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BELCHERTOWN – The 
holidays have arrived, and with 
the season comes a time to 
get together with family and 
friends and drink some cocoa. 

For the past seven years, the 
Winter Light Nights have come 
back every year, and heave 

become a special tradition for 
many families. New sponsors 
and ideas come every year, 
making the event unique and 
special every year.

Members of the community 
bunded up on a cold weekend 
to walk around the common, 
Old Town Hall, and across 
the street at Hope United 
Methodist Church, people got 
to make ornaments.

Boy Scout Troop 507, 
4-H clubs see another 
successful season

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The hol-
iday season is a time for giving, 

growing, and beautiful décor, 
and one way to find that perfect 
décor is to look locally. 

E v e r y  w e e k e n d  a f t e r 
Thanksgiving, the Boy Scout 
Troop 507 and the Belchertown 
4-H clubs get together to sell 
wreaths in order to raise money 
for their clubs and activities. 

For the past ten years, they 
have worked together to sell the 
wreaths, standing outside on 

the common, waving signs and 
offering opportunities for people 
to choose how they want their 
wreaths to be decorated. 

The wreaths are purchased 
from Lisa Greene, owner of 
Beach Plum Flower Shop in 
Newburyport, and she also 
donates supplies and ribbons in 
order to put the wreaths together. 

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

B E L C H E R T O W N —
In a four-to-one vote, the 
Selectboard approved reallo-
cating American Rescue Plan 
Act funds to two projects: the 
town hall elevator repairs and 
a ventilation system for the 
highway garage. 

S e l e c t b o a r d  m e m -
ber Nicole Miner was the 
descending vote. 

With little ARPA funds 
left, Town Manager Steve 
Williams proposed reallocat-
ing unused funds and remain-
ing money from complet-
ed projects to fund the two 
proposed, as the deadline to 
spend the funds approaches 
the end of the year.

The approved reallocations 
are as follows:

$12,085.25 from contin-
gency funds for the elevator 
repair project

2 cents from the web 
design project to the highway 
garage ventilation project

$502.60 from contingency 

Selectboard 
reallocates 
ARPA funds

The tree lit up with bright lights, and the common shining in the night. 

Christmas wreaths sell out in five hours

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The Christmas 
season has arrived, and with it 
comes all the people we think 
of to buy gifts for, but what to 
get them, may not be as easy 
to figure out. 

Trying to find the right gift 
doesn’t have to be a struggle, 
however, especially when it 
comes to finding a gift with 
a personal touch, and a craft 

fair is the perfect spot to find 
something like that. 

From crocheted stuffies to 
beautiful ceramic bowls and 
cups, to cutting boards, paint-
ings, jewelry, and even bird 
feeders, there is no limit to 
what you can find for that spe-
cial someone.

An even better way is to 
support a good cause while 
you do your shopping, and the 
Granby Auxiliary has been 

Craft fair offers 
options for gift givers

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
The group of boy scouts from Troop 507, and members of 4-H clubs together with some of the wreaths 
they sold, selling out in just five hours.

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Judy LaPlante and Donna Pike with their joint small business, D & 
J Country Crafts.

Belchertown lights up the common
lights andlights and holiday funholiday fun with

Please see WREATHS, page 7

Please see FAIR, page 16

Please see WINTER LIGHTS, page 8

Please see FUNDS, page 7
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural Pruning
■ 

Crane 
Service

■ 
Storm 

Damage
■ 

Stump 
Grinding

■ 
Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

Happy Holidays from all of us at 
DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Maureen McGarrett Hall  
REALTOR® MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing

On the 12th day of Christmas, my Real Estate Agent gave to me...
12 Dreams Come True
11 Perfect Listings
10 Staging Secrets
9 Tours of Homes

8 Price Negotiations
7 Paperwork Eases
6 Stress-Free Moves
5 Golden Deals

4 Cozy Bedrooms
3 Bath Retreats
2 Car Garages

...And a Warm Welcome 
             to My New Home!

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – There 
are many farms scattered around 
Belchertown and the neighbor-
ing communities, and each one 
is unique in its features, con-
tents, and purposes. 

Greene Acre Equestr ian 
Center, located right off of 
Route 9, is filled with 35 horses, 
2 pigs, a couple dogs, and a lit-
tle herd of goats. 

The center offers riding les-
sons, and you can lease horses 
to ride, and even offers board-
ing. 

The center began teaching 
riding lessons in 2007, and it 

has only grown since,
The horses on the farm are 

a mix of rescues, purchases, 
and some foals have been born 
to the mares, growing up right 
there with their mother and the 
rest of the herd. 

“[My favorite part is] watch-
ing people learn and be confi-
dent in themselves,” said owner 

Amanda Hodgen. 
She began to offer some spe-

cial courses and “horseman-
ship days” like the one offered 
this past Black Friday, in order 
to increase kids’ education on 
horses, and the care of them, as 
well as their riding ability. 

The special Black Friday day 
featured a fun craft for kids, as 

well as an opportunity for them 
to learn about horses, as well as 
how to take care of them. 

This included basic riding 
skills, horse management and 
safety, cleaning them, giving 
them hay, and saddling them. 

The classes on the farm range 
from ages three to adult, and 
over both English and Western, 
as well as a little bit of driving, 
and limited jumping lessons. 

“My favorite part about it is 
watching kids play outside and 
get off the electronics for a few 
hours,” said Hodgen. 

Horsemanship sessions are 
offered during most school 
vacations, and usually last about 
four weeks during the summer, 
with a maximum group of fif-
teen kids at a time. 

“We are a family-orientated 
farm who concentrates on the 
safety and happiness of the kids 
and the horses,” Hodgen said. 

“This place is truly home,” 
said Danielle Cochran, who 
comes to the farm to take class-
es with her family. “I get to 
come here and just unwind from 
the long day. It’s so therapeu-
tic.” 

Greene Acre Equestr ian 
Center is a wonderful part of 
our community, and there is 
only peace to be found there, 
with friendly dogs to pet, and 
horses to ride, there is no better 
way to spend your time.

Equestrian center shares the love of horses with community

The family who runs Greene Acre Farm: (left to right) Ava Briner, 
Lauren Souza, David Souza, George Souza, Amanda Hodgen, Steven 
Souza. 

Lauren Souza 
posing for a 

photo on the 
lovable little pony, 

Bentley. 

The barn set up with stalls for the horses while the girls get the horses 
cleaned and saddled for riding or resting. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
The open ring where students can ride horses and learn riding skills. 
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OPEN HOUSE 
Stop by and visit  

Christopher Heights of Belchertown 
We’d love to meet you and your family!  

Or call for a private tour  (413)-323-5500 

on 

Wednesday, December 11, 2024 

4-7PM

99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 

OPEN HOUSE 
Stop by and visit  

Christopher Heights of Belchertown 
We’d love to meet you and your family!  

Or call for a private tour  (413)-323-5500 

on 

Wednesday, December 11, 2024 

4-7PM

99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2023

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

PALMER— There is a new mural 
greeting pediatric patients and their fam-
ilies in the Emergency Department at 
Baystate Wing Hospital. It is a creation 
and gift from eight art students from 
Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical 
High School. The mural, which took the 
students three days to complete in the 
ED, was developed in phases over the 
past few months while working under the 
creative leadership of Darlene Henshaw, 
the studio art teacher at Pathfinder Tech.

“The request from the pediatric 
care team in the ED first came to us 
in 2023 when our Pathfinder Tech Art 
Department was asked to create and 
paint murals on the walls of the treatment 
room dedicated to the care of pediatric 
patients,” said Henshaw. “The planning 
and painting of the mural was finally 

completed this October, following a 
lengthy pandemic-related delay.”

“Our students heard directly from 
the people working in the Emergency 
Department, which was very valuable for 
this learning experience,” said Henshaw. 
“Following my meeting with the ED 
team, our students came together after 
school every Tuesday and Thursday to 
develop the concept, ‘Landscape with 
Hidden Creatures,’ sketch the images, 
then paint canvas panel prototypes to 
ensure that their visions would work on 
a much larger scale on the four walls of 
the room. I wanted their vision to come 
through, and I had faith in all of them. 
These eight students took the ball and ran 
with it.”

“Visiting the Emergency Department 
can be scary for children and parents 

alike,” said Dr. James Munger, associ-
ate chief of emergency medicine and 
pediatric emergency care coordina-
tor.  “Families bringing a child to the 
Emergency Department often face a mix 
of emotions including anxiety, and uncer-
tainty, coupled with the stress of navi-
gating an unfamiliar environment. The 
bright colors and friendly animal charac-
ters help to lift the mood of children and 
parents in a tough situation. We are grate-
ful to the Pathfinder Tech students and 
teachers for sharing their talents with us.”

In addition to helping with supplies 
to paint the mural, a generous gift from 
the Baystate Health Foundation has also 
allowed the ED team to purchase items 
for a treasure box for children, so as they 
leave the ED, they can take home a prize 
from the BWH care team. The funds have 
also helped to purchase toys and games 

for children to use if they must wait for a 
procedure or test result.

“Life experiences are the best teach-
ers - those three days painting the mural 
in the Emergency Department and the 
creative work, collaboration, and student 
friendships developed that led up to com-
pleting this community project will be 
a memory cemented in the minds and 
hearts of these students forever,” said 
Henshaw.

“We are so incredibly honored and 
thankful to these special Pathfinder Tech 
student artists for sharing their talents, 
imagination, and most importantly for 
bringing comfort to our smallest patients 
and their families,” said Karli Barrett, 
president, and chief operating officer for 
Baystate Wing Hospital. “This healing 
environment will greatly enhance the care 
our ED team provides.” 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
From the left to right: Ryleigh LaRocque, Mya Welch, Kayla Bingle, Trish Murdock, Mason Cardin, Evelyn Shilosky, Jameson Sterner, Darlene Henshaw, Art Teacher, Not pictured: 
Blair Shown.

Emergency Department recognizes students for mural

LUDLOW—The first church in 
Ludlow, located at 859 Center Street, 
will be opening their Christmas shop 
on Friday, December 6th and Saturday, 
Dec. 7, and Friday, Dec. 13 and 
Saturday, Dec. 14 from 9 a.m. until 12 
p.m. There will be assorted Christmas 
items along with knitted, crochet, quilted 

items, and several home- made crafts.
The Humming bird shop will be open 

with an assorted fabrics and yarns for at 
reduced prices and the book store will 
also be open that is filled with some of 
your favorite authors along with a selec-
tion of children books at fabulous prices.

Stop by and see what we have to offer.

First Church opens Christmas Shop for two weeks
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

HOLIDAY FRESH 
Evergreen Arrangements

HOLIDAY FRESH 
Decorated Boxwood Trees

Spectacular 
Poinsettias

“Not Just Red”
Many Sizes & Colors

Pink, Marbled & White
Fantasy Blue 

Glittered & Glamorous

Holiday 
Christmas Cactus
Classic Long Lasting 

Favorite
Red & Pink Blooms

$12.99

Check Out Our 
Holiday Menus
Gourmet Gift Baskets

Specialty Holiday 
Candy & Foods

Fresh 
Christmas 

Trees
BALSAM & 
FRASER FIR

4ft Tall to 10ft Tall

  6” Pot

December 6th, 7th & 8thDecember 6th, 7th & 8th
Spend $100Spend $100  in Randall’s in Randall’s 

Winter WonderlandWinter Wonderland
GREENHOUSEGREENHOUSE

Receive a $10 CouponReceive a $10 Coupon
Purchase $50Purchase $50

in Randall’s Gift Cardsin Randall’s Gift Cards
Receive a $5Receive a $5  CouponCoupon

Holiday BonusHoliday Bonus
Long WeekendLong Weekend

Deck the Halls withDeck the Halls with
Holiday GreeneryHoliday Greenery

Fresh Balsam 
Wreaths

Beautifully Decorated
Kissing Balls, Swags 
    & Fresh Garlands

Oldies from The Estate

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10am-4:30pm, 
Sat. 10am-2:30pm, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
COINS, COLLECTIONS, 

WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

20% OFF20% OFF
All Furniture
(in stock only) Now thru 12/31/24

Christmas Week Hours:
OPEN on Mon., Dec. 23rd 10am-4:30pm

& Tues., Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th 10am-4pm

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Saturday, December 7
•	 Police Department, Stuff a Cruiser Toy Drive, 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. 

Wednesday December 11
•	 Belchertown Senior Center, Rainbow Social Group, 10 

a.m.
•	 Clapp Memorial Library, Quabbin History Calendar 

Sale and Signing with J.R. Greene, 7 p.m. 
•	 Clapp Memorial Library, Penguin Needle Felting, 5:30 

to 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday December 12
•	 Senior Center Silver Sisterhood, 10 a.m. 
•	 Senior Center’s Annual Holiday Luncheon: Grinchmas 

Party, 10:30 a.m.
•	 Clapp Memorial Library Metalworking Ornament 

Class, 6:30 p.m.

Monday December 16
•	 Belchertown Senior Center Book Club, 10 a.m. 
•	 Clapp Memorial Library, Penguin Needle Felting, 2:30 

to 5:30 p.m. 
•	 Clapp Memorial Library, Belchertown Community 

Bell Choir, 7 p.m. 

Tuesday December 17
•	 Clapp Memorial Library, The State School at 

Christmas, 7 p.m.
Wednesday December 18

•	 Senior Center and Clapp Memorial Library’s Holiday 
Sing-A-Long, 10 a.m.

Thursday December 19
•	 Belchertown High School Winter Pops Concert, 7 to 9 

p.m. 

Friday December 20
•	 Free Food Friday at Clapp Memorial Library. 2 p.m. 

Tuesday December 24
•	 Christmas Eve: All Offices Closed 

Wednesday December 25
•	 Christmas Day: All Offices Closed

Monday December 30
•	 Clapp Memorial Library, Penguin Needle Felting Teen 

Session, 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
•	 Clapp Memorial Library, Good Morning Farm 

Animals with Ruth Sanderson, 6 p.m.

Tuesday December 31
•	 New Year’s Eve: Christmas Eve 

Belchertown

Holidayy & December Events
Friday December 6

•	 East Meadow, Granby PTO Ice Cream with Santa, 
6 to 8 p.m. 

Saturday December 7
•	 Library Annual Knit and Basket Sale and Hot 

Cocoa Bar, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
•	 Granby United Church of Christ’s Jingle Bell 

Bazaar, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
•	 Granby Historical Association Wonders of 

Christmas, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
•	 Library’s Oh Snap! Gingerbread on the Loose 

Scavenger Hunt: 4th Annual Town-Wide Scavenger 
Hunt (First Day)

Sunday December 8
•	 Granby Historical Association Wonders of 

Christmas, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Thursday December 12 
•	 Selectboard Holiday Luncheon, take out at 11:30 

a.m., and served at 12 p.m.

Saturday December 14
•	 Granby Historical Association Wonders of 

Christmas, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
•	 Granby United Church of Christ’s Living Nativity, 

5:30 p.m. 

Sunday December 15
•	 Granby Historical Association Wonders of 

Christmas, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Saturday December 21
•	 Library’s Oh Snap! Gingerbread on the Loose 

Scavenger Hunt: 4th Annual Town-Wide Scavenger 
Hunt (Last Day)

Tuesday December 24
•	 Christmas Eve: All Offices Closed 

Wednesday December 25
•	 Christmas Day: All Offices Closed

Tuesday December 31
•	 New Year’s Eve: Christmas Eve 

Granby

Winter craft fair in 
Palmer on Dec. 7

PALMER—Winter craft fair to be held on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 at Palmer High School, 4105 Main St., Palmer. 
Where creativity and holiday spirit merge. Wonderful 
unique and handmade treasures for a truly magical season.

For more information contact nlachance5282009@
gmail.com.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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The Sentinel is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393,

Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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@ The Sentinel
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www.sentinel.turley.com
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 
Letters to the edi-

tor should be 350 
words or  less  in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require 
l e t t e r  wr i t e r s  to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions 
deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, def-
amation of character 
and offensive lan-
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by 
the author need to 
cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  
24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069 or via 
email to sentinel@
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print free self-sub-
mitted statements of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the election. All 
candidates running in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. 

Total word count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words maximum. 
Please include a photo. We will not publish 
any statements of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election threshold. To publish 
any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising repre-

sentatives. We also do not allow personal 
attacks against other candidates or political 
parties in statements of candidacy, nor do 
we publish for free any information about 
key endorsements or political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 
250 words from supporters endorsing spe-

cific candidates or discussing campaign 
issues are limited to three total per author 
during the election season. No election let-
ters will appear in the final edition before 
the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

TURLEY ELECTION POLICY 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Am I entitled to more 
Social Security from 
my ex-husbands?

 
Dear Rusty: 
I am 76 years old and a retired high school coun-

selor/teacher. I was married to my first husband 
from 1968 until 1981. He is still living and he 
remarried two more times and, I believe, he is cur-
rently divorced. He is 77 years old. His income was 
always much higher than mine. I was married to my 
second husband from May 1989 until we divorced 
in April 2017. My second husband died in June 
2023. What I wonder is if I am entitled to receive 
Social Security benefits based upon the income of 
either of my ex-husbands? 

Signed: Twice Divorced Spouse 
 
Dear Twice Divorced: 
Divorced spouses are entitled to the same benefits 

as a current spouse if their marriage lasted at least 
10 years which, in both cases, yours did. The other 
caveat is whether your own SS retirement benefit 
is less than you are entitled to from either of your 
ex-husbands. If your own SS retirement benefit is 
less, then you will get an incremental amount on 
top of your own SS retirement to bring your total 
monthly benefit up to your spousal or surviving 
spouse) entitlement.  

 Since your first husband is still living, it is likely 
that your best financial option is to claim a surviv-
ing ex-spouse benefit from your deceased second 
husband. The reason is that survivor benefits from 
husband #2 are based on his actual benefit at his 
death, whereas benefits from a living ex-spouse, 
husband #1, are based upon his full retirement 
amount. In other words, it is likely that 100% of 
deceased husband #2’s benefit at his death is more 
than 50% of living husband #1’s current benefit at 
his Full Retirement Age.  

 It is, of course, possible that 50% of your first 
husband’s FRA entitlement is more than 100% of 
your second husband’s benefit at death, in which 
case your ex-spouse benefit from your first hus-
band could be more. The only way to sort this out 
is to contact Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 
to make an appointment to apply for surviving 
ex-spouse benefits from your deceased second hus-
band. Explain that your first ex-husband is still 
living and that you are unsure of what your benefits 
are as your first husband’s ex-spouse. 

Social Security will be able to determine from 
their records, which one provides you with a high-
er benefit amount, provide each husband’s Social 
Security number when you call. As I said, your best 
financial option will likely be to take your survivor 
benefit from your deceased second ex-husband note, 
however, if your first ex-husband also dies before 
you, you can subsequently file for a survivor benefit 
from him, if that is more than you are getting from 
your second husband’s record. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To submit 
a question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  

Live tabletop Christmas 
trees become year-round 
houseplants

Norfolk Island pines are nearly as pop-
ular as poinsettias this time of year, grac-
ing chain store and supermarket shelves 
just after the Thanksgiving holiday, or 
perhaps soon after Halloween, these days!  

Not sure exactly what they look like? 
Think mini Christmas tree.  

These cute conifers come table top 
ready, predecorated with tiny little orna-
ments and a festive foil sleeve. Most stand 
less than a foot tall, yet the amount of 
holiday cheer the bring to someone who 
otherwise wouldn’t have a Christmas tree 
is immeasurable.

Unlike cut Christmas trees, potted 
Norfolk Island Pines need not be dis-
carded once the holidays have passed. 
Simply take their decorations off and they 
become an easy to maintain houseplant.  

Although they look as if they would be 
hardy to our area, they are not, so don’t 
plan on giving them a spot outdoors come 
springtime, or you’ll lose them with the 
first hard frost of fall. Norfolk Island, 
from which the plant hails, is situated in 
the southern Pacific Ocean, northeast of 
Sydney, Australia – a much warmer cli-
mate indeed!  

The only locations within the United 
States that the Norfolk Island pine is 
hardy are Hawaii, and parts of Florida 
and California. Southern Florida is home 
to many commercial growers of the plant.

It is interesting to note that the Norfolk 
Island pine isn’t a true pine at all. Rather 
it is an evergreen plant with needle-like 
leaves.  

Side branches rise from the main stem 
at wide angles, giving it a symmetrical, 
triangular outline, especially when young. 
In the wild, heights can top off around 
200 feet, with diameters between 9 and 
10 feet. As a houseplant, it is very slow 
growing.  

To keep your Norfolk Island pine look-
ing its best for seasons to come, provide 
it with good quality light- a few feet from 
a south or west facing window is ideal. 
Give it a quarter turn at each watering and 
you will be rewarded with a nice straight 
stem.  

If window space is out of the question, 
it will do okay in a well-lit room as well, 
providing the lights are on for most of the 
day. Temperatures should range between 
60-70 degrees during the day; slightly 
cooler at night.  

It is important that the Norfolk Island 
pine be kept from temps below 50 degrees 
for any length of time or injury may 
occur. Therefore, be sure it is in a bag or 
protective sleeve when you bring it home 
from the store in chilly winter weather.  

Keep its soil moist but not soaking wet. 
Sometimes lower limbs may brown and 

then drop. Age, as well as erratic watering 
can cause this problem. Repot and check 
watering practices.  

Fertilize in the spring, once active 
growth resumes.

Perhaps the most cherished of all tender 
herbs is Rosemary (Rosemarinus officina-
lis), the herb of remembrance. Its needle 
like leaves and fragrant foliage make it a 
wonderful candidate for use as a table top 
Christmas tree!

One of the more common questions 
when people toured Old Sturbridge 
Village’s greenhouse in the off-season, 
was “How do you manage to overwinter 
your rosemaries?  They are some of the 
biggest I’ve ever seen!”  

In a controlled setting such as a green-
house, it’s really not that difficult. Tender 
plants can be given as much sun as 
Mother Nature provides, but with the use 
of thermostats and vents, temperatures 
can be kept to a minimum.  

We set the thermostat at 55 degree 
night temperatures, and vents opened 
when daytime heat reaches seventy. Low 
temperatures like these won’t push the 
plants into growth when winter day length 
and daylight can’t support it. Because of 
this the plants are stocky, not lanky.  

We watered when the soil is dry to the 
touch – sometimes this might be as infre-
quently as twice a week during an over-
cast stretch, or as often as every day if the 
sun is out. For home culture, a sunny but 
cool locale is best.   

For me, it’s my “mudroom!” 
One treat that many gardeners don’t 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Please see GARDEN, page 16
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
12/5/24-12/11/2412/5/24-12/11/24

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
31/40 COUNT

COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ............

$199
lb

lb
$133

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN EDWARDS

TURTLE CREAM PIE 25.1 OZ ......... $599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1499
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 10 LB BAG 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS ........................BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$799
lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$335
lb

$999
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ....................

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .......................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..

$249
lb

$255

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
HORMEL SMOKED HAM ......$299
SLICED IN OUR DELI
PROVOLONE CHEESE .......

$444
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST
RIB END or LOIN END ......$199

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

funds to the highway garage 
ventilation project

$522.66 from the contin-
gency funds to the highway 
garage ventilation project

$157.40 from the technol-
ogy project to the highway 
garage ventilation project

$2,122,92 from the town 
hall parking lot reconstruc-
tion project to the highway 
garage ventilation project

Williams reviewed the 
available funds from the $4 
million the town received. 
The town’s elevator repairs of 
an estimated $158,414 went 
out to bid last week. An elec-
trical estimate of $15,000 is 
needed to secure it, and the 
bid came in at $155,500. 

He said the board would 
need to move about $12,000 
out of the contingency plan, 
which leaves minimal left. 

“What I want to do, if 
you’re in agreement, I would 
like to get the elevator done. 
We’re $12,000 short from our 
original estimates, but at least 
it’s finally workable,” he said. 
“My second priority is to fin-
ish the ventilation system that 
we started and get it properly 
working.”

To get that over the finish 
line, it will cost $2,700. 

Selectboard Miner asked 
Williams how confident he 
was that all the funds for the 
elevator were obligated. He 
said he is quite confident.

“What if something crazy 
happens and we don’t have 
it? What’s the alternative?” 
she said. 

Williams said the only way 
to spend the funds quickly 
would be to fund a state con-
tract project.

“We have to pick up a 
catalog and look at our cap-
ital plan and pick vehicles 
because there are state con-
tracts for vehicles, and we 
could cut an order within 
days,” he said. 

Miner also commented that 
she would rather see funding 
allocated to creative econo-
my spending towards capital 
items needing repair. 

Williams said he was con-
fident that the funds would 
be obligated before the end of 
the year. 

The grants coordinator, 
which the board opted to fund 

the salary for one year, was 
$81,281. Williams told the 
board that a second interview 
was conducted for the posi-
tion on Monday. 

“We’re zeroing in on an 
individual to take that seat,” 
he said. 

The communications man-
ager position, also funded by 
the board, was hired and will 
start on Dec. 16. It will cost 
$40,828. 

T h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
C o m m u n i t y  Te l ev i s i o n 
General Manager position 
must ratify the person’s 
appointment, as it’s a depart-
ment head position. Williams 
suggested doing so at the 
special meeting on Thursday, 
Dec. 5.

Williams said the lakes 
treatment project has a con-
tract and work order request 
so that the funds will be obli-
gated by the end of the week. 

Williams said $97,780 
is for a creative economy 
consultant, Maude Haak-
Frendscho. 

“My conversations with 
her are that we are well on 
our way to having everything 
obligated,” he said. “She is 
aware of the deadlines.”

Selectboard Jen Turner 
said there is $15,000 for a 
cultural district position, a 
branding manager, a pocket 
park project, an event with 
the Amherst Chamber of 
Commerce and others. 

Selectboard Vice Chair 
Lesa Lessard Pearson asked 
Turner to explain the cultural 
district position. 

“It’s to take on and contin-
ue on after her contract ends 
in June,” Turner said. “So, 
this person will overlap the 
work she’s doing to put in the 
application because it will 
be due after she is gone. The 
hope is that we will receive 
the cultural district designa-
tion because that comes with 
money that will continue to 
fund the position.”

Williams said the board 
will need to reappropriate 
$13,587 in reserve funds and 
$157 left in the technology 
budget. 

He said leftover funds from 
the parking lot construction 
would be reallocated to get an 
additional light post installed 
in the parking lot. 

FUNDS, from page 1

The wreath sale wraps up 
the season for the 4-H clubs in 
order to raise money that is car-
ried into the next year to sponsor 
events and more. 

4-H clubs are for kids between 
five and eighteen years old and 
work to teach the basic of home 
economics which is what it was 
originally created for.

Since then, it has expand-
ed into clubs that do robotics, 
babysitting certifications, and 
more.

“[My favorite part is] the 
camaraderie between the Boy 
Scouts of America and the 4-H 
Clubs,” said Erin Thibault, the 
Chair of the Belchertown 4-H 
Council. 

“It’s good for the communi-
ty involvement,” 
said Scout Master 
K e v i n  Z l o g e r. 
“Having the com-
munity  see the 
scouts involved in 
things is a lot of 
fun, and let’s them 
know we’re still 
active.” 

Troop 507 is 
excited to use the 
funds raised by the 
sales to purchase 
food for camping trips, as well 
as reserved spaces and summer 
camps for the troop to go to. 

The wreath sales were priced 
according to what kinds of dec-
orations the people wanted for 
their wreaths. 

The people who came to 
the wreath sale bought all 180 
wreaths from the troop and the 
club, selling out entirely in just 
five hours.

“The support of the commu-
nity means a lot,” said Janet 

Theroux. 
The immediate support of the 

community for the troop and the 
4-H clubs are greatly appreciat-
ed, and they look forward to the 
new year for new opportunities 
and fun. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
One of the wreaths made, with an adorable little 
owl nestled in the branches. 

WREATHS, from page 1

Thursday, Dec. 5
•	 8 a.m. Select Board -2 Dec.
•	 10 a.m. Agriculture Comm. 

- 4 Dec
•	 5 p.m. Select Board - 2 Dec
•	 7 p.m. Agriculture Comm. - 4 

Dec

Friday, Dec. 6
•	 8 a.m. BUCC Handbell Choir 

- 2019 
•	 8:30 a.m. Carols on the 

Common - 2018
•	 7 p.m. BUCC Handbell Choir 

- 2019
•	 7:30 p.m. Carols on the 

Common -2019

Saturday, Dec. 7
•	 8 a.m. Winter Light Night 

2024
•	 8 :30  a .m .  Educa t i ona l 

Crafting with Charlotte - A 
Winter’s Tale

•	 9 a.m. Christmas Shopping in 
Belchertown

•	 4:30 p.m. Winter Light Night 
2024

•	 5 p.m. Educational Crafting 
with Charlotte - A Winter’s 
Tale

•	 5 : 3 0  p . m .  C h r i s t m a s 
Shopping in Belchertown

Sunday, Dec. 8
•	 4:30 pm St. Francis Roman 

Catholic Church
•	 6 p.m. Christ Community 

Church
•	 7  p . m .  H o p e  U n i t e d 

Methodist Church
•	 8:30 p.m. Winter Light Night 

2024

Monday, Dec. 9
•	 8  a . m .  M e m o r i e s  o f 

Be lcher town -  Pau l ing 
Johnson

•	 5  p . m .  M e m o r i e s  o f 
Be lche r town  -  Pau l ine 
Johnson

•	 7 p.m. Conservation Comm.

Tuesday, Dec. 10
•	 8 a.m. Clapp Memorial 

Library - Jeff Snow Concert
•	 9:30 a.m. BHS Jazz Concert 

2024
•	 6 p.m. School Committee - 

Channel 192
•	 7 p.m. Planning Board - 

Channel 191

Wednesday, Dec. 11
•	 8 a.m. Morning Glory Bread - 

more than a bakery
•	 8:30 a.m. BUCC Handbell 

Choir -2024
•	 7 p.m. Board of Health - 

Channel 191

BCTV Schedule for the upcoming week
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The day had plenty of things to do, explore, and 
create. People could find Christmas gifts at the craft 
fair of twenty-two vendors, organized by Heidi 
Brunelle, and more that spilled into the church down 
the street.

The Quabbin Art Association had their own ven-
dor fair, and had craft opportunities for everyone 
who came. Clay Mates also hosted a special orna-
ment making event.

“We’ve continued to add things as time goes 
on,” said Melanie Donovan, a member of the 
Belchertown Cultural Council. 

Handmade lanterns, luminaries, were set up and 
decorated by elementary students to light up the 
common, and third graders from Swift River, fourth 
graders from Chestnut Hill, and the girl scouts sang 
Christmas carols. 

“My favorite part about winter light night is how 
this wonderful community comes together- not only 
on the day of the event but all the days leading up to 
it,” said Trista Hevey. 

“It takes a village to ensure the lights are hung, 
the details are organized and volunteers rally togeth-
er to make the magic happen for our town! It’s the 
tiny things that make the most impact,” said Hevey. 

The supporters included Clay Mates, Atkins 
Farms Country Market, Belchertown Cultural 
Council, Florence Bank, PDC Inc., Don’s Auto 
Body, DJ Scott Dubey, Esselon Café, Woodstar 
Café, and Frosty from RE/Max Connections. 

Tall Tree Landscaping came to donate their time 
and equipment to hang the giant snowflakes in the 
trees, and the Police Department was there to collect 
unwrapped toys for their toy drive. 

The Firefighter’s Association was accepting mon-
etary donations to purchase toys for Toys for Tots, 
and other supporters and sponsors included the 
DPW, Board of Health, and Muddy Brook Drafts.

The tree in the center is a memorial tree that 
is supported by the Fair Committee and Stadler 
Hardware, that “brings hope, joy and memories, not 
only this time of year but the tree’s glow kicks off in 
September during our annual fair,” said Hevey. 

The lights around the common were refurbished 
in 2018, and many worked to get them sparking 
bright for this year, with the annual help from the 
DPW and Tall Tree Landscaping to get the giant 
snowflakes hung up and tested. 

“This is something that truly could never happen 
without their dedication and donated time to our 
community. Brenden Normand is a perfect example 
of someone who goes above and beyond for his 
town,” said Hevey. 

Cindy and Scott Brown created the wooden stat-
ues by town hall and the nutcrackers on the gazebo, 
and the support of the community is what makes this 
event so special.

“The Belchertown community shines in the way 
this town supports, cares and collaborates. It’s 
built into the fabric of everything we do. Everyone 
is willing to pitch in and do what they can,” said 
Hevey. 

Travelin’ Tom’s Coffee came with their truck 
to provide free hot chocolate, coffee, and cider 
thanks to the generous sponsorship of Re/Max 
Connections, Hometown Realtors Annmarie and 
Matt Jackson and Melina Jackson, Callie Hevey, and 
Gianna Boisjolie.

Since beginning the Holiday Light Nights in 
2018, the town has found a new tradition, watching 
the giant tree and common light up, and enjoying 
some cocoa, horse-draw carriage rides, gingerbread 
house contests, and so much more. 

WINTER LIGHTS, from page 1

Ben and Mike Luckett with ML Glassworks at the craft fair. Ashley, Althea, Quinn, and Kyle making some delicious s’more trail mix to hand out. 

Mother and daughter team, Kim Austin and Halie 
Wescott with their small business, Forgotten Frippery.

Friends Ashlynn and Callie selling items from their 
small businesses, Handmade Crafts by Ashlynn, and 
Preppy Market. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
Artist Chuck Myers showing off his beautiful paintings from 
Myers Creative Arts. 

ABOVE: Little 
Maisie dancing to 
some Christmas 
music with Frosty 
the Snowman. 

Tim Robbins and 
a very excited 
Lucy wearing 
her sweater and 
ready to say hi to 
everyone. 

The beautiful snowflakes shining 
brightly in the tree, hung by Tall 
Tree Landscaping. 
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24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30 - Jan. 3

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23 - 27

www.turley.com

Ken and Joyce Douthwright with their handmade soaps from Cold Spring Soapery. Jess Applin’s beautiful crystal trees from her small business, Inspired by Nature. 

A group of friends excitedly waiting to pull the lever 
to light up the common. 

Erin Kraus with some homemade teas from her small busi-
ness, Honey Bear Tea. 

Trista Hevey thanking everyone who put in the hard work 
to get the Holiday Light Night put together.

The beautiful 
luminaries 
decorated by 
local elementary 
students. 

Shattuck, Samantha, Kari, and Leucothea with Shattuck’s Sugarhouse, giving out deli-
ciously sweet maple cotton candy.

Members of the Firefighters Association, Carrie Forrant, Nate Marean, and Ian Knight 
with Danny Gobrial, raising money to buy toys for Toys for Tots.
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call Maureen at 
413-283-8393 to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

$9999
/each

Jump N’ Carry 
12 Volt Lithium 
Jump Starter
SOR JNC305

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of Nov. 13 through Nov. 26. 
The information was provided by a mem-
ber of the police department based on the 
review of the detailed log summary. This 
feature is designed to provide context 
and explain some calls police respond 
to daily. Of the calls police responded 
to, there were 34 incidents, 10 accidents, 
eight arrests/summons and 49 citations.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Friday, Nov. 15 

1:27 a.m. – A summons was issued to 
an 18-year-old Andover man on charges 
of reckless operation of a motor vehicle, 
speeding, a marked lanes violation and 
an equipment violation. A call received 
from a car crash detection device on Mill 
Valley Road reported a vehicle went off 
the roadway and snapped a pole. An offi-
cer responded to the scene. The operator 
admitted they were going fast and lost 
control of the vehicle. The tires on the 
vehicle were bald. Four people in the 
vehicle were assessed, but no one was 
transported. The vehicle was towed.

Saturday, Nov. 16
5:58 p.m. – Matthew Montemangni, 

36, of Lafayette Street, Chicopee, was 
arrested on charges of operating under 
the influence of alcohol, operating with 
a suspended license and possession of an 
open container in the vehicle. An officer 
on patrol saw a vehicle exit a driveway 
abruptly. They stopped the car, and ini-
tially, the operator declined a sobriety 
test. The officer then determined they 
were intoxicated. They were arrested and 
charged accordingly. 

Tuesday, Nov. 19
7:17 a.m. – A person was arrested due 

to a domestic incident.

Wednesday, Nov. 20 
8:35 a.m. – John T. Pierce, 44, of 454 

State Street, Belchertown, was arrest-
ed on two active WMS warrants out of 
Palmer District Court. Officers were dis-
patched to the person’s residence. They 
saw the person driving away, and the 
officers stopped the vehicle. They were 
taken to court. 

Friday, Nov. 22
2:08 p.m. – Michael J. Shewchuk 

Jr., 45, of 280 Belanger Road in South 

Hampton, was arrested on charges of 
shoplifting over $250. An officer was 
going to a business to follow up on a 
previous shoplifting incident early in the 
week and was notified about a shoplift-
ing that was taking place. They were able 
to locate the person as they loaded up 
the car and were seen exiting it. Another 
employee said they were trying to stop 
the person while loading. The employee 
took a photo of the vehicle’s registration 
plate. The officer radioed it to dispatch, 
who put out a “be on the lookout” alert to 
other towns, and the Granby Police Chief 
stopped the vehicle. In the bed of the 
pickup where detergent bottles were and 
responded to the location. The security 
footage provided to the officer matched 
the description provided by the employ-
ees. A large machete was in the truck and 
placed into the rear of the officer’s cruis-
er. They were arrested and charged and 
transported to the Hampshire lock up.

7:55 p.m. – A summons was issued 
for a 65-year-old Belchertown woman 
for shoplifting. An officer responded to 
a store that occurred and spoke with loss 
prevention. A person came to the store 
on personal time and felt detergent bot-
tles were missing. The loss prevention 
staff reviewed the footage, reporting that 
the person came in, walked through the 
aisles, and walked by the registers. They 
left toward George Hannum Road before 
leaving the camera’s view. The footage 
was put into evidence. 

Sunday, Nov. 24
9:39 p.m. – A summons was issued to 

a 39-year-old Belchertown man for unli-
censed operation, license not in posses-
sion and speeding. 

An officer conducting radar on North 
Liberty Street saw a dark-colored SUV 
speeding at 50, and radar displayed 52 
in a 35-mile-per-hour zone. The offi-
cer stopped the vehicle. The operator 
said they didn’t have their license with 
them but had their registration. They 
advised a relative owned the vehicle. The 
officer asked if the operator had their 
license, and they said no. It expired in 
March. They were issued a citation, and 
a licensed family member took posses-
sion of the vehicle. 

INCIDENTS/ACCIDENTS 
Wednesday, Nov. 13

4:30 p.m. – An officer responded to 
State Street for an accident. A vehicle 
was stopping for a pedestrian and was 
rear-ended by another vehicle. There was 
front-end damage to the first vehicle. No 

injuries were reported, and no tows were 
needed. 

9:58 p.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on Micheal Sears Road. A 
vehicle traveling north on Michael Sears 
Road struck a deer that ran into the road-
way. There was minor front-end damage 
to the driver’s side of the vehicle. 

Thursday, Nov. 14
11:42 a.m. – An officer spoke with 

a person about a threat that was post-
ed on an app. The officer contacted the 
involved person, and they said there was 
no threat. They were just venting. 

1:50 p.m. –An officer spoke with a 
parent about a child who was being 
harassed. 

4:44 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Federal Street. One vehicle 
was rear-ended by another. No injuries 
were reported, and no tow was needed. 

Friday, Nov. 15
8:08 a.m. – A person called the sta-

tion to report a missing person. Someone 
left the residence without their personal 
items and didn’t tell anyone where they 
were going. They were entered into the 
system as missing. They were found the 
next day in New York City. 

11:17 a.m. – An officer took a report 
of email fraud. The person said they got 
an email indicating their PayPal was 
hacked. They called the number and were 
told to buy gift cards and send photos, 
but PayPal did not request that. 

1:23 p.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on Maple Street. A vehicle 
going south on Maple Street struck a 
deer that ran in front of the vehicle. The 
deer took off. No tow was needed, and 
no injuries were reported. 

3:52 p.m. – An officer responded to 
an apartment complex concerning some-
one who did not live at the residence 
dumping trash. A partial vehicle plate 
was obtained, and the matter is under 
investigation. 

Saturday, Nov. 16
7:20 p.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on North Main Street. A vehicle 
struck a deer. No injuries were reported, 
and no tow was needed. 

8:20 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
report that parents wanted a child visit-
ing their residence to leave. The juvenile 
refused to leave. The School Resource 
Officer was advised of the call.  

Sunday, Nov. 17
7:38 a.m. – An officer responded to 

an accident on State Street. A vehicle 
traveling south on State Street was struck 
by another vehicle after slowing down to 
attempt to make a turn. No injuries were 
reported, and no tows were needed. 

9:10 a.m. – An officer responded to a 
report of a past breaking-and-entering 
incident in a vehicle. The person reported 
that their glove box was open, and they 
saw a person on their camera system 
trying to open vehicle doors throughout 
the evening. The person left the scene 
as soon as the cameras were turned on. 
Later that morning, an officer took a 
report of another past breaking-and-en-
tering incident. Two vehicles were 
unlocked, and several items were taken. 
Some were later found down the street. 

11:52 a.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on South Main Street. An 
operator of one vehicle was rear-ended 
by another vehicle while trying to stop in 
traffic. No injuries were reported, and no 
tow was needed. 

3:12 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Federal Street. One vehicle 
was rear-ended by another. Both vehicles 
were towed from the scene. 

Monday. Nov. 18
7:35 a.m. – An officer did a well-being 

check for a juvenile, a handle with care 
was done and the SRO was notified. 

Tuesday, Nov. 19
10:07 a.m. –A person was missing 

medication and wanted the matter docu-
mented.

12:46 p.m. – A person was notified 
that a credit card opening in their name 
and a medical leave request was applied 
for at their workplace. 

4:55 p.m. – An officer called retail to 
speak with loss prevention both a past 
shoplifting incident. The matter is under 
investigation. 

Wednesday, Nov. 20
9:01 a.m. – An officer responded to 

State Street for a report of a hit and 
run. The officer met with the reporting 
party. The reporting person said they 
were waiting to turn and another vehi-
cle passed them at a high speed and 
struck the side of the vehicle. The officer 
responded to the residence of the second 
operator and asked if they knew the vehi-
cle was damaged, and the operator of the 
second vehicle said they weren’t certain. 
No damage was found to either vehicle. 
The matter is on file. 

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY

Please see POLICE LOG, page 13
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PALMER – Last Thursday 
morn ing ,  Pa th finder  and 
Belchertown were knotted 
14-14. But a touchdown in the 
second half sealed the win for 
Pathfinder, giving the Pioneers 
it’s 10th win in the all-time 
series against the Orioles. The 
two teams were able to play the 
game on Palmer High’s Legion 
field with the Panthers on the 
road at Ludlow. Pathfinder’s win 
on Thanksgiving was its third 
for 2024.

Late touchdown lifts PioneersLate touchdown lifts Pioneers

Quarterback Anthony Arventos sends a throw up 
the middle.

Jack Beals makes a pass attempt.

Nicholas Pfister looks to 
avoid tacklers as he makes

 a run for the sideline.

Brian Fuller 
heads up 
the field on 
a carry.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY SOFIA DIGRANDE
Adam O’Rourke attempts to 
fend off a pair of defenders.

Jake Mastej looks to make a tackle. Anthony Arventos sends a kick 
away.

The Pioneers huddle up before a play. Eli Grilli makes a tackle for the Orioles.

HOLYOKE – Last Tuesday evening, The 
International Volleyball Hall of Fame hosted the 
Western Mass. All-Star Game, featuring some 
of the best players from throughout Western 
Massachusetts. Belchertown was represent-
ed by Vivian Ross. The event was held at 
Holyoke Community College.

WMass All-Star 
volleyball match

Vivian Ross sets 
up a play.

Belchertown’s all-star Vivian Ross 
gets a bump.

Vivian Ross repre-
sented Belchertown 

as a volleyball 
all-star.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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❚ SPORTS�

All-Star soccer action

SPRINGFIELD – Last 
Monday night on the turf 
of Pope Francis High 
School, high school soc-
cer held all-star games. 
Class C and D played in 
one match while A and B 
clashed in another. Lucas 
Alvan and Thomas Wadas 
were among the all-stars, 
representing Ludlow High 
School in the match.

Riley Goodhind goes after the ball. Gavin Moreno heads up the field.

Justin Davis and Evan Costa represented Pathfinder in this year’s 
boys all-star game.

Kamden Houle plays in the Class B all-star 
game.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Justin Davis moves up the field.

Evan Costa represents Pathfinder in the Class 
C and D game.

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e   M G M 
Springfield Basketball Hall of Fame 
Classic, presented by the Massachusetts 
Office of Travel and Tourism, takes place 
on “World Basketball Day,” Saturday, 
Dec. 21, at the MassMutual Center and 
will be televised nationally on CBS 
Sports Network. 

“We are proud to work with local 
stakeholders to bring local businesses 
in as sponsors of the Basketball Hall 
of Fame Classic,” said John L. Doleva, 

President and CEO of the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame. “Thank you to 
MGM Springfield and the Massachusetts 
Office of Travel and Tourism for support-
ing the Hall of Fame Classic and helping 
us fulfill our mission of celebrating and 
promoting basketball’s history and bring-
ing four great teams to the ‘Birthplace of 
Basketball.’”

“This iconic event in the birthplace of 
basketball is a hoop dream realized for 
many of the sports’ up and coming stars,” 

said Louis Theros, MGM Springfield 
President and COO. “MGM Springfield 
is incredibly proud to support and cele-
brate the Classic, honoring basketball’s 
rich legacy, inspiring future generations, 
bringing visitors to downtown, and shin-
ing a light on the City of Firsts.”

“The Basketball Hall of Fame Classic 
is a slam dunk for Massachusetts tour-
ism,” said Kate Fox, Executive Director 
of the Massachusetts Office of Travel 
and Tourism. “By celebrating World 

Basketball Day in the sport’s birthplace, 
we’re inviting visitors from across the 
country to experience the excitement of 
the game and explore our state’s diverse 
offerings.”

Tickets for the 2024 Basketball Hall of 
Fame Classic are on sale now via mass-
mutualcenter.com  and the MassMutual 
Center Box Office. For more informa-
tion, please visit  hoophall.com. Group 
ticket pricing and hospitality opportuni-
ties are also available.

T-Birds climb back 
above .500 with 
win over Bruins

PROVIDENCE, R.I.  — 
T h e  S p r i n g f i e l d 
Thunderbirds (10-
9-1-0) got off to a 
quick start en route 
to a 3-2 win over the 
Prov idence  Bru ins 
(8-10-2-0) on Sunday 
afternoon at  Amica 
Mutual Pavilion on a 
day when the two teams sported throwback jerseys. 
Springfield donned the Indians jerseys circa 1979, 
while the Bruins wore their late 1990s gold “Pooh 
Bear” logo jerseys.

The T-Birds jumped ahead on the scoreboard for a 
sixth consecutive game, this time just 3:51 into the con-
test. Scott Harrington settled a puck at the right point 
and fired it toward the net mouth with two teammates 
setting up screens. Aleksanteri Kaskimaki  showed 
terrific hand-eye coordination, successfully spiking 
it down to the ice between the legs of Bruins goal-
ie Michael DiPietro, giving the T-Birds a 1-0 lead. 
Harrington picked up his first point as a T-Bird, and 
Dalibor Dvorsky earned the secondary assist to extend 
his point streak to five games.

Colten Ellis drew the net for a second consecutive 
start, looking to extend a five-game streak without a 
regulation loss, making nine stops in the opening peri-
od. The Bruins’ first and only power play of the period, 
though, got the game evened when Patrick Brown 
cleaned up his own rebound following a splendid Ellis 

Hall of Fame hosting pair of college matchups

Railers takes two of 
three on the road

WITCHITA, KS – The Worcester Railers HC (8-10-
0-1 17pts) fell to the Wichita Thunder (10-9-1-0, 
21pts), on Saturday night by the final score of 6-2 
in front of a crowd of 4,009 at the INTRUST Bank 
Arena. The Railers are back on the ice next at the Cool 
Insuring Arena taking on the Adirondack Thunder on 
Wednesday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m. EST.

It was Wichita who tallied the first goal on the board 
as they took an early 1-0 lead 1:08 into the first period, 
with a goal from Jeremie Bucheler (1-1-2). Joe Carroll 
(1-0-1) extended the lead to 2-0 6:01 into the first. 
Colin Jacobs (1-0-1) then netted one for Worcester 
making it a 2-1 game. Wichita then scored two unan-
swered to finish the first period coming from Nolan 
Kneen (1-0-1) and Nolan Burke (1-0-1) making it a 4-1 
Wichita lead headed into the second period. Anthony 
Repaci (1-0-1) scored the only second period goal with 
his power play goal with under a second remaining in 
the period. Wichita closed the game out with two third 
period goals, the first coming from Michal Stinil (1-1-
2) on the power play while Braden Hache (1-1-2) was 
able to score on the empty net to close out the scoring, 
leaving the game with a 6-2 final score.

The scoring came early from Wichita through the 
first 20 minutes of play. Wichita got started with a goal 
from Jeremie Bucheler (4th) just 1:08 into the game. 
Joe Carrol (7th) extended the Wichita lead to 2-0 6:01 
into the first. The Railers answered back with a goal 
from Colin Jacobs (2nd) with just over eight min-
utes to go in the first. Wichita finished the period by 

Please see T-BIRDS, page 13

Please see RAILERS, page 13
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save at 13:49, evening the slate, 
1-1. 

Springfield failed to connect 
on its first power play, but the 
T-Birds took advantage with 
1:56 of man-up time to begin 
the second. Samuel Johannesson 
got the play started from the 
right point, whipping a pass 
in the left circle to Marcus 
Sylvegard. The winger uncorked 
a shot that DiPietro deflect-
ed but could not cover. The 
rebound sat in the blue paint, 
where Matt Luff swooped in to 
backhand the puck across the 

goal line to give the T-Birds the 
2-1 lead just 38 seconds into the 
middle period.

The Bruins attack could 
not get anything going in the 
T-Birds end, registering just 
four shots on Ellis for the dura-
tion of the second. Springfield’s 
offense remained opportunistic 
and extended the lead at 13:04 
when Dylan Peterson flipped a 
puck toward the net, allowing 
Reece Newkirk to slip it into the 
blue paint and Drew Callin to 
bury the loose change to make it 
a 3-1 score.

Providence did not go down 
easily as defenseman Mason 
Millman connected for his first 

goal as a Bruin with a slap shot 
just 1:36 into the final period to 
make it a 3-2 game. The Bruins 
had the bulk of the offensive 
chances in the final period, but 
Ellis and the Springfield defense 
did enough to prevent the home 
side from finding an equalizer. 
Ellis, who is now 5-0-1 in his 
last six starts, had 25 saves in 
the victory.

The T-Birds, who now sit 
above the .500 plateau for the 
first time since they won their 
season opener, rest up before 
welcoming the Bridgeport 
Islanders on Friday night at the 
MassMutual Center, with puck 
drop set for 7:05 p.m.

T-BIRDS from page 12

pushing their lead to 4-1 with 
goals from Nolan Kneen (1st) 
and Nolan Burke (3rd). Shots 
favored Worcester in the first 
22-12.

Despite the five total goals 
in the first both teams scoring 
slowed down in the second 
period. It looked as if the sec-
ond period would go without 
a score until Anthony Repaci 
(14th) scored a power play 
goal with under a second to 
go in the period making it a 
4-2 game heading into the 
third period. Shots Favored 
Worcester 12-8 in the second.

The third period was anoth-
er low scoring period on both 
ends. The stalemate was bro-
ken when the Thunder got on 
the power play and cashed in 
with a goal from Michal Stinil 
(10th) 16:15 into the third 
period. The Railers went with 
an  empty net late in the third 
trying to make the comeback, 
but the Braden Hache (1st) of 
the Thunder was able to get 
the puck all the way down the 
ice and score on the empty net 
making the final score 6-2. 
Shots favored Worcester 16-12 
in the third and 50-32 in the 
game.

RAILERS from page 12

7 p.m. – Two registration plates were 
left at the lobby door were as found. The 
officer was unable to contact the owner. 
They were placed into property for safe 
keeping. 

Thursday, Nov. 21
9:40 a.m. – An officer took a report 

of fraud. The person was trying to reach 
PayPal customer service because they 
had a new bank account. The person 
googled the phone number for PayPal, 
and they spoke with a person who said 
hackers compromised their account and 
they needed to fix it. The scammer had 
the caller download an app provided 
with a password, and the app allowed 
tech support to have access to the 
phone. They provided them with two 
contact numbers. The person then got 
a call advising them to buy gift cards. 
They were told they would be able to 
get a refund in the end, according to 
the hacker. They told the scammer they 
were going to contact a friend, and the 
scammer told them not to. The officer 
instructed the person to call their bank 
and told them to freeze accounts. 

3:21 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident in the Belchertown High School 
parking lot. A vehicle parked in the rear 
of the building was struck by another 
vehicle that pulled too far to the side of 
the roadway. No injuries were reported, 
and no tows were needed. 

Friday, Nov. 22
2:39 a.m. – An officer responded to 

an accident on South Liberty Street. The 
operator of one vehicle saw a downed 
tree and tried to stop and hit the three at 
a slow speed. There was minor front and 
left side damage, but no tow was needed, 
and no injuries were reported. 

Saturday, Nov. 23
12:46 a.m. – An officer was dispatched 

to North Washington Street for a report 
of damage to Christmas decorations. The 
resident reported that they heard a loud 
bang and saw a smaller silver SUV head-
ing away at a high rate of speed. They 

live on a private shared driveway. The 
incident cut off power to half the display. 
The matter was reported. 

4:20 a.m. – An officer took a report 
of broken glass debris and objects in 
the road and white paint splashed on the 
road. The officer saw several mailboxes 
and a chair broken in the roadway. The 
officer canvased the area to see if there 
was any more damage. It looked like the 
paint was being dumped out of the vehi-
cle. The officer followed the pain trail to 
the Ludlow line and saw packages open 
and material left behind. One came from 
a mailbox in town. The officer contacted 
Ludlow Police to make them aware of it. 
The Belchertown Department of Public 
Works was contacted to help clean up the 
debris. The matter is under investigation. 

9:29 a.m. – An officer took a report 
of fraud. The person said they checked 
the bank app, and money was removed 
from the account. The bank told her the 
following day to file a police report. 
They were all fraudulent checks written 
in their names and previous addresses 
where they used to reside. They froze 
all their accounts. The matter was docu-
mented 

1:27 p.m. – A person requested a 
well-being check on a juvenile friend of 
their child.

1:33 p.m. – A set of keys found at the 
post office was turned in, and later, the 
keys were reunited with their owner.

4:57 p.m. – An officer took a report 
of fraud. A resident got a new computer 
and an old phone number saved in the 
account. They needed customer service 
to find the phone number for Microsoft 
service but didn’t use the right one. The 
resident reported they spoke with the 
scammers, who were customer service 
representatives. The person was told to 
buy gift cards, and they did so twice. The 
third time, the person began to suspect 
the matter was a scam. They were told to 
contact their banks. 

Sunday, Nov. 24
12:48 p.m. – A person came to speak 

with an officer concerning their vehi-
cle and allegations someone threw 
clothes into the back of it and vandalized 

it in the process. They were talking to 
an acquaintance at the time who they 
believed was the suspect. There was also 
a large scratch in the side of the vehicle. 

Monday, Nov. 25
2:32 p.m. – An officer doing traffic 

enforcement in a school zone on State 
Street saw a vehicle going 38 in a 20 
and stopped the vehicle. The registered 
owner was operating it. The person’s 
license was expired and nonrenewable. 
A tow truck was contacted, and the per-
son received a citation and a warning for 
speeding. 

3:31 p.m. A person came into the sta-
tion to request a well-being check on 
their child, who was in another person’s 
custody.

Tuesday, Nov. 26
11:27 a.m. – An officer was requested 

to check a Mains Street address for a 
possible stolen vehicle. The next day, an 
officer saw the vehicle pulling out in the 
driveway. The operator was identified 
and advised the vehicle was reported as 
stolen. They reported they were renting 
the vehicle and the contract was expend-
ed. The officers contacted the renting 
agency, and they told the officers a driver 
would get the vehicle. It was later recov-
ered. 

11:26 p.m. – A person reported cus-
tomers entered their restaurant advising 
a male in a BMW was following them 
and may be intoxicated. The person was 
found there and is known to the depart-
ment. Another person picked up that 
party to give them a ride home. 

Granby Police
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 132 calls from 
Nov. 15 through Nov. 21. Those arrest-
ed are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all the infor-
mation.

Friday, Nov. 15
6:09 a.m. – A motorist reported that 

their vehicle went off the roadway and 

was about 20 feet into the woods. There 
were no injuries. 

8:32 a.m. – A motorist reported that 
they struck a deer. There were no inju-
ries. 

12:35 p.m. –Several motorists reported 
a two-car accident. Granby Police and 
Fire responded. There were no injuries. 

3:42 p.m. – A property owner reported 
that someone dumped a large amount of 
roofing material on their property. An 
incident report was completed. 

Monday, Nov. 18
5:43 p.m. – A motorist reported strik-

ing a deer. There were no injuries.

Tuesday, Nov. 19 
10:04 a.m. – A party came to the sta-

tion to report being the victim of a check 
fraud. An incident report was completed. 

12:42 p.m. – While on patrol, an offi-
cer observed a motor vehicle traveling 
at a high rate of speed and passing a line 
of cars. Radar confirmed that the vehicle 
was traveling at 65MPH in a 40MPH 
zone. The vehicle was stopped, and the 
operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding. 

Wednesday, Nov. 20 
1:23 a.m. – A vehicle struck a 

MASSDOT work truck on Rt 202 and 
was stopped on Parish Hill Rd. There 
were no injuries. 

1:55 a.m. – Shiela Dietz, 72, of 
Ludlow, struck the MASSDOT work 
truck, was placed under arrest for oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under the 
influence of alcohol. 

Thursday, Nov. 21
1:27 p.m. – A motorist reported that a 

vehicle drove off the road. There were no 
injuries.

4:25 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-
car accident. There were no injuries. 

6:42 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-
car accident. There were no injuries. 

10:53 p.m. – A motorist reported that a 
vehicle struck and went over a guardrail 
near Aldrich Lake. Granby Police and 
Fire responded. There were no injuries. 

POLICE LOG, from page 10

GRANBY— Granby Jr. Sr. High 
School would like to extend congratu-
lations to those students who achieved 
Honor Roll for the first quarter of the 
2024-2025 school year:

7th Grade Maximum Honors – 
Andrew Bond, Eloise Ciosek, Allison 
Cross, Tage Flowers, Jeriel Gonzalez, 
Leely Kim, Caroline Koziol, Bri-anne 
Kraus, Peyton LaFlamme, Sofia Marsh, 
Samantha Samonte, Michaela Slater, 
Alexander Tetreault, Sophia Wright.

7th Grade High Honors – Reymond 
Barrett-Lorenzi, Camden Corillon, Ella 
Ludkiewicz, Milo Morton, Rafael Rivera, 
Ryan Smith, Chase Steininger, Avery 
Tetreault, Lauren Walker.

7th Grade Honors - Haylee-May 
Barnes, Kerry Bombardier, Conor 
Callery, Abigail Carmody, Kaylannie 
Colon,  Margaret  Healey,  Shawn 
McDermott, William Pula, Charlotte 

Shewmaker, Bennett Weglarz.
8th Grade Maximum Honors – 

Rowan Cook, Jocelyn Curran, Honor 
DeCarlo, Addison Hill, Sophia Silchuk, 
Stella Siudak, Marley Skipton, Mia 
Smith, Avery Tipton-Wolmart, Zachary 
Vega.

8th Grade High Honors – Allisandra 
Crowley, Gwen LePage, Arianna Mislak, 
Jonathan Vulpe, Kara White.

8th Grade Honors - Jett Bednarski-
Loughman, Piper Godbout, Nathaniel 
Gomez, Andrew Grabherr, Eli Hunter, Eli 
Nott, Macie Pelletier, Ciara Pytel, Teagan 
Spear.

9th Grade Maximum Honors - 
Lauren Barlow, Ralph El Aouji, Vitaly 
Gavel, Emma Murphy, Richard Sweet.

9th Grade High Honors  - Gianna 
Capone, Makayla Dennis, Gabriel 
Helbok, Kaelynn Slapski, Isabella 
Tetreault.

9th  Grade  Honors  -  J ax ton 
Bednarski-Loughman, Logan Carmody, 
Emily Durham, Sophia Labonte, Abigail 
LaDuke, Anthony Misiaszek, Sophia 
Rodrigues, Colin Sicard, Rayden Sok, 
Jacob Weglarz.

10th Grade Maximum Honors 
–  Joseph Barrett-Lorenzi, Meredith 
Bar tosz ,  Danie l  Brown,  Sydney 
Chateauneuf, Tessa Healey, Brenna 
Moreno, Lydia Pike.

10th Grade High Honors - Lyla 
Bergeron, Logan Campbell, Madelyn 
LaPointe, Melina Osoimalo, Lauren 
Piercey, Jaidyn Roberge, Eleanor 
Szlosek, Nathan Walsh.

10th Grade Honors – Liam Everson, 
Kyrsten Gaj, Cailin Kibbie, Quinn 
Lavoie, Audrey Pleisch, Celine Samonte, 
Ania Scott, Kalli White.

11th Grade Maximum –  Emma 
Beaulieu, Kaitlyn Curran, Quinn Fuller, 

Brodie Funk, Braeden Gallagher, 
Addison Gardner, Maxwell Kennedy, 
Braydon LaDuke, Mylin Laliberte, Blake 
Lashway, Ava-Elizabeth Loughman, 
Allison Maslak, Faith Ramos, Anthony 
Santiago, Stephen Szlosek, Nathaniel 
Valle, Isabella Woods.

11th Grade High Honors – Richard 
Beaulieu, Ethan Bergeron, Lea Charest, 
Allison Charron, Brandon Chatel, 
Benjamin French, Jake Gagnon, Daniel 
Hackett, Jared Lapite, Keith Patterson

11th Grade Honors – Raymond A 
Colon, David Radkowski, Savannah 
Rushlow, Addison Scott, Mark Tavernier.

12th Grade Maximum - Nathan 
Benson, Mabel Carillon, Sawyer Clarke, 
Margaret Crawford, Gavier Fernandez, 
Jr, Cassandra Flaherty, Cole Fuller, 
Shaylin Hauschild, Gavin Kennedy, 

First Quarter Honor Roll for Granby Jr. Sr. High School

Please see HONOR ROLL, page 16
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BALED HAY FOR SALE. First cut 
and second cut. Call 413-323-7120.

JOHN DEERE D-130 double bag 
lawn tractor. $950. Very good condition. 
413-687-8178.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires, 
used only two winters. No defects. 
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S
 BOOKKEEPING 

SERVICES

Call (413) 455-4020
Email: jmbookkeeping24@

gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
Peter’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical ser-
vices for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090.

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING
Residential, commercial 

and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. 

Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com 
or email Administrator@
TownofBlandford.com

 for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and 
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com­
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413­323­6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413­
323­1122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 413­
323­6012. Great cuts for men 
and women. A full service hair 
salon. Open Tue­Sat., evening 
hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR­
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413­323­9611, 
800­894­9591. Fax 413­
323­6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  Sou th  Wh i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253­7358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E  C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Sche duling appointments 
Mon day­Friday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 413­323­9966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413­283­4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413­253­4867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23-27

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30-Jan. 3Happy Holidays!

Legal Notice
Public Hearing Notice
Pursuant to MGL C. 111, 

sec. 31 the Board of Health 
will hold a Public Hearing 
on December 11, 2024 at 
6:45 PM in the Select Board 
meeting room Lawrence 
Memorial Hall 2 Jabish Street 
and remotely: https://meet.

goto.com/MGrenier  Get the 
GoToMeeting app https://
meet.goto.com/install

This public hearing is to 
revise the regulations pertain-
ing to the Sale of Tobacco 
and Vape Products within the 
Town of Belchertown. Copies 
of the proposed changes can 
be obtained at the Board of 

Health office, Room 105 
Lawrence Memorial Hall 2 
Jabish Street Belchertown, 
MA and on-line at https://
www.belchertown.org/210/
Health-Department

All interested parties are 
encouraged to participate. 
11/28, 12/05/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

❚ PUBLIC NOTICE�

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bar bills
  5. Recipe 

measurement 
(abbr.)

  8. Swiss river
 11. Czech Republic 

capital
 13. “Officially known 

as”
 14. A French abbot
 15. Having a strong 

sharp smell or taste
 16. Local area network
 17. Data transmission 

speed measure
 18. Embarrass
 20. When you hope to 

get there
 21. This (Spanish)
 22. Gives up
 25. Churchgoer
 30. Current
 31. Slang for gun
 32. Small drum
 33. Vanished union 

bigwig

 38. Rocker’s tool of the 
trade

 41. Dearth
 43. 2024 Olympics host
 45. Excess blood in the 

vessels
 48. Afrikaans
 49. Agreement between 

provider and 
customer

 50. Spiritual leader of a 
Jewish congregation

 55. Ancient Syrian city
 56. Witch
 57. Celebrations
 59. Long period of time
 60. A team’s best 

pitcher
 61. Current unit
 62. One-time aerospace 

company
 63. French/Belgian river
 64. Swedish rock group

CLUES DOWN
  1. Yearly tonnage 

(abbr.)

  2. Genus of clams
  3. Remark
  4. Actor LaBeouf
  5. Ohio town
  6. Olympic sport
  7. Cure
  8. Behave in a way that 

belittles
  9. Shares a boundary 

with
 10. Give advice
 12. Promotional 

materials
 14. Assist or encourage, 

usually in some 
wrongdoing

 19. “Agatha All Along” 
actress Kathryn

 23. Small piece
 24. King of Camelot
 25. Parts per thousand 

(abbr.)
 26. Small Milky Way 

constellation
 27. One who challenges 

authority (abbr.)
 28. Equal (prefix)

 29. Shawl
 34. S. American wood 

sorrel relative
 35. The end
 36. Supervises 

interstate commerce
 37. Yes vote
 39. Officer of high rank
 40. Church office
 41. Tire pressure 

measurement
 42. From a distance
 44. Photographs
 45. Industrial process
 46. Nobel Prize-winning 

physicist
 47. Map out
 48. Mammary gland 

part of female 
mammal

 51. Honorable title 
(Turkish)

 52. Spongelike cake 
leavened with yeast

 53. Speak incessantly
 54. Poetry term
 58. Relaxing space

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.
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BELCHERTOWN
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

211 State Street, Belchertown, MA
(413) 324-1138

Proudly serving Belchertown and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Friday

DOGS     CATS     REPTILES     EXOTICS
AND NOW BIRDS!

★ ★

Lydia Kicza, Alexis Lapite, Cheyenne Laramee, Ava 
McFarland, Emma Parsons, Jordyn Placzek, Olyvia 
Redmond, Olah Roller, Maxwell Seymour.

12th Grade High Honors  - Quinlan Cook, John 
Crawford, Riley Goodhind, Isabella Guzman-Aristy, 
Kelly Lynne Kennedy, Bear Lacharite, Justin Merced, 
Jaxton Roy, Autumn Sicard, Stewart Szlosek, Molly 
Zumbruski.

12th Grade Honors - Raymond D Colon, Katie 
Grabherr, Chenoa Mestre, Tristan Moe, Gavin Moreno, 
Jaedyn Pike, Addison Prignano, Ava Saunders.

HONOR ROLL from page 13

get to appreciate is the beautiful blue flowers that are 
borne on the plant in the short days of winter. Legend 
ties the plant to the Virgin Mary, saying that flowers 
that were originally white were turned to blue when she 
spread her cloak on its branches.  

Yet another reason that makes it a great choice for a 
mini Christmas tree!

With any luck, a Norfolk Island pine and Rosemary 
can go from being great Christmas decorations to won-
derful year round houseplants.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School  of  Agricul ture at  the Universi ty  of 
Massachusetts. For 33 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 6

hosting a special craft fair for the 
past three years. 

Over the weekend, they had their 
craft fair with a total of 17 tables 
of unique and diverse crafters and 
vendors with a variety of wares, 
trinkets, and artistry for everyone 
to enjoy. 

“Seeing all the local artisans and 
handmade crafts is my favorite,” 
said Jen Bernatchez, the president 
of the Granby American Legion’s 
Auxiliary. “It’s nice to see what 
they made and support local busi-
nesses.” 

The day featured a raffle, and 
each of the 17 vendors donated an 
item towards it. The money raised 
from the raffle, as well as the table 
costs for the fair, went towards the 
Auxiliary to support them. 

The Auxiliary has been working 
hard to raise money, and hosts a 

variety of fundraisers in order to 
support the Legion, and the families 

of veterans and active duty military. 
The Auxiliary, every Christmas, 

puts money together to support a 
family of someone in active service 
by buying toys and other gifts for 
the family. 

Some of the money raised from 
the craft fair goes towards this mis-
sion, and the rest goes to helping 
the Legion with what they need. 

“I’m appreciative that people 
what to sign up and participate, as 
it is a fundraiser for the Auxiliary,” 
said Bernatchez. “My dad was 
active duty while I was growing 
up. It’s a way for me to give back to 
veterans and assist them in various 
ways.” 

The craft fair raised a lot of 
money for the Auxiliary, and they 
are already looking forward to the 
next craft fair, where more oppor-
tunities to support our men and 
women in arms. 

Members of the Granby Auxiliary: Tracy DuPont, Rose Ladue, Jen Beratchez, Brenda Bak, Kim 
Durand, and Jenn Chauvin. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Nadia displaying a collection of her adorable, crocheted critters and friends. 

Stacey Nestor with her small business, Plan B Crafts. 

Isabella and Zachary with their two small businesses, 
showing off their crafts: Isabella’s Creations, and East-
side of Everest.

Roxann Ellis, owner of Roxie Moxie, and her beautiful, 
crocheted items. 

Kim Marion’s beautiful epoxy resin and glass paintings 
found at her small business, Kim’s Kreations. 

Sharron and John Campbell with 
their special small business, The 
Cheeky Squirrel.

FAIR from page 1


