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Belchertown 4-H Club hosts successful

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN —- The
time for costumes and candy
is here, where things go
bump in the night, and the
stores are filled with candy
corn, skeletons, and the most
delicious pumpkin-flavored
cuisines.

The Belchertown 4-H Club
hosted its annual Trunk-Or-
Treat on the Common over
the weekend, and as always,
it was a great success, bring-
ing in over 400 kids to walk
through, show off their cos-
tumes, and get some candy
as well.

“I think all the people, see-
ing all the people, and some
of the kids you see come
back year after year and you
get to see them grow up, and
its really cool to see them
progress, so to speak,” said
Janet Theroux, who directed
the Trunk-Or-Treat.

The event raised funds for
the 4-H Club and provided a
chance for local businesses
and families to get together

PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Two brothers with their dinosaurs collecting as much candy as they can.

and have fun, as well as sup-
port a worthy non profit that
focuses on the community
and giving once-in-a-lifetime
opportunities.

“4-H is a community pro-

gram that has as many facets
as a diamond, and the whole
goal of 4-H is to learn by
doing so we try to invite the
kids into hands-on experi-
ences to learn. It gives kids

the opportunity, whether geo-
graphically or financially, the
opportunity to do it regard-

Please see TRUNK OR
TREAT, page 11
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CML staff celebrate
banned books

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
idea of banning books is
not a new concept, and for
as long as books have been
published, they have been
banned for their content all
over the world.

Whether the book shares
complex political themes
and ideas, or other more
polarizing topics, banned
books exist, and should still
be read.

A book is banned usually
from schools or other sim-
ilar organizations when its
content is found to be inap-
propriate, controversial,
or offensive. Whatever the
reason, book banning has a

severely negative effect on
authors, so Banned Books
Week was made in order to
encourage people to pick
up these banned books.

In a nod towards stand-
ing up against censorship,
the week of October 5
through 11 was marked as
Banned Books Week, and
libraries and book stories
all over the country cele-
brate this week by making
shelf displays of banned
books, or by hosting events
in order to encourage the
public to read these books.

The Clapp Memorial
Library’s librarians took
turns and time to pick out
their favorite banned book,

Please see BANNED
BOOKS, page 4
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Charlotte Gassidy reading Charlotte’s Web.

SB approves conservation restriction,
discusses opioid funds and health costs

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN - The
Selectboard unanimous-
ly approved a conservation
restriction for 1,100 acres of
forestland and heard updates
on local opioid treatment
funds and municipal health
insurance challenges during
its October meeting.

Kestrel Land Trust
Executive Director Kristin
DeBoer presented a conser-
vation restriction proposal
for land previously owned by
Cowls Lumber. The project
aims to preserve forest and
maintain public access.

“The conservation restric-
tion would ensure that the
forest remaining forest for-
ever, and that there’s always
public access,” DeBoer said

The proposal sparked
discussion about land use,
particularly regarding rec-
reational activities. Board
member Jonathan Ritter
questioned potential restric-
tions on activities like ATV
use. DeBoer acknowledged
these concerns, stating they
would be “happy to work
with the town to find areas
that are more suitable for
ATV use.”

The board ultimately voted
to endorse the conserva-
tion restriction, recognizing
broader environmental ben-
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A map provided by the Kestral Land Trust of the conversation

land.

efits. DeBoer highlighted
these, noting the project’s
potential for “water qual-
ity, wildlife habitat, carbon
sequestration.”

In a separate agenda item,
Gail Gramarossa, chair of

Please see

CONSERVATION, page 5

Varsity boys soccer, youth program
join forces for morning of fun

Submitted by Lisa Stahl
BHS Boys Soccer
Boosters Co-President

BELCHERTOWN - On
Saturday, Oct. 11, the rec-
reation fields at Swift River
Elementary School were full
of excitement.

Over 75 children par-
ticipated in a collabora-
tive effort between the
Belchertown Instructional
Soccer Program and the
Belchertown High School
Boys Soccer Team, as kin-
dergarten, first, and second

grade players were invited
to a soccer clinic led by the
varsity team.

Matt Schiffer, a longtime
Belchertown Recreation
Department employee and
fixture in local youth soccer
for more than 15 years, said,
“Coach Siano and I started
talking about this idea over
the summer. We thought it
would be a great community
event. He has a wonderful
group of boys on the varsi-
ty team this year, many of
whom I have known since
they were young kids play-
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ing in the instructional pro-
gram through the Rec Dept.
Anytime we can bridge the
gap between youth sports
and high school athletics
in Belchertown, it benefits
everyone. It gives the youth
players a fun and learning
experience, and it gives
the high school players an
opportunity to give back to
their community. The Rec
Dept looks forward to con-
tinuing to work with and
support the high school soc-

Please see SOCCER, page 7
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Town to offer support services
for residents attending STM

BELCHERTOWN - The
Town of Belchertown is
pleased to announce that
special services will be
available to assist residents
attending the upcoming
Special Town Meeting on
Monday, October 27, 2025,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. at
Belchertown High School,
142 Springfield Road,
Belchertown.

To support civic participa-
tion among residents of all
ages, both the Belchertown
Recreation Department and
the Belchertown Senior
Center will offer programs
designed to make atten-
dance more convenient for
families and older adults.

Child Care Services:
“Little Voters Lounge”

The Belchertown
Recreation Department
will host the Little Voters
Lounge, a free child care
program designed to sup-
port parents and caregivers
attending the Special Town
Meeting.

Location: Belchertown
High School

Time: 6 p.m. until the
meeting concludes

Ages: 4 to 12 (children
must be able to use the

restroom independently)

Cost: Free for Belcher-
town residents

Children will be super-
vised by high school volun-
teers, many trained through
the Safe Sitter program, and
will participate in crafts,
games, and movies. Parents
are asked to provide a pea-
nut-free snack and a reus-
able water bottle for their
child.

Advance registration
is required, and walk-
ins will not be accepted.
Families may register online
through the Belchertown
Recreation Department at:
https://belchertownma.
myrec.com/info/activities/
program_details.aspx?Pro-
gramID=30132

Transportation Services
for Older Adults

The Belchertown Senior
Center will provide free
round-trip transportation
exclusively for older adults
who wish to attend the
Special Town Meeting.

Service: Round-trip rides
to Belchertown High School

Eligibility: Older adults

Cost: Free

Reservation Deadline:

Wednesday, October 23,
2025

To Reserve: Call 413-
323-0420 ext. 508

This service ensures that
senior residents have a safe
and reliable way to partic-
ipate in the Town’s demo-
cratic process.

Commitment to
Accessibility and Civic
Participation

“These initiatives demon-
strate Belchertown’s com-
mitment to making civic
engagement accessible for
all residents,” said Steve
Williams, Town Manager.
“By offering both super-
vised child care and trans-
portation for older adults,
we are removing barriers
and encouraging greater
community participation in
our Town Meeting.”

Residents are encour-
aged to plan ahead, register
or reserve transportation as
needed, and take part in this
important community event.

For more informa-
tion, please contact the
Belchertown Recreation
Department at 413-323-
0419 or the Belchertown
Senior Center at 413-323-
0420 ext. 508.

BUCC Quilt Show and Sale returns with sewing tag sale

BELCHERTOWN - If
you use a sewing, knitting,
or embroidery needle, or
know anyone who does, you
don’t want to miss this event.
Quilts will be on display in
every corner and over every
pew of the church. The sew-

ing tag sale has all types of
fabrics, yarn, sewing notions,
buttons, and much more.
The dates are Friday, Oct.
24, to Sunday, Oct. 26, for
the show and sale. There is
a $5 entry fee these days.
From Oct. 27 to Nov. 1, the

sewing tag sale continues
with no entry fee. Holiday
shopping for wall hangings,
table runners, and quilts will
be available. The quilt theme
this year is: Blue. For more
information, contact Jane at
413-283-4456.

Graveyard tours in time for Spooky Season

BELCHERTOWN -
Have you ever spent a night
in the graveyard when
Halloween is approach-
ing? The Belchertown
Historical Association is
once again holding Historic
Halloween Graveyard Tours
in the Mount Hope Cemetery.
Inhabitants of the cemetery
that impacted Belchertown’s
history will “come to life”
represented by members of
the community in period
costumes. Tours will start
from the United Church of
Christ parish house led by a
tour guide. Visitors will meet
Belchertown residents from
the 19th century, along with
some occasional spirits, and
lost souls wandering among
the tombstones. The event is
free, donations being collect-

ed toward continued recon-
struction of the Washington
District Schoolhouse. Tours

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Come by for a spooky tour on Sunday evening before Halloween.

will be Sunday, October 26,
from 5 to 7 p.m. This is not a
trick or treat event.

Church seeking donations
for local veterans

BELCHERTOWN - The St.
Francis Church Respect Life
Committee is sponsoring a
collection of items to support
our Belchertown Veterans on
Saturday, Nov. 8 in front of
the St. Francis Parish Center
at 10 Park Street, between
the hours of 9 a.m. to noon.
All items collected will be
available to our Belchertown
Veterans at our local Veterans
Agency Office located at the
Belchertown Senior Center.

The following items, as
well as monetary donations
would be greatly appreciated:

Food - tuna, peanut butter,

spices, vegetable oil, sauc-
es, canned soup, canned fruit
(anything for food shelves)

Hygiene Items - shampoo,
razors, shaving cream, indi-
vidually wrapped toilet paper,
Kleenex, feminine products,
deodorant, bath soap, hand
soap

Cleaning Items - dish
detergent, laundry detergent
(smaller sizes)

Clothing - socks, gloves,
hats, slipper socks

Pet Food - small cans of cat
and dog food

Thank you for your gener-
ous support of our veterans.

Special Town
Meeting
happening
next week

BELCHERTOWN -
Special Town Meeting
will take place Monday,
Oct. 27, beginning at 6:30
p-m., and doors will open
at 6 p.m. It will be locat-
ed inside the Auditorium
of the Belchertown High
School, 142 Springfield
Road. You can find the
Warrants posted on the
Town Website.

Read the Sentinel online at www.sentinel.turley.com
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Under New Management!
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(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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BEANNED BOOK
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Ruthie Sterling has found a deep
appreciation for Anne Frank’s diary.

BANNED BOOKS

from page 1

share why they love that
book, and take a photo with
the book, or books. Here are
their choices and responses:

“l had no idea Moby

Dick by Herman Melville
was a banned book until

recently, but it’s such a

bizarre book | can’t help

but recommend it.”

—Annie Macom

“Why is this book import-
ant? Because everyone
needs the opportunity to
see themselves reflected
in the pages of a book and
it’s also important to learn
about other people’s experi-
ences,” said Director Cyndi
Harberson on her choice,
“Gender Queer” by Maia
Kobabe.

“Miss Charlotte” Cassidy

+§C@€Q)@ roked,
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Marcin Marszalek loves this beloved
John Green novel.

said, “I chose Charlotte’s
Web by E. B. White as my
banned book. It was chal-
lenged in 2006 in Kansas
for the subject of death and
talking animals. I chose
this book because this book
warmly invites
conversation
about a subject
that we shouldn’t

be so quiet about.
(I’'m referring to
the talking ani-

mals of course).”
“I had no idea
Moby Dick by
Herman Melville
was a banned
book until recent-
ly, but it’s such a bizarre
book I can’t help but recom-
mend it,” said Annie Macom.
“There’s rambling whale
lore mixed in with a story
about a monomaniacal cap-
tain and an almost mythical
white whale, some interest-
ing thoughts on Christianity
and morality, and a decent
amount of homoeroticism.
Upon finishing it, Melville
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Jennifer Whitehead loves a book
about a beautiful family.

Ore

ery.

Tegan Mannimo reading some beloved children’s bed time

stories.

wrote, ‘I have written a wick-
ed book and feel as spotless
as the lamb.” Aren’t you curi-
ous why he said that?”

“I’ve always loved
Maurice Sendak’s picture
books. The stories were wild,
fun, and a little bit mischie-
vous. Books like “Where the

Wild Things Are” and “In the
Night Kitchen” have children
on fantastical adventures that
end with everyone safe at
home with their family,” said
Tegan Mannimo.

“I have chosen In Our
Mothers’ House by Patricia
Polacco as my banned book.

Dlrector Cyndl Harberson found her
favorite to be a book on self-discov-

This heartwarming story
teaches readers that being
different doesn’t mean being
wrong. Marmee and Meema
are the loving parents of
three adopted children from
diverse racial backgrounds.
Through her thoughtful sto-
rytelling, Polacco shows that
love makes a family, not
appearances,”’ said Jennifer
Whitehead. “This story not
only allows children to see
themselves reflected in a
book, but also helps other
readers understand that fami-
lies may look different on the
outside, yet share the same
love, values, and connection
on the inside.”

“The Diary of Anne Frank
is an important testament to
the horrors of the Holocaust.
It is also one of those rare
nonfiction texts that’s acces-
sible to younger readers,”
said Ruthie Sterling. “I’m
grateful my grandmother
gave this to me to read in
sixth grade, as it’s one of the
books that made me who I
am today: a reader, a writer,

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Annie Macom loved Moby Dick,
and has a shirt to match.

and someone committed to
social justice and empathy.”

“Looking for Alaska
was published when I was
a teenager. It is a story
of love, grief, friendship,
and self-discovery. It is not
“easy.” It is complex. What
else is complex? Life. Life
is not black and white. And
yet teens are often better at
complexity than adults. They
get it. Maybe because they
read books like this. And the
people who don’t read this
book ban it,” said Marcin
Marszalek about John
Green’s novel.

Whether you prefer
books like C.S. Lewis” The
Chronicles of Narnia, J.K.
Rowling’s Harry Potter
series, George Orwell’s 1984,
or The Lord of the Flies,
banned books have a hold
on our very humanity, and
serve to point out all parts,
including the offensive ones,
but are not any less worthy of
being read.

(EDARBROOK VILLAGE
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DECORATED TRUNKS FILLED WITH CANDY!
Tuesday, October 28th

4:00pm-6:00pm
4 [ o
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This is a FREE, family-friendly event. Don’t forget to wear your best Halloween costume!

.

PHONE: 413-758-5377 EMAIL: mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

Cedarbrook o~ Village
413-758-5377 at Ware

CedarbrookVillage.com An Everbrook Senior Living Community

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082
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Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in
the Belchertown Police log
and arrests for the weeks
of Oct. 10 through Oct. 16.
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the
police department based on
the review of the detailed
log summary. This feature is
designed to provide context
and explanation to some of
the calls police respond to
every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Monday, Oct. 13

3:15 p.m. — Dennis P.
White Jr., 46, of 3050 Main
Street, Bondsville was arrest-
ed on charges breaking and
entering during the daytime,
larceny, disorderly conduct
and resisting arrest. An offi-
cer responded to a residence
for a report of a suspicious
male walking around a per-
son’s property. The sus-
pect was reported to be in
an attached garage and was
trying to steal items from
the garage. The officer was
told the person then left the
garage and was fleeing into
the wood line near the home.
The officer continued down
the street, checking the area.
Massachusetts State Police
and more officers were on
scene. The person was found
and resisted being placed
into handcuffs. They said
they had permission to be
there. They were charged
accordingly.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Saturday, Oct. 11

10:21 a.m. — An officer
took a report of check fraud.
A person dropped off a check
in a mailbox. It was made
out to a company but that
was changed as well as the
amount. There are no sus-
pects at this time.

Monday, Oct. 13

12:37 p.m. — An officer
responded to a report of a
larceny. A resident said they
were expecting a cell phone
to be delivered. When the
package arrived, the box was
empty. They wanted the mat-
ter reported and the resident
would follow up with the
company where the phone
was bought.

6:58 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident.
A vehicle going south on
Franklin Street struck a deer
that entered the roadway. The
vehicle drove from the scene,
and no injuries were report-
ed.

11:33 p.m. — An officer
assisted Belchertown fire
paramedics.

Tuesday, Oct. 14
7:41 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident. A
vehicle stopped at a stop sign
going toward Chestnut Hill

School was struck by anoth-
er vehicle attempting to go
behind Belchertown High
School. Both vehicles were
towed from the scene. No
injuries were reported.

1:24 p.m. — An officer
took a report of check fraud.
A person said they mailed a
check at the mailbox at the
USPS that was cashed by an
unknown party. There is an
active investigation ongoing.

4:26 p.m. — An officer
responded to a residence to
deliver a license suspension
notice. They couldn’t provide
the LTC and there were no
firearms in their possession.

7:51 p.m. — An officer
responded to an ongoing
counterfeit money investiga-
tion with businesses and local
departments in the area.

Wednesday, Oct. 15

1:11 p.m. — An officer
responded to Springfield
Road for an accident. There
was property damage caused
by a vehicle that struck a
granite post mailbox. There
were pieces of the vehicle
left behind at the scene. An
assembly number was found
which came back to a Volvo
XC40 2018 to 2024 model.
Officers checked the area
for a vehicle matching the
description.

Thursday, Oct. 16
12:33 p.m. — An officer

took a report about a possible
209A violation.

Granby
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby
Police Department respond-
ed to 131 calls for the week
of Oct. 10 through Oct. 16.
Those arrested are presumed
innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law. The Granby
Police Department provides
all information.

Friday, Oct. 10
7:07 a.m. — A motorist
reported striking a deer with
their vehicle on West State
Street. There were no injuries.

Sunday, Oct. 12

9:42 p.m. — While on patrol,
an officer clocked a vehi-
cle traveling south on North
Street at over 65 MPH. The
vehicle was stopped, and the
operator was issued a civil
citation for speeding.

Monday, Oct. 13
1:45 p.m. — A resident
reported that their truck had
been broken into during the
overnight hours. Nothing
appeared to be missing from
the vehicle.

Thursday, Oct. 16
6:44 p.m. — Gregory
Guilbeau, 29, of Granby, was
placed under arrest for two
active warrants.

CONSERVATION

from page 1

the Opioid Treatment Fund
Advisory Committee, provid-
ed a comprehensive update
on the committee’s work.

Gramarossa said com-
mittee has been active for
two years and continues to
explore innovative support
programs. One emerging ini-
tiative involves a family over-
dose support program mod-
eled after Boston’s approach.

“They’re setting aside
money for funeral expenses,
maybe some mental health
after an opioid overdose
death in the family, some
work and support for chil-
dren who might have lost
a family member to opioid
overdose death,” she said.

The committee also
approved a $13,000 grant for
driveway repairs at a local
sober home, with a recom-
mendation to seek multiple
quotes for future projects.

Gramarossa noted addi-
tional financial resources are
forthcoming.

“There are two addition-
al settlements that are in
the works... One is Purdue
Pharma... and a second law-
suit has been settled with a
collection of smaller pharma-
ceutical manufacturers,” she
said.

The meeting also featured
a sobering update on munic-
ipal health insurance costs
from Town Manager Steve

Williams. The Hampshire
Group Insurance Trust is
facing significant financial
challenges, with September
claims coming in $70,000
below projections, but the
first quarter of fiscal year
2026 showing a $2 million
deficit.

The town is actively work-
ing to mitigate these chal-
lenges. The health insurance
trust is exploring various
cost-reduction strategies,
including eliminating cover-
age for certain prescription
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drugs and potentially imple-
menting deductibles.

“They currently have
$1.6 million reserves. They
expect to be receiving $9.8
million in monthly revenue,”
Williams said.

The trust is also preparing
for leadership changes, with
the current executive manag-
er, Joe Shea, set to retire on
Nov. 30. The executive com-
mittee is conducting a search
for his replacement.

Board members expressed
mixed reactions to the finan-

CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS
of Belchertown

AN ASSISTED LIvING COMMUNITY

NEED ADVICE on the Pr1nc1ples of Investmg”

How to manage risk and how to get optimal returns?
“The effects and impacts of inflation over time”’

&

Thursday, November 13th, 2025
5-5:30P.M.-Light Dinner

5:30-6:00 P.M.— Presentation with Nick Pucel, President of
Cold Spring Investments

*Tour opportunities before and after the presentation

R.S.V.P. by Thursday, November 6th to Lorna Stone @ 413-323-5500

99 Front Street, Belchertown 01007

cial report.

Selectboard member
Nicole Miner noted the need
for better financial oversight,
suggesting that the executive
director had not adequate-
ly educated the committee
about financial challenges.

The ongoing health insur-
ance situation reflects broad-
er industry instability. As
Miner said, “Harvard Pilgrim
laid off 300 employees. So,
there’s a lot of instability in
the industry.”

Turn Your Gold lnto Cash'

THE BEST FRESH

FOR FALL FUN!

Randall’s Pumpkin
DPecorating Contest

e00cc00ccccc00c00000000000000 eecccccccccc0ccccccccccoe

October 25th & 26th
CASH PRIZES BY CATEGORY

Best, Funniest, Scariest & Most Creative

Every Entrant
Receives A Gift
YOUTH & ADULT /

CLASSES
All Entries Must Be
Submitted By

Saturday October 25th

Sunday October 26th
Vote For Your Favorites!

Beautiful

“In Fabulous Fall Golors

LAST WEEKEND FOR
FALL FUN WORKSHOPS!

Outside In The Garden Center
Saturdays, Sundays .
11AM — 4PM
SCARECROW MAKING WORKSHOP
LIFE-SIZE SCARECROW ¥

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0

We Provide All The Materials |
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home |

®00000000000000000000000000000 o

o [[79 Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Pumpkins, Pumpkins,
S'pecwdty Pmnplam !

GOURDS
CORN STALKS
INDIAN CORN
STRAW BALES

FLAVORS FOR YOUR
FALL FESTIVITIES!

<= APPLE CIDER DONUTS

- FRESH SWEET CIDER

Fresh Baked Pumpkin Pies,
Pumpkin Cake,
Pumpkin Muffins & Pumpkln Beer

LOGAL MAC &

CORTLAND APPLES (&
5 Ib Tote Bags $5.99 J\"w‘

ALWAYS FRESH AT

FARM

& GREENHOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and Youl[TD)

$1200/week

207-607-9333 ' . ..

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

T R
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I am a woman, turning
65 this October (2025). It
seems that deciding when
to claim Social Security is
complicated. I would like
more information to nav-
igate through this maze.

Thank you.
Signed: Ready to
Claim
Dear Ready:

Deciding when to claim
Social Security can be
challenging, but we hope
to make it a bit easier for
you. You can, of course,
call us at any time to
speak to one of our cer-
tified Social Security
Advisors, but I’ll share
some pertinent informa-
tion here as well.

Be aware that at age 65,
you have not yet reached
your Social Security Full
Retirement Age. Born
in1960, your FRA is age
67 and that is when you
can get 100% of the SS
benefit you’ve earned
from a lifetime of work-
ing.

If you claim SS at age
65, your monthly amount
will be reduced by about
13.3% from your age 67
entitlement, a permanent
reduction. If you wait a
bit more and claim at age
66 the reduction would be
about 6.7%. To get 100%
of your “primary insur-
ance amount” you should
wait until age 67 to claim.
Note you can also wait
longer than your FRA and
earn Delayed Retirement
Credits up to age 70, when
your monthly amount
would be about 24% more
than your FRA entitle-
ment.

If you are still work-
ing, at age 65 you will
also be subject to Social
Security’s Annual
Earnings Test, which lim-
its how much you can earn
when collecting SS bene-
fits before your full retire-
ment age. The earnings
limit for 2025 is $23,400
(changes annually) and if
you earn more than that,
SS will take away $1 in
benefits for every $2 you
are over the limit.

There is also a special
rule for the first calendar
year you are collecting
early benefits, which will
result in you not getting
benefits for any month

How do I navigate the
Social Security maze?

your work earnings are
more than $1,950 after
your early benefits start.
So, if you claim SS at
age 65 and continue to
work, you won’t get any
SS benefits in any 2025
month thereafter that you
earn more than the month-
ly limit unless your total
annual; 2025 earnings are
less than the annual limit.
FYI, the earnings limit no
longer applies once you
attain your full retirement
age.

In the end, deciding
when you should claim
Social Security should
consider your need for
Social Security money,
your life expectancy, your
plans for working and
your marital status. If you
are or were married, you
might be eligible for a
spousal or ex-spouse ben-
efit. You may also want to
peruse the Social Security
Question and Answer sec-
tion at our website wWww.
SocialSecurityReport.org.
So, as you have already
discerned, deciding when
to claim Social Security
can be confusing, but
we are always here to
assist you as needed. You
can either call us direct-
ly at 1-888-750-2622 or
email your specific Social
Security questions to us at
SSAdvisor @amacfounda-
tion.org. In either case, we
will be most happy to help
you decide when to claim,
based on your unique per-
sonal circumstances.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

.
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¢ OLIAGE - FREE
ZONE!

ANY LEAVES FROM
NE\GHBORING YARDS

WILL BE RETURNED WiTH
INVOICE FOR LABOR !

9,4 FE @ANWN‘D ) www.davegranlund.com

More review; what worked what didn’t

ast week I wrote about
I two new winter squash

varieties I grew in this
past summer’s garden, as well
as a Barbie doll sized melon.

According to Mom, it
made for a good read.
Let’s keep the momen-
tum going with more
“new to me” varieties
in this column.

As dedicated readers
may remember, this past
summer’s garden was
to accomplish the goal of
growing more food, food that
would cut down on the gro-
cery bill and feed the fami-
ly through the winter. I took
my chances growing a hybrid
paste tomato by the name of
Plum Regal. Its accolades
were many: late blight resis-
tance, moderate resistance to
early blight, a the promise of
a good yield and a tasty out-
come.

I typically only grow heir-
looms, so this tomato really
had to prove itself. My only
dilemma was that I some-
times have issues with blos-
som end rot, and specifically
on paste types.

I tried a new fertilizer
formulated specifically for
members of the Solanacea
family, aptly named “Tomato
Sauce.” You know what? It
worked.

No blossom end rot and a
freezer full of sauce, toma-
to chucks and roasted toma-
to blends. I will be ordering
both the seeds and the fertil-
izer from Fedco (fedcoseeds.
com) in anticipation of next
year’s garden.

With every success comes
not quite a success. I'll call
Muskmelon “Melonade” one
of those adventures. I was
intrigued by the description
in the Fedco catalog, “firm
orange flesh is tart, punchy
and refreshing,” and had

By Ellenor Downer

n Monday, Oct. 6,
an Oakham resident
watched a kettle of 28

black vultures circling above
the Harrington Hospital in
Southbridge.

He said, “As you may
know, the species is expand-
ing its range northward into
Massachusetts.” A kettle is a
large group of vultures cir-
cling in a thermal, using the
rising air to conserve energy
during migration.

The black vulture has
sooty, black plumage, a
featherless black head and
neat white stars under the
wingtips.

Turkey vultures are lanky
birds with a teetering flight.
Their cousin the black vul-
tures are compact birds with
broad wings, short tails and

Black vulture
il

powerful wingbeats. Turkey
and black vultures often
associate together. The black
vultures have a poor sense
of smell, but by following
turkey vultures by following
them to carcasses. They often
soar high in the sky in search
of lower soaring turkey vul-
tures. When the turkey vul-
tures descend on a carcass,
the black vultures follow
them.

Black vultures are highly
social and share food with

relatives, feeding young for
months after they’ve fledged.
In the United States black
vultures are more plentiful
than turkey vultures. Black
vultures lack a voice box and
their sounds are limited to
hisses and grunts.

The oldest black vulture on
record was a least 25 years,
six months old when it was
found in 1965 in Louisiana.
It was banded there in 1940.
They may live even longer in
captivity.

hoped it would keep our fam-
ily in melons for a month or
so. Not exactly.

/.

I couldn’t get
over the fact that what looked
like a cantaloupe tasted like a
lemon! No one in the house
liked it. I’'m not going to call
it a failure, because if any-
thing, I learned that I could
grow a muskmelon success-
fully.

I worried I would harvest
them too early, or too late, but
I harvested them just right,
and they grew exceeding well
on black plastic down the
middle of my heat retaining
rock wall raised beds. Next
year I will search for a variety
with a more typical flavor and
it could just be a win-win.

I have always wanted to
grow Indian corn as a fall
decoration, but was leery of
the space needed for such an
endeavor. The experts talk
about growing corn four rows
deep for proper pollination
and kernel formation.

I threw caution to the wind
and decided I'd grow a pop-
corn. I enjoyed the commen-
tary in the Fedco catalog in
the description of a variety
named “Calico:” “you can
hang it on your door in fall
and pop the very same batch
come Thanksgiving.” Sold.

I grew only eight plants, set
out in a four by two pattern.
Shucking the corn felt a lot
like Christmas morning with
the surprise factor involved.

Brimfield resident

On Sunday, Oct. 5, I
received an email from a
Brimfield resident comment-
ing about my seeing a moose
in Oakham. He said, “Seeing
a moose in Massachusetts in
exciting. My wife and I saw
a moose in Canada, it ran
across the road in front of the
car and disappeared into the
woods. My wife said “look a
horse with no rider, similar to
your reaction.”

Eagle sighting

On Wednesday, Oct. 1,
I received an email from a
reader. He said, “I was in my
car last evening around 6:30
when I saw a huge, black-
winged bird come over
Main Street in Barre Plains.
When we were kids it was
called Canal Road. It was
flying low over the street
and was trying to gain alti-
tude. The bird appeared just
before Rich’s Pond and it
had what looked like a recent
kill in its talons. It acciden-
tally dropped the dead ani-
mal, which appeared to be
a rabbit, onto the road and

Will the kernels be gold, blue,
mottled or bronze?

I ended up with enough
to decorate with and come
Thanksgiving I will indeed
try and pop some. I’ve had

some experience popping

eared corn before.
At our family vaca-
tion my sister in law
tried it out. She put
the dried ear she had
purchased in a paper
bag and folded it shut,
placed it in a microwave on
high for about 3-4 minutes

and yum!

What else worked out well
in my garden this year? The
succession planting of green
beans seeded immediately
after my garlic was harvest-
ed worked out superbly. No
additional fertilizer required.

I was able to freeze a lot
of beans from that second
sowing. I guess I always wish
there are more to freeze, so
maybe next year the row will
be longer.

I didn’t utilize the wide
row method this year. Two
parallel rows with a walking
row down the middle made
the harvest easy.

I hope you had your share
of successes this past sum-
mer, and if you are anything
like me, you are already
scheming next year’s veggie
garden.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

what I thought was a vulture
turned out to be an adult Bald
Eagle.”

He said, “Its stark white
head and white fanned tail,
along with it’s bright yellow
feet and beak were clearly
seen and it was startling to be
only 25 or 30 feet away from
it. The eagle’s wing span
was enormous. It made an
attempt to recapture its prey
by diving quickly back to the
road and it had to widely fan
out its tail feathers to slow its
descent and gain flight con-
trol.”

He said, “The Bald Eagle
then flew high up into a
tree along the road near the
pond and was waiting for me
and all cars to pass before
descending on its prey. It
was breath taking. We never
saw such things as kids.”

Cedar waxwings
The Barre resident said
on recent warm September
days he also has been seeing
a small flock of cedar wax-

Please see BACKYARD,
page 10

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must authenticate
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the
right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed
to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com. The
deadline for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Turley Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
¢y and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.
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SOCCER from page 1

cer programs.”

As the young soccer play-
ers moved from station to
station, the enthusiasm of the
varsity players was obvious.
Each station was engaging,
and the varsity players did
a great job explaining each
drill, ensuring every partic-
ipant walked away feeling
successful.

Reflecting on the event,
Boys Varsity Coach Zach
Siano said, “I think it’s
a great thing for our town,
community and program
for the boys to give back in
some capacity. All of their
town coaches growing up
were volunteers, and others
have poured countless hours
into their development. The
fact that they can give back,
even for a couple of hours, is
a huge thank you to all those
that have come before them
and are next up in the pipe-
line. Seeing some of them
interact with these kids put a
smile on my face. To a lot of
them, they are the superhe-
roes of the town and I'm glad
they could act and hold up to
that mantra”

At this point in their sea-
son, it was the perfect way
for the high school athletes
to spend a morning, offer-
ing them an opportunity to
remember where they start-
ed and reflect on how far
they’ve come in their own
sOCCer journeys.

Senior Captain Austin
Raymer took a moment to
share how much opportunity
such as this means to him.
“This is very important to
me, especially because I did
it as a kid and looked up to
all the varsity soccer play-
ers in town. It was special to
get out there with the team
for some bonding and spend
time with the younger kids.
It felt great to share some-

Putting on jerseys and making teams.

thing across generations, and
I’m glad to see that soccer
in Belchertown is still grow-
ing.”

In the midst of school,
work, practices, and games,
it’s easy to forget that these
high school athletes are still
kids themselves. At this point
in the season, rediscovering
the simple joy of the game

olm|m|lolz|o|>»|z|m|w

and remembering that, at its
core, soccer has always been
about having fun, was per-

haps the reset they needed to
finish their season strong.

BARC Holiday Pop-Up!

BELCHERTOWN -
Please join us on Saturday,
November 1, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. We will be set
up outside at Belchertown
Animal Control, 165
George Hannum Rd. So,
head on down the hill
before or after you hit all
of the Holiday Bazaar’s
uptown. Did you know
BARC turned 10 this
year! Come check out our
Anniversary tees! We will
also have our new BARC
hoodies and winter hats
for sale, along with all of
our other BARC swag, dog
tails, catnip fish and many
other wonderful craft items
made and donated by our
local supporters. Come grab
a cup of hot chocolate and
say hi to Oliver, our BPD
comfort dog who will be
visiting. It’s a perfect time
to start your holiday shop-

ping for the animals and
animal lovers in your life.
Any donation or purchase
gives you a chance to take
home one of our special
baskets. Come on out and
support us in our 10th year!

Granby to Go seeking
to aid local family

GRANBY- As many peo-
ple know many benefits
for families have ended.
This has devastated fami-
lies especially with children
with special needs and med-
ical conditions. At this time
we have a family who’s
child essential need for
nutrition is vanilla Pedisure
as their source of their basic
food source and because of
the benefit cuts this has hurt
this family’s basic need to

help feed their child. We are
holding a Pedisure drive for
this family.

If you would like to
donate vanilla Pedisure
please contact our program
manager at granbytogo@
granbyschoolsma.net or
by stopping by on Tuesday
evenings from 6 to 7:30
p.m. at the Granby Jr/Sr
High School. Thank you
from our program and the
family.

p— |

A SWEET “Thank You” FOR NURSES

NURSE APPRECIATION EVENT
MIRAVISTA

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CENTER

October 30
8:00AM - 3:00PM

MIRAVISTABHC.CARE

Stop In » Take A Seat « Have A Sip!

Rice’s Fruit Farm
757 Main St
Wilbraham, MA 01095

Because kindness—like cider—is best shared warm!
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The fire department with their basket of special treats.

Local church brings first responders
treats on Faith and Blue Sunday

BELCHERTOWN - On
Sunday, October 12, parish-
ioners of Hope United
Methodist Church in
Belchertown celebrated Faith
and Blue Sunday. Snack
item “Goodies” were col-
lected and delivered to the
Belchertown Police and Fire
Departments. To these very
important first responders
who protect us and keep us
safe, thank you very much
for your service!.

Pictured are members
of the Belchertown Fire
Department and at the Police
Department receiving some
of their goodies.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The police department and
dispatch need some treats,
too.

Friends of the Quabbin working to

stabilize historic Ke

Site will be closed
to the public
during this
project, updates
being posted
online

BELCHERTOWN - The
Friends of the Quabbin is
announcing that work is set
to begin on stabilizing the
Keystone Bridge at Gate 30
of the Quabbin Reservoir.
The historic stone bridge,
built in 1866, has been
showing signs of significant
collapse and will undergo
critical stabilization efforts
to preserve this important
landmark. The bridge was
constructed by Adolphus
Porter, who was hired by the
town of New Salem to build
the bridge from Millington
to Orange, and he was paid
$37.50, which would be
equivalent to $764 in today>s
dollars.

Since 2023, and the ini-
tial discovery of the col-
lapsed spandrel wall, the
Department of Conservation
and Recreation (DCR) has
restricted all site access
because the collapse poses
a significant risk to public
safety. Those curious on
work progress are encour-
aged to visit the Friends
of the Quabbin website
at www.FriendsofQuabbin.
org/keystone and Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/
foquabbin) where updates
and photographs will be
posted.

The Friends of the
Quabbin has contract-
ed with two firms, Curtis
Construction Services
out of Brookfield, who
will be advised by free-
stone masonry interna-
tional specialist, Michael
Weitzner from Brattleboro,
Vermont, to carry out the
stabilization work. Project
oversight is being provid-
ed by the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation

1 2l
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Part of the collapsed historic Keystone Bridge. Credit:

Friends of the Quabbin.

and Recreation, Division of
Water Supply Protection.
Work is expected to be com-
pleted by December, contin-
gent upon weather and site
conditions.

The entire project is being
funded completely through
donations that are being
made to the Friends of the
Quabbin. “This effort is only
possible because of the gen-
erosity of our members and
supporters,” said Friends of
the Quabbin spokesperson
Paul Godfrey. “We continue
to seek additional donations
to help ensure that this his-
toric structure is protected
for generations to come.”

Because of the Keystone
Bridge’s location in a high-
ly sensitive environmental
area, extensive precautions
are being taken to protect
the surrounding landscape
and habitat. DCR is coor-
dinating closely with the
New Salem Conservation
Commission and the
Massachusetts Natural
Heritage & Endangered
Species Program to ensure
that the project upholds the
highest environmental pro-

tection standards.

“This is about more than
just saving a bridge,” added
Godfrey. “It’s about pro-
tecting our shared heritage
while respecting the natu-
ral beauty and ecological
importance of the Quabbin
and its watershed.”

For updates on the
Keystone Bridge stabiliza-
tion project, or to make a
donation in support of the
effort, please visit www.
friendsofquabbin.org/key-
stone or follow the Friends
of the Quabbin on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/
foquabbin.

About Friends of the
Quabbin

The Friends of the
Quabbin (www.friend-
sofquabbin.org) is a non-
profit organization dedicat-
ed to promoting the natu-
ral, cultural, and historical
significance of the Quabbin
Region. Through advocacy,
education, and community
partnerships, the organiza-
tion works to protect the
watershed and share its sto-
ries with future generations.

Dog Halloween Costume Party at the Amherst Dog Park this Saturday

AMHERST - The Friends
of the Amherst Dog Park
is hosting the fourth annu-
al dog costume “Halloween
Pawty” Saturday, Oct. 25,
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. (Rain
date is Sunday, the 26 ) at
the dog park off Rt. 9 on
Old Belchertown Road.
Everyone — human and dog

- is invited and encouraged
to show up in costumes
of all sorts. Actors from
the Amherst Community
Theater Company will judge
the costumes and bestow
awards. A $5 donation is
suggested.

Costume categories this
year are best costume large

dogs, first, second and third
place, best costume small
dog (30 pounds or less),
first, second and third place,
best large dog and human
duo, best small dog and
human duo.

Raffle prizes are donated
by local merchants. Baked
goods will be for sale.

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A
Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770

Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Neig

There will also be a photo
booth this year. Volunteers
from the UMass Alpha Phi
Omega sorority will be help-
ing Friends of the Amherst
Dog Park to run the ‘Pawty’.
All dogs must be on leash
unless they are inside the
dog park.

Located off Rt. 9 on

hborhood
Manketplace

locadly swned businesses here B serve you!

Old Belchertown Road in
Ambherst, the dog park is
one and a-half acres of play
space on a capped landfill.
It’s divided into large and
small dog areas. The volun-
teer Friends of the Dog Park
are responsible for mainte-
nance, governance and oper-
ation.

SUPPORY,
THESE
HOMETOWN
3U311333 3

TILTON

GENERAL
REPAIRS

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

AUTOMOTIVE {(NAM)

AutoCare

Center
We Install Only NAPA Parts

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD
BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

C2u1abbiut A
I_aborator %)

Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet
Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

tical

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

00000000000000

Has This Happened to You?

We do what your body shop won't!
Body Rust * Body Rot * Frame Rust ® Chassy Work

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding

Welding ¢ Fabrication ® Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ® Snow Plows ¢ Sanders ® Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867

dventure fours of arren ‘i\;,‘i/‘/“\
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Three Great
2026 Norwegian Cruises

s

e 0

Dec.7........ Water for Elephants at PPAC .................... $120

Dec. 20 ...... Cirque Holidaze.........ccccoueuennes $120
May 8-15... Canyon Country ........coueeeenses $4099

May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699
Sept. 2-13.. Alaska Land & Cruise..........cccoerrunes from $6299

Share the Adventure with us soon!

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
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Orioles pick up sweep of Indians

BELCHERTOWN -
Last Thursday evening,
Belchertown girls volleyball
easily defeated Ware for its
fifth win of the season 3-0.
They won straight sets of
25-14, 25-11, and 25-18.
Belchertown got 10 kills
from Layla Liminski and 24
assists from Olivia Skora.
Belchertown is 5-11 while

Ware is 3-15.
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Layla Liminski bumps the ball over
the net.

other team.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOT0S.COM ~ Gassidy MacLean sends the ball to the
Sofia Cofone sends the bump away.
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Aubrey Oretiz takes the goal kick for Pathfinder.

PALMER - Due
to several postpone-
ments, it was a busy
week for Pathfinder
girls soccer, as they
had three games
scheduled last week
and one more game
remaining earli-
er this week. Last
Friday afternoon,
the Pioneers hosted
Putnam and suffered
a 2-1 loss, falling to
4-7-2 on the season.
Right now, Pathfinder
is on the outside of
the state tournament
power rankings, but
they still have time
to reach .500 for the
season to qualify.

Kayleigh Peters dribbles toward the
center of the field.

n." .

See more Pathfinder
photos on Page 10.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN — Many soc-
cer coaches dread having a
2-0 lead. Just ask longtime
Granby girls’ varsity soccer
coach Bob Weaver.

The Lady Rams took a
2-0 lead early in the second
half during last Friday after-
noon’s road match against
the Quaboag Lady Cougars.

The home team battled
back by scoring a pair of
goals within a five-minute

Jaidyn Roberge goes after the
loose ball.

A

L T ekt il

W
Kalli White receives a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

span and the non-league con-
test ended in a 2-2 draw.

“This result is very disap-
pointing, especially after we
held a 2-0 second half lead,”
Weaver said. “It wasn’t one
of our better efforts of the
season. You just have to give
Quaboag a lot of credit.”

The Lady Rams, who are
the top ranked team in the
MIAA Division 5 power
rankings, had a 9-3-3 over-
all record following the road
tie. They were scheduled to
finish the regular season with
another non-league match
at Pittsfield High School on
Monday afternoon before
the Western Mass. Class D
tournament starts later in the
week.

“My players are quick-
ly realizing that when the
other team steps on the field,
we’ll be getting their best
effort,” Weaver said. “This
was a very big game for both
teams.”

Quaboag head coach Joe
Mooney was very pleased
with the way his squad per-
formed, especially in the sec-
ond half.

“It was wonderful to see
how well the girls responded

Granby girls soccer settles for tie

in the second half,” Mooney
said. “We had our chances
in the first half, but we never
gave up. We decided to move
a couple of players into an
attacking formation at the
start of the second half.”

While Granby had already
locked up a berth in the
upcoming Division 5 state
tournament, Quaboag (7-6-
2) needed to win one of their
remaining three regular sea-
son games to clinch a spot
in the Division 4 state tour-
nament.

The Lady Cougars, who
were ranked 38th, were
scheduled to play two road
matches against Ware High
School (Monday night) and
Assabet Valley Regional
Technical High School
(Wednesday afternoon)
before wrapping up the reg-
ular season with a home
date against Uxbridge High
School on October 27.

“With this draw, we now
only to need to win one of
our last three games to auto-
matically qualify for the
Division 4 state tournament,”

Please see GRANBY,
page 10

Brenna Moreno
tries to defend
near the Granby

goal. ™
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Pathfinder finishes
HERSHEY, PA - The
busy week Springfield Thunderbirds
(1-2-0-0) rebounded in
: = ~ a big way from a defeat
the night before
as they dis-
patched the
Hershey
Bears (1-2-
1-0) by a 5-1
score on Sunday
inside Giant
Center.

For the first
in the young season, Steve
Konowalchuk’s team final-
ly vaulted to a lead at the
7:06 mark of the first peri-
od off a clean rush. Corey
Schueneman carried the
puck deep into the Hershey
zone before slipping a per-
fect drop pass onto the blade
of Jakub Stancl. The rook-
ie connected off the inside
of the post, beating Clay
Stevenson on the stick side
to give Springfield a 1-0
lead on Stancl’s first profes-
sional tally.

Springfield dodged a
dangerous chance from
ex-Thunderbird Calle
Rosen, who emerged from
the penalty box and skated
in on a breakaway against
Vadim Zherenko, but Rosen
missed the target on the
blocker side.

time

Addison Doktor punts the ball away.

Both teams failed to con-
nect on power play chanc-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Angelina Miller tries to get around a defender.

S,

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’'re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you
meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

__
Top Flo O~' Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals
LEARNING

GRANBY from page 9

Mooney said. “I do like play-
ing the Western Mass. teams.
Today’s game was a very
good test for my team.”

Quaboag is hoping to qual-
ify for the Division 4 state
tournament for the first time.

A year ago, the Lady
Cougars lost to the Lady
Rams at home in a Division 5
round of 32 match.

Granby’s season ended
two days later with a loss at
Georgetown in the round of
16.

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

A Guide to
Safe(r) Computing

For $20, learn: The two teams also faced
o Passwords—How to create them and keep cach other during the 2024
regular season, as the Lady

them safe Cougars posted a 1-0 road

+ Social Engineering—What is it? How to victory. It was Quaboag’s
. ¢ . third consecutive win in the
avoid falhng for it. series since a 1-1 tie in 2021.

Despite falling behind 2-0
in this year’s meeting on the
soccer pitch with Granby,

Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it.
+ Fake emails and websites—How to spot

them. Mooney knew the game

. wasn’t over yet.
+ How to I know if I have been hacked and “A 2.0 lead is probably the
what to do? worst lead that you can have

in a soccer match,” he said.
“The team with the 2-0 lead
is thinking that they can relax
a little bit, and the other team
is thinking they just need
one goal to make it a close
match. If that happens, any-
thing can happen. We were
able to comeback by scor-
ing two goals in a span of
five minutes. Having a 3-0 is
always a lot better.”

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm

Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library
www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600

to reserve your spot today!

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 .

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning’org
“https://topfloorlearning.org/* -

The Lady Cougars had a
couple of scoring chances
early in the opening half.

A shot taken from senior
captain Maddy Bagg was
saved by Granby junior
keeper Meredith Bartosz (4
saves).

A couple of minutes later,
freshman Julia Queiroga
fired a shot on goal and
Bartosz made a diving save
attempt. She managed to

¢

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

GENTER-CUT PORK LOIN

SR RED
g e =</ __ARE AT OR BEL
SIS =CLAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CHOPS or ROAST......ossuseeens

PRICES IN

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF T’BONE or

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 6 a6 1 88

52%9

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or

LOIN END ROAST .....

& 7

PORTERHOUSE STEAK
5989
b

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 1015516 # 405

USDA INSP. STORE CUT BONE-IN

VIR 111 —

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

PARTY CUT
CHICKEN WINGS 5 15 16 o B 08,

5339

KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

SPOON ROAST or
USDA INSP. S99 STEAKS USDA INSP. FROZEN MATLAWS
ROAST BEEF"'""""""""'""" 6 Ib $777 STUFFED GI.AMS 20 OZussnnmnnnninn $69993
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 452 o USDA SR FROZENAT SEA $299
GROUND FRESH DAILY TALAPIA FILLETS s 3 Ib
Ul 0 (U112 -« 90 Meat Outlet @ JRL B TS
CHICKEN THIGHS....0.0.co0. & 10 5529 518 /| HouRs: won - wes.s.4 413-737-1288
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS lo 2 [Thurs.8-6 Fri.8-6  Sat.8-3 www.90meat.com

PORK BUTT STRIPS 53%5

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

SALE DATES:
10/21/25-10/28/25 BUY DIRECT FOR

s SAVINGS * SELECTION  SERVICE

THURDERBIRDG

es, but Springfield was not
done on the offensive end.
With just 24 seconds left on
the clock, Hunter
Skinner joined a
rush, one-tim-
ing a
Nikita

Alexandrov
pass through
Stevenson to
make it a 2-0

game into the inter-
mission. Matthew Peca also
picked up an assist on the
play for his first point of the
season. In the process, the
T-Birds captain became the
first player in the T-Birds’
10-year history to record
200 points as a member of
the Thunderbirds.

Zherenko stood tall
through the opening half
of the second period, with
Hershey linking lengthy
shifts in the offensive zone,
threatening to cut into the
Springfield lead. After sur-
viving the onslaught, Otto
Stenberg alertly spotted
Matt Luff coming off the
T-Birds’ bench, and the
veteran winger roofed a
breakaway snapper over
Stevenson’s glove to make it
a 3-0 score at 11:45.

Dalibor Dvorsky joined
the scoring party next at
14:11, as the 20-year-old got

SPRINGFIELD

T-Birds come back to bash Bears

a fortunate bounce to cash
in his first of the season. He
was hoping to slip a pass to
his left side, but the puck
ricocheted right back onto
his stick in the low slot, giv-
ing Stevenson no chance to
defend it. Alexandrov picked
up his second assist on the
tally.

Hershey finally broke the
four-goal blitz at 15:24 as
Henrik Rybinski crashed the
blue paint to chip a loose
puck over Zherenko for
his second goal in as many
nights, cutting the margin to
4-1.

Still, the T-Birds offense
was not finished, and with
a power play in the clos-
ing minute, Theo Lindstein
rifled home his first goal in
the AHL with just 23 sec-
onds left in the frame to
make it a 5-1 score. Luff
picked up his second point
and Alexandrov garnered his
third assist on the rookie’s
first North American tally.

Zherenko had a sizable
lead, but the fourth-year pro
slammed the door shut in
the third, as Hershey failed
to pierce the netminder on
14 third-period offerings.
Zherenko has now stopped
47 of the last 49 shots he has
faced.

-
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Bri-Anne Kraus fights to keep the ball.

knock the ball over the end
line resulting in a corner
kick.

At the other end of the
field, junior Kalli White
had a couple of chanc-
es before firing a low shot
into the left corner of the net
past Quaboag junior keep-
er Persepho Piermarini (5
saves) giving the Lady Rams
a 1-0 advantage during the
34th minute.

White, who has been a
member of the varsity soccer
team since the eighth grade,
entered the road match three
points away from reaching
100 career points.

Bagg and senior captain
Maddy Potvin had shots on
goal during the final two
minutes of the first half.

The Lady Rams’ second
goal was scored by freshman
Marcela Tapia in the 54th
minute.

White was credited with
the assist leaving her one
point away from the elite
milestone.

“It would’ve been nice if
Kalli would’ve reached her
100th career point in today’s
game,” Weaver said. “She
wouldn’t have been able to
accomplish the milestone
without the help of her team-
mates.”

The Lady Cougars sliced
the deficit in half when
Potvin fired a shot into the
left corner, which was assist-
ed by Queiroga, in the 62nd
minute.

Four minutes later, Bagg
scored the tying goal by loft-
ing a shot into the upper left
corner, which was assisted by
Potvin.

The Quaboag coach
praised the performance
of his defensive unit in the
second half. Those players
are junior Brielle Gerulaitis,
junior captain Asher Sargent,
and senior Olive Moulton.

Both teams had a couple of
shot attempts during the final
15 minutes of regulation, but
the score didn’t change on
the scoreboard.

BACKYARD from page 6

wings in Gilbertville, along
the Ware River, taking bugs
in midair over the river and
also working trees and bush-
es that still have some fruit
on them.

Helping birds

People may also help birds
by keeping their cats indoors.
Many birds are killed by cats.
It is safer for people’s pet
cats to kept indoors as they
also succumb to predation. If
a cat is an outdoor cat, peo-
ple may put a bell collar on
their cat with a quick release
mechanism if their pet’s col-
lar should get hung up on
something.

Dark-eyed Juncos

An Oakham resident
reported seeing a dark-eyed
junco in his yard last week.
I saw a small flock of jun-
cos along the road where I
live on Oct. 13. Their white
tall feathers identified them
as they flew up from the side
of the road. It was my first
sighting this fall.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005.
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Snow White, Dopey, the Evil Queen, and Prince  Bluey, Bingo, and their mom, Chili. An adorable pumpkin Thing 1 and Thing 2
Charming were spotted on the common. patch family. and the Cat in a Hat.

e mn TRUNK OR TREAT from page 1

less of limitations,” said Theroux.
4-H, designed for kids aged five
to 18, provides fun experiences for
the kids to take part in including
national trips that can be earned
through competing in competi-
tions, and as rewards.
“It gave me a lot of opportu-
nities my parents wouldn’t have
been able to have, and gave my
children and now my grand-
daughter the same, so its really
a family and multi-generational &8
thing for us now,” said Theroux.
“I think my favorite part is the
friendships you make. I still
have friendships with the people
I was a part of 4-H with, and £
you really make a lot of con-
nections, and there’s an end-
less amount that you can make.”
Around 37 trunks were at
the Trunk-or-Treat this year,
and many local businesses with their
giant work trucks came out, much to
the kids’ delight, and the event featured
many new sponsors this year.
“I love this event. I love planning it,
I love executing it, and its my favorite
event of the year,” said Theroux. “It

PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS ~ €an be anything you want it to be, and

A Squid Game family- make sure you win that game! its open to whatever theme, and it can
. h — % be scary or not scary. There’s a lot of
: ™ (3 A
g L "l

g » v returning people who come with the
- ~ e .

- /! Z
Anime popstar s LN
Miku ready

for the stage. Four friends and their unique costumes having some fun together.

same thing every year, add to it, or
something different, and its so fun to
see what they’re going to do different-
ly.”
For the town of Belchertown,
it’s a fabulous, time, and like all
Belchertown events, an almost “family
reunion” as the resident affectionately
call it, and a chance to engage with
neighbors and see friends that may nor monster frqm Fhe
be visited as often in the business of ~ game My Singing
life. 178 : G L — Monsters.
“I grew up here, and its really nice |~ = g = ; T g Y G i
to see everyone, and it’s grown three SHe |
times since I was a kid, and its nice to
see the next generation, and it’s a good
town of good people,” said Theroux.
“The trunk-or-treat is for kids, but a
guy I went to high school with had his
children and grandchildren there.”
The Trunk-Or-Treat provides not
only a way for the kids to get some
extra sugar, but also a way to make
those once-in-a-lifetime trips a reality
for families who may not be able to
give that experience to their children.
Supporting 4-H Clubs allows for posi-
tive change.
“My thought on all trunk-or-treating
or trick-or-treating is that if you want
to put on the costume, you get to come
out and get some candy,” said Theroux.
“Whether you’re three or thirty. I'm
gearing up, I’'m coming up with ideas . o, i
for next year, and I am already so excit- : e - RN . AN * : -
ed and ready for next year.” An adorable tarantula and black cat trick-or-
treating.

An adorable

;.- | Fi : A Yl = =
Can’t forget your sprinkles on your ice cream sundae.
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IG Shapiro met with Hampshire County municipal leaders

BELCHERTOWN -
Inspector General Jeffrey
S. Shapiro recently met
with municipal lead-
ers in Belchertown and
Williamsburg as part of
an ongoing municipal lis-
tening tour around the
Commonwealth.

“As the only statewide
inspector general with
municipal oversight, I have
made it a priority to meet
with leaders in their commu-
nities to encourage a candid
dialogue,” IG Shapiro said.
“I want to make government
work better tomorrow than it
did today. To best do that, I
need to hear from the people
who are doing the day-to-
day business of governing to
understand what works and
what doesn’t work.”

On September 30,
2025, IG Shapiro met
with Belchertown Town
Administrator Steve
Williams and Town

Accountant Jill Rossi;
and Williamsburg Town

-~

Belchertown TA Steve Williams and Town Accountant Jill Rossi.

Manager Nick Caccamo.

“I am especially grateful
for the Inspector General’s
commitment to having a
greater presence in west-
ern Massachusetts. This is a
testament of his dedication
to the duties of his office,”
Williams said. “We dis-

L

cussed the unique challeng-
es that small towns confront
when procuring goods and
services as well as the need
for training opportunities for
our staff”

The Office of the
Inspector General (OIG) is
an independent, non-parti-

CLUES AGROSS

1. Remark

5. Upper body part

8. Expression of
dismissiveness

12. Alternate name

14. Popular beverage

15. Swiss river

color
20. Popular “street”
21. Wrath
22. Heat units
23. Nocturnal

30. Remove from the
record

31. Sound a splash
made

32. Popular Dodge
pickup model
33. Jamaican river
34. Notable event in

44. Newly entered

49. Snatch quickly
50. Have already done
51. Less healthy

56. Therefore

57. What couples say

sullen
60. Bird’s beak
61. Taco ingredient
62. Square measures

(abbr.)

Texas history CLUES DOWN
39. Cool! 1. Pubs
42. Subset of Judaism 2. Wings

16. Step-shaped cadet 4. Small sponge cake ~ 40. Adhering to laws
recess 46. Duct in urinary 5. Open-roofed entrance  41. Chose

18. Rocker Stewart system halls 42. Hovel

19. Bright shade of 47. Exterminator 6. Organize anew 43, Stood up

7. Type of wine
8. Forums

(alt. sp.)
10. Pond dwellers

omnivorous on the altar 11. Large integers
mammals 58. Mysteriously 13. Signaled
26. Fall back into 59. Look angry or 17. Brief

minute

63. Google certification

64. Singer Hansard

3. Popular BBQ dish

9. North Atlantic islands

24. Type of student
25. Tibetan monasteries
26. Revolutions per

27. NY Giants great
Manning

28. Local area network

29. Residue from burning

35. llluminated

36. Vasopressin

37. Notable space station

38. Wood sorrel

44. European city

45, Works ceaselessly

47, Mistake

48. Sun-dried brick

49. Sicilian city

52. A steep rugged rock
or cliff

53. Murder

54. Other

55. “Deadpool” actor
Reynolds

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL o,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs « Snow Plow  Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
(@13 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= IR RIVER -

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
¢ Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

BUSINES

3
GONNECTIO

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ¢ Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair e Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SUBMITTED PHOTO

san oversight agency man-
dated to prevent and detect
fraud, waste, and abuse of
public resources at the state
and municipal level across
the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

The benefits of
leaving the leaves

Submitted by the
Belchertown Energy and
Sustainability Committee

BELCHERTOWN - Every
fall, many homeowners and
business owners spend a
substantial amount of time,
money, and resources cleaning
up leaves that fall from their
nearby trees. In addition to all
of this effort and cost, this leaf
removal can have a significant
negative impact on the local
ecosystem by removing habi-
tat for beneficial native insects
that use the leaves to stay safe
until they are ready to emerge
the following spring. These
beneficial insects play an
important role in pollinating
plants, as well as providing a
key source of food for native
songbirds. Leaves are also full
of nutrients that are gradually
released as they break down,
meaning that the more leaves
that are kept, the less fertil-

I PUBLIC NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF GRANBY

The Select Board will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday,
November 3, 2025, at 5:30 PM
or as soon thereafter as the
agenda permits, at the **Se-
nior Center Building located at
10-B West State Street, Gran-
by, MA to grant permission to
Massachusetts Electric Compa-
ny d/b/a NATIONAL GRID to
locate poles, wires, and fixtures,
including the necessary sustain-
ing and protecting fixtures, along

and across the following public
way:

New Ludlow Rd - Massachu-
setts Electric Company d/b/a
National Grid to Relocate 1 SO
Pole on New Ludlow Rd begin-
ning at a point approximately
990 feet west of the centerline of
the intersection of Morgan St and
continuing approximately 15 feet
in a west direction. National Grid
to Relocate existing Stub Pole #
28-84 approximately 15 west to
facilitate Pole line relocation at
17 New Ludlow Rd, Granby.

Wherefore it prays that after

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

izers need to be used. Rather
than hauling away those natu-
ral nutrients and then bringing
in synthetic ones to replace
them in the form of fertilizers,
keeping your leaves on site
can make life much simpler.
This does not necessari-
ly have to mean leaving your
leaves exactly where they fall
and not touching them; remov-
ing them from walkways and
other high-traffic areas is
important to prevent slipping
hazards. But rather than com-
pletely removing these leaves
and sending them to a land-
fill or other location, consider
creating a compost pile out of
them or using them to cover
a garden bed or other natural
areas. This will help to strike
a balance between support-
ing the local ecosystem, cut-
ting down on effort required,
and saving on the money and
resources that are normally
involved in removing leaves.

due notice and hearing as provid-
ed by law, it be granted a loca-
tion for and permission to erect
and maintain poles and wires,
together with such sustaining
and protecting fixtures as it may
find necessary, said poles to be
erected substantially in accor-
dance with the plan filed here-
with marked - New Ludlow Rd
-Granby - Massachusetts.

Also for permission to lay and
maintain underground laterals,
cables, and wires in the above or
intersecting public ways for the
purpose of making connections
with such poles and buildings as
each of said petitioners may de-
sire for distributing purposes.

Your petitioner agrees to re-
serve space for one cross-arm
at a suitable point on each of
said poles for the fire, police,
telephone, and telegraph signal
wires belonging to the munici-
pality and used by it exclusively
for municipal purposes.

Copies of proposed Plans-
#31005920-are available in the
Board of Selectmen’s Office 9
am. — 3 p.m. Monday through
Thursday; 9 a.m. — 12 noon on
Friday located at 10-B West State
Street, Senior Center Building,
2nd Floor.

Granby Selectboard
10/23/2025

L

«Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
« Civic Memorials & Custom Designs «
H-l You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process. rE

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

'p

LY

cluch's
MEMORIALS

H haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
Ludlow, MA

1014 Center St

e

583-6508 ]

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping
 new installation
* repairs
o Title 5 inspection
ol
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

18%.

NAPA® Premium Performance

Conventional Motor 0il

10W30, 10W40, 5W20, 5W30

332? 30W, 10W30, 10W40, 5W20, 5W30
Belchertovwn Auto Parls

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661

NAPA AUTO PARTS: (W8P AUTO PARTS

OR 323-9296

Get the
Good Stuff

SPECIALIZING IN

Slate e Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters =
Historical Restoration  Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal =

Tel. 413-283-4395 e Cell 413-237-9434 R

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

=/,
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley%

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

ALASKA COAL STOVE 2020,
CHANNING 11, Model 140, paddle
feed. Very good condition. Excellenct
source to heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48”
hearth pad included. Reasonable of-
fer. 413-238-5986.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN
TOOLS OF ALL KINDS

Priced for quick sale.

2007 Ford E150 Van
w/shelving, bins, racks, etc.
Electrician Tools * Carpenter Tools
* Mechanic Tools ® Plumbers Tools.

SERVICES WANTED

NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 350’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-658-8535 413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
ARA JUNK
FIREWOOD FURNITURE
REMOVAL
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality &
volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED CORD HARD WOOD.
Cut and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2
cord plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-
426-4123

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting, ~ fishing,
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.
Call Paul 413-206-8688.

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

HOME IMPROVEMENT

\

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC - In charge of daily
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as
keeping equipment records/ordering parts.
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come
& meet with us!
RB ENTERPRISES
Ludiow, MA * 413 583-8393

CASH
JUN

AND REPA

OR

ABLE

S

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks:

X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

=
=)
i'ﬂh} -

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BRNFELD

- M

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

APARTMENT: WEST SPRINGFIELD,
$1775. Private, quiet, dead-end street,
kitchen, living area, 2 bedrm., 1 bath,
sunroom or extra living space. Stackable
washer/dryer, patio. NO PETS! Storage! 2
entrance ways! Driveway parking! All utili-
ties included. 413-231-7757.

VACATION
RENTALS

OTIS RESERVOIR. COTTAGE for rent
on the water. 2 bedroom, available April
1-Jan. 1. Weekly rental $2500. Call 413-
214-2680.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVIGES
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
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Warning: May Cause Roof Gawking.

Window World of Western Mass. is an
Owens Corning Preferred Platinum Partner,
less than 1% of all roofing contractors have
earned this distinction.

Your roof does more than protect, it
represents up to 40% of your home’s
exterior design. So, when you invest in a
new roof, you shouldn’t just like the results.
You should love them.

FAMILY-OWNED.
NO SUBCONTRACTORS.

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 ¢ WindowWorldOfWesternMA.com ¢ Belchertown ¢ Westfield ¢« Adams




