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A+ Awards
dinner
recognizes
resident

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN
— Serving your commu-
nity is one of the most
rewarding feelings, and
is deserving of being cel-
ebrated, as individuals
come together with the
common goal of making
the community they call
home grow and shine all
the brighter.

For Belchertown res-
ident Sarah Maroney,
serving and volunteering
within the community is
one of many things that
drive her, and her hard
work and dedication was
awarded.

Every year, the
Ambherst Area Chamber
of Commerce hosts an A+
Awards dinner which hon-
ors individuals and orga-
nizations with an award
to celebrate their work in
enriching the life of the
community through their
work, whether it be in
education, business, or
civic engagement.

Maroney won the
award for her work
serving as Chair for the
Belchertown Creative
Economy Committee, as
well as working with the
town’s former Creative
Economy Consultant and
Cultural District Manager
to enhance the culture of
Belchertown in many new
ways.

“Winning the A+ Award
for Community Service
from the Amherst Area
Chamber of Commerce
was deeply meaningful. It
wasn’t just personal val-
idation, it reflected the
importance of the work all
of the volunteers in Town
do to make our Town
shine,” said Maroney. “It
really emphasized that the
creative economy work,
cultural events, and com-
munity building we’ve

Please see A+ AWARD,
page 4
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The horse-drawn carriage rides around the Common are a

staple to Christmas events.

Annual tree
lighting tradition
continues

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
annual tradition of the tree
lighting was added eight years
ago when the Belchertown
Cultural Council created the
Winter Light Night celebra-
tion.

Taking place on the
Saturday after Thanksgiving,
Small Business Saturday, the

Please see LIGHTS,
page 14
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Local author journeys
to Greece and beyond

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - An
author’s life can take many
different turns

was 15, I vowed to become
a writer no matter what else

I would do,” said Tick.
Tick’s imagination
soared, and he dove into
topics like exploration and
psychology,

and lead to and in col-
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within their pages.

“Books became my best
friends and trusted com-
panions for exploring life’s
most urgent questions and
issues. So, by the time I

worked towards his dream
of writing books from when
he was a teenager, and also

Please see GREECE,
page 7

SB discusses financial
future, forecasting tool

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN —
With an update from the
town’s accountant, the
board delved into the intri-
cacies of the town’s bud-
get during a recent meet-
ing, debating the impact of
school choice, the manage-
ment of free cash, and the
challenges of state funding
formulas — all while seek-
ing greater fiscal responsi-
bility for the coming years.

The town recently
received an updated report
from the Department of
Local Services, includ-
ing a financial forecasting
tool, with mixed reception
from the board. Selectboard
members reflected on the
complexities of the process,
the importance of commu-
nication, and the reality that

no forecasting tool or policy
is a silver bullet.

The meeting, which
began with a review of state
aid and assessments, quick-
ly turned to the question of
whether Belchertown was
benefiting overall from the
state’s school choice pro-
gram.

“School Choice receiv-
ing is most of the increase
between FY25 and 26,”
Town Accountant Jill Rossi
said. The funds go “direct-
ly to the schools for their
direct use. There’s no
appropriation required.”

Selectboard Chair Lesa
Lessard Pearson broached
the topic’s broader fiscal
implications.

“Does Belchertown ben-
efit from having school

Please see FUTURE,
page 3

| CoPEFog Wi
o
WiTH *"CERS

fon ""“"!l;.n_.,“
L]

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sergeant Jason Richard, Mom, Stephanie, and 16-month old
Evan, Scarlet, Fire Chief Evan Briant, and Kevin Calnan with Cops

for Kids with Cancer.

GPD raise funds for
a child with cancer

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY - The Granby
Police Department partic-

ipated in a fundraised event

with Cops for Kids with
Cancer and successfully raised
$5,500 for the family of Evan
Caraballo.

Cops for Kids with Cancer

is a 501¢3 charitable organi-

zation that focuses on raising
funds to assist families with
children who are fighting can-
cer, and to improve their

“We were proud to be able
to offer our facility to provide
a location for the check pre-

sentation,” said Police Chief

Kevin O’Grady. “Anytime the
departments can assist a fami-
ly, that is what we are here for.
Our officers are always look-
ing for ways to assist.”

Scouts, 4-H Club work
as one for wreath sales

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN —
The holiday season is a
time for giving, growing,
and beautiful décor, and one
way to find that perfect, fes-
tive, and wintry décor is to
look locally.

Every weekend after
Thanksgiving, the Boy
Scout Troop 507 and the
Belchertown 4-H clubs get
together to sell wreaths in
order to raise money for
their clubs and activities.

Despite the freezing
weather, the kids made sure
to go out to the Common
on Saturday morning with
smiles and enthusiasm to
sell the wreaths with any
choice of décor for custom-
ers to choose from, whether
it is just a simple bow, or
a cute little owl, or some
berries and pinecones, to
decorate their homes for the
holidays.

For the past ten years,
they have worked together
to sell the wreaths, stand-
ing outside on the common,
waving signs and offering
opportunities for people to
choose how they want their
wreaths to be decorated.

“It’s a great way to bring
two youth organizations
together,” said Chair of the
Belchertown 4-H groups,
Erin Thibault. “The kids get
to catch up, and there’s a
true community spirit feel-
ing in collaborating.”

The wreaths are pur-
chased from Lisa
Greene, owner of Beach
Plum Flower Shop in
Newburyport, and she
also donates supplies and
ribbons in order to put the
wreaths together.

The wreath sale wraps up
the season for the 4-H clubs
in order to raise money that
is carried into the next year

Please see WREATHS,
page 13
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Miranda, Ginette, and Logan MacPhail with their new wreath
to bring home.
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-418-4212
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Borris and Ed want to know if you’ve signed up for Emer-
gency Communications from the Town.

Belchertown’s In
the Know initiative

BELCHERTOWN - If
you want to stay In The
Know with what is happen-
ing in town, there are two
services that you can sign
up for Emergency Alerts.

Emergency Alerts are for
emergency or urgent sit-
uations and are time-sen-
sitive. You can choose to
receive this on your mobile

phone (which we strongly
encourage, since it might
be a time-sensitive situa-
tion), via email, or both.

The easiest and fast-
est way to sign up for
emergency alerts is to
text BELCHERTOWN
to 38276, or going to the
town website to sign up
there.

Jingle Bell Bazaar returns
to Church of Christ

GRANBY - The Jingle
Bell Bazaar is coming up
fast. December 6, 2024,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Come enjoy our Cookie
Walk, it will have hun-
dreds of delicious cookies
to choose from. Be sure
to check out handmade
crafts, freshly crafted
greens, jewelry, a New to

You section, Bake Sale, hot
Lunch, the Quilt Raffle,
see Santa, and more. Santa
will be in the building.
Come and visit. This event
helps support the work
of our WOTC at Church
of Christ Congregational,
UCC Granby, MA. Come
on down and get in the hol-
iday spirit. a

Police association makes donation for Pink Patch Project

BELCHERTOWN -
The Belchertown Police
Association made a
$1,700 donation to Cancer
Connection as part of our
2025 Pink Patch Project.

We raised this amount
through sales of our breast
cancer awareness patches and
hats. A portion of this dona-
tion was raised by Antonio’s
Pizza (Belchertown) during
their breast cancer fundraiser
night on Oct. 20, 2025.

Cancer Connection is
based in Northampton and
assists people in the local
area. This donation was
made to benefit those directly
affected by cancer.

Thank you to everyone
who helped us raise this
money this year!

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Members of the Belcher-
town Police Association
with the pink patches
they sold to raise funds
for Gancer Connection.

Church celebrates its
one-year anniversary

BELCHERTOWN - Saint
Barnabas Anglican Church
has celebrated its first anni-
versary this past month. The
parish was formed a year
ago on October 19, 2024. It
has been worshipping in the
chapel of the Congregational
Church on the Belchertown
Common, 18 Park Street.

St. Barnabas Church was
received as a mission of the
Diocese of the Northeast
during the annual synod,
which was held in Concord,
New Hampshire, this past
September.

The Bishop of the dio-
cese, The Right Reverend

Alexander Henderson Webb,
made his first episcopal visit
to the parish in August. The
bishop received several new
members at that time.

St. Barnabas Anglican
Church celebrates Holy
Communion at 4 p.m. every
Saturday at the chapel on the
Belchertown Common. All
are certainly welcome.

The parish will begin Bible
study at a future date. Those
interested in Bible study or
more information are encour-
aged to contact The Reverend
Thomas Stockton, Rector,
at ttstockton@earthlink.
net or 732-793-1847.

FUTURE from page 1

choice overall, from a fiscal
standpoint?” she asked.

The assessment was cau-
tiously affirmative.

“It nets out at $400,000 or
so to the good, the money
coming in,” said Rossi, but
cautioned that not all costs
might be fully accounted for.
“That sending tuition is part
of the state assessments that
we take off the top of the rev-
enue available... so it defrays
what we have for revenue
overall.”

Still, the numbers show
“that it benefits the town,”
Town Manager Steve
Williams said. Though there
was consensus the question
should be revisited regular-
ly: “The question needs to
continue to be asked just to
make sure that it continues to
benefit the town.”

Another board member,
Nicole Miner, connected the
discussion to broader funding
changes. “A 3% increase?...
I’m attributing it to the chap-
ter 78 going up quite a bit
from previous years, and the

Visit us at
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turiley
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2026
QUABBIN HISTORY
CALENDAR
by J.R. Greene

Great Gifts!
ON SALE AT:
Amherst
Atkins
Belchertown
Quabbin Visitors Center
Thorndike
Junction Variety
Ware
Young Men’s Library

or email: jrg01331@webtv.net

school choice in funds that

we’re receiving,” Miner said.

The mysterious mechanics
of state formulas also drew

attention.

“We as a community are really
in good shape, in comparison
to a lot of communities in our
area. We have been really
fiscally responsible all these

years.”

- Jill Rossi

“The chapter 78 formula
is, really, it’s based on the
wealth, relative wealth, of the
community population, all of
these different factors. And
so I cannot answer that ques-
tion,” Rossi said, in response
to Miner’s inquiry about the
apparent “bump” in state aid.

Discussion soon shifted to
the status of town “free cash”
— excess revenue after pro-
jections — and the perenni-
al question of how much is
enough.

“The last thing we need to
do is project revenues and

come up short, because then
we had a cut budget, and that
hurts,” Rossi said. “So pro-
jections are always going to
be conservative. That extra
money at the
end of the year
goes into free
cash. Free cash
1S not a waste,
because we
use it for our
Stabilization
Fund, our cap-
ital improve-
ment plan-
ning.”

Yet the state’s Department
of Local Services (DLS)
wants towns to set aside
more, according to a recent
report to the Selectboard.

“DLs is actually want-
ing us to have a larger free
cash number every year, not
smaller. So even though these
numbers look pretty big,”
Williams said. “It’s not what
the DLS wants.”

However, concerns were
expressed about the impact
on taxpayers.

“If we’re trying, we cut our
budgets and underestimated

our revenues corresponding-
ly in order to hit this, in my
mind, arbitrary 7%, and so
we have not done right by
our departments, nor have we
done right by our taxpayers,”
Rossi said.

Comparing Belchertown’s
fiscal standing to others, con-
fidence was expressed.

“We as a community are
really in good shape, in com-
parison to a lot of communi-
ties in our area,” Rossi said.
“We have been really fiscally
responsible all these years.”

Amid the dense numbers
and disappointments with
forecasting tools, there was
agreement on the value of
budgeting conservatively.

“You want to have what’s
budgeted... so you know
where we are in that respect,
that’s valuable,” Pearson said.

With department budgets
due Jan. 15 and state num-
bers expected soon after,
Belchertown’s fiscal future
remains a balancing act —
between prudence, transpar-
ency and meeting the evolv-
ing needs of its residents.
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Smiling at the entrance, Caran welcomes you in for a

Christmas tour.

Tours of Christmas Past come
to the Stone House Museum

BELCHERTOWN -
As the Christmas season
approaches and we begin
decorating our homes and
communities with all the
trees, garlands, ornaments,
and lights that we look upon
as traditional, the Stone
House Museum is open-
ing its doors to welcome
you in for a look at what a
Victorian Christmas would
have looked like.

Many of you, when pic-
turing a “traditional”
Christmas, may think of
images from Clement C.
Moore’s The Night Before
Christmas, where visions of
sugarplums danced through
their heads. But early New
Englanders did not celebrate
Christmas. It was a festival
celebrated only by religious
minorities. So where did our
traditions come from?

Queen Victoria and the
people of the Victorian Era
revived old traditions and
created joyful festivities and

delightful customs like car-
oling, sending Christmas
cards, and decorating trees.
They transformed the folk
figures of Father Christmas
and Santa Claus into sym-
bols of holiday generosity
and popularized Germany’s
Christmas tree.

The Belchertown
Historical Association wel-
comes you to attend our
Victorian Candlelight Tours
at the Stone House Museum
this holiday season. Tours
will be led by interpreters
wearing traditional Victorian
dress. The house will be
filled with garlands, candle-
light, music, craft activities,
and the smells of homemade
treats. Tours will be held
on Sunday, November 30,
Saturday, December 6, and
Friday, December 12. Tours
will begin at 6, 7 and 8 p.m.
For tickets information call
413-230-2022 or visit our
website and Facebook page:
stonehousemuseum.org.
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Celebrating the
holidays at the
Belchertown COA

BELCHERTOWN - Get
ready to join in on the fun
at the COA, and be sure to
check out their Facebook
page for more fun and
weekly events.

Gnome for the Holidays

Please join us for a special
Prime Rib Holiday meal

Friday, December 19, at
10:30 a.m.

Doors will open at 10:15
a.m. for a performance by
Freddie Marion, featuring a
wide variety of songs from
some of your favorite art-
ists! Be sure to wear your
best holiday sweater.

Thanks to our BSCCA
for sponsoring this perfor-
mance and meal.

Friday, December 12, is
National Ice Cream and
Violins Day

The origin of this odd
holiday is shrouded in mys-
tery, but who wouldn’t want
to celebrate it by eating
some ice cream and listen-
ing to some violin music.

Join us at 10:30 a.m.
for a holiday violin per-
formance by Cynthia
LaBarre, followed by
lunch and delicious dairy-
free ice cream for des-
sert, sponsored by CAN
(Compassionate Alliance
for Nonhumans).!

Call Kim to sign up by
December 11 at noon, at
413-323-0420 ext. 508

Memory Café:

Better Together
Wednesday, December

10, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
Looking for individu-
als who are experiencing
memory loss to join us with
their caregivers for this fun
and engaging program.
Participate in an activity
with Fallon Health’s PACE
and meet others who are on
a similar journey. Call 413-
323-0420 ext. 501 to sign

up.

Medicare Open
Enrollment
October 15 through

December 7

Medicare Open
Enrollment runs from
October 15 through
December 7. During this
period, eligible individuals
can review and compare
plans and switch between
plans or providers. All
open enrollment appoint-
ments for Medicare Plan
reviews with Laurene are
currently full. Please con-
tact your current plan or
Medicare (1-800-Medicare)
for assistance.

Fuel Assistance Program
Now through April 30
The Fuel Assistance

Program is open. Call
Heather to set up an
appointment for assis-
tance. You will need to
have all required docu-
ments to send along with
your application. Please
call Heather if you have
any questions regarding
the program or what is
required.

For all Social Service
inquiries, especially during
the busy Open Enrollment
time for both programs, we
ask that you always call
ahead for an appointment
rather than drop in. Thank
you.

Laurene Kendall : 323-
0420, Ext. 505

Heather Moran: 323-
0420, Ext. 509

We’re excited to share
that our events at the Senior
Center are growing in pop-
ularity.

While we love seeing so
many familiar faces, our
space has its limits. To
ensure fairness for all
attendees, we’ve introduced
some new reservation
guidelines.

To make reservations
for large parties, please
call Stephanie starting at 9
a.m. on the date specified
in the newsletter. Please
note that her voicemail is
time-stamped, so starting
at 9 a.m., reservations will
be granted in the order that

Please see GOA, page 5

Members of the Belchertown community who came out to support Sarah Maroney in her award.

A+ AWARD from page 1

done in Belchertown are seen,
appreciated, and believed to
matter.”

Maroney now works as a
Community Development
Senior Planner with the
Pioneer Valley Planning
Commission, where she
works with communities
all across Hampden and
Hampshire Counties, and has
been doing so for the past
seven years.

and have the privilege
to work with communi-
ties all across Hampden and
Hampshire Counties, helping
them thrive using the skills I
gained while volunteering for
the Town and related orga-
nizations more than seven
years.

“l am inspired by the
people I volunteer with.
Belchertown has so many
amazing volunteers that range
from people who have been
involved for generations
and newcomers who want
to participate in shaping our
future,” said Maroney.
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Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you
meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TO——
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TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Your Professional & Educational Goals

LEARNING  Tutors Needed

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer
Security Class

Basic Computer Use —
Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Call to ask about our next

Computer Security class

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning’org
“https://topfloorlearning.org/® - °

Recently, at the Lake
Wallace Fall Fest at the
beginning of October, the
community came together to
celebrate, with over 20 com-
munity organizations and
vendors, 100 participants, and
500 visitors to the event, all
thanks to the dedication of the
volunteers who put it togeth-
er.

“I love the positive impacts
volunteering can make. I
believe if you are going to
live somewhere, you should
be part of how that place
functions. I have made some
of my strongest relationships
in town from taking part in
Town committees, organiza-
tions, and just showing up
to lend a helping hand when
possible,” said Maroney.

Maroney grew up in
Belchertown, and has always
called it home, reflecting on
her pride in the “resiliency”
of the community, and how it
grew out of its old agricultur-
al roots and into the flourish-
ing town we know it today.

“I want people to know that
I am so thankful for the time

spent with my fellow volun-
teers in Town. Volunteering
changed the course of my
life and opened up a career
I never knew existed,” said
Maroney. “I love that the
community takes great pride
in our Town and wants to
engage in community-driven
projects.”

Working with and volun-
teering within the community
does not have to be something
big right away, but small. You
can start by attending a com-
munity event, and look at it
to see how it flows, and chat
with the organizers.

“You don’t need to make
a huge commitment or take
on the world to make a dif-
ference,” said Maroney. “The
volunteers in this town work
tirelessly to give residents
places to gather and reasons
to come together, often com-
pletely in the background.
Cherish what we have in
Town and join in to keep
making it better each year.”

You can start by volun-
teering with little things like
staying an hour or two to

Publications, Inc.

Turley Publications
would like to
help you show off
the newest
member of
your family

this Christmas,

FOR
FREE!

Mail to:

Turley Publications
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
Attn: Jamie Joslyn
Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope
if you would like
the picture returned or
email photo to:
jamie@turley.com
with subject line:
BABY'S FIRST.

This offer is available to
all babies born in 2025.
Pictures will be
published the week of
December 23-26, 2025.

.'_‘*»‘ryx 8
Logan Distler

September 22, 2024

Parents: Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents: Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

b
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help clean up, and then there
you are, working to serve the
community in a small way,
yet with a large impact.

If you are already plan-
ning to go to a communi-
ty-run event, add an extra
hour or two onto your visit
to help keep the event run-
ning smoothly. Share your
expertise with your commu-
nity. Committees can always
use an added voice or skill
to keep the town running.
Be thoughtful when using a
Town space or attending a
community event of how that
space is maintained or who
made the event a reality.

“l am most grateful for
all of my fellow volunteers,
whether you donate an hour
of your time or you are put-
ting in countless hours, you
make such a difference for
our community. Belchertown
has so much potential, and
this recognition reminds me
we’re on the right track. I'm
excited for what’s next, and
I hope others will jump in to
keep the momentum grow-
ing,” said Maroney.

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

Baby’s Name:

Birthdate:

Parents’ Names:

Parents’ Town of Residence:

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:

(]

Agawam Advertiser
News

Barre Gazzette
Chicopee Register
Country Journal
The Holyoke Sun
Journal Register

ooodoo

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)

Please check the newspaper
you would like your announcement to appear.

Deadline for photos and forms is
Friday, December 12, 2025

Quaboag Current
The Register
Sentinel

Town Reminder
Ware River News
The Wilbraham-
Hampden Times

codood
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Diamond Wedding
Anniversary celebrated

BELCHERTOWN - Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Williams,
residents of Belchertown
since 1973, celebrate
their Diamond Wedding
Anniversary on November
27, 2025. Sixty years
ago, they were married at
Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church in Manchester,
New Hampshire. In 1973
they relocated from Grenier
Air Force Base in New
Hampshire to Belchertown
so that Bob could contin-
ue his military duty in the
United States Air Force
Reserves and his Air Reserve
Technician position as a
Flight Mechanic at Westover
Air Reserve Base, Chicopee,
Massachusetts.

Kay and Bob’s two sons,
Timothy Williams and
Thomas Williams were edu-
cated in the Belchertown
School System and grad-
uated from Belchertown
High School. A graduate
of UMASS, Tim, his wife
April and family reside in
Westfield, Massachusetts;
Retired from the United
States Air Force Reserves
and a Master Plumber, Tom,
his wife Carolyn and fam-
ily reside in Dover, New
Hampshire.

Kay and Bob have been
active parishioners of Saint
Francis Catholic Church for
over 50 years. Kay retired
from the Bell and Hudson
Insurance Agency; Bob
retired from the United States
Air Force Reserves as a
Chief Master Sergeant and as
an Air Reserve Technician at
Westover Air Reserve Base,
Chicopee, MA.

Kay and Bob Williams’ wedding photo
from their wedding on November 27,

1965.

For over 60 years,
this couple has
shared countless
experiences—raising
children, building
careers, experienc-
ing personal growth,
and navigating life’s
ups and downs. Their

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Kay and Bob Williams, the happy couple.

60th anniversary is not just a
celebration of surviving time
but thriving through it togeth-
er. Bob and Kay’s love story
is one of enduring strength
and beauty. Sixty years of
love, laughter, and partner-
ship—what an incredible
journey!

Stuff-a-Cruiser toy drive

BELCHERTOWN -
The Belchertown Police
Department will be hosting
their annual Stuff a Cruiser
Toy Drive on December 6th
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

If you would like to donate
toys, please bring them to
our station on that date. We

are looking for unwrapped
toys for children aged 6-14
which we will be donating to
local families.

Suggested toys include:
Legos, board games, art and
craft supplies, sports equip-
ment, educational toys, and
sleds.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

From left to right: State Representative Aaron Saunders, Lt. Governor Kim Driscoll, Dawn Cote,
Grants Manager, and Jennifer Turner Vice Chair of the Select Board.

Belchertown awarded $345K in state grants

BELCHERTOWN -
Belchertown was award-
ed $345,000 in state grants
through the FY26 Community
One Stop for Growth program.

Here’s what the funding is
supporting:
* $30,000 for a Downtown
Business Marketing Plan

to help strengthen our local
businesses and attract more
visitors.

» $125,000 to update our
Zoning Bylaw and Map - a
much-needed refresh since
it hasn’t been comprehen-
sively updated in over 30
years.

¢ $190,000 for a new roof for

i

L

the former Tagdell School
building, helping move the
Carriage Grove redevelop-
ment forward.

These investments are help-
ing Belchertown plan for the
future, support local business-
es, and revitalize key commu-
nity spaces.

EARLY DEADLINES

' FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

L Christmas will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 7
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of December 22-26, 2025: Y

@ Wednesday, December 17 at 2 PM for December 25 issue
e Country Journal e The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Thursday, December 18 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue
e Agawam Advertiser News
e Sentinel ® Quaboag Current e The Journal Register

Friday, December 19 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue =
e \Ware River News e Barre Gazette

;

&=

COA from page 4

calls are received, and any
messages left before 9
a.m. will not be honored.

You may make a res-
ervation for yourself and
one guest. The name of
your guest is required at
the time of the call. Please
refrain from requesting
that staff add your name to
the large party list before
the designated reservation
date.

You will get an auto-
mated call letting you
know if your reserva-
tion was successful or if
you’ve been placed on the
waitlist. It’s important to
listen to the entire mes-
sage; just receiving the
call doesn’t guarantee you
have a reservation.

If you do not receive a
call back, please contact
us for confirmation before
the event date. Thank you
for your understanding
and cooperation.

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com

THE BEST FRESH

FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Holidavy Bonue
Lonyg Weekend

December 5th, 6th & 7th
Spend $100 in Randall’s
Winter Wonderland
GREENHOUSE

Receive a $10 Coupon
Purchase $50

in Randall’s Gift Cards

Receive a $5 Coupon

Festive Fun!

Chlldren’s Workshop
~§ Saturday & Sunday 11am-3pm %m
Clay Pot Snowman Ornament
Turn A Clay Pot Into An Ornament $5. 00

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Evergreen Snowflake Workshop

%é”é Saturday & Sunday at 3pm »5@“‘«

Graft Evergreens Into A Snowflake Shape
Perfect For Door Décor - Age 12 & Up $19.99
Please Pre-register Call 589-7071

l?)e@ the Halls with
Hmllday Greenery
A& Fresh Balsam
Wreaths

" Beautifully Decorated

Kissing Balls, Swags
& Fresh Garlands

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Hollday Fresh Decorated
Boxwood Trees

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Fresh Christmas Trees 8

Balsam & Fraser Fir
4ft Tall to 10ft Tall

S
e 0000 oe00 0000 e00 0000000 c0 0000 00 e e Ss

Spectacular
Poinsettias
“NOT JUST RED”

Many Sizes & Colors!
& Pink, Marbled & White

Fantasy Blue

Glittered & Glamorous

“Z

T
................................

.Check Out Our
Holiday Menus

Gourmet Gift Baskets

Specialty Holiday
Candy & Foods

ALWAYS FRESH AT

QBNDALL S

FARM
& GREENHOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and Youl[[[)

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

. Monday, December 22 at 2 PM for December 26 Issue
e Town Reminder ® The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register 1
¥ 2 TURLEY PUBLICATIONS . '-_g':g;yff:;ﬁf
% 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 S
- 4 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com - > 4
L e o Fois el

$ 1200/ week

207-607-9333
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I OPINION

Dear Rusty:

You’ve said in the past
that most people recoup
their SS contributions
within five years of start-
ing benefits, thus Social
Security “is an exception-
ally good deal.”

Your calculation is cor-
rect but misleading; if it
were not, SS would have
been insolvent long ago.
I will, in fact, get “my”
contributions back in
about five years, but my
employer’s contributions
will take another five
years and that is money
that my employer could
have been paying me, so
they are really “my” con-
tributions. But even that
ignores the time value of
money.

1 did a calculation as if
my contributions, along
with those of my employ-
er, were invested in an
account earning 5% per
yvear. That would pro-
vide me the equivalent of
SS income for 24 years,
approximately what
my life expectancy was
when I retired. So, it’s
not a bad deal, but it is
hardly exceptional. It is
roughly the equivalent of
me investing that money
throughout my career and
using the total to buy an
annuity.

Of course, Social
Security does have the
advantage of certainty, at
least until it goes broke.
My portfolio would not
earn a steady 5% every
year, though that is at the
low end of what financial
managers would expect
over a long period. And it
does force people to save,
many of whom would oth-
erwise make no provision
for retirement.

Signed: Realistic
Senior

Dear Realistic:

Thanks very much for
your feedback on my pre-
vious article. I think it’s
important to draw a dis-
tinction for SS contribu-
tions made by an employ-
er, because that is not
money the individual per-
sonally pays, but rather
an obligation for employ-
ers to help fund the Social
Security program.

Without that federal
obligation, it is doubtful
that employers would,
instead, provide employ-
ees with equivalent addi-
tional compensation, so
the thought that these are
really your contributions
is not a fair assessment.
Indeed, they are contri-
butions which happen to
be tied to your earnings
level (to a cap), for which
employers receive relief
on their corporate income
tax and likely would not

Is Social Security
really a “good deal?”

make if not required by
law.

As you have noted,
Social Security has the
advantage of certain-
ty, something which is
lacking when it comes to
investing the equivalent
amounts in the financial
markets. And, as you
have hinted, there exists
a substantial failure by
future American retirees
to save adequately for
their retirement, a prob-
lem well known in most
financial circles. Thus,
the certainty of Social
Security makes it a cru-
cial part of everyone’s
retirement planning and it
will be there.

Despite all the angst
attributed to the current
financial issues facing
the program, there is
little doubt that Social
Security is here to stay.
The question is what
reform is needed to make
the program fully sol-
vent for generations of
future Americans? The
Association of Mature
American Citizens has
developed a proposal to
sensibly reform Social
Security and avoid the
currently projected 2033
date that the SS Trust
Funds are expected to
be depleted, which will
necessitate an across-the-
board cut for everyone.

We have little doubt
that the reform need-
ed will happen; it would
be political suicide for
Congress if it did not and
hopefully soon. You can
read about AMAC’s pro-
posed solution at this link
by visiting www.amac.us/
social-security-guarantee.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intend-
ed for information pur-
poses and does not rep-
resent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

Again, thank you for
your feedback and com-
mentary. Please know
that we very much appre-
ciate your thoughts and
are always willing to dis-
cuss these issues.

BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

Brimfield resident
sent an email to
report seeing a gold-

en-crowned kinglet on Nov.
17 in a dwarf Alberta spruce
tree in front of his house.

He said, “[It was] very
active, but I got to see the
bright yellow crown patch.”

D

o

Golden-
crowned
kinglets are a small bird,
not much larger than a hum-
mingbird. The male is boldly
marked with a black eyebrow
stripe and flashy lemon-yel-
low crest.

They spend much of their

Wreaths and swags for one and all

or the last two weeks
Fwe’ve been busy dec-

orating Old Sturbridge
Village for their Christmas
by Candlelight program.

The garland, wreaths,
bows and swags are all
up, and the planters
have been filled with
greens. It was fast-
paced fun, and oh so
rewarding. The museum
looks abso-
lutely mag-
ical.

I filled
planters side
by side with
a cowork-
er who, in
her 30 plus
years, has
never done
this part
of the job
with me.
As we stuck
greens and
stood back
to assess
our work,
it occurred to me that I’ve
grown up making all of these
decorations, like my parents
before me!

I had assumed everyone
else had too, but here we had
Nina, who in her 60s, was
at it for the first time. If you
find yourself ready to make
your own decorations, here
are a few pointers from the
archives.

My Dad was the
wreath-maker in the fam-
ily, and usually a post
Thanksgiving walk in the
woods would yield his raw
materials. The wreaths he
made would be taken back
to decorate a college dorm or
whatever apartment my older
siblings would return to after
Thanksgiving break some 40
plus years ago.

One wreath would also
make its way to the front
door of our little red house,
too. Decorated with a red
ribbon and a few pine cones,
it really was something so
simple and so beautiful in
the same right.

His approach is the same
one I’ll recommend today.

Start with a wire coat
hanger bent into a circle and
attach some pliable wire to
it. Then, wrap little bunch-

Golden-crowned kinglet

time high up in dense spruce
or fir foliage and that is the
place to find them.

Their high, thin call notes
and song is often heard
before catching sight of them.

The Brimfield resident
called them “very active.”

es of greens to the base one
after another.

r

Be careful to lay them
alongside, not on top of each
other. It’s important, howev-
er, to have the wire catch a
little bit of the stem of the
prior bunch — that way the
wreath will be good and
tight.

You can make a wreath of
just extra boughs from your
Christmas tree, but mixing
in other types of greens will
make it more interesting. |
like to use prunings from my
home landscape: mountain
laurel, boxwood, juniper, and
white pine among others will
look great together because
they vary in color and tex-
ture.

You can dress up a green
wreath with pinecones, win-
terberries and artificial fruit,
not to mention a big bow.
Most types of Christmas
tree boughs are conducive
to wreath making, but wear
thick gloves if you are using
Colorado blue spruce as your
base — it sure is picky!

When my Dad gave up
making his famous wreaths,
Mom took a simpler yet
more elaborate approach to
decorating our house. She
would make a swag for each
window!

First determine how many

They can survive 40 degrees
below Fahrenheit nights.
Sometimes huddling together
for warmth.

They breed in the far
north and montane west and
visit most of North America
during winter. Although it
used to nest almost exclusive-
ly in boreal spruce-fir forests,
the golden-crowned kinglet
has expanded its breeding
range southward into coni-
fer stands of the Midwest and
Appalachians.

They usually raises two
large broods of young,
despite the short nesting sea-
son of the northern boreal
forest. The female feeds her
first brood only up until the
day after they leave the nest.

l%*

ande

you want to make, then set
up an assembly-line of sorts.
Choose a sturdy green for
the base of the swag- extra
Christmas tree boughs
would be perfect for

this as well.

I cut however

w many I need to the
same size, and I

Roberta Mcluaio side up. Next, I choose
another

lay them out pretty

type of
green a
bit small-
er and put
it on top.
I repeat
the pro-
cess six
or seven
times
until 1
h ave
a nice
upside-
d own
“fan.”

Here
too, vary-
ing texture is nice, although
Mom’s feathery white pine
and pine cone swags are
pretty by themselves.

To complete your swag,
wrap wire around the stems
four or five inches down
from the top, leaving a loop
on the back for a hanger. You
can cover the wire with a
bow. I have often wired two
swags together horizontally.

Place a bow in the mid-
dle, where the two intersect
and hang your creation over
a window or door, or even
underneath a window for a
different take on decorating.

Whether this is your first
attempt at wreath and swag
making or you’ve been at it
for years, enjoy this holiday
ritual, just as my mom and
dad did.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

She then starts laying the
second set of eggs while the
male takes care of the first
brood. The male manages to
feed eight or nine nestlings
himself and he occasionally
feeds the incubating female
t0o.

An interesting facts about
golden-crowned kinglet’s is
each nostril is covered by a
single, tiny feather.

The oldest golden-crowned
kinglet on record was a
male and at least 6 years,
4 months old when it was
recaptured and re-released by
a Minnesota bird bander in
1976.

Other Brimfield birds

Please see BIRDS, page 11

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must authenticate
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the
right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed
to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com. The
deadline for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Turley Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
¢y and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.
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GREECE from page 1

began to write for what he
really loved: exploring the
“inner world” of a person’s
mind, and exploring “the
techniques of the imagina-
tion to best understand and
explore our human condi-
tion.”

Tick went on to write
nine books, writing in the
chichi-historical nonfiction
genre, and has found his pas-
sion, as, for the past 40 years,
he has been writing books,
articles, and poetry about
these topics and the ability he
has had to create a positive
impact on people.

“l married psychology
and the humanities as both
a therapist and writer. And I
have been especially engaged
in working with war veter-
ans and survivors, and with
exploring the ancient Greek
traditions,” said Tick.

“Passage to Poros: In the
Sanctuary of the Sea God,”
Tick’s ninth and newest
book, reflects on of Tick’s
many pilgrimages to Greece,
which he has been leading
since 1955.

“Every journey inspires
me. My trips are pilgrimag-
es. I only guide small groups
who immerse in Greek
mythology, culture, histo-
ry, tragedy, philosophy, and
relate these ancient sources
of wisdom and spirituality to
our own lives,” said Tick.

From the landscape, his-
tories, heritage, stories, and
people, Tick has found a
warm and welcoming world
to dive into and explore with-
in Greece, and it has grown
into finding a place for deep
growth and healing, and
experiences equated to mira-
cles, oracles, and visions.

“I am a poet as well as a
nonfiction writer. I keep
extensive journals as I travel,
and much of the writing is
poetry. Poetry is the language
of the soul. When I am in
Greece in a writing reverie,
whether of poetry or prose,
it is as if I am in the archa-
ic world where everything is
supercharged, and our lives
are mythic,” said Tick.

“I try to hear and see and
sense the god or goddess or
sacred site or mythologi-
cal figure as vital, real, and
channel their stories into lan-
guage. When I’m at my best,
I imagine I travel from my
desk in Belchertown to wher-
ever and with whomever I
am writing about. I hope my
readers take these journeys,”
said Tick.

The journeys he takes and
the pilgrimages he leads help
to immerse him in the world

Author Ed T|ck in Greece.

of Greece, and its culture and
beyond, allowing him to cre-
ate a non-fiction piece that
reflects the magic of being
within the ancient country.

Through taking these jour-
neys, it has allowed him to
become immersed into this
world, and then reflect its
characteristics into his writ-
ing so those who read his
work feel they are there with
him, and his belief that we
ourselves lead mythical lives
that are worth discovering,
exploring, and sharing.

“My own journeys and
the pilgrimages I lead are to
immerse in the ancient world
to facilitate soul healing
and growth. We indeed lead
mythic lives. As an arche-
typal psychotherapist, I use
myth to unfold and reveal
our paths and destinies. I
hope my books give readers
an experience of being on
a mythic and cultural jour-
ney. I hope they help readers
practice living more deeply
and mythically themselves.
Really, psychology, mythol-
ogy, and history are one great
interlocking story. We each
live our particular myths in
this one collective epic. We
can live better, deeper, more
wisely and well when we
know ourselves at this arche-
typal level.”

You can learn more
about his book at the Clapp
Memorial Library this com-
ing Thursday, Dec. 11, at 7
p-m., where you can hear
more from Tick, his travels,

-

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Ed greeting a friend at his special book signing.

and the book that deep-dives
into the realm of the myth,
and just how real those myths
can be.

RIGHT: A statue of
Asklepios, the god of
healing, where Tick teaches
about his ancient dream
techniques in his books.

I POLICE LOG
Granby Police

Editor’s Note: The
Granby Police Department
responded to 247 calls for
the week of Nov. 14 through
Nov. 27. Those arrested are
presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court
of law. The Granby Police
Department provides all
information.

Saturday, Nov. 15
9:09 p.m. — A motorist
reported a minor two-car
accident. There were no
injuries.

Monday, Nov. 17

9 a.m. — A resident called
to report that they received
a call from a reported Apple
employee stating that mul-
tiple accounts have been
opened in her name. They
asked her for her bank
account numbers. The res-
ident disconnected the call
and called the station to
report the incident. They
were advised to keep an eye
on their credit history and
to sign up for fraud alerts.

10:40 a.m. —A resident
came to the station to report
their property had been
damaged.

Tuesday, Nov. 18

4:32 p.m. — A motorist
reported striking a deer.
There no injuries.

8:54 p.m. — While on
patrol, an officer observed
a motor vehicle traveling at
a high rate of speed. Radar
confirmed that the vehicle
was traveling at 56 mph in
a posted 35 mph zone. The
vehicle was stopped, and
the operator was issued a

civil citation for speeding.

Wednesday, Nov. 19

12:03 p.m. — A motorist
came to the station to report
striking a guardrail on Nov.
11.

5:20 p.m. — A motorist
reported a two-car accident.
Granby Police and Fire
responded. There were no
injuries.

Saturday, Nov. 22

1:35 p.m. — While on
patrol, an officer performed
a random license plate
query revealing that the
vehicle’s registration was
revoked for insurance. The
vehicle was stopped, and
the operator was issued a
criminal citation.

Wednesday, Nov. 26

1:25 p.m. — A resident
wanted the department to
be aware that they got a
call from Medicare wanting
her personal information.
They did not give them any
information and hung up on
them.

Thursday, Nov. 27

6:08 a.m. — A call-
er reported that a vehicle
struck a guardrail at the
intersection of State Street
and Porter Street. The vehi-
cle then fled the scene. A
license plate was obtained,
and the matter is under
investigation.

1:18 p.m. — A motorist
reported a two-car accident.
Granby Police and Fire
responded. There were no
injuries.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

A view of the island of Poros in Greece.

HANNOUSH E

EWELERS
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

GOLD Is At An AlL- Tlme"'ﬁighv

TurnYour Gold Into Cash!
-

o
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Explore tractors, trees,
tunnels and so much more!

Enjoy tons of photo ops and
brand new light displays!

LET’S MAKE
THIS SEASON
MERRY, BRIGHT,
AND TOTALLY LIT?

Come experience magical
30-40 minute stroll
around the farm -

surrounded by hundreds of
thousands of dazzling lights!

10%
Extra Cash
When Cashing In

25% Extra

When You Use Your
GOLD Towards
5 Your GOLD A New Purchase =
3 0ffers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY -
o www.hannoushma.com .

McCrays Farm
oo Alvord Street
South Hadley

WWWMCCRAYS-FARM.COM/HOLIDAYLIGHTS
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Warm up this
December at CML

BELCHERTOWN - Warm up at the Clapp
Memorial Library this December with a vari-
ety of events and programs for every age. We
hope to see you soon!

Christmas holiday schedule: The Library
will close at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, December
24, and remain closed on Thursday,
December 25. Regular hours resume Friday,
December 26.

FOR GENERAL AUDIENCES:

Belchertown Community Bells Choir
Tuesday, December 16, 7 to 8 p.m.

Join the Belchertown Community Bells
Choir for a free concert at the Clapp
Memorial Library. The Choir have been play-
ing and presenting concerts for nearly 40
years. This volunteer musical group is led
by Bill McClure and plays several different
styles of music from religious to pop. They
enjoy ringing, rehearsing, and sharing their
music with others in the community.

Community Wellness
Friday, December 19, 3 to 5 p.m.

Clapp Memorial Library and BOAT wel-
come anyone in the community needing
access to health care, mental health/substance
use resources to the library on the 3rd Friday
of every month from 3 to 5 p.m. Free refresh-
ments will be available.

FOR ADULTS:

Daughters Book Talk with Corinne Demas
Wednesday, December 10, 7 to 8 p.m.

Corinne Demas will be at the Clapp
Memorial Library to talk about her new book,
Daughters, a novel “exploring the age-old
friction between mothers and daughters, a
story of a family rediscovering itself.”
Corinne Demas is an award-winning author
and Professor Emerita of English at Mount
Holyoke College. Books will be available for
purchase and signing.

Passage to Poros: In the Sanctuary of the
Sea God Book Talk with Dr. Edward Tick
Thursday, December 11,7 to 8 p.m.

Join us for a book talk with Dr. Edward
Tick, author of Passage to Poros: In the
Sanctuary of the Sea God. Explore the
reawakening of ancient Greek healing prac-
tices by taking this journey of transformation,

L0 RN s AR B BN
Clapp Memorial
LIBRARY

myth, and divine presence to the sacred island
of Poros, a site of pilgrimage and healing
for more than 3,000 years. This book exam-
ines pilgrimage, sanctuary, and asylum, the
duties of Poseidon, who was the ruling god of
Poros. Books will be available for purchase
and signing.

Adult Winter Reading Program
December 20, 2025 - February 20, 2026
Adults are invited to participate in “Cozy

Up with a Good Book”, our Winter Reading
Program. Enjoy books and fun, cozy activi-
ties as you complete the squares. Earn chanc-
es to win some great prize bundles. Sign
up at clapplibrary.beanstack.org or on the
Beanstack app. Physical Bingo cards are also
available for pick-up at the library. Get all
the details when you sign up. For adults age
18 and over. See below for our Teen Winter
Reading Bingo. This program is funded by
the Friends of the Clapp Memorial Library.

FOR TEENS:

Anime and Manga Club
Wednesday, December 10,4 to 5 p.m.

The Clapp Memorial Library is starting an
Anime and Manga club for tweens and teens
in grades 6-8! The club meets on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month at 4:00 pm. During
club meetings, we will watch 1-2 episodes of
an anime, discuss manga, share artwork, eat
snacks, and more! Registration is required.
Email macona@cwmars.org to sign up.

IR |

Free Food Friday
Friday, December 12, 2 to 3:30 p.m.

Teens are invited to the library after
school for free snacks as they visit and use
the library! Students must be in grades 7-12
and arrive between 2 to 3:30 p.m. for a free
snack, courtesy of the library, as supplies last.
This program is funded by the Friends of the
Clapp Memorial Library.

Teen Winter Reading Bingo
December 20, 2025 - February 20, 2026
For the first time ever, the Clapp Memorial

Library is running a Teen Winter Reading
Program! Teens in grades 7-12 are invit-
ed to sign up for Teen Winter Reading
Bingo at clapplibrary.beanstack.org or on
the Beanstack app! Physical Bingo cards
are also available for pick-up at the library.
Participating is easy - and, of course, there
are prizes! Get all the details when you sign
up. Save the date, and start earning tickets on
December 20th! This program is funded by
the Friends of the Clapp Memorial Library.

FOR CHILDREN:

Drawing Class: Doughnut Forget
the Sprinkles!
Thursday, December 11, 4:30 to 6 p.m.
Join us for a doughnut drawing class for kids
with Nicole Gibbs. The class will be sprin-
kled with drawing, story, and DOUGHNUTS
(well, at least on paper) as we read Arnie
the Doughnut by Laurie Keller and practice
our doughnut drawing skills! Registration is

required. Register online at clapplibrary.org or
call the library at 413-323-0417.

Magic: The Gathering
Saturdays now through January 10,
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Join us for Magic The Gathering in the
Activity Room. Bring your own deck or use
one of our learning decks. Everyone is wel-
come; however, players must be fluent read-
ers. Players under the age of 10 must have
a caregiver who is at least 14 years old on
the Library premises. Join us for every ses-
sion or just one - it’s up to you! We will have
two instructors to help get games started and
assist with the rules of the game. No registra-
tion is required. Check the Library website or
Facebook page if there is inclement weather.

Winter Story Times -
Beginning the week of December 8

Stories and fun for children and their care-
givers! We’ll tell stories, sing, dance, have
finger plays, do crafts, and play instruments.
Registration is required. Emails will be
sent to confirm enrollment. When sessions
are full, children will be put on a waitlist.
Register online at clapplibrary.org/story-hour

or call the library at 413-323-0417.

Babytime Story Time
(for ages 3-12 months)
9 to 9:45 a.m., Mondays, December 8§, 15,
January 5, 12, 26, and February 2, 9

First Steps Story Time
(for ages 13-24 months)
10 to 10:45 a.m., Mondays, December 8§,
15, January 5, 12, 26, and February 2, 9

Toddler Time (for ages 2-3 years)
9:30 to 10:30 a.m., Tuesdays, December 9,
16, January 6, 13, 27, and February 3, 10

Preschool Story Time (for ages 3-6 years)
9:30 to 10:30 a.m., Thursdays, December
11, 18, January 8, 15, 29, and February 5, 12

The Clapp Memorial Library is open:

* Monday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

* Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

* Wednesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.*

* Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.*

* Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

e Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

*The Library will close at 1 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 24, and remain
closed on Thursday, December 25, for
the Christmas holiday. Regular hours
resume Friday, December 26.

Chamber and UMassFive College Credit Union
partner for 5th annual Gift Card Match Day

AMHERST - The Ambherst Area
Chamber of Commerce is proud to
announce the fifth annual Holiday
Gift Card Match Day on Thursday,
December 4, 2025. Sponsored by

Sunderland.

About UMassFive

Leverett, Pelham, Shutesbury, and

College Credit Union:

Church
hosts raffle
for Patriots
Game

GRANBY - Immaculate Heart

UMassFive College Credit Union
(UMassFive) with a $5,000 match,
this highly anticipated annual event
invites the community to double their
holiday shopping power and support
local businesses.

Starting at 9 a.m. at the Visitors
Information Center (35 South
Pleasant Street, Amherst), commu-
nity members can purchase a $25
Ambherst Area Gift Card, with a small
$1 processing fee. For every card
purchased, the Chamber will provide
a gift card with a value of $50, effec-
tively doubling the shopping power.
Each individual may purchase up to
two matched gift cards while sup-
plies last.

“Gift Card Match Day turns gen-
erosity from our Match Sponsor,
UMassFive, into a direct invest-
ment in our community,” said Jacob
Robinson, Executive Director of
the Amherst Area Chamber of
Commerce. “By participating, shop-
pers become part of a collective
effort to strengthen our local econo-
my and uplift the small, local busi-

LOWER PBIGES
T0 BOOS

(/] BUDGET’
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN RIB END or

INFLATION 5

nesses that make the Amherst Area
unique. It’s a win for shoppers, local
businesses, and the region!”

The program supports a diverse
array of local businesses, from bou-
tiques to restaurants to service pro-
viders, reinforcing the Chamber’s
mission to foster economic growth
and vitality in the Amherst Area.

“Gift Card Match Day is all about
coming together as a community,”
said Craig Boivin, Vice President of
Marketing at UMassFive. “By dou-
bling the value of each gift card,
we’re helping shoppers give more,
support local businesses, and spread
a little extra holiday cheer.”

The Ambherst Area Chamber of
Commerce invites all community
members to join in this special event

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

and help strengthen the local econo-
my while securing the perfect holi-
day gift for friends and family.

For more information, including a
list of participating businesses, please
visit www.amherstarea.com/gift-
card or contact the Chamber office at
413-253-0700.

About the Amherst Area
Chamber of Commerce:

The mission of the Amherst Area
Chamber of Commerce is to cre-
ate, maintain, and promote a vital,
thriving business climate throughout
the Ambherst area and to initiate and
support the civic, educational, recre-
ational, and economic well-being of
the Amherst Area. Serving the towns
of Ambherst, Belchertown, Hadley,

PRICES IN

USDA INSP. IQF FRESH

R
ARE AT OR BELIiN
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

Established in 1967, UMassFive
College Credit Union (UMassFive)
is a not-for-profit financial cooper-
ative that serves the financial needs
of the people and businesses of the
Pioneer Valley and beyond, including
those associated with the University
of Massachusetts and Five Colleges,
Mercy Medical Center, Northampton
VA Medical Center, UMass Chan
Medical School, and other local orga-
nizations that share UMassFive’s
commitment to community-focused
values and a sustainable local econ-
omy. The Credit Union’s earnings
are reinvested back to their mem-
bers through better rates, lower ser-
vice charges, and improved services
and banking technology. UMassFive
offers a full range of financial prod-
ucts, including personal and business
banking and lending, retirement plan-
ning and investments, and insurance.
UMassFive has over 50,700 mem-
bers, six branches, and assets of over
$703 million. For more information
about UMassFive, please visit uma-
ssfive.coop.

www.turley.com

of Mary Church in Granby is hav-
ing a “Win a Trip to a Patriots
Game with Fr. Michael Goodreau”
Raffle for the January 4 game
against the Miami Dolphins. The
Winner will receive two 50-yard
line seats, free access to the cli-
mate-controlled GP Atrium with
free food and free non-alcohol-
ic beverages (before, during, and
after the game), and free transpor-
tation to and from the game.
Raffle tickets are $20 and are
available at our Parish Office
(413-467-9821) and after all
weekend Masses. Drawing is on
December 29. All raffle profits
will be used to help pay our Oil &
Snow Removal bills this winter.

CHECK OUT ALL THE
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Jarett Skowyra
takes the return
toward the right
sideline.

BELCHERTOWN
— On a windy and
cold Thanksgiving
morning, a field goal
from Belchertown’s
Leandro Martins made
the difference for the
Orioles in a 17-14 win
over Pathfinder. With
Belchertown up 7-6
in the second quarter,
Martins sent home a
field goal to make the
score 10-6. Both teams
would score an addi-
tional touchdown later
in the game, but the
field goal remained the
difference that helped
the Orioles earn the
holiday win.

r- -3— AN

Cassmn Kowalik lumbers through the

crowd on a carry.

Ethan Longley gets

: ) '? |
o - ey
"~ the direct snap and - ; ) 5
. heads on the run. Y]
s B . &) S N

_ Field goal makes difference for Orioles

Aiden Girard makes a great block.

Avery Cote heads toward the left on a carry.

Leandro Martins sends a successful field goal

kick away.

Coleman
Longley
takes the
snap heads
toward the
righton a
quarterback
~ keeper.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Rams suffer OT loss in state semis

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—
As an eighth grader, Hannah
Murphy recorded a hat-trick
and had an assist helping the
Monson girls’ soccer team
post an 8-2 victory over
Granby in the Western Mass.
Class D semifinals.

Murphy and her Lady
Mustangs teammates also
swept the season series
against the Lady Rams
during the next three seasons.

The tide turned this fall, as
Granby squeaked out a pair
one-goal victories against
Monson during the regular
season.

The third meeting of the
2025 campaign between the
Central Division rivals took
place in Division 5 state
semifinals.

Murphy, who broke the
state record for goals during
the regular season, managed
to keep her outstanding high
school soccer career alive

for one more match. She
netted the game-winning
goal with 2:32 remaining in
the second overtime, giv-
ing the fourth-seeded Lady
Mustangs a 2-1 victory over
the top-seeded Lady Rams
on a windy and cold eve-
ning at Clark Field located
on the West Springfield High
School campus on Nov. 17.

“I just told Hannah that she
was the best player on the
field tonight,” said Monson
head coach Larry Pagliaro.
“It was an unbelievable goal
by her in overtime. We’'re
now looking forward to play-
ing one final game in the
state finals.”

Monson (12-10-1) was
scheduled to face third-seed-
ed Hull in the state finals
at Curry College in Milton,
last Saturday afternoon. The
Lady Mustangs advanced
into the state semifinals
following home victo-
ries against 29th-seeded
Franklin County Tech (4-0),
13th-seeded Holbrook (7-0)

Brenna Moreno heads toward the right side.

and fifth-seeded Saint John
Paul II (5-3).

Granby finished their out-
standing season with a 15-4-
4 record.

“We beat Monson twice
during the regular season, but
the game that really mattered
was this one,” said Granby
head coach Bob Weaver. “It’s

a frustrating loss because you
never know if you’ll ever
make it back here again. We
had a great season.”

The Lady Rams defeat-
ed 32nd-seeded Mahar
Regional (2-0), 17th-seed-
ed West Boylston (8-1), and
the ninth-seeded Rising Tide
Charter School (3-0) in the

Margaret Healey looks to get through midfield traffic.

state tournament.

While Murphy is the
only senior listed on the
Lady Mustangs roster, the
three Lady Rams seniors
are Kaitlyn Curran, Mylin
Laliberte, and Ava Elizabeth
Loughman, who’s recovering
from an ACL injury. She’s
hoping to play lacrosse next

spring.

One of the Lady Rams
younger players is junior
Kalli White, who has more
than 100 career points.

During the first 30 minutes
of the opening half, White
and freshman Marcela Tapia

Please see RAMS, page 10
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MIAA sets
deadlines
for finalized
schedules

FRANKLIN — The 2025
Schedule Commitment
Deadline and Process
Reminder that the MIAA
winter schedule commit-
ment deadline is Friday, Dec.
19 for basketball and ice
hockey. After that point, no
changes can be made to your
opponents or the number of
games/matches that can be
played.

After the Dec. 19 commit-
ment deadline, all schedules
will be considered final.

Three days before the
Schedule Commitment dead-
line, MIAA staff will pro-
duce and publish schedules
for each sport based on the
available data for review
and verification by member
schools. Below is the break-
down for 2025-26 school
year:
WINTER 2025-2026

e First contest date:
Thursday, Dec. 11

* Schedule data published
for review: Tuesday, Dec. 16

¢ Schedule Commitment
deadline: Friday, Dec. 19

SPRING 2026

e First contest date:
Thursday, Mar. 26 (Monday,
March 23 for Spring Golf)

* Schedule data published
for review: Tuesday, Mar. 31

* Schedule Commitment
deadline: Friday, Apr. 3

WOBURN - The
Massachusetts Amateur
Sports Foundation / Bay
State Games is proud to
announce the 80 select-
ed high school stu-
dent-athletes who have
been chosen to serve as
Ambassadors for the 2025-
2026 academic year.

These student leaders
were selected from schools
and communities across
Massachusetts based on
their involvement in athlet-
ics, commitment to leader-
ship, and desire to inspire
future participation in
the Bay State Games and
statewide community sport
initiatives.

The Ambassador
Program provides lead-
ership development,
event experience, and
networking opportuni-
ties while ambassadors
serve as representatives of
Bay State Games in their
schools, on their teams,
and in their communities.
Ambassadors play a key
role in growing awareness,
supporting recruitment
efforts, and connecting
their peers to the opportu-
nities and events offered
through Bay State Games
including the Summer &
Winter Games, scholar-
ships, internships, and
other year-round programs.

“The Ambassador
Program helps expand
statewide awareness and

Owls win tip-off tourney

WESTFIELD - Westfield
State University senior
guard Tavi Williams
(Springfield,
Mas s ./
Minnechaug
HS) scored
12 points and
grabbed 18
rebounds in the
championship l
game to lead the
Owls to a 75-66
win over Albright (Pa.)
College to win the 2025
Westfield Gas and Electric
Tip Off Tournament at
the Woodward Center on
Saturday afternoon.

Williams was named as
the tournament MVP.

The Owls improve to
4-1 on the season, while
Albright is now 1-4.

Williams was one of
five Owls players to score
in double-figures. Mya
Silveira (N. Smithfield, RI)
tied her for the team lead
with 12 points, Morgan
Berthiaume (Webster,
Mass./Douglas) netted 11
points with eight steals, six
assists and four rebounds,
Grace Wigington (Lenox,
Mass./IMG Academy)
scored 10 points and Sophia
Rockwood (Windsor, Vt.)
also added 10.

Williams helped the
Owls jump out to a lead
that extended to as many
as 16 points on a Williams
3-pointer with 5:02 left in
the first half, with Westfield
holding a 43-32 lead at
halftime.

In the fourth quarter
Albright ground away at
the Owls lead, trimming
it to as few as four, 68-64
on a Julia Zakovitch jump-
er in the paint with 4:03
left in the game. Westfield
struggled to score late,

\

but boosted the lead back
to six, 70-64 on a steal by
Berthiaume and layup from
Wigington with

1:44 left and

the Lions were
forced to foul
down the stretch.
Westfield canned
five of six free
throws in the final
two minutes to seal

the win.

Chrisdin Jones (Bowie,
Md./Riverdale Baptist) led
Albright with 20 points
and 14 rebounds. 6-2
center Orianna Edmond
(Lancaster, Pa./Hempfield)
added 16 points and eight
boards.

Westfield forced 38 turn-
overs from the Lions, and
were plus-13 in the turnover
game. The Owls connected
on 10 of 38 three pointers,
with more made three point
field goals than in their pre-
vious two games combined.

Williams’ 18 rebounds
were a career high for the
5-4 guard. She grabbed
17 in a game against Coast
Guard as a first-year play-
er in the 2022-23 season.
It was the fourth game this
season with double-figure
rebounds for Williams, who
is averaging 12.6 boards per
game.

Westfield avenged an
89-74 loss at Albright
from last season. The
Pennsylvania school
was a late addition to the
Owls’ schedule in 2024-
25 when they lost several
games from the sched-
ule just before the season
began. The Lions returned
the favor of the long trip
by coming to the Westfield
Gas and Electric Tip Off
Tournament this season.

. &«
Find
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Students chosen for sports
ambassador program

impact of Bay State Games
programs while mentoring
high school students on the
career and education oppor-
tunities available in the
world of sports” said Kevin
Cummings, Bay State Games
Executive Director.

The 2025-2025
Ambassador program kicked
off on November 2 with
a statewide Ambassador
Summit at the Natick
Armory, hosted by the
Massachusetts Army National
Guard. Ambassadors from
across the state participated
in the program that included
a fitness warm up and team
building exercises, a panel
discussion on the college ath-
letic recruiting process and
an address from motivational
speaker, philanthropist, ath-
lete and race director Dave
McGillivray.

The Ambassador term
began in October 2025 and
runs through July 2026.

Among local student-ath-
letes selected, Makenzie
Casey of Quabbin Regional,
Kendall Placzek and Richard
Hale of Minnechaug
Regional, Logan Millet of
Ware, and Madelyn Moreau
of Monson.

T-Birds fall in shootout against Islanders

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(5-10-2-2) caught an unfortu-
nate break on a late game-ty-
ing goal in regulation before
falling, 3-2, in a shootout
to the Bridgeport Islanders
(7-10-1-1) before a sellout
crowd inside the MassMutual
Center on Saturday night.

For a second straight night,
the Islanders’ first peri-
od excellence came to the
forefront, and the visitors
picked up the lone goal in
the first on a weird and pain-
ful sequence. Forward Eetu
Liukas was in the wrong
place at the wrong time when
a Sean Day point shot struck
him under the visor, forcing
him down to the ice injured.
As Liukas lay near the
crease, Liam Foudy arrived
at the loose puck and fired
it off the post behind Georgi
Romanov. However, Liukas
turned out to be in the right
place as the puck glanced
off the iron, then off his leg,
before finding its way across
the line at 13:16 for the first
goal of the game.

Henrik Tikkanen made
his season debut in the
Bridgeport goal crease and
proved to be tough to beat
through the first half of the

game, but Springfield’s
shorthanded group finally
solved the tall Finn at 9;49 of
the second as Hugh McGing
moved down the left wing
and fired a sneaky, short-
side shot past the netminder,
tying the game, 1-1, on the
T-Birds’ second shorthanded
goal in as many days.

Romanov kept his game
elevated throughout a busy
second period, as he suc-
cessfully turned away all 14
Bridgeport shot attempts to
keep his team deadlocked
heading into the final peri-
od. The tight checking con-
tinued in the final period,
with Springfield’s forecheck
continuing to work over the
Islander defense. Eventually,
they broke through at 9:55 of
the third with Juraj Pekarcik
finding his way to the low
slot and firing a shot upstairs
past Tikkanen, giving
Springfield the 2-1 advan-
tage.

The T-Birds’ power play
missed a chance to add insur-
ance, and the one-goal mar-
gin carried into the final two
minutes. With Tikkanen on
his way to the bench for an
extra attacker, Luke Rowe
uncorked a blistering slap-
per from the left point that

glanced off the underside
of the crossbar, beating
Romanov to tie the game,
2-2, at 18:11. For the second
time this month, the division
rivals went to overtime.

Springfield carried much
of the play in overtime, but
Tikkanen answered with five
stops, and the T-Birds failed
to strike on a 4-on-3 advan-
tage in the last 1:31 of over-
time after Rowe committed a
tripping infraction.

With the game coming
down to a shootout, Matt
Luff got Springfield off
on the right foot, beating
Tikkanen to begin the fes-
tivities, but Chris Terry and
Matt Maggio both connect-
ed against Romanov, while
Matthew Peca and Nikita
Alexandrov could not solve
Tikkanen. Springfield,
despite the bitter defeat,
extended its point streak to
five straight games, going
3-0-1-1 over that stretch.

The T-Birds are back
in action next Friday in
Hartford for another meet-
ing with the Wolf Pack inside
PeoplesBank Arena. Puck
drop is set for 7 p.m. to begin
the three-game weekend.

Kaitlyn Gurran makes a throw-in.

RAMS from page 9

had a couple of shot attempts
for the Lady Rams.

However, the contest
remained scoreless until the
31st minute.

That’s when Murphy blast-
ed a free kick from the top of
the box into the upper right
corner of the net past Granby
junior goalie Meredith
Bartosz, who made four
saves.

At the end of the regular
season, Murphy was selected
to the All-New England All-
Star team.

The other four Western
Mass. All New England play-
ers are Mila Dillard (Pope

Meredith Bartosz makes a save.

Francis), Maeve Turmel
(Pope Francis), Gracie
DiStefano (Longmeadow
High School), and Rhaya
Manning (Longmeadow
High School).

The Lady Mustangs held
onto the 1-0 lead for almost
the entire second half.

With a little more than six
minutes remaining in regu-
lation, Granby sophomore
Kaelyn Slapski delivered a
forward pass to White, who
beat a couple of defenders
for the ball before firing a
low shot into the right cor-
ner past Monson sopho-
more goalie Grace Berry (11
saves).

“We never felt like we
were out of the game,”

Marcela Tapia tries to make a play on the ball.

Kalli White advances toward the

Monson goal.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Eleanor Szlosek looks to overcome an opponent.

Weaver said. “We had a lot of
chances in the first half, but
we just didn’t finish them.
We continued putting pres-
sure on them in the second
half.”

White was selected to the
Class D All-State team for
the second consecutive year.
Bartosz was also named to
the All-State team.

Neither team was able to
score a goal during the final
five minutes of regulation or
in the first 10-minute over-
time period.

Just when it looked like
the outcome of the match
would be decided in a penal-

$12.50

ty shootout, Murphy, who’ll
be playing college soccer
at Sacred Heart University,
became the hero late in the
second OT.

Following a throw-in along
the left sideline, Murphy
dribbled the ball into the box
before poking a shot into the
back of the net for the game
winning goal.

When the two rivals face
each other again next fall,
the Lady Rams defense
won’t have to worry about
one of the best girls’ high
school soccer players in the
state scoring anymore goals
against them.

Digital Photos
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Purchase a photo that recently ran
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Michael “Mike” J. Nobes

Michael “Mike” J. Nobes,
a beloved husband, father,
Poppy, and brother, was
born on December 25,
1955, in Mesa, Arizona. He
passed away on November
24, 2025, surrounded by
his loved ones at Baystate
Medical Center.

At the age of 11 (1966),
Mike and his family moved
to South Hadley, MA,
where he grew up. He spent
the last thirty-six years of
his life in Belchertown,
MA, where he became
an integral part of the
Belchertown community.

He took great pride in
his role as a soccer coach
for his children’s teams and
served as the president of
the former PVJSL Cold
Spring Soccer Club. His
commitment to nurturing
the talents of young athletes
left a lasting impression on
many families in the area.
Off the field, he was pas-

sionate about his work at
Global Finishing Solutions
(GFS), where he excelled
in sales, design, and engi-
neering in industrial coating
equipment. His clients and
coworkers became some of
his closest friends.

In his leisure time, Mike
loved camping with family
near the best roller coasters
and waterfalls while creat-
ing lasting memories. He
had a soft spot for his loyal
dogs, Peggy & Buffy, who
provided comfort and com-
panionship throughout his
life. Above all, Mike deeply
cherished his family.

He is survived by his
devoted wife, Dianne
(Jolivet) Nobes; his son,
Chris, and his wife Katie
Nobes; and his daugh-
ter, Sara Nobes. He found
immense joy in being a
grandfather; affectionate-
ly known as “Poppy” to
his grandchildren, Isla (3.5

years old) and Noah (13
months old). Mike was also
a loving brother to his sis-
ters, Karen Washburn and
Janet Lipscomb, his late
brother, William Nobes, and
many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death
by his parents, Jack and
Beverly (Lunde) Nobes, and
his brother, William Nobes.

A visitation will be held
on Saturday, December 6,
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at
Beers & Story Belchertown
Funeral Home in
Belchertown, MA, with
a service beginning at 11
a.m. Following the ser-
vice, he will be laid to
rest at St. Rose De Lima
Cemetery in Chicopee,
MA. Condolences can be
made in Mike’s memory
to the “Tunnel to Towers
Foundation” as a tribute to
our military and his veteran
father, Jack Nobes.

How to spot and avoid job
scams this holiday season

Retailers and shippers
traditionally hire season-
al workers to fulfill holiday
shoppers’ demands, whether
online or in person.

These jobs are a great way
to make extra money, some-
times with the possibility
of turning into a long-term
employment opportunity.
However, they are some-
times not all that they seem.

When looking for seasonal
work to help fund holiday
purchases and household
bills, the Better Business
Bureau has some suggestions
to make the seasonal job
hunt successful. According
to the BBB Scam Tracker
Risk Report, employment
scams were the second risk-
iest in 2024.

Being proactive in find-
ing the right opportunity is
key, but be careful when a
job just seems too good to
be true.

Tips to avoid holiday
job scams

Employers will never ask
for payment up front for a
job. Beware businesses that
ask applicants to pay for
job supplies, application, or
training fees.

These expenses are the
employer’s responsibility —
and asking for money is a
big red flag that something
is wrong.

Be wary of job offers that
don’t require an interview.
Even during the peak hiring
season, reputable companies
prefer to talk to top job can-
didates before hiring them.

If a job offer is present-
ed without an interview (on
the phone or in person) or is
offered only via the Internet,
question the company’s hir-
ing practices and do a little
more digging.

Be wary of big money for
small jobs. If an employ-
er promises outrageously
good wages for simple tasks
such as reshipping packag-
es, stuffing envelopes, or
answering phones, this is a
red flag. These too-good-to-
be-true offers are an attempt
to steal your personal infor-
mation from a fake job appli-
cation and can cause prob-
lems for you for a long time.

Never work for a compa-
ny before they hire you. A
legitimate company will not
ask potential applicants to
complete complex projects
before making an official
offer. Before beginning any
work, request an offer let-
ter or written confirmation of
what the job entails, includ-
ing an official start date and
compensation details.

For more consumer tips,
visit BBB.org.

Handbell
holiday
music is
coming
to town

BELCHERTOWN
— The Belchertown
Community Handbell
Choir will be perform-
ing this holiday season
on Sunday, December
7, at Hope Methodist
Church at the 10
a.m. service, Sunday,
December 14, at the
Belchertown United
Church of Christ at
the 10 a.m. service,
and at Christopher
Heights at 2 p.m. The
Handbell Choir will
also be performing on
Tuesday, December 16,
at 7 p.m. at the Clapp
Memorial Library.
Come join us and lis-
ten and learn about
Belchertown’s hand-

bells.

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

+ Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «

707 Main St., Amherst, MA » 413-253-5212

Raymond Anthony Danek

Raymond Anthony
Danek died October 23,
2025 unexpectedly in his
home in Mastic

mother, Dolores Zuchowski
Danek, his brother Chester
Danek Jr., and his infant sis-
ter, Dolores Ann

Beach, NY,
after a lengthy
struggle with
Cardiovascular -
Disease and
COPD.
Raymond
was born on
December 18,
1953, in Holyoke

Danek.

Ray is sur-
vived by his
father, Chester E.
Danek of Granby,
MA, his four
daughters, Kely
Antuzzi and her
husband, Nina of
e Huntington, NY,

to Chester and
Dolores Danek
of Granby. He
attended Granby
Schools, and
while at Granby
Jr./Sr. High
School he was
a member of
the wrestling
team and will
be remembered for design-
ing, sketching, and paint-
ing Granby’s Mascot, “The
Ram,” which to this day
hangs in the school gymna-
sium. Ray graduated from
high school in 1971 and later
graduated with an associate’s
degree in graphic design and
arts at SUNY. He owned his
own business, RAD Design
in New York. Ray was also a
veteran, having served in the
U.S. Navy.

Ray is predeceased by his

Sara Danek of
Savannah, GA,
Allison Danek
of Mattituck,
NY, and Katie
D’Amico of
NY. Ray is also
survived by his
sisters, Frances
Couture and
her husband,
Roger, of Mooresville, NC,
and Teresa Danek Meyer of
Brewster, MA. His brothers
Mark Danek of Lexington,
NC, and John Danek and his
wife Tere of Holyoke. Ray
also leaves his grandchildren,
Travis and Lillee Danek, and
Kaila D’ Amico, and sever-
al nieces, nephews, aunts,
uncles, and cousins.

Funeral services were pri-
vate, and a memorial service
will be at a later date.

BIRDS from page 6

This month the Brimfield
resident saw a Carolina wren
flipping over leaves in his
garden. He said, “”We joined
the ‘leave the leaves’ move-
ment and don’t do a major
fall cleanup to benefit the
critters that survive the win-
ter under the leave and in the
other material left in the gar-
den.”

He also noticed robins
and cedar waxwings in the
crab apple tree in his yard.
He said, “We don’t usually
see these species eating the
crab apples until later in the
winter. Fortunately there is
a bumper crop of fruit on
the trees this year. A couple
of robins were also on the
ground searching for food
and I saw one robin at some
pokeberry aka, pokeweed,
eating the fruit. He has not
seen any water fowl at the
local ponds he visits regular-

ly.

Lots of bluebirds
I received an email from a

reader, who said his wife saw
approximately 40 bluebirds
on the causeway stonewall at
Quabbin Reservoir.

Bald eagles

My daughter, Paula, took
photos of a bald eagle in a
field along the Ware River, on
Church Street in Ware recent-
ly.

I saw a bald eagle perched
in a tree on the shore of the
Ware River not far from the
Gilbertville line. It may have
been the same eagle.

Migrating geese
I saw a large flock of
Canada geese in a small,
pond along Route 32 in Ware
on Nov. 15. They covered
over half the pond.

Helping birds

When it is time to take the
Christmas tree down, place
it outside to offer shelter to
birds and other critters. Some
people hang peanut butter
filled pine cones rolled in
birdseed or pieces of suet to
provide some high energy

Death Notices

Raymond Anthony
Danek

Died Oc. 23, 2025
Funeral services pri-
vate, memorial ser-
vices to be announced

Michael “Mike” J.
Nobes

Died Nov. 24 , 2025
Services Belchertown
Beers and Story
Funeral Home

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

food. Planting evergreen trees
especially spruce and firs
are away to attract the gold-
en-crowned kinglets and offer
a living shelter year round.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005.

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

Haluchs

+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs « www. DorseyMemorials.com MEMORIALS

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

RAY HALUCH INC.

haluchsmemorials.com 1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA | 583-6508

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL S,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

7 g ¥
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs  Snow Plow ¢ Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= IR RIVER=-

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

BUSINES

il
GONNECTIO

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations

Used Cars ® Windshields

Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

* Title 5 inspection

omplet®
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

YOUR CHOICE

2::°6

Little Trees
Air Fresheners

and Vent Wraps

Belchertovwn Auto Partls

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661

NAPA AUTO PARTS: (W8P AUTO PARTS

OR 323-9296

Get the
Good Stuff

SPECIALIZING IN

ROBERTS RO

Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 o Cell 413-237-9434 ===

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

=/,
Trusted Name Since 1982

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY
We buy guns. Federal and state license.
413-658-5690.

Call us at 413.283.8393

2xx*xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS.
REMODELING
Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, windows,
painting, wallpapering, siding, decks. Insur-
ance work. Fully insured. Free estimates.
(413)246-2783 Ron.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

TUNE-UPS

A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior,
exterior painting and wallpapering.
Also minor carpentry.
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only
Call or Text now.
Limited space available.
413-519-5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

~Walker

Handyman Services

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

FULL CHARGE BOOKKEEPER and
PROJECT ESTIMATORr for Smoke-
stack Lightning Inc in Brookfield MA.
Bookkeeping experience required, training
will be provided for estimating. $25-35/
hr. Health, dental, IRA, paid holidays and
sick time. Email resume to bill@smoke-
stackusa.com or call 508.867.9233
with questions.

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FOR RENT

|_FOR RENT |
8

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

Home Improvement
A Call We Haul a i
FAST REMOVAL s Beywall
Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts. Painting * & more!
We load it & take it. .o
413-531-1936 .
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED \U (413) 687 5552/
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 2 | 24 "
% B onso | 26 Bessam | 27 Beszosa| 28 e a000
2 SR | 31 R E R
33 Beis | 34 Besiaoa| 39 Bessssa| 36 B a0
37 Beeoas | 38 Beogsaon| 39 Peeties| 40 B abo0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

3]
GROOKFIELD

BROOKFELD

BRIFELD

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, |-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

i |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAN-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

turleynews

TurleyPublications

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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WREATHS from page 1

to sponsor events and more.

4-H clubs are for kids
between five and eigh-
teen years old and work
to teach the basic of home
economics, which is what it
was originally created for.
Since then, it has expanded
into clubs that do robotics,
babysitting certifications,
and more.

The wreath sales were
priced according to what
kinds of decorations the peo-
ple wanted for their wreaths.

The people who came to
the wreath sale bought all
180 wreaths from the troop
and the club, selling out
entirely in just five hours.

“The support of the com-
munity means a lot,” said
Janet Theroux. “It always
amazes me how people come
in and buy the wreaths every
year, and we always sell
out.”

The immediate support of
the community for the troop
and the 4-H clubs are greatly
appreciated, and they look
forward to the new year for
new opportunities and fun.

“(It’s) the joy in people’s
faces when they see a beau-
tiful wreath,” said Thibault.
“I grew up in this town and
am so happy to continue to
see new 4-H-ers taking an
interest in all the clubs we
have to offer. The commu-
nity comes out to support us
at every event, from this to
Trunk or Treat, the 4-H fair
tent, we are so grateful.”

décor pieces.

DEADLINE

In observance of CHRISTIVIAS for
Dec. 22-26 newspapers there will be an
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!

Place your advertisement no later than

ABOVE: A line of people prepping the
wreaths for sale, picking out beautiful

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

LEFT: Working hard to tie some beauti-
ful bows with all colors and textures of
ribbons for the wreaths.

i PUBLIC
NOTICE

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLE
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of
December 19, 2025 the follow-
ing motor vehicle will be for sale
to satisfy a garage keepers lien:

Vehicle: 2009 Honda Odyssey

VIN: SFNRL387X9B050498

Color: Blue

LKO: Aramis Ares

Address: 313 Maple Street

Springfield, MA 01105
Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
12/04, 12/11, 12/18/2025

the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

publication date

coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the

Please check

Also, be sure
the requested

law demands.
Thank you.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

24. Proverb

recover

winner

Thurs., Dec. 17 at 3 p.m. | |+

A TURLEY PUBLICATION

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

Visit us at

WWWw.

turley

.COm

21. “Partner” to flow
23. Former Michigan
coach Brady

28. Gasteyer and de
Armas are two

29. Helps a body

30. Baseball Cy Young

32. Very fast airplane
33. Offensive baseball

35. Body of water

CLUES ACROSS 36. Record of one’s armadillo
1. Dough made from heartbeat 3. Mobile

corn flour 39. Signs a contract 4. Romanian city
5. Rise 41. Atomic #24 5. Making sour
11. Gratitude 42. Bind securely 6. Take a seat
14. A low wall 44, French Jesuit 7. “The Golden State”
15. Kidnap theologian 8. When you hope to
18. A cup golfers want  46. Fragrant brown arrive

to win balsam 9. Pointed ends of pens
19. Outgoing 47. Post office box 10. Extinct flightless bird

49. Sells tickets at
inflated prices

52. Places to hang
coats

56. Jewish salutation

58. Yellow fruits

60. Poorly educated

62. Microorganism

12. Sharp-pointed
dueling sword

13. Nape of neck

16. Problems (Spanish
slang)

17. Narrow carpet

20. To avoid the risk of

22. Spiritual academic

63. Talk show host degree (abbr.)
Barrymore 25. Equally
26. Traditional cars still
CLUES DOWN need it

1. A way to plan
2. Three-banded

27. Eligible voters

29. Greek alphabet letter 61.

31. Body part

34. Referee-declared
outcome

36. Means to moving
money

37. Popular footwear
brand

38. Cockatoo

40. NFL’s big game

43. Botswana currencies

45. News-reporting
organization

48. Batman villain

50. Urgent request

51. Not all

53. Hallmark’s specialty

54. Knot in a tree

55. Satisfy

57. Notable space
station

58. Baby’s dining
accessory

59. Stitch clothing

__and behold

BUSINESS SERVICE

R E C T O R Y

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each ad-
vertiser is request-
ed to check their
advertisement
the first time it
appears. This pa-
per will not be

responsible for
more than one
corrected inser-

tion, nor will be li-
able for any error
in an advertise-
ment to a greater
extent than the
cost of the space
occupied by the
item in the adver-
tisement.

AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY
Complete Auto Body, Paint &
Repair, auto glass, computerized
paint matching, also routine car
maintenance. Free estimates. Old
Springfield Rd., Belchertown.
413-323-6664.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories, PC
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades,
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-
1122. John Alix, Owner.

SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS
Full service full time gunsmith.
40 Years experience. Located at
450 State St., Belchertown.
413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012.
Great cuts for men and women. A
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.
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Let’s Hear It for Our
Best Local Businesses

\/
TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

BELL & HUDSON INSURANCE
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel.
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591.
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto,
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC.
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel
Horse, Scag, Jonsered,
Residential and Commercial.
41 South Whitney St., Amherst,
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROBERTS ROOFS CO.,
INC. Trusted name since
1982. Commercial, industrial,
residential. Specializing in
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat roofing.
Snow Removal. Fully licensed.
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING, INC.
Snow plows, sanders, sales &
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs,
trailer hitches, trailer repairs,
welding, fabrication, lawnmower
repairs. 330 Harkness Rd.,
Amherst. 413-253-4867




PAGE 14

THE SENTINEL «- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2025

T

L7 4

Lori Chaffee’s adorable Hot Cocoa Bar from her small busi-
ness, Grazescape: A Culinary Experience.

Ann Burns with her adorable mushroom pottery pieces she

hand made.
LIGHTS from page 1

event features a vendor fair
and a chance for people to
explore and buy from local
businesses, as Christmas gifts
are on the minds of people all
over.

Winter Light Night also
features a gingerbread house
contest, a horse-drawn car-
riage ride, and donated treats
like kettle corn from Kettle
and Pine in West Brookfield
and maple cotton candy from
Shattuck’s Sugar House here
in town.

“I love that this has become
a tradition for our town. It’s
something that my family and
I look forward to every year.
My kids have been coming to
Winter Light Night as long as
they can remember. It means
a lot to me to be able to help
keep this tradition going,” said
Melanie Donovan, Chair of
the Cultural Council.

The Belchertown Fire
Association served hot choc-
olate with mix-ins, and the
Belchertown Police began
collecting donations for their
annual toy drive.

Students from the high
school helped run the s’mo-
res station, back this year in
consolidated and safe fire pits.
There was also a luminaries
station where people could
come to the table and decorate
a bag, add a candle, and watch
it glow as the sun set and light
up the Common.

“It’s a lot of work behind
the scenes. I don’t know
if folks realize how far in
advance we have to start plan-
ning events like this. We’ve
been working on Winter Light
Night since the end of sum-
mer,” said Donovan.

So much gets put into mak-
ing sure the night is a success,

Members of the Belchertown Police and Fire Departments serving up some cocoa wit Comfort
Dog Oliver.

right down to the vendors that
come in, filling both the St.
Francis Parish Hall and the
Old Town Hall with tables of
treasures to choose from for
gifts.

But what really shines on
this night aren’t so much the
tree or the giant snowflakes or
strings of warm yellow lights,
but the different groups and
organizations in town that
help make events like these
possible.

From the DPW helping
set up the lights, to ReMax
members Matt and Annmarie
Jackson donating finds to
cover free coffee for the
whole night from Tom’s
Travelin’ Coffee Truck, the
Select Board and Board of
Health ensuring that every-
thing is in order, and the
police and fire department
keeping everyone safe and
having smiles all around,
everyone makes a difference.

“And that’s one of the
things that I love about
Belchertown, we have a com-
munity that always gives
back,” said Donovan. “Winter
Light Night could not happen
without the support of our
local businesses, who spon-
sored all the activities and sta-
tions on the common, and our
amazing group of volunteers
who spent hours putting it all
together and then cleaning up
afterwards.”

The community truly
comes together on this day
every year, and it has become
a wonderful tradition for the
residents of Belchertown, as
they come to not only see
their tree light up, but also
each other, despite the tem-
perature being in the twenties
and the cocoa going cold in
insulated cups.

“I was speaking to a resi-
dent a couple of weeks ago,
and she mentioned how much
she was looking forward to
Winter Light Night. She said
the first time she went, it felt
like a Hallmark movie,” said
Donovan. “It almost doesn’t
seem possible to have an
event this wholesome in real
life. I am so thankful for and
proud of the people who work
with us to make this event
happen”

And this evening is magic,
indeed, as it sets the tone for
the holiday season and what
it truly means: gathering with
your community, smiling,
laughing, and giving back.

JenaRose Zawalski, and Fiona and Sam Stretton with their
handmade items.

Corie Diehl, owner of Tm’s Travelin’ Coffee and nnmarie

Beautiful pieces made by Tania Grael.
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Giana Mosen, Jocelﬁn f’atten, and Racquel Pogoda running the
s’mores station.



