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GRANBY – Halloween is 
here, and with it comes the 
costumes, candy, and late-
night adventures its known 
for. On a chilly Saturday eve-
ning last week, the Friends 
of  Granby’s Parks and 
Recreation hosted a spe-
cial drive-in movie night at 
Dufresne Park. 

The Friends have been 
hosting this movie night for 
the past three years now, and 
the tradition continued this 
year, with the Friends put-
ting out on their Facebook 
page three movies to vote 
on by the community, and 
they voted on Disney’s 
“Monster’s Inc.” 

“We want to keep the com-
munity involved and be a 
part of these events so they 
feel like more than just an 
attendee, and that’s really the 
goal in what we’re doing,” 
said Chair of the Friends, 
Josh Fernandes. 

While Granby does not 
officially have a Parks and 
Recreation Department, the 
Friends operates in its place, 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN—As 
Hal loween  approaches , 
the Belchertown Historical 
Associat ion once again 
brought history to life, quite 
literally, during its annu-
al Mount Hope Cemetery 
Tour, held last Sunday. The 
free, family-friendly event 
invited guests to step back 
in time and meet some of 
Belchertown’s most notable 
residents, portrayed by cos-
tumed interpreters who told 
stories of life, loss, and leg-
acy.

Organized by longtime 
Historical Association mem-
ber Sally Shattuck, the tours 

have become a much-antic-
ipated fall tradition. “A lot 
of the people who helped 
found Belchertown or shaped 
its early history are buried 
here,” Shattuck explained. 
“It’s not a spooky trick-or-
treat event… it’s more of a 
historical experience.”

Each year, local volun-
teers and some high school 
interns of Shattuck’s take 
on the roles of historic fig-
ures, delivering first-person 
accounts at gravesites around 
the cemetery. This year’s pro-
gram also featured Dennis 
Picard, a seasoned reenactor 
and storyteller, whose vivid 
tales blended history and 
folklore. Among the stories 
Picard told was the unset-
tling legend of Rev. Justice 

Forward, an early pastor 
whose belief in vampires 
led him to exhume his own 
daughter during a 19th-cen-
tury epidemic of consump-
tion (tuberculosis).

Mount Hope Cemetery, 
one of several historic burial 
grounds in town, holds the 
stories of generations who 
built the community. Visitors 
learned about the Dwight 
family, who were among 
Belchertown’s earliest set-
tlers. Justice Dwight helped 
survey the land that became 
the town, while his descen-
dants: Jonathan, Nathaniel, 
and Diana, played key roles 
in shaping the village center 
and the beloved Stone House 
Museum.

One of the evening’s 

first “encounters” was with 
Diana Dwight Howe, por-
trayed by Skylar Dupont, 
who recounted convincing 
her husband, Col. Elijah 
Dwight, to donate the land 
that became the town com-
mon and church green; spac-
es she insisted should forever 
remain open. Nearby, Susan 
Shaw Bridgeman, played 
by Randi Shenkman, shared 
how she became one of the 
first women in Belchertown 
to own property and how she 
designed Mount Hope’s lay-
out and endowed its upkeep 
for future generations.

The tour intertwined per-
sonal tragedy with local 

Annual Halloween movie night 
hosted by Recreation Dept.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

B E L C H E RT O W N  — 
Local officials and planners 
reviewed the town’s compre-
hensive Hazard Mitigation 
Plan, highlighting critical 
strategies to address increas-
ing environmental risks and 
potential climate change 
impacts.

Mimi Kaplan, Senior Land 
Use  and  Envi ronmenta l 
Planner at Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, led 
the presentation, explain-
ing that the plan, funded 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management  Agency,  is 

updated approximately every 
five years.

At the meeting’s outset, 
Belchertown Fire Chief John 
Ingram said, “We’ve been 
working on it for quite a few 
months now together, and this 
is kind of the final review of 
it.”

Kaplan defined the plan’s 
core purpose, stating, “FEMA 
defines Hazard Mitigation as 

any  sus ta ined 
action taken to 
reduce or elimi-
nate long-term 
risk to people 
a n d  p r o p e r t y 
from natural haz-
ards.”

According to 
Kaplan’s presen-
tation, climate 
change assess-
ments  p red ic t 

that by the century’s end, 
Belchertown could experience 
up to 60 additional days annu-
ally with temperatures exceed-
ing 90 degrees. Furthermore, 
the probability of river flood-
ing could triple, and histori-

cal rainfall events might occur 
four times more frequently.

Top community hazard 
concerns include localized 
flooding in areas like Railroad 
Street and Warren Wright 
Road, power outages from 
high wind events, increasing 
wildfire risks, extreme heat 
impacts and invasive species 
damage.

During the technical dis-
cussion,  one part icipant 
asked about culvert replace-
ment capabilities, specifically 
whether current regulations 
allow for larger installations to 
accommodate future climate 
scenarios.

Kaplan confirmed that cur-
rent funding programs support 
adaptive infrastructure. 

“I  believe that’s  what 
the town’s already doing,” 
she said. “You have to have 
stream crossing standards, 
still allowing wildlife through, 
but also making sure that 
they’re large enough for large 

Town updates hazard mitigation plan, 
prepares for climate challenges

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com

B E L C H E R T O W N /
SOUTH HADLEY — For 
the past 27 years, towns 
across the nation have hosted 
Drug Takeback Day, which 

is done through the Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
in coordination with over 
4,400 law enforcement part-
ners around the country.

T h e  2 8 t h  N a t i o n a l 
Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day was hosted by 
the Belchertown Police 
Department and BOAT, 

Belchertown Overcoming 
Adversity Together, and the 
South Hadley Police and 
TRIAD on Saturday, Oct. 25, 
at the Belchertown Common 
and South Hadley Police 
Station. 

Town hosts annual Drug Take Back

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
From the BPD, Officer Jay Krol, Sergeant Neil Lozier, and Officer Adams and Sergeant Jack-
son from the Hampshire County Sheriff’s Office. 

Spirits of the past come alive in historic Mount Hope Cemetery

TURLEY PHOTO BY ABIGAIL MCCOY
Susan Shaw Bridgeshaw, played by Randi Shenkman.

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Heather Guzman and Lucy Schafer making hot chocolate and getting the meat ready for walk-
ing tacos. 

“FEMA defines Hazard 
Mitigation as any sustained 
action taken to reduce or 
eliminate long-term risk to 
people and property from 
natural hazards.”

– Mimi Kaplan

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
Prioritizing the health of 
community members is 
important, and Belchertown 
Overcoming Advers i ty 
Together, BOAT, and the 
Clapp Memorial Library 
have come together to host 
Community Wellness Fairs 
throughout the year, once 
a month to help the com-
munity get access to these 
resources. 

“Building partnerships 
with local organizations like 
BOAT means we’re build-
ing a stronger communi-
ty that works together and 
helps each other. I think 
that’s really important to the 
well-being of the communi-
ty,” said Marcin Marszalek 
from CML. 

“Hosting this event allows 
BOAT and Clapp Memorial 
Library to provide access 
to resources that may not 
be well known in the com-
munity, such as Naloxone 
(Narcan) kits, Deterra med-
ication disposal packets, 
and educational materials 
that help prevent substance 
misuse and save lives,” 
said Kim Prough, Program 
Director of BOAT. 

The partnership between 
BOAT and the library is 

rooted in the community, 
with an emphasis on their 
shared vision for well-
ness for all who live in 
town, and all who enter 
the doors of the library.  
“A vital part of our mission 
is to support the members 
of our community in their 
pursuit of education and 
leisure by providing books, 
movies, databases, etc. 
Events like the Wellness 
Fair mean we are also sup-
porting public health issues, 
which are an important part 
of our patrons’ lives,” said 
Marszalek. 

BOAT works hard in the 
community to raise aware-
ness about substance use 
disorders, and the damaging 
and heartbreaking effects 
it can have on the people 
it affect and their loved 
ones. BOAT works with 
the primary goal of raising 
awareness and taking on a 
proactive approach through 
prevention, education, and 
reducing the stigma around 
the disorder. 

The Clapp Memorial 
Library is open and wel-
comes all and provides 
space and ways for the com-
munity to come together to 
learn. Its large youth pro-
grams are the perfect place 

CML, BOAT partner for 
community wellness

Please see MOVIE NIGHT, 
page 4

Please see SPIRITS, 
page 11

Please see TAKE BACK, 
page 5

Please see WELLNESS, 
page 8

Please see MITIGATION, 
page 8
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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Now Accepting New Patients
WHY WHY 
GO TO GO TO 
URGENT URGENT 
CARE?CARE?
Don’t Forget To 
Get Your Flu Shot 
This Fall!

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.
Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Stingrays team is making a 
splash as they prepare for the 
upcoming season, announc-
ing an exciting new coaching 
staff ready to lead the team 
to success. With a renewed 
focus on skill development, 
team culture, and fun, the 
team is eagerly anticipating 
a rewarding winter season in 
the water.

​This season, Stingrays 
welcome Geoffery and Greg 
Gould as their new Head 
Coaches. The Goulds will 
be accompanied by assistant 
Coaches Ken and Megan 
Riley,  Paul McCloskey, 
Sam Smolinski, Destiny 
Ranzie, and Alex Malejko. 
The Goulds brings a wealth 
of experience, having previ-
ously created, coached and 
participated in Belchertown’s 
Adult  Swim Team, The 
Silver Rays.

​“I’m incredibly excited to 
rejoin the Stingray family,” 
said Coach Geoffrey Gould. 
“This team has a strong 
foundation, and our goal is 
to build on that by fostering 
a positive and challenging 
environment where every 
swimmer, from our newest 
beginners to our top compet-
itors, can achieve their per-
sonal best. We’ll be focusing 
on a lot of technique work 
and, most importantly, mak-
ing sure the kids love being 
in the pool.”

​Meet the New Coaches
​Alongside Coach Geoff 

and Greg Gould, the team 
is also thrilled to intro-
duce Assistant Coaches 

Megan and Ken Riley, Paul 
McCloskey, Sam Smolinski, 
Destiny Ranzie, and Alex 
Malejko.

​Megan Riley: Is well-
known in the communi-
ty as a Cold Spring School 
staff member and last sea-
son’s temporary Stingrays 
Head Coach. Megan is a 
Belchertown native and for-
mer Stingray/Belchertown 
swim team competitor; we 
are thrilled to welcome her 
back to support our team!

Paul McCloskey: Also, our 
temporary Head Coach for 
the previous winter season, 
Paul is back to support our 
team. A college swimmer and 
Silver Rays participant, Paul 
brings a wealth of experience 
and knowledge to our pro-
gram. Thank you, Paul, for 

jumping in!
​Ken Riley: Joins the staff 

with a personal background 
in swimming. Ken is also a 
Belchertown native and for-
mer Stingray/Belchertown 
swim team competitor. His 
current involvement in the 
pool puts him in a strate-
gic position to teach while 
engaging in pool time mul-
tiple days a week. Welcome, 
Ken!

Sam Smolinski, Destiny 
Ranzie, and Alex Malejko: 
S w i m  l e s s o n  i n s t r u c -
tors, Life Guard staff, for-
mer Stingrays, and current 
Belchertown High School 
swim teammates, these 3 do 
it all. From developing prac-
tice plans, providing techni-
cal assistance and wrangling 
swimmers, we feel so for-
tunate to have their support. 
Thank you all!

​A Focus on Growth 
and Community

​The new staff emphasiz-
es that their philosophy 
goes beyond just fast times. 
They aim to teach valuable 
life skills such as discipline, 

sportsmanship, and goal-set-
ting.

​“Swimming is an individ-
ual sport, but the team expe-
rience is everything,” adds 
Coach Gould. “We want to 
create a cohesive team where 
everyone supports each other, 
not just in the lane but out-
side of the pool, too. The 
Belchertown community 
has always been incredibly 
supportive, and we are com-
mitted to making the team a 
source of local pride.”

​Although the Stingrays 
have already kicked off 
their winter season with 
daily practices,  i t  isn’t 
too late to get your child 
involved. If you are interest-
ed, please send an email to 
coachesbsst@gmail.com. 

The energy at the pool is 
electric, and the Stingrays 
are ready to swim hard, swim 
fast and have fun! Stay tuned 
for Meet information and 
come cheer on the team! 

Here’s to a great season!

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Pictured from left to right: Megan Riley, Ken Riley, Destiny Ranzie, Greg Gould, Geoff Gould, Sam 
Smolinski, Alex Malejko, and Paul McCloskey.

Belchertown Stingrays Swim Team dives 
into new season with fresh coaching staff

CORRECTION
In the October 24 edition of the Sentinel, we 

received a submitted press release that incorrectly 
referred to Town Manager Steve Williams as “Town 
Administrator.” We apologize for the mistake.

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
Please join us on Saturday, 
Nov. 1, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. We will be set up out-
side at Belchertown Animal 
C o n t r o l ,  1 6 5  G e o rg e 
Hannum Rd. So, head on 
down the hill before or after 
you hit all of the Holiday 
Bazaar’s uptown. 

Did you know BARC 
turned 10 this year! Come 
check out our Anniversary 
tees! We will also have our 
new BARC hoodies and 
winter hats for sale, along 
with all of our other BARC 

swag, dog tails, catnip fish 
and many other wonder-
ful craft items made and 
donated by our local sup-
porters. Come grab a cup 
of hot chocolate and say hi 
to Oliver, our BPD comfort 
dog who will be visiting. It’s 
a perfect time to start your 
holiday shopping for the 
animals and animal lovers 
in your life. Any donation or 
purchase gives you a chance 
to take home one of our spe-
cial baskets. 

Come on out and support 
us in our 10th year.

BARC Holiday Pop-Up

B E L C H E R T O W N 
–  C h a r l y  R o q u e ,  t h e 
Belcher town Veterans’ 
Agent, announces the annual 
Veterans’ Day event set for 
this year in the Belchertown 
High School  Veterans’ 
Memorial Auditorium.  

Please come out and join 
the community in celebrat-
ing our nation’s veterans. 
Gold Star families planning 
to attend Tuesday’s ceremo-
ny are asked to contact Mrs. 
Roque at 413-323-0409.

The following Veterans’ 
Day event is planned for 
Tuesday, Nov. 11: Anyone 

wishing to join is asked to 
gather at the Belchertown 
To w n  H i g h  S c h o o l 
Auditorium. The ceremony 
will begin at 11 a.m. 

We will be joined by 
Belchertown’s Chestnut Hill 
Community School’s band 
and chorus as well as local 
Scouts from Troops 57 and 
167.

Anyone wishing to retire 
worn U.S. flags may drop 
them off at the Veterans’ 
Agen t ’s  o ff i ce  in  the 
Freedom Center or in the 
Flag Drop Box on the 2nd 
floor of the Town Hall.

2025 Belchertown 
Veterans’ Day Ceremony
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The Roadhouse Cafe is 
Celebrating 1 Year 

Under New Management!
Enjoy A Warm Grilled Cheese 

On One of Our Homemade Breads!
OPEN DAILY FROM 7 AM TO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

RC
Local ingredients
Fresh creations

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

Pat Wheway—Assoc. Broker
413-478-1166—patwheway@gmail.com

www.whewaygroup.com

Stunning New Build, Contemporary Farmhouse 
3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath, Office, 2 Car Garage 

Pat Wheway—Assoc. Broker 
413-478-1166—patwheway@gmail.com 

www.whewaygroup.com 

MLS #734436777 

 

308 N. LIBERTY ST. 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 

 
$749,000.00 

308 N. LIBERTY ST.
BELCHERTOWN, MA

$749,000.00

Stunning New Build, Contemporary Farmhouse
3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath, Office, 2 Car Garage

MLS #734436777

 

NEED ADVICE on the Principles of Investing? 
How to manage risk and how to get optimal returns? 

“The effects and impacts of inflation over time” 

Thursday, November 13th, 2025 

5-5:30P.M.-Light Dinner 

 5:30-6:00 P.M.– Presentation with Nick Pucel, President of  
Cold Spring Investments 

*Tour opportunities before and after the presentation 
 

R.S.V.P. by Thursday, November 6th to Lorna Stone @ 413-323-5500 
 

99 Front Street, Belchertown 01007 

SNOWPLOW 
CONTRACTORS

WANTED

Interested parties should call (413) 323-0415.
Belchertown Dept. of Public Works
290 Jackson Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007
The Town of Belchertown is an 
Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Employer and
does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, sex, national origin,
religion or disability in employment.

The Town of Belchertown is seeking private contractors
to plow for Winter Season 2025-2026. 

Insurance, W-9 and Vehicle Registration is required.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

separate from the town government, and is a 
501-c3 nonprofit composed of five dedicated 
volunteers who get together to research, plan, 
and coordinate fun events for the community. 

“We focus on involving our local business-
es in and around town to chip in or provide 
some sponsorships, or like this event, their 
time and community outreach, like they did 
while handing out candy,” said Fernandes. 
“It’s good for them in that they are able to be 
in the town and create those relationships.” 

The evening hosted several local and town 
businesses who came to the Park and the 
movie with candy and other treats as a way 
to engage with the community and share their 
name with the people they met. 

Cindy’s came with their ice cream truck, 
offering free Italian ice, and Pack 4034 came 
with their fundraising hats on to sell hot choc-
olate and walking tacos with a full conces-
sion stand of yummy snacks as well. Bree’s 
Balloons was there to tie together some fun 
critters for the kids, and the Granby Police, 
Fire, and EMS were there with their trucks 
for a mini touch-a-truck. 

“We want everyone to be involved and have 
fun, and not have to worry about money, and 
don’t want it to be a limiting factor in any 
way, shape, or form,” said Fernandes. 

The night was filled with fun, and kids 
raced around with their balloons and were on 
a mission to get as many pieces of candy as 
possible.

“I am a new-ish father to a three-and-a-
half-year-old, and I love to see my daughter 
participate in these events and seeing her 
enjoy it is translated into the joy of the other 
children who get to come and play, and I love 
that,” said Fernandes. “I was looking for a 
way to get involved, and seeing the kids enjoy 
the events is what got me involved.” 

The biggest need for the Friends right now 
is community involvement. Whether its inter-
acting with them on Facebook or through 
email, or attending their meetings, the group 
is looking to add members to help them to 
come up with community events for the little 
town of Granby.

“I think the ultimate goal is to have four or 
five staple events that we host every year, and 
we can encourage the community and local 
businesses to come out for. Our biggest lim-
itation right now is volunteers to try and bring 
this all to fruition. We would love to have 
people come out to our meetings and share 
ideas,” said Fernandes. “I am looking forward 
to the many ways we can help our community 
come together and grow in general.” 

You can contact the Friends at granby-
parkfriends@gmail.com and on Facebook, 
or attend one of their quarterly or pre-event 
meetings, can reach out at any time with 
ideas, which they share on the town page.

MOVIE NIGHT from page 1

The Granby Police, Fire, and EMS came out with a fire truck, ambulance, and police cruiser for 
the mini touch-a-truck. 

Tryston Tolliver and Erica McClafflin from People’s Bank with 
their witty costumes.

The White family, James, Erika, and Liv, and their interior 
design company White Hollow. 

Caitlyn Eichhorn, Ashley Medina, and Katelyn White from Chil-
dren First dressed as adorable children’s book characters. 

Sisters Amelia and Julia with their balloon 
critters made by Bree’s Balloons. 

Friends with their candy ready for the movie 
to begin. 

Ryan-Sue 
Patuno and 

Tanya Patruno 
handing out 
candy from

 Tanya Gets Fit. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL!

 

6 Inch Pots 
$9.99

Order Fresh All Natural 
Thanksgiving Turkeys

Order Deadline:  November 9, 2025
- Bob’s Turkey Farm
“Broad Breasted White Turkeys”
From Lancaster, MA

- Bell & Evans
“Excellent Turkeys”
From Pennsylvania

Apple, Pumpkin, Blueberry, 
Fruits of the Forest, 
Maple Rum Pecan, 

Chocolate Cream & MORE!

Randall’s 
Fresh Baked Pies

Order Early for Best Availability

Ready to Heat & Serve
FROM RANDALL’S KITCHEN

Butternut Cider Bisque Soup, 
Maple Pecan Roasted Butternut Squash,
Turkey Gravy, Cranberry Orange Relish, 

Sausage & Apple Stuffing,
Creamy Mashed Potatoes, 
Mashed Turnips & Carrots, 
Sunset Stuffed Mushrooms

Specials
10/29 – 11/4/25

Locally Grown 
Cauliflower Large Heads  ................... $3.99/ea

Locally Grown
Green Cabbage Jumbo Head . $3.99/ea

Locally Grown Yukon Gold 
Potatoes .......................................5lb Bags $3.49
Locally Grown Butternut & 
Acorn Squash  ........................................99¢/lb

Locally Grown Mac & Cortland 
Apples  .........................................5lb Tote Bags $5.99

All 20% OFF
Tulips, Hyacinths, Daffodils, Crocus

Fall BulbsFall Bulbs  ForFor  Spring BloomsSpring Blooms

CYCLAMEN
Beautiful BloomingBeautiful Blooming

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031

413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM, Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

The Co-op has a staff of about
20 customer-focused people
who are ready to help you.

ANTIQUE GREEN
BOTTLE
HUMMINGBIRD 
FEEDER

FENCING

NURSERY CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR

CO-OP
MORE THAN YOUR AVERAGE FARM & GARDEN STORE!

ESTABLISHED 1914
98 YEARS 2012

www.hardwickfarmers.net

Sale prices good thru 6/14/12
    (while supplies last)

PET FOOD

 BIRD

ANTIQUE GREEN

PET SUPPLIESPET SUPPLIES

14 GAUGE
ELECTRIC
FENCE WIRE

  reg. $3999

#69602200

1/4 mile roll

TASTE OF THE WILD
DOG FOOD
High Prairie 30# 

 reg. $4599 
#074198609642

HOT SHOT
INDOOR FOGGER
3 pk
#071121201379  reg. $999 

ALL FLEA & TICK PRODUCTS

KEEP YOUR PET HEALTHY
Prevent flea and tick infestation 
Fleas can cause itching, 
flea allergy dermatitis, or 
tapeworms. Ticks can cause 
Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever or tick paralysis.

NATURE’S WAY
LAWN FOOD
4,000sq/ft bag 
#86410400

  reg. $2299

 reg. $1999

#077625810826

999

ALL MENS CLOTHING

June 16, 2PM - Seminar – COMPOSTING 101 – Call in advance to reserve a seat

Open: Mon-Fri 7AM-6PM, 
Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

Let our knowledgeable staff help with your farm/garden needs

Since 1914

GREAT 
NEW FALL & 

WINTER WORK 
CLOTHING
Arriving Daily
from Carhartt,

Dickies

GARDEN
TOOLS FOR 
YOUR FALL 
CLEAN UP

WARM 
SOCKS,
GLOVES,

HATS

LODGE
CAST IRON
COOKWARE

LOCAL CHEESE, 
HONEY, MAPLE SYRUP 

ALONG WITH 
OTHER LOCAL FOOD & 
BEVERAGE CHOICES

LARGE 
SELECTION OF

PET 
FEEDS & 
SUPPLIES

FARM TOYS
AND GIFTS
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

WE ARE YOUR FALL “DESTINATION”

Become 
A Member 

& Save 
Today!

“We do it twice a year 
nationally, and it’s a way to 
dispose of medications safely 
and protect the environment,” 
said Kris Hoag, Programs 
Director of BOAT. “Drug 
Take Back Day is an added 
layer of protection over our 
community.” 

BOAT had a table of infor-
mation on the common, as 
well as free narcan and other 
resources for people to utilize 
after leaving their old medica-
tions to be safely disposed of. 

Drug Take Back Day offers 
a safe, convenient, and anon-
ymous way to dispose of 
unneeded prescription med-
ication, which is dangerous 
to dispose of in the trash as it 
can be found and ingested or 
pollute the water supply.

“My favorite thing about it 
is interacting with the com-
munity,” said Officer Jay 
Krol. “It’s a great way for us 
to meet the community, and 
also to know that these medi-
cations won’t be on the streets 
or a danger to anyone else.” 

The Hampshire County 
Sherif’s Department takes all 
disposed medications, wheth-
er from drop offs at Drug 
Take Back Day events, or 
from the consistent lockbox-
es at the police station, to be 
incinerated by the DEA. 

All the police stations in 
the community and neigh-

boring towns have drug lock 
boxes for drop-offs and is 
safe and anonymous. 

The SHPD works alongside 
SALT, or Seniors and Law 
Enforcement Together, under 
TRIAD. 

“The members of this 
group all have the interests 
of the South Hadley seniors 

at heart and are willing to 
share their time generously to 
meet the safety needs of the 
South Hadley seniors,” said 
Marion Callahan, President of 
TRIAD. 

The members of TRIAD, 
present with Sergeant Doug 
Percy, held a table at the 
back of the police station 
with information about the 
work TRIAD does, and filled 
over six boxes of discarded 
drugs to be picked up by the 
Hampshire County Sheriffs 
Office. 

“It’s a really great pub-
lic service, too,” said SALT 
member Connie Clancy. 

Drug Take Back Days are 
an important way communi-
ties can help control drugs 
and access to drugs that are 
unused or expired, that have 
the potential to be abused.

The Police Departments 
and local organizations that 
work alongside them are here 
to help, and they work hard to 
ensure that our communities 
are safer places.

TAKE BACK from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
Angela Battle and Kris Hoag from BOAT. 

Sergeant Doug Percy from Sergeant Doug Percy from 
South Hadley with two gi-South Hadley with two gi-
ant bags of disposed pillsant bags of disposed pills. 

Danny Gobrial came out to support Drug 
Take Back Day with Officer Kro.l

Marion Callahan, Ann Root, Sergeant Doug Percy, and Connie 
Clancy at the SHPD for Drug Take Back. 
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Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley Election 
Policy 

To the Editor,

B e l c h e r t ow n  A n i m a l 
Control would like to thank 
all the contributors and all 
the shoppers who made the 
Fall Pet Supply & Gifts Tag 
Sale such a huge success. 

Over $1,500 was added to 
the ACO Gift Fund to help 
shelter and community pets 
in need.  

Any items donated to 
Animal Control are used by 
the shelter pets first and only 
items that are not needed go 

into the tag sale. Items left 
after the tag sale are donated 
to local shelters and rescues, 
so all donated items benefit 
the animals.

Diana Carter, 
Belchertown

Thanking the community for your support

I miss the days of carving 
pumpkins with the kids. 
Last year was the first 

year time got away from us 
and we just didn’t get around 
to doing it.  

I guess the rituals  aren’t 
quite as important as they 
used to be when the girls 
were younger. Alas, 
time marches on.

I still got a kick 
out of decorating the 
porch with pumpkins, 
big and small, orange 
and white. Not a Jack-
o’-Lantern to be seen, 
just a pretty autumnal 
scene. 

It is safe to say that we 
New Englanders have a fond 
affection for the pumpkin. 
And by the look of the neigh-
borhood, we enjoy this fruit 
(yes, fruit) more on our door-
steps these days than we do 
in our kitchens.  

This wasn’t always the 
case; in fact, the pumpkin 
was a staple in the diets of 
Native Americans long before 
the pilgrims set foot on 
Plymouth Rock.  

The pumpkin is thought to 
have originated in Mexico. 
Seeds found there of a distant 
Cucurbit relative were dated 
all the way back to 7000 
to 5500 B.C.! In our more 
recent past, Native Americans 
taught colonists how to plant 
pumpkins; soon they became 
indispensable in their diets.  

The hard outer skin of 
the pumpkin allowed it to 
be stored for a long period 
of time, sustaining the com-
munity throughout the winter 
months. It was also versatile, 
used in stews, bread baking, 
and even in desserts.   

Historians speculate that 
the pumpkin pie may have 

evolved from the century’s 
long practice of removing 
the top of a pumpkin, strain-
ing out the seeds and more 
stringy flesh, adding milk, 
honey and spices and baking 
it for hours in hot  coals . 

Today, we continue to 
enjoy pumpkin pie, but main-
ly as a holiday treat.  

When  carv ing  pump-
kins became more and more 
trendy, breeders concentrated 
their efforts on large, elon-
gated, hard-skinned and stur-
dy pumpkins, in other words, 
those that would lend them-
selves best to a spooky face. 
These, however, may not be 
the most satisfying to our 
taste buds.  

The smaller, “sugar-type” 
pumpkin is more appetizing 
in texture and taste.  

Many of you already know 
that pumpkins are good for 
you too! The dark orange 
color of the flesh is a give-
away that, just like carrots, 
yams and winter squash, the 
pumpkin is packed with beta 
carotene, the precursor to 
vitamin A.  

Researchers have long been 
touting the benefits of beta 
carotene to ward off infection 
and some types of cancer. It 
may also slow the aging pro-
cess.  

Besides that, pumpkins 
contain a healthy dose of 
potassium and fiber, are low 

in sodium and are fat free. 
Incidentally, pumpkin seeds 
when consumed regularly 
have shown to keep the pros-
tate healthy. 

They also contain a healthy 
dose of magnesium.

Did you ever wonder where 
the tradition of carving Jack-

o’-Lanterns originated? It is 
thanks in part to an the 
Irish folk tale of Stingy 

Jack, an unsavory fig-
ure who unwelcome 
in Heaven, outsmart-

ed the devil and was left 
to roam the earth with only 
a burning coal to light his 

way.  According to the leg-
end, Jack put the coal in a 
carved out turnip (which he 
was fond of stealing!) and has 
been roaming ever since.  

“Jack of the Lantern” 
has become simply “Jack- 
o’-Lantern.” In Scotland 
and Ireland people made 
their own Jack-o’-Lanterns 
out of turnips or potatoes. 
In England, large beets 
were used.  The tradition 
came with the immigrants 
to America; here they found 
the pumpkin perfect for carv-
ing. And so it has continued! 
Maybe I will have to carve 
one myself, just for old time’s 
sake.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I recently heard the tail 

end of a radio program, 
which was discussing 
“signing up for my Social 
Security account.” 

I am now 76 years old 
and have been receiving 
my SSA monthly amount 
directly into a credit union 
account for years. Since 
the time when I applied 
to begin receiving Social 
Security, I have had no 
need to contact SSA again 
since everything is work-
ing fine. I do not like hav-
ing to use the Internet. 
It seems the government 
is just giving me busy 
work and requiring me 
to remember usernames, 
passwords, etc. just when 
I am trying desperately to 
simplify my life. Can you 
shed any light on the need 
to sign up for an online 
SSA account by answering 
this:

1) What is the back-
ground regarding this 
“call” by the SSA to cre-
ate an online account?

2) Why is  the SSA 
wan t ing  us  to  have 
“accounts”? Mysteriously, 
no one I have asked is 
able to give me a rea-
son why we should have 
“accounts” on-line. 

3) What happens if I 
do not sign-up for an 
“account”?

4) Is there a window of 
time during which we must 
“sign up”?

T h a n k i n g  y o u  i n 
advance for any light you 
can shed on this issue. 

Signed: Concerned 
Senior

Dear Concerned: 
Whi le  c r ea t ing  an 

online Social Security 
account is recommend-
ed by the Social Security 
Administration, doing so 
is more of a convenience 
than a necessity. 

I t  is  mainly a way 
to confirm your iden-
tity to Social Security 
in advance, in case you 
need to contact them in 
the future to make chang-
es to your SS account. If 
you don’t plan to make 
any changes, then it is 
not mandatory for you 
to create an online “my 
Social Security” account. 
Nothing will change for 
you – you will continue to 
get your monthly benefits 
as you have been doing all 
these years.

Regarding your specific 
questions:

1. What is the back-
ground?

Social Security has, for 
many years, been encour-
aging people to do busi-
ness with them “online.” 
This is, essentially, a way 
to improve the efficiency 
of a) getting your needs 
handled more quickly, and 
b) improving SSA’s inter-
nal efficiency so as to han-
dle more transactions with 
fewer staff. 

2. Why does SSA want 
you to have an online 
account?

SS fraud has become 
an issue, with nefarious 
individuals  constant -
ly trying to get at a per-
son’s Social Security (and 

other) government ben-
efits. As part of its pro-
cess for online access, 
SSA has evolved to a 
quite secure online iden-
tification process, which 
includes modern security 
techniques. These include 
things like “Two-Factor 
Identification” and use of 
certain specific identifi-
cation measures through 
two main programs for 
access to government sys-
tems (known as LOGIN.
gov and ID.me). These 
create a single pre-ver-
ified way to access mul-
tiple government systems 
(such as SSA, IRS, VA, 
etc.). It means that only 
one ID and password are 
required to access numer-
ous government systems 
and ensures that those who 
access the account are the 
correct person. It is pri-
marily a way to protect 
your benefits from others 
and prevent fraud.

3. What happens if 
I do not sign-up for an 
“account”?

Nothing will happen, 
unless you have a need 
to  change something 
with Social Security. For 
example, if you for some 
reason wanted to change 
the financial account to 
which your SS benefits are 
deposited. With a secure 
LOGIN.gov account you 
could make that change 
q u i c k l y  u s i n g  y o u r 
online account. Without 
a secure online account, 
you would, instead, need 
to make an appointment 
to visit your local Social 
Security office to make the 
change and provide proof 
of who you are. Again, 
this is to reduce fraud.

4. Is there a window 
of time during which we 
must “sign up?”

As indicated above, 
there is no time in which 
you must “sign up.” If 
you do not sign up for 
online access, and don’t 
need to change anything 
with respect to your SS 
benefits, then you do not 
need to create an online 
account.

So, while creating an 
online SSA account is 
highly recommended, it is 
not mandatory for those 
who have no need to inter-
act directly with the Social 
Security Administration. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
a m a c f o u n d a t i o n . o rg /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.

Do I need to sign p for an Online 
Social Security Account?

Pumpkins of lore and legend

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

“BEEES! RUUUUUN!” 
It was midafternoon on 

the fourth day of 
our backpacking 
trip through New 
York State on the 
Appalachian Trail. 
A 93-mile hike 
f rom the  New 
Jersey border to 
the Connecticut 
border in early 
October. 

The first three 
days  had con-
firmed what oth-
ers had warned 
u s - t h e  t r a i l 
through New York would not 
be easy. Especially this year, 

when most of the ‘reliable’ 
streams were bone dry due to 

the drought. Many 
days,  we were 
forced to detour 
off the trail and 
hike into towns 
to procure water. 
With temps in the 
80’s, dehydration 
was an ever-pres-
en t  wor ry.  I n 
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e 
added weight of 
up to 6.6 pounds 
of water on our 
backs made the 
technical scram-

bles up steep rock ledges even 
MORE precarious. 

On day 4, we were hus-
tling, intent on hiking as 
many miles as possible so 
that we could reach a reliable 
water source-a water spigot at 
a pump house-before pitch-
ing our tent for the night. We 
were 12 miles into our day 
when the unimaginable hap-
pened. 

Tom was about 75 feet 
ahead of me, when he sud-
denly paused and turned back 
to make sure that I was still 
behind him. When he saw me 
a short distance away, he con-
tinued on. 

Fifteen seconds later, I 

The trials of the Appalachian Trail 

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

Please see HIKING, page 8
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HopeCenterForTheArts.org

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER EVENTS

GET TICKETS AT THE BRAND NEW

LIVE IN SPRINGFIELD

FRI NOV 14

THU DEC 11

SAT NOV 8

FRI NOV 28

SAT NOV 1

FRI NOV 21

REGION – The Boston 
Business Journal has named 
Pioneer Valley Financial 
Group an honoree in its 
annual  2025 Corporate 
Citizenship Awards, recog-
nizing the region’s top cor-
porate charitable contribu-
tors. This prestigious honor 
highlights companies that 
demonstrate an outstanding 
commitment to giving back 
through both financial sup-

port and community involve-
ment.

As one of Massachusetts’ 
most charitable companies 
in 2025, PV Financial Group 
earned recognition for con-
tributing $100,000 or more 
to local nonprofits and char-
itable causes in 2024. These 
contributions reflect not just 
corporate giving, but also the 
generosity of the company’s 
charitable foundation and the 

hands-on involvement of its 
employees through volun-
teerism and in-kind support.

The Boston Business 
Journal annually publishes its 
Corporate Citizenship list to 
spotlight organizations that 
prioritize community impact 
and exemplify corporate 
responsibility. PV Financial 
Group will be celebrated 
alongside other honorees 
at the BBJ’s 20th Annual 

C o r p o r a t e  C i t i z e n s h i p 
Awards,  to be held on 
Wednesday, September 10, 
2025, from 5:30–8:30 p.m. 
at Big Night Live, 110 
Causeway St., Boston.

At  the  hea r t  o f  PV 
Financial Group’s mission is 
a deep commitment to ser-
vice and impact:

“We believe in helping 
our clients and community 
live better. As a team, we 

are driven to offer excellent 
client experience, thought-
ful financial plans and car-
ing advice. Our legacy is the 
people and the lives that we 
have touched.”

For more information 
on the 2025 Corporate 
Citizenship Awards, visit 
https://www.bizjournals.com/
boston/news/2025/07/10/
bbj-most-charitable-compa-
nies-in-massachusetts.html. 

2025  Top  Char i tab le 
Contributors Award, creat-
ed by the Boston Business 
Journal. Presented in July 
2025 based on data gathered 
for 2024. The award recog-
nizes the most charitable 
companies in Massachusetts. 
Not indicative of advisor’s 
future performance. Your 
experience may vary. 

PV Financial Group recognized as one of  most charitable companies in 2025

WHEN: Friday, October 
31, 6:30 p.m.

WHERE: Chestnut Hill 
Community School

The Belchertown Lions 
Club is happy to announce 
that its 72nd annual Rag 
Shag Parade will assume its 
traditional format once again 
this year!  

C o s t u m e d  c h i l d r e n , 
a long  wi th  t he i r  pa r-
ents and friends, will fol-
low Belchertown Police 
Department cruisers and 
our high school marching 
band in a parade around the 
school property and, as cus-
tomary, the Belchertown Fire 
Department will bring up the 
rear with its shiny, bright fire 
trucks!

At the conclusion of the 
parade, members of the 

Belchertown Lions Club 
will hand out candy to all in 
attendance in the candy-filled 
halls of the CHCS for a fun 
and safe Halloween experi-
ence.

For those new to town, 
the term “Rag Shag Parade” 
originated as Ragamuffin 
Day in New York City, 
whe re  ch i ld ren  wou ld 
dress in threadbare clothes 
and go door-to-door on 
Thanksgiving asking for 
“a little something”.  This 
evolved into children dress-
ing in costumes for the pur-
pose of the parade-often 
competing for prizes.

Many thanks to Lion Mike 
Loftus,    the Belchertown 
Board of Health, and our 
Police and Fire Departments, 
who all worked diligently in 

the planning of these safety 
guidelines for this communi-
ty activity!  The Belchertown 
Lions Club Rag Shag parade 
began back in 1953---when 
even a few of our own cur-
rent members (as very young 
children) actually partook in 
the sunset parade around the 
town commonly led by seven 
members of the high school 
band!      Festivities were 
capped off with apple bob-
bing and candy handouts for 
the kids and cider donuts for 
the parents in the Old Town 
Hall!

The Belchertown Lions 
Club would like to thank our 
townspeople for their sup-
port in its many fundraisers 
held throughout the year that 
make such memorable com-
munity endeavors possible.

The Belchertown Lions Club Halloween 
Rag Shag Parade returns this Friday

Yuletide 
celebration 
coming to 
Belchertown

The holiday season is 
almost upon us. Are you 
ready? The Belchertown 
Historical Association is 
happy to announce that its 
annual Yuletide event will 
be held at the Stone House 
Museum this Saturday, 
Nov. 1 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

 There will be a wide 
variety of raffle baskets, 
baked goods, and old bags 
that will help you com-
plete your holiday gift list 
and support your local his-
tory museum.  

The Trustees hope that 
many of you who have 
donated items to our yule-
tide event in years past 
will come forward again to 
support us.

Your generous donations 
of baked goods or raffle 
baskets enable us to main-
tain our beautiful Stone 
House Museum, an inte-
gral part of our town’s his-
tory. You can drop off your 
donations at the museum 
on Friday, Oct. 31 from 3 
to 5 p.m.  If you have any 
questions, please contact 
sallyshattuck54@gmail.
com. 

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
Belchertown resident Dr. Ed 
Tick, a national expert on 
war-trauma healing, has been 
leading healing journeys 
back to Vietnam since 2000. 
The award-winning film on 
his work,  Healing a Soldier’s 
Heart,   makes its nation-
al public television premiere 
on Veterans Day weekend, 

Nov. 9  at 6 p.m. PT / 9 p.m. 
ET on PBS.org,  the PBS App, 
the project website,  www.
HealingSoldiers.org  and PBS 
stations. Check local PBS 
schedules for broadcast times. 
The documentary tells the 
story of Ed leading four PTSD-
suffering Vietnam Vets who 
face their moral injuries and 
find peace. It›s an inspiration-

al account that will resonate 
deeply with U.S. combat vet-
erans from the Iraq and Afghan 
wars, as well as with spous-
es, families and friends. The 
broadcast will be followed by a 
live webcast with Dr. Ed Tick, 
PTSD/moral injury experts, 
and vets. For more information 
and local listings go to  www.
HealingSoldiers.org.

A television premiere for veterans

REGION — Country 
Bank, a leading full-ser-
vice  financial 
institution serv-
i n g  C e n t r a l 
a n d  We s t e r n 
Massachusetts, 
i s  p l e a s e d 
t o  a n n o u n c e 
t h e  a p p o i n t -
ment of David 
Gent leman as 
R e t a i l  L o a n 
Offi ce r.  Wi th 
nearly 20 years 
of experience in the lend-
ing industry, David brings 
a wealth of knowledge, 
dedication, and custom-
er-first values that align 
perfectly with Country 
Bank’s mission to make a 
difference in the communi-
ties it serves.

“We are excited to wel-
come David to the Country 
Bank team,” said Miriam 
Siegel, Chief Culture & 
Development  Officer. 
“His deep experience in 
lending and his passion 
for providing exception-
al customer service make 
him a tremendous addi-
tion to our retail lending 
team. David’s relation-
ship-focused approach, 
strong community ties, and 
unwavering commitment 

to helping people achieve 
their dream of homeown-

e r s h i p  a l i g n 
seamlessly with 
our  core  va l -
ues of Integrity, 
S e r v i c e , 
T e a m w o r k , 
Excellence, and 
Prosperity.”

Throughout his 
18+ years in the 
financial indus-
try, David has 
focused on help-

ing customers navigate the 
often complex process of 
buying a home. He takes 
pride in making the experi-
ence as smooth and under-
standable as possible, espe-
cially for first-time home-
buyers. His approach to 
lending is built on transpar-
ency, education, and trust, 
qualities that have earned 
him long-standing relation-
ships and even generational 
referrals.

David also brings a 
s trong sense of  com-
munity to his work. He 
se rves  on  the  Board 
of Directors for North 
Central  Massachusetts 
Habitat for Humanity and 

Country Bank welcomes 
David Gentleman

David Gentleman
Retail Loan Officer

Please see COUNTRY 
BANK, page 13
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THANKSGIVING 

TURKEYS

PASTURE-RAISED 

IN LUDLOW
 

TIME TO ORDER!
call or text 

413-426-6636 

pick-ups 

Sat 11-22 to Tue 11-25 

thanksgiving is 11-27

14 to 30+ lbs 

prices & details on  

LibertyTurkeys.com 
cash only

———————
—————

THANKSGIVING REVIEW

“Hi Paul, she was great! Lots of plump 

meat and just enough fat to help prevent 

her from drying out. We will be having 

leftovers for a very long time.”

— Beth from Belchertown

———————
—————

———————
—————

HAND FED, PASTURE RAISED 

No added salt or additives 

Raised on a Ludlow farm, our turkeys run 

freely, hand fed on healthful grains and 

extra vegetables. Minimally processed, they 

have more meat, less water, and extra taste 

found only in tradition. No antibiotics, animal 

by‑products, hormones, or additives are used. 

IDEAL FOR RESTRICTED DIETS!

— Jeanette & Paul Johnson

COOKS 30% FASTER 

than commercial birds

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 25 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

to help bring the work 
BOAT is doing to reach 
more youth, so they are 
aware of the dangers of this 
disorder and drug use. 

“Being able to offer these 
types of programs means 
a great deal to me,” said 
Hoag. “I’m very passion-
ate about the work and 
initiatives BOAT brings 
to our community. As a 
Belchertown native, it’s 
deeply important to me to 
give back to the communi-
ty that raised me and made 
me who I am. Through 
BOAT, I’m able to help 
others achieve emotion-
al, mental, and physical 
well-being.”

The Wellness Fair invited 
other vendors such as WIC, 
MA Behavioral Health, 
Hampshire Hope, Tapestry, 
Pioneer Valley Coalition 
for Suicide Prevention, and 
many others who work to 
raise awareness and pro-
vide help to people strug-
gling with mental health, 
abuse, drug abuse, and 
trauma in the region. 

The event also helps the 
community to have access 
to things like Naloxone 
(Narcan) kits, Deterra med-

ication disposal packets, 
and educational materials 
that help prevent substance 
misuse and save lives.

“This event is educa-
tional for us as well as for 
patrons. We will be better 
able to connect people with 
these resources because we 
are in contact with them. 
Also, the plan is for differ-
ent organizations to be here 
each month, so there will 
be more opportunities for 
patrons to find the resourc-
es they need on an ongoing 
basis,” said Marszalek. 

“Together, BOAT and 
t h e  C l a p p  M e m o r i a l 
Library are building a 
stronger, more informed, 
and more compassion-
ate Belchertown — one 
where every resident has 
access to the resources they 
need to live healthy, con-
nected lives,” said Hoag.  
“The library serves as a 
central hub of the commu-
nity so programs like this 
mean we are able to help 
community members reach 
the services they need,” 
said Marszalek. 

Stay tuned on the library 
webs i te  fo r  the  nex t 
Wellness Fairs, and access 
to this life-saving informa-
tion will be accessible to 
all. 

WELLNESS 
from page 1amounts of precipitation.”

Water resource manage-
ment also emerged as a criti-
cal discussion point. A com-
munity representative raised 
concerns about municipal 
water supply, suggesting that 
the state is “trying to be pro-
active on what’s coming out 
of the ground for water.”

“You may be aware of this, 
but the state is in the very, 
very early stages of evaluat-
ing the water source of the 
plot and reservoir and how 
surrounding communities can 

so maybe, maybe it would 
be appropriate to have some-
thing about that in the plan,” 
said Town Manager Steve 
Williams.

Another significant discus-
sion point involved private 
water usage. One participant 
highlighted that “private wells 
are not regulated. You can just 
draw as much water as you 
want.”

The proposed mitigation 
strategies include compre-
hensive community outreach 
efforts, such as providing 
information about cooling 
centers during extreme heat, 

educating residents about 
invasive species management 
and developing conservation 
awareness programs.

Kaplan emphasized the 
long-term benefits of such 
planning, noting that FEMA 
estimates every dollar spent 
on preparedness can save $6 
in potential disaster losses.

The plan’s  next  s teps 
involve submitting the doc-
ument to the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management 
Agency for review. After 
potential minor revisions, 
FEMA will conduct a final 
review. Once approved, the 

Selectboard will formal-
ly adopt the plan, making 
Belchertown eligible for spe-
cific hazard mitigation fund-
ing opportunities.

C los ing  the  mee t ing , 
Ingram thanked participants, 
saying, “That’s our plan, and 
thank you all very much for 
coming and everybody partak-
ing in the committee and get-
ting it close to completion.”

The plan will remain valid 
for five years, with ongoing 
opportunities for refinement 
and adjustment as new data 
and environmental conditions 
emerge.

MITIGATION from page 1

reached the spot where he had 
momentarily stopped, and I 
felt a red-hot sensation on my 
right arm, followed by anoth-
er on my left arm. Before I 
even looked down, I knew 
that I had just been stung by 
Yellow Jackets… the most 
despicable spawn of satan 
that has ever inhabited this 
planet. 

Tom must have unknowing-
ly stepped on a ground nest, 
and they were coming out for 
vengeance as I walked past. 

I screamed in agony as a 
swarm of them descended 
upon me-stinging my ankles, 
thighs, and arms. It felt as 
though someone was shooting 
red-hot flaming arrows direct-
ly into my skin. A sound that 
was unrecognizable even to 
my own ears came out from 
somewhere deep inside of me. 
A guttural sound. Like a deep 
moan intermingled with a 
high-pitched wail. It bordered 
on primal. Tom turned at the 
sound-later telling me that he 
thought the sound was com-
ing from a wounded animal. 

I  screamed to Tom to 
“RUUUN!” at a decibel that 
could be heard from miles 
away, since Tom is deathly 
allergic Yellow Jacket venom. 
With adrenaline coursing 
through my body, I raced 
along the rock-strewn path 
like an Olympic medalist, 
waving my arms to ward off 
the monsters that were attack-
ing me.

When it seemed as though I 
was no longer being chased, I 
finally stopped and bent down 
to swipe off a dozen Yellow 
Jackets that were still clinging 
to my merino wool socks. The 
pain in my ankles was excru-
ciating, and I began scream-
ing and crying all at once.

I unclipped my pack and 
dropped it to the ground so 
that I could pull out my first 
aid kit. Within seconds, more 

yellow jackets were upon 
me. “They smell the phero-
mones!” Tom yelled. With 
no thought of his own safety, 
he flailed his arms to ward 
them off and screamed, “RUN 
Julie!” 

Leaving my pack behind, 
I ran like the speed of light 
until the wasps finally gave 
up their chase. 

A few minutes later, Tom 
came barreling up the trail 
with my enormous backpack 
in hand. His concerned face 
was filled with desperation 
when he saw me. I had been 
stung over 2 dozen times. 
Tears were rolling down my 
face. My arms and thighs 
were already swelling from 
the venom, and my ankles 
were so swollen, they were 
unrecognizable. 

Tom insisted I use his 
EpiPen, since I had a severe 
reaction to Yellow Jacket 
venom in the past. I refused. 
“We still have 4 more days 
out here. If YOU get stung, 
it’s life or death. If my throat 
starts to close, you can inject 
me. If not, we’re saving the 
EpiPen in case you get stung.” 

Fortunately, we were only a 

mile and a half from the water 
spigot at the next road cross-
ing. Once we got there, I took 
off my shoes and socks and 
ran cold water on the stings 
in a vain attempt to reduce 
the pain and swelling. I even 
went so far as to text my kids 
to ask them to google whether 
or not urine could reduce the 
pain and swelling of Yellow 
Jackets venom. (Desperate 

times call for desperate mea-
sures!) Alas, they respond-
ed that it was just a fallacy. 
Tylenol was my only option. 

Needless to say, I spent a 
pretty sleepless night in our 
tent that night due to the pain. 
The intense itching would 
begin the following morning. 
Oh, the joys! 

Our 7-day hike through 
New York State was defi-
nitely the single most chal-
lenging backpacking trip we 
have ever taken. But each trial 
made us even more grateful 
for the blessings we encoun-
tered along the way. The sun-
rises and sunsets. The con-
versations with fellow hikers 
around a campfire. The enor-
mous trees. The rare flowing 
stream. Even the bear encoun-
ter while we were brushing 
our teeth at a primitive tent-
site on our second night on 
trail seemed like a gift. 

But that’s a story for anoth-
er day. Let the adventures 
continue! 

HIKING from page 6

B E L C H E R T O W N 
— The Pioneer Valley 
P lanning  Commiss ion 
(PVPC), in collaboration 
with the Belchertown Water 
District and the Town of 
Belchertown, invites resi-
dents, business owners, 
and community members 
to a Community Listening 
Session on Drinking Water 
on Tuesday, November 5, 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 
Belchertown Town Hall, 2 
Jabish Street, Belchertown.

The session will pro-
vide an opportunity for 
the public to learn about 
Belchertown’s water sup-
ply, including both the pub-
lic drinking water system 
and private wells. Attendees 
will be able to share con-
cerns, ask questions, and 
hear updates from Kevin 
Williams, Superintendent 
o f  t h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Water District, and Doug 
Albertson, Town Planner.

“This listening session 
is about communication 
and collaboration,” said 
Patty Gambarini, Chief 
Environmental Planner at 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission. “We want 
to hear from residents and 
business owners about their 
experiences and priorities 
around drinking water so 
that local and regional plan-
ning can best reflect the 
needs of the Belchertown 
community.”

Topics  wi l l  inc lude 
B e l c h e r t o w n ’s  p u b -

lic water system, supply 
challenges, and private 
well permitting, as well 
as pending state legisla-
tion, including House Bill 
H.900,  An Act Promoting 
Drinking Water Quality for 
All (https://malegislature.
gov/Bills/194/H900) and 
Senate Bill S.585, An Act 
Protecting Drinking Water 
Quality in Private Wells. 
Residents are encouraged 
to submit questions in 
advance by emailing Becky 
Basch at bbasch@pvpc.
org with “Belchertown 
Drinking Water” in the sub-
ject line.

Pizza and beverages will 
be provided. While regis-
tration is not required, it 
will help PVPC plan for 
food and materials. The 
first 10 people to register 
will receive a $25 gift card. 
Registration is available 
online at https://tinyurl.
com/DWBelchertown.

This  work  i s  made 
poss ib le  thanks  to  a 
Massachusetts Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness 
Grant to PVPC.

The  P ioneer  Va l ley 
Planning Commission is 
the regional planning agen-
cy serving 43 cities and 
towns across the Pioneer 
Va l l ey.  P V P C  wo r k s 
with communities to sup-
port sustainable growth, 
safe water systems, and 
informed public engage-
ment throughout Western 
Massachusetts.

Community invited to 
Belchertown drinking 
water listening session

❚ BELCHERTOWN�
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Orioles advance 
in tournament

BELCHERTOWN – The Belchertown 
High School girls soccer team advanced 
the semifinals of the Western Mass. tourna-
ment after defeating Pittsfield 3-0. Adelina 
Gualberto, Aubrey Klingensmith, and Alexa 
Karabetsos scored the goals for the Orioles. 
Klingensmith had two assists. Belchertown 
was scheduled to face Southwick in the semi-
finals earlier this week.

Lia Pikul is closely pressured. Adelina Gualberto sends a quick pass away.Emma Litz takes a free kick. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Alexa Karabetsos eyes the situation up the 
field.

Aubrey McCain is pursued by an opponent as 
she heads for the sideline.

Elanor Mazzaferro sends the ball deep. Aubrey Klingensmith sends a shot on goal 
away.

The game also 
featured Kalli 
White’s 100th 
career point 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY— The Western 
Mass. quarterfinal matchup 
last Wednesday will always 
be a very memorable day for 
the girls’ varsity soccer team 
at Granby High School.

On that afternoon, the 
top-seeded Lady Rams 
defeated the eighth-seeded 
Smith Academy Falcons, 9-0, 
in a Western Mass. Class D 
quarterfinal home match.

Not only was it their 10th 
win of the season, a couple 
of elite milestones were also 
achieved. 

During the fifth minute of 
the opening half, junior Kalli 
White became the newest 
member of the 100 point club 
when she scored the Lady 
Rams second goal of the 
match, which was assisted by 
freshman Marcela Tapia. 

“I’ve been dreaming about 
this moment ever since I was 
a little kid,” said White fol-
lowing the game. “I always 
looked at the banners on the 
gym walls, and I wanted to 
have my name on them, so 
it’s really special.”

White and Tapia, who both 
scored a pair of goals during 
the first 40 minutes against 
the Falcons, have formed a 
very good combination this 
season.

“Marcela started the sea-
son as a midfielder, but she’s 
now a forward,” White said. 
“I feel like we’re bonding 
very well. It has been amaz-

ing.”
White became the third 

member of Granby girls’ 
soccer team to reach 100 
career points.

The other two former Lady 
Rams soccer players who 
reached the elite milestone 
are Summer Molin and Nora 
Young.  

“I used to come watch 
their soccer games and I 
always wanted to be just like 
them,” White added. “It’s 
really excited to be following 
in their footsteps.”

The Lady Rams, who are 
the defending Western Mass. 
Class D. champions, had a 
10-3-4 overall record follow-
ing their quarterfinal victory. 
They’re also the top ranked 
team in the MIAA Division 5 
state power rankings. 

“We’ve never been num-
ber one in the state rankings 
before,” White said. “It feels 
really good.”

White joined the varsi-
ty soccer team as an eighth 
grader, but she didn’t score 
her first varsity goal until the 
following season.

White began her fresh-
man season by recording 
a hat-trick in an 8-3 win at 
Springfield International 
Charter School. She record-
ed another hat-trick in a 
7-1 home victory against 
Gateway at the end of that 
season. 

After scoring a total of 14 
goals as freshman, White has 
scored 20 or more goals in 
each of the past three sea-
sons. She has scored 21 goals 
in the first 17 games of this 
season.

White, who saw limited 
playing time during the sec-
ond half in the quarterfinal 
match, has tallied 82 career 

goals and 19 career assists.
“I’m more of a goal scor-

er and I’m really hoping to 
reach 100 career goals next 
year,” White said. “When 
I do try to pass the ball, it 
doesn’t always go where I 
want it to go, so I don’t have 
very many assists.”

After White reached her 
milestone, Granby head 
coach Bob Weaver called a 
time-out and she was con-
gratulated by her teammates.

“The other players on the 
team were looking for Kalli 
to score her 100th point,” 
Weaver said. “It takes more 

than one person to score a 
goal. We were ready to go 
once the whistle blew.”

It was also a memorable 
day for Weaver, who has 
been coaching the girls’ var-
sity squad since 2016. He 
celebrated his 100th career 
victory.

“It’s very special, but I had 
no clue, none whatsoever,” 
said Weaver following the 
match. “I thought the ban-
ner was for Kalli. It’s nice to 
get my 100th career win on 
Kalli’s day. This is a great 

Weaver achieves 100th coaching win

Bob Weaver is recognized for winning his 100th game as coach. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Kalli White takes a shot on goal for her 100th point. Mylin Laliberte focuses on her dribble as she takes possession.

Please see RAMS, page 10
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lb
$299

$229
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN
CHOPS ......................................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/30/25-11/5/2510/30/25-11/5/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

31/40 COUNT
COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ..........

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN BREADED

FISH STICKS ..................................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

$159
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$229
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
CHEDDAR CHEESE ...............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK 
LOIN CHOPS ..........................

USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ITALIAN MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST ......................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE  .................... lb

lb
$299

$279

lb75¢

$117

lb

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST OR STEAK

BEEF 
STRIPLOIN

lb

Whole 
or Half

$777
lb

Cut
Free

$599
lb

$399
lb

❚ SPORTS�

Pioneers 
fall at home 
against 
Athol

PALMER – In its final game of 
the regular season, Pathfinder girls 
soccer was defeated by Athol High 
School. Athol took advantage of a 
depleted Pathfinder team that did 
not have a lot of depth on the bench. 
Athol would finish the game with a 
5-0 win as Pathfinder fell to 4-9-2.

Jenna McKinnehy goes after the loose ball. Megan Clark advances past midfield.

Angelina Miller wins the race to the ball. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Amber Roman chases down a ball 
on defense.

Evelyn Wood makes her way up the field. Hannah Mellor winds up to clear the ball 
away.

group of soccer players to 
be around. I love coming to 
practice every day. The core 
of the team will be returning 
next year.”  

Weaver is aided by assis-
tant coaches Miguel Tapia 
and Ken Mick.

One of the Lady Rams 
captains is  senior Ava-
Elizabeth Loughman, who’s 
recovering from an ACL 
injury. Even though she 
hasn’t played this season, 
Loughman has helped keep 
stats.

“I’ve been a member of 
the varsity soccer team since 
I was in the eighth grader,” 
Loughman said. “Watching 
Kalli reach her 100 career 
points and coach Weaver win 
his 100th career game today 
was very special. We’re a 
very close team this year.”

K.C. Curran and Mylin 
Laliberte are also seniors 
listed on the Granby varsity 
roster.

The Lady Rams’ other 

four first half goals were 
scored by junior McKenna 
Zumbruski, eighth grad-
er Bri-Anne Kraus, eighth 
grader Sophia Marsh, and 

freshman Kara White, who’s 
Kalli’s younger sister.  

“This is my first year that 
I’ve played on the same soc-
cer team with my older sis-

ter,” Kara White said. “It’s 
very special to score a goal 
on her special day. I normally 
play defense, so I’m not sure 
if I’ll get as many points as 
she has” 

The Lady Rams only goal 
of the second half was scored 
by Sophia Wright, which was 
her first career varsity goal.

Granby  j un io r  goa l -
ie Meredith Bartosz only 
made two saves before being 
replaced by sophomore 
Sophia Labonte in the middle 
of the second half. It was the 
Lady Rams fifth shutout of 
the season.

The Lady Rams were 
scheduled to face fifth-seed-
ed Palmer in the Class D 
semifinals on Sunday. The 
winner of that contest will 
be facing second-seeded 
Hopkins Academy in the 
championship match.

RAMS from page 9

W E S T F I E L D  – 
Plymouth State QB Braden 
Lynn ran for two touch-
downs and threw for one 
to offset a three touch-
down-pass 
p e r f o r -
mance from 
Westfield’s 
M i l e s 
Foers ter,  as 
the Panthers 
outlasted the 
Owls, 42-35 to 
spoil Westfield’s 
homecoming on 
Saturday at Alumni Field.

Plymouth State improves 
to 6-1 overall and 5-1 in 
the MASCAC.   Westfield 
is now 2-5 and 2-4 in the 
conference.

Westfield led 28-21 after 
a 10-yard TD run from 
Curtis Dion with 7:54 left 
in the third quarter.

Plymouth marched 65 
yards on eight plays on the 
ensuing drive, capping the 
series with an 8-yard off 
tackle TD run from Reece 
Davis to tie the game at 
28-all after Seamus Ross’ 
extra point.

The Panthers caught a 
break on the next series, as 
the Owls fumbled and TJ 
Taveras recovered the ball 
at the Westfield 21-yard 
line, setting up a short 
field.  Four plays later Lynn 
scrambled six yards on a 
bootleg to the left for the 
TD and a 35-28 Panthers 
lead.

Westfield was forced 
to punt after a third-down 
sack, and Plymouth again 
put together a long drive 
this time 82 yards in 10 
plays, this one capped by a 
9-yard TD scramble from 
Lynn for a 42-28 lead with 
7:48 left in the game

We s t f i e l d  w a s n ’ t 
done, and after a 24-yard 
Brandon Paquette kickoff 
return set the Owls drive up 
at their own 40-yard line.     
Two plays later Foerster 
rolled left, then threw all 
the way back across the 
field to Aidan Patterson, 

who caught the ball at the 
34-yard line and scampered 
through traffic, all the way 
from the right side of the 
field back to the left, where 

Foerster, hus-
tling on the 

p l a y,  t h r ew 
the final block 

for Patterson to 
skip into the end-

zone untouched 
f o r  a  6 6 - y a r d 

comple t ion  and 
trimmed the lead to 

42-35 after Andrew 
Currier’s extra point with 
6:03 left in the game.

But Plymouth was able 
to grind out the final six 
minutes of the game with 
a methodical  11-play, 
62-yard drive with 10 
straight running plays 
before the final kneel down.

Foerster finished 8-11 
passing for 163 yards with 
three TD’s.     Patterson ran 
for 58 yards, and caught 
two passes for 71 yards.     
Westfield’s Casey Tang 
caught four passes for 77 
yards including a pair of 
touchdown catches.

Andrew Love l l  and 
Josh Marino led the Owls 
defense with 13 tackles 
each, and Marino added an 
interception with a 10 yard 
return.

For Plymouth,  Lynn 
completed 10 of 16 throws 
for 144 yards   with one 
touchdown and one inter-
ception.     The Panthers 
rushed for 238 yards as 
a team, led by 129 yards 
from Reece David and 
87 from Gregory Walker.       
Mitchell Cripps caught 
two passes for 84 yards.   
Taveras and Hunter Burke 
each made nine stops for 
the Panthers.

Westfield will be back 
in action at home next 
Saturday, hosting Mass 
Maritime at noon, which 
will also be the Owls senior 
day game before they close 
the year with two straight 
games on the road.

COLLEGE: 

Plymouth State spoils 
WSU’s homecoming

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Kalli White’s 100th career point is celebrated.

McKenna Zumbruski clears the ball up the field.

Bri-Anne Kraus sends a pass 
away.



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  O C T O BE R  30,  2025 PAGE 11

Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 $2549
/5 qt.

NAPA® Full Synthetic Motor Oil
0W16, 0W20, 10W30, 5W20, 5W30

0W16, 0W20, 10W30, 15W50, 
5W20, 5W30

$539
/1 qt.

history. Eliza Dwight Root, 
portrayed by Amy Lanham, 
spoke movingly of losing 
her husband and infant son 
to scarlet fever in the 1840s, 
then later raising her sister’s 
orphaned children alone.

Visitors also met Nathaniel 
Dwight (portrayed by Aaron 
Jenson) and his son Harrison 
Dwight (Brian Mash), whose 
industriousness as a gun-
smith and lumber mill owner 
helped define Belchertown’s 
early economy. Their stories 
highlighted the once-thriv-
ing village of Dwight, a 
section of town that flour-
ished before the Industrial 
Revolution and the arrival of 
the railroad.

A n o t h e r  m e m o r a b l e 
account came from Susan 
Shaw Br idgeman,  who 
told the harrowing tale of 
Angelina Palmer, a seven-
year-old servant nearly sold 
into slavery in Georgia in 
the 1840s. “She was born 
free and she died free,” 
Bridgeman said, emphasizing 
the bravery of townspeople 
who helped the girl escape 
and return safely to Amherst.

The tour also showcased 
Belchertown natives whose 
lives reached far beyond 
the town’s borders. Eliza 
Bridgeman, a missionary to 
China, spoke about found-
ing the first Christian school 
for girls in Shanghai along-
side her husband Elijah, 
who translated the Bible into 
Mandarin. Both were buried 
overseas and, as her “spirit” 
lamented, “We want to come 
home to Belchertown and be 
buried with our family.”

Closer to home, innova-
tion and industry took cen-
ter stage through Gaston 
Plantiff, brought to life by 
Tom Shattuck. A native son 
who became the first sales-
man hired by Henry Ford, 
Plantiff ’s friendship with 
the automaker led to a gen-
erous donation that funded 
the Ford Annex at the Stone 
House Museum, preserving 
Belchertown’s historic car-
riages.

Other portrayals paid 
tribute to Myron Walker, a 

14-year-old drummer-boy 
who served in the Civil War 
and later became a state sen-
ator. His part was shared by 
Robert Shattuck, who played 
his 14-year-old self and Job 
Shattuck, Robert’s father, 
played Myron’s adult self; 
they dramatized Walker’s 
f a m e d  1 0 t h  R eg i m e n t 
reunion that drew thousands 
to the town common.

Tertius Cowles, played 
by Owen Shattuck, repre-
sented Belchertown’s proud 
tradition of craftsmanship 
as co-founder of the T&SD 
Coles Carriage Company, 
while Mark Doolittle, por-
trayed by Mike Marchewka, 
spoke of his work as an attor-
ney, author, and historian.

Timothy Kentfield was 
also featured, representing 
the town’s strong musical 
heritage. At 14, he persuad-
ed his father to buy a violin 
for 40 bushels of oats, with 
strings made from silk by his 
mother. Kentfield played this 
violin his entire life, trav-
eling to Boston for lessons 
and forming a popular band 
known for playing at con-
certs and dances.

Adding a haunting ele-
gance to the night were 
the apparitions played by 
Camryn Scoon, her sister 
Emma, and Elizabeth, who 
appeared as spectral brides; 
white-veiled apparitions 
symbolizing love and loss 
through the centuries.

Guided tours were led 
by Tom Stockton, Marnie 
H e n n e m a n ,  a n d  S a l l y 
Shattuck, who wove histor-
ical context between per-
formances and highlight-
ed the enduring efforts of 
the Historical Association 
to keep Belchertown’s past 
alive.

For attendees, the 
evening was more 
than a walk through 
the past, it was a vivid 
reminder of the peo-
ple who shaped the 
community’s spirit. 
Beneath the glow of 
lanterns and the hush 
of autumn leaves, 
actors  and guests 
alike brought histo-
ry to life among the 

tombstones.
Donations from the event 

support the restoration of 
the Washington District 
Schoolhouse, an ongoing 
Historical Association proj-
ect.

Looking ahead, Shattuck 
noted that the Association 
will also host Victorian 
Candlelight Tours at the 
S t o n e  H o u s e  M u s e u m 
during the holiday season. 
“New England didn’t real-
ly celebrate Christmas until 
Queen Victoria’s t ime,” 
she said. “We’re excited to 
bring that Victorian charm to 
Belchertown this winter.”

SPIRITS from page 1

The sign proclaiming the entrance to Mount Hope Cemetery.

Reenactor Dennis Picard 
shares tales of old in the 
waiting room where people 
can enjoy snacks while wait-
ing for their tour to start.

Myron Walker, portrayed by Robert Shattuck being the 14 
year-old drummer boy and his father Job Shattuck being 
Walker’s adult state senator self.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY ABIGAIL MCCOY
The ‘Spirit’ of Eliza Bridgeman, sits at the Widow’s Bench and 
waits for people to pass so she can plead for them to bring her 
and her husband’s body home.

Harrison Dwight, portrayed by Brian Mash.

Gaston Plantiff, portrayed by Tom Shattuck.

Eliza Dwight Root, played by 
Amy Lanham.

Nathaniel Dwight, played by Aaron Jensen.

Spectral apparitions, played by 
Sally Shattuck’s interns, roamed 
the cemetery to give the idea of 
ghosts that are just out of sight.

The grave of Timothy Kenfield and 
his wife and children.
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SUNNY ADJUSTABLE SEAT re-
cumbent exercise bike SF-RB4616, $125.
Weathertech & Jeep mats (front, back,car-
go) for 2017 Jeep Cherokee or similar Jeep 
$160. Antique, handcrafted, sturdy wooden 
storage boxes with cover, 4-24”x13”x11”, 
4-24”x101/2”x11”, 1-24”x111/2”x5”, $25 each. 
413-575-6448

TRACTOR/SNOWBLOWER - 5 foot 
snowblower for 3 point hitch tractor, drive 
shaft included. Good condition. $1300. 
413-281-3620

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes

 guaranteed!! New England Forest 
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED CORD HARD WOOD.  
Cut and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2 
cord plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-
426-4123

WANTED TO BUY

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, 

no project too small. Service upgrades, 
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  

Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

INTERIOR PAINTING - ONLY $249.00 
for average 12x16 room. Free estimates, 
fast, dependable service. 

Call (508)867-2550.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

TUTORING
Math Tutor 

Accepting students Gr. Pre-K – 6th 
for individualized math instruction. 

Located near Hampden, 
Wilbraham, East Longmeadow. 
MA Certified $30/per 1/2 hour

413-335-3729

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC –  In charge of daily 
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as 
keeping equipment records/ordering parts. 
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come 
& meet with us!  

RB ENTERPRISES 
Ludlow, MA  • 413 583-8393

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. El __, Texas town
  5. Rocker’s tool
  8. A lot
 12. Traveling by ground
 14. Spelling competition
 15. Two-toed sloth
 16. Small perfumed bag
 18. “Much __ about 

nothing”
 19. Tough-skinned 

mollusk
 20. Removes from record
 21. It warms the planet
 22. Leafy green
 23. Quality of arriving 

favorably
 26. Living thing
 30. “Six of Crows” 

author Bardugo
 31. Got around a rule
 32. Resin from burned 

substance
 33. Iraq seaport

 34. Religious leaders
 39. Fugitives are on it
 42. Samson’s influencer
 44. Italian city
 46. A quality of lacking 

interest
 47. Predatory tropical 

fishes
 49. Nobel physician 

Isodor
 50. Luck
 51. Stationary part of a 

motor or generator
 56. Orthopedic 

professional group 
(abbr.)

 57. One point south of 
due east

 58. It follows 79
 59. Paper currency
 60. Anger
 61. Spanish seaport
 62. Sleep in a rough 

place

 63. Famous museum
 64. Selfs

CLUES DOWN
   1. Bullfighting maneuver
  2. From a distance
  3. Soul and calypso song
  4. Expressions of delight
  5. Lower in esteem
  6. Inner region of an organ
  7. Flowers
  8. A bog
  9. Remove a fastening
 10. Membranes
 11. Enormous
 13. One who abstains from 

drink
 17. Malayan wild ox
 24. Type of student
 25. Rejecting all moral 

principles
 26. Sino-Soviet block
 27. Egyptian unit of weight
 28. Wrong

 29. Make a mistake
 35. Indicates location
 36. Boxing’s “GOAT”
 37. Where wrestlers 

compete
 38. Timid
 40. Disney town
 41. Suggesting the 

horror of death and 
decay

 42. Male parent
 43. Remove for good
 44. Simple shoes
 45. Flowers
 47. Hindi courtesy title 

for a man
 48. Not pleased
 49. “Atlas Shrugged” 

author
 52. CIA officer and writer
 53. Hoodlum
 54. __ Von Bismarck, 

Iron Chancellor
 55. Woolen rugs

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

A Guide to 
Safe(r) Computing 

For $20, learn: 
• Passwords—How to create them and keep 

them safe 
• Social Engineering—What is it? How to 

avoid falling for it. 
• Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it. 
• Fake emails and websites—How to spot 

them. 
• How to I know if I have been hacked and 

what to do?

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm 
Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library 

www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600 
to reserve your spot today! 

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS25P0583EA
Estate of: 

Margaret A. Moran
Also known as: 

Margaret Francis Austin 
Moran

Date of Death: 06/03/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Thomas C. Moran 
of Belchertown, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Thomas C. Moran of Belcher-
town, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 11/26/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-

davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 22, 2025 

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

10/30/2025

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

 LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
meeting on Monday, Novem-
ber 10, 2025 at 7:00 PM in 
the Lawrence Memorial Town 
Hall Auditorium, located at 2 
Jabish Street in Belchertown, 
MA 01007 to review a Request 
for Determination of Applica-
bility permit application sub-

mitted by Joseph Miller c/o R. 
Levesque Associates, inc. for 
the confirmation of wetland re-
source area delineations at Lot 
A West Street (Map 275-19) in 
Belchertown.  No work is pro-
posed in this application. Anyone 
interested in this matter should 
appear at the time and place des-
ignated. 
10/30/2025

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority of the 

Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. 
Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its Regula-
tions (310 CMR 10.00) and the 
Belchertown Wetlands Protec-
tion Bylaw (Chapter 139), the 
Belchertown Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, November 10, 
2025 at 7:00 PM in the Law-
rence Memorial Hall Auditori-
um, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Notice of Intent permit 
application submitted by M & G 
Land Development c/o J & P En-
gineering Services for the pro-
posed work to construct a sin-
gle family home and associated 
facilities at Lot F Jensen Street 
(Assessor’s Map 249-27) in 
Belchertown. Work is proposed 
to occur within the 100-foot Buf-
fer Zone to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands. Anyone interested in 
this matter should appear at the 
time and place designated.
10/30/2025
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Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.
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It is with deep sadness 
that we announce the pass-
ing of Douglas 
J. Rogers, 33, of 
South Windsor 
C T.  D o u g l a s 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
u n e x p e c t e d -
ly at his home 
on October 16, 
2025. 

B o r n  o n 
N o v e m b e r 
27 ,  1991 ,  i n 
Belchertown, Doug attend-
ed Belchertown schools 
and was a graduate of 
Belchertown High School. 
From an early age he loved 
sports and had a never-end-
ing “need for speed”. He 
played baseball, basketball, 
volleyball, and his favorite 
sport, soccer. Doug had a 
strong love for dirt bikes, 
quads, fast cars, and ulti-
mately, his motorcycle.

Douglas had a deep 
passion and innate tal-
ent for the culinary arts 
and attended Johnson and 
Wales University in Rhode 
Island. He enjoyed show-
casing his culinary skills 
at local restaurants, most 
notably McCarthy’s Pub 
in Belchertown. He had an 
infectious laugh, a quick 
wit, and enjoyed sharing his 
sense of humor with family 
and friends.

He was predeceased by 
his grandfather Charles 
W. Rogers, grandparents 

Richard and Catherine 
Myra Soares,  and his 

uncle Richard 
E .  S o a r e s . 
Douglas is sur-
v ived  by  h i s 
parents, David 
J. Rogers and 
his wife, Janice 
of Belchertown, 
Karen  Mi l l e r 
and her husband, 
Greg, of South 
Windsor. He is 

also survived by his broth-
ers, David C. Rogers and 
his wife Emily, Daniel J. 
Rogers and his wife Carley, 
Matthew McCullough and 
Benjamin McCullough, 
his grandmothers, Marion 
Rogers and Rita Orr, his 
nephew, Mason, and niec-
es Liliana and Eliza, along 
with many loving aunts and 
uncles. 

A memorial mass will 
be held on January 12 at 
St Francis of Assisi in 
Belchertown at 11 am, fol-
lowed by a celebration of 
life at McCarthy’s Pub in 
Belchertown.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations can be made 
to the Shriners’ Children 
Hospital in Springfield, 
MA. 

Douglas, you will be 
missed by so many who 
knew and loved you. Until 
we meet again, Doug, may 
God hold you in the palm 
of his hand and protect you.

❚ OBITUARY�

Douglas J. RogersDEATH NOTICE 

Douglas J. Rogers 
Died October 16 
Memorial Mass
Jan. 12, 2026 at 11 a.m.
St. Francis Assisi, 
Belchertown

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

the Worcester Children’s 
Chorus, organizations that 
align with his passion for 
affordable housing and 
youth development through 
music. “Everyone deserves 
safe and affordable housing, 
and every child deserves the 
chance to experience the joy 
of music,” David shared. 
“Both causes are deep-
ly personal to me, and I’m 
proud to help make a dif-

ference through these orga-
nizations.” Country Bank 
has a remarkable reputation 
for putting customers and 
communities first,” said 
David. “That’s how I’ve 
approached my entire career 
in lending, and I’m thrilled 
to be part of a team that 
shares those same values.”

About Country Bank
Established in 1850, 

Country Bank has a rich 
history of supporting per-
sonal and business banking 

customers through financial 
solutions with FDIC and 
DIF insurance for added 
security. Country Bank is 
a full-service $2B mutu-
al community bank serv-
ing Central and Western 
Massachusetts with 15 
banking centers and 2 
business offices in Ware, 
Palmer, West Brookfield, 
Brimfield, Belchertown, 
Wilbraham, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Char l ton ,  Spr ingfie ld , 
Uxbridge, and Worcester. 

COUNTRTY BANK
 from page 7
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