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BELCHERTOWN – Earlier 
this month, the Belchertown 
Public Schools launched a new 
initiative designed to give school 
staff a “heads up” when students 
in their district have witnessed 
a traumatic event that may have 
involved emergency responders. 

The program, called “Handle 
With Care,” is a communication 
agreement between the local 
police department and schools. 
It provides a way for officers to 
inform school staff that a stu-
dent was present at the scene of 
a potentially traumatizing event, 
such as a car crash, unattended 
death or suicide, domestic vio-
lence incident, or drug overdose. 

“This simple communication 

allows schools to be prepared 
and better able to respond to a 
child whose behavior may be 
impacted by what they expe-
rienced outside of school while 
also respecting children’s priva-
cy,” said Children’s Advocacy 
Center (CAC) Hampshire County 
Director Kara McElhone. 

The CAC has taken the lead 
in inviting a few schools in 
Hampshire County to participate 
in the pilot program.

“It’s exciting that Belchertown 
schools and police came together 
so enthusiastically to implement 
this program this school year,” 
McElhone said. 

She and April Igneri, the 
CAC’s prevention and outreach 
coordinator, offered a training 

Schools, police partner in ‘Handle With Care’ initiative

BELCHERTOWN - This past Thursday, 
the Quabbin Art Association hosted 
Holyoke artist Orlando Santos, aka “iZM 
PriZM,” before the largest crowd they have 
assembled in recent years.

“Santos dazzled members and the gen-
eral public with a display of more than two 
dozen pieces of abstract art,” the Quabbin 
Art Association released. “With an incredi-
ble sense of humor, Santos shared the story 
of his life, the family who inspired and 
supported a career that began only four 
years ago.”

Since then, his visual art has spread 
quickly throughout the Pioneer Valley. 
He maintains a studio in Holyoke and 
“encourages visits from his fellow artists 
and the public,” the QAA added.

“You can find him at Facebook or on 
Instagram at ‘iZM PriZM,’” a press state-
ment reads.

Funding for the presentation was provid-
ed in part by a grant from the Belchertown 
Cultural Council, a local agency supported 
by the Mass Cultural Council.

Artist Orlando Santos Artist Orlando Santos 
draws a crowddraws a crowd

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

B E L C H E RTOW N  –  A n 
allocation of about $36,000 in 
American Rescue Plan Act funds 
was approved by the Selectboard 
for a new website platform called 
CivicPlus.

There is an annual reoccur-
ring cost of $11,747. The town 
is currently paying $6,500 for 
its current website. The reoccur-
ring cost won’t kick in until next 
financial year. The project of cre-
ating a new website for the town 
would take four to eight months. 

A representative presented 
to the Selectboard on Monday 
evening; CivicPlus Solutions 
Engineer Brian Wheeler spoke 
to the board about the company’s 
features for websites. 

“Our design goal is to build 
your new website will be to get 
people where they need to go in 

one or two clicks,” he said. “We 
know if it takes more than that, 
they’re going to get frustrated.”

There is an ability to create an 
account on the website, which 
allows users to be able to sign 
up to email and/or text message 
communications.

There is also a predictive 
search feature, which have sug-
gestions for users. There is an 
ability to have a news carousel, 
which features articles and pho-
tos. The website can also include 
a calendar of upcoming meetings 
and events. Users will also be 
able to set up notifications for 
calendar events. 

“On the police page…this is 
what we call a department head-
er, it’s a way you can give spe-
cial treatment to a public facing 
department,” Wheeler said. “It’s 
the same URL, but…it feels like 

New website platform 
approved by Selectboard

B E L C H E RTOW N  -  T h e 
town’s Lions Club will hold its 
70th annual Rag Shag Parade next 
week.

The event will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 31, at 
Chestnut Hill Community School.

“Costumed children along 

with their parents and friends 
will follow Belchertown Police 
Department cruisers and our high 
school marching band in a parade 
around the school property and, as 
customary, the Belchertown Fire 
Department will bring up the rear 
with its shiny, bright fire trucks,” 

the Belchertown Lions Club 
released.

At the conclusion of the parade, 
members of the Belchertown 
Lions Club will hand out candy 
to all in attendance—indoors 
this year—in the candied halls 
of the CHCS for a fun and safe 

Halloween experience, according 
to a press statement.

“Many thanks to Lion Mike 
Loftus,  the Belchertown Board of 
Health, and our Police and Fire 
Departments who all worked dil-
igently in the planning of these 
safety guidelines for this commu-

nity activity which will bring back 
our town’s Halloween tradition in 
2023,” the Lions Club released.

The Belchertown Lions Club 
Rag Shag parade began back in 
1953, when “even a few of our 

Lions Club to host its annual ‘Halloween Rag Shag Parade’ next week

SUBMITTED PHOTO JBMS Principal Thomas Ruscio speaks to a group during an event at the school last Tuesday. 

Orlando Santos, aka iZM PriZM

SEE MORE 
ARTWORK 

ON PAGE 15

Please see PARADE, page 4

Please see WEBSITE, page 14

Please see INITIATIVE, page 17
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HOLIDAY TURKEY

PASTURE-RAISED IN LUDLOW

To Reserve:

Call 413-426-6636

More Sizes 

More Turkeys
Prices and sizes 

posted on the web site: 

LibertyFamilyFarms.com

———————
———————

———————
———————

———————
———————

———————
———————

THANKSGIVING REVIEWS

“Hi Paul, she was great! 

Lots of plump meat 

and just enough fat to 

help prevent her from 

drying out. We will be 

having leftovers for 

a very long time.”
— Beth from 

Belchertown

“Everyone loved it. 

Absolutely perfect. 

I was planning on 

stopping by between 

now and Christmas to 

thank you. You beat 

me to it. We’ll definitely 

see you next year.”

— Greg from 

West Springfield

“It was absolutely 

AMAZING! This was the 

first time ever brining 

a turkey and then I 

followed your cooking 

directions on your 

website. It was perfect 

cooking it low and slow.”

— Kelly from Ludlow

BUSINESS GIFTS

 
Give a Dickens-style gift 

to employees or business 

partners this year with a 

pasture-raised extra-large 

turkey for Christmas.

Volume pricing and 

exceptional taste 

with traditional farm-

raised birds make 

a reasonable and 

generous holiday gift.

“We tried Liberty for our 

gift program this year. 

I had one employee 

thank me five times.”

Kevin Sullivan 

Commercial Machine

HAND FED, PASTURE RAISED 

On a Ludlow family 

farm, we raise turkeys 

in a pasture where they 

can run freely, hand fed 

on healthful grains and 

extra vegetables from 

our farm. Minimally 

processed, these birds 

have more meat, less 

water and the extra taste 

found only in tradition. 

No antibiotics, animal 

by-products, hormones 

or additive are used.

Call 413-426-6636 to Reserve
7 EAST STREET, GRANBY MA

413-537-3047

Fugler Excavating
& Septic

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

BCTV Schedule
 OCT. 26 – NOV. 1

Thursday, Oct. 26
• 8 a.m. - Select Board, Oct. 23
• 10 a.m. - Conservation Comm., Oct. 23
• 12 p.m. - Planning Board, Oct. 24
• 6:30 p.m. - Finance Committee, Channel 192
• 7 p.m. - Select Board, Oct. 23
• 9 p.m. - Conservation Comm., Oct. 23

Friday, Oct. 27
• 8 a.m.  - Conversation with Pakman
• 9 a.m. – Lampson Brook Farm Board, Oct. 25
• 11 a.m. – Energy and Sustainability Committee, 

Oct. 19
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 6 p.m. – Planning Board, Oct. 24
• 8 p.m. – Lampson Brook Farm Board, Oct. 25
• 10 p.m. – Energy and Sustainability Committee, 

Oct. 19
Saturday, Oct. 28

• 8 a.m. – Educational Crafting with Charlotte, Baby 
Binoculars

• 9 a.m. – BHS Best Buddies 2023
• 11 a.m. – Belchertown Heritage Visioning Meeting
• 4:30 p.m. – Educational Crafting with Charlotte, 

Baby Binoculars
• 7 p.m. – BHS Best Buddies 2023
• 9 p.m. – Belchertown Heritage Visioning Meeting

Sunday, Oct. 29
• 4:30 p.m. – St. Francis Roman Catholic Church
• 6 p.m. – Christ Community Church
• 7 p.m. – Hope United Methodist Church
• 8:30 p.m. – Belchertown Heritage Visioning 

Meeting

Monday, Oct. 30
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman

Tuesday, Oct. 31
• 8 a.m. - BHS Student Project – Closing the 

Belchertown School
• 9 a.m. – JBMS New School Cost/Design
• 7 p.m. – Belchertown Heritage Visioning Meeting
• 8 p.m. - BHS Student Project – Closing the 

Belchertown School
9 p.m. – JBMS New School Cost/Design

Wednesday, Nov. 1
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 5 p.m. - Conversation with Pakman

BELCHERTOWN - The Clapp 
Memorial Library offers a wealth 
of resources for the community, as 
well as a full schedule of free public 
programs for all ages.

“Stop in at 19 South Main Street, 
or go to clapplibrary.org to see 
what’s new,” the library released in a 
press statement.

The library will be open:
Mondays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. 

– 6 p.m.
Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and 

Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Upcoming programs at the Clapp 
Memorial Library include:

Things That Go Bump in the 
Night: The History and Impact of 
the Horror Film

Thursday, Oct. 26, 7 p.m.
Join film historian Frank Mandosa 

at the Clapp Memorial Library as 
he shows the fascinating history of 
horror films on the big screen—just 
in time for Halloween.

“You will view all kinds of spooky 
and outrageous bits from great scary 
films through the ages in this fun 
event and learn more about them,” 
the library released. “Even if you 
have never been a fan of horror 
movies, this funny, entertaining look 
at snippets of some brilliant films 
produced by American cinema 
shown on our big screen will send 
some thrills your way. Hopefully this 
program might entice you to then 
maybe watch a spine-chilling film 
all the way through. Mr. Mandosa is 
a very entertaining speaker and has 
tons of movie information to share.”

Peanut’s Playhouse Presents: Be 
a Superhero, Not a Bully

Friday, Oct. 27, 6 p.m.
“Be a superhero and help stop 

bullying.”
Learn how to be one with this 

puppet show by Peanut’s Playhouse. 
Kids can participate and will enjoy 
singing a special song.

Red Ribbon Week Bookmark 
Contest Awards

Friday, Oct. 27, 6:45 p.m.
Join the Clapp Memorial Library 

and Belchertown Overcoming 
Adversity Together (BOAT) as they 
announce the winners of the Red 
Ribbon Week Bookmark Contest. 
A winner will be chosen from each 
age category: ages 12-18, and 11 
and younger. Free pizza provided 
by Sleigh City Pizza Co. will be 
provided.

Teen Halloween Interactive 
Movie Night

Friday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m.
“Fly on your broom to the Clapp 

Memorial Library...for a spooky 
and interactive movie night. Arrive 
early and dress like your favorite 
witch or zombie and get ready to 
be transported to a wild Halloween 
night in Salem, Massachusetts.”

Clapp Memorial Library’s upcoming events

Please see EVENTS, page 4
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Member FDIC
Member DIFFULLY INSURED

$500 minimum to open. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of September 21, 2023. A penalty will  
be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Additional Deposits must consist of new money (new 
money is defined as funds not currently on deposit with Country Bank). One account per TIN/EIN. Additional deposits 
cease upon maturity. Account balance cannot exceed $1M. Account not available to municipalities or as an IRA.

WE’RE NOT LIKE

We’re different. 

With 5.11% APY and the opportunity to keep adding funds even 
after your term starts, a Country Bank 10-month CD will treat you 

better than those other CDs ever did.

5.11% APY 10-Month Add-On CD
THE OTHER CDS.

13883_CBM_CdPrintAd_10mo_5.11_4.75X7_Turley Papers.indd   113883_CBM_CdPrintAd_10mo_5.11_4.75X7_Turley Papers.indd   1

The Belchertown Senior Center is looking for drivers to deliver meals to 
homebound elders generally on weekdays between 10:30 am and 12:30 
pm depending on the route. No weekends or holidays required. This po-
sition starts at $7.25/hour plus mileage reimbursement. This is more than 
a job, it is an opportunity to be of service to people in need. In addition to 
delivering meals, you are an important daily contact for the elders.

A valid driver’s license, reliable vehicle, a good driving record and reli-
ability are required. If you would like to join our team, please complete an 
application online at www.belchertown.org/human_resources or email 
jobs@belchertown.org for more information. 

Applications will be accepted until positions are filled. EEO employer.

Home Delivered Meals Drivers
 

BELCHERTOWN - Two seasoned artists 
from the Quabbin Art Association, Beverly 
Phaneuf and Nancy Brown Birmingham, 
have an ongoing dual exhibit at the Clapp 
Memorial Library.

“They are the first members to exhib-
it their work after a new hanging system 
was installed and generously gifted to the 
library by the organization,” the Quabbin 
Art Association (QAA) released.

Phaneuf currently serves as vice-presi-
dent and plein air coordinator, organizing 
paint-outs throughout Western Mass. from 
April to November. She is a lifetime res-
ident of Western Massachusetts and cur-
rently lives in Belchertown, according to 
the QAA.

“She holds a Bachelor’s Degree from 
Westfield State University and grad-
uate degrees from the University of 

Massachusetts. Beverly worked as a 
classroom teacher in Belchertown and 
later as an elementary school principal in 
Southwick,” the QAA released. “Her art 
career was launched at a pastel workshop at 
the Palmer Library. Intrigued by the beauti-
ful colors, she began painting with a local 
artist, working first in pastel and later in 
oil. Preferring to paint from life, many of 
her landscapes are created plein air.”

Phaneuf has six plein air paintings on 
exhibit at the library. 

Brown Birmingham is a Marblehead 
native with a Bachelor’s of Fine Art 
Degree from Mount Allison University in 
New Brunswick, Canada. She moved to 
Belchertown in 1977, and worked for many 
years as a severe special needs teacher 
and consultant for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

“Her work has been exhibited in local, 
national, and international collections, 
receiving numerous awards since 1975. She 
currently sits on the Board of the Quabbin 
Art Association and will serve as coordina-
tor of the ‘New Artists Initiative’ staring in 
2024,” the QAA released in a press state-
ment. “She paints primarily in watercolor 
and acrylic and is a passionate member of 
the QAA Plein Air Painting Group. Her 
preferred subjects are landscapes, sea-
scapes, and botanicals.”

“Plein air and studio work round out 
my daily painting practices,” Brown 
Birmingham said. “I continue to evolve as 
an artist and bring various techniques and 
tools hoping to make my work sing.”

She is exhibiting her plein air water-
color landscapes representing “the Four 
Seasons.”

Quabbin Art Association presents dual-member 
exhibit at the Clapp Memorial Library

Nancy Brown Birmingham, Clapp Memorial Library Beverly Phaneuf at the Clapp Memorial Library

❚ COMMUNITY 

A gift card will be awarded to the teen 
with the best costume, and free pizza will 
be provided by Sleigh City Pizza Co. This 
program is for teens in grades 7-12 and 
is co-sponsored by BOAT-Belchertown 
Overcoming Adversity Together. Register 
by emailing clapplibrarytab@gmail.com 
or by visiting the Clapp Memorial Library.

Additionally, story times for ages three 
months to six years old began the week 
of Sept. 18. Story times feature age-
appropriate stories, songs, finger plays, and 
art activities; registration and confirmation 
are required. For more information and to 
register, visit clapplibrary.org/story-hour.

Babytime Storytime (3-12 months)

9 - 9:45 a.m., Mondays (Oct. 30, and 
Nov. 6)

Babytime is for ages three – 12 months.
First Steps Storytime (12-24 months)
10 - 10:45 a.m., Mondays (Oct. 30, and 

Nov. 6)
First Steps is for ages 12 – 24 months.
Toddler Time (Two-year-olds)
9:30-10:30 a.m., Tuesdays (Oct. 24 and 

31, and Nov. 7)
Toddler Time is for two-year-old 

children.
Preschool Storytime (Three- through 

six-year-olds)
9:30-10:30 a.m., Thursdays (Oct. 26, and 

Nov. 2 & 9)
Preschool Story Time is for children 

ages three to six.

EVENTS from page 2

own current members (as very young chil-
dren) actually partook in the sunset parade 
around the town common led by seven 
members of the high school band,” accord-
ing to the Lions Club.

“Festivities were capped off with apple 

bobbing and candy handouts for the kids 
and cider donuts for the parents in the Old 
Town Hall,” the Lions Clubs released, add-
ing it “would like to thank our townspeo-
ple for their support in its many fundraisers 
held throughout the year that make such 
memorable community endeavors possi-
ble.”

PARADE from page1

Town announces 
Veterans Day
ceremony

B E L C H E RTOW N  -  C h a r l y 
Oliva, the town’s Veterans’ Agent, 
has announced the annual Veterans 
Day event set for this year in the 
Belchertown High School Veterans’ 
Memorial Auditorium.

“Please come out and join the com-
munity in celebrating our nation’s vet-
erans,” a press statement reads.

The following Veterans Day event 
is planned:

Saturday, Nov. 11
Anyone wishing to join is asked 

to gather at the Belchertown High 
School Auditorium. The ceremony 
will begin at 11 a.m.

“This year’s ceremony is ded-
icated to pinning Belchertown resi-
dent, Marine Corps Sergeant Kevin 
McMenamin, with his Purple Heart,” 
Oliva released. “He was combat 
wounded in Vietnam in 1969; our 
town has the honor of formally pin-
ning him for the first time. We will be 
joined by state and local government 
officials, Belchertown’s Chestnut Hill 
Community School’s band and chorus, 
as well as local Scouts.”

Those wishing to retire worn U.S. 
flags may drop them off at the office 
of the Veterans’ Agent in the Freedom 
Center (6 Berkshire Ave.) or in the 
Flag Drop Box on the second floor of 
the Town Hall.

Gold Star families planning to 
attend Saturday’s ceremony are asked 
to contact Oliva at 413-323-0409.
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT

HALLOWEEN FAVORITESHALLOWEEN FAVORITES

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL!

30% OFF Halloween 

Order Fresh All Natural 
Thanksgiving Turkeys

- Bob’s Turkey Farm
“Broad Breasted White Turkeys”
From Lancaster, MA

- Bell & Evans
“Excellent Turkeys”
From Pennsylvania

Order Deadline:  November 5, 2023

Pumpkins!
Pumpkins! 
Pumpkins!

CARVING PUMPKINS 
SUGAR PUMPKINS
MINI PUMPKINS

PUMPKIN PUMPKIN 
DECORATING DECORATING 
& PUMPKIN & PUMPKIN 

CARVING KITSCARVING KITS

Strawbales, 
indian corn
Cornstalks 
and Gourds

HANGINGHANGING
SUCCULENTSUCCULENT
& HANGING& HANGING

FOLIAGEFOLIAGE
BASKETSBASKETS

   6-inch Pots $16.99
(Reg. Price $19.99)

       

APPLE CIDER
DONUTS

FRESH SWEET
CIDER

Pumpkin Pies, 
Pumpkin Breads

& Pumpkin Muffins

NEED EXTRA CA$H FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

WE BUYWE BUY  GoldGold

704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/23

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

Announcement of winners:
BELCHERTOWN - The winners of the “Blue Jeans & 

Fair Dreams” coloring contest that were submitted from 
the annual coloring contest that appears in the Belchertown 
Fair Guide with the deadline date of Oct. 18 are as follows:

1st Place - Grant Lussier
2nd Place- Vince George
3rd Place- Paisley Axton

Thank you to everyone who participated; congratulations 
to the winners! You will be contacted to receive your priz-
es.

‘Blue Jeans & Fair Dreams’ coloring contest
❚ COMMUNITY 

1st Place 
Grant 

Lussier

2nd Place
Vince 

George

3rd Place
 Paisley 
Axton
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LETTERS

❚ OPINION 

The Sentinel is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393,

Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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TEAM
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Dear Editor, 

Belchertown Community TV has been 
undergoing a major system overhaul. Since 
its inception, BCTV has used one man-
ufacturer who has now gone out of the 
Community TV business. After months of 
searching, BCTV purchased a new broad-
cast system from Castus, one of three man-
ufacturers still supporting Community TV 
operations. We are still in the process of 
installing this equipment and will be so for 

several more months.
One of the biggest changes for you is 

that BCTV is now using a new streaming 
service. To access this new internet stream-
ing service, you will need to input the fol-
lowing code into your browser:

c l o u d . c a s t u s . t v / v o d / b e l c h e r -
town?page=HOME

I suggest you bookmark it for your 
future viewing.

Lew Louraine
Station Manager, BCTV

Dear Editor,

Dana Woods is a neighborhood that 
knows how to make Halloween fun, and 
many trick-or-treaters visit us. But large 
numbers of cars going through the neigh-
borhood present a safety hazard, both to 
residents and visitors. If you plan on vis-
iting Dana Woods for Halloween, please 
remember the following:

1. Per order of the police, there will be 
absolutely no parking allowed on George 
Hannum Road.  

2. Driving in the development will be 
extremely limited. Parents in cars follow-
ing trick-or-treaters will be asked to park 
and walk.

3. Please follow signs and use common 
sense by parking on only one side of the 

street to allow for passage of emergency 
vehicles.

4. Please don’t allow kids to zigzag 
across the streets. In addition to the obvi-
ous safety concern, many of the streets 
are cul-de-sacs and this tends to result in 
homes being visited twice.

5. Please do not litter—keep candy 
wrappers in treat bags. 

6. Please do not block driveways.
7. If a house’s lights are off, they are 

either not participating or have run out of 
candy.

Keeping these points in mind will help 
assure a safe, fun night.

Thank you,

Dana Woods Homeowners Association  

Dear Editor,

I   am writ ing this  regarding the 
Selectboard’s decision to demolish 51 
State St. This building was constructed in 
the 1980’s through the Governor’s Day 
Care Partnership Initiative - Community 
Development Block Grant with the express 
purpose of providing much-needed early 
childhood care to the town of Belchertown. 
The Belchertown Day School (BDS) leased 
this space from its initial opening in 1985 
until March 2017.

BDS was evicted from this property in 
2017 shortly after the 30-year commitment 
of the original grant was met. Prior to their 
eviction, BDS was leasing the facility from 
the town and paying its own utilities. The 
building was in good shape but was in need 
of some repairs. Since the BDS eviction 
in 2017, the building was occupied by the 
Family Center (with maintenance costs 
falling to the town). With this arrangement, 
in six short years under town management, 
the building has fallen into such a state of 
disrepair that the only course of action is, 
apparently, to tear it down.

How did the town budget for the loss 

of revenue from BDS? What was the plan 
to recoup that to maintain the building? It 
seems, perhaps, there was none.

We have already dismantled the teen 
center years ago, and now we no longer 
have a home for the family center, and no 
space in any existing buildings to house 
them. The building is in a prime location to 
serve families of all ages, has three light-
filled rooms, an accessible restroom, a 
fenced-in playground, ample storage, two 
office spaces, and a kitchenette. The possi-
bilities are endless with what that building 
could be used for.

I am asking that the Town Administrator 
and Selectboard take a step back and 
rethink this decision. There surely is a 
way to keep this building. Do all of those 
repairs need to be completed to make 
the building safe? Is this even something 
ARPA funds should be used for? Could 
the building be fixed and leased to some-
one else? I feel like the decision was 
short-sighted and too quick without any 
community input.

Audrey Anderson

Belchertown Community TV

Trick-or-treating in Dana Woods

Appalled at decision to demolish 51 State St.

Black cats? A purr-fect 
addition to the family

Reports indicate that black cats are less likely to 
be adopted than other fur colors, and if you’ve 
ever purr-sonally known a black cat, you may 

be just as bewildered as I was when I learned this fact.
As I’m writing this, my two black cats are curled up 

on a nearby blanket, basking in a sunlit autumn glow. 
Yet, the stats of the matter remain—according to sev-
eral studies, including one regarding a cat’s fur color 
and how this impacts their adoptability, the results 
were certain.

“Black cats in [shelters] should receive extra consid-
eration for rehoming,” the study revealed.

Further, entirely black cats did not enjoy “improved 
outcomes” during the month prior to Halloween, 
the one time of year when their outcomes might be 
expected to improve, the study reported.

So, when considering a new pet for the family, why 
not consider a black cat or two?

Here’s my adoption story for Mayra and Rosie, my 
“foster kittens turned fur-ever cats.”

I met them at a book signing event during which 
I’d teamed up with a local animal rescue to raise 
donations. The event started out great, but very soon 
after I arrived, a dog that I lovingly refer to as “the 
stinky dog” arrived, too. The event was in a pet store 
that offered a doggie bathing area, and the stinky 
dog chanced in after an ill-fated experience—getting 
sprayed by a skunk.

The dog’s owner was noticeably stressed out, and 
I tried my hardest to ignore the scent, but tears were 
quite literally forming in my eyes. Approaching the 
volunteer leading the event—Kathy—I intended to tell 
her that I, as a very sensitive soul who can’t handle the 
atrocity of foul odors, would be packing up my books 
and heading out.

When Kathy turned around, I saw that she was 
wrangling and wrestling with an incredibly tiny black 
kitten—and this cat was upset. Meowing, crying, and 
wiggling, the kitten was passed around to several vol-
unteers, and as a person who’d recently drifted into 
the center of this chaotic scene, the cat was eventually 
passed to me.

The kitten, Rosie, was around eight-weeks-old. She 
was so small, but she was zesty. I hadn’t expected 
to be holding a distressed cat, but I understood the 
assignment; I also related to the kitten’s concerns, and 
holding her close against my chest, I rocked her like 
an infant and walked down an aisle into a quiet corner.

In my arms, little Rosie calmed down instantly. The 
volunteers exchanged glances and sighs of relief; at 
the time, I didn’t know why this kitten chose me as the 
one human who could calm her. But looking back, I 
know now what I hadn’t known then—it was fate!

For the remainder of the event, no more books were 
signed. After the kitten had fallen asleep in my arms, 
I spent the next two hours cradling her, swaying her, 
and walking around the store. Over the years, in my 
career as a writer and as a volunteer with several ani-
mal groups, I’ve held countless adoptable pets. But 
this little kitten? There was something inexplicable 
about the way she made me feel. As the event neared 
its end, I knew it would soon be time to hand over the 
kitten, who would be transported back to her current 
foster home and, eventually, adopted. And thinking 
about that, I felt an overwhelming sense of sadness.

“What are the chances of me taking this cat home?” 
I jested to Kathy, who responded by telling me that I 
could.

“You said what now?” I retorted, still swaying the 
cat. “I can take her home with me?”

Mayra and Rosie, two black cats who found their fur-ever homes.

FUR-EVER
homes

By Kimberly 
Palmucci

Please see FUREVER, page 7
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James 
Cook

vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of firearms and firearm related items

• Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Can my wife claim her benefit 
now and switch to a spouse 
benefit from me later?

Dear Rusty 
Can my wife claim her benefits now (at 63, and we know 

about the reduction for claiming early) and then, when I 
retire at 66 years and 10 months of age almost 3 years from 
now, can she switch over to spousal benefits based on my 
benefit amount? She worked at a higher paying job for 
much of her career, but is now at a much lower income and 
would be under the amount that would reduce her benefits 
further. I currently earn about nine times her annual salary 
so the spousal benefit for her would be an increase when I 
retire. 

Signed: Seeking Information

Dear Seeking
Yes, your wife can claim her own (reduced) Social 

Security retirement benefit now and she will be automati-
cally awarded a spousal boost when you later claim your SS 
retirement benefit. However, your wife’s benefit when you 
claim will not be 50% of your Full Retirement Age amount 
because she claimed her own SS benefit early and also 
because her spousal boost will be awarded prior to her FRA. 

Any benefit taken before FRA is reduced, including the 
spousal benefit.

Here’s what will happen if your wife claims her own 
Social Security at age 63.Your wife’s personal SS retirement 
benefit, when she claims, will be reduced by about 25%. 
When you claim at your full retirement age, your wife will 
get a “spousal boost” to her own reduced benefit.

The amount of your wife’s spousal boost will be the 
difference between her FRA entitlement and 50% of your 
FRA entitlement, reduced because the spousal boost will 
be awarded automatically before she has reached her own 
full retirement age. FRA amounts are used to compute the 
spousal boost, regardless of the age at which benefits are 
claimed.

When you claim, your wife will not yet be her FRA, so 
the amount of her spousal boost, the difference between her 
FRA entitlement and half of your FRA entitlement, will be 
reduced. The reduced spousal boost will be added to your 
wife’s reduced SS retirement benefit, resulting in her total 
benefit payment being less than half of yours. 

The only way your wife can get the full 50% of your 

FRA entitlement is to wait until her own FRA at 67 to claim 
Social Security, but by doing so she also forfeits the money 
she would otherwise receive if she claimed her own benefit 
now. As long as she won’t significantly exceed the earnings 
limit while working before her FRA, claiming now is an 
acceptable strategy because it will take many years to recov-
er the money forfeited by waiting until her FRA to claim.

It’s also reasonable because women statistically outlive 
men and your wife’s benefit as your surviving spouse will 
be 100% of the amount you are receiving at your death, 
instead of the smaller spousal amount she was receiving 
while you were both living. 

When to claim is always a personal choice and life expec-
tancy should always be thoughtfully considered, but the 
answer to your specific question is - yes, if your wife claims 
her own benefit at 63, she will automatically receive her 
spousal boost when you claim, but her payment as your 
spouse will be less than 50% of your FRA benefit amount. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for information purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

The questions keep coming

I continue to receive a number of questions each week.  
It’s encouraging that there is so much interest in gar-

dening even as this season is coming to an end.  Here 
are the quandaries we have for this week:

Myrtle still has an abundance of green tomatoes left on 
the plants in her small gardening plot.  “Are my tomatoes 
still OK to be outside?  When I’ve picked them green in the 
past I remember putting them in a paper bag to ripen.  Is 
that better than just leaving them on the counter?  Mine are 
mostly cherries and I have quite a few! I looked online and 
it says to put them in a bag with an apple, but I don’t recall 
using an apple the last time I did this. I sometimes find that 
advice from the internet gets confusing - too many options! 
Also, I was wondering what you thought of trying to root 

the tomato branches that have flowers. Maybe I could grow 
them inside for the winter.”

Lucky you to still have tomato branches with flowers, let 
alone those with tomatoes on them! I am impressed.  

With frost imminent, I typically allow green tomatoes to 
ripen single layer in trays or cardboard boxes - something 
that can “breathe,” unlike plastic bags or containers.  A 
paper bag sounds like a fine option too.  

The reason for the apple is so that it will emit ethylene 
gas and hasten the ripening process. Bananas can be used 
in place of the apple.  

There is some controversy about what temperature toma-
toes should be kept at to ripen, but it would make sense 
that ripening would occur at warmer temperatures versus 
cooler - tomatoes are tropical plants. Typical household 
temps around 70 degrees are just right.  

As far as rooting flowering branches, it would be a fun 
experiment and tomato stems do root readily. Usually 
when we take cuttings, we prefer them not to be in flower, 
though, as it hinders rooting to some degree.  

Try it; I’d love to hear how it works out.  
If they root, keep in mind that winter light is not as 

bright as summer light.  It might be hard to keep the plants 
growing well inside.  

Sylvia, who gardens in Ware, wrote in with this ques-
tion:

 “My beautiful lush morning glory vine doesn’t have any 
buds, let alone blossoms! I fear we will have frost soon. 
Do you have any idea why this failed?  I started four little 

plants in June, lots of rain, no fertilizer, soil so-so with 
some compost added during growth and that’s it for care.”

My first thought is that your soil is too rich.  You said no 
fertilizer, but maybe the compost was enough to increase 
fertility, and nitrogen especially, in such a way that you 
ended up with all that lush foliage but no flowers.  

Morning glories are related to bind weed - that pesky 
weed that tangles around my garden fence and just about 
anything else it can get its tendrils on. Try to pull it up and 
the thick white roots break and new plants pop up.  

How does this relate?  Well, it sort of proves that morn-
ing glories prefer soil that isn’t so rich.  

Another thought is that you have a late flowering vari-
ety!  Honest!  

Some varieties take a long time to flower.  One variety 
that I know grows well and flowers on the early side is an 
heirloom by the name of Grandpa Ott’s.

 Give it a try and you’ll be pleasantly surprised by the 
dark purple flowers with reddish centers.  

One thing you didn’t mention in your note was exposure; 
morning glories do need to be planted in full sun in order 
to flower. I do hope this helps!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachusetts. 
For 31 years she has held the position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the subject 
line.  

“Well, you could foster her if you wanted to. It would 
actually be really helpful,” she said. “We’ve got lots of kit-
tens right now and are looking for foster homes.”

I knew that fostering kittens didn’t require a lot of space; 
any extra room, or even a small bathroom, could be used 
to house the kitten until she found her fur-ever home. My 
mind ignited into a blaze of calculations, and I came to the 
conclusion—this could actually work.

“Let me ask my husband,” I said, not wanting to make a 
unilateral decision for the family without him. “He will be 
the deciding factor.”

When my husband, Dom, answered the FaceTime call, 
I knew the possibility of him saying yes was slim—very 
slim—but it wasn’t zero.

“That’s a cute cat,” he said when he answered; the cam-
era was focused on the little kitten I was holding. “Now 
put it back and come home.”

I truly did try to put her back; she woke, squirming and 
letting out a shrill meow as she was placed into a small cat 
carrier. From inside the carrier, I heard another muffled 
meow—apparently, Rosie had a twin sister named Mayra 
who’d been inside the carrier the entire event because she 
was shy.

As I packed up my books, watching as all the adoptable 
pets were brought out of the store, I turned to Kathy.

“Am I going to regret not bringing that kitten home with 
me?” I asked, hoping Kathy could somehow supply an 
answer that would make it feel better. “Is it a mistake to let 
her go?”

“I don’t know,” she replied, having witnessed the bond 

Rosie and I had shared. “How do you feel right now?”
My lip started quivering. Quivering. Tears welled in my 

eyes, and I stood there in the middle of this pet store like 
a lost child. In that moment, I realized, having Rosie in 
my arms had been a peace and connection I’d only known 
twice before, with my other two cats, so, my husband was 
surely not surprised at all when I rolled up to our house 
that afternoon with two new foster kittens who we adopted 
the following day.

These two black cats have now wrapped their paws 
around my heart—and purr-haps a black cat awaits the 
love of your family, too!

Or any adoptable pet, for that matter, as all pets are wor-
thy of love.

FUREVER from page 6
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Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of Oct. 11 through Oct. 17. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana-
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 359 calls police respond-
ed to, there were 17 incidents, nine acci-
dents, four arrest/summons and 31 cita-
tions.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Wednesday, Oct. 11

7:30 a.m. – An officer responded to the 
Franklin St. for an accident. A vehicle trav-
eling north on Franklin St. was struck by a 
deer on the left side of the vehicle. There 
was damage, but the vehicle didn’t need to 
be towed. No injuries were reported. 

11:51 a.m. – An officer responded to 
a report of a dog attack. A person said 
they were walking their puppy when their 
neighbor’s dog attacked them. The dog 
jumped on the person and knocked them 
over. The Animal Control Officer respond-
ed to the scene. The dog was ordered to 
be on a leash at all times by the ACO. The 
person was transported to the hospital. 

4:22 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Washington St. A vehicle trav-
eling north on Washington struck the trailer 
attached to a second motor vehicle. Both 
operators said the other vehicle was drift-
ing into the opposite lane. The first vehicle 
was towed from the scene since it had a flat 
tired and a possibly bent axel. No injuries 
were reported.

8:46 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on North Main St. A vehicle trav-
eling north on North Main St. was struck 
by another vehicle attempting to move 
right into the flow of traffic from the left 
turn lane. No injuries were reported, and no 
tows were necessary. 

Thursday, Oct. 12
7:56 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on Chauncey Walker Road. A bus 
struck a deer that entered the roadway. The 
deer was euthanized. The bus didn’t have 
any occupants at the time of the accident. 

1:39 p.m. – An officer traveling on State 
St. was flagged down by a business owner 
that located a person in one of the vehicles 
out for sale. They didn’t want to press any 
charges they just wanted the person to be 
on their way. The person was transported 
to Amherst. 

2:05 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
Turkey Hill Road business for a report of 
a hit and run involving a vehicle parked in 
the parking lot. The person said they came 
out of the business and noticed their vehi-
cle was side swiped on the left side.

7:04 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
North Main St. business involving a dis-
turbance involving customers. The offi-
cer spoke to the involved people, one per-
son said they were pushed by the other. 
Peace was restored and they didn’t want to 
press charges. The manager of the business 
would look into providing footage of the 
incident. 

7:24 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
report of a runaway juvenile. They didn’t 
come home after school, found at some-
one’s house and made it home. 

Friday, Oct. 13
10 p.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on Turkey Hill Road. There was 
a vehicle parked crooked in the parking lot 
of a business next to another vehicle. When 
the owner of the second vehicle came out 
into the parking lot, the vehicle that was 
parked crooked was gone. There was a 
scratch on the rear passenger’s side. The 
person was able to contact the owner of the 
second vehicle and was able to exchange 
information.

Saturday, Oct. 14
9:27 a.m. – An officer responded to a 

report of damage to their vehicle. A per-
son parked attending the football game 
and noticed upon their return, they noticed 
damage to the side of their vehicle. Photos 
were taken.

7:28 p.m. – An off-duty school detail 
officer was told by attendees leaving the 
function that there were allegations of a 
fight, and a juvenile was punched. The 
youths were located and didn’t need med-
ical attention, the School Resource Officer 
and school department were notified, and 
the matter will be handled internally.

Sunday, Oct. 15
7:28 p.m. – An officer responded to 

North Main St. business for a report of 
a suspicious man in a business. The per-
son was driving a vehicle with New York 
plates, they declined medical attention. 
They were from Utah. The person was 
taken into custody. When they arrived at 
the station, the person requested to go to 
the hospital; relatives were located in the 
area. 

8:17 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
residence for a report of a person causing a 
disturbance. The officer spoke with all the 
people involved in the incident. One person 
was transported by Belchertown Fire to the 
hospital. 

Monday, Oct. 16
5:05 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident. A vehicle traveling east on Ware 
Road came in contact with a deer. There 
was damage to the left side of the vehicle 
and windshield. No tow was needed, and 
no injuries were reported. 

2:13 p.m. – An officer spoke with a resi-
dent that their partner was being spoken to 
by a former partner. The person received 
several calls and texts from the former part-
ner. The officer spoke with the resident and 
provided information to get a 209A order 
since court was still in session. 

6:48 p.m. – An officer responded 
to North Main St. drive through for an 
accident. The vehicle struck the building 
while turning. The driver was a 20-year-old 
Belchertown resident who was unlicensed 
while driving. There was damage to the 
business and to the vehicle. The operator 
will be receiving a summons. 

Tuesday, Oct. 17
2:31 p.m. – An officer responded to 

Stebbins St. for a report of a person walk-
ing in the middle of the street. Passing 
motorists stayed to help the person. The 
officers were able to take custody of the 
person. 

1:55 p.m. – An officer took a report 
of fraud. The person thought they got an 
email from their college to survey and 
got their personal information. They got a 
check in the mail and went to try to cash 
the check. Their bank account was termi-
nated and being investigated. The matter 
was document. 

3:09 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
neighbor who threw an unknown liquid 
on the vehicle. Ongoing issue of neighbor 
harassment. They were made aware of abil-
ity to get harassment. 

6:12 p.m. – An officer spoke to people 
about custody issues. It was documented 
for them to follow up in family and probate 
court.

8:42 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
wellbeing check for a person possibly hav-
ing a mental health crisis.

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 136 calls for the 
week of Oct. 13 through Oct. 19. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all informa-
tion.

Friday, Oct. 13
6:41 p.m. – A motorist reported a minor 

two-car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries and an 
accident report was completed.

9:15 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 62 mph in 35 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped and 
the operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

Saturday, Oct. 14
12:07 p.m. – The store manager reported 

a shoplifting that occurred earlier in the 
day. An officer responded and completed 
an incident report.

Sunday, Oct. 15
4:27 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

performed a random registration query. It 
was discovered that the registration was 
revoked due to lack of insurance. The 
vehicle was stopped and the operator was 
issued a criminal citation for operating 
with a revoked registration and without 
insurance.

Monday, Oct. 16
3:37 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 56 mph in 35 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped and 
the operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

4:15 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 60 mph in 30 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped and 
the operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

8:04 a.m. – A resident reported that 
someone opened a charge account at Kohls 
in their name. An incident report was com-
pleted.

8:07 a.m. – A motorist reported a minor 
two-car accident. There were no injuries 
and an accident report was completed.

Thursday, Oct. 19
6:17 a.m. – A motorist reported a two-

car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries. An 
accident report was completed.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY 

Birth & Adoption
Announcements

Share the joy of your new arrival with a birth announcement!

To place a FREE announcement:
Email: sentinel@turley.com

www.sentinel.turley.com
Sentinel

Belchertown, Granby & Amherst

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s Select 
Board is seeking citizens to share their 
expertise by serving on a town board or 
committee.

Those who have time and are interested in 
getting involved in the town’s activities are 
asked to submit a letter of interest to: Select 
Board, The Finnerty House, One South 
Main Street, P.O. Box 670, Belchertown, 
MA 01007, or by email to  selectboard@
belchertown.org.

The town has announced that it wishes to 
fill the following vacancies:

Agricultural Commission
Three associate non-voting member seats
This commission promotes agricultural-

based economic opportunities; preserves, 
revitalizes and sustains the Belchertown 
agricultural industries, and encourages the 
pursuit of agriculture as a career opportunity 
and lifestyle.

Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023
 

Trail Stewardship Council
One vacancy
The town wishes to fill a vacancy to 

represent landowners of the town on the 
Trail Stewardship Council. Interested 

individuals should be knowledgeable about 
local land use and related issues. Additional 
information specific to this council can be 
found at newenglandtrail.org.

Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023
 

Animal Control Advisory Board
One vacancy
This board has the authority to conduct 

hearings as allowed in the town’s by-laws 
and pose reasonable conditions as deemed 
appropriate.  The ideal applicants may be a 
dog breeder, a dog trainer, a veterinarian, 
a non-pet owner from the community, a 
medical professional specializing in 
emergency medicine, an animal enthusiast 
or caregiver, a pet owner, and/or interested 
residents.

Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023
 

Communications Committee
Two full-member seats
The purpose of this committee is 

to develop a communication plan for 
the town of Belchertown, to improve 
information flow from the town to the 
public.   Experience with marketing, 

Deadlines for board, committee 
vacancies upcoming

y

Please see VACANCIES, page15
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60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

Easy Tank Swap Out! 
Great Prices!

No Delivery Fees! 
Call For Details!

CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM

  

JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230 
jimpotter@jonesrealtors.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

CLASS OF 2024CLASS OF 2024  
at Belchertown Fair

The Belchertown High School Class of 2024 has extended gratitude to Dave Kibbe and Jay LaFleur and all the 
employees of Complete Septic for the generosity of their time and materials in building a Basketball Booth for 
fundraising at the Belchertown Fair. Funds were raised to help the Junior Class, and “a wonderful time was had by 
all.”

❚ COMMUNITY 

BELCHERTOWN – The Clapp 
Memorial Library has announced 
a list of November events.

The library will be closed 
Friday, Nov. 10, and Saturday, 
Nov. 11, in honor of Veterans Day.

Upcoming programs at the 
Clapp Memorial Library include:

Weekly Teen Write Nights
Wednesdays, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 29, 

at 5:30-7 p.m.
Teens in grades 7-12 are 

invited to weekly Teen Write 
Nights throughout November 
as part of the Clapp Memorial 
Library’s annual program for 
young writers during National 
Novel Writing Month. Teen 
writers will get feedback, build 
community, participate in writing 
exercises, and grow their word 
count. Teens can attend as many 
Teen Write Nights as desired; 
frequent attendance means more 
chances to win prizes at the final 
party in December. There will 
be no Teen Write Night on Nov. 
22 due to the holiday. The first 
Teen Write Night of November 
will take place in the library’s 
Activity Room; young writers can 
email clapplibrarytab@gmail.com 
for more information about the 
program and to register.

What YA Reading Group
Thursday, Nov. 2, at 7 p.m.
A book discussion group at 

the Clapp Memorial Library for 
adults who read young adult books 
that meets the first Thursday of 
the month. Visit the library’s 
circulation desk to pick up a copy 
of “Warrior Girl Unearthed” by 
Angeline Boulley.

Hungrytown Concert
Saturday, Nov. 4, at 3 p.m.
Clapp  Memor ia l  L ib ra ry 

continues i ts  2023 monthly 
concert series with the folk duo 
Hungrytown. After more than 15 
years of world-wide touring and 
three album releases, Rebecca Hall 
and Ken Anderson of Hungrytown 
have earned a reputation for “the 
quality and authenticity of their 
songwriting,” the library released.

“Inspired by the grit and true-
to-life experiences she heard in 

these traditional ballads, Hall was 
inspired to write the lyrics that 
later became her first songs, aided 
by Anderson’s flair for musical 
arrangement.”

In the winter of 2003, the duo 
quit their desk jobs, moved to 
the green hills of Vermont, and 
decided to pursue a full-time 
career as touring musicians. 
They released their first CD, 
Hungrytown,  in  2008;  Any 
Forgotten Thing in 2011; and 
Further West in 2015. The couple 
continue to spend more than 
half of each year on the road, 
especially roads in North America, 
Europe, and New Zealand.

Ukulele Play Along 
(virtual event)

Monday, Nov. 6, at. 7 p.m.
Strum along with the Ukulele 

Play Along on the first Monday 
every month. Grab your ukulele 
and play along—”because playing 
your ukulele is more fun when you 
do it with others.”

“Don’t have a Ukulele? Don’t 
worry, you can borrow one from 
the library. We’ll be focusing on 
three- and four-chord songs, with 
lyrics and chords provided on 
screen. Participants will be muted, 
so don’t worry about how you 
sound,” the library released.

To join, email Julie Stepanek 
at julie@musicjulie.com for the 
Zoom link and to receive the songs 
for the program.

Stone Medicine
 with Leslie Franks

Thursday, Nov. 9, at 7 p.m.
Join local author Leslie Franks 

for a talk about her newly-
released book, “Stone Medicine: 
a Chinese medical guide to healing 
with gems and minerals.” She’ll 
be taking a look at how crystals 
and stones are used in healing 
body, mind, and spirit, from both 
a Chinese medical and a western 
mineralogical perspective.

Leslie Franks is retired from 
more than 30 years practice in a 
Chinese Medicine clinic, where 
her modalit ies of treatment 
were bodywork, Chinese herbs, 
essential oils, and stones.

Clapp Library’s November events
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The Farmstand 
Is Closing 
Sunday, 

October 29th.

See You
In The Spring!

Dickinson Farms Dickinson Farms 
& Greenhouse& Greenhouse

Thank Thank 
You You 

For Your For Your 
Support Support 

This This 
Season!Season!

Route 202, East State St., Granby
413-467-3794

www.dickinsonsfarm.com
Visit us on Facebook~ Family Owned & Operated  ~

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted • Sorry No Checks • Gift Certificates Available

OPEN: 
8am-6pm

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

Lic. # 809640 www.LittleFriends39.com

Caring for Children 12mos. - Grade 3
Full day, before and after school programs
and a morning preschool program offered

413-323-8447

We
HaveOpeningsCaring for Children 1 year up to 9 years

Full day, before and after school programs
Lic. # 809640  www.LittleFriends39.com

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

413-323-8447

 HAVE FUN 
LEARNING!

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

❚ COMMUNITY 

BELCHERTOWN -  The 
town’s Council on Aging is a 
community-based resource for 
citizens of Belchertown aged 60 
and over.

The Senior Center is located 
at 60 State Street, just off Route 
202 at the William Gerald 
Whitlock Municipal Complex 
(next to the police station), and 
is home to a variety of programs 
and services.

Upcoming events at  the 
Senior Center include:

Social Services and Outreach
Medicare Open Enrollment - 

Open enrollment for Medicare 
will take place through Dec. 7.

“This is a great time to review 
your plan,” the COA released.

Complete pre-enrollment 
forms, located in the blue folder 
outside  Laurene’s  office; return 
the forms to the COA’s staff, 
and Laurene “will call you to 
schedule an appointment.”

Fuel Assistance Program - 
The Fuel Assistance Program 
officially opens on Nov. 1.

“If you have received your 
renewal application in the mail, 
please call Heather to set up an 
appointment for assistance,” 
the COA released. “For  new 
applicants, please call after Nov. 
1 for an appointment. We cannot 
process new applications until 
after that date.”

For all other inquiries, call for 
an appointment:

Laurene Kendall,  Social 
Services Coordinator 413-323-
0420 x 505

Heather Woodworth, Social 
Services Assistant 413-323-
0420 x 509

AARP Tax-Aide Program 
Volunteer Opportunity

AARP Foundat ion Tax-
Aide is the nation’s largest 
volunteer-run tax preparation 
and assistance service, the COA 
released.

“We want you to join us. 

Please volunteer as a Tax 
Counselor and work with area 
residents in preparing their 
tax returns on the computer. 
Basic computer skills and 
some experience in filing your 
own tax returns are helpful, 
along with a willingness to 
make a one day per week 
time commitment during our 
10-week tax season.”

Hands-on training is provided 
in the classroom, and there are 
counselors to assist at all sites. 
“Please consider whether you, 
or someone you know, might be 
willing to help this year. Please 
fill out an application to become 
a part of this invaluable team 
at: mataxaide.org/Interest.”

Tra in ing  wi l l  be  done 
this fall. For questions or 
additional information, contact 
D5Taxaide@comcast.net.

BSCCA Calendar Raffle
The fundraising group is 

offering a calendar raffle. 
Stop in to the Senior Center to 
purchase a ticket; winners will 
be drawn throughout the month 
of November. Purchase one 
ticket for $20 or two for $30.

BSCCA’s Holiday Bazaar: 
Saturday, Nov. 4, 

from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Hosted by the Belchertown 

S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s ’  C e n t e r 
Association.

“Don’t miss this opportunity 
to stock up on holiday gifts, or 
a little something for yourself,” 
the COA released. “Our crafters 
will have items for purchase in 
our main dining room, and the 
Thrift Shop will be open all day 
as well! In addition to shopping, 
try your luck at winning one of 
over 50 fabulous raffle baskets 
donated by our community 
members.”

Fo r  even  more  even t s 
and offerings, contact the 
Belchertown Senior Center.

COURTESY PHOTOS, BELCHERTOWN 
OVERCOMING ADVERSITY TOGETHER

St u d e n t s  i n  t o w n , 
Belchertown Overcoming 
Adversity Together (BOAT), 

and the Belchertown Police 
Department have prepared for the 
Red Ribbon Campaign from Oct. 
23-31.

“Look for red ribbons in town,” 
BOAT released.

Red Ribbon 
Campaign 
Oct. 23-31

Senior Center announces 
upcoming events, services

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
Belchertown Animal Control 
will host a holiday shopping 
event from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 4, at 165 George 
Hannum Rd. in Belchertown.

“We’ve got your cat toys, 
dog tails, hats, jackets, T-shirts, 
plus much, much more,” a press 
statement reads. “BARC mer-
chandise makes great holiday 

gifts for your animal loving 
friends and family and at the 
same time, you help to support 
a great organization. It’s a win-
win.”

Additionally, with any dona-
tion or purchase, attendees will 
have a chance to take home one 
of the special baskets. This will 
be an outside event.

BARC’s ‘holiday pop-up’ 
in November

BELCHERTOWN –  The 
B e l c h e r t o w n  H i s t o r i c a l 
Association is once again holding 
its Halloween Graveyard Tours in 
the Mount Hope Cemetery.

“Have you ever spent a night in 
the graveyard when Halloween is 
approaching?” a press statement 
reads.

Inhabitants of the cemetery that 
impacted Belchertown’s history 

will “come to life,” represented 
by members of the community 
in period costumes, according to 
reports. Tours will start from the 
Old Town Hall and be led by a 
tour guide.

“ V i s i t o r s  w i l l  m e e t 
Belchertown residents from the 
19th century, along with some 
occasional spirits and lost souls 
wandering among the tomb-

stones,” a press statement reads.
The event is free, donations 

being collected toward continued 
reconstruction of the Washington 
District Schoolhouse. Tours will 
be from 6-8 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 
29, in the cemetery behind the 
United Church of Christ on Park 
Street. This is not a trick or treat 
event.

‘Graveyard Tours’ event upcoming

REGION - The Quabbin Art 
Association, a non-profit orga-
nization based in Belchertown 
that serves more than 75 artists 
throughout the Pioneer Valley, has 
received a 2024 Massachusetts 
Cultural Council grant in the 
amount of $2,500 for its “New 

Artists Initiative,” a new program 
to support up-and-coming artists 
throughout the Pioneer Valley.

The Initiative, in partnership 
with the Northampton Center for 
the Arts, will support ten new art-
ists from area colleges and uni-
versities who intend to pursue a 
career in the visual arts, accord-
ing to a press statement.

“It will  begin with an artists’ 
exhibit at the newly renovat-
ed Northampton Center for the 
Arts in December 2024 and will 
include a $250 stipend provid-
ed by the MCC grant, as well as 

a free two-year membership in 
the Quabbin Art Association,” 
said Quabbin Art Association 
President Richard Guimond. 
“The artists will be selected by art 
department representatives from 
participating educational institu-
tions and will represent ten of the 
best up-and-coming artists in our 
area. The New Artists Initiative, 
along with ongoing QAA exhib-
its, workshops, meetings and 
community events, supports the 
goal of QAA to promote the arts 
throughout the Pioneer Valley.”

Quabbin Art Association receives 
Massachusetts Cultural Council Grant

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Belchertown Sentinel
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BELCHERTOWN – After a 
short losing streak, Belchertown 
boys soccer got back in the win 
column with three straight wins. 
The Orioles defeated Minnechaug 
2-0 last Wednesday afternoon 

thanks to goals from Tanner 
Lockwood and Ian McDonald. 
The Orioles  a lso  defeated 
Northampton and Amherst and 
are now 8-5-3 heading into the 
Western Mass. playoffs.

BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

L U D L O W — B a c k  i n 
September, the Belchertown girls 
varsity soccer team celebrated 
a 3-1 home win versus Coombs 
Division rival Ludlow.

When the two neighboring high 
schools faced each other for a 
second time this fall at historic 
Lusitano Stadium in Ludlow last 
Tuesday afternoon, the contest 
ended in a 1-1 draw. 

It was the seventh tie of the reg-
ular season for the Lady Lions.

“I’ve never had a season either 
as a player or as a coach where 
we’ve had so many ties,” said 
first-year Ludlow head coach 
Amanda Nacsin. “We do play a 
very difficult schedule and I’m 
very proud of my players.”

Before becoming the varsity 
soccer coach, Nacsin, who grad-
uated from Ludlow High School, 
had coached the Lady Lions j.v. 
team for several years. 

The Lady Lions, who entered 
the Western Mass. Class A tour-
nament with a 3-6-7 overall 
record, finished in fourth place in 
the league standings with a 2-4-6 
mark. They finished the regu-
lar season with 13-1 non-league 
home win over Chicopee two 
days later.  

The Lady Orioles (7-4-3, 6-3-
3), who finished in third place in 
the league standings, were sched-
uled to play a couple of non-
league games before taking part 
in the Western Mass. Class B. 
tournament.

“All of our league games are 
hard fought battles. Most of the 
scores are 1-0 or 2-1. There aren’t 
very many 8-0 final scores in our 

league,” said Belchertown head 
coach Kyle Thibeault. “These 
types of games help you prepare 
for the postseason tournament.”   

Both teams will also be play-
ing in the state tournament, which 

starts next week.  
Ludlow, who was ranked 17th 

in the MIAA Division 2 power 
rankings, had several scoring 

Orioles take big league 
game from Ludlow

Belchertown boys right 
ship with pair of wins

Rams conclude regular season with pair of wins

GRANBY – Last 
week, Granby boys 
soccer had their final 
three games of the reg-
ular season, defeating 
Southwick and Gateway 
while tying Greenfield 
2-2. The Rams finished 
the regular season with 
an impressive 10-1-5 
record for the regu-
lar season. The Rams 
should be included in 
the Western Mass. tour-
nament. Seeds were 
released after press 
time.

Benjamin Berger sends the free kick away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

LEFT:  Brandon Carillon reaches out 
to steal the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Jillian DeBarge dives for a save.

Allison Morris goes after the ball. Briana Haley chases down the ball.

Monadnock 
releases 2024 
schedule

WINCHESTER, N.H. – 
Monadnock Speedway and 
JDV Productions announced 
this evening the full 2024 event 
schedule for the Winchester, 
New Hampshire oval. 

The schedule begins with 
the JDV Open on Saturday, 
April 20, 2024 and ends with 
the return of the Winchester 
Fair event on Saturday, Sept. 
21. The schedule includes 20 
events spanning from April 
through September, including 
house divisions, touring series 
dates, special events and more.

The  NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour will return to 
Monadnock Speedway for 
three dates in 2024: the third 
annual Granite State Derby on 
May 4, the third annual Duel 
at the Dog on July 20 and the 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
Trevor Weiss socks a pass away ahead of pressure.

Ian McDonald starts a move up the 
field.

Joshua Misiaszek heads up the 
field.

Riley Goodhind clears the ball up the field.

Cole Fuller plays the ball off his 
head.

Please see GIRLS, page 12

Please see RACE, page 12
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❚ SPORTS 

Orioles girls volleyball raise money for cancer

BELCHERTOWN 
– On Friday, Oct. 
13, the Belchertown 
and Ware girls vol-
leyball teams played 
their annual “Spike 
It For Life” game. 
The Orioles took the 
win in the matchup 
as proceeds from the 
event were donated 
for cancer research.Bethany Lavoie squares up a bump.

RIGHT: Melina David returns a hit.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY W
WW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Christina Santiago sends a spike down.

chances during the first 25 min-
utes of the contest. 

Belchertown junior starting 
goalie Jillian DeBarge made 
a diving save on a shot attempt 
by freshman Valentina Molinari 
during the 15th minute. Another 
shot by Molinari deflected off the 
post.

DeBarge also made saves on 
shots by senior’s Emma Ellis and 
Elizabeth Braz.  

The Lady Orioles, who are 
ranked eighth in the Division 3 
power rankings, also had a cou-
ple of scoring chances before tak-
ing a 1-0 lead with four minutes 
remaining in the opening half. 

The unassisted goal was scored 
by sophomore Morghan Litz, 
whose shot attempt deflected off 
the left post before crossing over 
the goal line. It was Litz’s fourth 
goal of the regular season.

Despite holding a 1-0 halftime 
lead, Thibeault wasn’t very happy 
with how his team performed 
during the first 40 minutes of the 
contest.

“We held a 1-0 lead at halftime, 
but we didn’t play very well in the 
first half,” Thibeault said. “We did 
have several other scoring chanc-
es in the first half.”           

DeBarge was replaced by 
senior Michaela Dubey at half-
time. 

During the second half, Ludlow 
junior’s Calleigh Foley, and 
Mia Carvalho, who are starting 
defenders, managed to break up 
two scoring chances by the Lady 
Orioles.

“Our defense plays wel l 
in every game,” Nacsin said. 
“Calleigh and Mia are very reli-
able players back there. They 
communicate very well, and they 
always do everything that I ask 
them to do. They just keep getting 
better and better in every game.”   

The other two Lady Lions 
starting defenders are senior 
Emma Ellis and freshman Payton 
Dersarkisian. 

Ludlow also used two goal-

keepers.
Sophomore Kacie Klimek, who 

was the Lady Lions starting goal-
ie, was replaced in goal by fresh-
man Madelyn Riley at the start of 
the second half.

“Both of them are excellent 
young goalkeepers,” Nacsin said. 
“They work very hard, and they 
deserve playing time. They sup-
port each other very well.” 

Eight minutes into the sec-
ond half, Ludlow junior Ryleigh 
Remillard dribbled the ball down 
the right sideline. After weaving 
around a defender, Remillard 
poked a shot into the net tying the 
score at 1-1. 

It was Remillard’s first goal of 
the season and the second of her 
varsity career.

GIRLS from page 11

“We’ve been down 1-0 a couple of times 
in the past and we always battle back,” 
Nacsin said. “It was awesome to see 
Ryleigh score her first goal of the season.”   

Riley made a couple of outstanding saves 
which prevented Belchertown from retaking 
the lead. 

With less than two minutes remaining 
in regulation, Belchertown senior captain 
Madysen LePage blasted a shot off that 
crossbar. The ball went straight down and 
landed on the line. 

The Lady Orioles supporters sitting in the 
bleachers thought it should’ve been ruled a 
goal, but the referee didn’t see it that way.

“I really didn’t see it very well from my 
angle,” Thibeault said. “The referee said it 
wasn’t a goal, but we did have several other 
scoring opportunities.” 

It was the final meeting of the season 
between the two girls’ soccer teams and 
they won’t be playing anymore ties during 
the postseason tournament.  

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
 WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Mattingly Marques plays the ball off her knee.

Brooke Burrows gets a header ahead of an opponent.

second annual Winchester Fair 
on Sept. 21. 

The first competition laps 
on the brand new track pave-
ment will be on April 20 with 
Monadnock’s house divi-
sions in action. The Mad Dog 
Modifieds, Super Streets, 
Mini Stocks, Pure Stocks, 
Six Shooters and Mad Pups 
will be racing. The Mad Dog 
Modifieds were previously 
named NHSTRA Modifieds, 
while the Super Streets were 
previously NHSTRA Late 
Models and the Young Guns 
have been renamed to the Mad 
Pups.

The house divisions will 
each have special events 
throughout the year - head-
lined by a Triple Crown 
Series, a Monadnock Salutes 
Pure Stock special (May 18), 
15th annual Firecracker 100 
(June 29), the inaugural Six 
Shooters Showdown (July 13), 
Mini Stock Meet (August 3), 
Mad Dog Masters Challenge 
(August 10) and Super Street 
Summer Shootout (August 
17). 

A full 2024 Monadnock 
e v e n t  s c h e d u l e  c a n 
b e  f o u n d  b y  v i s i t i n g 
MonadnockSpeedway.com 
and JDVProductions.com.

“We’re excited to work with 
the great teams that make up 
the Monadnock Speedway 
house divisions, multiple tour-
ing series divisions and others 
to be sure the 2024 season at 
Monadnock is one to remem-
ber,” Josh Vanada, owner of 
JDV Productions, said. “Our 
team will look forward to 
releasing more and more infor-
mation as the season draws 
closer. The new pavement 
at Monadnock Speedway is 
going to make the racing better 
than it has ever been and we 
look forward to showcasing it 
to dedicated, loyal race fans in 
2024.”

Additional special events 
during the season will include 
the 53rd annual weekly racing 
opener on May 11, the sec-
ond annual Winchester Open 
Modified 100 for the JDV 
Open Modifieds on June 8, the 
inaugural 350 Super Thunder 
in the Mountains on June 15 
and the 53rd annual champi-
onship Saturday on September 
14, where all house division 
champions will be crowned.

The only two-day show of 
the season will be the finale 
weekend on September 20 and 
21. On Friday night, Sept. 20, 
a new winners night for house 
divisions will require drivers 
who enter the races to have 
never won a Monadnock event 
before in that division. The 
season officially concludes on 
Sept. 21, with the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour’s 
Winchester Fair and more.

For touring series classes, 
on top of the Whelen Modified 
Tour in town three times, the 
NEMA Midgets will visit 
once, the NEMA Lites three 
times, the Evolve Pro Truck 
Challenge twice and the 
Pro 4 Modifieds five times. 
Additional touring series divi-
sions include the R&R Street 
Stock Open, Little Webb’s 
Super Series and the Senior 
Tour Auto Racers.

Open Late Models, Open 
Mini Stock, Big Wheel events 
and more are also on the cal-
endar. JDV Productions and 
Monadnock Speedway will 
release additional information 
throughout the winter months 
about the 2024 racing season.

RACE from page 12
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Cambridge 
half-marathon 
registration 
open

C A M B R I D G E  – 
Registration is open for the 
Cambridge Half Marathon 
and 5K at CambridgeSide. 
The races are scheduled for 
Sunday, Nov. 5 (race begins 
7 a.m. EST) on a gorgeous 
new course with views of the 
Charles River along Memorial 
Drive.

T h e  C a m b r i d g e  H a l f 
Marathon is a 13.1 mile fast 
and flat course featuring 
views of the MIT, John W. 
Weeks Footbridge, Harvard 
University  Stadium, Charles 
River and more. The new 5K 
race also offers scenic views 
alongside the Charles River. 
Both courses are USATF cer-
tified and start and finish at 
CambridgeSide.

Race registration includes 
quarter zip pull over (half 
marathon participants) or 
long sleeve shirt (5K partic-
ipants), five complimentary 
CambridgeSide parking pass-
es, training plan, race bib with 
timing chip, and finishing 
medal. Register for both races 
at CambridgeSide.com.

Cambridge Half Marathon 
and 5K at CambridgeSide 
r a c e  p r o c e e d s  b e n e -
fi t  Cambridge Camping 
( C a m b r i d g e C a m p i n g .
org), City of Cambridge 
S c h o l a r s h i p  F u n d 
(Cambridgema.gov/Services/
CityScholarship)   as well 
as other local charit ies. 
Cambridge Half Marathon 
and 5K is sponsored by 
Canam Group Inc. and train-
ing sponsor MYSTRYDE. 

  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

Lic. # 809640 www.LittleFriends39.com

Caring for Children 12mos. - Grade 3
Full day, before and after school programs
and a morning preschool program offered

413-323-8447

We
HaveOpeningsCaring for Children 1 year up to 9 years

Full day, before and after school programs

Lic. # 809640  •  www.LittleFriends39.com

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) 
Belchertown

413-323-8447

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

 www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

$1499
/each

Sellars®  Tool Box® 
Blue Shop Towels 
6 Pack of 
55 Towel Rolls

SAVE
19%

❚ SPORTS 

WILKES-BARRE, PA – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (1-3-0-
0) put forth a strong effort, but 
could not come away victori-
ous, falling to the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Penguins (2-2-0-0) by 
a score of 3-1 at Mohegan Sun 
Arena at Casey Plaza. 

Vadim Zherenko got the start 
between the pipes for Springfield 
and had a terrific game, stopping 
33 shots on 35 Penguin attempts. 
On the other end, Joel Blomqvist 
got the start for the Penguins and 
picked up his first AHL win with 
31 stops.

It was a special night even 
before the onset of the game for 
the Bitten family, as Sam Bitten 

took the ice for his AHL debut 
alongside his older brother Will, 
marking the first time in 
T-Birds history that a 
pair of broth-
ers skated as 
S p r i n g f i e l d 
t e a m m a t e s . 
U n l i k e  t h e 
other  games the 
Thunderbirds have 
had this season, the 
first period did not bring any 
goals and the two teams remained 
scoreless heading to their dress-
ing rooms. Zherenko was the 
much busier goaltender during the 
first period, as he denied all 14 
Penguins shots sent his way. 

At the 1:35 mark of the sec-
ond frame, Wilkes-Barre got 

on the board first. Forward 
Vi n n i e  H i n o s t r o z a 

b roke  beh ind 
t h e  T- B i r d s 
defense, took a 

stretch feed from 
Rem Pitlick, and 
scored on a back-
hand deke that snuck 

past Zherenko. 
The score did not remain 1-0 

for long, as Adam Gaudette con-
tinued his red-hot start to the 
season with a stroke of luck. An 
innocent clearing attempt around 
the boards instead saw the puck 
skitter to the edge of the crease. 

After linemate Nathan Walker 
spotted the loose puck, he was 
stopped by Blomqvist on the 
initial chance, but the hulking 
Gaudette slammed the rebound 
home to tie the game up at 1-1 at 
the 3:18 mark of the period. 

As the game hit its midpoint, 
Wilkes-Barre forward Jansen 
Harkins broke away from the 
pack and went in on a break-
away with a chance to restore 
the Penguin lead, but Zherenko 
was up to the challenge and made 
the stop with the left leg. Later 
on in the period, T-Birds had a 
great chance to go up a goal with 

Thunderbirds drop decision to Penguins

BELCHERTOWN BOYS RIGHT SHIP WITH PAIR OF WINS

Jack Sullivan gets a big header. Esat Cayan corrals the ball. Nathan Marino sends a touch up the field.

Please see T-BIRDS, page 19
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Male children
  5. Robert Wagner 

series “Hart to 
__”

  9. Unfolded
11. Digestive disease
13. Wednesday
15. Malignant tumor
16. Conscientious 

investment strat-
egy (abbr.)

17. Slowed
19. Letter of the 

Semitic abjads
21. Weights of cars 

without fuel
22. Former CIA
23. Asian country
25. Instead
26. Ancient Egyptian 

King
27. Privies
29. Shopping trips
31. Paradoxical 

anecdote

33. It’s on the table
34. Ancient Persia 

ruler
36. Small American 

rail
38. File extension
39. Days (Spanish)
41. Everyone has 

one
43. South American 

plant
44. About ilium
46. Vanished Amer-

ican hoopster 
Bison

48. A type of break-
fast

52. Uncooked
53. Examined
54. Christian recluse
56. Strong posts
57. Some are for 

pasta
58. Skinny
59. School-based 

organizations

CLUES DOWN
  1. Ringlet
  2. Type of complex
  3. Midway be-

tween north and 
northwest

  4. It becomes 
something 
bigger

  5. German courte-
sy title

  6. Genus of birds
  7. Marked by pub-

lic disorder
  8. Least aggres-

sive
  9. Russian city
10. Insect repellent
11. Interruptions
12. Scoundrels
14. 1,000 calories
15. What one does 

overnight
18. Dwarf planet
20. Pipe
24. Black powdery 

substance
26. Set of four
28. Canned fishes
30. North Carolina 

college
32. Secured
34. A disgraceful 

event
35. Physical suf-

fering
37. The home of the 

free
38. Some are boys
40. Satisfy
42. Makes very 

happy
43. South American 

plants
45. Modes of trans-

portation
47. Female sheep
49. Type of torch
50. Piece of mer-

chandise
51. Jump over
55. Wife of Amun

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

❚ OBITUARIES 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Theresa L. (Cyr) Gelineau
BELCHERTOWN - Theresa L. (Cyr) Gelineau, 85, 

passed away on Oct. 15, 2023, at Baystate Medical 
Center. She was born September 
30, 1938, in Concord, Vt., 
to William E. and Juliette F. 
(Moran) Cyr. Theresa was raised 
in Holyoke and as a child spent 
many summers with her beloved 
grandmother at the family farm 
in the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire. She has lived in 
Belchertown since 1960.

As a youngster, Theresa was a 
talented tap dancer. As an adult 
she loved crafting, traveling, and spending summers 
camping. She was a fabulous cook. She will be deeply 
missed by her husband of 64 years, David Gelineau of 
Belchertown, daughter Ann Marie Pittsley (Tom) of 
Hadley, and son David Gelineau, II (Tobie) of Nevada. 
She also leaves a sister, Carol Russell of Granby, the 
mother of David’s children, Maria Gutierrez, and three 
grandchildren, Bettina, Aaron (Brittany) and Rebecca, 
and her fur-baby, Mr. Fluff the cat.

Calling hours will be held at Beers & Story 
Belchertown Funeral Home, on Oct. 30, 2023, from 
10-11 a.m. followed by a service at 11 a.m. The burial 
will be at South Cemetery. Theresa loved animals and 
there was always a family pet in the home. Please con-
sider making a donation in her memory to BARC, P.O. 
Box 161, Belchertown, MA 01007 or by visiting barc-
friends.com.

For more information visit beersandstory.com.

BELCHERTOWN - Robert “Bob” L. 
Methot passed away on his 82nd birth-
day, Oct. 17, 2023, succumbing to several 
debilitating diseases. He was born Oct. 
17, 1941, in Ludlow and lived in Indian 
Orchard, Springfield, and Belchertown 
for the last 50 years. He graduated from 
Springfield Trade High. He is survived by 
his wife of 61 years, Kathleen “Kathy” 
(LeDuc) Methot and his sons, Tony Methot 
(Michelle) and Mike “Whitey” (Michele) 
Methot. He was predeceased by his son, 
Gary, in 2010 along with his parents and 
stepparents; mother, Anna (Scyocurka) 
Gray, stepfather, Lewis Gray, and his father 
Louis Adrian Methot. He leaves grandchil-
dren, Alyssa (Zach), Ashely, Hunter, and 
Lexi, and great grandchildren Hudson and 
Savannah as well as sister, Sue Angelini, 
several nieces and nephews and his brother-
in-law, Dom Angelini.

He was an avid sportsman belonging to 
several sportsmen’s clubs. It started at an 
early age hunting with his stepfather in 
Maine and locally. Later, he and friends 
Ernie and John were sports buddies for 
a long time. In fact, Bob holds the state 
record for walleye pike in Quabbin in 
1973 and the record still stands. As his 
sons became of age, they hunted and fished 
together, especially in Vermont and Rhode 
Island where he kept his boat. Fished a lot 
off of Watch Hill light, where his son Tony 
was the keeper for some years. His recent 
hobbies included feeding all kinds of birds, 
especially hummingbirds, and watching 
wildlife passing through the yard.

He was employed for  10 years 
at Monsanto. When they moved to 
Belchertown, he became a part-time 
police officer in the early 70’s and worked 
at the Belchertown State School until it 
closed. He then worked at Monson State 
School until he retired in 2005. He worked 
some part time jobs for a while and then 
did some traveling. They took cruises to 
Bermuda and Alaska and visited Oregon, 
Washington, British Columbia, and 
Canada.

Visitation was Tuesday, Oct. 24 from 
5-7 p.m. at the Beers & Story Belchertown 
Funeral Home with a funeral service that 
was on Wednesday, Oct. 25 at 10 a.m. in 
the funeral home. Burial will follow in 
Lake Vale Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made in his memory 
to either Shriner’s Hosptial or St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital.

Please visit beersandstory.com.

Robert “Bob” L. Methot

BELCHERTOWN - Anne R. O’Seep, 
99, of Belchertown, passed away Oct. 13, 
2023. Born August 7, 1924, to the late 
Methody and Vera O’Seep, Anne spent 
her retirement years at the family home in 
Belchertown.

After her graduation, she worked as an 
Administrative Assistant at Pratt-Whitney 
in Hartford, Conn., and for Rathbone 
Precision Metals in Palmer.

Anne loved cats and cared for many of 
the barn cats, as well as her own house 
cats. She was a car lover and always want-
ed to know what kind of car you were driv-
ing, the color, and all the bells and whistles 
it had. She enjoyed looking at the latest 
models even after she was no longer driv-
ing. Anne was very proud of her first car, 
a 1953 Chevy, as well as her black 1967 

Chrysler 300 with red leather interior.
Anne was predeceased by her parents 

and five brothers. She is survived by her 
sister, Helen O’Seep McConnell, as well as 
many nieces and nephews and dear close 
friends and neighbors.

The family would like to thank the staff 
at Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Care 
Center of West Brookfield and Compassus 
Hospice for their compassionate and good 
care while Anne was at their facility.

Services are being held privately by the 
family. For those wishing, contributions 
in Anne’s memory can be made to Clapp 
Memorial Library in Belchertown or a local 
animal shelter of your choice.

Please visit beersandstory.com to extend 
online condolences.

Anne R. O’Seep

they’ve got their own website.”
There is also an accessibility function on 

the page which allows users to be able to 
change the contrast of the images, the text 
size and font. 

“With AudioEye and our website plat-
form, you will be at the current level of 
accessibility requirements,” he said. “It’s 
going to be constantly remediating and 
validating your site content to ensure it’s at 
that level.”

He added that the platform can align 
with the town’s personality and design 
goals. 

Following the presentation, Selectboard 
member Lesa Lessard Pearson asked if 
there was a way the pages could be vetted 
before being published. 

Wheeler said there were two methods to 
do that.

She also asked if there was an ability to 
track changes. Wheeler said no, but there is 
an ability to create versions of a page.

Selectboard member Ron Aponte asked 
if the website would be mobile-ready.

“We went over this, that was one of 
the priorities [of the Communications 
Committee],” he said. 

The platform has responsive design that 
would reorder the page, allowing it to be 
used on a mobile device or a tablet. 

Lessard Pearson asked if the town would 
need to create an entirely new website or 
would information from the old one be 
transferred to the new.

Wheeler said the work would be includ-
ed in the scope for the project of creating a 
new website. 

“We migrate your content over to the 
new platform and we do it by hand,” he 
said. “Our staff touch every document, 
image, and page and rebuild it from 
scratch. That’s going to help ensure that 
it meets the highest standard and that it’s 
ADA compliant.”

Training is also included in the scope of 
the project.

They will also be working with boards 
and committees to assign responsibilities 
for pages on the website.

Selectboard Chair Ed Boscher said he 
wanted to remind the board that in its 
major goals and objectives, there was an 
item to improve transparency and commu-
nication within the town.

“We just have one final approval with 
this board to actually knock that objective 
out of the ballpark,” he said.

WEBSITE from page 1

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Theresa L. (Cyr) Gelineau
Died October 15, 2023

Funeral October 30, 2023

Robert “Bob” L. Methot 
Died October 17, 2023

Anne R. O’Seep
Died October 13, 2023

DEATH NOTICES
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Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031

413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM, Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

The Co-op has a staff of about
20 customer-focused people
who are ready to help you.

ANTIQUE GREEN
BOTTLE
HUMMINGBIRD 
FEEDER

FENCING

NURSERY CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR

CO-OP
MORE THAN YOUR AVERAGE FARM & GARDEN STORE!

ESTABLISHED 1914
98 YEARS 2012

www.hardwickfarmers.net

Sale prices good thru 6/14/12
    (while supplies last)

PET FOOD

 BIRD

ANTIQUE GREEN

PET SUPPLIESPET SUPPLIES

14 GAUGE
ELECTRIC
FENCE WIRE

  reg. $3999

#69602200

1/4 mile roll

TASTE OF THE WILD
DOG FOOD
High Prairie 30# 

 reg. $4599 
#074198609642

HOT SHOT
INDOOR FOGGER
3 pk
#071121201379  reg. $999 

ALL FLEA & TICK PRODUCTS

KEEP YOUR PET HEALTHY
Prevent flea and tick infestation 
Fleas can cause itching, 
flea allergy dermatitis, or 
tapeworms. Ticks can cause 
Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever or tick paralysis.

NATURE’S WAY
LAWN FOOD
4,000sq/ft bag 
#86410400

  reg. $2299

 reg. $1999

#077625810826

999

ALL MENS CLOTHING

June 16, 2PM - Seminar – COMPOSTING 101 – Call in advance to reserve a seat

Open: Mon-Fri 7AM-6PM, 
Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

Let our knowledgeable staff help with your farm/garden needs

Since 1914

GREAT 
NEW FALL & 

WINTER WORK 
CLOTHING
Arriving Daily
from Carhartt,

Dickies

GARDEN
TOOLS FOR 
YOUR FALL 
CLEAN UP

WARM 
SOCKS,
GLOVES,

HATS

LODGE
CAST IRON
COOKWARE

LOCAL CHEESE, 
HONEY, MAPLE SYRUP 

ALONG WITH 
OTHER LOCAL FOOD & 
BEVERAGE CHOICES

LARGE 
SELECTION OF

PET 
FEEDS & 
SUPPLIES

FARM TOYS
AND GIFTS
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

WE ARE YOUR FALL “DESTINATION”

Become 
A Member 

& Save 
Today!

communications, and/or social media is highly preferred.
Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023
 

Veterans’ Services Advisory Board (VSAB)
One anticipated At-Large vacancy
VSAB works closely with the town’s Veterans’ Agent on 

issues pertaining to veterans, including Veterans Day and 
Memorial Day ceremonies, war memorials, veterans’ graves, 
or any other related areas of concern.

Deadline:  Oct. 27, 2023
 

Belchertown State School Buildings and Grounds 
Committee

One full-member seat
The committee will advise the town and the Select Board 

on funding opportunities for maintaining and developing 
the remaining State School buildings, as well as advising on 
historical and cultural development opportunities. Expertise 
with real estate/architecture, grant writing, or historical 
experience to strengthen the skill set of the committee is 
highly preferred.

Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023
 

Belchertown Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force
Two community member vacancies
The focus of the Task Force is to develop a Diversity, 

Equity, and Inclusion Statement for the Select Board to 
review and to consider adopting, to seek out opportunities 
to acknowledge and/or celebrate the diversity within the 
community, and to welcome the whole community to join in, 
offering suggestions on how the town addresses specific or 
potential acts of violence, including hate speech, should such 
acts arise in the community, region, or state.

“Efforts should be made to include voices from the 
community or communities that are directly affected,” the 
town released.

Partnership opportunities with surrounding towns 
to strengthen regional or state efforts might also be 
explored.  This is a seven-member committee to include 
a representative from law enforcement, a representative 
from Town Hall, and five community members representing 
diversity in one or more of the following areas: racial and 
ethnic backgrounds, social positions with respect to gender 
identity and sexual orientation, social positions with respect 
to disability, and age groups and prior vocational experiences.

All are encouraged to apply.
Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023
 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Associate Member seat
The ZBA is responsible for hearing and deciding on 

applications for special permits, variances and appeals 
from decisions of the Zoning Enforcement Officer/Building 
Inspector.

Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023

Community Preservation Committee
One at-large seat
The CP Committee studies the community presentation 

needs, possibilities, and resources of the town.
Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023

Council on Aging
One vacancy
Members of the Council on Aging coordinate programs 

and services for the elderly population and oversee the 
Belchertown Senior Center.

Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023

Historic District By-Law Commission
One full-member real estate seat
The Commission has regulatory control over new 

construction, reconstruction, alterations, movements, and 
demolition of all exterior architectural features of buildings 
and structures within the Historic District, which are visible 
from any public street, public way, or public park.

Deadline: Oct. 27, 2023

VACANCIES from page 8

ORLANDO SANTOS, AKA “IZM PRIZM” 
Artwork by Santos

SUBMITTED PHOTOS, QUABBIN ART ASSOCIATION
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK LOIN END CHOPS ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
SPARE RIBS PORK ...............

USDA INSP. $159
lb

SALE DATES: 10/26/23-11/1/23

$179

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
REUBEN POINT CUT 
CORNED BEEF ....................$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS ................
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PACK ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN TRUE TIDES
FROZEN FISH ITEMS ALL VARIETIES

TUNA, SHRIMP, SALMON 10 OZ .. ea

$799
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 16/20 CT 2 LB BAG 

$144
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
DOMESTIC HAM...............$399

lb

$499

BEEF SHORT RIBS lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIB EYE 

STEAKS

$139

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$335

$899
lb

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........
USDA INSP. FROZEN PARTY CUT

CHICKEN WINGS 5 LB BAG ....

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKENS .................. $249
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$466
lb

$799
lb

$888
lb

BY AIMEE M. HENDERSON 
Correspondent

AMHERST - Reflecting back 
on the past 60 years of serving the 
community’s home heating needs, 
Ben Surner says he’s grateful that 
people believed in him at such 
a young age. At just 22 years 
old, Ben Surner started what is 
now known as Surner Heating 
Company, owned today by his 
daughter, Susan Surner. 

It all started on Sept. 3, 1963, 
when Mr. Surner made his first 
delivery of oil to a customer on 
South Pleasant St. in Amherst at 
the rate of $0.11 per gallon. The 
business at the time was called 
College Oil Company. 

Growing up in Framingham 
and attending a vocational high 
school, Mr. Surner said he took 
up auto mechanics. He started 
driving an oil truck at 19 years 
old for another company, and in 
1963, came to Amherst where he 
met his business partner Steve 
Fellers. Their friendship and part-
nership formed in just a 20-min-
ute meeting and is still going 
strong today. The two went into 
business together, owning a gas 
station called College Sunoco 
Station. It was shortly after that 
when Mr. Surner started the oil 
business.

For $250, he bought a 1946 
GMC truck, had it towed to 
Amherst, and spent the summer 
getting it road ready. He gave up 
the gas station in 1964, but con-
tinued to build the oil company.

In July 1964, Surner bought 
property in Belchertown where 

the storage facility and Dwight 
Station is located. The business 
was then called National Heating 
Company, Inc. The following 
year, in 1965, the two business-
men bought property where the 
business now calls home at 60 
Shumway St. in Amherst, and in 
1968, the current building was 
constructed. In 1985, Surner sold 
National Heating Company, but 
the family didn’t stay out of the 
home-heating business for too 
long. 

In 1991, Mr. Surner’s daugh-
ter, Susan Surner, and Bruce 
Montague restarted the busi-
ness, naming it Surner Heating 
Company and expanding the 
services that were offered. In 
2009, the business expanded its 
service to Franklin County with 
the addition of its second office 
in Greenfield. Then in 2013, the 
company began offering propane 
delivers and service. A couple 
years later, a bulk propane facili-
ty with two 30,000 underground 
propane storage tanks was built 

to ensure there was a plentiful 
supply of propane, according to 
the business.

Susan took full ownership of 
the business in 2021, and the 
company was officially desig-
nated a State of Massachusetts 
Women-Owned Business. Today, 
a third generation is working at 
Surner, with Mr. Surner’s grand-
son now on the payroll. 

Three generations later, Surner 
has become a trusted name in 
the community, and Susan said 
family is the foundation of their 
business, adding that she is happy 
to support the community in mul-
tiple ways through donations in 
Hampshire and Franklin counties, 
as well as supporting the Cancer 
Connection marathon. 

“We live and work in these 
communities,” she said. “Our cus-
tomers are important to us. We 
care about our customers, and 
that’s why people trust us.” 

To learn more about Surner 
Heating Company, visit surner-
heat.com.

❚ BUSINESS 

PHOTOS BY AIMEE M. HENDERSON 
Ben Surner stands next to the framed tickets from his first delivery from 1963. 

Surner celebrates 60 years of business

Susan Surner, owner of Surner Heating Co., Inc., stands with her father, Ben, who started the business in 1963. 

“We live and work in 
these communities. 
Our customers are 
important to us. 
We care about our 
customers, and 
that’s why people 
trust us.” 

SUSAN SURMER,
Surner Heating

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Sentinel
www.sentinel.turley.com

sentinel@turley.com  •  413.283.8393

Your Community Newspaper
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November 5, 2023 • 11am - 3 pm
MassMutual Center • Springfi eld, MA

Th e Western New England Fallg

Bridal Show
Don’t Miss the Area’s Largest One Day Bridal Event Featuring 

Th e Finest Wedding Service Providers in the Area!

Exhibitor Opportunities Available, Call (413) 737-7555

• Surprises and Giveaways
• Food and Cake Samples

• Bridal Goodie Bags  
• Live Music

Check out all the details on the web:
www.cjcevents.com

E hibi OO

Tickets are $8.00 in advance, $10.00 at the door

Preregister Online for a CJC Events Goodie Bag 

First 100 Brides
Th rough Th e Door

Receive
FREE

Wedding Bands

Turley_WNEBSF23ad..indd   1Turley_WNEBSF23ad..indd   1 10/22/2023   2:59:56 PM10/22/2023   2:59:56 PM

session earlier this month about the initiative to staff within 
the schools, explaining how the program works and what 
schools can expect going forward.

Belchertown Superintendent Brian Cameron notified par-
ents in a district-wide communication. 

“We know that students sometimes experience adverse 
events outside of school that follow them to school, impact-
ing how they learn in school as well as how they interact 
with their teachers and other students,” he said. “While 
educators know this can be the case at any time for any stu-
dent, the Handle With Care program gives educators a better 
chance at helping a child navigate school after a traumatic 
experience.”

Designed to be confidential, the communication from 
police is sent to the superintendent and only includes the 
child’s name, age, school, and the message “Handle With 
Care.” No other personal

information is shared, nor are any details about the emer-
gency the child witnessed. 

Belchertown Police Chief Kevin Pacunas said when he 
learned the CAC was leading the effort to start a Handle 
With Care program in the region, he immediately knew he 
wanted Belchertown to participate.

“Officers responding to emergency scenes where children 
are present want to do something to make a traumatic event a 
little easier for those children,” Chief Pacunas said. “Giving 
schools this heads up is one way to make that happen.”

Northwestern District Attorney David E. Sullivan said 
he first learned of the Handle With Care programs growing 
around the country at presentations at the annual National 
Prescription Drug and Heroin Summit, where it was featured 
as an example of an effective trauma-responsive initiative in 
the opioid overdose epidemic.

“I know the Plymouth County DA’s office has taken 
the lead in this initiative for many years, which is why we 
brought Ed Jacoubs, a former staff member, to our office this 
summer to meet with local schools,” said DA Sullivan. “I’m 
thrilled that the CAC is working so hard to spread this idea 
to schools in our county.”

INITIATIVE from page 1

Kari Kastango 
swam the entire
410-mile river

SOUTH HADLEY – Resident 
Kari  Kastango has recent-
ly become the first person to 
swim the entire length of the 
Connecticut River.

T h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r 
C o n s e r v a n c y  ( C R C )  h a s 
announced that Board of Trustees 
member and South Hadley resi-
dent Kastango recently completed 
a swim of the 410-mile river, with 
the final stretch of the swim hav-
ing taken place on Oct. 15 at the 
mouth of the Connecticut River in 
Old Lyme, Conn.

Spectators gathered to watch 
and cheer on Kastango; a river-
side celebration followed short-
ly after with speakers including 
Kastango, CRC’s new Executive 
Director Rebecca Todd, and the 
Director of the Friends of the 
Silvio O. Conte National Fish and 
Wildlife Refuge,Markelle Smith.

Kastango’s motivation is to 
“raise awareness for the immense 
significance of the Connecticut 
River, all the efforts taken to 
reverse the river’s historic water 
pollution problems, and the ongo-
ing collective action to keep the 
river clean, healthy, and swimma-
ble for future generations.”

“While Kari had swum in the 
river for a few years prior to 
starting this ambitious endeav-
or, it was in early 2019 that she 
firmly set the goal of swimming 
the entire Connecticut River,” a 
press statement reads. “She swam 
a new section of the river each 
year between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day, with the help of 
her wife, Alison Garvey, a good 
friend, Julie Paradis, fellow 
Connecticut River Conservancy 
Board of Trustees member Tim 
Lewis, and many others who 
would follow her in a kayak, 
canoe, or motor boat for safety 
during each swim.” 

Through challenges related to 
climate, planning logistics, water 
quality, accessibility, and much 
more, Kastango has “accom-
plished this ambitious goal with 
resilience and dedication.”

“Kari is what I consider a true 
adventurer. She was self-fund-
ed, took time off work to trav-
el up and down the watershed, 
providing her own transporta-
tion, housing, and equipment,” 
said Tim Lewis, CRC Board of 
Trustees member and supporter of 
Kastango’s swim. “She even pur-
chased a used Boston Whaler for 
safety in the larger sections of the 
river. It was all on Kari, and she 
deserves a tremendous amount of 
credit for completing this mon-
umental task, and for being the 
first to do so for the Connecticut 
River.”

“The river provided me oppor-
tunities to practice letting go of 
misconceptions of myself, oth-
ers, and of the river, and being in 
the present moment more fully. I 
am extremely grateful to every-
one who has been involved with 
Connecticut River Conservancy 
since its inception. Their per-
sistent efforts and commitment 

through the years made this swim 
possible,” Kastango said.

As a unique symbol of con-
nection with her family ancestry, 
Kastango wore seven Norwegian 
coins around her neck as she 
traversed the entirety of the 
Connecticut River swim journey, 
according to reports. Kastango, a 
resident of South Hadley, began 
her career as a research exercise 
physiologist (UMass, Amherst 
‘89, ‘92) which then led her to 
pursue a Ph.D. in Biostatistics 
(Pitt ‘06).

“With 19 years in the pharma-
ceutical industry, Kari currently 
works as a director of statistical 
operations at a clinical research 
organization in addition to serv-
ing on CRC’s Board. Kari balanc-
es these professional and personal 
commitments through physical 
pursuits that are meditative in 
nature,” a press statement reads.

In addition to a significant per-
sonal achievement, this unique 

swim journey highlights “the 
importance of ongoing commit-
ment to conservation, restoration, 
and advocacy of the Connecticut 
River and tributaries.”

“At the start of Kari’s swim, 
she was not aware of the history 
of pollution in the river, and had 
immense gratitude for the com-
mitment of many organizations 
including state and federal agen-
cies, nonprofits, and volunteers 
who have spent decades work-
ing on watershed-wide strategies 
for cleaner and healthier rivers,” 
the press statement adds. “We 
have come a long way since the 
state of polluted local rivers in 
the 1950’s, which can now be 
enjoyed for swimming, fishing, 
and recreation, and yet there is 
much more still to do in sup-
porting the clean water, healthy 
habitats, and thriving commu-
nities that Connecticut River 
Conservancy and partners strive 
for every day.”

The swim took 84 outings to 
complete, according to reports. 
The longest distance of any one 
swim was 11 miles from the 
Turner Falls Dam to Sunderland.

“That swim only took two 
hours and eight minutes due to a 
river assist resulting from water 
released from the dam a few 
hours prior to the swim start,” a 
press statement reads.

Meanwhile, the longest dura-
tion of any one swim was three 
hours and 50 minutes, a 10.9-mile 
swim from Bloomfield Access to 
Maidstone Bridge Access, swim-
ming in a drysuit.

The longest duration total of 
two swims back-to-back was six 
hours and 10 minutes.

“The Bloomfield Access to 
Maidstone Bridge Access swim 
(swam in a drysuit) on Saturday, 
followed by Sunday’s swim: 
Johns River Ramp to Gilman 
Boat Launch (including a portage, 
also swam in the drysuit).”

The coldest swim was around 
47.5 degrees Farenheit from the 
Rt. 2 Bridge in Lancaster, N.H., 
to Mount Orne Covered Bridge, 
Lunenburg, Vt. on April 29, 2023.

Since 1952, CRC has been “a 
voice for the Connecticut River 
watershed, from source to sea.”

“We collaborate with partners 
across four states to protect and 
advocate for rivers and educate 
and engage communities. We 
bring people together to prevent 
pollution, improve habitat, and 
promote enjoyment of your rivers 
and streams. Healthy rivers sup-
port healthy economies,” the CRC 
released.

To learn more about CRC, or to 
make a contribution to help pro-
tect rivers, visit ctriver.org.

COURTESY PHOTOS, KARI KASTANGO/CONNECTICUT RIVER CONSERVANCY
Kastango swimming.

Resident becomes first to swim length of the Connecticut River

Kari Kastango has become the first person to swim the entire length of the Con-
necticut River.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

TAG SALE
TOOL & GARDEN SALE. 

October 27th & 28th, 9am to 
4pm each day. 359 Stafford 
Rd., Wintergarden Farm, Mon-
son, Mass. Chain saws, weed 
whackers, mechanics and carpenter 
tools, garden tools, yard tools, fishing 
equipment, old fruit & vegetable bas-
kets, milk crates and more. We have 
lots to dig through.

YARD SALE: OCT. 28TH, 9am-
2pm. 65 Beaver Lake Rd., Ware. 
Furniture, tools, housewares, books. 
No early birds. Rain date: Sunday, Oct. 
29th.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

ELECTRICIAN
CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini 
splits, EV chargers, smoke detection. 
Fully insured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 
413-210-9140.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs,  stone and  BBB ap-
proved Vinyl Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

AKC REGISTERED MINIATURE 
SCHNAUZER. Salt & pepper, 2 
males. Vet checked, first shot. Ready 
now $1200. 413-596-8190.

BRIMFIELD UCC P/T PIANIST/
ORGANIST. Sunday church ser-
vices, choir rehearsals, special ser-
vices. $12,000 annual salary, paid va-
cation, additionl benefits. Send resume 
to brimfielducc@gmail.com

EXPERIENCED ROOFER wanted. 
Part-time, must have own transpora-
tion. Call 413-967-6679.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & 
CARE is looking for mature, responsi-
ble adults with own transportation, ex-
perience and references for a house-
keeping position. Hours 7:30- 2:30. 
Call Nancy today (413)267-4297.

SEWING MACHINE
 OPERATORS

Experience preferred: basic math skills 
a plus. Immediate openings, first shift, 
flexible hours. Inquire at The Nixon 
Company, 161 Main St., Indian 
Orchard. Contact: 413-543-
3701 or info@NixonAwards.
com

THE TOWN OF WEST BROOK-
FIELD is looking for part-time plow 
drivers. This is an on-call position. 
Must have a valid, clean MA Driver’s 
License and a DOT physical car. Pay 
rate $20.41/hour or $23.38/hour with a 
Class B License with air brakes. Snow 
plowing experience is preferred but  not 
required. Please contact: Jim Daley, 
508-867-1417 or via email jda-
ley@wbrookfield.com. The Town 
of West Brookfield is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer and values diversity at 
all levels of the workforce. EOE

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD 
INTERIM HIGHWAY 
SUPERINTENDENT 

Brookfield is seeking a full time Interim 
Highway Superintendent.  Applicants 
may be considered for permanent 
position. Full job description and ap-
plication details at brookfieldma.us   
Deadline to apply is November 1.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WEST WARREN: 1 BR., off street 
parking, first and last required. 774-
922-0529.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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TOWN OF 
BELCHERTOWN
REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS (RFP)
SALE OR LEASE OF 

6 BERKSHIRE AVENUE 
AND 

8 BERKSHIRE AVENUE,
BELCHERTOWN 

MASSACHUSETTS
The Town of Belchertown 

(the “Town”) is seeking pro-
posals to sale or lease (for 
a term of up to ninety-nine 
(99) years) the following two 
(2) parcels of Town-owned 
property (individually or 
together, the “Property”): (a) 
the 1.022-acre parcel of land 
with the building and other 
improvements thereon locat-
ed at 6 Berkshire Avenue, 
Belchertown, Massachusetts, 
and identified on Assessor’s 
243  as  243A ( the  “6 
Berkshire Property”), and (2) 
the 1.028-acre parcel of land 
with the building and other 
improvements thereon locat-
ed at 8 Berkshire Avenue, 
Belchertown, Massachusetts, 
and identified on Assessor’s 
243 as 244 (the “8 Berkshire 
Property”). Proposers may 
submit proposals for the 
purchase or lease of the 6 
Berkshire Property, the 8 
Berkshire Property, or both, 
provided that a separate pro-
posal is submitted for each 
Property. The property record 
cards are attached as Exhibit 
A and the Assessor’s map is 
attached and incorporated 
into the RFP as Exhibit B, 
which exhibits are incorpo-
rated herein. The Town will 
also consider a lease with an 
option to purchase.

C o p i e s  o f  t h e  f u l l 
Request for Proposals may 
be obtained from the Town 
Administrator’s Office locat-
ed at Finnerty House, 2 
Jabish Street, Belchertown 
MA 01007. Copies may also 
be obtained by contacting 
Steve Williams, the Town 
Administrator, by email at 
swilliams@belchertown.org.

Proposers are advised 
that the deed by which the 
Commonwealth conveyed 
the Property to the Town, 
recorded with the Hampshire 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
5341, Page 34 (the “Deed”), 
states that the Property is to 
be used for those uses set 
forth in the Belchertown 
Economic Development 

Indus t r i a l  Corpora t ion 
Economic Development Plan 
of 1993 (as such plan may be 
changed from time to time, 
the “Plans”).  Attached to and 
incorporated into the RFP as 
Exhibit C are the 1993 Plan, 
the 2001 Plan, the 2009 Plan, 
and the 2014 Plan.  The fol-
lowing is a list of some, but 
not all, of the uses set forth in 
the Plans: offices, commer-
cial, business, light industri-
al, and retail; research, and/
or development, assisted liv-
ing facilities and/or services 
in support thereof; education; 
hospital and/or geriatric cen-
ter; recreation; tourism; and 
other uses that support the 
economic development of 
the Town. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, the Town will 
consider all proposed uses 
of the Property, even if not 
listed on the Plans, and may 
seek all approvals required 
to allow such use. 

A l l  q u e s t i o n s  m u s t 
be submitted in writing 
to Steve Williams, Town 
Administrator, email: swi
lliams@belchertown.org and 
facsimile: (413) 3233-0403, 
and received by the Town 
on or before 3:00 p.m. on 
October 31, 2023.  Questions 
that the Town, in its sole dis-
cretion, deems appropriate for 
a response will be answered 
in writing and sent to all 
proposers on record as hav-
ing requested the RFP.  It is 
the Town’s preference to use 
email to respond to questions 
and to send future addendums 
to potential proposers who 
have provided their contact 
information to the Town.

Proposals must be sent 
or delivered to the Town 
Adminis t ra tor’s  Office , 
Finnerty House, 2 Jabish 
Street, Belchertown MA 
01007on or before 11:00 
a.m. on November 7, 2023, 
at which time and place the 
proposals will be publicly 
opened.  Proposals become 
public information when 
opened.  Late proposals will 
not be considered.   

The successful proposer 
must enter into a purchase 
and sale agreement, substan-
tially similar to the Purchase 
and Sale Agreement attached 
and incorporated into the RFP 
as Exhibit D (the “P&S”), 
within thirty (30) days 
from the date the sale of the 

Property is awarded to the 
proposer. Alternatively, if the 
successful proposer intends 
to lease the Property, the suc-
cessful proposer shall enter 
into an Option to Lease on 
the terms set forth in Exhibit 
E, attached and incorporated 
into the RFP and agree on the 
terms of the Lease Agreement 
(on the terms set forth herein), 
which shall be attached as an 
exhibit to the Option to Lease, 
within forty-five (45) days 
from the date the lease of the 
Property is awarded to the 
proposer. The terms and con-
ditions applicable to the sale 
or lease of the Property are 
more fully set forth in Section 
K and Exhibits D and E of 
the RFP.

No proposer may with-
draw his or her proposal for 
a period of one hundred twen-
ty (120) days after the date 
set for the opening thereof.  
The awarding authority is the 
Belchertown Select Board.

The Town of Belchertown, 
acting through its Select 
Board, reserves the right to 
waive any informality, to 
negotiate sale terms with 
the successful proposer, to 
award the sale or lease of 
the Property to the proposal 
deemed in the best interest of 
the Town, and/or to reject any 
or all proposals if it is in the 
public interest to do so. 
10/19, 10/26/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampshire Probate and 

Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 

Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-8500

Docket No. HS23P0662EA
Estate of:

Catherine Rose Ferenz
Date of Death: 08/21/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by Erik P. Ferenz 
of Langley, WA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Erik P. Ferenz of 
Langley, WA  be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
11/15/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: October 19, 2023

Michael J. Carey
Register of Probate

10/26/2023

Legal Notice
Public Hearing Notice
Pursuant to MGL C. 111, 

sec. 31 the Board of Health 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
November 8, 2023 at 6:45 PM 
in the Select Board meeting 
room Lawrence Memorial 

Hall 2 Jabish Street and 
remote at Board of Health 
November 8, 2023, 6:30-
8:00 PM (America/New_
York)

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. https://meet.
goto.com/664080173

You can also dial in 
using your phone. Access 
Code: 664-080-173 United 
States: +1 (224) 501-3412

Get the app now and be 
ready when your first meet-
ing starts:https://meet.goto.
com/install

To enact  regulat ions 
prohibiting the manufac-
turing, sale and distribution 
of Synthetically Derived 
Cannabinoids and Kratom 
in the Town of Belchertown.  
Copies of the proposed regu-
lations can be obtained at the 
Board of Health office, Room 
105 Lawrence Memorial Hall 
2 Jabish Street Belchertown, 
MA and on-line at https://
www.belchertown.org/health

All interested parties are 
encouraged to participate. If 
you are unable to attend but 
wish to express your views to 
the Board of Health in writ-
ing, please feel free to do so. 

Board of Health P.O. Box 
670 Belchertown, MA 01007
10/26/2023

NOTICE OF AUCTION
S N O W ’ S  S E L F 

STORAGE LLC, will sell 
the contents of the following 
sheds online at www.aarbids.
com. The online sale will end 
on Thursday, November 16, 
2023 at 10 a.m.

Bryan Hornedo – CC3-36
Larry Foote – M29
Jeremiah Dahlke – SP25
Alilcia Griffin – M6
Snow’s  Se l f -S torage 

reserves the right to refuse 
any and all bids, or to can-
cel the auction at any time for 
any reason.
10/26, 11/02/2023

Town of Belchertown
BID #2023-01

SALE OF TOWN OWNED 
SURPLUS VEHICLES/

EQUIPMENT
The Town of Belchertown 

will receive sealed bids 
labeled “SALE OF TOWN 
O W N E D  S U R P L U S 
VEHICLE/EQUIPMENT” 
at the Office of the Select 

Board, Finnerty House, 
One South Main Street, 
P.O. Box 670, Belchertown, 
Massachusetts 01007, until 
2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 2, 2023.  At that 
time all bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.

Bid forms and addition-
al information on the listed 
vehicles/equipment can be 
obtained at the Office of the 
Select Board (413-323-0403) 
or Department of Public 
Works (413-323-0415).  All 
bids must be submitted in a 
sealed envelope.

1 – 1998 Chevrolet GMT 
400 Pickup Truck, Blue (w/
approx. 132,536 miles)

1 – 1998 Chevrolet GMT 
400, Red, w/Dump Body/
Fischer Polycaster Material 
Spreader

(approx. 83,730 miles)
1 – 2004 Ford Ranger 

Pickup Truck, Gray (approx. 
165,678 miles)

1 – 2010 Ford Explorer 
Uti l i ty,  Black (approx. 
145,165 miles)

1  –  1 9 8 6  E a g e r 
Construction Trailer

1 – 1991 Wolf Propane 
Gas Range

1 – Woods Mower (60 +/- 
hours)

1 – Kohler Generator 
C o n t r o l l e r ,  M o d e l  # 
A-283671,

Hercules Engine Model # 
G2300 (60 +/- hours)

1 – DR 3pt Hitch Mounted 
Trimmer/Mower

1  –  C o n c o r d  R o a d 
Equipment Manufacturing, 
CRE960 Truck Mounted 
Material Spreader

1 – Shark STP#352007 
Hot Water Pressure Washer

1 – Wacker, VPG160A 
Vibratory Plate Compactor

The successful bidder(s) 
must pay in full within ten 
(10) days by cashier’s check, 
at which time the vehicles/
equipment will become the 
possession of the success-
ful bidder. The Select Board 
reserves the right to reject 
any and/or all bids and to 
award the contract in the 
best interest of the Town of 
Belchertown. Vehicles are 
offered in “Salvage” or “Parts 
Only” Condition.

Steven J. Williams, 
Town Administrator

10/19, 10/26/2023

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES 

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel

Zachary Bolduc stripping a Penguins defenseman before 
making it a 2-on-1 with Will Bitten. Unfortunately for the 
rookie winger, Blomqvist made the stop, knocking away 
the shot with his blocker, and keeping the score at 1-1. The 
second period would not bring any scoring for both teams, 
as the score remained the same at 1-1 going into the third 
and final period. 

The two teams traded chances to start the third peri-
od, but neither team could convert. It was not until the 

9:03 mark that one of the teams would take the lead. 
The Penguins power play finally cracked its dry spell, as 
Pitlick jabbed a power play goal home after a scramble in 
front of Zherenko’s crease, giving his team the 2-1 lead. 

With 3:01 to go in the game, the T-Birds were given a 
power play thanks to a Wilkes-Barre bench minor for too 
many men on the ice. Walker nearly deadlocked the score, 
but his deflection on a point shot deflected off the cross-
bar and stayed out. Shortly after the power play ended, 
Harkins put the game out of reach with an empty-netter, 
his first goal as a Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguin.

Springfield’s three-game weekend continues as the team 
travels to play Lehigh Valley on Sunday afternoon for a 
3:05 p.m. matchup against the Phantoms. The T-Birds will 
look to avenge their home loss on Friday night against the 
Phantoms and pick up their second win of the season. 

The T-Birds return home to the MassMutual Center next 
Saturday, Oct. 28 for our Ok-T-Bird-Fest game to face off 
against the Providence Bruins for the second time this sea-
son. The puck will drop at 7:05 p.m. at the Thunderdome.  

T-BIRDS from page 13
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
Contractors

(413) 323-6116(413) 323-6116
SCHEDULING SERVICE:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

413-323-9966MA Lic. #11406

www.dfplumbingandmechanical.com

Residential & Commercial
PLUMBING SERVICES

• New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs 
• High Efficiency Gas Boilers

• All Types of Hot Water Heaters 
Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Nov. 4 ........Book of Mormon .......................... $120
Nov. 18 ......Vermont Country Store .............. $79
Dec. 30 ......Moulin Rouge!.............................. $125
Jan. 12-14 ..NYC Weekend ............................... $469
Jan. 27 .......Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations . $99

NYC WEEKEND
January 12-14, 2024

Neighborhood
MarketplaceSUPPORT 

THESE 
HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

Promote
Your Business 

Today!
This space is available

413-283-8393
mmcgarrett@turley.commmcgarrett@turley.com

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE

❚ GRANBY 

GRANBY – October will see plenty of 
Halloween fun at the town’s library.

All library programs are free and open to the 
public; the library is located at 297 East State St., 
Granby.

The Granby Public Library has announced the 
following events:

Halloween Eye Spy
“Take an Eye Spy sheet, then find and count 

the Halloween theme items in our aquarium as 
you go,” the library released. “When you’ve spied 
and counted everything on this sheet, then you 
receive a little Halloween prize.” Eye Spy will run 
through Oct. 31.

Creepy Carrot Design Fun Challenge
“Read the hilarious book ‘Creepy Carrots’ by 

Aaron Reynolds about a rabbit named Jasper 
who ate carrots every chance he could, breakfast, 
lunch, dinner and snacks. The carrots, who are 
portrayed with human characteristics, were fed up 
with it, so they came up with a diabolical plan to 
make him hate them.”

Grab a sheet as part of this activity and see 
“how creepy you can make a carrot look.”

“Just for fun (not a contest) design a creepy 
carrot based on the book and we will put it on dis-
play.” Through Oct. 29.

Not So Spooky Crafts
Saturday, Oct. 28
Give a pumpkin shape a face, make a bat or owl 

magnet, put together a Q-Tip skeleton, and more.
Library hours include: Tuesday, Wednesday, 

and Friday, 10:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m., Thursday, 
10:30 a.m. – 7 p.m., and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 
1:30 p.m.

Call the library at 413-467-3320 for more infor-
mation.

Halloween fun at 
Granby library

AMHERST – Twenty-five bike teams 
from Jewish organizations in Western 
Massachusetts recently participated 
in the Jewish Federation of Western 
Massachusetts’ “Ride to Provide 2023” 
to raise funds.

The event took place at UMass Hillel 
in Amherst, according to a press state-
ment. In total, Ride to Provide 2023 
had approximately 125 participants and 
raised more than $80,000 in registra-
tions, donations to teams, and generous 
sponsors.

“In addition to the fundraising, Ride 
to Provide 2023 celebrated Jewish cul-
ture and gave the Jewish communi-

ty the opportunity to be together and 
be in community and solidarity with 
friends and family in Israel,” a press 
statement reads. “At Ride to Provide 
2023, Federation also launched the Blue 
Ribbons for Israel campaign and had 
blue ribbons available for anyone wish-
ing to send a powerful message of soli-
darity by wearing the ribbon.”

The following is a list of all partic-
ipating bike teams: American Friends 
of Magen David Adom, American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 
B’Yachad Springfield, Congregation 
Beit Ahavah, Congregation Ahavas 
A c h i m ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n  B ’ n a i 

Israel, Congregation B’nai Torah, 
Congregation Sons of Zion, Hebrew 
Free Loan Association of Greater 
Springfield, Jewish Agency for Israel, 
Jewish Community of  Amherst , 
Jewish Family Service of Western 
Massachusetts, Jewish Federation 
of Western Massachusetts, Jewish 
Federations of North America, Lander-
Grinspoon Academy, Lubavitcher 
Yeshiva Academy, New England Jewish 
Academy, Ohel Minyan, Rachel’s 
Table of Western Massachusetts, Sinai 
Temple, Springfield Jewish Community 
Center, Temple Beth El, UMass Hillel, 
and World ORT.

❚ AMHERST 

‘Ride to Provide’ event raises more than $80,000

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Approximately 125 people registered for Ride to Provide 2023, which featured multiple bike route options, a 5K walk/run, and a new option to 
participate as a Virtual Rider. Ride to Provide raised more than $80,000 in registrations, donations to teams, and generous sponsors.


