. 
“For us, it was an opportunity to 
support our local community.”

The food pantry donations are 
just one of the many ways that the 
VFW Post helps not only local 
veterans and their families but the 
larger community as well.

“Each of these pantries pro-
vides an amazing level of sup-
port to veterans here in western 
Massachusetts, but our goal is not 
only to take care of veterans but 
to support our community in its 

entirety,” Slater said.
To that end, Slater and the post 

are looking to explore bringing 
back the Bag the Community food 
drive next year. The drive began 
more than a decade ago and ran 
successfully until the COVID-
19 pandemic. Each year, on the 
Saturday of Martin Luther King Jr. 
weekend, community and student 
volunteers would blanket the town, 
dropping off empty paper bags to 
be filled by residents with non-per-
ishable food donations or monetary 
gifts. Those same volunteers would 
return to pick up the donations on 
Monday, sort them through, and get 
them to the local food pantry. Slater 
said the goal is to bring back the 
food drive before the 2024 holiday 
season.

“The VFW will also be looking 
to partner with different agencies 
and organizations over the next few 
years to increase our involvement 
in the community, especially now 
that we cover South Hadley and 
Amherst,” Slater said.

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

GRANBY – In order to get its 
municipal offices under one roof, 
the town of Granby is requesting 
voters to approve a $5.3 million 
restoration project of the former 
West Street School building at a 
Special Town Meeting next week. 

The Special Town Meeting will 
be held on Monday, Dec. 11, at 7 
p.m. in the East Meadow School 
gym. The vote on funding the West 
Street building project is the only 
item on the warrant. 

One of the reasons for the proj-
ect is due to the fact that the town 
is renting the Town Hall Annex 
building for $25,000 annually and 

has 18 months to determine what 
to do with the offices within the 
building since the property owner 
is seeking to sell it. 

Granby Town Administrator 
Chris Martin explained the funding 
sources for the project in a STM 
information session held last week. 

The town proposes to use $1.8 
million in ARPA funds, $1.4 

million in unspent prior general 
fund articles, and $2.3 million in 
unspent capital project articles. 

The cost of the project includes 
installation and/or repairs of a 
sprinkler/fire protection system, 
windows and doors, the HVAC 
system, a water system, and PCB 

STM asks voters to decide on 
$5.3 million restoration project

Two-car motor 
vehicle crash 
on Route 9 in 
Belchertown

BELCHERTOWN – At approx-
imately 7:30 a.m. last Friday, two 
vehicles were involved in a colli-
sion at the intersection of Route 9 
and Allen Road.

The operator of one of the 
involved vehicles, a 54-year-old 
male from Belchertown, was eject-
ed from his vehicle and suffered 
serious injuries. He was transport-
ed to Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield where he remained in 
critical condition as of press time. 
The driver of the other vehicle, a 
29-year-old male from Chicopee, 
remained on scene and was cooper-
ative with the police investigation.

Anyone who may have observed 
the collision is urged to call the 
Belchertown Police at 413-323-
6685.

BEF honors two community champions for 2023

“It’s a benefit to us 
to move forward 
with the project. 
It’s taxpayer money 
that the federal 
government gave us, 
and I’d hate for them 
to take it back.” 

GLENN SEXTON
Selectboard member

COURTESY PHOTO, SOUTH HADLEY VFW POST 3104
In addition to the donations, South Hadley VFW Post 3104 also recently helped out 
by distributing Christmas trees to Airmen and families of the 104th Fighter Wing, 
courtesy of Operation Service.

VFW makes donations to food pantries

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Belchertown Education Foundation 2023 Community 
Business Champion Awardee Andrea Bordenca, left, with 
Board Member Jennifer Faulkner.

Belchertown Education Foundation 2023 Community 
Champion Awardee Laura Mankowsky, left, with Board 
Member Jennifer Faulkner.Please see BEF, page  4

Please see STM, page  9
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countrybank.com

A DIFFERENCE
Made to make

Country Bank was founded in 1850 for a single reason: to make a 
difference. In the lives of our customers. To the businesses we partner 

with. To the communities we serve. Whether you’re opening a checking 
account, buying a home, or growing a business, find out how we can 

make a difference for you. It’s what we were made to do.

Adorable Mini Goldendoodles

Family Raised

Affectionate and 
Playful

Hypoallergenic

Vet Checked

Limited Supply

Call or Text 
413-345-8173

Reserve yours 
now for the 

Holidays!

❚ COMMUNITY 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Public Health 
Nurse

 receives 
award

During its November meeting, the 
Quabbin Health District awarded a 
Public Health Nursing Award to Public 
Health Nurse Kirsten Krieger. Director 
Andrea Crete described her outstand-
ing performance, especially during 
the pandemic, to maintain communi-
ty health in the three member towns, 
Belchertown, Ware, and Pelham. All 
three Boards of Health attended the 
televised event, according to reports.

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s 
Council on Aging has announced upcom-
ing events:

Winter Wonderland Holiday Luncheon
Friday, Dec. 15, at 10:30 a.m.

Doors will open at 10:15 a.m. for a 
performance by Larry Lewis.

“Larry brings melody, energy, and fun, 
featuring music spanning decades, with 
some holiday tunes as well,” the COA 
released. “Thank you to our BSCCA for 
sponsoring.”

Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m.
“We’ll be serving holiday baked ham 

with homemade pie for dessert.”
Call Stephanie 413-323-0420  ext. 501 

starting at 9 a.m. on Dec. 1 to reserve a 
seat (for you and one guest) for this $5 
meal.

Holiday Concert at 
Belchertown High School
Thursday, Dec. 21, at 9 a.m.

Winter Pops Concert; light refresh-
ments wil l  be sponsored by the 
Belchertown Band Boosters, and served 
by the Tri-M Music Honors Society. To 
sign-up, please call Stephanie 413-323-
0420 ext. 501, or use the sign-up sheet at 
the Senior Center.

National Cocoa Day
Monday, Dec. 13

“What better way to celebrate than 
with a delicious cup of hot cocoa in our 
pajamas,” the COA released. “Wear your 
pajamas (or comfortable attire) to the 
Senior Center and enjoy a cup of hot 
cocoa as we watch some classic holi-
day TV specials in the community room 
throughout the day. From Charlie Brown 
to Frosty and Rudolph, we will have all 
your favorites.”

Take Care of Yourself
Footcare: Piper Sagan, RN and 

Certified Foot Care Specialist, provides 
services on the second Monday of every 
month. Sagan will assess overall foot 
health, clip/file nails, file callouses, and 
recommend shoe wear and cushioning as 

needed. She will finish with a massage 
using healing essential oils to promote 
foot health. $50 per visit.

Skincare:  Diane Neill, licensed esthe-
tician, offers facials and waxing services 
on the third Wednesday of every month. 
Clients can choose between a Signature 
Facial, a Microdermabrasion Facial, LED 
Light Therapy, or waxing services. Prices 
vary.

Massage: Jodi Kaufman, licensed mas-
sage therapist and certified in geriatric 
massage, offers one-hour massages on 
the first Tuesday of every month for $70 
per visit.

Call Stephanie 413-323-0420  ext.  501 
or Kim ext. 508 for appointments.

“Please give 24  hours’ notice  of can-
cellations whenever possible.”

Dental:  Manda Day, RDH of Mobile 
Dental Hygiene Services of Western 
Mass, LLC, will be taking appointments 
on the third Friday of every month. She 
will offer dental cleaning, exams, fluoride 
treatments, oral cancer screening, assess-
ment of dentures, and denture cleaning. 
She accepts private pay patients as well 
as Mass Health.

Call Manda Day directly for dental 
appointments and pricing at 508-341-
1599.

Groups and More
Quabbinaires: Bundle up, and get 

ready for some fun and beautiful winter 
walks; the group walks on most Tuesday 
mornings at 9 a.m., weather-dependent. 
The Senior Center will send information 
at the beginning of the month to all those 
who have registered with details and 
locations for walks planned. Walks last 
about an hour and a half, and range from 
flat pavement, to moderate trail hikes. 

Senior Center Book Club: Meets on 
Monday, Dec. 18, at 10 a.m. and the third 
Monday of every month. This month 
the group will be discussing “The Seven 
Husbands of Evelyn Hugo” by Taylor 
Jenkins Reid.

Belchertown Council On Aging 
announces December events, news

Please see COA, page 10
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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ATTENTION:
Please respect this closure as it is meant to avoid 
interfering with the State Hunting season and 
is a mandatory requirement of some of our 
large landowners.
Thanks,
The Mill Valley Snowmobile
Club of Belchertown

ALL Snowmobile Trails are

CLOSED
UNTIL AFTER DECEMBER 15th

Wishing All of Our Landowners 
Merry Christmas  & Happy Holidays

Mill Valley Snowmobile Clubfrom 
the

Please Note:

Leaf Blowers Starting 
at $199.99

Lawnmowers
Starting at $369.00

from Boyden from Boyden 
& Perron!& Perron!

BOYDEN & PERRON, INC.
Outdoor Power Equipment
41 SOUTH WHITNEY STREET   •   AMHERST
253-7358  •  Monday-Friday 8-5:30, Saturday 8-12

   www.boydenandperron.com 

GREAT GIFT IDEASGREAT GIFT IDEAS

Curved Shaft 
Trimmers

Starting at $179.99
OTHER GIFTS
FROM
BOYDEN &
PERRON
• Helmet • Chaps
• Deluxe Equipment Covers 

 • Toro Electric Trimmers 

• Toro Ultra Electric 
   Blower/Vac 
• Gift Certificates in all
      Denominations!

Generator Inverter
Starting at $999.99

Chain Saws 
Starting at 
S219.99

Snowblowers 
Starting at 
$549.00

2024
QUABBIN HISTORY

CALENDAR
by J.R. Greene

Great Gifts!
ON SALE AT:

Amherst
Atkins • Hastings

Belchertown
Quabbin Visitors Center 

Palmer
Palmer Hobbies
South Hadley

Odyssey Bookshop
Thorndike

Junction Variety
Ware

Young Men’s Library
or email: jrg01331@webtv.net

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Laura Mankowsky was honored as 
a Community Champion for dedicat-
ing her time and talents in support of the 
Foundation’s fundraising and community 
events.

“Laura has dedicated countless hours 
from parking lot coverage fundraisers each 
year during the Belchertown Fair to sell-
ing raffle tickets at an annual McCarthys 
Pub fundraiser and marching with the 
Foundation in the Fair parade,” the BEF 
shared.

“As a community organization, the 
Belchertown Education Foundation relies 
on a network of individuals including 
champions such as Andrea and Laura, who 
have gone above and beyond to help us sus-

tain our mission,” said Jennifer Faulkner, 
one of the founding board members of 
the Belchertown Education Foundation. 
“We are extremely grateful to Laura and 
Andrea for always being there to support 
the Foundation. They are both dedicated to 
education in other aspects of their lives and 
the impact each of them has had on the stu-
dents of Belchertown and our community 
through the Foundation, is immense.”

In total, the Foundation has awarded 34 
grants totaling nearly $86,000 over the last 
six years.

The BEF is an independent, volun-
teer, non-profit organization commit-
ted to enriching the educational oppor-
tunities of students in Belchertown 
public schools. Learn more at www.
BelchertownEducationFoundation.org.

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

December Events
BELCHERTOWN –  The  C lapp 

Memorial Library will be closing at 1 p.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 22, and will be closed on 
Saturday, Dec. 23, and Monday, Dec. 25, 
for the Christmas holiday.

The library will be closing at 1 p.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 29 and will be closed on 
Saturday, Dec. 30, and Monday, Jan. 1, for 
the New Year’s holiday.

Additionally, the Clapp Memorial 
Library has announced a list of upcoming 
events for December:

Hospice 101
Thursday, Dec. 14, from 1-2 p.m.

“Everything you wanted to know but 
were afraid to ask,” the library released. 
“There are so many questions when it 
comes to hospice care, from when to con-
sider it, to the expectations of family and 
caregivers. The first part of our educational 
series is to break down all myths and facts 
concerning hospice care so that you can 
make thoughtful decisions if ever faced 
with the question, ‘should we consider hos-
pice services?’”

There will also be time afterward for Q 
& A.

Part of the series “Hospice Informational 
S e r i e s — F r o m  S t a r t  t o  F i n i s h , 
Understanding Home Health Care.”

Teen Crochet Night
Wednesday, Dec. 20, from 5:45-6:45 p.m.

Learn how to crochet an amigurumi 
tea bag bookmark at the Clapp Memorial 
Library’s next Teen Crochet Night. All 
materials will be provided, although teens 
are encouraged to bring their own 3.5mm 
crochet hook if they have one. Teens new 
to crochet may also attend. Email clappli-
brarytab@gmail.com or visit the library to 
register.

Teen Movie Night
Thursday, Dec. 28, 7-9 p.m.

Teens in grades 7-12 are invited to a 
movie night at the Clapp Memorial Library 
over the holiday break. The library will be 
showing a recently-released movie about 
a famous plastic doll featuring Margot 
Robbie and Ryan Gosling. Popcorn and 
pink beverages will be provided. Teens are 
asked to register by emailing clapplibrary-
tab@gmail.com.

Story Times
Registration and confirmation are 

required for the following story times, 
which feature “age-appropriate stories, 
songs, finger plays, and art activities.”

Babytime Storytime
Mondays, Dec. 11, Jan. 8, 22, and 29, 

from 9-9:45 a.m.
Babytime is for ages three to 12 months.

First Steps Storytime
Mondays, Dec. 11, Jan. 8, 22, and 29, 

from 10-10:45 a.m.
First Steps is for ages 12-24 months.

Toddler Time
Tuesdays, Dec. 12, Jan. 9, 16, and 23, 

from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Toddler Time is for children two years 

old.

Preschool Storytime
Thursdays, Dec. 7 and 14, Jan. 11, 18, 

and 25, from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Preschool Story Time is for children 

ages three to six.
The library is open:
Monday, 9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Thursday, 9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Friday, 9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
The library is located at 19 S. Main St.; 

visit clapplibrary.org for more information.

BEF from page 1

BELCHERTOWN – St. Francis of 
Assisi Church has announced its upcom-
ing Christmas Mass Schedule.

A Christmas Eve Mass is scheduled 
at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 24. This is a 
Children’s Pageant Mass.

Christmas Day Masses will be held 
at midnight, 8 a.m., and 10:30 a.m. on 
Monday, Dec. 25.

The church is located at 24 Jabish St. 
in Belchertown.

St. Francis of Assisi announces 
Christmas Mass Schedule
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

Fresh Balsam WreathsFresh Balsam Wreaths

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Balsam Fir
4ft Tall to 10ft Tall

New England Specialties
Italian Gourmet Baskets

Snack Attacks
Wine Baskets

Chocolate Lovers 
& MORE!

Ready For Pick Up 
or Delivery

Beautiful Holiday Beautiful Holiday 
Fresh Flower Fresh Flower 
& Evergreen & Evergreen 

ArrangementsArrangements

Beautifully Decorated By 
Randall’s Designers

Door Pieces 
Welcome Baskets 
& Holiday Planters

Spectacular
Poinsettias
“NOT JUST RED”

Brilliant Pinks, Marbled, 
White & Variegated

Watch Them Grow!
Holiday BulbsHoliday Bulbs
Stunning Amaryllis 

& Paperwhites

Gourmet Gift BasketsGourmet Gift Baskets

Randall’s Holiday Foods!Randall’s Holiday Foods!
Fruit Trays, Veggie Trays,
Fresh Baked Quiche, Meatballs,
Stuffed Mushrooms,
Cocktail Shrimp and MORE
Mini Black Bottom Cupcakes, 
Festive Cookies, Pies and Desserts

    Christmas Bakery &     Christmas Bakery & 
    Holiday Catering Orders    Holiday Catering Orders

LAST DAY TO ORDER December 19th 

GLUTEN FREE HOLIDAY FOODS
Fresh & In Our Freezer Section

Fresh Fresh 
Christmas Christmas 

TreesTrees

 

FANTASY BLUE 
Glittered & Glamorous

In Decorative Containers Too!

JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230 
Jim.Potter@Raveis.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Tues.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. & Mon.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
COINS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s 
Select Board is seeking citizens to 
share their expertise by serving on a 
town board or committee.

Those who have time and are inter-
ested in getting involved in the town’s 
activities are asked to submit a let-
ter of interest to: Select Board, The 
Finnerty House, One South Main 
Street, P.O. Box 670, Belchertown, 
MA 01007, or by email to  select-
board@belchertown.org.

The town has announced that it 
wishes to fill the following vacancies:

Opioid Settlement Fund 
Advisory Committee

One Community Member 
At-Large seat

This committee will advise and 
make recommendations on the spend-
ing of Opioid Settlement Funds.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Trail Stewardship Council
One vacancy

The town wishes to fill a vacancy 
to represent landowners of the town 
on the Trail Stewardship Council. 
Interested individuals should be 
knowledgeable about local land use 
and related issues. Additional infor-
mation specific to this council can be 
found at newenglandtrail.org.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Animal Control Advisory Board
Two vacancies

This board has the authority to con-
duct hearings as allowed in the town’s 
by-laws and pose reasonable con-
ditions as deemed appropriate.  The 
ideal applicants may be a dog breeder, 
a dog trainer, a veterinarian, a non-pet 
owner from the community, a medical 
professional specializing in emergen-

cy medicine, an animal enthusiast or 
caregiver, a pet owner, and/or interest-
ed residents.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Communications Committee
Two full-member seats

The purpose of this committee is 
to develop a communication plan for 
the town of Belchertown, to improve 
information flow from the town to the 
public.  Experience with marketing, 
communications, and/or social media 
is highly preferred.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Belchertown State School Buildings 
and Grounds Committee

One full-member real-estate seat
The committee will advise the 

town and the Select Board on fund-
ing opportunities for maintaining 
and developing the remaining State 
School buildings, as well as advis-
ing on historical and cultural devel-
opment opportunities. Expertise with 
real estate/architecture, grant writing, 
or historical experience to strengthen 
the skill set of the committee is highly 
preferred.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Belchertown Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Task Force

Two community member vacancies
The focus of the Task Force is 

to develop a Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Statement for the Select 
Board to review and to consider 
adopting, to seek out opportunities 
to acknowledge and/or celebrate the 
diversity within the community, and 
to welcome the whole community to 
join in, offering suggestions on how 
the town addresses specific or poten-
tial acts of violence, including hate 

speech, should such acts arise in the 
community, region, or state.

“Efforts should be made to include 
voices from the community or com-
munities that are directly affected,” 
the town released.

Partnership opportunities with 
surrounding towns to strengthen 
regional or state efforts might also 
be explored.  This is a seven-member 
committee to include a representative 
from law enforcement, a representa-
tive from Town Hall, and five com-
munity members representing diver-
sity in one or more of the following 
areas: racial and ethnic backgrounds, 
social positions with respect to gender 
identity and sexual orientation, social 
positions with respect to disability, 
and age groups and prior vocational 
experiences.

All are encouraged to apply.
Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Zoning Board of Appeals
One Associate Member seat

The ZBA is responsible for hear-
ing and deciding on applications 
for special permits, variances and 
appeals from decisions of the Zoning 
Enforcement  Officer /Bui ld ing 
Inspector.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Historic District By-Law 
Commission

One full-member real-estate seat
The Commission has regulatory 

control over new construction, recon-
struction, alterations, movements, and 
demolition of all exterior architectural 
features of buildings and structures 
within the Historic District, which are 
visible from any public street, public 
way, or public park.

Deadline: Friday, Jan. 5

Town announces updated board, 
committee vacancies

INDIAN ORCHARD -- There 
will be a FROZEN POLISH FOOD 
SALE (Pierogi, Golabki, Kapusta) 
at Immaculate Conception Church 

Hall 25 Parker St. Indian Orchard,on 
Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023, and on 
Saturday, Dec. 16, 2023,from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. You can also call Jane 

Wurszt at 413-543-2835 to arrange 
a different time. All are welcome to 
come and purchase.

Frozen Polish Food sale to occur in Indian Orchard Dec. 9, 16
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We’re planning to claim at 
62; what do we need to know?

 
Dear Rusty:
My wife (born May 1962) and I (born April 1963) 

are retired and will soon be looking to start collecting 
our Social Security as we each hit 62. As this is new 
to us, I’m wondering what things we may need to 
be aware of or consider as we get closer to her 62nd 
birthday in May. Any advice or information will be 
appreciated. 

Signed: Planning Ahead
 
Dear Planning: 
If you and your wife are both retired from work-

ing and have decided to start your (reduced) Social 
Security as soon as you are eligible at age 62, then 
there is nothing you need to do in advance of applying. 
The Social Security retirement benefit amount for each 
of you will be determined by your individual lifetime 
earnings record and your age when you claim. If either 
of you will be eligible for a spousal boost from the 
other, that will be automatically applied when both of 
you are collecting.  

If your wife plans to claim her Social Security as 
soon as she is eligible, she should apply for her ben-
efits about three months in advance and choose the 
option on the application which states “I want benefits 
beginning with the earliest possible month and will 
accept an age-related reduction.” 

For information, an applicant must be 62 for an 
entire month to get benefits, so your wife’s first month 
of eligibility will be June 2024. Social Security deals 
only in whole months and pays benefits in the month 
following the month earned; so if your wife’s birthday 
is between the 11th and 20th of the month her first 
Social Security payment will be received in her bank 
account on the third Wednesday of July. All subsequent 
payments will be on that same schedule. 

Then, when it’s time for you to claim, you should 
follow the same process as your wife and, if either of 
you is entitled to a higher amount as a spouse, it will 
be automatically applied when your benefits later start.   

Applying for benefits is a relatively simple process 
if done online at www.ssa.gov/apply. Note that to 
apply online your wife will need to first create her per-
sonal “my Social Security” account, which is easy to 
do at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 

To prepare for applying later, you can also create 
your personal online account now (it’s required to 
apply online), at which you will see what your esti-
mated benefit will be at different ages. Of course, your 
wife first (and later you) can also call Social Security 
at 1-800-7721213 to request an appointment to apply 
for SS retirement benefits in person. Applications 
which are not done online are usually taken over the 
phone vs. requiring a visit to your local Social Security 
office, but applying online is, by far, the most efficient 
method; you can link to the application process from 
your online account.   

One important thing to be aware of: By claiming at 
age 62, the monthly payment for each of you will be 
70% of what it would be at your Full Retirement Age 
and that is a permanent reduction. 

If you expect at least average longevity about 84 for 
you and 87 for your wife and if it is financially feasi-
ble, then waiting longer to claim would yield a higher 
monthly amount as well as the most in cumulative life-
time benefits. For those with an FRA of 67, SS retire-
ment benefits claimed at FRA are 30% higher than at 
62 and, if claimed at 70 are 75% more than at 62. And, 
although the decision on when to claim is always per-
sonal, a married couple should also evaluate their joint 
needs when deciding.  

One final word of caution: although you and your 
wife are now retired from working, be aware that if 
you claim SS benefits before your FRA and return to 
work, Social Security has an earnings test which limits 
how much you can earn before some benefits are taken 
away. The earnings test lasts until you reach your full 
retirement age. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Seventy-five years 
and going strong

I was opening the curtains in my bed-
room this morning to find that my 
Babci’s Christmas cactus had burst into 

bloom! 
How exciting for an indoor plant to live 

for seven plus decades, never mind that the 
last two have been under my care. It’s no 
secret that I am not an indoor plant aficio-
nado, but I do have my favorites, and this is 
one of them.  

Read on to learn about this beloved 
plant, straight from the archives.

One horticulture related Christmas mem-
ory involves my mother’s Christmas cactus. 
I remember the arching, woody stemmed 
plant on an iron stand in her bedroom; 
before that it lived in my Babci’s house.  

Every year, just in time for the holiday, 
it would flower, putting on quite a show, 
beautiful and exotic in hot fuchsia-pink.  

Today, only five original branches 
remain. But if you look closely within the 
base of the plant, you’ll see lots of new 
growth. 

Perhaps if I follow the advice, I have 
outlined below this heirloom will be 
blooming in the home of my future grand-
children!

The Christmas cactus (Schlumbergera 
bridgesii) is an epiphyte, native to South 
America where it happily grows hanging 
from trees in the jungle. Inside, it prefers 
a location with indirect light.  Positioning 
it in front of a north or east facing window 
is best.  

During the summer months many people 
prefer to move the plant outdoors. I have 
had good luck placing it under the shade 
of a tree; too much sun will burn its leaves.  

When night temperatures begin to 
dip into the forties it is time to bring the 
Christmas cactus indoors.  Gradually accli-
matize the plant to its winter home by 
increasing the number of hours spent inside 
each day.  

It is very important that the Christmas 
cactus be planted in a well-drained growing 
medium. For this reason, either coarse sand 
or perlite should be added to any home-
made potting soil.  

A recipe that combines equal parts of 
either of these along with garden loam and 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Comments on
  Congress

By Lee Hamilton

Hamilton on 
Foreign Policy
We can fix our broken politics

Americans are fed up with politics. 
That’s the obvious conclusion 

of a recent survey by the Pew 
Research Center, which found many of us 
have “unrelentingly negative” views of pol-
itics and elected officials.

It’s understandable that people are dis-
couraged. There are plenty of reasons to 
feel that way. 

I’m not especially alarmed at the find-
ings of the survey, however. The key thing 
is that we maintain an interest in improving 
our broken politics. 

That’s critically important.
If the American people were to get so 

turned off by politics that they refuse to 
participate, that would be a real problem 
for our democracy. Fortunately, there’s evi-
dence that we haven’t reached that point.

Americans have long had a healthy skep-
ticism about political power and those who 
wield it, but the Pew survey suggests dis-
trust has reached new heights. Some 65% 
of those questioned said thinking about 

politics left them exhausted. 
More than half said it made them angry. 

Only a few said it made them hopeful or 
excited.

Asked to describe U.S. politics in one 
word, many came up with “divisive,” “cor-
rupt” or “chaotic.” Asked to identify the 
strong points of our politics, more than half 
couldn’t come up with anything.

It’s obvious that our politics are going 
through a difficult time. 

Congress seems dysfunctional, strug-
gling to pass spending bills to keep the 
government operating. A single senator has 
blocked promotions for hundreds of mili-
tary officers. 

Election campaigns are filled with per-
sonal attacks. Divisions threaten our sup-
port for allies, including Ukraine, a rejec-
tion of the adage that politics stops at the 
water’s edge.

Partisanship has reached new heights, 
with Democrats and Republicans seem-
ing to inhabit separate worlds. The one 
thing both sides agree on is that our politics 
aren’t working.

Dissatisfaction with politics crosses 
political, social and demographic lines, 
according to the Pew survey. It is shared by 
White, Black, Asian and Hispanic adults. It 
affects old people as well as young people.

Nearly nine out of 10 Americans say 
politicians are more focused on fighting 
each other than on solving problems. Some 
28% distrust both major parties, the highest 
figure in nearly 30 years. 

Please see HAMILTON, page 10

Please see GARDEN, page 10
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Kids Holiday Kick Off Cookie Decorating 
Party Thursday, Dec. 14th 5-8:30

All Kids Will Get a Holiday Treat Bag
Support Your Shriners 

Holiday Ornament Fundraiser

“ON THE COMMON” BELCHERTOWN • 323-6420

Holiday 

Drink

Specials

Check Out
Our Website

Holiday 
Gift 

    Certificates
Available!

starts December 14-24

Holiday Season at
McCarthy’s Pub

WWW.MCCARTHYS-PUB.NETWWW.MCCARTHYS-PUB.NET
from McCarthy’s PubOpen Daily

Facials • Massage • Waxing • Nails 
Infrared Sauna • Spray Tan

 Makeup Application

485 Holyoke St., Ludlow • 413-610-0650
www.auradayspaludlow.com

Give the Gift of Relaxation•

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of Nov. 14 through Nov. 28. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana-
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Wednesday, Nov. 22

2:28 p.m. – Shamiah Golden, 49, of 121 
N Main St., Belchertown was arrested for 
operating under the influence, negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle and a marked 
lanes violation. An officer got a report of a 
vehicle operating erratically on Ware Road. 
The officer saw the vehicle go by and cross 
over solid yellow lines. The officer pulled 
the vehicle over and identified the operator. 
A field sobriety test was given and the per-
son was charged accordingly. 

9:30 p.m. – Joshua Jansen, 45, of 447 
South Washington St., Belchertown was 
arrested on operating under the influence, 
negligent operation of a motor vehicle, and 
failing to drive in the right lane. An officer 
responded to the area of South Liberty St. 
for a report of a pickup truck operating 
erratically. There were reports of the vehi-
cle driving on the sidewalk. Then the offi-
cer responded to the area of South St. for 
a report of a crash. There was a vehicle in 
front of a residence and there was damage 
to the front bumper and the vehicle had a 
flat tired. The person got out of the vehi-
cle and was unsteady on their feet. When 
asked what they struck, the person said 
they didn’t know. Belchertown Fire and 
paramedics responded to the scene to eval-
uate. The person refused treatment and was 
charged accordingly. 

Tuesday, Nov. 28
2:38 p.m. – A summons was issued to a 

Belchertown resident on charges of unli-
censed operation of motor vehicle.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS

Tuesday, Nov. 14
7:09 a.m. – A person turned in a black 

phone into dispatch. It was found around 
Clark St.

11:57 a.m. – An officer took a report of a 
person messaged on Facebook about mak-
ing money. The person conversed with the 
scammer and was told to send their Cash 
App information. The person gave their 
information, including their email and bank 
account number. There are no suspects at 
this time. 

1:50 p.m. – An officer responded to 
Warren Wright Road for a report of a traf-
fic hazard in the roadway. Asphalt and a 
truck in the roadway took up a travel lane. 
There were multiple complaints about the 
matter. The officers spoke with people on 
site who were uncooperative and unwill-
ing to talk with the officer. The DPW was 
contacted, and the person became argu-
mentative. The officers noted the project 
was done, and the crew began cleaning 

the asphalt in the roadway. The matter was 
resolved. 

3:58 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
residence for a report of stolen items. The 
person had dropped off items for another 
person to do appraisals on. The items were 
not returned to the owner. The officer was 
able to retrieve the items. The reporting 
person was told how to get a harassment 
order if needed. 

7:38 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
report of a juvenile who left their resi-
dence, and the guardians didn’t know 
where the child went. The officer drove 
around to find the child at the provided 
locations. The officer was updated that the 
child had returned home and was throwing 
items around the residence. A 51A report 
was filed, and the School Resource Officer 
was contacted. 

 
Wednesday. Nov. 15

4:11 p.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on State St. near Eksett St. 
and Barton Road. A vehicle struck a deer, 
which was still alive. There was damage 
to the vehicle, which was towed from the 
scene. The deer was dragged to the side 
of the road with a bow sticking out of it. A 
Massachusetts Fish and Wildlife member 
on the scene reported that a bystander dis-
patched the deer with a bow and arrow. The 
person said they shot the deer because they 
believed the deer was suffering. The repre-
sentative of the Massachusetts Division of 
Fish and Wildlife took the deer. The matter 
is under investigation. 

6:08 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Ware Road. A vehicle trav-
eling west on Ware Road struck a deer 
that entered the roadway. No injuries were 
reported, and no tow was necessary. 

6:31 p.m. – An off-duty officer heard fire 
personnel going to a barn fire on Boardmen 
Road in Belchertown. A juvenile reported 
the fire and said a family member may 
still be inside the barn. There was heavy 
smoke from the open barn door. The officer 
went to the barn and saw a Massachusetts 
State Trooper speaking with the juvenile’s 
parent. The officer stated they were inside 
the barn and told the child to call to report 
the fire. Belchertown Fire Department 
arrived a short time later. The fire was on 
the first floor, where a wood stove pipe 
connected to the exterior of the building. 
The fire spread to the barn’s second floor 
from the exterior wall. Photos of the matter 
were taken. It appeared that an improperly 
installed wood stove caused the fire. 

7 p.m. – An officer responded to an acci-
dent on Chauncey Walker Road. A vehicle 
traveling north on Chauncey Walker Road 
struck a deer that went into the roadway. 
No tows were necessary, and no injuries 
were reported.

7:20 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Chauncey Walker Road. A 
vehicle was traveling south on Chauncey 
Walker Road struck a deer that went across 
the roadway. No injuries were reported, 
and no tows were necessary. 

Thursday, Nov. 16
1:11 p.m. – Officers documented emp-

tying the drug take-back box in the station 
and secured its contents into property.

6:38 p.m. – An officer responded to a 

Main St. residence to assist a person who 
reportedly sent texts with suicidal threats. 
The person was transported to the hospital.

6:54 p.m. – A person called to report 
an elderly family member was missing 
for four hours. The person said the family 
member left and was supposed to come 
home but had yet to return. They checked 
the area the person was known to frequent. 
The officer followed up later and found out 
the person had returned home and every-
thing was okay. 

 
Friday, Nov. 17

9:48 a.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on North Main St. A vehicle trav-
eling westbound into a plaza parking lot 
struck a second vehicle while both attempt-
ed to go around a third one. No injuries 
were reported and no tows were necessary. 

12:01 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on State St. Both vehicles were 
moved from the initial crash site. A vehi-
cle traveling northbound on State St. was 
sideswiped by a second vehicle attempting 
to pass on the left side. The operator of 
the second vehicle said the first vehicle 
pulled out in front of them, and they tried 
to swerve to avoid hitting the vehicle. The 
vehicle then drove up onto the curb and 
passed the vehicle. There was damage to 
both vehicles. No injuries were reported. 

3:22 p.m. – An officer assisted the 
Department of Social Services in removing 
a child from a residence.

5 p.m. – An officer responded to an acci-
dent on North Main St. A vehicle stopped 
for a pedestrian crossing was struck by a 
second vehicle in the rear. No injuries were 
reported, and no tows were necessary.

9:03 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
River St. residence for a report of a dam-
aged mailbox. A tractor-trailer unit drove 
by it and knocked the mailbox over. The 
officer spoke with a witness who saw the 
trailer strike the mailbox but had no other 
information about the truck. 

 
Sunday, Nov. 19

9:41 a.m. – An officer spoke with a per-
son about the balance of a credit card. They 
went to withdraw money, and the balance 
was lower than expected. They asked if 
they could do another transaction. There 
were multiple charges they did not make 
on the account. They wanted the matter 
documented. 

11:50 a.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on North Liberty St. and Bardwell 
St. A vehicle traveling north on North 
Liberty St. was struck in the side by a sec-
ond vehicle. The second vehicle traveled 
east on Bardwell and failed to yield at the 
intersection. No injuries were reported and 
no tows were necessary. 

6:21 p.m. – Officers responded to an 
accident on Aldrich St. A vehicle rolled 
down a driveway into the roadway and a 
residence. The vehicle was shifted into 
reverse instead of park. No injuries were 
reported, and the vehicle was towed from 
the scene. 

 
Monday, Nov. 20

11:42 a.m. – An officer took a report of 
unemployment fraud. The caller said they 
were laid off from their job and started to 
file for unemployment when they were 

told a claim was made in their name. They 
reported they filed the appropriate docu-
ments with the state and wanted the matter 
documented. 

1:24 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on  Federal St. The operator of a 
vehicle thought they pressed their breaks 
when they actually stepped on the gas, 
striking a building. Supply shelves and 
the items on them were knocked over. The 
damage was documented and the building 
inspector was notified. 

 
Tuesday, Nov. 21

4:32 p.m. – An officer took a report of an 
accident. A vehicle possibly involved in the 
accident had its mirror struck, and a caller 
reported the mirror flew off the vehicle. 
No description was provided, and no other 
crashes were reported. 

5:22 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on West St. Op southbound on 
West St. struck two trees before stopping. 
There was damage to the front and left side 
of the vehicle. The vehicle was towed from 
the scene, and the person was transported 
to the hospital.  

5:41 p.m. – A person came to the sta-
tion’s lobby with a handgun case that 
belonged to a former acquaintance. The 
case was confiscated previously and 
entered into property.

10:22 p.m. – Officers responded to an 
accident on West St. A vehicle traveling 
eastbound on West St. went to the right 
side of the roadway and into a ditch. It was 
snowing, and the roadway was untreated 
during the accident.

Wednesday, Nov. 22
11:40 a.m. – An officer took a report of a 

possible breaking and entering incident. A 
resident reported they were sleeping when 
they heard their front door slam shut. The 
person said they heard footsteps. The res-
ident reported seeing two people walking 
away from the building. Nothing was sto-
len and the matter was documented. 

8:53 a.m. –An officer responded to an 
accident on Federal St. A vehicle travel-
ing west on Federal St. was side swiped 
by another vehicle. The second vehicle 
entered the east side lane of the first vehi-
cle and side swiped the first. There was no 
damage to one vehicle and the second was 
towed from the scene. No injuries were 
reported. 

10:44 a.m. – A Belchertown resident 
came to the station with an item found at 
a George Hannum Road business. A key-
chain and two keys were items placed into 
property. 

6:26 p.m. – An officer took a report of 
a possible breaking and entering incident. 
The resident reported they were away on 
business had someone watch residence 
found things weren’t there when he left. 
Items were missing from the residence. 
Called the other residence. No charges 
waiting written statement. No further infor-
mation. 

10:17 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident s liberty erratically black pickup 
truck then south street and crash reported 
afterwards. Officer spoke with the report-
ing party. Inspected further on Belchertown 

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY 

Please see POLICE, page 13
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

USDA INSP. $149
lb

SALE DATES: 12/7/23-12/13/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ..........................

$259

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ........
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DUMPLINGS ..............
$799

ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 COUNT

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ..................

$179
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$299

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$277

$399

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE FAMILY PAK
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
HEAT & EAT BBQ MARINATED

BABY BACK RIBS ..............

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ...............
$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$499
lb

$144
lb

$477
lb

$888
lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, CORNISH HENS AND 

FRESH PORK & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

CUT 
FREE

Available
AvailableCARDS

7 EAST STREET, GRANBY MA
413-537-3047

Fugler Excavating
& Septic

Jarvis Pools & Spas 
72 Unity St. Turners Falls MA 

Swim Spa & Hot Tub  
• Water Testing  
• Chemicals
• Supplies
• Essence

413-863-9541
Open Mon wed & Friday 10 am -5.30 PM 
Visit us at jarvispoolsupplies.retailtime.cloud

• Water Testing 

Open Mon., Wed. & Fri. 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

BCTV schedule
BELCHERTOWN – Here is the BCTV schedule for 

Thursday, Dec. 7, through Wednesday, Dec. 13.

Thursday, Dec. 7
8 a.m. – Select Board, Dec. 4
10 a.m. – School Comm., Dec. 5
12 p.m. – Agriculture Comm., Dec. 6
7 p.m. – Select Board, Dec. 4
9 p.m. – School Comm., Dec. 5

Friday, Dec. 8
8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
9 a.m. – Clapp, Squeezebox Stompers
5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
7 p.m. – Clapp, Squeezebox Stompers
8:30 p.m. – Agriculture Comm., Dec. 6

Saturday, Dec. 9
8 a.m. – Educational Crafting with Charlotte, Baby 

Binoculars
4:30 p.m. – Educational Crafting with Charlotte, Baby 

Binoculars
Sunday, Dec. 10

4:30 p.m. – St. Francis Roman Catholic Church
7 p.m. – Hope United Methodist Church

Monday Dec. 11
8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
7 p.m. – Conservation Comm., Channel 192

Tuesday, Dec. 12
8 a.m. – Winter Light Night 2023
8:30 a.m. – JBMS Winter Concert
6 p.m. – Winter Light Night
7 p.m. – Planning Board, Channel 191

Wednesday, Dec. 13
8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
6:30 p.m. – Board of Health, Channel 191

Belchertown Community Television always streams 
channels 191 and 192 and archives most shows after being 
broadcasted.

To access previous broadcasts, visit: belchertown.vids.io/
To access live streaming broadcasts, visit: cloud.cas-

tus.tv/vod/belchertown/?page=HOME
Or access these services by visiting the Belchertown 

webpage, belchertown.org, and visiting the “residents” 
header on the upper right side.

Click on Belchertown Community TV, then “Watch 
previous Belchertown Meeting” or “Watch Channel 191 
and 192 live stream.”

Scammers can target victims 
through any device connected to the 
internet, and your TV is no exception. 

The Better Business Bureau Scam 
Tracker has seen an influx of reports 
about scammers catching people off 
guard with pop-ups on their smart 
TVs, according to a news release. 
Their objective is to steal your person-
al information and money. 

How the scam works:
You open a familiar streaming 

service on your smart TV. However, 
you can’t log in. Instead, a pop-up 
appears, telling you there is a problem 
with your device or your streaming 
subscription. You need to call a phone 
number or visit a website to fix it.

Don’t fall for it.
If you call the number, scammers 

pretend to be customer service repre-
sentatives. They will insist you pay an 
activation fee or allow them remote 
access to your smart TV. These con 
artists will get your credit or debit 
card number if you pay the fee, the 
BBB warns. If you give them access 
to your device or click on a link they 
provide, the scammers may install 
malware on your TV and use it to gain 
access to sensitive personal informa-
tion.

Sometimes scammers ask you to 
“fix” the issue by paying them in gift 
cards. One consumer reported that 
after calling a number that appeared 
in a pop-up on their smart TV, 
a scammer instructed them to pur-
chase three $100 Xbox gift cards to 

add “anti-hacking protection” to their 
account. After buying the gift cards 
and contacting the number again, it 
became clear they were dealing with 
scammers.

How to avoid smart TV scams:
Double-check any fees you have 

to pay. If scammers ask you to pay 
an activation fee, antivirus protec-
tion fee, or any other kind of fee, do 
some research beforehand. For exam-
ple, scammers claim you need to pay 
an activation fee to start using your 
Roku. However, a quick online search 
reveals that Roku never charges acti-
vation or registration fees.

Don’t fall for fake websites. 
Scammers love to create imitation 

websites using URLs that are just a 
letter or two off. Fake websites are 
a threat, even on smart TVs, so dou-
ble-check the URL. Another way to 
protect yourself is to avoid clicking 
on links in pop-ups and, instead, type 
web URLs directly into your browser.

Check before you call. If a “cus-
tomer service” phone number appears 
in a pop-up, double-check it before 
you call. Contact a streaming service 
or TV manufacturer’s website to find 
their customer support number.

Never let anyone control your 
device remotely. Scammers usually 
ask for remote computer access, but 
they could also ask for access to your 
smart TV. Don’t ever give control of 
your device to a stranger.

Be aware of this smart TV cyber scam

WARE – Ware Firefighters Local 
1851 is hosting a raffle of four tickets 
to see the Boston Bruins on Jan. 22, 
2024 at TD Garden, plus a free park-
ing pass.

The prize is valued at $990.  The 
winning raffle ticket will be drawn on 

Christmas day. 
Raffle tickets are a $10 donation 

each with proceeds to support the 
Ware Firefighters Local 1851. 

Al l  members  of  Ware  Fi re 
Department have tickets, or people 
may call 413-967-9630. 

Firefighters host raffle for 
Boston Bruins hockey tickets

Program for fathers/male 
caregivers on Tuesdays

WARE – Nurturing Fathers at Behavioral Health 
Network’s Family Resource Center, 82 Main St., is held 
on Tuesdays from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

This is an empowering program for fathers and male 
caregivers.

For more information or to register contact the Family 
Resource Center by calling 413-277-6601 or emailing 
bhnfrc@bhninc.org.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Belchertown Sentinel
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Happy Holidays
from

Bell & Hudson 
Insurance Agency!

 

Attn: Bell & Hudson Customers

Closed December 25 and January 1

Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency – TWO Locations!

19 N. Main Street 15 Central Street
Belchertown, MA 01007 West Brookfield, MA 01585
(413) 323-9611 (508) 867-4646

www . b e l l a n d h u d s o n . c om

Give theGive the
Gift of MusicGift of Music

Gerry’s Music
shop

HHoolliiddaayy  SSaavviinnggss  TToooo  BBiigg  ttoo  AAddvveerrttiisse oonn  IInn  SSttoocckk  Itteemmss!!
AAccoouussttiicc  GGuuiittaarrss  ••  EElleeccttrriicc  GGuuiittaarrss  ••  AAmmpplliififieerrss  ••  DDrruummss

KKeeyybbooaarrddss  aanndd  DDiiggiittaall  PPiiaannooss  ••  EElleeccttrriicc  BBaasssseess  
BBaanndd  aanndd  OOrrcchheessttrraall  IInnssttrruummeennttss  aanndd  AAcccceessssoorriieess!!
MMuussiicc  LLeessssoonnss  AArree  tthhee  GGiifftt  TThhaatt  KKeeeeppss  oonn  GGiivviinngg!!

80 Lamb  St., Rte. 116, So. Hadley, 534-7402
1-800-724-7402 OR 1-413-534-7402   

www.gerrysmusicshop.com

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2023. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 18-22, 2023.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 8, 2023

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Marcus KosnickiMarcus Kosnicki
June 5,2022

Parents:  Jonathan & Marcie Kosnicki 
Grandparents:  Marc Davignon & Lisa Dube, Chicopee

 John & Pamella Kosnicki, Palmer

and asbestos removal. The funding also 
covers Owners Project Manager’s fees, 
designer/engineer fees and contingency, 
according to the future of the West Street 
building document on the town’s website. 

The West Street building committee, 
appointed in January of this year, was 
assigned the task of determining the best 
course of action for the use of the building, 
which has been largely vacant since 2018. 
The town currently maintains the building 
for $23,000 a year. 

The committee determined the best use 
of the property was to renovate it. 

Commit tee  Chair  Lynn Mercier 
explained the building would be able to 
accommodate current municipal offices, 
the senior center, as well as room for more 
in the future. 

“As the structure of the building was 
sound, the roof was relatively new, and the 

existing 44,000 square feet of space would 
be more than adequate for the town’s 
needs,” she said. “The space as it exists, is 
capable of conducting town meetings, town 
elections and has the potential for a com-
munity recreational center in the future.”

One of the major priorities of the proj-
ect for the town is the removal of a sin-
gle-wall oil tank, which was supposed to be 
removed, but wasn’t, according to Martin.

“The concern we have is that we know 
it’s a single wall. We don’t know if its 
leaked. That’s the first thing before we even 
go forward with that building,” he said.

He said the town must determine wheth-
er the tank has leaked into the soil and to 
remove it before any work is done on the 
West Street building. 

“If we find out there is a leakage and 
there’s contamination of the soils, we 
know that $116,000 is not going to cover 
it. You’re talking up to $1 million and if 
surrounding wells aren’t contaminated,” 
Martin said.

If that is the case, the town would need 
to address remediation and requirements 
from the Department of Environmental 
Projection, Martin added.

The plan is to move to a propane mini 
split for the heating and cooling of the 
building, following the removal of the tank. 

Finance Committee Chair John Libera Jr. 
said he supported the allocation. 

“When you look at the long-term picture 
of it,” he said. “The fact that there is $5 
million in other funds, including ARPA 
funds, if you took all that money and put 
it back into the stabilization fund…then 
you’d have a big pile of money in that fund. 
You’d still have the same question of ‘what 
do we spend money on?’”

He said having the municipal offices in 
one central location is a good use of the 
funds. 

He added that if the town needs to 
address the oil tank and unforeseen issues 
with it, that the town will decide what to do 
from there rather than simply proceed for-

ward with the West Street building project.
Selectboard member Glenn Sexton said 

he wanted to remind people if the ARPA 
funding given to the town was not used, 
they could potentially lose it. 

“It’s a benefit to us to move forward with 
the project. It’s taxpayer money that the 
federal government gave us, and I’d hate 
for them to take it back,” he said. 

If the voters approve the expenditure, the 
committee plans to continue working on 
the project, with the oil tank being the first 
matter addressed. Barring any issues, the 
project has an estimated completion date of 
December 2024, according to the future of 
the West Street Building information sheet 
on the town’s website.

If the voters do not approve the article, 
the town will continue to pay for gener-
al maintenance on the building until it is 
decommissioned. The estimated cost of 
decommissioning due to asbestos abate-
ment and demolition would be about $2.5 
million.

STM from page 1

GRANBY – The Town Clerk has 
offered reminders for the communi-
ty about the upcoming Special Town 
Meeting, which will be held on Monday, 
Dec. 11, at the East Meadow School in 
the gymnasium at 7 p.m. 

“All residents participating must be 
registered voters. Eligible voters will 
receive a card when checking in, the 
doors will open at 6:15 p.m. for check 
in,” Katherine A. Kelly-Regan, Granby’s 
town clerk, released. “Please park in 
between the two schools near the softball 
fields.”

Residents may view the warrant 

for this meeting at the following pub-
lic buildings: Town Hall Annex, 215 B 
West State St.; Select Board’s office at 
the COA Building, 10 West State St.; 
Granby Post Office; Public Library; 
Public Safety Complex; Florence Bank; 
and Polish National Credit Union.

The warrant can also be viewed on the 
town’s website at granby-ma.gov.

“If you are not sure on your voter sta-
tus, please call the Town Clerk’s office 
for verification.”

Any questions or concerns can be 
directed to Kathy Kelly-Regan at the 
Granby Town Hall, 413-467-7178.

GRANBY – The town’s library has 
announced an upcoming nature story time 
and fun with Ranger Tasha.

The event is for ages three and up, and 
homeschoolers are welcome, according to 
the library.

Animal Tracking
Tuesday, Dec. 12, at 10:30 a.m.

“How do you know what animal track 
you see in the snow? Make a track mold, 
identify some skulls and pelts.”

All library programs are free of charge 
and open to the public. The Granby Free 
Public Library is located at 297 East State 

St., Granby. Call the library at 413-467-
3320 during open hours for more informa-
tion.

❚ GRANBY 

Town Clerk offers community remindersGranby Library announces 
upcoming nature story time
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707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

www.turley.com

❚ OBITUARIES 

Linda Mae (Squires) Lloyd
PALMER - Linda Mae 

(Squires) Lloyd (74) of 
Palmer passed away peace-
fully surrounded by her fam-
ily on November 29, 2023, 
after a courageous battle 
with cancer.

L i n d a  w a s  b o r n  i n 
November of 1949.  She 
was the daughter of the late 
Wanda and Richard Squires 
of Belchertown, and the sis-
ter of Christine Wheeler and 
the late Richard Squires Jr.

Linda was married to the love of her life, Norman 
Lloyd Sr., for 44 years; together, they raised five chil-
dren: Tracey Applebee-Cole, April Montanez, Kristy 
Lagimoniere, Norman Lloyd Jr., and Russell Lloyd. 
She was an amazing nana to her eight grandchildren 
who she called her monkeys: Benjamin Applebee, Tyler 
and Madison Cole, Moriah and Amanda Burns, Austin 
and Greenly Lagimoniere, and Sawyer Lloyd. Linda 
was also a great grandmother (gee-gee) to Eleanor 
Carter.

While her children were young, Linda worked with 
her husband to manage their family trucking business 
(T.A.K Trucking). Then, in 1998, her passion for help-
ing children brought her to Converse Middle School 
where she proudly served as a para-professional until 
2016. Linda cherished her CMS students and friends 
and spoke fondly of them in her final days.

Linda enjoyed the beach, kayaking, and road trips 
in her VW with the top down; she could never pass up 
a free chair on the side of the road. She was her chil-
dren’s biggest cheerleader. She embodied compassion, 
kindness, forgiveness, and love.  Linda will be deeply 
missed by her family and friends.

Linda adored animals and it was her wish that in lieu 
of flowers, any memorial tributes be made in the form 
of a charitable donation to an animal shelter.

Visitation will be held at Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home on Thursday, December 7, 2023, from 
3-6 p.m. Immediately following, a celebration of life 
gathering will be held at St. Joseph’s Club in Palmer.

Please visit www.beersandstory.com to extend online 
condolences.

GRANBY - Kathleen 
Roach, 73, passed away 
peacefully on November 
3 0 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  a t  h e r 
home.  Born December, 
12, 1949, in Palmer, 
she was the daughter of 
Francis P. and Theresa 
I. (Trotta) Roach. Kathy 
grew up in Monson and 
has lived in Granby for 
many years.  While she was pursuing her 
teaching degree at Fitchburg State College, 
she worked at Monson Developmental 
Center.  She began her special education 
teaching career in Palmer and then for an 
additional 32 years she touched the lives 
of countless students in the Belchertown 
Public School system until her retire-
ment.  Her family fondly remembers time 
together at the holidays, her Labor Day 
pool parties, and special weekends together 
making cherished memories.  As an avid 
reader, she devoured printed and audio 

books and especially loved 
sci-fi and fantasy nov-
els. Kathy’s four-legged fur 
companions Bear, Naughty, 
and Boo and the many other 
dogs and cats she invit-
ed into her home brought 
her so much joy over the 
years.  She leaves her two 
brothers, James and his wife 
Patricia of Brimfield and 

Fran and his wife Bernadette of Monson 
and her late sister Roberta and her husband 
Jerry of Wilbraham. As well as numer-
ous nieces, nephews, great nieces,  great 
nephews and one great-great nephew due 
to arrive any day. Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home has been entrusted with the 
arrangements. A celebration of life will be 
planned for the summer. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider donations in her memory 
to PAWS of Granby, MA,  PO Box 472, 
Granby, MA 01033.

Please visit www.beersandstory.com.

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Kathleen RoachDEATH NOTICES

Kathleen Roach
Died: November 30, 2023

Linda Mae (Squires) Lloyd
Died: November 29, 2023
Visitation: Thursday, 
December 7, 2023

Linda M. (Clark) 
Desroches
Died: November 27, 2023

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

It’s common to hear people say that 
neither party cares about ordinary peo-
ple. Americans distrust the executive and 
legislative branches of government, and a 
majority have a dim view of the Supreme 
Court.

Americans are rightly suspicious of the 
growing role that money plays in politics. 
About 85% said that the cost of election 
campaigns keeps good candidates from 
running and that special interests have too 
much influence on politicians. 

Only about a quarter of the people rate 
the quality of political candidates as very 
or somewhat good, down 20 percentage 
points in the past five years.

You might expect this distrust and dis-
couragement would cause Americans to 
disengage from politics. Fortunately, that 
doesn’t seem to be happening.

The elections of 2018, 2020 and 2022 
featured some of the highest voter turnout 
rates in decades. About two-thirds of eli-
gible adults voted in 2020, the highest rate 
for a national election since 1900. 

Those are very encouraging signs.
The public has ideas for improving our 

politics. In the Pew survey, majorities 

favored limits on campaign contributions 
and spending. 

The survey found broad support for term 
limits on members of Congress and for 
age limits on elected and appointed offi-
cials, including Supreme Court justices. 
Elections this month in Kentucky, Ohio 
and Virginia drew strong interest and par-
ticipation. 

In another hopeful sign, more young 
people have been running for office – and 
often winning.

We Americans have always been an opti-
mistic and forward-looking people, confi-
dent in our ability to solve problems and 
make progress. We’re right to be unhappy 
with the condition of our politics, but we 
have the power and the ability to make our 
politics better.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor 
for the Indiana University Center 
on Representat ive Government;  a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor of Practice 
at the IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
34 years.

HAMILTON from page 6

leaf mold or compost should work out just 
fine. Christmas cactus like to be somewhat 
pot bound, but if the plant has been grow-
ing in the same pot for several years its soil 
is likely exhausted of nutrients.  

Repot by gently teasing away some of 
the soil from the plant’s roots. Replace it 
with the new soil mixture. Choose a pot 
that is a single size bigger than the existing 
root ball, or reuse the old pot.

Many people hear “cactus” and think 
that the plant is drought tolerant. With the 
Christmas cactus this is only partly true.  

Although its leaves are succulent and 
can retain a fair amount of water, it is not 
a true cactus.  As a general rule you should 
water Christmas cactus when the potting 
soil is dry to the touch.  

Adequate moisture is especially neces-
sary during the spring when it begins its 
growth and once buds are set. A diluted 
amount of liquid fertilizer can be added 
then as well, especially if the soil hasn’t 
been refreshed in many years.  

When the plant is done flowering, it will 
go into a period of rest; almost no water is 
necessary for nearly two months. Just prior 
to bud set it will rest again but this time the 
soil shouldn’t dry out completely.  

Two environmental factors are respon-
sible for coaxing a plant into bloom. The 
first is temperature and the second is light.  

If temperatures at night range between 
55 and 60 degrees for a six week period, 

the plant will set buds regardless of day 
length. If temperatures run higher than 
that, thirteen hours of uninterrupted dark-
ness will bring about buds.  

Simply put the plant to bed each night 
from 6 p.m.-8a.m. until buds form. My 
luck has been temperature related; because 
I leave the plants outside until early fall its 
temperature requirements are met and I 
am delighted with blooms come Christmas 
time.  

If your plant sets buds and then drops 
them prior to full bloom it is likely due to 
overwatering or exposure.  For this reason, 
keep it away from drafty windows, door-
ways or radiators.  

If you don’t already own Christmas cac-
tus, consider purchasing one this holiday. 
Better yet, start a plant. 

Simply get a leaf - no longer than two 
or three segments, from a friend. They are 
easy to root in regular potting soil.  

Two or three of these per four-inch pot is 
perfect. By year two you should be delight-
ed with some beautiful flowers and maybe 
the start of your own family tradition.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 6

Grief/Loss Support Group: If you’ve suffered a loss, 
and feel that you need some help working through dif-
ficult emotions, join Liane Smola for help. This group 
meets on the first Wednesday of every month at 12:30 
p.m. and is sponsored by Beers and Story Funeral 
Homes and Cremation Services.

Rainbow Social Group: Join Elaine and the 
LGBTQIA+ Community and Allies on Wednesday, 
Dec. 13, at 10 a.m., and the second Wednesday of every 
month.

“We are proud to offer this affirming and inclusive 
social group,” the COA released.

For more events and offerings, contact the 
Belchertown Senior Center, 60 State St.

COA from page 2

Send Us Your Photos!

sentinel@turley.com
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Boys basketball 
set to open
new season

BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The P ionee r 
Va l l e y  S o c c e r  O f f i c i a l s 
Association (PVSOA), which 
was formed in 1946, held its 
annual banquet at the Polish 
American Citizens Club in 
Ludlow on Dec. 1.

One of the highlights of the 
evening was the buffet catered by 
Tony & Penny’s Restaurant.

There was also an awards cer-
emony. 

Ludlow junior Thomas Wadas 
is the 2023 George E. Russell 
Award (Boys Large School MCP 
award) winner.

“Thomas falls in line with 
all our former Ludlow play-
ers who have won the George 
Russell Award,” said longtime 
Ludlow boys soccer coach Greg 
Kolodziey, who won his 200th 
career game this fall. “He’s 

a very talented player who has 
worked extremely hard to get 
what he has achieved.”

Wadas is the 24th Ludlow 
boys’ soccer player to receive the 
Russell award, which is named 
in memory of the former Ludlow 
High School principal, since 
1965. The first Ludlow boys’ 
soccer player to win the presti-
gious award was Bob Duarte.

Wadas, who’s a three-year 
varsity starter, didn’t attend this 
year’s PVSOA banquet because 
the Ludlow High School soccer 
banquet was held on the same 
night.  

In his first three seasons as 
a member of the varsity soccer 
team, Wadas, who’s a midfielder, 
scored 15 goals and 15 assists. 
He also helped the Lions (18-
2-2) capture the Western Mass. 
Class A title for the third con-
secutive year. The Lions also 
competed in the Division 1 state 

tournament.     
Pathfinder Tech senior Riley 

Sanderson received the Henry O. 
Holly/Dave Grieve (Boys Small 
School MVP award).

“I received an email from my 

soccer coach (David Wilson) tell-
ing me that I had been select-
ed for the MVP award for small 
schools,” said Sanderson, who 

PVSOA presents year-end awards

Gavin Couchon shoots in traffic. Grady Martin goes for a layup. Jacob Pacunas fakes and shoots during practice.

Tyler Marino jumps and catches a pass inside the paint. Tabari Mann shoots on the run in a lot of traffic.

Orioles 
prepare 
for opener

BELCHERTOWN – Las t 
Thursday, Belchertown girls bas-
ketball continued to prepare for 
its regular season opener. The 
Orioles were 10-10 overall last 
year and made the tournament 
and lost in the opener at Ipswich 
High School. The Orioles scrim-
maged Quaboag earlier this week 
and face off with Pope Francis on 
Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 5:30 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Alexa Karabetsos goes a layup.

Aubrey McCain does a layup drill 
during practice last Thursday.

Chloe LaRoche shoots during practice.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

B E L C H E R T O W N B E L C H E R T O W N 
– The Orioles boys bas-– The Orioles boys bas-
ketball team is head for ketball team is head for 
it season opener against it season opener against 
Westfield on Friday, Dec. Westfield on Friday, Dec. 
8 at 7 p.m. after having 8 at 7 p.m. after having 
a 13-8 season in 2022-a 13-8 season in 2022-
2023. The Orioles will be 2023. The Orioles will be 
looking to make the state looking to make the state 
tournament for the third tournament for the third 
straight season.straight season.

TURLEY PHOTO  BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Tomasz Ludkiewicz of Granby receives the Jimmie Downie award.

Please see AWARDS, page 12
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Belchertown High School
   
BOYS BASKETBALL
Friday, Dec. 8 Away Westfield 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 11 Home Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14 Home Baystate Acad. 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 18 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Away Hoosac 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Away Granby 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Home Smith Academy 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away South Hadley 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Away Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11 Away Baystate Acad. 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Home Hoosac 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Home South Hadley 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30 Away Palmer 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 2 Home Tantasqua 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 5 Home Agawam 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8 Away E. Longmeadow 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 10 Home Malden 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Away Quabbin 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL  
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Home Pope Francis 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Away Mt. Greylock 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Away Agawam 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Home Minnechaug 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 3 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Away Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Away Pope Francis 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Home Mt. Greylock 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Home Hampshire 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18 Away Agawam 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Away Drury 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25 Home Monument Mtn. 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Away South Hadley 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30 Home Frontier 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 7 Home Drury 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 12 Home Chicopee Comp 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Away Quabbin 5:30 p.m.

ICE HOCKEY
Friday, Dec. 8 Home Greenfield 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 9 Home Easthampton 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Away McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 Away Minnechaug 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 23 Away Greenfield 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Away Oakmont 5 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28 Away E. Longmeadow 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 30 Away Southwick 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Home West Springfield 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Away Westfield 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Home Longmeadow 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Home McCann Tech 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 3 Home Southwick 8:30 p.m.

BOYS AND GIRLS SWIMMING 
Friday, Dec. 8 Away Palmer 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Home Hampden Charter 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Home West Springfield 4 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Away Amherst 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Home Northampton 4 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away East Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Home Westfield 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Away Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Home Minnechaug 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Home Agawam 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Away Chicopee Comp 4 p.m.

Granby High School
BOYS BASKETBALL  
Monday, Dec. 11 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 Home Hopkins 11 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 18 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Away Palmer 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Home Belchertown 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Home Gardner 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Home Monson 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Home Ware 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Away Renaissance 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Away Monson 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 31 Away Baystate Academy 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 5 Away Hoosac 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 7 Away South Hadley 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Home Duggan 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14 Home Mt. Everett 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 Home Hopkins 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Home Ware 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22 Away Renaissance 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Away Ludlow 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 15 Away Lee 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan 18 Away Mt. Everett 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25 Home Baystate Academy 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Home McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 1 Home Ludlow 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 5 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8 Home Lee 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 12 Away Smith Academy 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 14 Home Hampshire 7 p.m.

ICE HOCKEY (CO-OP)  
Saturday, Dec. 9 Away Southwick 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 Home Easthampton 5 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 18 Away Amherst 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away Apponequet 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 23 Away Agawam 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Home Chicopee Holiday  7 p.m.
  Tournament
Thursday, Dec. 28 Home Chicopee Holiday  TBD
  Tournament 
Saturday, Dec. 30 Away Taconic 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 3 Home Ludlow 4 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 6 Away Saint Paul 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13 Away Fitchburg 1 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 15 Home Taconic 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Home Amherst 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Home Agawam 4 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 28 Home Peabody 1 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 3 Home Oakmont 5 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8 Away Ludlow 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 10 Away Gardner 1 p.m.

WRESTLING   
Saturday, Dec. 9 Home Quad-Meet 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Away SICS 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away Smith Vocational 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22 Away West Springfield 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Away Athol 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Home Mahar 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Home Team Tournament 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Home Franklin Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27 Away East Hartford 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 31 Home Northampton 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 3 Away Marlborough 10 a.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Thursday, Dec. 7 Away PV Christian 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 11 Away Mt. Everett 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Home Ludlow 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Away Gateway 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Home Smith Vocational 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Away Hampden Charter 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Home PVCIC 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Away St. Mary’s 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18 Home PV Christian 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Away Duggan 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Away Monson 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Home Gateway 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 1 Away Smith Vocational 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 5 Home Hampden Charter 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8 Away PVCIC 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Home St. Mary’s 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL  
Monday, Dec. 11 Away Baystate Academy 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14 Home Duggan 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Away Smith Academy 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Away Gateway 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 27 Home Mohawk 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away St. Mary’s 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Home Westfield Tech. 5:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Home Hampden Charter 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11 Away Sci-Tech 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Home Hampden Charter 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Away PVCIC 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Away Duggan 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25 Home Smith Academy 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30 Home Gateway 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6 Home St. Mary’s 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 9 Away Hampden Charter 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Home Sci-Tech 5 p.m.

WRESTLING   
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Away Smith Vocational 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Home Frontier 6:45 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Away Northampton 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 3 Away Mohawk 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away Gateway 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Away Granby 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away Duggan 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 31 Away Mahar 7 p.m.

2023-2024 Winter2023-2024 Winter  VarsityVarsity  SCHEDULESCHEDULE

Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical High School

led his team with 11 assists this past fall. “We weren’t able 
to win any banners this year, but this is a nice way to cap 
off my high school soccer career.”

Sanderson, who missed his junior season due to an inju-
ry, also scored 11 goals as a senior. 

“Riley has an outstanding right foot, and he could’ve 
taken a lot more shots on goal for us, but he would always 
pass the ball to one of his teammates,” Wilson said. “He 
always plays the game very hard and I’m very proud of 
him.”

Junior Evan Costa led the Pioneers with 34 goals.
The Pioneers, who qualified for the vocational, Western 

Mass. Class C. and Division 5 state tournaments, finished 
the 2023 campaign with a 15-5 overall record.

The only other boys’ soccer player from Pathfinder Tech 
to receive the MVP award was Josh Sikorski in 2010.

Minnechaug senior Kylie Ray received the John Kalloch 
Award (Girls Large School MVP award).

“This is a very special award, especially from the refer-
ee’s association,” said Ray, who’ll be playing college soc-
cer at Seton Hall University next year. “I was teammates 
with Reighan Demers, who received this award last year. 
It’s nice to join her and the other previous MVP award 
winners from Minnechaug.”  

Ray is the seventh Minnechaug girls’ soccer player 
coached by Nundi Goncalves to be selected for the MVP 
award since 2005.

“I’ve been fortunate to coach many talented soccer 
players at Minnechaug,” Goncalves said. “Kylie is one of 
them.”   

The Lady Falcons, who qualified for the Western Mass. 
and state tournaments, finished their season with a 13-5-2 
overall record.

Pope Francis senior Isabella Meadows, who didn’t 
attend the banquet, received the Robert C. Smith/ Stan 
Berntowicz Award (Girls Small School MVP award). 

Minnechaug Regional also received the Bob McIntyre 
Sportsmanship Award (Girls Large School). 

The Lady Falcons have only received two yellow cards 
during the past two seasons.

“It always feels good when your teams gets recognized 
for doing something well,” said Minnechaug sophomore 
Ava Kearney. “Coach Goncalves never wants us to get a 
yellow card during the game.” 

Palmer High School received the John Kurty/Benny 
Santos Sportsmanship Award (Girls Small School)

“It feels very nice to receive the sportsmanship award 
from the referees,” said Palmer senior Grace Burke. 
“We’re always very respectful to the referees and to our 
opponents.” 

Burke attended the banquet with teammates Nyela 
Dupre, Vaness Baer, and Jordan Bigda, who are also mem-
bers of the senior class. 

It was the first time that the Palmer girls’ soccer team 
has received the sportsmanship award.     

“I was very surprised when I was informed that my soc-
cer team has been selected for the sportsmanship award,” 
said Palmer head coach Celso Sandoval. “We only had a 
couple of yellow cards this season and I’m very happy that 
the soccer officials recognized us. We had a great season 
and I’m looking forward to doing it all over again next 
year.”   

The Lady Panthers (12-8-1) defeated Granby,3-1, in the 
Western Mass. Class D finals. 

The Pathfinder boys’ squad, which co-ops with Palmer, 
received the Carl Erickson Sportsmanship Award (Boys 
Small School).

The Bruno Rumpal Sportsmanship Award (Boys Large 
School) was given to Westfield High School.   

The MISOA PVSOA inductee is Alex Goncalves, who’s 
from Ludlow.

The Paul Bogan Service Award was given to Peter 
Manolakis, who’s from Wilbraham. 

The Jimmie Downie Award recipient is Tomasz 
Ludkiewicz, who lives in Granby.

The Larry E, Briggs Award winner is John Voight, 
who currently lives in East Longmeadow, but grew up in 
Hampden. He graduated from Minnechaug Regional. 

Former Ludlow girls’ varsity soccer coach Jose 
Anselmo, along with Chris and Diane Kolodziey, who do 
an outstanding job of running the Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League, received Letters of Commendations.

The association is always looking for new referees.

AWARDS from page 11

TURLEY PHOTO  BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Pathfinder’s Riley Sanderson was the Small School MVP.
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  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

 www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

Chemical Guys Chemical Guys 
Complete 11 pc.Complete 11 pc.
Car Wash & Car Wash & 
Detailing Shine KitDetailing Shine Kit

$3999
/each

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

St. in Palmer went off right side of the 
road then hit the mailbox. Believed it was 
involved in another call. 

Thursday, Nov. 23
12:26 a.m. – An officer took a call from 

a resident who wanted to their call stolen. 
Then they hung up the phone arrived on 
scene and was already with a male party. 
They refused to give their name. the man 
said the woman allowed to use the vehicle 
and she declined to pursuit further. 

6:02 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Bay Road. A vehicle traveling 
east on Bay Road struck a bear that entered 
the roadway. The vehicle was unable to 
stop in time. It was unknown if the bear 
was okay. The vehicle was able to be driv-
en from the scene. No injuries were report-
ed. 

Friday, Nov. 24
5:52 p.m. – An officer responded to a 

possible hit and run at a Federal St. busi-
ness. A male person was in the roadway 
and a vehicle pulled over to see if the 
person was okay. The person got up and 
returned to the side of the road. The officer 
responded to the area and saw the person 
fitting the description. They spoke with the 
person and the person declined transporta-
tion. The person was allegedly struck by a 
vehicle. The matter was forwarded to the 
detective bureau for further investigation.

Saturday, Nov. 25
12 a.m. – An officer spoke with per-

son about questions about a pre-existing 
restraining order. 

5:29 a.m. – An officer responded to a 
residence for a report of a breaking and 
entering incident that occurred overnight. 
The officer was met by the owners and 
took a report of a street bike that was listed 
on Facebook marketplace. A month prior 
there was suspicious activities in the area. 
The bike was stolen during the evening. 
The bicycle was reported as stolen. 

11:30 a.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Main St. A vehicle traveling 
south in a parking lot off Main St. when a 
second vehicle struck the first’s back pas-
senger side. No injuries were reported and 
no tow was necessary. 

6:02 p.m. – An officer received a wal-
let with various cards found at a George 
Hannum Road business. Multiple attempts 
were made to contact the owner. The owner 
came to station to retrieve said wallet. 

Sunday, Nov. 26
1:24 p.m. – An officer responded to a 

residence for an accidental shooting. The 
person accidently shot themselves in right 
upper leg. Belchertown fire and paramedics 
attended to the person who was transported 
to the hospital. The resident said they got a 
new holster, and this caused the gun to go 
off. The person sustained non-life-threaten-
ing injuries.

4:30 p.m. – Officers and Belchertown 
Fire and paramedics responded to assist a 
person during a mental health crisis. 

Monday, Nov. 27
8:55 a.m. – An officer took a report of 

fraud. A resident seeking to partake in a 
local craft fair spoke with a person who 
said they could buy a table at a local fair. 
The resident gave them their information 
and money. The person then realized they 
were scammed and quickly called their 
bank to stop the transaction. The craft 
fair was a scam. The bank personnel told 
the person they would be able to get the 
transaction stopped with a fee. The matter 
would be investigated and a police report 
was necessary. 

6:58 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
report of an erratic operator swerving in 
the roadway coming from Granby into 
Belchertown. The officer observed the 
vehicle matching the description drive by 
their location and saw it swerving in the 
lane. The person was pulled over and the 
operator was identified. Based on a field 
sobriety test, it was found the person was 
driving while impaired. The vehicle was 
towed, and the person got a ride. 

Tuesday, Nov. 28 
2:17 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on State St. A vehicle struck a 
deer in the area of the Eastern Hampshire 
District Court. The deer was euthanized 
on scene. No injuries were reported and no 
tow was necessary. 

10:54 a.m. – An officer investigated a 
report of a 209A violation.

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 260 calls for the 
week of Nov. 10 through Nov. 30. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all informa-
tion.

Monday, Nov. 13
9:21 a.m. – A motorist reported a minor 

two-car accident. Granby Police responded. 
There were no injuries. An accident report 
was completed.

 
Wednesday, Nov. 15

1:07 p.m. – A resident reported receiving 
a phone call regarding shutting his electric-
ity off if they did not pay with gift cards. 
The caller knew it was a scam and wanted 
the department to know.

5:09 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-
car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries. An acci-
dent report was completed.

 
Thursday, Nov. 16

2:05 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-
car accident with airbag deployment. 
Granby Police and Fire responded. There 
were no injuries. An accident report was 
completed.

3:46 p.m. – A motorist reported a minor 
two-car accident in the parking lot. Granby 
Police responded. There were no injuries. 
An accident report was completed.

 
Friday, Nov. 17

5:06 p.m. – A motorist flagged down an 
officer to report that they had just struck a 
deer with their vehicle. There were no inju-
ries, and an accident report was completed.

 
Saturday, Nov. 18 

5:23 p.m. – A motorist reported that they 
had just struck a deer with their vehicle. 
There were no injuries, and an accident 
report was completed.

 
Tuesday, Nov. 21

7:01 a.m. – Motorists reported a two-car 
accident. Granby Police and Fire respond-
ed. One operator was transported to the 
hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. 
An accident report was completed.

10:32 a.m. – A motorist reported a dis-
abled vehicle at this location. The tire fell 
off the vehicle, causing it to be disabled 
and damaged. An officer responded the 
vehicle was towed, and an accident report 
was completed.

 
Wednesday, Nov. 22

6:49 a.m. – A motorist reported that a 
utility pole appeared to be leaning toward 
the roadway on Porter St. near Easton. 
National Grid was notified.

5:11 p.m. – Several motorists reported a 
three-car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries, and an 
accident report was completed.

 
Thursday, Nov. 23

7:47 p.m. – A motorist stopped at the 
station to report that they had just struck a 
deer in front of the public safety complex. 
There were no injuries, and an accident 
report was completed.

Saturday, Nov. 25
10:50 p.m. – A motorist reported that a 

vehicle struck a deer. There were no inju-
ries. An officer responded and completed 
an accident report.

Monday, Nov. 27
7:38 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

performed a random license plate query 
and discovered that the vehicle had not 
been inspected since 2019. The vehicle 
was stopped and it was discovered that the 
operator had a suspended license and an 
active warrant for their arrest. The operator 
was placed under arrest.

7:46 p.m. – Sarah Karriker, 46, of 68 
Montgomery St., Springfield, was placed 
under arrest due to an active arrest war-
rant, operating a vehicle with a suspended 
license, and failure to inspect.

Tuesday, Nov. 28
5:41 p.m. – A motorist reported striking 

a deer. There were no injuries and an acci-
dent report was completed.

Wednesday, Nov. 29 
5:35 p.m. – Two motorists reported strik-

ing the same deer on Amherst St. There 
were no injuries. An accident report was 
completed.

Thursday, Nov. 30 
9:29 p.m. – A customer reported that a 

vehicle hit a safety bollard in front of the 
main entrance to Cumberland Farms twice. 
Officers responded and after an investiga-
tion placed the operator under arrest.

9:48 p.m. – Roland Monfette, 65, of 
Granby, was placed under arrest for oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of alcohol, second offense.

POLICE from page 7
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN/
FIELD INSPECTOR

EMERGENCY DISPATCHERS

The Town of Wilbraham is now hiring! 
For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov. EOE.  Open until filled.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WEST WARREN: 1 BR., off street 
parking, first and last required. 774-
922-0529.

SERVICESSERVICES REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Classified 
Advertising

DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

TA
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 
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 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
4133236664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413
3231122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 
4133236012. Great cuts for 
men and women $17.00. A full 
service hair salon. Open Tue
Sat., evening hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 4133239611, 
8008949591. Fax 413
3236117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  Sou th  Wh i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 2537358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E  C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Sche duling appointments 
Mon dayFriday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 4133239966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
4132834395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
4132534867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

Apex Homecare has immediate Openings 
in Belchertown, Granby, 

Ludlow, Hadley and Amherst.
Hiring experienced CNA’s, HHA’s and training new staff 

looking for a career in Home Care.
Also, online training in your own home at your own pace. 

https://mahomecaretraining.org
Hourly rates range $17.00 to $22.00.

Work Close to Home! Mother’s Hours Available!
Great for Retirees Looking to Supplement Their Income.

Apply:
Apexcares.com

Call 413-746-4663

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5
Happy Holidays!

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. Salt
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. It begins with them
 17. A way to compare
 19. Governmentt 

lawyer
 20. Back parts
 22. 8th month (abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex machina
 26. Satisfies
 28. Quebec river
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular pickup 

truck
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid material
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. German founder of 

psychology
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic

 44. A “place” to avoid
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Canadian politician 

Josephine
 48. French ballet/

acting dynasty
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom
 55. Sound
 56. Yankees’ slugger 

Judge
 58. Dickens character
 59. More wise
 60. Flash memory 

card
 61. Exposing human 

vice or folly to 
ridicule

 64. Atomic #79
 65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl
 70. Preliminary 

assessment of 
patients

CLUES DOWN
   1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Craft supply
  4. Storage units
  5. Investment vehicle
  6. Colorado Heisman 

winner
  7. In a way, sank
  8. Post-birth brain 

damage (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. The opposite of 

yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Messianic in 

Islamic eschatology
 15. Showing since 

conviction
 18. Not safe
 21. The number above 

the line in a fraction
 24. Yard invader
 26. Pouch
 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start anew
  32. While white or 

yellow flower
 35. Fourteen
 37. Graphical user 

interface
 38. Up-to-date on the 

news
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch softly
 43. “Boardwalk 

Empire” actress 
Gretchen

 46. Violent seizure of 
property

 47. One who supports 
the Pope

 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. Phony person
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central 

Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. Draw from
 63. Automobile
 66. Man
 68. Legal bigwig 

(abbr.)

Crossword Puzzle
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Holiday gatherings are starting up, which means it’s time to prevent the spread of germs by getting vaccinated! 
The Flu and Covid vaccines are safe and eective for ages six months and older, and can help protect you from serious illness. 

Healthy Quaboag is here to remind you to take care of yourself and those around you by getting vaccinated ahead of the holiday season, because YOU MATTER! 
Find vaccines near you at www.healthyquaboag.org/rural-vaccine-equality-initiative-rvei/

Go to www.healthyquaboag.org to find vaccines near you.

TOWNS SERVED BY HEALTHY QUABOAG:
Barre | Belchertown | Brimfield | Brookfield | East Brookfield | Hardwick | Holland | Ludlow | Monson 
New Braintree | North Brookfield | Palmer | Spencer | Wales | Ware | Warren | West Brookfield | Wilbraham LEARN MOREfacebook.com/healthyquaboag

This holiday season, protect yourself and
your loved ones from COVID & the FLU!

Holiday gatherings are starting up, which means it’s time to prevent the spread of germs by getting vaccinated! 
The Flu and Covid vaccines are safe and eective for ages six months and older, and can help protect you from serious illness. 

Healthy Quaboag is here to remind you to take care of yourself and those around you by getting vaccinated ahead of the holiday season, because YOU MATTER! 
Find vaccines near you at www.healthyquaboag.org/rural-vaccine-equality-initiative-rvei/

Go to www.healthyquaboag.org to find vaccines near you.

TOWNS SERVED BY HEALTHY QUABOAG:
Barre | Belchertown | Brimfield | Brookfield | East Brookfield | Hardwick | Holland | Ludlow | Monson 
New Braintree | North Brookfield | Palmer | Spencer | Wales | Ware | Warren | West Brookfield | Wilbraham LEARN MOREfacebook.com/healthyquaboag

This holiday season, protect yourself and
your loved ones from COVID & the FLU!

NEED EXTRA CA$H FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

WE BUYWE BUY  GoldGold

704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/23

Dear Patients,

It has been a true pleasure and an honor to provide Eye Care 
to so many people in Palmer and surrounding areas throughout my career. 

I will be retiring February 15, 2024 after 44 years 
and will no longer be providing eye care after that date. 

Quabbin Valley Eye Care is in the process of interviewing new provider 
candidates, and will notify patients once exam schedules are available.

All patients records will be maintained by Quabbin Valley Eye Care 
1448 North Main Street, Palmer MA 01069, 

and a copy of your records will be available within 30 days. 
A record release form is available to you from our office if requested.

In the interim Ludlow Eye Associates at Maple Tree Square, Ludlow MA 
(413-583-3600) has agreed to provide necessary services.

Contact lens exams with a current eyeglass prescription, materials and 
optical services are still available at QVEC with our licensed Optician.

I wish you all the best for your future health and happiness.

Sincerely,
Dr. Gary Wolf

Optometrist

WORCESTER  – The Railers 
played a spirited game here 
Friday night but it had a dispirit-
ing result, another loss on home 
ice.

Worcester was beaten by the 
Norfolk Admirals, 5-2, with the 
last opposing goal coming into 
an empty net. The Railers had a 
40-29 edge in shots on goal and 
had leads of 1-0 and 2-1 they 
could not protect as the Admirals 
scored four goals in the third peri-
od.

The difference was special 
teams. Norfolk converted three of 
nine power plays while Worcester 
was 0 for 6.

Referee Austin O’Rourke was 
unusually busy, calling 21 minor 
penalties. Some of them were 
double minors for roughing that, 

a few years ago, would have been 
fighting majors.

Nowadays, if a player has a 
pulse after engaging in a bout, the 
penalty is roughing, not fighting.

There was plenty of rough-
ing. Seven of those penalties 
were called and Railers’ rook-
ies Artyom Kulakov and Riley 
Piercey were both involved in 
some serious jousting.

To no avail, as it turned out.
Worcester got goals from 

Ashton Calder and Keegan 
Howdeshell. Norfolk was paced 
by Carson Golder’s two goals. 
Simon Kubicek, Danny Katic 
and Mathieu Roy had the other 
Admirals goals.

Calder’s goal was his 10th of 
the season. It came in Worcester’s 
19th game. The last Railer to 

score 10 goals in the first 20 
games of the season was Jordan 
Smotherman, who did it at the 
beginning of the 2021-22 cam-
paign.

The Railers were constantly 
thwarted by Norfolk goaltender 
Thomas Milic, who had 38 saves. 
A lot of them were good ones. 
Worcester had reams of good 
chances that wound up with shots 
on net, but only two shots in net.

Calder put Worcester ahead at 
11:44 of the first period by beat-
ing Milic with a quick wrist shot 
from between the circles. The 
Railers were still ahead, 1-0, with 
the game more than half over but 
the Admirals changed that with 
their first power play goal.

Kubicek got it at 15:06 of the 
second period. He drilled a low 

slap shot through 
traffic and past 
g o a l i e  Tr i s t a n 
Lennox for his third 
of the season.

Worcester respond-
ed well, though, and 
retook the lead before the 
period was over. Howdeshell 
got his second of the year at 17:38 
via a snap shot from about 20 
feet out. He was set up by a fine 
pass from the right wing by Joey 
Cipollone.

Norfolk regained the momen-
tum early in the third period, 
however, with two goals just 52 
seconds apart, both by Golder, 
both on the power play. The first 
one was a rebound at 3:54, the 
second a tap in from just outside 
the crease at 4:42.

The  fi r s t 
power  p lay 

c a m e  w i t h 
Jake Pivonka 
in the penalty 
box for high 
s t icking.  The 

second happened 
when Worcester was 

called for two roughings, 
Norfolk one, on the same alter-
cation.

Piercey was involved at the 
beginning then Connor Welsh 
wound up getting a minor as well.

The Railers had power play 
chances after that and eventually 
pulled Lennox but could not beat 
Milic. In those final 20 minutes, 
Worcester had 14 shots on net and 
no goals. Norfolk had eight shots 
and four goals.

Worcester Railers fall in physical battle


