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BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belcher town His tor ica l 
Association brought back the 
annual Graveyard Tours at 
Mount Hope Cemetery. 

T h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Historical Association has 
hosted the Graveyard Tours 
at Mount Hope Cemetery 
around the Halloween season 
for the last 15-20 years. 

This Halloween event 
brings history to life as tour-
ists learn about the residents 
of Belchertown from differ-
ent time periods. The tour 
began at the United Church 
of Christ Parish House where 
visitors waited for their tour 
guide. 

While waiting, guests 
enjoyed some refreshments 
and listened to a storyteller 
sharing stories of odd hap-
penings in New England. 

The storyteller was Dennis 
Picard, who had an intrigu-
ing story about the Vampire 
Scare in New England back 
in the late 1800s. The char-
acter of the story was named 
Snuffy. 

GRAVEYARD TOURS

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– The annual  Spook-
Tacular took place over 
the course of two days at 
the Belchertown Pollinator 
Garden by the Swift River 
Elementary School and 
Chestnut Hill Community 
School. 

This year marked the 
fifth Spook-Tacular, which 
has become an enjoy-
able children and family 

event made possible by 
the Friends of the Garden 
(who are all volunteers) 
and sponsored through the 
Recreation Department. 
The admission fees help 
support improvements, 
maintenance and programs 
in the garden. 

T h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Cultural Council also spon-
sored this year’s Spook-
Tacular, along with new 
plant identification signs 

Spook-Tacular 
lights up community garden

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – Town 
officials began mapping the 
town’s fiscal 2028 budget, 
weighing conservative rev-
enue estimates, a state-aid 
surplus allocation and how 
to use $2 million in certified 
free cash, while leaving key 
spending choices unresolved 
for now.

The tri-board meeting 
brought together the Select 
Board, School Committee 
and Finance Committee as 
the town began preparing its 

next budget. 
Members reviewed a pre-

liminary timeline and reve-
nue forecast, heard how the 
Select Board had allocated 
surplus state aid and exam-
ined two possible approach-
es to using free cash. While 
the state-aid allocation was 
already approved, the boards 
left broader free-cash deci-
sions for a future discussion.

Town Accountant  J i l l 
Messier said department 
heads would need guid-
ance before preparing their 
requests. The board discussed 
preliminary level-service 

budgets, due around Dec. 7, 
ahead of the next scheduled 
tri-board meeting on Dec. 14.

The date was presented as 
a target rather than a final for-
mal vote.

Messier emphasized that 
the FY 28 revenue forecast 
was still preliminary. Her 
estimates draw on recent 
historical figures and other 
known factors, aiming to 
avoid a budget that depends 
on uncertain income. 

“I am and do continue to 
be conservative with these 
numbers so that we don’t find 
ourselves in deficit,” she said. 

Some members questioned 
why the forecast for invest-
ment income was below 
recent actuals. Messier said 
the town could revise pro-
jections as more informa-
tion became available but 
cautioned against relying 
too heavily on recent high 
returns. 

Town Manager  S teve 
Wil l iams sa id  the  fig -
ures would continue to be 
reviewed, adding that offi-
cials wanted to avoid making 
midyear cuts. 

“The one thing we do not 
want to have to see happen 

is have to go back mid-year 
to town meeting and cut bud-
gets,” Williams said. 

The property-tax levy esti-
mate also remains subject to 
change. Messier said the pre-
liminary calculation used the 
prior year’s levy limit, added 
2.5% and assumed $250,000 
in new growth. 

The town had not yet final-
ized its FY 27 tax rate, she 
noted, so the underlying fig-
ure could change. 

Members also discussed 
how cannabis legislation 
could affect future excise-tax 
revenue.

The group reviewed about 
$2 million in certified free 
cash and two illustrative FY 
28 budget scenarios: allocat-
ing 30% or 40% toward the 
operating budget. 

The remaining free cash 
would be divided among 
one-time capital spending 
and reserves, including stabi-
lization and OPEB. Messier 
described the scenarios as 
starting points, not final rec-
ommendations.

The policy question is 
whether to reduce the town’s 

Boards weigh FY28 budget, state-aid surplus and free cash

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
The Capital Improvement 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e 
reviewed the requests by the 
Department of Public Works. 

Linda Leduc, Director of 
the Department of Public 
Works, attended the meeting 
on Oct. 21 to discuss capital 
project items for certain fis-
cal years. 

One of the items was for 
a bucket truck for fiscal year 
2029. 

The Capital Improvement 
Planning Committee asked if 
Leduc had any items to carry 
forward from FY 27. Leduc 
said the bucket truck request 
is a new request. 

The DPW Director also 
talked about a project for 
maintenance buildings and 
for the highway garage. 
Leduc said both buildings 
need to have studies done 
and are put out as top priority 
projects. 

Leduc said she’d like 
to start this process and 
it would be a high-ranking 

project for FY 28. 
The suggestion was to 

leave the projects separated 
and then prioritize them after 
possibly combining them 
later. 

The Capital Improvement 
Planning Committee wanted 
to know if the studies have to 
be done first. 

“Bottom line, for this year, 
we got to get a study started,” 
Michael Hofler said. 

Another higher priority 
project is the ZTR mower. 
The one currently at the 
Department of Public Works 
is currently 10 years old. 

Leduc said commercial 
mowers are go about 8-10 
years. 

Leduc said the Town Hall’s 
HVAC system, “it’s on its 
last leg.” The plan is to look 
at the building’s heating sys-
tem. 

Hof le r  asked  i f  th i s 
includes replacing the fur-
nace as well. This year, 
Leduc wants to get a com-
prehensive design document 
done to see what the building 

Capital Planning reviews 
requests made by DPW By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Clapp Memorial 
Library celebrated the 
50 th  ann ive r sa ry  o f 
the Friends of Clapp 
Memorial Library with 
a  pa r ty  and  spec ia l 
announcements. 

The 50th anniversary 
party took place on Oct. 
18 with cake, treats, trivia 
and a special announce-
ment that caught one 
member of the Friends 
group by surprise. 

Jane Crutchfield served 
with the Friends of Clapp 
Memorial Library for 32 
years. She also served 
on the Board 
o f  T r u s t e e s 
and was once 
P r e s i d e n t  o f 
the  Board of 
Trustees. 

S h e  a l s o 
w o r k e d  o n 
t h e  C a p i t a l 
Campaign for the 
Clapp Memorial 

Friends of CML celebrate 50th anniversary

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
President of the Belchertown Historical Association Tom Stockton served as a tour guide for the 
annual Graveyard Tours at Mount Hope Cemetery. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
On the left stands Jane Crutchfield of the Friends of 
the Clapp Memorial Library alongside President of the 
Friends Jim Knittel. Crutchfield received a plaque for her 
decades of service as a member of the Friends of the 
Clapp Memorial Library during the 50th Anniversary Party. 

In celebration of the Friends of Clapp Memorial Library 
50th Anniversary, the library hosted a trivia game with 
true or false questions posted all over the library.

Please see DPW 
REQUESTS, page 13

Please see BUDGET, page 2

Please see SPOOK-
TACULAR, page 5

A Dr. Seuss-themed sketch was performed during the 
fifth annual Spook-Tacular at the Belchertown Pollinator 
Garden near Swift River Elementary School and Chestnut 
Hill Community School. 

Please see CML, 
page 13

History comes to life during
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Neighborhood
Marketplace

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet

Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-Night Halifax 
Bermuda Cruise
May 23-30, 2027

Dec. 5 ............Vermont Country Store with Lunch ............ $175
June 12 ..........Escape to Rockport ...................................... $120
Sept. 12-18 ....Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park ......... $5049
Oct. 18-26 ......Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol... $5249

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – The 
inaugural Runnin’ for Rett 
5K and 1-mile walk took 
place this month to support 
Rett Syndrome Angels. 

Jon  Mar t ins  and  h is 
wife  Er ica  Mar t ins  of 
Belchertown serve on the 
board for the charity, which 
is committed to making Rett 
Syndrome history. 

Their daughter Karolina, 
age 4, was diagnosed with 
Rett Syndrome and was the 
main inspiration for creating 
an event that will support 
Rett Syndrome Angels. 

The idea was to cre-
ate the first 5K and 1-mile 
run which would eventu-
ally become Runnin’ for 
Rett, which started and fin-
ished in the lower parking 
lot of Jessica’s Boundless 
Playground.

The event had a total of 
250 participants for the walk 
and the run, with all pro-
ceeds going to support Rett 
Syndrome Angels. 

Prior to the main race, a 
free children’s fun run, about 
a half-mile long, took place. 
A total of 42 children partic-
ipated and were cheered on 
the entire fun run. 

Boomer of the Springfield 
Thunderbirds handed out 
medals to the children after 
the fun run. 

Runnin’ for Rett also fea-
tured ice cream from Batch 

Ice Cream, a food truck from 
Smoke n Fire and raffle priz-
es. Children also enjoyed 
face painting which was pro-
vided during the festivities. 

During the post-race fes-
tivities, the first Runnin’ for 
Rett featured a live music 
performance from the Sypek 
Brothers. 

After  i ts  fi rs t  event , 
Runnin’ for Rett raised about 
$25,000 for Rett Syndrome 
Angels. The Martinses said 
the charity plans to do anoth-
er 5K and 1-mile walk and 
make Runnin’ for Rett an 
annual event.  

Jon Mart ins said the 
Belchertown community 
really showed up to do the 
run and contributed a lot to 
this great cause. 

“It’s special to us,” he said. 
He shared a brief story 

about Jessica’s Boundless 
Playground, located off 
State Street at Chestnut Hill 
Community School. 

The  p layground  was 
named after Jessica Martins, 
who was diagnosed with Rett 
Syndrome. It was only fitting 
to make the playground the 
place to host the event and 
have both the run and walk 
start and finish. 

For more information 
about Rett Syndrome Angels, 
visit rsangels.org. 

Inaugural Runnin’ for Rett benefits Rett Syndrome Angels

Jon Martins and Chris Lamoureux crossed the finish line 
together during the Runnin’ for Rett 5K and 1-mile walk.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The Sypek Brothers played live music for the post-race festiv-
ities.

Miles Montgomery-Butler crossed the finish line.

Walkers and runners of the first Runnin’ 
for Rett 5K and 1-mile walk met at the 

finish line with Boomer from the Spring-
field Thunderbirds. 

reliance on free cash more 
quickly. Williams said the 
Select Board had previous-
ly planned to step down the 
share used for operations 
but had increased it to 50% 
during the previous budget 
cycle amid health-insurance 
pressures.

“The question now is: Do 
we do another 10%, or do we 
just jump to 30% where we 
were planning on being this 
year?” he said. 

No new free-cash alloca-
tion was approved at the tri-
board meeting. Select Board 
member Nicole Miner said 
she wanted a closer review of 
what made up the unusually 
large balance before revisit-
ing the policy. 

Members also discussed 
whether unexpected receipts 
should go to capital, stabili-
zation or the operating bud-
get.

Messier’s review traced 
some of the free cash to rev-
enues that exceeded esti-
mates, including motor-ve-

hicle excise and investment 
income. 

She also cited one-time 
or unexpected items, such 
as proceeds from the sale of 
Franklin School and feder-
al fringe-benefit reimburse-
ments. Those sources helped 
explain the balance, but the 
meeting did not settle how to 
use any additional free cash.

The meeting reported an 
allocation of $340,896 in 
surplus state aid that the 
Select Board had previously 
approved. 

Williams said the board 
decided not to use the money 
for operating expenses. 
Instead, $50,000 was directed 
to the high school water-stor-
age project,  $34,000 to 
police cruiser mobile radios, 
$25,000 to the Jabish Brook 
Middle School boiler and 
$42,000 to a human-resourc-
es study. 

The remaining $189,896 
was allocated to stabilization.

“None of  this  money 
would be used for operating 
expenses,” Williams said, 

describing the Select Board’s 
decision. 

The allocations were pre-
sented as a report on that 
prior vote, not as a new tri-
board decision.

Members also reviewed 
FY 27 spending and reve-
nue results to understand the 
financial picture informing 
the next budget. Messier said 
some departments returned 
unspent  funds ,  inc lud-
ing money associated with 
vacancies and a grant exten-
sion. 

She clarified that health-in-
surance funds returned by the 
schools and town had been 
transferred to stabilization, 
rather than counted as free 
cash.

The meeting ended without 
a final decision on the FY 28 
free-cash percentage or the 
town’s departmental budget 
guidance. The discussion set 
out the trade-offs the boards 
will need to consider as pre-
liminary budgets are pre-
pared and revenue estimates 
are updated.

BUDGET from page 1

Transportation 
and childcare 
available

BELCHERTOWN—The 
Town of Belchertown will 
hold a Special Town Meeting 
on Monday, Nov. 9, 2026, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Belchertown 
High School Auditorium, 
142 Springfield Road. Voter 
check-in begins at 5:45 p.m.

All registered voters in 
Belchertown are welcome 
to attend, speak, and vote 
on the articles. An article is 
one item on the meeting’s 
agenda that voters decide 
on, such as part of the town 
budget or a change to a town 
bylaw. Residents can check 
their voter registration sta-
tus on the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth’s website.

Belchertown holds an open 
town meeting, which means 
voters themselves serve as 
the Town’s legislative body. 
Under Massachusetts law, 
open town meetings must be 

held in person. Voters check 
in at the door, and only those 
present in the room can 
speak on articles and cast 
votes. State law does not cur-
rently allow remote or hybrid 
participation in open town 
meetings. The meeting will 
be recorded so residents can 
watch it afterward, but res-
idents cannot participate or 
vote through a recording.

The Town Manager’s 
office  i s  prepar ing  an 
Enhanced Warrant Packet 
that includes the text of each 
article, a plain-language 
explanation, and how the rel-
evant committees voted. The 
packet will be posted on the 
Town’s Town Meeting page 
at www.belchertown.org/750/
Town-Meeting as soon as it 
is available. The page also 
offers resources to help res-
idents prepare, including 
the Citizen’s Guide to Town 
Meeting, instructions for the 
electronic voting devices, 
and a parking map for the 
high school.

To help as many residents 
as possible attend, the Town 
is offering two free services.

The Belchertown Senior 
Center will provide free 
transportation to the Special 
Town Meeting for residents 
60 and older. To reserve a 
spot, call Kim at 413-323-
0420, extension 508, by 
Thursday, November 5.

T h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Recreation Department will 
host the Little Voters Lounge, 
free childcare for children 
ages four to 12, so parents 
and caregivers can attend the 
meeting. Children will enjoy 
crafts, games, and a movie 
from 6:00 PM until the meet-
ing ends. Children must be 
able to use the restroom 
independently, and families 
are asked to send a snack 
and a water bottle (no pea-
nuts, please). Families can 
register online at belcher-
townma.myrec.com or call 
the Recreation Department 
at 413-323-0419 for more 
information.

Belchertown to hold STM on Nov. 9
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Congress needs a big shake-up. And it’s not going to happen if we keep 
re-electing people who’ve been there since the 1980s. There’s no mistaking where 

Nadia Milleron stands on the issues. And if you stand where she stands, make 
your voice heard on Tuesday. Get to your polling place and vote to take your 

government back from the career politicians who have ruined it.

IF YOUR ANSWER IS YES 
TO FOUR OR MORE OF 

THESE QUESTIONS, GET OFF 
YOUR BUTT AND VOTE 
FOR NADIA MILLERON.

NadiaforCongress.com

PAID FOR BY NADIA FOR CONGRESS

Are you sick and tired of health insurance companies 
denying or delaying your treatments and claims

As prices go higher and higher, should your household 
income be free of federal income taxes up to $100,000.00

Do we need to get the millions and millions of corporate 
PAC money out of our political system

Should we invest our tax dollars here in western 
Massachusetts and in solving America’s problems, 
not in endless foreign wars

Do you believe the pursuit of Life, Liberty and Happiness 
applies to all of us, not just the rich elite

Should we cap runaway rent increases, and make 
housing more affordable by banning corporate land 
speculators from buying up our neighborhoods

Do we need more doctors in western Massachusetts 
so you can get appointments and see specialists 
when you need them

Do you support a woman’s right to make her own health 
care decisions

Should we make our medicines here in western 
Massachusetts so we aren’t dependent on foreign 
drug manufacturers and supply lines, as happened 
during COVID shortages

Do you believe there should be term limits in Congress

Do we need to stop our elected officials and their families 
from enriching themselves at taxpayer expense 
while in office

Has Richard Neal been in Congress too long and is he 
unresponsive to people in western Massachusetts

Do you believe both major political parties are broken 
and that we should elect more Independents who aren’t 
under their control

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT
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Belchertown (413) 323-9611
West Brookfield (508) 867-4646
www.bellandhudson.com

ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE
Auto • Home • Life • Business

It’s up to you - Want quick and cheap insurance?
Or do you want insurance that’ll cover you 

if something bad happens?

THERE’S A DIFFERENCE!

You know those mailers you get directly 
from insurance companies? 

Yeah … we get them too.  
One was received recently from a 

direct to consumer insurance company.

The problem? 

The information provided in the ‘quote’ was 
incorrect (wrong square footage, etc..)  

And so was the premium quoted.
Seems to be the norm nowadays.

Fast?  Absolutely. Accurate?  Nope.
Personal?  Not Really.

At Bell and Hudson, we think there’s a better way 
to insure your biggest asset...

Call us first. We’ll give it to you straight!

SAVE
MORE 

MONEY!

John Smith
123 Perfect Lane
Wonder, MA 00000

US 
POSTAGE

PAIDLower 
    Your
Insurance 
    Rate!

✓ Save Hundreds!
✓ Quick & Easy!
✓ Approved in Seconds!

You Could

SAVE BIG!



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  O C TO BER 29,  2026 PAGE 5

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL!

 

Order Fresh All Natural 
Thanksgiving Turkeys

Order Deadline:  November 8th, 2026

Bob’s Turkey Farm
“Broad Breasted 
White Turkeys”

From Lancaster, MA

Apple, Pumpkin, Blueberry, 
Fruits of the Forest, 

Apple Caramel Walnut,
Chocolate Cream & MORE!

Randall’s 
FresFresh Baked Pies

Order Early for Best Availability

Specials
10/28 – 11/3/26

Locally Grown 
Butternut & Acorn Squash ......99¢/lb

Locally Grown Yukon Gold 
Potatoes .......................................5lb Bags $3.49 
Locally Grown Mac & Cortland 
Apples  ...................................................5lb Bags $5.99
Fresh Local 
Cranberries 12oz. Bags ....2 for $4.00

All 30% OFF
Tulips, Hyacinths, Daffodils, Crocus

Fall BulbsFall Bulbs
ForFor

Ready to Heat & Serve
FROM RANDALL’S KITCHEN

Butternut Cider Bisque Soup, 
Maple Pecan Roasted Butternut Squash,
Turkey Gravy, Cranberry Orange Relish, 

Sausage & Apple Stuffing,
Creamy Mashed Potatoes, Creamy Mashed Potatoes, 
Mashed Turnips & Carrots, Mashed Turnips & Carrots, 
Sunset Stuffed MushroomsSunset Stuffed Mushrooms

SSpring Bloomom

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

for visitors of the garden to 
read. 

The Spook-Tacular event 
featured a Dr. Seuss-themed 
theatrical skit performed by 
third, fourth and fifth grade 
students and was directed 
by Laura Biship. Pathfinder 
R e g i o n a l  Vo c a t i o n a l 
Technical High School help-
ers also read stories and 
showed support for the gar-

den. 
“They always come back 

to lend a helping hand at this 
garden, whether it is work-
ing in it or helping with 
the events, their dedication 
means so much,” said Debra 
Lapointe. 

Lapointe is a gardener who 
decorated the garden for the 
Spook-Tacular along with 
her Friends of the Garden. 

There  was a  scaven-
ger hunt and goody bags 
throughout the gardens. 

Children also got to enjoy 
crafts and spooky stories. 

T h e  e n t i r e  p o l l i n a -
tor garden transformed for 
Halloween with decorations 
displayed all over. Familiar 
characters created by Dr. 
Seuss visited the garden 
during this Halloween sea-
son. 

Lapointe said she intends 
to bring this annual event 
back next year as it contin-

ues to serve as a family event 
enjoyed by families and chil-
dren. 

“As they say, it takes a 
village to put on events like 
these,” she said. “I feel so 
lucky to have such wonder-
ful volunteers who work with 
me to make this garden what 
it is for the public and chil-
dren. Their time, energy and 
enthusiasm make it all pos-
sible.” 

SPOOK-TACULAR
 from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Children and families gathered by the garden for a story. 

The Belchertown 
Pollinator Garden 
was decorated for 
the Spook-Tacular, 
which included 
familiar characters 
created by Dr. Seuss. 

Thanksgiving Luncheon
Please join us, Friday, 

Nov. 20 at10:30 a.m. for a 
traditional Thanksgiving 
meal! Doors open at 10:15 
for a special performance by 
Memory Lane, featuring all 
your favorite Doo Wop Hits! 
Thank you to TruNorthBank 
and the BSCCA for sponsor-
ing this event, and volunteer-
ing! Call Stephanie 323-0420 
ext 501 starting November 
2nd at 9am to reserve a seat 
for this $5 meal! Please leave 
a voicemail including your 
name, and the name of one 
guest.

NEW Free Drop-In EFT 
Meridian Tapping Group
Mondays at 10 a.m. start-

ing Nov. 2 learn more about 
this simple self-help tech-
nique, which utilizes the 
same science as acupunc-
ture, to improve physical and 
mental health! No advanced 
sign-up necessary Facilitated 
by Marianne Reif , Ph.D.

Communicating Effectively
The Empowered Caregiver 

Series Wednesday, Nov. 
18 at 10 a.m. An education 
program presented by the 
Alzheimer’s Association. 
Dementia affects a person’s 
ability to communicate, mak-
ing it hard to convey wants 
and needs. Learn how to use 
a person-centered approach 
to communicate more effec-
tively at any stage of the 
disease. Call Stephanie 323-
0420 ext. 501 to sign up!

Need extra CASH
for the holidays?

Richard Stone from Family 
Jewels will be at the Senior 
Center on Tuesday, Nov. 3 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call 
for a 20-minute appoint-
ment to sell your unwanted 
gold, platinum, copper or 
silver items. A percentage 
of all sales will benefit the 
BSCCA. Call 323-0420 ext. 
501 for an appt.

Veterans Appreciation 
Luncheon 

Tuesday, Nov. 10 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Doors 
will open at 10:15 a.m. for 
Chicken Parmigiana, pre-
pared and served by the culi-
nary students at Pathfinder 
R e g i o n a l  T e c h n i c a l 
School. If you are a United 
States Military Veteran of 
Belchertown and would like 
to attend, please call 323-
0420 ext. 501 by Monday, 
Nov. 3 to reserve a space 
for yourself and one guest. 
Other community members 
who would like to attend 
may reserve seats beginning 
on Tuesday, November 4th 
at 9am. Sponsored by the 
Belchertown Police Military 
Banner Program

Holiday Bread Sale 
Offered by the BSCCA. 

Purchase a set of 4 mini 
loaves (Spiced Gingerbread, 
C r a n b e r r y  O r a n g e , 
C i n n a m o n  R o l l ,  a n d 
Chocolate Chip), baked by 
our Nutrition Department, 
to enjoy this holiday sea-
son! Breads must be pre-or-
dered in person, no later than 
Dec. 11 at the Senior Center 
during normal business 
hours. Payment of $12 must 
be paid at the time of the 
order. Please see Stephanie 
or Jessica to order. Bread 
pick-up will be Dec. 17 and 
18. Please be advised that 
breads may contain milk, 
eggs, wheat, soybean, pea-
nuts and tree nuts.

AARP Tax Preparation 
at the Belchertown

 Senior Center
Once again  the  IRS-

certified AARP TaxAide 
Counselors will be prepar-
ing tax returns at our Senior 
Center free of charge on 
Wednesdays, Feb. 3 through 
April 7. We will begin taking 
appointments on Tuesday, 
Jan. 5. Any messages left 
prior to that date, will not be 

returned. Stay tuned for more 
information about appoint-
ment scheduling, procedures, 
forms, required documents, 
etc.

Need Food Assistance?
The Senior Center has 

partnerships with the Food 
Bank of Western Mass., as 
well as the Amherst Survival 
Center to provide food pan-
try items to registered par-
ticipants each month. Stop 
in to pick up an application, 
or for more information call 
Stephanie 323-0420 ext 501.

Giving Tree
Again, this year, the Senior 

Center will be offering a 
Giving Tree program, where 
community members will 
have the opportunity to select 
a gift request from the holi-
day tree in our lobby to pur-
chase gifts for older adults 
in need. To nominate your-
self or a loved one to be the 
recipient of holiday gifts, 
call Stephanie at 323-0420 
ext. 501, stop by the Senior 
Center, or email SFraleigh@
belchertown.org no later 
than Nov. 20. We will need 
the name, address,  and 
phone number of the recip-
ient, as well as a short wish 
list*. Nominations should 
be for older adults living in 
Belchertown only. *Receipt 
of gifts is not guaranteed, 
and will be dependent on 
community support. Those 
looking to select an ornament 
can do so starting on Nov. 
30. Please return unwrapped 
gifts w/ornament no later 
than Dec. 18. 

Book Club
Join our Senior Center 

Book Club Monday, Nov. 
16 at 10 a.m., and the 3rd 
Monday of every month! 
This month is “The Secret 
Life of Sunflowers” by Marta 
Malnar. All are welcome.

Winter Cardinal Paint and 
Sip Join us at the Senior 

Center on Wednesday, Nov. 
4 at 1 p.m. to paint your own 
winter cardinals on canvas 
with Paint Sip Fun. We’ll 
enjoy snacks and non-alco-
holic beverages, sponsored 
by Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown, while learn-
ing to paint step-by step 
with a professional artist! 
You will learn simple tech-
niques, and easy to under-
stand methods. This class is 
only $5 per person, thanks 
to partial sponsorship by the 
Belchertown Senior Citizens’ 
Center Association Inc. 
(BSCCA)! Space is limited, 
so registration and pre-pay-
ment is required. Please see 
Stephanie to sign up by Nov. 
2.

Mediumship Event 
with Stephanie

Gallery Reading Tuesday, 
Nov. 17 at 1 p.m. Join 
Psychic Medium Stephanie 
Jacquier, to connect with 
sp i r i t  for  an  inspi r ing 
and  memorab le  even t ! 
Stephanie’s readings are 
meant to bring healing and 
comfort to all, but please 
understand that she has no 
control over who comes 
through. $10/per participant 
and space is limited to 20. 
Registration and pre-pay-
ment is required. Please see 
Stephanie Fraleigh to sign up 
by Nov. 13.

November Menu
Congregate meals are 

served daily Monday-Friday 
at 11:30 a.m. There is a vol-
untary, confidential, sug-
gested meal donation of $3 
for Age 60+, and a required 
charge of $6 for those under 
60 ($8 for large parties) 
Anyone under 60 is required 
to check in and pay Katy 
Martin upon arrival. Call 
Kim 323-0420 ext. 508 to 
sign up or cancel.

Belchertown Senior Center November 2026 Programs
❚ COMMUNITY�
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5 
p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information 
about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

To the editor,

Thank you to all of the 
businesses and families that 
supported our recent golf 
tournament, which was held 
at Cold Spring Country Club. 
This event was to raise funds 
for our new St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish Center which 
will be built on our Jabish 
Street campus.

We  wo u l d  e s p e c i a l -
ly like to thank our Major 
Sponsors: Window World 
of Western Massachusetts 
(Platinum Sponsor); Hulmes 
Transportation, LTD (Gold 
Sponsor); Bell & Hudson 
Insurance Agency, Inc., 
The Lebrun Family, and 
The Phaneuf Family (Silver 
Sponsors ) ;  McCar thy’s 

Pub (Lunch Sponsor) and 
Don’s Auto Sales & Service 
(Breakfast Sponsor). 

Thank you to our Tee, 
Green, and Friend spon-
sors: Noonan Energy, Law 
Offices of Richard Maynard, 
Ta l l  Tree  Landscapes , 
Poissant & Neveu Real 
Estate, Christopher Heights, 
Five Star Landscapes, Tilton 
Automotive, Cardaropoli 
Wood Floors, Interstate Bat-
teries, Architectural Insights, 
T.J. Conway Mechanical 
Contractors, and many anon-
ymous contributors.

T h a n k  y o u  t o  D ave 
W r i g h t ,  H e a d  G o l f 
Professional at Cold Spring 
Country Club, and his staff 
for a great job coordinating 
golf and food to make this a 

very good experience!
Finally, thank you to all of 

the players who participat-
ed in the event and the won-
derful volunteers from St. 
Francis of Assisi church who 
stepped forward to work on a 
very cool and blustery day to 
make this a successful event.

We are so grateful for 
the local and area business-
es stepping up to support a 
cause that is important to 
many of their customers! We 
encourage you to also sup-
port those businesses that 
support local causes.

With gratitude,
James Phaneuf

Tournament Director
St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish

St. Francis of Assisi thanks golf tournament sponsors

Karen, who reads the 
column, wrote in 
with this question 

for the Garden Lady:  
“Should you remove 
all the blossoms from 
Hydrangeas before the 
snow falls?”

What a great ques-
tion and the perfect 
time to tackle it. Here are 
some post bloom tips for the 
beloved hydrangea.

To  f i r s t  a n s w e r 
Karen’s question, you 
can snip off the flow-
ers but you don’t 
have to! If you like 
a tidy look, trim off 
the spent flowers 
right below the bloom 
and above the first set of 
healthy leaves.  

You can also choose to 
leave the flowers in place. 
They add a bit of winter 
interest and some experts say 
that they insulate next year’s 
flower buds. 

While we are thinking 
about next year, contin-
ue to water your hydrangea 
bushes, especially if Mother 
Nature is stingy with rain. 
Concentrate your watering 
efforts at the base of the 
plant.

Refreshing bark mulch 
now will also help seal in 
moisture and offer a measure 
of winter protection. Leave 
the stems intact – don’t cut 
them back to the ground 
even though they may look 
like rigid sticks all winter.  

For hydrangeas that bloom 
on old wood, you definitely 
want to keep “old wood” in 
place.

A long time reader of The 
Register, Frank, asked for 
more recipes from the har-
vest. He said that he didn’t 
try the pickle recipe that I 
published this summer, but 

that 

it did inspire him to make his 
own long-standing recipe. 

That’s great. I am happy to 
inspire.  

So Frank, here is a recipe 
that I just happen to be mak-
ing today, Butternut Squash 
soup, originally shared with 
me by my sister. You don’t 
need to use butternut, either. 
Really any winter squash or 
pumpkin will do!  

Now that my stash is in 
storage it’s time to get cre-
ative and enjoy it, and this is 
one of my favorite recipes. 
First we have to cook it! Any 
squash or pumpkin can easily 
be cooked up by roasting.  

Don’t go through the 
trouble of peeling and cub-
ing then boiling. Simply cut 
in half, scoop out the seeds 
and bake cut side down in an 
oiled glass pan or on a cook-
ie sheet at 375 degrees for 45 
minutes to an hour.  

A fork should go into the 
non seeded part of the squash 
easily. Once cooled, scoop 
out the flesh and it’s ready 
for all sorts of seasonal 

delights.
To make the soup, first, 
sauté a chopped onion, 

one stalk of chopped 
celery and one clove 

of minced garlic, 
a half teaspoon of 
salt and a teaspoon 

of finely minced rose-
mary in a couple of table-

spoons of olive oil. Let 
this fragrant mixture 
cook for about 10 
minutes, until the 
onions are transpar-
ent.  
O n c e  i t  h a s 

cooked, add about 
two pounds of squash 

and 32-ounces of chicken 
broth. I always tend to have 
some broth in the freezer 
from my last chicken dinner.  

If you purchase broth, go 
for the low salt option or 
adjust the salt in this recipe 
to your taste.

After it comes to a boil, 
simmer for a few minutes 
and then ladle the chunky 
soup into a blender.  You will 
likely have to do this in two 
or three batches.  

Return to the pot or serv-
ing bowl and enjoy! Some 
folks like to garnish with 
parmesan cheese or toast-
ed pumpkin seeds, but I am 
more of a soup drinker, so 
I like it just fine in its plain 
state.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

A fall question and a request 
for the Garden Lady

Dear Rusty: 
My question concerns 

the passing of my brother 
on Dec. 23, 2025. Since 
he passed away before 
the month was over, does 
that mean he will not 
receive a Social Security 
payment for December 
2025? Does the fact he 
passed before the end of 
December negate him 
receiving benefits for 
December 2025? 

Signed: Executor of 
my Brother’s Estate 

 
Dear Executor Sister: 

Please accept our sin-
cere condolences on 
your brother’s passing. 
FYI, according to Social 
Security law, all SS ben-
efits are paid in the month 
following the month they 
are earned, which means 
two in things in this cir-
cumstance:  

1. Any SS payment 
your brother received 
during the month of 
December (his month of 
death) is legally his or his 
estate’s because that pay-
ment was for the month 
before he died (November 
2025).  

2 .  A ny  S S  b e n e -
fits received thereafter 
(e.g., SS benefits paid 
in January 2026 for the 
month  of  December 
2025) must be returned to 
Social Security. The bank, 
which received his SS 
payments, would normal-
ly handle this automati-
cally if they were notified 
of your brother’s death.  

Social Security benefits 
are not paid for the month 
of death because the ben-
eficiary did not live the 
entire month and SS 
benefits are not paid for 

partial months. So even 
though your brother lived 
about 3/4ths of the month 
of December, he (his 
estate) will not get any SS 
benefits for the month of 
December. Indeed, even 
those who pass shortly 
before midnight on the 
last day of the month do 
not get Social Security 
benefits for the month 
they died.  

For additional infor-
mation, if your brother 
was married and his wife 
is still living, she would 
be entitled to a one-time, 
lump sum death benefit 
of $255 (if she is also 
eligible for her own SS 
retirement benefit). And, 
depending on her own SS 
retirement amount, she 
might also be eligible for 
a surviving spouse benefit 
as your brother’s widow.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intend-
ed for information pur-
poses and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Fo u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amac founda t ion .org /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

My brother died on Dec. 
23  does he get Social 
Security for December?

Recently, I watched a 
pair of white-breast-
e d  n u t h a t c h e s 

climbing up and down an 
oak tree in the yard.

They have a gray/blue 
back with a white face 
and black cap. They are a 
small, compact bird with a 
long, sharply pointed bill 
and short tail.

Females look similar to 
the males, but have a gray 
cap rather than a black 
one. Both sexes have white 
bellies and a chestnut col-
ored patch on the lower 
belly and near the tail. The 
head is large and they have 
almost no neck.

They are about 5.1 to 5.5 
inches long. White-breasted 
nuthatches are agile birds 
that creep along trunks and 
large branches, probing 
into bark furrows with their 
straight, pointed bills. 

Like other nuthatches, 
they often turn sideways 
and upside down on verti-
cal surfaces as they forage. 
A friends mother called 
them “upside down birds” 
for that reason. Unlike 
woodpeckers, they don’t 
lean against their tails.

They inhabit  mature 
woods and woodland edges 
part icularly deciduous 
stands like maple, hickory, 
basswoods and oak. They 

also are found in coniferous 
forests. 

Whi te -breas ted  nut -
hatches eat mainly insects 
including weevil larvae, 
wood boring beetle larvae, 
other beetles, tree hoppers, 
scale insects, ants, gall fly 
larvae, spiders, caterpil-
lars including spongy moth 
(also known as Gypsy 
moth) and  tent caterpillars.

They cache food typical-
ly hiding it under a piece of 
bark, lichen, moss or even 
snow.

They also eat seeds and 
nuts including acorns, haw-
thorn, sunflower seeds and 
sometimes crops such as 
corn. At feeders, they like 
sunflower seeds, peanuts, 
suet and peanut butter. 

White-breasted nuthatch-

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

support community journalism

in my

By Ellenor Downer

White-breasted nuthatch

Please see BACKYARD,
 page 12
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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lb
$288

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/29/26-11/4/2610/29/26-11/4/26

USDA INSP. ANTONINA’S GLUTEN-FREE

YELLOW CAKE 
w/BUTTERCREAM FROSTING 18 OZ.

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

JONAH CRAB ......................................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BATTERED & BREADED
FLOUNDER FILLET FISH  ................

88¢USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CHICKEN THIGH TRAY PAK ................

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS
$699

USDA INSP. 
VIRGINIA HAM ......................
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE 
KOREAN MARINATED BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............
USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED
CHICKEN TENDERLOINS .... lb

$369

$399
ea

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST or LONDON BROIL

BEEF STRIP LOIN

$744
lb

lb

$199
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$499

$749
lb

$166USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 10 LB BAG .. lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$428

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$222

$499
lb

$335

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR OR 

HALFHALF

lb

  
  

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
Belcher town His tor ica l 
Association Tom Stockton 
served as one of the tour 
guides. The Mount Hope 
Cemetery was established 
in 1846 and is the home to 
many family burials. 

The first known family in 
Belchertown was the Dwight 
family, including Elijah 
Dwight, Nathaniel Dwight, 
Susan Dwight, Diana Dwight 
and Eliza Dwight .  The 
Dwight family was one of 
the first families to settle in 
Belchertown. 

Reenac tors  por t rayed 
these historical figures of 
Belchertown and shared sto-
ries of their family’s histo-
ry. Each figure stood by their 
burial plot, which was visited 
during the Graveyard Tours. 

Nathaniel Dwight created 
a map of the town and many 
family artifacts from the 
Dwight family are displayed 
at  the Clapp Memorial 
Library

Humphrey  F i l e r  was 
another notable figure in 
Belchertown’s history. Filer 
lived in the 19th century and 
worked as a carriage maker 
based in Belchertown. 

During the tour, Stockton 
brought his group in front of 
a tomb with many questions 
surrounding it. There were 
also ghosts lingering as the 
Graveyard Tours continued. 

There was a train station at 
one point in Belchertown. 
Working at that sta-
tion was Harrison 
Dunbar  Dwight , 
who worked for the 
railroad as a freight 
agent. 

Even those in 
the afterlife can 
enjoy  music 
as the spirit 
o f  Timothy 
K e n f i e l d 
(1822-1905) 
w a s  s e e n 
playing his 
violin during 
the Graveyard 
Tours. 

Kenfield first 
heard the violin 
play at a church 
se rv ice  a t  the 
age of 14 and he 
was immediately 
hooked. His mother made the 
violin strings out of silk. 

Kenfield studied music 
in Boston and played for 
many dances that took place 
throughout Belchertown and 
the surrounding area. He 
formed his own band, which 
can be learned about at the 
Stone House Museum. 

The museum has part 
book of Kenfield’s band and 
Stockton said someday they 
hope to be able to hear the 
arrangements of Kenfield’s 
music that were documented. 

The spirit of one resi-
dent made his way back 
to  Belcher town.  El i jah 
Coleman Bridgman is from 
Belchertown, but isn’t buried 
at Mount Hope Cemetery. 

Br idgman worked  as 
a missionary and moved 
to China back in 1829. He 
passed away in 1861 and was 
buried in Shanghai. 

The reenactor playing 
Bridgman reminded the 
tourists that he still visits 
Belchertown. 

One of the unique burials 
at Mount Hope Cemetery 
belongs to Gaston Plantiff, 
who was acquainted with 
Henry Ford. Plantiff con-
vinced Ford to donate about 
$5,000 to build a new shed. 

Plantiff worked as the 
Northeast Regional Manager 
for Ford Motors and passed 

away in 1934. His buri-
al includes a bench seating 
area surrounded by two long 
bushes. 

There were two reenac-
tors portraying two spirits of 
the same person. Stockton 
said these were the spirits 
of the famous Belchertown 
Resident, Myron Walker. 

A t  a g e  1 4 ,  Wa l k e r 
became a drummer during 
the Civil War. He commit-
ted four years of service 
with the 10th Regiment of 
the Massachusetts Volunteer 
Army. 

The Stone House Museum 
has some of Walker’s belong-
ings. 

More information and 
history can be found at the 
Stone House Museum, 20 
Maple St. For future events, 
visit stonehousemuseum.org. 

GRAVEYARD TOURS 
from page 1

GRAVEYARD 
TOURS

Gaston Plantiff stood alongside his burial plot. The spirit of Humphrey Filer stood beside his family gravestone at Mount Hope Cemetery. 

Ghosts lingered throughout Mount Hope Cemetery during the 
Graveyard Tour. 

Lucy Dolittle Thompson 
shared her inspiring story 
about becoming an architect 
during her lifetime.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Nathaniel Dwight was one of many members of the notable 
Dwight family during the early years of Belchertown. 

The afterlife plays music 
too as did violinist Timothy 
Kenfield. 

Susan Dwight came in spirit 
to share her family’s story 
during the Graveyard Tour

Two reenactors portrayed Myron Walker as a teenager and as 
an adult.

A reenactor portrayed 
Elijah Coleman Bridg-

man, a missionary who 
was from Belchertown 

but is actually buried in 
Shanghai. His ghost still 

visits the graveyard. 

www.sentinel.turley.com



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  O C TO BER 29,  2026 PAGE 9

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – Last Friday afternoon, 
the Belchertown field hockey team defeat-
ed Tantasqua Regional 1-0. The lone goal of 
the game came from Jocelyn McMahon with 

Gianna Zenon getting the assist in the sec-
ond half. The two teams battled scoreless 
in the first half. Belchertown lifted their 
record to 9-3-3. The Warriors are 8-5-2 
and will make the state tournament this 
year.

Madeline 
Williams 
runs to meet 
a passed 
ball.

Mary DiBona tries to guide the ball up the field.

Gianna Zenon 
guides the 
ball toward 
the right side.

Kina Roy 
advances up the 

middle of the field.

Addi DiBona is pressured by a Tantasqua defender. Julia Rainaud steals the ball away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

McMahon’s goal 
lifts Belchertown

Rams finish 
regular 
season 
undefeated

GRANBY –  Las t 
week,  Granby High 
School  g i r l s  soccer 
wrapped up the regu-
lar season and headed 
for the Class D tourna-
ment, where they drew 
the No. 2 seed and a 
Tuesday quarterfinal 
matchup with Hoosac 
Va l l e y.  T h e  R a m s 
defeated Southwick, 
E a s t h a m p t o n , 
a n d  C h i c o p e e 
Comprehens ive  l a s t 
week and are 13-0-3. 
The Rams finished the 
season with an eight-
game win streak. They 
are also currently ranked 
No. 1 in Division 5 and 
could have home advan-
tage through the semifi-
nal round if successful.

Kalli White sends 
a long pass deep 
into the other end.

Kara White makes a throw-in.

Makayla Dennis advances up the right side of the field.

Sophia Press goes for a loose ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Marcela Tapia is pressured by an opponent.

PA L M E R  –  L a s t 
Monday  a f t e rnoon , 
the Pathfinder Tech 
girls soccer team had 
a 0-0 tie against Smith 
Academy and are 7-2-2 
for the regular sea-
son. Pathfinder did not 
qualify for the Western 
Mass. Tournament, but 

will make the state tour-
nament this year. The 
girls will have nonplay-
off matchups against 
H a m p d e n  C h a r t e r , 
Cape Cod Tech, and 
Mt. Everett to close out 
month before facing an 
opponent in the state 
tournament.

Pioneers fight to 
scoreless draw

The Pioneers 
face Athol 
last Monday 
afternoon.

Goalie 
Madison 
Boulrice 
pounces on 
a shot.

Amber Roman tries to clear the 
ball away.

Aubrey Ortiz 
goes after a 

loose ball.
Josephine 

Boyko tries 
to make 

a stop on 
defense.

Whisper 
Wagher 

fights with 
an opponent 
for the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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Th e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Vo l l e y b a l l  t e a m 
ended  the i r  regu-

lar season with 7 wins in a 
row with two recent upsets 
with Amherst  and East 
Longmeadow.

During the Amherst game 
Kaiya Cavanaugh reached 2 
big milestones. 100 Aces and 
750 Digs.

Season ends on 
positive note

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League 
WARE – Roll-A-Way 

Lanes’ Bondsville League 
has completed seven weeks 
of league candlepin bowl-
ing. 

During week seven on 
Oct. 22, the Slow Burners 
bowled against Zeke’s 
Freaks on lanes three and 
four. 

In  game one ,  S low 
Burners defeated Zeke’s 
Freaks by a score of 481-
478. The highest individual 
score of 130 was bowled by 
Kevin Krasnecky of Zeke’s 
Freaks. Jody Orszulak of 
Slow Burners was the hero 
of his team, scoring 111. 

In  game two,  S low 
Burners won again by a 
score of 462-445. Orszulak 
carried his team again, this 
time scoring 104. 

In game three, Slow 
Burners completed the 
three-game sweep by win-
ning 447-445. The final 
score was 1390-1368 in 
favor of Slow Burners, who 
move to a record of 27-22. 
Zeke’s Freaks move to a 
record of 20-29. 

P & J  M e a t s  b ow l e d 
against Night Hawks during 
week seven. In game one, 
Night Hawks won by a 
score of 458-436. 

In game two,  Night 
Hawks won again by a 
score of 456-405. Night 
Hawks won game three by 
a score of 500-464 for a 
three-game sweep over P&J 
Meats. 

Dave Flanagan of Night 
Hawks finished the match 
with 113, and Andy Tombor 
scored 111. Shaun Midura 
of P&J Meats finished with 
119. 

The final score was 1414-
1305 in favor of Night 
Hawks, who move to a 
record of 27-22. P&J Meats 
move to a record of 19-30. 

The Flaming Bowling 
Balls bowled against the 
Rollies on lanes seven 
and eight at Roll-A-Way 
Lanes. In game one, Rollies 
defeated FBB by a score of 
463-401. 

In game two, Rollies 
won again by a score of 
495-472. Ron Gouin of 
Rollies scored 126 to fur-
ther increase his team’s lead 
in the match. Randy Harper 
of Rollies scored 109. Ryan 
McCarthy of FBB had a 
good score of 118.  

In game three, Flaming 
Bowling won by a score of 
487-469. Brandon Haley of 
FBB scored 117 for a series 
of 300, a 100 average for 

the night. 
Brandon Lane of Rollies 

finished with 110. The final 
score was 1427-1360 in 
favor of Rollies, who move 
to a record of 20-29. The 
Flaming Bowling Balls 
have a record of 23-26. 

The Pincesses bowled 
against the Cannonballs 
during week seven. In game 
one, Pincesses won by a 
score of 480-450. Kevin 
Trott of Pincesses scored 
well over his league aver-
age with 105. 

Pincesses won game two 
by one-pin, 454-453. Trott 
had another game over his 
league average with 96. 

In game three, Pincesses 
won by a score of 462-446 
for a three-game sweep 
over Cannonballs.  The 
final score was 1396-1349 
in favor of Pincesses, who 
move to a record of 33-16. 

Spare  Par t s  bowled 
a g a i n s t  t h e  I r o n m e n 
during week seven of the 
Bondsville League. 

In game one, Ironmen 
defeated Spare Parts by 
a score of 474-440. Greg 
Carr of Ironmen had a 
strong game of 123 to take 
the lead and the game. 

In game two,  Spare 
Parts defeated Ironmen by 
a score of 453-441. Jared 
Demetri of Spare Parts 
scored 110. 

In game three, Ironmen 
won the last game by a 
score of 468-438. Ryan 
Drago of Ironmen finished 
with 128, while his team-
mate Billy Brunk scored 
125. 

The final score was 1383-
1331 in favor of Ironmen, 
who have a record of 24-25 
after seven weeks. Spare 
Parts remain in first place 
with a record of 34-15. 

Spare  Ti res  bowled 
against  Fire Mountain 
during week seven. In game 
one, Spare Tires defeated 
Fire Mountain by a score 
of 460-432. Tony Burke 
of Spare Tires started the 
match with 102. 

In game two, Spare Tires 
won again by a score of 
498-445. Burke followed 
up with 103 in game two. 
Tracey Giard of Spare Tires 
matched her teammate’s 
score, 103. Shawn Ross of 
Fire Mountain scored 103. 

In game three, Spare 
Tires won by a score 
of 492-417 to complete 
the sweep against Fire 
Mountain. Rick Trott of 
Fire Mountain finished with 
109. Pat Burke of Spare 
Tires finished with 101. 

The final score was 1450-
1294 in favor of Spare 
Tires, who move to a record 
of 26-23. 

Candlepin League 
NEWS

WORCESTER –  The 
Worcester Railers HC (1-2-
0-0, 2 pts) visit the 
Maine Mariners 
(2-1-0-0, 4 pts) 
o n  S u n d a y 
a f t e rnoon  a t 
Cross Insurance 
Arena in Portland, 
Maine. Puck drop 
is scheduled for 3:00 
p.m. ET. Worcester failed 
to bounce back after falling 
3-0 to Maine on Saturday, 
October 24th, in the first road 
game of the regular season. 
Worcester is back on the 
Road on Friday, October 30th 
in Glens Falls NY against the 
Adirondack Thunder. Puck 
drop is at 7:00 p.m.

Matt  DeMelis  (1-0-1) 
opened the scoring at 10:30 
in the 1st period off assists 
from Stevie Moses and Riley 
Piercey to give the Railers 
a 1-0 lead. The Mariners 
responded in the 2nd period 
when Max Andreev (1-1-2) 
scored a shorthanded goal 
at 11:41 to even the score at 
1-1. Later in the period, Josh 
Bloom (1-0-1) scored on the 
power play at 18:43, assist-
ed by Andreev and Antonio 
Venuto, to give Maine a 
2-1 lead heading into the 
3rd period. At 15:19 in the 
3rd, Venuto (1st) found the 
back of the net off assists 
from Robert Cronin and 
Ryan Francis to extend the 

Mariners’ lead to 3-1. Maine 
held on for the remainder of 

the game to secure 
the 3-1 victory 
over Worcester. 

The Railers start-
ed the 1st period 
slowly, with both 
teams dumping the 

puck into the oppos-
ing zone and trying to 

create pressure. Worcester’s 
defense tested Max Lundgren 
from the blueline, but the 
Mariners kept the puck out 
of the net. With 12:05 left 
in the 1st, Anthony Kehrer 
was called for high-sticking, 
sending the Railers to the 
penalty kill. Gabe Carriere, 
recently sent down from the 
Hartford Wolf Pack, made a 
key save to help Worcester 
successfully kill the penalty. 
With 9:30 remaining, Ryan 
Piercey jumped on the puck 
and passed it to Moses, who 
helped set up Matt Demelis 
(2nd) for the goal to give 
Worcester a 1-0 lead. All 
three members of the Railers’ 
first line contributed to the 
scoring play. Carriere later 
made a great save on Cronin, 
stretching out on his side 
to keep the puck out. With 
6:30 left in the period, Tyson 
Fawcett dropped the gloves 
with Wyllum Deveaux fol-
lowing a big hit by Deveaux 
on Worcester’s Donhauser. 
K a p l a n  l a t e r  d r o p p e d 

the  g loves  wi th  Dylan 
MacKinnon as the physical 
play continued. With 1:33 
remaining, Matt Hobbs was 
called for interference, send-
ing the Railers back to the 
penalty kill. The 1st period 
ended with Worcester leading 
1-0, while the Mariners held 
a 14-9 advantage in shots on 
goal.

The Mariners started the 
2nd period on the power play 
following a late penalty in the 
1st, but Worcester success-
fully killed it off to maintain 
a 1-0 lead. Matt Demalis 
made a great individual play 
through the opposing zone 
and drew a hooking penalty 
against Antonio Venuto while 
on the penalty kill to create 
a 4-on-4 situation. Declan 
McDonnell nearly extended 
the Railers’ lead on a break-
away, but his shot hit the 
post. Mason Primeau also 
created a chance with a take-
away and shot, but couldn’t 
convert the rebound. The 
period became increasingly 
physical, with Bloom called 
for interference at 9:57 and 
Linus Hemstrom called for 
tripping at 14:32. At 11:41, 
M. Andreev scored his third 
shorthanded goal of the 
weekend to tie the game 1-1 
for Maine. Late in the peri-
od, more penalties followed 
as Gabe Blanchard was called 
for slashing, while Lincoln 

Hatten and Wyllum Deveaux 
received roughing minors. 
With 1:17 remaining in the 
period, Bloom (1st) scored on 
the power play, assisted by 
Andreev and Venuto, giving 
the Mariners a 2-1 lead head-
ing into the 3rd period.

The Railers and Mariners 
went through the open-
ing three minutes of the 3rd 
period without much action, 
with both teams dumping the 
puck into the opposing zone 
and trying to create pressure. 
Underwood had a wrist-shot 
opportunity but stopped in 
front of the net as players 
looked for a tip. Maine con-
tinued searching for an insur-
ance goal while Worcester 
looked to even the score. 
With 11:24 remaining, Cole 
Donhauser was called for 
boarding, sending the Railers 
to the penalty kill. Worcester 
successfully killed off the 
penalty to keep the game 
within reach. At that point, 
Maine led 33-24 in shots on 
goal. Lincoln Hatten was 
later called for high-sticking 
at 16:09. At 15:19, Antonio 
Venuto (1st) scored off assists 
from Robert Cronin and Ryan 
Francis to extend Maine’s 
lead to 3-1. The Mariners 
went on to secure the victory, 
taking a 2-1 lead in the sea-
son series.

Railers fall at home to Maine Mariners

CHARLOTTE, N.C. -  The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
( 3 - 3 - 1 - 1 )  s a w  a n o t h -
er standout performance 
from their young netmind-
er in a 2-1 victory over  the 
Charlotte Checkers (5-3-0-
0) on Saturday night inside 
Bojangles Coliseum. 

Both teams exchanged 
minor penalties and unsuc-
cessful, abbreviated power 
plays in the opening four 
minutes, but the Springfield 
man-advantage got another 
crack and opened the scoring 
at 5:51. After wrestling the 
puck out of a board scrum, 
Michael Buchinger freed 
it up and dropped it back to 
Theo Lindstein at point posi-
tion. The second-year blue-
liner danced toward mid-
dle ice before firing a see-
ing-eye wrister past Kirill 
Gerasimyuk’s glove, giving 
Springfield the 1-0 edge.

That proved to be enough 
for Will Cranley to hold the 
T-Birds lead into the inter-
mission, as the second-year 
backstop denied each of 

C h a r l o t t e ’s  s eve n  s h o t 
attempts. 

The game’s pace grinded to 
a halt in the second period, 
as both teams paraded their 
ways into the sin bin. The 
teams would combine for 28 
penalty minutes and seven 
separate power play oppor-
tunities, but despite all the 
chaos, shots were a scarcity, 
with Charlotte launching only 
six attempts at Cranley, while 
Springfield managed just four 
at Gerasimyuk.

Oskar Sundqvist had the 
T-Birds’ best chance to extend 
the 1-0 lead, but the veteran 
forward rattled the crossbar 
with a high-rising wrister. 

After beginning the week-
end 0-for-7 on their power 
play, the Checkers did final-
ly cash in with just 27 sec-
onds left in the period as 
Jack Devine funneled a wris-
ter from point position over 
Cranley’s glove, tying the 
score and sending a 1-1 game 
into the third for a second 
straight evening.

As was the case on Friday, 

shots on goal heavily favored 
the Checkers for the game 
and especially in the third, as 
Charlotte twirled 15 pucks 
on Cranley. However, the 
T-Birds proved opportunistic, 
as Jack Finley found a loose 
puck in the left circle near the 
boards and whipped a perfect 
blind cross-ice feed to Dylan 
Peterson, who punched a shot 
through Gerasimyuk to restore 
the T-Birds lead, 2-1, at 6:32 
of the third.

Peterson’s clutch tally 
would be all Cranley need-
ed, as the Springfield penalty 
kill dispatched two additional 
Charlotte power plays to bring 
the game to its finish line. 
Cranley finished with 27 stops 
and has now turned away 111 
of 116 shots over his first four 
starts.

The T-Birds now return 
home with a 3-1-0-0 road 
record to begin their season, 
as Springfield looks to find its 
home ice advantage when they 
open a five-game homestand 
on Friday, Oct. 30 at 7:05 p.m. 
against the Providence Bruins.

T-Birds grab split with Charlotte
PLYMOUTH, N.H. — 

Plymouth State scored 21 
points in the fourth quar-
ter to erase a 10-point 
defic i t  and ra l ly  pas t 
Westfield State, 28-17, 
in a Massachusetts State 
C o l l e g i a t e  A t h l e t i c 
Conference football game 
Saturday at Panther Field.

Westfield State (3-3, 3-2 
MASCAC) led 17-7 enter-
ing the fourth quarter, but 
Plymouth State (3-3, 2-3 
MASCAC) scored three 
touchdowns in the final 15 
minutes to turn the game 
around and secure the vic-
tory.

The Owls built a 14-0 
halftime advantage behind 
two rushing touchdowns. 
F reshman  quar te rback 
Quinn Sumner opened the 
scoring with a 4-yard touch-
down run with 4:41 remain-
ing in the first quarter, cap-
ping a nine-play, 72-yard 
drive. Andrew Currier added 
the extra point for a 7-0 
lead.

Westfield extended its 
advantage early in the sec-
ond quarter when freshman 
running back 
Cole Ingham 
broke free for a 
31-yard touch-
down run with 
13:36 remaining. 
Currier’s second 
successful  extra 
point put the Owls 
ahead 14-0.

P lymou th  S ta t e 
threatened before halftime, 
driving to the Westfield 
5-yard line, but the Owls’ 
defense held on fourth 
down to preserve the shut-
out. Westfield finished the 
first half with 184 rushing 
yards and 348 total yards in 
the game, compared with 90 
rushing yards and 238 total 
yards for the Panthers.

Plymouth State finally 
broke through in the third 
quarter. After recovering 
a Westfield fumble, the 
Panthers drove 41 yards 
on nine plays, capped by 

a 1-yard touchdown run 
by Josh Phillips with 3:42 
remaining in the period. 

R y a n 
B r y a n t ’ s 

extra point 
cut the deficit 

to 14-7.
C u r r i e r 

e x t e n d e d 
Westfield’s lead 
to  17-7  wi th 

a 26-yard field 
goal with 14:13 

remaining in the fourth 
quarter, finishing an eight-
play, 66-yard drive.

The Panthers then cap-
italized on turnovers to 
seize control. An intercep-
tion and a 37-yard return 
by Ricky Phom helped set 
up Plymouth State’s next 
scoring opportunity, which 
ended with Drake Dumont’s 
1-yard touchdown run with 
8:17 remaining. Bryant’s 
extra point made it 17-14.

Plymouth State took its 

WSU Owls fall at Plymouth State

Please see WSU, page 12
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 STARTING AT

$599
Lucas

/each

SAVE
UP TO
30%

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

GRANBY – American 
Legion Post 266 hosted its 
monthly spaghetti supper for 
the month of October.

Rob  Chauv in  o f  the 
Granby American Legion 
said the post offers a monthly 
supper on the last Thursday 
of the month. 

The meal always features 
spaghetti, sauce, salad and 
a roll for $8 per meal; with 
dine-in and take out avail-
able. Proceeds from the 
meals go toward supporting 
the Granby American Legion. 

This was the eighth month-
ly supper offered by Granby 
American Legion and every 
month, members make about 

65 meals for guests. 
During the spaghetti sup-

per, Dave Mendoza of the 
Granby American Legion 
was greeting guests at the 
door and collecting funds for 
the meals. Members Sue, Ed 
and Steve were preparing the 
meals in the kitchen. 

Guests enjoyed the comfort 
of the dining hall with music 
playing in the background. 

Granby American Legion 
Post 266 has around 300 
members and works with 
affiliate groups throughout 
the year.

The post hosts a flag retire-
ment ceremony on an annu-
al basis and also participates 
in a Veterans Day ceremony 
and the town’s Memorial Day 
parade. 

The Granby American 

Legion, located at 74 Pleasant 
St., is also the home of the 
266 Lounge. The lounge is 
open to the public and was 
open during the monthly spa-
ghetti supper. 

Throughout the year, the 
post also hosts a month-
ly building bridges veteran’s 
lunch. The Granby American 
Legion also hosts family 
events such as Breakfast with 
Santa Claus and with the 
Easter Bunny. 

Activities enjoyed at the 
Granby American Legion 
include darts, pool, horse-
shoes, pitch leagues and corn-
hole. 

Joining members of the 
Granby American Legion 
during the spaghetti supper 
was Jack Neves of Calvary 
Social Media. 

Neves talked about an 
upcoming community fund-
raising event, the Calvary 
Media Night Out on Nov. 
2 from 5-7 p.m. at Pic’s 
Pub in Holyoke to bene-
fit Miracle League Western 
Massachusetts and Holyoke 
Safe Neighborhood Initiatives. 

The Son’s of the Granby 
American Legion Post 266 
is hosting its sixth annual 
Thanksgiving Day Turkey 
Raffle. Prizes include one 
turkey and one bottle of wine 
from the Wine Haus. 

Proceeds  go to  bene-
fit the Granby High School 
Scholarship Fund. Drawing 
for the raffle will be Nov. 22. 

For more information, visit 
the Granby American Legion 
Post 266 Facebook page or 
go to granbymapost266.org. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Shown from left to right are Sue, Ed, Rob, Jack, Dave and Steve inside the kitchen of the Granby American Legion Post 266 
during the monthly spaghetti supper.

American Legion offers spaghetti supper

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY – The Select 
Board voted Monday to 
send a roughly $1.1 mil-
lion renovation of the West 
Street building to town 
meeting voters, includ-
ing a community gym and 
lower-level shell space for 
a future Council on Aging 
fit-out.

The motion puts “option 
three” on the warrant for 
a special town meeting 
scheduled for Nov. 16 at 
7 p.m. It does not autho-
rize construction and voters 
would decide whether to 
approve the funding. 

The Finance Committee 
later voted to support 
“option three,” while the 
meeting left the project’s 
final financing unresolved.

The joint meeting con-
sidered three options for 
the former West Street 
Elementary School. Option 
one, estimated at $680,000, 
would replace windows 
on the West Street side 
and in the cafeteria, along 
with some exterior doors. 
The cost includes construc-
tion, contingency and proj-
ect-team costs, said Lynne 
Mercier of the West Street 
Building Committee. 

“Option two” would add 
a renovation of the gym-
nasium for community use 
and elections, bringing the 
estimated cost to $815,000. 

“Option three” includes 
the exterior work and gym, 
plus full abatement of the 
lower-level area planned 
for the Council on Aging 
and sprinkler coverage. It 
would leave that area as 
shell space for a future fit-
out, not ready for immedi-
ate occupancy.

“It just is a shell space 
that has been fully abated 
for the next step, the next 
phase, which would be get-
ting a (Council on Aging) 
in there,” Mercier said, 
referring to the Council on 
Aging. 

Officials said acting now 
could preserve the current 
project team and avoid 
restarting the procurement 
process. 

T h e  ow n e r ’s  p r o j -
ect  manager,  architect 
and engineers’ contracts 
were expected to end in 
December. Mercier said 
the committees needed to 
select an option and bring it 
to town meeting in time to 

extend those contracts.
Neil Joyce, the owner’s 

project manager, said hir-
ing a new team could delay 
substantive work by five to 
six months. 

“You would be upwards 
of five to six months before 
you could begin substantive 
work again on the project 
that we have,” he said. 

Joyce estimated the addi-
tional construction time 
at about two months for 
“option one,” three months 
for “option two” and four 
months for “option three.” 

The shell-space work 
would not complete the 
Council on Aging move. 
Joyce estimated that a 
future fit-out could cost $3 
million to $4 million at cur-
rent prices, before potential 
increases. 

He said construction 
costs could rise by 4% to 
8% annually, depending on 
market conditions. 

Town Administrator Ron 
Aponte said Council on 
Aging leaders had reacted 
positively to the shell-space 
concept. 

He also said relocating 
the Council on Aging could 
allow the town to sell its 
current building. A prior 
appraisal cited at the meet-
ing was about $757,000, 
while informal estimates 
discussed were as high as 
$800,000. 

No sale or sale proceeds 
are guaranteed. 

Aponte said a commer-
cial buyer could return the 
property to the tax rolls and 
bring local economic activ-
ity. 

Financing estimates pre-
sented by Treasurer Steve 
Nally included annual debt 
service of about $222,000 
for a $1 million, five-year 
loan at 4.25%, or about 
$126,000 annually for 10 
years at 4.75%.

Officials said free cash 
or private contributions 
could reduce borrowing, 
but the amounts were not 
yet known. Aponte said a 
potential benefactor had 
expressed interest but had 
not specified a contribution. 

Se lec t  Board  mem-
bers also cited the gym’s 
potential use as an election 
site, avoiding the need to 
bring voters into schools. 
The motion to put “option 
three” on the warrant 
passed and the Finance 
Committee separately voted 
to support it. 

Granby to ask voters 
to fund $1.1 million 
West Street plan

Sci-Fi and 
Fantasy Book Club

Thursday, Nov. 5 at 5 p.m.
Join our discussions on 

the first Thursday of every 
month! The Three-Body 
Problem by Cixin Liu for 
November.

Adult Book Group
Thursday, Nov. 12 at 6 p.m. 

The book group will be 
discussing The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Daughter by Hazel 
Gaynor.

Sketching: Collage the City
Saturday, Nov. 14

at 11 a.m. 
A hands-on urban sketch-

ing workshop with a twist! 
Begin by playing with 
watercolors, creating water-
color washes in sunset hues, 
moody grays, and vibrant 

city pops. Once your paint-
ed papers have dried, you’ll 
tear and cut them into roof-
tops, windows, trees, and 
street silhouettes, then col-
lage them together to build 
your own unique scene-no 
drawing skills required. 
Space is limited - Sign-up!

Afternoon Book Chat
Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 2 

p.m.
Join us in the afternoons 

for friendly, informal chat 
about fiction of all types of 
genres. The group is read-
ing Broken Countryby Clare 
Leslie Hall for November. 
Copies of the book are 
available at the library.  

Tabletop Games Club
Thursday, Nov. 12 at 5 

p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 21 

at 10:30 a.m.
Players of all ages 8 and 

up are invited to gather and 
enjoy a variety of board, 
card, dice, tile, and other 
in-person tabletop games 
with us!

Knitting Group  
Every Wednesday

 afternoon at 2 p.m. 
Bring your latest project 

and join us for conversation, 
tips and tricks.

Friends of the Granby 
Library Meeting 

Thursday, Nov. 19 
at 4:30 p.m.

The Library will be closed 
on Nov. 11, 26 and 27. Visit 
our website for more infor-
mation and to sign up for 
our programs www.granby-
library.org

 November Happenings at the Granby library Veterans’ dinner 
to be held Nov. 14

GRANBY—The Imma-
culate Heart of Mary Parish 
in Granby will be celebrating 
Veterans on Saturday, Nov. 
14, from 5 to 9 p.m. with our 
annual Salute to Veterans 
Pork Roast Dinner. 

Take out and dine-in avail-
able. Cost per ticket is $15 
and includes Pork Roast, 
Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable, 
Salad & Dessert.

 Whether you are a Veteran, 
know a veteran, or just want 
to celebrate our heroes, all 
are welcome. 

Tickets are available at 
the parish office or after all 
weekend masses. Immaculate 
Heart of Mary is located 
at 256 State St. in Granby, 
Mass. For more information 
call 413-467-9821.
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Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.
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3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of Oct. 
16, through Oct. 22. The 
information was provided 
by a member of the police 
department based on the 
review of the detailed log 
summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Saturday, Oct. 17

10:34 a.m. – An individu-
al was arrested on domestic 
violence-related charges.

12:33 p.m. – A resident 
was arrested on domestic 
violence-related charges.

11:35 p.m. –  An arrest 
was made related to a domes-
tic violence incident.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, Oct. 16

1:43 a.m. – An officer con-
tinued to work on an ongoing 
investigation.

7:56 a.m. – Officers were 
dispatched to a noise com-
plaint involving a parent 
yelling at their children at a 
North Main Street residence.

9:29 a.m. – A resident 
spoke with an officer about 
an alert that appeared on 
her computer screen indi-
cating her account had been 
hacked. She called the num-

ber provided, and the per-
son identified themselves as 
a Microsoft employee. The 
person told her that various 
purchases had been made. 
The resident terminated the 
call as she believed it was a 
scam. She then took her

computer in to be looked at 
by a technician and contacted 
her bank. No loss occurred, 
and the incident was docu-
mented.

1:21 p.m. – Police and fire 
units were responding to a 
medical emergency call. A 
Massachusetts State Trooper 
was also responding with his 
emergency lights and siren 
activated. A vehicle cut in 
front of the Massachusetts 
State Police unit, resulting 
in a collision. Both opera-
tors were transported to the 
hospital, and Massachusetts 
State Police investigated the 
crash.

1:45 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with an individu-
al who hired a contractor to 
complete a project, but the 
contractor has not done the 
work. The incident was doc-
umented, and the person 
will proceed with civil court 
action.

2:02 p.m. – A resident 
received a letter from a cred-
it card company that indi-
cated that an account had 
been opened under their 
name. The person does not 
have an account with that 
company. She was advised 
to check with her bank and 
credit card company to make 
sure there was no fraudulent 
activity associated with those 
accounts.

3:31 p.m. – Officers and 
fire personnel responded to 
a two-vehicle crash on Ware 
Road near Meadow Pond 
Road. No injuries or hazards 
were present. A report was 
taken.

Saturday, Oct. 17
3:20 a.m. – Police and fire 

units responded to Boardman 
Street for a vehicle that left 
the road and struck a utili-
ty pole. National Grid was 
contacted to replace the 
damaged pole and the vehi-
cle was towed. The operator 
was transported to Baystate 
Medical Center.

7 :03 a .m.  –  Officers 
responded to Turkey Hill 
Road for a two-vehicle 
crash. The operator of one 
vehicle was turning left into 
a driveway when another 
vehicle passed on the left 
and crossed the double yel-
low lines. No injuries were 
reported.

4:23 p.m. – Officers were 
dispatched to the former 
state school campus, where 
the fire department was on 
scene because of a fire alarm 
activation and a door that 
was slightly ajar. Officers 
searched the building and 
found no one. Firefighters 
discovered that someone dis-
charged fire extinguishers 
inside the building.

Sunday, Oct. 18
4:21 a.m. – Police and Fire 

personnel were dispatched to 
Chauncey Walker Street for 
a single vehicle crash. The 
vehicle was traveling south 
and observed a coyote in the 

road while coming around 
the corner. The operator 
attempted to swerve but skid-
ded and struck a fence. The 
operator was initially trapped 
in the vehicle, but the fire 
department, using extrication 
tools, was able to free her. 
The operator declined trans-
port to the hospital, and the 
vehicle was towed.

3:23 p .m.  –  Officers 
responded to a Stebbins 
Street residence for a distur-
bance.	

4:07 p.m. – An offi-
cer responded to George 
Hannum Road for a two-ve-
hicle crash. One vehicle 
slowed and was struck from 
behind by the other vehicle. 
No injuries were reported, 
and the vehicles could be 
driven from the scene.

Monday, Oct. 19
12:04 a.m. – Officers 

responded to a residence for 
an argument between two 
residents. Peace was restored.

4:33 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a resident who 
lost their credit card. The 
person believed the card 
was stolen and later used, as 
fraudulent charges posted to 
their account. The individ-
ual already reported what 
transpired to their credit card 
company but requested that 
the incident be documented.

5:27 p.m. – A resident 
came into the station to speak 
with an officer concerning 
spam messages and a mes-
sage indicating that a pur-
chase was made on her credit 
card. A report was complet-
ed.

Tuesday, Oct. 20
12:09 a.m. – Officers 

responded to a report of an 
individual who was expe-
riencing a mental health 
issue. Belchertown Fire 
Department  paramedics 
transported the party to the 
hospital.

12:59 a.m. – Officers and 
fire apparatus were dis-
patched to a River Street res-
idence for a report of a vehi-
cle fire. The occupants exit-
ed the vehicle. The fire was 
extinguished. Officers towed 
the vehicle and transported 
the occupants back to their 
residence.

10:03 a.m. – An officer 
was dispatched to a resi-
dence to perform a well-be-
ing check on the occupant. 
Officers located the occu-
pant, who needed medical 
attention. The ambulance 
was requested and the person 
was subsequently transported 
to the hospital.

12:17 p.m. – A resident 
reported that sometime over-
night someone went through 
their unlocked vehicle. A 
handicap placard was sto-
len from the vehicle, and it 
was already reported to the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles.

3:24 p.m. – A report was 
received about a motorcyclist 
who was down in the road 
on River Street. The opera-
tor was traveling eastbound 
when they hit a pile of pine 
needles and lost control. The 
operator was transported to 
the hospital and the scooter 
was towed.

4:53 p.m. – A resident 
came to the station to speak 
with an officer about an 
Amazon package that was 
delivered and subsequently 
stolen from the residence’s 
doorstep.

Wednesday, Oct. 21
10:43 a.m. – Officers 

assisted with the service of 
a trespass order to a per-
son who was present at the 
location and was refusing 
to leave. Officers served the 
notice, and the person left the 
premises.

11:14 a.m. – Officers were 
dispatched to a North Main 
Street residence for a distur-
bance between a parent and 
a child. The involved individ-
uals were calm when officers 
arrived and indicated it was a 
verbal-only disagreement. 

11:53 a.m. – An officer 
spoke with a resident in the 
lobby of the station who 
wanted to report a violation 
of a restraining order. After 
further investigation, officers 
determined that no violation 
occurred.

4:21 p.m. – Officers spoke 
with a youth and their par-
ents about suspicious activity 
the youth observed. A fol-
low-up was completed, and 
the school resource officer 
was notified.

7:30 p.m. – Police and fire 
paramedics were dispatched 
to a residence for a juvenile 
experiencing a mental health 
crisis.

first lead of the afternoon 
with 3:37 left when freshman 
quarterback Colton Lefebvre 
connected wi th  Hunter 
Trueman for a 39-yard touch-
down pass. Bryant’s kick put 
the Panthers ahead 21-17.

Af t e r  Wes t f i e ld  l o s t 
another fumble, Plymouth 
State needed just six plays 
to cover 58 yards. Jayden 
Graham broke loose for a 
22-yard touchdown run with 
1:28 remaining, completing 
the fourth-quarter surge and 
setting the final margin at 
28-17.

Westfield’s offense was led 
by Sumner, who completed 
10 of 17 passes for 164 yards 
and rushed for a touchdown. 

Ingham rushed for 50 yards 
on four carries, including his 
31-yard scoring run, while 
Kevin Moreira also gained 
50 yards on four carries. 
Malachi Hymes led the Owls 
with four receptions for 98 
yards, including a long catch 
of 53 yards.

Plymouth State’s rushing 
attack was paced by Graham, 
who gained 52 yards on 13 
carries and scored a touch-
down. Lefebvre completed 
six of 16 passes for 126 yards 
and a touchdown, while 
Trueman’s 39-yard scoring 
reception was the Panthers’ 
longest touchdown play. 
Phillips and Dumont added 
rushing touchdowns.

Defensively, Westfield 
recorded two sacks and 

forced two fumbles, but the 
Owls’ three lost fumbles 
and an interception proved 
costly. Plymouth State regis-
tered three sacks, two fum-
ble recoveries and Phom’s 
interception. The Panthers 
converted seven of 16 third-
down attempts and three of 
five fourth-down attempts, 
helping sustain drives during 
their comeback.

Mark Wright Woodhouse 
led the Owls defense with 
eight tackles and forced 
a fumble. Josh Marino and 
Aydan Verba each made six 
stops.

We s t f i e l d  w i l l  t r av -
el to Mass Maritime next 
Saturday, with a 12 noon 
kickoff at Clean Harbors 
Stadium.

WSU from page 10

es are cavity nesters and 
sometimes use nest boxes. 
The female builds  the nest 
and lines the nest cavity with 
fur, bark and lumps of dirt. 

She builds a cup nest of 
fine grass, shredded bark, 
feathers and other soft mate-
rial. They reuse their nest 
holes in subsequent years. 
The female lays five to nine 
eggs and raise one brood per 
year.

Eastern phoebe
An Oakham couple saw an 

eastern phoebe on Tuesday, 
Oct. 13. They were surprised 
the bird was still around and 
had not headed south by now. 

The phoebes, which nest 
every year near me, left last 
month. 

eBird sightings
eBird sighting on Sunday, 

Oct. 18 included a Carolina 
wren and a common raven in 
Hardwick and a yellow-billed 
cuckoo at Longmeadow flats. 
Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield 
had a spotted sandpiper. 

Common raven
Monday, Oct. 19 I heard 

and then saw a common 
raven. It frequents the woods 
behind the house. Sometimes 
I spot it flying, but mostly I 
hear its low, gurgling croak.

Dark-eyed juncos
I spotted my first juncos 

on Oct. 10. I saw a small 
flock take flight as I drove 
on a country road in Barre.  I 
noticed their white tail feath-
ers. 

They are one of my favor-
ite winter birds. I enjoy 
watching them pick up seeds 
dropped by other birds at the 
feeder. They also come for 
suet. 

A few days later, I saw two 
or three in the yard. They 
flew up when I drove into the 
driveway.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

BACKYARD from page 6

❚ BUSINESS�

SPRINGFIELD—Cancer 
Connection is delighted 
to announce that Monson 
Savings Bank has commited

$ 1 , 0 0 0  t o  o u r  n ew 
Springfie ld  locat ion a t 
1510 and 1502 Allen St. 
in Bicentennial Plaza in 
Springfield.

This grant will support 
Cancer Connection’s recent 
Springfield expansion, serv-
ing the greater Springfield 
community with Bilingual 
services and programming, 
integrative therapies, and 
a branch of our signature 
Thrift Shop (which donates 
al l  proceeds to Cancer 
Connection programs).

Miche l le  Cayo ,  Vice 

President and Credit Risk 
Officer at Monson, is a 
longtime member of the 
Cancer Connection Board 
of Directors, and she shared 
her personal commitment to 
Cancer Connection’s mission 
with her team at Monson.

“We are so grateful for 
Monson’s support of this 
expansion, reflecting the 
bank’s focus on commu-
nity and investment  in 
Springfield,” said Chelsea 
Kline, Cancer Connection 
Executive Director. “This 
grant will help set us up for 
success in our new location, 
where we are so excited to 
introduce Bilingual services 
and serve the Springfield 

community.”
Cancer Connection’s new 

location allows convenient 
access to our (free) services 
for more people

in this area who often 
face barriers to care. Ashley 
Colon offers  Bi l ingual 
(Spanish and Engl ish) , 
in person Befriending by 
appointment or walk-in, as 
well as by phone (please 
check our website for

specific days and hours). 
This month the Springfield 

center, part of the Integrative 
Health Group at 1502 Allen 
St., has launched integrative 
therapy appointments (mas-
sage, reiki, acupuncture), 
all free of charge. Bilingual 

support groups and addition-
al programming are coming 
soon.

C a n c e r  C o n n e c t i o n 
will continue to offer our 
full range of free services 
and programs at our loca-
tion at 41 Locust St. in 
Northampton and at our 
original Thrift  Shop in 
Northampton. We also offer 
many of our programs in 
hybrid format, so they may 
be accessed from anywhere.

For the most up-to-date 
information on all of Cancer 
Connection’s services, pro-
grams and hours,

please visit www.can-
cer-connection.org

MSB supports Cancer Connection’s new location
B E L C H E RT O W N —

The Belchertown Fire 
Depar tment’s  Pancake 
Breakfast is back for the 
first time since 2019. 
This year’s break-
fast moves to a 
new location and 
will be held on 
Saturday, Nov. 7, 
from 8 to 11 a.m. 
at Pathfinder Tech at 
Cold Spring located at 57 
South Main Street.

Residents of all ages are 
invited to come out for a 
hot breakfast and a chance 
to meet the firefighters who 
serve the community. Raffle 
prizes will also be available.

Suggested donations are 
$10 for adults and $5 for 
kids under 12. Children 
ages three and under eat 

free.
“We’re grateful 

to Pathfinder Tech 
for opening their 
doors and working 
together with us 

to support the Fire 
Department,” said Fire 

Chief John Ingram. “Every 
donation collected at the 
breakfast will help fund our 
fire prevention activities in 
the community, along with 
the equipment our firefight-
ers rely on to keep residents 
safe.”

Fire Department pancake 
breakfast returns Nov. 7

New
Location
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Low cost 
tutoring & 
scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at the 
Palmer Public Library, 
here to help you meet 
your educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: director@topfloorlearning.orgemail: director@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSET 

English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

• Basic Computer Use
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & 

Educational Goals

New Online Programs for 
GED/HiSET, College Prep, 

Career Path, Workplace Readiness 
and more starting soon!

Study ANYTIME on YOUR schedule. 
Call to register and get in line!

Tech tutors needed for teaching seniors 
how to use smartphones. Ask for Lori or Pam

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Thursday, December 4, 2026

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Kelsie SmithKelsie Smith
January 11, 2026

Parents:  John & Carolyn Smith, Palmer
Grandparents:  Theodore & Susan Smith, Ware

Joseph & Audrey Jones, South Hadley

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas...
 

  
Mail to: 

Turley Publications 
24 Water Street 

Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2026. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-25, 2026.

FOR 
FREE!

Library back in 2008. This 
campaign was done in an 
effort to raise funds to build 
an addition to the library, 
which was originally built 
back in 1887. 

During her time with the 
group, Crutchfield worked on 
the book sales for the Clapp 
Memorial Library that took 
place twice a year and always 
had a growing turnout. 

Crutchfield said the book 
sales had customers from all 
over New England and New 
Jersey. 

The Friends of Clapp 
Memorial Library present-
ed a medal and plaque to 
Crutchfield for her decades-
long service and dedication. 

Crutchfield appreciated 
the recognition and said, “it’s 
nice to be recognized by your 
peers.” She also said it was 
nice to get to know her peers 
and remember all their volun-
teer work. 

“Keep up the good work,” 
she said. 

According to Crutchfield, 
there are about 150 members 
of the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library. She took 
a moment to thank Pat Fuller, 
Helen Towne and Sharon 
Marean for starting it all with 
the Friends. 

While serving on the 
Capital Campaign, which 
was known as Clapp for 
Community Campaign, the 
effort inspired a book called 
“The Incredible Tail  of 
Nathaniel J. Mouse”. 

The book was written by 
Jennifer Whitehead, Ralph 
Carson, Sylvia Conkey and 
JoAnne Newman. Carson 
was the illustrator of the 
book, which tells the story of 

a mouse whose tail was too 
big to go into the library. 

The main library floor had 
copies of the book as well as 
a stuffed animal mouse, sup-
posedly Nathaniel, placed by 
the front entrance of the main 
library floor. 

Cru tchfie ld  was  a l so 
involved with the scarecrow 
make and take program and 
also talked about the junior 
volunteer program. 

The Friends of Clapp 
Memorial Library started 
a junior volunteer program 
to allow students in grades 
seven or higher to work at the 
library over the summer. 

This program is still going 
strong, and the library gets 
about 50-70 students who 
apply. 

Crutchfield said she is 
going to miss her fellow 
Friends of the library as well 
as the staff, volunteers and 
the camaraderie. 

“It’s all a group effort,” 
Crutchfield said. “50 years 
and counting.”

I t  was announced by 
a fellow Friend of Clapp 
Memor ia l  L ibra ry  tha t 
some quilting books are 
going into circulation and 
include book plates in honor 
of Crutchfield, who enjoys 
quilting and has done it for 
nearly 50 years. 

Library Director Cyndi 
H a r beson  t hanked  t he 
Friends of Clapp Memorial 
Library during announce-
ments. In the last 20 years, 
the Friends have raised over 
$250,000 to support the 
library. 

Harbeson also announced 
the answers to the 12 trivia 
questions related to the his-
tory of the library. Members 
of the Friends enjoyed cake, 
treats and reflected on all 
that has been accomplished 
during the 50th Anniversary 
Party. 

The  Clapp  Memor ia l 
Library is located at 19 South 
Main St. Learn more at clap-
plibrary.org. 

needs to get a full scope on 
the project. 

Leduc will get a number 
for construction and then 
bid the project out if capital 
is awarded. 

For the roof replacement 
project for the Recreation 
and Freedom Center, quotes 
were received last fall. 

Leduc brought up the 
Old Town Hall architectur-
al designs. When asked by 
the committee what kind of 
designs, Leduc said there 
are some Americans with 
Disabilities Act and code 
requirements for the Old 
Town Hall. 

The woodchipper  is 
another project that keeps 
getting repaired and is 
something that is needed on 

a daily basis. 
When discussing priori-

tization, Leduc kept build-
ings and machines separate. 
The Capital Improvement 
Planning Committee want-
ed each project listed to 
know what is high on the 
list. 

The committee is plan-
ning on meeting Leduc 
again to go over and prior-
itize every project. 

DPW REQUESTS
from page 1

CML from page 1

The Clapp Memorial Library was first built in 1887 and was 
the home of the 50th Anniversary Party of the Friends of the 
Library, which took place this past weekend. 

Library Director Cyndi Harbeson announced the answers to 
the trivia questions guests tried to answer during the Friends 
of Clapp Memorial Library 50th Anniversary Party. 

BELCHERTOWN—The 
Town of Belchertown has 
been awarded $472,600 
in two state grants from 
the Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
A f f a i r s .  A  $ 4 2 5 , 0 0 0 
L o c a l  A c q u i s i t i o n s 
fo r  Na tura l  Divers i ty 
(LAND) grant will help 
the  Town pe rmanen t -
ly protect 48 acres of for-
est as the new Metacomet 
H i l l s  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
A r e a .  A  $ 4 7 , 6 0 0 
Park land  Acquis i t ions 
a n d  R e n ova t i o n s  f o r 
C o m m u n i t i e s  ( PA R C ) 
grant will add a multipur-
pose surface at Chestnut 
Hi l l  Recrea t ion  Area . 
T h e  H e a l e y - D r i s c o l l 
Administration announced 
the awards October 7 as part 
of more than $13 million 
in parks and conservation 
grants across Massachusetts.

“Protecting open space 
and giving families more 
places to play are two things 
that make Belchertown 
such a special place to live, 
and these grants help us do 
both,” said Town Manager 
Steve Williams. “I want to 
thank Grants Coordinator 
Dawn Cote and Recreation 
Director Kyle Thibeault for 
their work on these applica-
tions, our partners at Kestrel 
Land Trust, and the Healey-
Driscoll Administration for 
investing in our community. 
These are places our resi-
dents will enjoy for gener-
ations.”

Metacomet Hills 
Conservation Area

The LAND grant will 
help the Town buy the 
Boyce property and protect 
it as the Metacomet Hills 

Conservation Area. The 48 
acres of forest sit between 
the Holyoke Range and 
Pelham Hills and connect 
to the Quabbin Watershed 
Reservation, a high priority 
for land conservation. The 
property includes part of the 
New England Scenic Trail 
and borders other protected 
land, including town con-
servation land and Kestrel 
Land Trust’s Topping Farm.

The Town is buying the 
land to protect wildlife hab-
itat, preserve open space, 
offer passive recreation 
such as hiking, and help 
address climate change. 
The forest is an import-
ant link for wildlife mov-
ing along the ridgetops and 
through the wider forest. 
The state’s Natural Heritage 
and Endangered Species 
Program maps almost the 
entire property as Priority 
Habitat for Rare Species. 
State mapping also shows 
one potential vernal pool, 
and field visits suggest there 
may be a second. Vernal 
pools are seasonal wetlands 
that frogs, salamanders, and 
other wildlife depend on for 
breeding.

The Town will own the 
property, and Kestrel Land 
Trust will hold a conserva-
tion restriction on it, so the 
land will stay undeveloped. 
The project will also add 
public parking and a trail-
head so residents and visi-
tors can explore the forest.

The total project cost is 
$637,500. LAND grants 
reimburse communities for 
68% of project costs, up 
to $425,000, which is the 
most the program awards 
to any single applicant. 
Belchertown received that 

maximum award. The rest 
of the cost will be covered 
by Community Preservation 
Act (CPA) funds and Mass 
Audubon’s 30x30 Catalyst 
Fund. The project is sched-
uled to be completed by 
June 2027.

Chestnut Hill 
Recreation Area

The PARC grant will turn 
the open, lit area next to the 
existing basketball courts 
into a new 120-by-120-
foot multipurpose asphalt 
surface. Benches and new 
trees will complete the 
space. The flexible surface 
will give the Recreation 
Department room for a vari-
ety of programs and activ-
ities.

The total project cost is 
$70,000. The grant will 
reimburse the Town for 68% 
of that cost, or $47,600. 
The rest is expected to 
come from the Recreation 
Department’s budget and 
CPA funds. Construction 
is expected to begin in July 
2027 and finish by spring 
2028.

“This new surface gives 
us flexible space to grow 
our programs and gives 
families one more reason 
to spend time at Chestnut 
Hil l ,”  said  Recreat ion 
Director Kyle Thibeault. 
“We’re grateful to the state 
for supporting this project.”

Protected for Public Use
Because both projects 

use state funds, both sites 
are protected under Article 
97 of the Massachusetts 
Constitution. That means 
they must remain open to 

Belchertown awarded 
$472,600 in state grants

Please see GRANT, page 15
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ESTATE SALE
LARGE COLLECTION FROM THE 
1950’S to the 1980’s. Everything must be 
sold. Call to see 413-531-6835.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE THANK YOU for answering my 
prayer. PF

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. OIL TANK REMOVAL. 
Cheaper than dumpster fees and we do 
all the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years ex-
perience, replacement windows, painting, 
patching, laminate flooring, carpet installa-
tion/repair, and storage solutions. Call/text 
413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S LAND CLEARING INC.

Clearing and forestry mulching 
for lot clearing, perimeter clearing, 

1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &

 Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior 
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200. 
Quality work. References available. Dave 
413-323-6858.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates/ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

ISA Certified Arborist & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

MAINE COON KITTENS, 8 weeks-old, 
2 females/1 male. Lovable, playful. First 
shots, ready now. $450. Ask for Claire, 
978-820-1225.

WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER 
PUPPIES. AKC Reg. Males and females,  
Great family pets, good with children. First 
vaccination, ready 11/20. Taking deposits, 
413-596-8190

BIDS FOR SNOW REMOVAL
For church and parsonage.

Cleaning around entry ways,  sidewalk and 
handicap ramp required.

Submit interests to 
firstchurchblandford@gmail.com

This is for the First Congregational Church 
of Blandford, 91 Main St., Blandford

SKILLED RELIABLE WORKER for 
Home Improvement. $18 to $35 per 
hour depending on skills. Full or part-time, 
must be local and have reliable transporta-
tion to Belchertown. 

Call/text 
Todd “Hoot the Handyman LLC” 

413-636-9181.

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, 
possess good customer service  skills, 
some cash & items handling skills. 

Apply Email: 
wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HOUSE FOR RENT DOWNTOWN 
MONSON. 3bedroom/1bath. No pets. No 
smoking. $1850.00 per month. Call 413-
478-4120 or 413-237-0417

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. Bernice Stone 774-
262-6667.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your job openings 
in our classifieds section.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 1-413-283-8393

Buying? 
Selling?

Our Classifieds
Get Results!

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. El Dorado High School
  5. A sculpture 

representing a human 
or animal

 11. A type of return
 14. Tie the knot again
 15. Washington city
 18. Hairlike structures
 19. Mark used over a 

vowel
 21. Explosive
 23. Popular 500 car race
 24. Pile up
 28. Currency
 29. Commercial
 30. A minute amount 

(Scottish)
 32. Mass of fish eggs
 33. Baseball stat
 35. Licensed accountant
 36. Japanese classical 

theater
 39. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 41. Blood group
 42. Assist in wrongdoing
 44. Language of Cameroon
 46. Grayish-white
 47. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
 49. Microorganism
 52. Strong social customs
 56. Calm and dependable
 58. Congressman
 60. Force
 62. As a result of this 

document
 63. A main branch of 

Islam

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make a mistake
  2. American DJ Rick

  3. Fictional Asimov planet
  4. Coughed out
  5. Singing to one’s lover
  6. Scotland‘s longest river
  7. One of the six noble 

gases
  8. Body art
  9. Two-toed sloth
 10. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
 12. A foolish person
 13. Of the wind
 16. Mansion
 17. Sound
 20. English river
 22. Business symbol
 25. Exclamation of 

surprise
 26. Pouch
 27. Individually
 29. Satisfaction
 31. The bill in a restaurant

 34. Japanese delicacy
 36. Port in southern Japan
 37. Double-reed 

instruments
 38. Center
 40. “The Mount Rushmore 

State”
 43. Soldier
 45. Indicates position
 48. Beauty treatment: 

__-pedi
 50. Nonsense (slang)
 51. Republic of Ireland
 53. Ballplayers’ tools
 54. American state
 55. Clusters of a fern frond
 57. Patriotic women’s 

group
 58. A person’s brother or 

sister
 59. Breed of sheep
 61. Of I

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler” 
in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Holiday Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will 

be published November 19, 2026. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is
 October 29.

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to the authority of 
the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 10, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the 
Town Hall Auditorium, located 
at 2 Jabish Street in Belcher-
town, MA 01007 to review a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability permit application 
submitted by Catherine Burt for 
the proposed tree removals at 
23 Metacomet Street (Asses-
sor’s Map 103-40) in Belcher-
town. Work is proposed to occur 
within the 100-foot Buffer Zone 
to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands 
and Lake Metacomet. Anyone 
interested in this matter should 
appear at the time and place des-
ignated.
10/29/2026

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to the authority of 
the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, November 
10, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Town 
Hall Auditorium, located at 2 
Jabish Street in Belchertown, 
MA 01007 to review an Abbre-
viated Notice of Resource Area 
Delineation permit application 
submitted by Linda Chelfant for 
the confirmation of wetland re-
source area boundaries at the 
property located at 454 Gulf 
Road (Assessor’s Map 202-
4) in Belchertown. No work 
is proposed in this application. 
Anyone interested in this matter 
should appear at the time and 

place designated.
10/29/2026

Town of Belchertown
Department of Public Works

290 Jackson Street 
PO Box 306

Belchertown, MA 01007
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

HVAC  UPGRADES
 BELCHERTOWN FIRE 

STATION
The Town of Belchertown, 

the Awarding Authority, invites 
sealed bids for the HVAC  Up-
grades  at Belchertown Fire 
Station 10 North Main Street  
Belchertown, MA  01007.

The work includes the re-
placement of main air handling 
unit serving majority of building, 
limited ductwork modification, 
and adding new energy recovery 
unit. Estimated construction cost 
is two hundred fifty thousand 
dollars ($ 250,000). 

DCAMM certification and up-
date are required in the category 
of HVAC, prime.

Bidder selection, procedures 
and contract awards shall be in 
conformity with M.G.L. Chapter 
149 Section 44A-H. State man-
dated prevailing wage rates must 
be paid according to M.G.L. 
Chapter 149 sections 26-27H.

Digital copies of the drawings 
and specifications may be ob-
tained by emailing requests to 
the office of Roy S. Brown Ar-
chitects at 85rsba@gmail.com 
after Wednesday, October 28, 
2026 at 2 pm.

Sealed General Bids will be 
accepted from eligible bidders 
at the office of the Town Man-
ager, Finnerty House, One South 
Main Street, Belchertown, Mas-
sachusetts 01007 until 2:00 pm, 
Friday, November 13, 2026 at 
which time they shall be pub-
licly opened. A bid security in 
the form of a bid bond, cash or 
certified check in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the bid price 
must accompany the bid. 

A contractor briefing is sched-

uled Friday November 4, 2026 at 
10 am, at the Belchertown Fire 
Station,10 North Main Street, 
Belchertown, MA 01007 

The Awarding Authority re-
serves the right to reject any or 
all bids, should it be deemed in 
the public interest to do so.

Steven J. Williams, 
Town Manager

10/29/2026

Public Hearing
Legal Notice

Belchertown Zoning
Board of Appeals

n accordance with the provi-
sions of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 40A, Section 11 
the Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing on No-
vember 18, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
This hearing will be held in the 
Planning Board’s meeting room 
of Lawrence Memorial Hall, 2 
Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA 
on the application from Kelly 
Loud dba Rooty Tooty Day-
care, Inc. appealing the Zoning 
Enforcement Officer’s decision 
§145-68 A (1), stating appli-
cant is in violation of the Town 
of Belchertown by-law § 145-
24 A (5) Breeding, raising or 
keeping of animals on less than 
40,000 square feet minimum, 
applicants lot is approximately 
33,106 square feet. The appli-
cant is also seeking a Variance of 
the Town of Belchertown by-law 
§ 145-24 A (1). The property is 
located at 31 South Main Street, 
Lane Map 244 Parcel 122 Zon-
ing District VR. A copy of the 
application may be inspected at 
the Town Clerk’s office (Room 
201) 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Mon-
day through Friday, Lawrence 
Memorial Hall, 2 Jabish Street, 
Belchertown, MA.

Any Person interested and 
wishing to be heard should ap-
pear at the time and place desig-
nated.

Jennifer Sharrow, Chair Person
Zoning Board of Appeals

10/29, 11/05/2026

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212

www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

the public for outdoor rec-
reation permanently.

More information is 
available at www.belcher-
town.org/m/NewsFlash/
home/detail/205.

About Belchertown
Belchertown is a wel-

coming community of 
about 15,000 residents that 
blends small-town char-

acter with room to grow. 
Located at the crossroads 
of Hampshire, Hampden, 
Franklin, and Worcester 
counties, Belchertown is 
part of both the Pioneer 
Valley and the Quabbin 
Region. Residents enjoy 
working farms, forests, 
and trails alongside access 
to the area’s colleges and 
cultural life, just 90 min-
utes from Boston and 
an hour from Hartford, 
Connecticut.

GRANT from page 13

15th Annual 
BUCC Quilt 
Show & Sale

B E L C H E R T O W N —
Quilts will be decorating the 
Belchertown United Church 
of Christ (Congregational) 
located at 18 Park St. in 
Belchertown. Featured this 
year will be Red & Cheddar 
quilts. Many antique and 
new quilts to view and  to 
buy.

The Sewing Tag Sale, fea-
turing fabric, yarn, any kind 
of needlework & tools, runs 
through the days of the show 
and on into the following 
week.

$5 entry fee for Show 
hours Oct. 30, 31 from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Nov. 1 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sewing Tag Sale Nov. 
from 2 - 7 p.m. hours are 
noon – 6 p.m. with no entry 
fee.

A handicapped lift is avail-
able in the parking lot side 
door of the church. 

Questions? Email Jane at 
ahc60@hotmail.com.

BELCHERTOWN—
The St. Francis Church 
Respect Life Committee 
is sponsoring their sec-
ond annual collection 
of items to support our 
Belchertown Veterans on 
Saturday Nov. 14 in front 
of the St. Francis Parish 
Center at 10 Park Street, 
between the hours of 9 
a.m. and noon. 

All items collected 
will be available to our 
Belchertown Veterans 
at our local Veterans 
Agency Office located at 
the Belchertown Senior 
Center.

The following items, 
as well as monetary 
donat ions  would be 
greatly appreciated:

Food - tuna, peanut 

butter, spices, vegetable 
oil, sauces, canned soup, 
canned fruit (anything 
non-perishable for food 
shelves)

Hygiene Items - sham-
poo, razors,  shaving 
c ream,  ind iv idua l ly 
wrapped toilet paper, 
Kleenex, feminine prod-
ucts, deodorant, bath 
soap, hand soap, tooth-
paste

Cleaning Items - dish 
detergent, laundry deter-
gent (smaller sizes)

Clo th ing  -  socks , 
gloves,  hats,  sl ipper 
socks

Pet Food - small cans 
of cat and dog food

Thank you for your 
generous support of our 
veterans.

Belchertown veterans 
collections Nov. 14

BELCHERTOWN—
The Belchertown United 
Church of Christ (BUCC) 
will be holding their 
annual Holiday Craft 
Fair in the Church Parish 
House located at 18 Park 
Street on Saturday, Nov. 7 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Numerous Craf ters 
from throughout the area 
will be selling various 
handmade items includ-

ing painted slates, knit-
ted, crochet and quilted 
items, handmade soaps, 
photography, paintings, 
cat toys, jams, jellies, 
jewelry, personalized 
ornaments and more.

Lunch will be served. 
Spaces still available.  

For more information 
or an application please 
email Lucy at luse26@
charter.net

Annual holiday craft fair 
to be held Nov. 7

St. Nicholas 
Craft Fair to 
take place 
Nov. 14

LUDLOW—Christ  the 
King Rosary Sodality’s St. 
Nicholas Craft Fair will be 
held Saturday, Nov. 14 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Christ the 
King Parish Center locat-
ed at 41 Warsaw Avenue in 
Ludlow. 

They will be hosting tal-
ented vendors along with a 
50-50 Raffle and various gift 
raffles. 

A light luncheon, drinks 
and desserts available for 
sale. All are welcome to join 
the festivities.
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

The Beauty of  
a Wood Deck 
Without the Upkeep.

From cozy outdoor living rooms to 
breathtaking multi-level escapes, every 
deck that our craftsmen build is designed, 
engineered, and constructed with quality, 
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in 
mind. We turn your backyard vision into a 
stunning, long-lasting reality.



