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BELCHERTOWN—The 
B e l c h e r t ow n  E d u c a t i o n 
Foundation (BEF) has award-
ed seven grants totaling nearly 
$23,000 to Belchertown Public 
Schools for the 2026-2027 

school year, and $133,000 over 
the last decade. 

“Our mission is to enrich 
the education of Belchertown 
Public School students by 
funding innovative, high-im-

pact initiatives that would 
otherwise go unfunded,” says 
BEF Board President, Jennifer 
Faulkner. “Soon we will cel-
ebrate 10 years of impact and 
share gratitude with all who 
have touched the Foundation 
in some way. It’s because of 
our community that we con-
tinue to grow. This year we’ve 
granted one of the largest 
amounts in our history.”

The Foundation’s grant 
admin i s t r a to r,  S t ephen 
Bourgeois, notes that this 
year’s grants range from an 
Outdoor Classroom to proj-
ects that welcome students 
entering new schools due to 
the closure of Cold Spring 
School. “We awarded a grant 
to school nurses for the first 
time that enhances student 
safety during field trips. We 
also had the opportunity 
to expand upon past grants 
for a dyslexia library and 
new ovens to enhance bak-
ing skills leading to greater 

independence for Transitions 
Classroom students.” 

The 2026-27 grants include 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The 
W a r e  R i v e r 
Valley Domestic 
Violence Task 
Force is prepar-
ing for its 11th 
annual Domestic 
V i o l e n c e 
A w a r e n e s s 
W a l k  & 
G a t h e r i n g 
t o  b e  h e l d o n 
Sunday, Oct. 18 a t  1 
p.m.

The walk will start and 
finish at Veterans Park on 
Main Street. In the event of 
rain, the event will be held 
inside Town Hall, 126 Main 
St.

Monica Moran, Ware 
River Valley Domestic 
Vi o l e n c e  Ta s k  Fo r c e 
Coordinator, said this year’s 
walk will have a lot of the 
same things it has had in the 
past, but also include some 
new things. 

The walk was the idea of 
task force member Jennie 

Simmons, who led its orga-
nization efforts for the past 
10 years, before turning the 
reins over to others. 

As always,  the task 

force is partnering with 
the Ware High School 

Domestic Violence Task 
Force, and the walk and 
gathering will be led by 
the students. Student Reese 
McKeever will emcee the 
event.

There will be a free 
children’s bike raffle, free 
donuts, free hot dogs pre-
pared and served by the 
Ware Knights of Columbus 
Council 183, a photo booth, 
music by DJ Roy Erickson, 
children’s art, and tables set 
up by local organizations 
and resources. 

“Every year there’s new 

partners,” Moran said. 
Moran said this is the 

second year the Knights 
of Columbus have volun-
teered to provide food for 
the event, and she said their 
support is “really great.”

During the event, the task 
force will display a table set 
with plates and dinnerware. 
Each plate has a place card 
with the name of a person 
who died due to domestic 
violence.

This year, there are two 
more names to add to the 
table, and both hit close to 
home.

D i a n e  O p p e r  o f 
Belchertown was killed 
in  March ,  and  Emma 
Pasterczyk of Palmer was 
killed in April in a hotel 
room at UMass Amherst. 

“My hope for the walk is 
that domestic violence vic-
tims/survivors see that their 
communities support and 
care about them,” task force 
member Erin Ballard said. 
“There are many resourc-
es that participate in tabling 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
The Capital Improvement 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e 
reviewed requests from 
the Select Board for the 
November Special Town 
Meeting.

Town Manager  S teve 
Williams attended the Oct. 7 
meeting to explain the three 
items that were highlighted 
by the Select Board as poten-
tial capital projects. 

Williams said the town 
received additional revenues 
and departments began put-
ting in a list of items they 
may need. Approximately 

$340,000 in additional reve-
nue was calculated. 

The Select Board agreed to 
spend $150,000 and put the 
other $190,000 into reserves. 

One of the items is for a 
human resource study for 
about $42,000. Williams said 
there hasn’t been a study like 
this done in about 13 years. 

The human resource study 

will help update job descrip-
tions and responsibilities. 
It will also help make sure 
wages are competitive. 

The other item is police 
cruiser radios for about 
$ 3 4 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  P o l i c e 
Department put in a need for 
updated radios for their cruis-
ers. 

There are two items from 

the school departments. One 
item is due to Jabish Brook 
Middle School discover-
ing an issue with the boil-
er. The burner of the boiler 
needs repair and is listed at 
$25,000. 

The other is for a water 
storage system for the reha-
bilitation of the Belchertown 
High School football field. 

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  a b o u t 
the projects, the Capital 
Improvemen t  P l ann ing 
Committee went over each 
item to ask questions and see 
where each one fell under 
prioritization. 

Williams addressed ques-

Capital Improvement Committee reviews requests by SB

Annual walk/gathering brings 
awareness to domestic violence

Education Foundation Grants 
$23,000 to Belchertown schools

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
BEF grant administrators Mim Plavin-Masterman, left, and 
Stephen Bourgeois attended the September teacher convoca-
tion in Belchertown sharing nearly $23,000 with 2026-27 grant 
awardees for projects that enrich the educational environment.

Domestic Violence 
Awareness Walk 

& Gathering
Sunday, Oct. 18 - 1pm

Veteran’s Park, 
Main St., Ware

Please see WALK, page 3

By Zacharias 
Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – A 
public hearing was held by 
the Massachusetts Water 
Resources Commission 
to discuss a request from 
the Massachusetts Water 
Resources Authority to 
transfer an additional 20 
million gallons of water 
per day from the Quabbin 
Reservoir to the eastern 
Massachusetts communities 
the reservoir serves.

The reason cited is to 
accommodate the expansion 
of its service area. 

Legislators and local offi-

cials, along with residents 
spoke strongly in opposition 
of this request at the Sept. 
30 hearing, citing fairness, 
equity and history, among 
other themes. State leaders 
in attendance included Rep. 
Aaron Saunders, Sen. Jake 
Oliveira, Sen. Jo Comerford 
and Sen. Peter Durant. 

Saunders spoke of the his-

tory of the Quabbin, saying 
“The Quabbin is not merely 
a distant water source.” 

He spoke about how it 
displaced residents and 
reshaped the region of the 
state for the benefit of mil-
lions of people in metro 
Boston, and how to this day, 
the residents and communi-
ties protect and steward the 

water. He said the lands of 
the Quabbin are taken from 
the tax bases of communities 
and residents live with water 
restrictions to preserve the 
water, but they cannot access 
it when their own wells run 
dry. 

“This is the context in 
which I urge the commis-
sion to reject the MWRA’s 
application as presented,” 
Saunders said. 

He also noted that the 
request of 20 million gal-
lons is the largest request 
ever made in 40 years of the 
interbasin transfer being law. 

Saunders also spoke about 
the interbasin transfer act, 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
As part of celebrating the 
regional Quabbin Days event, 
the Friends of Lake Wallace 
hosted a BioBlitz at the Lake 
Wallace Sensory Trail 

The BioBlitz was held on 
Oct. 10 to explore the trail 
that is maintained by the 
Friends of Lake Wallace. 

Louise Levy is one of the 
Friends who used to teach at 
Belchertown High School. 
During her teaching years, 
Levy would bring her stu-
dents to the trail. 

Starting in 2009, people 
gathered by Lake Wallace 
to do an area cleanup with 
the  Connec t i cu t  R ive r 
Conservancy. 

The trail first broke ground 
in 2021 with an official grand 
opening happening in 2022. 
The trail is approximate-

ly 1.75 to 2 miles long and 
became an addition to the 
space that would draw visi-
tors. 

Back in 2018, the town 
r a i s e d  $ 2 6 , 0 0 0  w h i c h 
w a s  m a t c h e d  w i t h  a 
Massachusetts Trail grant for 
a total of $52,000. 

Students at the Conway 
School of Landscape Design 
planned the designs for the 
trail. Paths were added to 
go in several directions near 
Lake Wallace with one of 
them connecting to Foley 
Field. 

The trail is maintained 
thanks to the time put in by 
about 20 volunteers. 

“That is why there is 
Friends of Lake Wallace,” 
Levy said. 

Another direction of the 
sensory trail takes travelers to 
a hiking trail into the woods. 

TURLEY STAFF PHOTO
Representatives from 

the communities 
surrounding the 

Quabbin Reservoir 
attended a public 

hearing on Sept. 30.

Legislators, local leaders 
speak against MWRA request

Friends of Lake 
Wallace host BioBlitz

“The MWRA’s attempt to leverage the very 
law designed to protect our communities to 
instead deprive us of basic information about 
a proposed transfer adds immeasurable 
insult to generations of injury.”

 – Rep. Aaron Saunders

TURLEY PHOTO  BY RYAN DRAGO
Louise Levy of the Friends of Lake Wallace led the BioBlitz which 
took trail walkers to an observation platform to view the lake. 

Please see QUABBIN, 
page 4

Please see LAKE WALLACE, 
page 7

Please see CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT, page 3

Please see GRANTS, page 11
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Most Major 
Credit Cards 

Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates 

Available

Family 
Owned & 
Operated 

Closing For The Season Oct. 30th - 
STOCK UP FOR WINTER!

Fall Favorites: Mums, Pumpkins, 
Gourds, Indian Corn, Straw Bales, 

Cornstalks, Fall Decorations, 
Our Own: Large Cabbages, Beans, Carrots, Corn, 

Radishes, Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Pickles, 
Leaf Lettuce, Beets, Scallions, Cucumbers, Apples, 

Honey Nut, Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash, Cauliflower
10 & 50 lb bags of Potatoes, 10 lb bags of Onions

Gibbles Chips Sale! Dickinson Farms’ Salad Dressing Sale!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

NEW HOURS: Monday - Sunday 8am-6pm

**HEALTHY DOUGH!**
Sourdough Delivery

Every Friday!

GRANBY – The 7th annu-
al Putt for Pets and Vets 
Tournament was played at 
Westover Municipal Golf 
Course in Granby on July 18. 

Players from Connecticut, 
N e w  Yo r k ,  F l o r i d a , 
California and Alaska braved 
brutal weather conditions 
and joined local golfers for 
the event, which was held 
in loving memory of Tucker 
Moran, Margot Moran and 
Chris Whalen.

Tucker  was  a  gradu-
ate of Amherst Regional 
High School before enlist-
ing in the Navy and serving 
in the Korean War. Upon 
his return, he used the G.I. 
Bill to attend the University 
of Massachusetts. He died 
unexpectedly at his home 
in Belchertown in July of 
2017 and is buried at the 
Massachuset ts  Veterans 
Cemetery in Agawam.

Margot  was a  gradu-
ate of Belchertown High 
School, Mount Holyoke 
College, and the University 
of Massachusetts. She held 
two careers: first as an 
English teacher/professor for 
South Hadley High School/
Westfield State College, 
then as the Administrative 
Assistant for St. Michael’s 
Cathedral in Springfield. 

She died unexpectedly 
at Baystate Wing Hospital 
in June of 2025. She is 
buried with Tucker at the 
Massachuset ts  Veterans 
Cemetery in Agawam.

Chris was a graduate of 
Cathedral High School and 
the Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts. His infec-
tious personality touched 
countless lives, especial-
ly as he through-hiked the 
Appalachian Trail in 2021. 

He died unexpectedly at 

his home in Otis in February 
of 2025 and his ashes were 
spread privately by his family 
and friends.

Ninety-two golfers and 
nine volunteers participated 
in the event. The proceeds 
from the tournament have 
been evenly split between the 
Belchertown Animal Relief 
Committee and the Sgt. 
Joshua D. Desforges VFW 
Post 3236 in Ludlow.

The Moran and Whalen 
families thank Westover 
Municipal Golf Course and 
all those who participated in 
the event.

 
 

❚ COMMUNITY�

7th annual Putt for Pets and Vets Tournament held

Participants in the 7th annual Putt for Pets and Vets Tournament held up prizes received at the 
July 18 event at Westover Municipal Golf Course in Granby.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Volunteers handed out prizes 

at the 7th annual Putt for Pets 
and Vets Tournament, 

held in memory of Tucker 
Moran, Margot Moran and 

Chris Whalen.

at the event to get conversa-
tions going on what is avail-
able. Connecting victims to 
services is crucial and can 
make a huge difference. The 
Empty Table display’s pur-
pose is to make an impact on 
how these situations are so 
tragic and what people have 
to lose especially when the 
victims children suffer this 
type of loss.”

Moran said the task force 
will also be collecting dona-
tions for its domestic vio-
lence survivor’s fund, which 
provides emergency assis-
tance for people needing to 
leave dangerous situations. 
The fund can help pay for 
things like hotel rooms, car 
repairs, cell phone replace-
ment and utility bills.

“The kinds of things that 
when you’re dealing with a 
lot, will spiral you down,” 
Moran said.

Moran said this fund is 
getting low, and people will 
be able to make donations to 
it during the walk and gath-
ering. 

State Rep. Todd Smola 
and District Attorney David 
Sullivan and others will 
speak at the event. 

The walk itself will follow 
the same route as last year, 

traveling Main Street, then 
turning left to go up Church 
Street, left onto Pleasant 
Street, then a left onto North 
Street, before returning to 
Veterans Park. 

Moran said one of the 
goals of the walk is to show 
survivors that the community 
has zero tolerance for domes-
tic violence, and help con-
nect them to vital resources. 

Task force member Jenny 
Raiche talked about the 
importance of showing sup-
port for survivors.

“The recent case of the 
‘Cornell 7’ is national news, 
and for every social media 
post we see in support of the 
survivor, we also see posts 
questioning her judgment 
and defending her attackers,” 
Raiche said. “The women in 
our community – our friends, 
our daughters, ourselves – 
are seeing these posts too. 
It’s more important than ever 
to support survivors, and 
to push back on the harm-
ful idea that survivors are to 
blame for the criminally abu-
sive behaviors of other peo-
ple.”

Moran said the task force 
and the Ware High School 
Task Force are working to 
bring awareness to different 
types of domestic violence, 
including coercive control 

and blame-shifting.
“Even today, a lot of peo-

ple think of domestic vio-
lence as just physical abuse,” 
Moran said. 

Moran said the high school 
task force members are 
working on a writing prompt 
related to blame-shifting, to 
help students identify this 
type of controlling behavior 
in their relationships.

“The statistics show that 
most people who experience 
domestic violence, experi-
ence it young,” Moran said.

Now the that Ware River 
Valley Domestic Violence 
Task Force is in its 26th year 
(and the high school task 
force in its 16th), its mem-
bers continue to work with 
local police departments to 
provide resources and assis-
tance to survivors.

Moran said the task force 
has signed a memorandum 
of understanding with the 
Ware Police Department to 
provide two hours a month 
for Officer Somer Bren to do 
follow-up calls with survi-
vors of domestic violence in 
the community. 

The task force has recently 
released a video that helps 
survivors through the process 
of requesting a restraining 
order. This video has been 
shared with every police 

department in the state, 
Moran said. 

The task force has also 
printed a pamphlet explain-
ing how to fill out a 209A 
affidavit (an abuse protection 
order) and file it with the 
court.

About the task force
The Ware River Valley 

Domestic Violence Task 
Force currently serves Ware, 
Warren and Hardwick. The 
mission of the task force is 
to prevent and respond to 
domestic violence in these 
towns with community-led, 
community driven initiatives.

The Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task 
Force is funded by a grant 
awarded to the Town of 
Ware by the Department 
of  Housing and Urban 
Development through the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t  B l o c k 
Grant  Program, by the 
Massachusetts Office of 
Rural Health, and by dona-
tions from the community.

Task force members are a 
group of over 300 commu-
nity members, survivors and 
representatives from local 

and county agencies that 
have been at work preventing 
and ending intimate partner 
violence since 2000. 

For those seeking help, 
local advocacy services are 
available through Behavioral 
Health Network in Ware at 
413-967-6241. For those 
who use abuse, but want to 
change and become safe, a 
Call for Change Helpline 
can be reached at 877-898-
3411.  The Task Force can 
be reached on Facebook, at 
www.waredvtaskforce.org, 
or at wrvdvtaskforce@gmail.
com.

WALK from page 1

tions about the capital budget 
and how the money would be 
allocated.

“$190,000 of it is going 
in to  savings  accounts ,” 
Williams said.

Clerk Michael  Hofler 
informed the public that the 
committee’s role is to take the 
requests for capital improve-
ments and prioritize them. 
The top ones on the list are 
defined as safety, meeting 
legal requirements and mis-
sion critical. 

“Our job is to say that proj-
ect is more important than 
these others,” Hofler said.

The cruiser radios for the 
Police Department fall into 
safety. 

With the heating sea-

son approaching, Williams 
thought the burner repair 
at the middle school can be 
considered as mission criti-
cal. The committee asked if 
there was an opportunity for 
the school to have it planned, 
but Williams said it’s more of 
a timing issue the school had. 

Williams said he values 
the recommendations from 
the Capital Improvement 
Planning Committee. 

Eric Bernardin of the com-
mittee said he wants there 
to be better communication 
with the school department 
to know more about capital 
projects. 

The committee recom-
mended to support the water 
storage project with a request 
that the school reapply to 
the Community Preservation 
Committee for additional 

funds for a scope change for 
the amount of money. 

The committee voted on 
each item separately and 
okayed the recommendations 
for the approval of the water 
storage project, the police 
cruiser radios and the burn-
er replacement at the middle 
school. 

Appointment
The Capital Improvement 

Planning Committee reviewed 
the application of Rick Kowal 
to join the committee.

Kowal is a former member 
of the Capital Improvement 
Planning Committee and cur-
rently serves on the Finance 
Commit tee .  Kowal  a lso 
served on the Building and 
Grounds Committee. 

The committee unanimous-
ly appointed Kowal. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
from page 1

B E L C H E RT O W N —
Early in-person voting 
begins on Saturday, Oct. 
17 and runs through Friday, 
Oct. 30.   It is being held 
in the auditorium at Town 
Hall, 2 Jabish St.  

The hours for Saturday, 
Oct .  17 and Oct.  24, 
will be from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.  Weekday hours will 
be from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
For this election, the bal-
lot is 2 pages, a first for 
Belchertown.

Be sure to be ready to 
vote when you come in 
person, to avoid delays in 
the voting booths.   In the 
back of the red voter infor-
mation book, there is a 
voter check sheet that you 
can bring with you to make 
voting quicker and easi-
er, as the questions can be 
confusing and being pre-
pared will help you have 
confidence when you vote.

We also suggest bringing 
the check sheet with you if 
you are voting in person on 
election day.   Lots of extra 
voter information books 
can be found at the Town 
Hall and Clapp Memorial 
Library.

If  you have already 
requested a ballot by mail, 
you should be receiving 
them shortly, they have all 

been mailed.  
Please consider returning 

your ballot just as soon as 
you can to allow time for 
processing before the elec-
tion and be sure to return 
both pages.  

If you are able, you can 
use the secure ballot drop 
box at Town Hall, which 
is available 24/7 and is 
collected multiple times 
throughout the day.   This 
is much quicker than using 
the Postal Service to return 
your ballot.

To check the status of 
your mail-in ballot, go to 
“mass.gov” and put “track 
my ballot” in the search 
bar.   Here you will be able 
to see when your ballot was 
mailed to you and when we 
received it back.

The Board of Registrars 
will be holding a voter 
registration drive at the 
Belchertown Senior Center 
on Tuesday, Oct. 20 from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Feel free to stop by with 
any election or voter regis-
tration questions. They will 
be able to check your voter 
registration status for you.

If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to 
contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 413-323-0281 or 
clerk@belchertown.org”

News from the Town 
Clerk on voting

The Sentinel welcomes 
readers to participate in 
this year’s state election by 
writing letters to the editor 
for publication. 

Letters of up to 250 
words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on 
the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be 
sent to the The Sentinel 
by email to sentinel@tur-
ley.com or care of: Turley 
Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 by 

12 noon on Friday, Oct. 
16 to be published in the 
Wednesday, Oct. 21 edi-
tion. No endorsement let-
ters will be printed in the 
last edition before the elec-
tion.

Letter writers need to 
provide their name and the 
town they reside in. 

Please include a daytime 
telephone number (for ver-
ification purposes only) 
when submitting your let-
ter. Your phone number 
will not be printed. 

Election letters must 
be received by Oct. 16

B E L C H E RT O W N —
Have you ever spent a night 
in the graveyard when 
Halloween is approaching? 

T h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Historical Association is 

once again holding Historic 
Ha l loween  Graveyard 
Tours in the Mount Hope 
Cemetery. Tours will be 
held on Sunday, Oct. 25, 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Inhabitants of the cem-
e t e r y  t h a t  i m p a c t e d 
Belchertown’s history will 
“come to life” represented 
by members of the commu-
nity in period costumes. 

Tours will start from the 
United Church of Christ 
parish house, where a 
renowned storyteller will 
share stories of Halloweens 
past.

Vi s i t o r s  w i l l  m e e t 
Belchertown residents from 
the 19th Century, along 
with some occasional spir-
its, and lost souls wander-
ing among the tombstones. 

The event is free; dona-
tions being collected toward 
continued reconstruction 
of the Washington District 
Schoolhouse. 

This is not a trick or treat 
event.

Historical graveyard 
tours set for Oct. 25
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lb
$335

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/15/26-10/21/2610/15/26-10/21/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ ......................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN HEAT & EAT

SHRIMP TOAST 12 PC TRAY ............

$159USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB ..................

ea
$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS
lb $1599

USDA INSP. 
VIRGINIA HAM ......................
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS
STUFFED PORK LOIN CHOPS 
or ROAST W/ PEPPERIDGE STUFFING 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............
USDA INSP. KAYEM

HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX ................ lb

$335

$888

$399
ea

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS

BEEF
STRIPLOIN

$769
lb

$199
lb

$199
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

$299

$777
lb

$177USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG  lb

ea

USDA INSP. FOZEN
BABY BACK PORK RIBS TWIN PAK 

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

  

HEARTS & CRAFTS 
STATION

1339 main street, palmer, ma
We are a do it yourself craft space, ceramics,

wood, holiday decor, jewelry and more.
Contact Laura Pompei 413-575-8232
heartsandcraftsstation@gmail.com

Hearts and Crafts Station in Facebook
heartsandcraftsstation.com

Pair a Grilled Cheese On Our Homemade Bread 
with a Cup or Bowl of Our New House Soup!
Breakfast, Lunch & Specials

Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

178 Federal St.
Belchertown
(413) 323-6175

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSETHE ROADHOUSE
CAFECAFE

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

which is the legal process 
for the request being made. 
He said under the statute, the 
donor and receiving commu-
nities need to have access 
to the same information to 
weigh their decisions, but 
in this case, the donor com-
munities are not being told 
what the need for the water 
is, which communities will 
be getting it, and how much 
water is going to each indi-
vidual community. 

He  sa id  t he  ea s t e rn 
Massachusetts communities 
will have all that information. 

“The MWRA’s attempt 
to leverage the very law 

designed to protect our com-
munities to instead deprive 
us of basic information about 
a proposed transfer adds 
immeasurable insult to gen-
erations of injury,” he said of 
the request.

“Quabbin region residents 
are being asked to comment 
on the extraction of 20 mil-
lion gallons of water per 
day without knowing where 
the water will go, who will 
receive it, how much each 
community needs, or what 
public benefit supposedly 
justifies the burden,” he said. 

Oliveira spoke about the 
levels of the Quabbin being 
the lowest they have been in 
his lifetime. 

“If you go to the Quabbin 
Reservoir right now, you can 
see how low the water is,” he 
said. 

He said the request of 20 
million gallons is equivalent 
to one John Hancock build-
ing in Boston, and there is 
no clear guidance on who 
will receive the water. He 
urged the commission to 
hold a future hearing on 
the decision in western 
Massachusetts so people 
from the region can attend.

Oliveira also spoke about 
the interbasin transfer law, 
saying “the spirit of the law 
is intentionally being broken 
right now, and if this makes 
its way to a court of law, I 
guarantee that they would 
probably side with the legis-
lators.” 

Comerford spoke about the 
commission’s responsibility 
to safeguard the water future 

for the entire commonwealth, 
and spoke about how the 
Quabbin towns face restric-
tions on economic develop-
ment while getting little pay-
ment in return. 

“Your decisions today have 
generational impacts…I urge 
you to reject the MWRA’s 
application,” Comerford said. 

She also recommended 
against future water trans-
fers until fundamental ques-
tions are answered, saying, 
“I ask the commission today 
to recommend against any 
future water transfers from 
the Quabbin until the com-
monwealth has resolved fun-
damental questions of equi-
ty, stewardship and a com-
mon water future for all in 
Massachusetts.” 

She said the region has 
chronic population decline, 
limited infrastructure and a 
dearth of economic activity, 

and asked what would hap-
pen when the region runs out 
of resources to protect the 
water.

Comerford said the towns 
took formal votes during 
town meetings and select 
board letters asking for more 
representation on the MWRA 
board of directors, since the 
region has no seat, and for 
more payment in lieu of taxes 
funding. 

“The MWRA and its advi-
sory board responded nega-
tively with disinterest, dis-
information and even open 
disdain,” Comerford said.

Durant said the water 
system is under stress and 
extracting with no compensa-
tion is not good, and he also 
spoke of the proposed bat-
tery energy storage system in 
Oakham. 

Stephen Garabedian of the 
Belchertown Conservation 
Commission said he believes 
the application is a done 
deal, saying the governor 
wants this water to devel-
op a former naval base and 
turn it into 6,000 housing 
units. He said since there are 
no resources for water near 
Boston, they are turning to 
the Quabbin. 

“Water  f lows  toward 
money,” he said. 

Some leaders,  includ-
ing Patty Gamborini of the 
Pioneer Valley Planning 

C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  S u e 
Cloutier of New Salem asked 
about desalination plants, and 
whether one could be built on 
the coast of Boston. Cloutier 
said when she was in eighth 
grade, she did a study on 
desalination happening in 
Florida, saying the technolo-
gy is there. 

Matthew Broderick of the 
Oakham Planning Board 
said a third of their town was 
taken for the watershed, and 
the town takes its steward-
ship seriously, and they are 
also in support of protect-
ing their self interests and 
the reservoir from the BESS 
facility. 

“Our confidence in the 
stewardship of the MWRA 
has been severely eroded,” 
he said, and noted there 
could be severe impacts if the 
BESS system experiences an 
accident. 

E d  C o m e a u  o f 
B e l c h e r t ow n  s a i d  t h e 
Quabbin is 12 feet below 
capacity, and the Quabbin/
Wachusett system is still a 
good reserve, but with cli-
mate change and changes in 
precipitation, it could take 
years to build back to the lev-
els the reservoir was once at. 

The commission will make 
a decision about this request 
at a future public hearing, 
which is yet to be scheduled 
as of this publication. 

QUABBIN from page 1
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B E L C H E R T O W N —
From the Town Clerk, the 
deadline to register to vote 
in the upcoming November 
3, 2026 State Election is 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 2026.

Be sure to check your 
voter registration status 
ahead of time at www.mass.
gov and put “check voter 
registration status” in the 
search bar.   If it shows that 
you are inactive, please con-
tact the Town Clerk’s Office 
to update your status prior 
to the election.  

The reason voters show as 
inactive is because the Town 
did not receive a signed cen-
sus for 2026.   If you return 
your signed census each 

year, your voter status will 
remain active, and you will 
avoid having to complete 
additional forms at the time 
of voting.  You can register 
to vote online at www.regis-
tertovotema.com.

The State has mailed out 
the red “Information for 
Voters” booklets to all vot-
ers in the State. This book-
let explains all 9 questions 
that will appear on the Nov. 
3rd ballot.   The last page of 
this booklet has a tear out 
sheet where you can mark 
your responses ahead of 
time.  You are welcome to 
bring this voter checklist 
with you to vote, to help 
complete the ballot quicker.

Fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e , 
Belchertown will have a 
2-page ballot.  Not just a 
2-sided ballot, but 2 sepa-
rate pages.   We do antici-
pate it taking voters longer 
to mark their ballots in the 
voting booths and are hop-
ing to shorten the time if 
everyone comes prepared to 
vote, instead of seeing the 
questions for the first time 
on election day.

If you have any questions 
or concerns, please feel free 
to contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 413-323-0281 or 
email clerk@belchertown.
org.  Be sure to follow us on 
Facebook for up-to-the-min-
ute information.”

Annual Meeting 
of Friends of the 
CML date change

BELCHERTOWN—The 
Friends of Clapp Memorial 
Library regret to announce 
that the Annual Meeting 
scheduled for Oct. 15 has 
been postponed due to 
scheduling conflicts with 
several Board members.  We 
will publish the new date 
soon.  

Plans to celebrate our 50th 
Anniversary on Oct. 24 from 
2 to 4 p.m. are in the mak-
ing.  

More details will be forth-
coming (there will be cake!). 

BELCHERTOWN—The 
Belchertown Lions Club 
will change up its typical 
Halloween celebration this 
year by partnering with 
the local 4-H Club to bring 
you Trunk or Treat 2026 
on the Belchertown Town 
Common. 

Mark your calendars for 
Oct. 17, from 4 to 7 p.m., 

and join the fun where 
decorated vehicles along 
with some restored vintage 
classics will be lined up 
with buckets of treats to be 
handed out to the attend-
ees.

Additionally, a free hay-
ride will be available to 
boot, the rain date will be 
Oct. 24.

B E L C H E R T O W N —
T h e  P i o n e e r  Va l l e y 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n 
(PVPC) is working with 
the Belchertown Planning 
Department on a land use 
planning process. As part of 
that work, PVPC is gathering 
community input through a 
short online survey, and any-
one who lives, works, owns 
property, runs a business, 
or regularly spends time in 
Belchertown is encouraged 
to take part.

The survey asks respon-
dents for their views on 
several topics that will help 
guide the planning process:
•	 Changes they would like 

to see explored, such as 
lot sizes in the town cen-
ter and elsewhere, tourism, 
small business develop-
ment, mixed-use develop-

ment, and working farms 
and woodlands

•	 New businesses 
and services they 
would like to see 
in town

•	 Industries and 
types of jobs the 
Tow n  s h o u l d 
focus on attracting

•	 Whether the Town should 
encourage, discourage, or 
not change various types 
of housing, from senior 
housing and apartment 
buildings to townhouses, 
accessory rental rooms, 
and cluster housing with 
open space

•	 What they would like 
Belchertown to be known 
for in fifteen years
The survey has six ques-

tions and takes only a few 
minutes to complete. Every 

response helps give planners 
a clearer picture of 
what the community 
values and where it 
wants to go.

The  su rvey  i s 
ava i l ab l e  on l ine 
at surveymonkey.
com/r/GKSG8WD, 

or by scanning the QR code 
included with this release. 
Please note that the survey 
address is case-sensitive and 
must be entered exactly as 
shown.

Questions about the sur-
vey or the land use planning 
process can be directed to 
the Belchertown Planning 
Department at planning@
belchertown.org or 413-
323-0407. More information 
about PVPC is available at 
pvpc.org.

Trunk or Treat 2026 
to be held Oct. 17

Ware Grange 
pumpkin 
carving Oct. 26

WARE—The Grange’s 
Annual Pumpkin Carving 
will be held on Monday, 
Oct. 26, at 6 p.m. at the 
Grange Hall located at 297 
Belchertown Road in Ware. 

This is the final Kids’ 
Corner workshop for this 
year. Families will enjoy the 
art of carving and decorating 
pumpkins, and kids will learn 
about the life cycle of pump-
kins, composting, and giving 
back to the soil. 

We will also have a fami-
ly-friendly Halloween story. 

This event is free. Bring 
your own pumpkin and join 
the fun. Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.  

Deadline to register to vote Oct. 24

PVPC launches land use survey
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH
FOR FALL FUN!

October 17th & 18th
$3,000 In Cash Prizes

Every Entry Receives A Gift

Randall’s Best Ever
Scarecrow Contest

YOUTH & ADULT
FIVE WINNING CATEGORIES

Best Overall, Most Traditional, 
Scariest, Most Creative & Funniest

TWENTY CASH PRIZES PLUS TEN CHARITY MATCHES!
Bring Your Entry To The Greenhouse By End Of Day 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17TH 
With Judging On Sunday, October 18th

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery

October Fall Fun Weekends!
IN THE GARDEN CENTER

Saturdays & Sundays
11AM – 4PM

Scarecrow Workshops
Make Your Own Life-Size Scarecrow

We Provide All The Materials
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Fall Festival FunFall Festival Fun
October 17th & 18th

Last 
WeekendWindow Service 10/16-10/18Window Service 10/16-10/18

Friday, Saturday,  & Sunday 12-7PM

Randall’s Pumpkin Decorating Contest
Every Entrant Receives A Gift

YOUTH & ADULT CLASSES
All Entries Must Be Submitted By 
Saturday October 24th

CASH PRIZES BY CATEGORY
Best, Funniest, Scariest  

& Most Creative

Pumpkin Decorating Workshop
We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations

“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

TIME TO ENTER!

*Build Your Own *Build Your Own 
Bouquet BarBouquet Bar

Create Your Own Bouquet From Our 
Beautiful Fall Fresh Flower Selections

FAMILY FUN!
Chuck The Chicken • Mini Hay Maze

Bean Bag Toss 
Duck Racing • Funny Bone Game

* Visit The Harris Farm Lambs
WMAS Radio Live Broadcast
* SUNDAY OCTOBER 18TH 11AM – 1PM

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Town of Palmer
Department of Public Works
Snowplow Contractors

The Town of Palmer Department of Public Works is seeking snow removal 
contractors for the 2026–2027 winter season. Contracts are available on the 
Town website and at the DPW office. Interested contractors should submit a 
completed contract and copies of the required insurance forms to the DPW 
office at 1015 Bridge St., Palmer. Rates have increased for the 2026–2027 
season. For questions, call (413) 283-2615, Monday through Friday, from  
7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. or email edeterman@townofpalmer.com for more info.

Plowing Rates
DESCRIPTION – ALL PLOWS MUST BE POWER ANGLE RATE

Pickup, minimum size ¾ ton, 4x4, 8’ plow $100/ hour
Small six-wheeler (1 ton), 4x4, 9’ plow $104/ hour
Large six-wheeler, 10’ plow $108/ hour
Large truck, 11’ plow at least 3’ high $128/ hour
Skid steer with attachments $100/ hour
Front end Loader with bucket/snow pusher/plow $183/ hour

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

BELCHERTOWN—The 
St. Francis Church Respect 
Life Committee is sponsor-
ing their second annual col-
lection of items to support 
our Belchertown Veterans on 
Saturday Nov. 14 in front of 
the St. Francis Parish Center 
at 10 Park Street, between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and noon. 

All items collected will be 
available to our Belchertown 
Veterans at our local Veterans 
Agency Office located at the 
Belchertown Senior Center.

The following items, as 
well as monetary donations 
would be greatly appreciated:

Food - tuna, peanut butter, 
spices, vegetable oil, sauc-
es, canned soup, canned fruit 
(anything non-perishable for 
food shelves)

Hygiene Items - sham-
poo, razors, shaving cream, 
individually wrapped toilet 
paper, Kleenex, feminine 
products, deodorant, bath 
soap, hand soap, toothpaste

Cleaning Items - dish 
detergent, laundry detergent 
(smaller sizes)

Clothing - socks, gloves, 
hats, slipper socks

Pet Food - small cans of 
cat and dog food

Thank you for your gener-
ous support of our veterans.

BELCHERTOWN—St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish is 
excited to announce its 
upcoming Scramble Golf 
Tournament to raise funds 
for the construction of a new 
Parish Center on their Jabish 
Street campus. The tour-
nament will take place at 
Cold Spring Country Club 
in Belchertown on Oct. 17, 
with registration check-in 
beginning at 7:30 a.m. and a 
shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. 

P r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s 
required.

This event is made possi-
ble thanks to the generosi-
ty of our Platinum Sponsor: 
Window World of Western 
Mass.

Participants will enjoy 
a day of golf, including a 
continental breakfast and 
lunch. The entry fee is $150 

per person or $600 
per foursome, which 
covers golf, cart, and 
lunch.

In  add i t i on  t o 
some exciting play-
ing prizes, the tour-
nament will feature a 
$10,000 hole-in-one 
prize.

Local businesses 
are encouraged to 
consider sponsoring 
a tee or green, with 
sponsorship informa-
tion available on the tourna-
ment entry form.

Ent ry  forms  can  be 
found on the St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish website at 
Stfrancisbelchertown.com, 
as well as at Cold Spring 
Country Club, the Gathering 
Space at St. Francis Church, 
the parish office on Park 

Street, and Bell & Hudson 
Insurance Agency.

Join us for a day of fun, 
fellowship, and fundraising 
to support our community’s 
new Parish Center.

For more information 
contact James Phaneuf, 
To u r n a m e n t  D i r e c t o r, 
Te l .  4 1 3 - 2 1 9 - 3 8 7 4 , 
Jrphaneuf55@gmail.com

Belchertown 
veterans 
collections 
Nov. 14

❚ COMMUNITY�

Parish announces Scramble Golf 
Tournament to support new center

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Belchertown High School Field Hockey team celebrates 200 goal saves by senior year player Lila Roy.

200 Goals

B E L C H E R T O W N —
Come join us for fun and 
fellowship at the annu-
al  Hol iday Bazaar  on 
Saturday, Nov. 7 at Hope 
United Methodist Church 
located at 31 Main Street, 
Belchertown, Mass. 

We have a wonderful 
addition to our Bazaar this 
year. You will have a chance 
to say hello and sit with 

Santa and Mrs. Claus.
Come to stock up on our 

famous Conkey jams and 
jellies. There will be craft-
ed items, tempting breads 
and baked goods. There will 
also be a Holiday Cookie 
Shop. Fill a bag with all 
your favorite cookies for 
only $8.

There will be a variety 
of vendors. Enjoy a morn-

ing snack with coffee and 
donuts, or grab a cup of 
soup and a finger sandwich 
for a quick lunch from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. They will 
also be offering a Grab”N 
Go Bag, for $5. 

Come and enjoy the best 
place to do some early 
Christmas shopping. The 
Bazaar runs from 9 a.m to 
3 p.m. 

Holiday Bazaar will be held Nov. 7



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  O C T O BE R  15,  2026PAGE 6

❚ OPINION�

Sentinel
Belchertown, Granby & Amherst

EDITOR
sentinel@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Paige Lawor

PLawor@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Sentinel is published 
every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

WEB
sentinel.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5 
p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information 
about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

Every fall I look for the 
return of the dark-eyed 
juncos, also known as 

“snow birds” in the middle 
latitudes.

Over most of the eastern 
United States, they appear 
as winter sets in and then 
retreat northward each spring 
to breed. Other juncos are 
year-round residents, retreat-
ing into woodlands during 
the breeding season or, like 
those of the Appalachian 
Mountains, moving to higher 
elevations during the warmer 
months.

I have not seen any yet, but 
I keep an eye out for them. 
Often my first sighting of the 
year is along the side of the 
road when I spot their white 
tail feathers as they fly.

Dark-eyed juncos are little 
sparrows with gray plumage 
and white outer tail feath-
ers and white underneath. 
Females and juveniles are 
slightly browner and duller.

T h e y  
breed in 
f o r e s t s 
including 
c o n i f e r -
ous  and 
d e c i d u -
ous types 
and  can 
be found 
at eleva-

tions from sea level to over 
11,000 feet. Typically, the 
female lays between three to 
six eggs per clutch. She usu-
ally lays one egg per day until 
the clutch is complete

Their diet primarily con-
sists of seeds and insects, 
adapting to available food 
sources throughout the year.

Juncos are social birds, 
often seen in flocks during 
winter and they exhibit a dis-
tinctive hopping behavior on 
the ground. They flit about 
forest floors of the west-
ern mountains and Canada, 
then flood the rest of North 
America for winter. 

They are among the most 
abundant forest birds of North 
America. They come to feed-
ers and like many sparrows 
feed on the ground to glean 
seeds dropped there by other 
birds.

They prefer open, partially 
wooded areas with understo-
ry for cover. They also have 
a twittering call or  trilling 
song. If flushed from the 
ground, they appear gray or 
dark brown overall with vis-
ible white outer tail feathers.

The dark-eyed Junco is one 
of the most common birds in 
North America and can be 
found across the continent 
from Alaska to Mexico, from 

California to New York. A 
recent estimate set the junco’s 
total population at approxi-
mately 630 million individ-
uals.

The oldest recorded dark-
eyed Junco,  originally band-
ed in 1991, was at least 11 
years, 4 months old when it 
was recaptured and rereleased 
during banding operations 
in the same state of West 
Virginia in 2001. 

Large flock of sparrows
Recently, while driving to 

the bus stop to pick up my 
grandson, I flushed a large 
flock of sparrows along the 
side of the road. A large num-
ber of them flew across the 
road in front of the car. It hap-
pened quickly so I was not 
able to identify them. They 
were not juncos as they did 
not have white tail feathers

New bird feeder
A man, who attends meals 

at the Oakham Senior Center, 
built a feeder from tubing 
someone gave him.

He filled it with seed and 
put it outside. It took a few 
days for the birds to arrive, 
but he has a lot of birds com-
ing to it now.

eBird sightings
Recent eBird sightings 

included a Cape May war-
bler on Oct. 6 in Belchertown 
and an American redstart 
and a black-bellied plover, 
both spotted in the northeast 
Quabbin area on Oct. 6.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

This is one of my more 
funnier titles, isn’t it? 
It occurred to me that 

not everyone knows which 
fruits or vegetables should be 
washed prior to storage.  

Just yesterday I was 
pondering this topic 
myself, wondering if 
my fresh picked apples 
shou ld  be  washed 
before I stored them 
away in the fridge.  

Read on to learn the 
answer to that question 
as well as the same for 
other crops. While we’re at it 
I will provide additional tips 
to help achieve lengthy 
storage.

Apples should not 
be washed prior to 
storage. There is a 
protective waxy cov-
ering over the fruit that 
helps to increase its shelf 
life.  

Experiments prove that 
washing it off caused the 
apples to spoil much more 
quickly. Placing unwashed 
apples in a plastic bag that is 
either left open or has perfo-
rations in it then putting the 

bag in the crisper drawer of 
the refrigerator will give them 
the best chance at longevity. 
This method provides both air 

flow and humidity.  
Want to store carrots or 

beets? Use the same method. 
You will have to cut back 

the greens first, however. If 
you leave them on they will 

pull moisture from the roots 
rendering them limp. Cut 
back to a half inch or so.  

If your carrots or beets are 
super muddy it’s best to let 
them air dry briefly to get 

some of the extra dirt off, 
but just like apples, that 
protective waxy layer 
should not be washed 

off. If you are hop-
ing for a long stor-
age life, it makes 

sense to go through your 
bags of produce to remove 

any that begin to rot so that 
they won’t infect their neigh-
bors.  

There is something 
to be gleaned from 
the old adage “one 
bad apple spoils the 
whole barrel.”

Likewise, never 
wash potatoes before 

putting them in storage! 
Gently brush off dirt and store 
them in a single layer in the 
darkness around 55 degrees.  

Darkness wil l  prevent 
greening, which renders pota-
toes inedible. Potatoes should 
not be stored in the refriger-
ator. It changes their texture 

and makes them prone to rot.
I think it’s safe to say that 

we would never consider 
washing onions or garlic prior 
to storage.  We should, how-
ever, gently brush off the dirt 
near the roots and bottom por-
tion of the bulb.  After onions 
are properly cured, store them 
at temperatures close to 40 
degrees.  

Place apples, bananas, and 
tomatoes away from onions, 
these vegetables excrete 
ethylene gas as they ripen, 
causing onions to sprout pre-
maturely. Ethylene will also 
encourage potatoes to sprout. 

Use onion bulbs that have 
two centers first; they won’t 
store well.  Garlic stems 
should be cut back to a couple 
of inches before storing for 
the winter in a cool and dry 
location in mesh bags or on 
slatted trays etc.  

Softneck types of garlic 
have pliable foliage that lends 
itself well to braiding. In any 
case, allowing for good air 
circulation will ensure a long 
storage life. 

Keep your garlic fists 
intact; once broken apart, 

individual cloves do not keep 
as long.

Gently wash winter squash 
in a 10% bleach solution prior 
to storing at temperatures 
between 50 and 60 degrees; in 
this case it will help prevent 
rot.  

The flavor of many of 
our favorite squashes only 
improves with age. The same 
advice for washing prevails 
for pumpkins and gourds. 

As the harvest season con-
tinues, may these tips help to 
ensure that you get the lon-
gest possible storage life. A 
much deserved reward after 
all of your hard work!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

When to wash and when not to wash, that is the question

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I’m not yet old enough, 

but  must  I  enrol l  in 
Medicare at age 65? 

I am a disabled mili-
tary veteran with VA ben-
efits, so must I still take 
Medicare when I turn 65? 

Signed: Disabled 
Veteran

 
Dear Disabled Veteran: 

First, please accept my 
gratitude for your military 
service to our country. 
And please also know that 
if you now rely 100% on 
the VA for all your health-
care needs and you expect 
that to continue for the 
rest of your life, then you 
have the option to decline 
enrolling in Medicare 
Part B when you turn 65. 
However, if you believe 
that using healthcare pro-
viders from outside the VA 
may someday be in your 
future, you should enroll 
in Medicare when you are 
first eligible.  

A l t h o u g h  y o u  a r e 
required to enroll  in 
Medicare Part A (cover-
age for inpatient hospi-
talization services) if you 
collect Social Security 
after age 65, enrolling in 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for outpatient med-
icals services) is always 
optional because there is 
a monthly premium for 
Part B ($202.90 for 2026 - 
changes yearly). 

So, as a military veter-
an using VA healthcare, 
you have a choice to either 
enroll in Medicare Part 
B at age 65, or not if you 
get all your healthcare ser-
vices from the Veterans 
Administration. 

Just be aware that VA 
healthcare is not con-
sidered “creditable” for 
Medicare purposes, so 
if you do not enroll in 
Medicare Part B during 
your Medicare Initial 
Enrollment Period and 
later choose to enroll in 
Medicare Part B, there 
will be a permanent Late 
Enrollment Penalty for 
enrolling in Medicare 
Part B outside your initial 
enrollment period (your 

Medicare IEP is three 
months on either side of 
the month you turn 65). 

So, the decision you 
will need to make as you 
approach 65 years of age 
is this: will all of your 
healthcare needs always 
be provided through the 
VA? Or do you want the 
convenience (and flexibil-
ity) to know you can use 
any healthcare provider 
anywhere the U.S. or its 
territories, whenever and 
wherever you wish. 

If the latter is true, then 
you should likely enroll in 
Medicare Part B when you 
turn 65. You can still use 
the VA for some services 
if you are enrolled in both, 
but there is no coordina-
tion of benefits (e.g., the 
VA will not make copay-
ments if you use Medicare 
services, and vice versa). 

Which means that you 
may also wish to also 
cons ider  a  Medicare 
Advantage plan or  a 
Medicare Supplement plan 
to go with Medicare Part 
B if/when you enroll.  

I hope this answers your 
question, but please don’t 
hesitate to contact us again 
if needed. And, important-
ly, thank you for your ser-
vice to our country. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
a m a c f o u n d a t i o n . o rg /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.                                 

Does a Veteran who uses VA 
healthcare need Medicare at age 65?

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Dark-eyed 
junco

www.sentinel.turley.com
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Neighborhood
Marketplace

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet

Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-Night Halifax 
Bermuda Cruise
May 23-30, 2027

Dec. 5 ............Vermont Country Store with Lunch ............ $175
June 12 ..........Escape to Rockport ...................................... $120
Sept. 12-18 ....Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park ......... $5049
Oct. 18-26 ......Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol... $5249

Lake Wallace is the home 
of many wildlife species 
including birds, beavers, tur-
tles, foxes, otters and even a 
bear. The area is considered a 
thriving and diverse wetland. 

Throughout the sensory 
trail there are information 
signs that talk about the habi-
tats and geological history of 
Lake Wallace. 

The sensory trail also 
includes a story walk for 
visitors to read, learn and 
explore. An accessible bridge 
to Foley Field was an addi-
tional phase to the trail so 
visitors can further explore 
Lake Wallace and its sur-
roundings. 

There are several observa-
tional platforms that provide 
views of Lake Wallace for 
people to review. 

During the walk, folks 
could also witness artwork 
that was added to the sensory 
trail. Off to the side of one 
bridge is a metal sculpture of 
a heron designed by Donald 
Longley. 

Kiran Jandu from 
U M a s s  A m h e r s t 
engaged in a year-long 
social practice and sculp-
tural engagement project. 
The project resulted in a 
bench connecting to a stone 
that is located off the Lake 
Wallace Sensory Trail.

The Friends of  Lake 
Wallace are always seeking 
volunteers to assist in trail 

cleanup and 
maintenance. 
More infor-
mation about 

the Friends of Lake Wallace 
can be found on Facebook 
and by contacting friendso-

flakewallace@gmail.com
The sensory trail is locat-

ed off Whitlock Way, behind 
the Belchertown Police 
Station and near the former 
Belchertown State School. 

LAKE WALLACE
from page 1

The BioBlitz at the Lake 
Wallace Sensory Trail took 

place as part of celebrating 
Quabbin Days. A map of the 

trail could be viewed from 
the start. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
A metal sculpture of a heron 
designed by Donald Longley 
is displayed on the Lake 
Wallace Sensory Trail.

This bench was designed 
by Kiran Jandu.

GRANBY—Join  the 
Granby Free Public Library 
for a friendly, relaxed, after-
noon book club.

The group will meet 
m o n t h l y,  eve r y  t h i r d 
Tuesday of the month at 
2 p.m. to discuss various 
genres of fiction. 

Group members will vote 
on titles they would like to 
read in advance. 

Upcoming books are 
made avai lable at  the 
library in multiple formats - 
regular print, large print and 
audiobook. 

For the Oct. 20 meeting, 

the book choice is “The 
Briar Club” by Kate Quinn, 
stop by the library for a 
copy.

Afternoon book groups 
combine the joy of reading 
with the benefits of con-
versation, community, and 
personal enrichment, mak-
ing them a rewarding way 
to spend time and connect 
with others.

The Granby Free Public 
Library is located at 297 
E State St. in Granby, MA 
01033. 

Visit www.granbylibrary.
org for more information.

The Trial of 
Lizzie Borden

Thursday, Oct. 15 
at 5:30 p.m. 

Join Honorable Dennis 
J .  C u r r a n ,  J u s t i c e , 
Massachusetts Superior 
Court (Ret.) to discuss 
the famous case of Lizzie 
Borden!  Space is limited – 
Sign-up! 

Halloween Family 
Book Bingo 

Thursday, Oct. 22 at 6 p.m.
All ages are welcome! 

Come play bingo to win 
free books and enjoy some 
spooky treats.  

Sourdough Starter 
Workshop with 

Sourdough Brandon
Thursday, Oct. 29 at 6 p.m

Space is limited, sign-up. 

Knitting Group 
Every Wednesday 

afternoon at 2 p.m. 
Bring your latest project 

and join us for conversa-
tion, tips and tricks. 

Friends of the Granby 
Library Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 22

 at 4:30 p.m.
Visit our website for 

more information and to 
sign up for our programs! 
www.granbylibrary.org

GRANBY—The Friends 
of Granby Parks is host-
ing our 4th Annual Movie 
in the Park on Friday, Oct. 
16, the rain date: Saturday 
Oct. 24. The event is 
held in Dufresne Park in 
Granby, Mass.

Tr u n k  o r  Tr e a t i n g 
will begin at 5 p.m., and 
the movie, “Minions and 

Monsters”  wil l  begin 
around 6:30 p.m.

There will also be free 
balloon creations by Brie’s 
Balloons and glitter tat-
toos by Western Mass Face 
Painting from 5 to 7 p.m. 
The suggested donation 
per car is $5. 

All are welcome to par-
ticipate in the festivities.

WARE—The Grange’s 
Annual Pumpkin Carving 
will be held on Monday, 
Oct. 26, at 6 p.m. at the 
Grange Hall located at 297 
Belchertown Road in Ware. 

This is the final Kids’ 
Corner workshop for this 
year. Families will enjoy 
the art of carving and dec-
orating pumpkins, and kids 
will learn about the life 

cycle of pumpkins, com-
posting, and giving back to 
the soil. 

We will also have a fam-
ily-friendly Halloween 
story. 

This event is free. Bring 
your own pumpkin and join 
the fun. Visit Ware Grange 
on Facebook or at ware-
grange.org for more infor-
mation.  

❚ GRANBY�

Granby library offers 
afternoon book club

October happenings at the  
Granby Free Public Library

4th Annual Movie in 
the Park Oct. 24

B E L C H E R T O W N —
Quilts will be decorating the 
Belchertown United Church 
of Christ (Congregational) 
located at 18 Park St. in 
Belchertown. Featured this 
year will be Red & Cheddar 
quilts. Many antique and new 
quilts to view and to buy.

The Sewing Tag Sale, fea-
turing fabric, yarn, any kind 
of needlework & tools, runs 
through the days of the show 
and on into the following 

week.
$5 entry fee for Show 

hours Oct. 30, 31 from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Nov. 1 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sewing Tag Sale Nov. 
from 2 - 7 p.m. hours are 
noon – 6 p.m. with no entry 
fee.

A handicapped lift is avail-
able in the parking lot side 
door of the church. 

Questions? Email Jane at 
ahc60@hotmail.com.

15th Annual BUCC 
Quilt Show & Sale

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Ware Grange pumpkin 
carving set for Oct. 26
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler” 
in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Holiday Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will 

be published November 19, 2026. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is
 October 28.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Small Eurasian deer
  4. Province in Northern 

Ireland
 10. A major division of 

geological time
 11. Broadway actor Lane
 12. Canadian province 

(abbr.)
 14. Human gene
 15. Two
 16. A notable one was 

“blue”
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. Ring-shaped objects
 23. Sullies
 24. Occurs
 26. Commercial
 27. Near
 28. Tools you may need
 30. A pledge
 31. They start the alphabet

 34. Silk garments
 36. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 37. Longtime mayor of Rio
 39. Hot meal
 40. A type of gin
 41. Atomic #84
 42. $10 bill
 48. About ground
 50. Medicine man
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. National capital of 

Albania
 53. Appendage
 54. OJ trial judge
 55. European government 

entity (abbr.)
 56. Bike parts
 58. Friend to “Barbie”
 59. Stretched to see or 

hear
 60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make up for
  2. Baltimore ballplayer
  3. Wages
  4. International 

organization of 
countries

  5. Engravers of gems
  6. Declared as fact
  7. One who steals
  8. Jewelry
  9. Hospital worker
 12. Nonsense (slang)
 13. Town in Galilee
 17. Value
 19. Alternative identity
 20. Sheep in their second 

year
 21. Town in Surrey, 

England
 25. Appropriate to a time 

of year

 29. Creative work
 31. Recesses
 32. Largely forested 

municipality in 
Germany

 33. Rider of Rohan
 35. Ancient symbol co-

opted by Nazis
 38. Pioneer
 41. Scribe
 43. Painted a bright color
 44. Member of British 

nobility
 45. “Pulp Fiction” actress 

Thurman
 46. Helps people walk
 47. Crest of a hill
 49. People of southeastern 

Alaska
 56. One’s own device
 57. The Mount Rushmore 

State

❚ BUSINESS�
❚ SCHOOLS�

SHUTESBURY—Dairy 
goats can be a rewarding 
part of a backyard farm-
ing operation. Come learn 
the ins-and-outs of raising 
goats from kid to adult. 
This workshop is being 
held on Saturday, Oct. 24 
at 376 West Pelham Rd. in 
Shutesbury. 

See an operating back-
yard goat dairy.

Hear about breeding, care 
of pregnant does, kidding, 
bottle feeding, milking the 
does and opportunities for 
goat milk as a value-add-
ed product. Understand the 
economics.

You will see several dif-
ferent breeds at this farm. 
Whether you want just a 
couple of goats or have an 

eye to developing a herd, 
this workshop will provide 
all the basics to get you 
started.

Bob Novick, presenter, 
has been raising goats for 
20 years. He maintains a 
25-goat herd, milking twice 
daily and selling the milk 
for a variety of uses.

This  event  i s  being 
hosted by New England 
Small Farm Institute locat-
ed at 270 Jackson St., in 
Belchertown, Mass.

The fee for this program 
is $25 and all are welcome. 
Free for children ages 13 
thru 17, with a paying adult.

To register, please contact 
Sara Weil at 413-323-4531 
or email info@smallfarm.
org.

B E L C H E RT O W N —
In the 1870s, a Victorian 
botanical wonder called 
Pansy Park opened in the 
hills of Belchertown near 
the corner of North and 
Federal Streets. In those 
days Pansy Park drew thou-
sands of visitors a year and 
earning its own stop on the 
Boston to Maine Railroad. 
Its founder, the horticultur-
ist L.W. Goodell, kept care-
ful records of everything he 
grew. Everything, that is, 
except one thing. Certain 
sightings in his private 
journals--luminous blooms, 
inexplicable light--were 
never explained.

A century and a half 
later, researchers at the 
Scarboro Inst i tute  for 
Cosmic Botany believe they 
know what Goodell saw.

The Flowers of Invention 
are organisms unlike any 
known to science. They 
do not photosynthesize. 
Instead,  they perform 
obscurasynthesis, harvest-
ing dark matter through 
specialized organelles, con-
verting it into light. They 
appear only where the 
seams between worlds are 

thin: loosened by music, by 
dancing, by people gath-
ered in collective wonder 
and joy. The Institute has 
documented several such 
appearances in the Pioneer 
Valley in recent years.

Now, a new development: 
the Glorb Organ.

Assembled from stone, 
glass, fabric, and electron-
ics by forces not entirely 
understood,  the Glorb 
Organ is a five-piece inter-
active light sculpture that 
responds to human input 
and may be attempting to 
initiate contact. Scarboro 
Institute researchers believe 
it represents the strongest 
physical evidence yet of 
an active transdimensional 
bloom in the Belchertown 
area.

On October 22 from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. the Glorb Organ 
comes to ArcPoint. You are 
invited to gather, witness, 
and participate in what 
the Institute is calling an 
interdimensional dialogue. 
Ambient music will accom-
pany the installation. The 
Organ responds to those 
willing to engage it.

The Pansy Park Hypothesis
An interactive art installation 

inspired by Belchertown  history

Dairy Goats Workshop from 
breeding to milking

HOLYOKE – A Holyoke 
Community College culinary 
arts student has been award-
ed a national Newman Civic 
Fellowship for the 2026-2027 
academic year.

As one of this year’s 
N ew m a n  f e l l ow s ,  Ti f f 
Mackey, a 44-year-old Texas 
native who now lives in 
Holyoke, joins a cohort of 
more than 170 college stu-
dents from 39 states who 
have excelled academically 
while demonstrating a com-
mitment to community ser-
vice.

“My commitment to civic 
engagement is rooted in the 
belief that food is one of the 
most powerful tools for build-
ing connections across differ-
ences,” Mackey said in her 
Newman Civic Fellowship 
statement. “Feeding peo-
ple affirms dignity, fosters 
belonging, and offers the 
comfort of common ground.”

Newman Civic Fellowships 
are awarded annually by 
Campus Compact, a national 
coalition of colleges and uni-
versities working to advance 
the public purposes of high-
er education. The Newman 
Civic Fellowship is a year-
long program that recogniz-
es students who stand out for 
their leadership potential and 
commitment to creating pos-
itive change in their commu-
nities.

The fellowship provides 
students with educational pro-
grams, workshops, and net-
working opportunities to help 
nurture their development as 
civic leaders. With the help of 
a campus mentor, each fellow 
takes on a community-based 
project of their design.

“This group of exception-
al students from campuses 

across the country is such 
a welcomed addition to the 
Newman Civic Fellowship,” 
s a id  Campus  Compac t 
President Bobbie Laur. “Now 
more than ever, it is an honor 
to recognize student leaders 
who are applying themselves 
as changemakers and creating 
positive impact in their com-
munities.”

Now a second-year student 
in HCC’s culinary arts associ-
ate degree program, Mackey 
has distinguished herself in 
the classroom and as a mem-
ber of the Culinary Arts Club 
at the HCC MGM Culinary 
Arts Institute. Among its 
community activities, the club 
prepares monthly, full-course 
family dinners-to-go for peo-
ple who use the United Way 
food pantry there. Beyond 
that, Mackey worked over the 
summer as a supplementary 
instructor for the HCC sum-
mer youth program and had 
a volunteer internship with 
Nuestras Raices, the nonprofit 
Holyoke farming collabora-
tive.

“I love how that trans-
lates into ‘our roots,’” said 
Mackey. “I worked on their 
farm and with their mobile 
market and really got a 
hands-on and first-person 
view of what the community 
needs and what their prefer-
ences are.”

Mackey was nominated for 
the fellowship by Chef Tracy 
Carter, chair of the HCC culi-
nary arts program and adviser 
to the Culinary Club. Carter 
will serve as Mackey’s fel-
lowship mentor.

“Tiff is always the first 
person who wants to help 
others,” said Carter. “She is 
really passionate about public 
health and food security.”

Food, in one form or anoth-
er, has been at the heart of 
Mackey’s life for a long 
time. After dropping out of 
college in her early 20s – 
she was studying business 
and computers – she left 
Texas and “bounced around 
a bit,” working for organic 
farms, growing lettuce, rais-
ing ducks, and volunteering 
at food banks. She settled 
in western Massachusetts 
about 10 years ago and has 
worked with CSAs (commu-
nities for sustainable agricul-
ture) at farmers markets in 
Easthampton, South Hadley 
and Amherst, while immers-
ing herself in the books of 
food writer Michael Pollan 
and feeding her interest in 
food politics and accessibility.

“Going back to school in 
my 40s,” she said, “I’m just 
getting to a place where I can 
complete what I couldn’t so 
many years ago. Going to 
culinary school is something 
I’ve wanted to do for a long 
time.”

Mackey now lives on a 
homestead in Holyoke’s Rock 
Valley neighborhood where 
she raises chickens and main-
tains a robust vegetable gar-
den.

“It’s too small to call it a 
farm,” she said, “but I am try-
ing to build it up into a sus-
tainable, closed loop system.”

F o r  h e r  N e w m a n 
Fellowship project, Mackey 
is working on sustainable 
soup, which would entail 
turning knife cuts and other 
extra items from the culinary 
arts classes into a dehydrat-
ed, nutrient dense, bagged 
soup that could be prepared 
by simply adding hot water, 
with the soup bags provided 
to Holyoke residents who use 
the food pantry at the culinary 
arts institute.

“The goal is also to incor-
porate the sustainable soup 
project into our nutrition class 
this semester and even into 
our food styling and market-
ing classes next semester,” 
she said.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Tiff Mackey, a culinary arts student at Holyoke Community 
College, received a Newman Civic Fellowship for the 2026-
2027 academic year.

HCC culinary arts student 
awarded fellowship

BELCHERTOWN—Please 
contact the Office of Student 
Support Services if you are 
the parent/guardian of a child, 
or know of a child living in 
Belchertown, who is between 
the ages of 2.5 and 22, who 
may have a disability or has 

difficulties in any of the fol-
lowing areas: 

• Academic Skills
• Behavior
• Social Skills
• Emotional Health
• Fine Motor Skills

• Gross Motor Skills
• Speech and/or Language 

Skills
Belchertown residents must 

be able to show 2 proofs of 
residency; a mortgage state-
ment/rental agreement and a 
utility bill that is addressed to 

the residential address. 
You may contact Student 

S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  a t 
Belchertown Public Schools 
Student Support Services at 
14 Maple Street, PO Box 841, 
Belchertown, MA 01007 or 
call 413-323-0423 Ext. 112

Belchertown student support services
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B-Town girls beat Longmeadow, 
make tournament

After tough 
start, Orioles 
racking up 
some wins

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Belchertown High School 
boys soccer team had a rough 
start to heir season with six 
straight losses. But since 
Sept. 25, the Orioles have 
won four of six games with 

a tie mixed in. Last week, the 
Orioles scored a pair of shut-
outs, one of them a 2-0 tri-
umph over Pope Francis on 
the road, avenging a loss ear-
lier this season. Adam Stahl 
and Liam Verrochi scored the 

goals while Andrew Lambert 
made five saves for a shut-
out. While, the Orioles need 
more wins to qualify for the 
state tournament outright, the 
Orioles are holding with a 
spot in the Division 3 state 

tournament placing No. 23 
in the current power rank-
ings. The top 32 in each divi-
sion’s power rankings make 
the tournament regardless of 
record. The Orioles are 4-7-1 
overall.

Jacob Gladu 
takes the goal 

kick for the 
Orioles.

Henry 
Mueller 
tries to 
make a 
stop.

Lucas 
Haluch 

is pres-
sured on 
defense.

Tyler Boisjolie advances toward a shot on goal.
Andrew Lambert gets ready to punt 
the ball away after making a save.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—For  the 
second straight season, 
the Holyoke boys’ varsity 
soccer team came away 
victorious in its second 
regular-season showdown 
with Bi-County East rival 
Pathfinder Tech.

The Purple Knights 
struck twice in the first 
10 minutes and then with-
stood a challenge from the 
Pioneers to earn a 3-2 vic-
tory on Oct. 5 at historic 
Legion Field in Palmer.

“We played two com-
petitive games against 
Pathfinder last year. Our 
first meeting of this sea-
son ended in a tie,” said 
Holyoke head coach Cam 
Rivest. “We were able 
to take an early lead in 
tonight’s game, and we 
didn’t let it slip away like 
we’ve done a few times 
this season.” 

Holyoke didn’t have 
very much trouble posting 
a 5-0 home shutout over 
Pathfinder Tech in their 
second meeting of last 
season.

Back in the middle 
of September, the two 

Knights 
take 
win over 
Pathfinder

adad

Emma Litz makes a throw-in.

Eleanor 
Mazzaferro 

tries to keep an 
opponent from 

stealing the 
ball.

Lily Mann eyes the ball in the 
air, looking to make a play 
and settle it.

Adelina 
Gualberto 

watches the 
ball come to 

her as she 
gets ready 

to take 
possession.

Gabriella 
Slovack 
sends a 
pass to-
ward the 
middle.

Morghan 
Litz is pres-
sured by the 
Longmead-
ow defense.

LONGMEADOW – Last 
Thursday evening under 
the lights at Longmeadow 
High School, the Orioles 
girls soccer team defeat-
ed the Lancers for the sec-
ond time this year, winning 
3-1 for their eight overall 
win of the season. At 8-4, 
Belchertown has automati-
cally qualified for the state 
tournament with four games 
remaining.  Belchertown 
faces Minnechaug on the 
road Thursday, Oct. 15 at 
6:45 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

GRANBY – It was a 
busy week for Granby High 
School boys soccer as they 
scored wins over Smith 
Academy and Ware, but 
suffered a 3-0 loss against 
Westfield Tech. Heading 

into the final stretch of the 
season, Granby is 5-5 and 
needs to stay at .500 to qual-
ify for the state tournament. 
They are currently out of the 
top 32 in the Division 5 state 
power rankings.

Rams defeat Smith 
Academy, Ware

Logan Carmody sprints up the field.

Conor 
Callery 
plays 
the ball 
off his 
foot.

Ralph El Aouji 
heads up the 
field with the 
ball.

See more 
photos on 
Page 10.

Please see 
PATHFINDER, page 10
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—Since 
the MIAA implemented its 
current postseason format 
in 2021, the South Hadley 
Tigers have played two road 
games in the state football 
tournament.

In 2021, South Hadley 
dropped a 35-0 decision at 
Winthrop High School in a 
Division 6 first-round state 
tournament game. Two years 
later, after moving down to 
Division 7, the Tigers suf-
fered a 39-8 first-round loss 
at West Bridgewater.

The members of this year’s 
South Hadley football team 
are determined to secure a 
home game for the first time 
in the state tournament. 

The Tigers improved to a 
perfect 5-0 following a con-
vincing 34-0 non-league 
home v ic tory  over  the 
Pathfinder Tech Pioneers, last 
Thursday night.

“One of our 
goa l s  th i s 
season is to 
host a play-
off game,” 
s a i d 
S o u t h 
Hadley 
s o p h -
o m o r e 
q u a r -
terback 

N o l a n 
Soderbaum. 

“ W e  t a k e 
practice seriously, and we’re 
a confident team. We know 
that we can beat these teams.”

Soderbaum is following 
in the footsteps of his older 

brother, Griffin, who was the 
Tigers starting quarterback a 
year ago.

South Hadley, who 
has outscored its 

first five oppo-
nents, 203-14, 

were ranked 
fifth in the 

M I A A 

Division 7 power rankings 
that was released on October 
9. It puts the Tigers in posi-
tion to potentially host a state 
tournament game.

Unlike the soccer or field 
hockey state tournaments, 
only the top 16 teams in each 
of the eight football divisions 
qualify for the state playoffs.

“We still have a long way 
to go,” said South Hadley 
head coach Brian Couture. 
“We’re going to be playing 
a road game against a tough 
Holyoke team next week. We 
then play at Lee, who’s unde-
feated, before hosting a very 
good Easthampton team. We 
don’t finish the regular season 
with an easy schedule.”

D e s p i t e 
dropping to 
3-2 overall, 
Pa thfinder 

Te c h was ranked 
1 4 t h i n  t h e 
Div i s ion 8  p o w e r 
rankings. 

“Regardless of what the 
scoreboard says, the kids kept 
battling until the end,” said 
Pathfinder Tech head coach 
Bill Darling. “This is also a 
very good learning experience 
for us. We still need to get to 
a level where we can compete 
against very good football 
teams like South Hadley.”

The Pioneers four seniors, 
who are hoping to play in a 
state tournament game for 
the first time, are Peyton 
Kularski, Franklin Webster, 
Chase Fett, and Emerson 
Boronski.

The only other meeting 
on the gridiron between the 
two squads was a non-play-
off game in 2024. The Tigers 
posted a 27-9 win in that con-
test.

The Tigers won the coin 
toss in last Thursday’s game 
and deferred until the second 

Pioneers football suffers loss to South Hadley

squads battled to a 1-1 draw.
Following their second 

meeting of this season, the 
Purple Knights had a 3-5-2 
overall record, while the 
Pioneers saw their overall 
record drop to 7-3-1.  

“This is a difficult loss 
for us,” said Pathfinder Tech 
head coach Dave Wilson. 
“We were just flat tonight. 
This was a game that we 
should’ve won. Give them all 
the credit.”

Pathfinder was ranked 
22nd in the MIAA Division 
5 state power rankings that 
were released on October 9.

Holyoke, who graduated 
seven players from last year’s 
squad, defeated Mohawk 
Trail Regional, 5-2, on the 
road and posted a 4-2 home 
win versus Ware. 

The Purple Knights scored 
their first goal against the 
Pioneers during the third 
minute of the opening half 
when senior Nayan Tabin 
unleashed a  shot  f rom 
about 25 yards out. The ball 
deflected off the right post 
before bouncing into the net 
past sophomore goalie Elijah 
Hodge (5 saves) for an unas-
sisted goal.

F iv e  m i n u t e s  l a t e r , 
Holyoke junior Isiah Frazer 
received a pass from senior 
Xevier Davila before scoring 

a break away goal by firing 
a shot into the right corner of 
the net.

After failing to convert on 
a couple of corner kicks, the 
Pioneers sliced the deficit 
in half when senior Cayden 
Bousquet, who leads the 
Pioneers with 24 goals this 
season, dribbled down the 
left side before delivering a 
shot into the right corner past 
junior keeper Rikendy Jean 
(11 saves). Senior Brody 
Wetnicka was credited with 
the assist.

In the middle of the first 
half, Jean made a diving save 
on a shot attempt taken by 
sophomore Abees Castillo-
Clotter, which enabled the 
Purple Knights to keep the 
one goal lead.

Castillo-Clotter is one of 
three Pathfinder Tech play-
ers who attend Palmer High 
School, joining seniors Owen 
Pear and Dylan Holbrook. 
The three players suit up for 
Pathfinder Tech through a 
co-op between the two neigh-
boring high schools.

Bousquet came close to 
finding the equalizer on two 
occasions late in the first 
half, but Holyoke held on to 
a slim 2-1 lead at halftime.

The trio of Castillo-Clotter, 
Bousquet, and sophomore 
Owen Marion had shots on 
goal during the first five min-
utes of the second half.

Seven minutes after half-
time, Holyoke regained a 
two-goal cushion. Following 
a throw-in from the left side-
line by Tabin, Davila found 
the back of the net for his 
first goal of the season.

In the middle of the second 
half, Pathfinder Tech closed 
the gap again when Bousquet 
scored a rebound goal.

Just like in the first half, 
the Pioneers were unable 
to score the tying goal, as 
the Purple Knights players 
enjoyed their bus ride home.

Please see PIONEERS, 
page 11

PATHFINDER from page 9

Owen Marion chases down a 
loose ball.

Brody Wetnicka looks to 
get a touch on the ball 

before his opponent.

Ian Sau-
ri-Neves 
makes a 
throw-in.

Cayden 
Bousquet 
turns play 

around 
after 

getting 
posses-

sion.Brodey 
Williams is 
pressured 
by a Holyoke 
paper.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

The Pathfinder offense lines up to start a play.

Trevor
Alexander 
makes a 
punt.

Franklin Webster makes an 
effective block.

Grayson Griswold takes the 
snap.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Caleb Crum 
returns the ball 
for the Pio-
neers.

Matthew Carney 
makes a tackle.
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half. 
South  Hadley senior 

Brody Keller recovered a 
fumble at the Pioneers 22 
yard line on the second play 
of the game.

It looked like the home 
team had scored a touch-
down on a 15-yard dash 
into the end zone by senior 
Lincoln Belsky, but it was 
nullified due to a holding 
penalty on the home team.

The Tigers wound up turn-
ing the ball over on downs.

Belsky finished the game 
with 109 rushing yards on 
13 carries. He did cap off a 
quick five play scoring drive, 
which covered 44 yards, 
with a one yard rushing 
touchdown with 4:48 left in 
the opening quarter.

The extra point attempt 
was no good.

A little more than a min-
ute later, the Tigers had 
another rushing touchdown 
called back due to a holding 
penalty.

“Our offense struggled a 
little tonight, but hey, hope-
fully this is our bad game 
of the season,” Couture said. 
“Every team has one and we 
got fortunate tonight.”

With 27 seconds left in the 
first quarter, senior Chase 
Pecia scored a 23-yard rush-
ing touchdown giving the 
Tigers a 13-0 lead. Senior 
Cooper Wall made the extra 
point attempt.

The Pioneers offense, 
which is led by junior quar-
terback Grayson Griswold, 
was forced to punt three 
times in the second quarter. 

They didn’t pick up a first 
down until the third quarter.

Soderbaum, who has 
thrown 13 touchdown pass-
es this season, connected 
with Keller for a 24-yard TD 
reception with 9:52 remain-
ing in the opening half. 

“Nolan is only a sopho-
more,” Couture said. “From 
what we thought at the 
beginning of the year and 
what we have right now with 
him is incredible. It looks 
like he’s been playing on this 
team for four years. He has 
great leadership.”

The Tigers held a com-
manding 27-0 halftime lead 
following an eight yard 
touchdown run by senior 
Noah Hambley with 14 sec-
onds left in the second quar-
ter.

Hambley is also a guard 

on Tigers basketball team. 
He only needs 16 more 
points to join the elite 1,000 
point. 

Belsky took the direct 
snap on the two-point con-
version play and walked into 
the end zone.

The South Hadley defense 
set-up the only touchdown 
of the second half.

With 3:37 left in the 
third quarter, sophomore 
Ryder Mayer tipped a pass, 
and it was picked off by 
junior Adrian Garcia at the 
Pioneers 34.

F o u r  p l a y s  l a t e r , 
Soderbaum threw his sec-
ond TD pass to Pecia for 12 
yards.

It was an enjoyable eve-
ning for the home team and 
its supporters. 

Rams defeat 
Smith Academy, 

Ware
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Brandon Carillon makes his way up the field. Gage Carter slings a throw to a teammate.Gabe Helbok tries to settle the ball.

PIONEERS from page 10

STAFFORD SPRINGS, 
CT – Stafford Speedway 
hosted its final Friday night 
race program of the 2026 
season with NAPA Auto 
Parts Championship Night 
on Oct 2.   Feature wins 
were notched by Anthony 
Flannery for the second 
consecutive race in the SK 
Modified® feature, Josh 
Wood in the Late Model 
feature, Nick Anglace in 
the SK Light feature, Jason 
Lafayette in the Limited Late 
Model feature, and Brandon 
Warren in the Street Stock 
feature.   Track champions 
for the 2026 season are Keith 
Rocco in the SK Modified® 
division, Adam Gray in the 
Late Model division, Tyler 
Barry in the SK Light divi-
sion, Jeremy Lavoie in the 
Limited Late Model division, 
and Ryan Waterman in the 
Street Stock division.

I n  t h e  4 0 - l a p  S K 
Modified® feature event, 
Dylan Izzo took the lead 
at the start with Marcello 
Rufrano taking second.   

Ethan Durocher was third 
behind the two leaders with 
Jon Puleo fourth and Mikey 
Flynn fifth.   Keith Rocco 
spun in turn 2 to bring the 
caution flag out with 2 laps 
complete.

Rufrano took the lead on 
the restart with Izzo falling 
back to second.   Durocher 
was still third wit Puleo 
fourth and Troy Talman 
was now fifth.   Anthony 
Flannery was sixth followed 
by Alexander Pearl, Todd 
Owen, Flynn, and David 
Arute.

As Rufrano was starting to 
stretch out his lead, Durocher 
made a move to the outside 
of Izzo for second and they 
ran side by side for sever-
al laps but Izzo was able to 
fend off Durocher’s chal-
lenge.  Flannery moved up to 
third with Todd Owen taking 
fourth as Durocher slid from 
third back to fifth on lap-16.   
Flannery took second from 
Izzo on lap-19 and that move 
opened the door for Owen to 
take third from Izzo one lap 

later.   Flynn spun in turn 2 
to bring the caution flag out 
with 23 laps complete.

Durocher got turned into 
the backstretch wall on 
the restart and that collect-
ed several cars including 
Puleo, Art Caruso, Matt 
Vassar, Josh Morrison, Chris 
Buffone,  Wade Gagner, 
Bryan Narducci, and Cory 
DiMatteo to bring the cau-
tion flag back out before a 
lap could be completed.   
Under the caution the car of 
Josh Morrison ended up spun 
backwards against the front-
stretch wall.

Rufrano took the lead on 
the next restart with Flannery 
in second.   Owen took third 
with Izzo fourth and Pearl 
fifth. Just behind Pearl and 
Izzo was Rocco, who was 
recovered from his earlier 
spin.   Pearl took fourth from 
Izzo on lap-26 just before 
the caution came out one lap 
later for Talman and Curt 
Brainard, who both went 
around in turn 4.

Rufrano and Flannery 

went wheel to wheel for the 
lead back under green with 
Owen third, Pearl fourth, and 
Rocco fifth.  Rufrano cleared 
into the lead on lap-30 with 
Owen and Flannery now side 
by side behind him as well 
as Rocco and Pearl.   Owen 
took third on lap-31 while 
Flannery took the lead from 
Rufrano on lap-32.   Rocco 
moved into fourth on lap-32 
and he took third from Owen 
on lap-36.

Flannery led the field to 
the checkered flag to pick 
up his second consecu-
tive victory after claiming 
his first career Stafford SK 
Modified® victory back on 
Sept. 25.   Rufrano finished 
second with Rocco, Owen, 
and Pearl rounding out the 
top-5.   Rocco clinched his 
fifth SK Modified® track 
title one week ago on Sept. 
25, which ties him with Bob 
Potter for the second most 
SK Modified® champion-
ships with 5 each, trailing 
only Ted Christopher who 
won 9 SK championships.

Stafford hosts final Friday race
an array of educational impacts 
through the projects below.

Window World of Western 
Mass Outdoor Classroom, 

Jabish Brook Middle School
Through a major dona-

tion from Window World of 
Western Mass of the TR Drost 
Company, this grant supports 
the Jabish Brook Middle 
School’s first outdoor class-
room. This alternative learn-
ing environment will include 
convertible benches, umbrella 
coverage and additional seat-
ing to enhance academic skills, 
address social-emotional needs 
and reduce stress through out-
door learning. Welcoming 
Environment Through Arts and 
Crafts, Jabish Brook Middle 
School 

Sixth graders join the 7th 
and 8th graders at Jabish 
Brook Middle School for 
the first time this September. 
Supporting the transition, 
this grant supports art to fos-
ter empathy and connection. 
Students are engaging in wel-
coming art projects such as 
painting rocks, making posters 
and other positive visual mes-
saging.

Nurses’ First Aid Kits 
for Safer Field Trips, 

Districtwide
School nurses at each school 

will receive new heavy-duty 
backpacks fully stocked with 
first-aid and other supplies for 
field trips, upgrading from a 
shared backpack. Kits are 
equipped for a safer experi-
ence for students with asthma, 
diabetes, seizure disorders and 
other health conditions. This 
grant makes experiential learn-
ing accessible to more stu-
dents. 

Sketch to Story Language 
Arts Workshop, Chestnut Hill 
Community School

Aligned with the language 
arts curriculum, Jarett J. 
Krosoczka, an award-winning 
New York Times bestselling 
author and illustrator of books 
for young readers, will conduct 
a workshop of real-life exam-
ples of the writing process.   

This builds on content that stu-
dents are learning and will con-
tinue to practice as part of the 
self-regulated strategy develop-
ment (SRSD) framework.

Expanded Dyslexia
Resource Library, Chestnut 

Hill Community School
This grant expands the 

Dyslexia Resource Library to 
include books for incoming 
third graders. Building upon 
a grant in 2023 that provided 
resources for fourth and fifth 
grade readers with dyslex-
ia and learning disabilities, as 
well as their parents and guard-
ians, additional materials allow 
more students to borrow and 
read for pleasure at home. 

Calming Corner for 
Social-emotional 

Wellbeing, Chestnut Hill 
Community School

The Calming Corner creates 
a dedicated space supporting 
the social-emotional wellbe-
ing of students. It provides a 
safe environment for reflection, 
self-regulation, and emotional 
reset. Providing sensory tools, 
flexible seating, and guided 
strategies, this grant fosters 
independence, resilience, and 
a positive school environment 
that helps students succeed 
both academically and through 
social-emotional interactions. 
Transition Classroom Kitch-
en Oven Upgrade, Belcher-

town High School
The Transitions Classroom 

helps young adults with dis-
abilities practice adult daily 
living skills that prepare them 
to live more independent-
ly. This grant provides dou-
ble wall ovens that create the 
capacity for more students to 
practice important baking skills 
to gain independence and oper-
ate appliances safely and effi-
ciently. 

The Belchertown Education 
Foundation is an indepen-
dent, non-profit,  501(c)3 
organization that depends 
on volunteers and donations 
from the community. Tax-
deductible donations to sus-
tain this work may be made 
at BelchertownEducation-
Foundation.org.

GRANT from page 1
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Women entrepreneurs 
are not to be underestimat-
ed. Data affirms that wom-
en-owned businesses are 
growing and thriving.

According to North 
One banking, wom-
en-owned firms account 
for more than 12 million 
businesses in the Unit-
ed States. In addition, the 
2024 Wells Fargo Impact of 
Women-Owned Business 
Report, in partnership with 
Ventureneer, Core Wom-
en and Women Impacting 
Public Policy, found the 
number of women-owned 
business increased at a rate 
of 4.5 times between 2019 
to 2023. Women-owned 
businesses are driving eco-
nomic growth, and a deeper 
look at some of the num-
bers supports that notion.

• The Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise Council 
says there are 12.3 million 
women-owned businesses 
in the U.S., which compris-
es about 40 percent of the 
total number of businesses.

• Women-owned busi-
nesses bring in nearly $2 
trillion every year, says the 
National Women’s Busi-
ness Council.

• During the pandemic, 
women-owned businesses 
added 1.4 million jobs and 
$579.6 billion in revenue 
to the economy, says Wells 
Fargo.

• World Bank indi-
cates that roughly one-third 
of principal owners of all 
businesses are female.

• WBENC advises that 
64 percent of new wom-
en-owned businesses are 
started by women of color.

• Women’s Business 
Enterprises Canada says 

more than 85 percent of 
buying decisions are influ-
enced by women. The Ca-
nadian Minister of Small 
Business notes that wom-
en business ownership is 
growing. In 2023, approx-
imately 18.4 percent of all 
businesses in Canada were 
majority owned by women, 
compared to 15.6 percent in 
2017.

• According to Forbes, 
women-led tech compa-
nies achieve a 35 percent 

higher ROI. A Forbes study 
with First Round Capital, a 
venture capital firm, found 
female-founded business-
es in their portfolio out-
performed male-founded 
companies by more than 60 
percent.

Women-owned busi-
nesses are making a large 
impact on North America 
and around the world. Such 
firms continue to employ 
millions of people and fos-
ter strong economies.

Women-owned 
businesses are thriving

We’ll stand on our heads to please you! After all... Your Vision. Our Obsession.
Belchertown Eye Care & Sunglass Shop

142 N. Main Street • Belchertown • Belchartowneyecare.com

(413) 323-1196

SERVICE! ••

MORE THAN AN EYE EXAM. MORE THAN A PAIR OF GLASSES.
Over 2,000 Frames • Eyewear for Every Lifestyle • Specialized Vision Solutions 

Because we finish many of our lenses right here in our own lab, we can provide 
a level of personal attention, customization and service that is increasingly difficult to find.

Welcome 
DR. ANGELA CHERNIAK
We’re delighted to welcome 

Dr. Angela Cherniak to
Belchertown Eye Care. 

Her schedule is expanding 
beginning in October, 

giving our patients greater 
availability for comprehensive 

eye examinations.
Call today for appointment 

availability and participating
insurance plans.

For nearly 25 years, you’ve trusted us with something incredibly important - your vision. 
Technology and eyewear have changed tremendously, but what matters most to us hasn’t. 
We take the time to listen, understand what isn’t working, and find the solution that’s 

right for you. Whether you’re struggling with glasses that have never felt quite right, 
need a specialized vision solution, or simply want eyewear you absolutely love.”

BELCHERTOWN EYE CARE
& SUNGLASS SHOP

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BELCHERTOWN  |  38 YEARS DEVOTED TO BETTER VISION

Charissa Brown 
ABOM, CRO

Master Optician & Owner
Dr. Angela Cherniak

Optometrist

EXPERIENCE A DIFFERENT KIND OF EYE EXAM
Our Essilor Vision-R 800 uses revolutionary liquid-lens technology 

to refine your prescription with extraordinary precision - 
down to 0.01 diopter rather than the traditional 0.25-diopter steps. 

Technology you won’t find in the typical eye care practice.

* NEUROLENS, the one of a kind sophisticated lens that is changing lives 
by giving assistance to tired eye muscles, allowing you to read longer, 

see clearer and experience less eye strain. 
Try them risk free with a money back guarantee. 

Your Vision. 
Our Obsession.
“We take the time 

to solve 
what others can’t - 
because we care.”
– Charissa Brown

Vision is one of our most treasured senses. 
“How we experience our world through our vision enhances 

our lives immeasurably. Unfortunately, many systemic diseases 
can manifest to our eyes. So, A lot can happen in the back of 

our eyes without even knowing it unless someone takes a look. 
That is why I have made Medical Optometry my profession 

and protecting sight my mission.”
– Dr. Angela Cherniak

BUSINESSWomen in week
Celebrate

Women-owned businesses are driving economic growth, 
and a deeper look at some of the numbers supports that 
notion.

Katie has dedicated her entire 
career to serving older adults 
and their loved ones across New 
England. She is the Director of 
Placement and Aging Services with 
Assisted Living Locators.

Assisted Living Locators is a 
no-cost, placement, and referral 
service that offers the best senior 
care options including independent 
living, assisted living, memory 
care, in-home care, and other available resources. 
Her understanding of the aging community and her 
professional network within the industry provide a 
credible resource to help navigate the ever-changing 
demands of caring for an aging loved one. Through an 
empathetic approach, she advocates for her clients to 
ensure they have the support and guidance needed.

Katie is a Gerontologist, a Certified Senior Advisor 
(CSA)® , Certified Care Manager and a Certified 
Dementia Practitioner.
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Jenn Siciliano

Alyssa Maggi Kristi Stefanoni

Cathy Maclutsky

Tami DrummondBrenda Barrett

Jocelyn Maggi | LPT Realty
442 State Street

Belchertown, MA 01007
 (413) 461-5042

STRONG WOMEN 
BUILD STRONG BUSINESS!  

We are here to serve you with 
all of your real estate needs!

BUSINESSWomen in week
Celebrate

Heidi Bonafini 
is President and owner of Quabbin 
Analytical Lab, a family business 
established by her father, David S. 
Fredenburgh, in 1986. 

Heidi joined the laboratory in 
2001 and assumed ownership 
following her father’s passing in 
2022. 

Today, Quabbin Analytical Lab 
provides essential water analysis 
services for private wells, new 
construction projects, and public 
water supplies. 

Heidi is especially proud of the company’s continued 
growth and ability to adapt to changing testing needs 
throughout its 40-year history. 

A lifelong Belchertown resident, she grew up in the 
community, raised her family there, and continues to proudly 
call it home. 

Helping local residents understand and address their 
water testing needs is especially rewarding to her. Heidi 
believes the laboratory stands apart through its patient, 
understanding approach and dedication to personalized 
customer service every single day. Quabbin Analytical 
Lab is located at 9 Stadler Street in Belchertown and 
can be reached at 413-323-7134.

P.O. Box 1192, 9 Stadler Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

413-323-7134

Have you tested your well water recently?

Katie Gagner and the team at Trucordia Insurance are dedicated 
to helping individuals, families, and businesses protect what matters most. From our 
Ware office, we provide personalized guidance, comprehensive coverage reviews, and 
insurance solutions tailored to each client’s unique needs.

In 2020, Moulton Insurance Agency joined Trucordia Insurance, combining the 
hometown service our community has trusted for decades with the resources of a 
national organization. Today, our clients benefit from access to a broader array of  
top-rated insurance carriers, providing more choices and competitive coverage options.

Katie has been with the agency for 17 years and has earned both the Certified 
Insurance Counselor (CIC) and Certified Insurance Service Representative (CISR) 
designations. In addition to serving local clients, she now leads Personal Lines 
Operations for Trucordia throughout New England. Katie is a Director for the  
Ware Business and Civic Association and serves on several insurance carrier advisory 
councils. She resides in Belchertown with her husband, Jeff, and their sons,  
Coleman and Clay.

Today, Trucordia Insurance offers solutions for virtually every insurance need, 
including home, auto, business, life, pet, Medicare and senior health, final expense, 
travel, and cyber insurance.

At Trucordia Insurance, we remain committed to the personal relationships, trusted 
advice, and exceptional service that have made us a valued part of the surrounding 
communities. Contact Katie and the Trucordia team to learn how we can help protect 
what matters most to you.

143 West Street, Ware, MA 01082 • 413-967-3327

Formerly known as Moulton Insurance Agency
now a business unit of Trucordia Insurance Services

Christine Pekala Jeffery was raised in Monson, graduated from The Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital School of Nursing and worked at Mary Lane Hospital. 

In 1976 she married Reid C. Jeffery. They have 2 children, Reid Jr. and Jessica. After 
Virginia Jeffery retired in 1983 began working at Jeffery and Son Deputy Collectors and later 
became President of Jeffery and Jeffery Inc.

Christine is active in mission and ministry at Trinity Episcopal Church in Ware. Member 
of MA Collector/Treasurer’s Association, National Altar Guild Association, Quaboag Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and Clowns of America Inc. She enjoys walking on the beach at Cape 
Cod and expeditions and adventures with Reid.  

Jessica Jeffery Morra born in Ware, graduate of 
Wilbraham Monson Academy 00’ and Union College 
04’. Married to Robert Morra in 2010 and moved to 
Belchertown. They share two children, Annabelle 
and Jameson. She has been working at Jeffery & 
Jeffery Inc full time since 2004, but in reality, it has 
been in her blood since the day she was born. In 
her free time, she is busy shuttling her kids to their 
many activities. She also enjoys playing pickleball 
and relaxing watching family movies. 

Lauren E. Adamczyk Jeffery, 
born in N.C., raised in Ware. Lauren 
worked in the insurance industry 
prior to joining the family business in 
2008. Lauren married Reid C. Jeffery 
Jr. in 2001 and they share 4 children. 
In her spare time Lauren enjoys 
gardening, cooking, is a expert 
seamstress and doing construction 
at her father’s business. 

Jeffery & Jeffery Inc. was founded by Virginia Marland Jeffery in 1969

Pictured are Lauren Jeffery, Jessica Morra and Chris Jeffery.

Deputy tax ColleCtors

Jeffery & Jeffery Inc.
137 Main Street  •  PO Box 720 •  Ware, MA 01082-0720

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
413-967-9941     www.jefferyandjeffery.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BUILDER SERIOUS WOODWORK 
TOOLS. Jet table saw, Jet shop dust col-
lector, Ryobi 10” planer, Delta 16.5” drill 
press. 413-433-9581.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. 

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL
BOB ROBILLARD’S 

RUBBISH REMOVAL
 

Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. 

Family owned/operated since 1950.
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &

 Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
(Holyoke, MA) wtd to plan/coordinate/mon-
itor child care & educational enrichment 
programs; monitor/evaluate student prog-
ress & program curriculum; maintain a safe 
and healthy environment for students; etc. 

Resume: MHEG INC., 
225 South St., 

Holyoke MA 01040 

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. 
Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in 
a certain mortgage given by Au-
drey G. Walker and George N. 
Galusha, Jr. and Beverly S. Ga-
lusha, said mortgage being dated 
January 13, 2014, and recorded 
in the Hampshire County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 11568, 
Page 80, of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present hold-
er, for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing, the same 
will be sold at Public Auction at 
11:00 A.M. on Thursday, No-
vember 5, 2026, upon the prem-
ises described in said mortgage, 
namely 6 South Street, Granby, 
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mortgage, 
to wit:

The land in Granby, Hamp-
shire County, Massachusetts, de-
scribed as follows:

A certain lot of land known and 
designated as Lot #13 (thirteen) 
as shown on a plan entitled “Plan 
of Land in the Town of Gran-
by, Massachusetts”, Hampshire 
County, prepared for George N. 
Galusha, Jr. and Beverly S. Ga-
lusha, drawn by Durkee, White, 
Towne and Chapdelaine, dated 
May 5, 2013, said plan being re-
corded in the Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds in Book of 
Plans 229, Page 99.

Being the same premises 
conveyed to Audrey G. Walker 
by deed of George N. Galusha, 

Jr. a/k/a George Galusha a/k/a 
George N. Galusha and Beverly 
S. Galusha a/k/a Beverly Galu-
sha, dated November 12, 2013 
and recorded in said Registry in 
Book 11521, Page 35.

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of 
any and all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding 
tax title, municipal or other 
public taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
rights of parties in possession, 
and existing encumbrances of 
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
Deed. 

No representations, express or 
implied, are made with respect to 
any matter concerning the prem-
ises which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bidder 
will be responsible for paying the 
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs 
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE:  The 
highest bidder in the sale shall 
be required to deposit cash, 
bank treasurer’s check or cer-
tified check in the amount of 
FIFTEEN THOUSAND DOL-
LARS ($15,000.00) at the time 
and the place of the sale of the 
premises to qualify as a bidder 
(the present holder of the mort-
gage is exempt from this require-
ment) to be held by the Mort-
gagee.  The successful bidder 
will also be required to deposit 

an additional sum equal to ten 
percent (10%) of the amount bid 
less the $15,000.00 deposit (but 
not less than $15,000) with the 
Mortgagee’s auctioneer, Aaron 
Posnik & Co., Inc., 31 Capital 
Drive, West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts 01089 or the Mortgag-
ees attorney as may be directed 
within five (5) days of the date of 
the sale to be held by the Mort-
gagee, and the balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid in 
cash, certified or bank treasurer’s 
check at the closing which shall 
occur within thirty (30) days af-
ter the date of foreclosure sale, 
time being of the essence, unless 
the Mortgagee agrees otherwise.  
The successful bidder at the sale 
will also be required to pay a 
buyer’s premium of 5% and shall 
sign a Memorandum of Addi-
tional Terms of Sale containing 
the above terms at the auction 
sale.

In the event that the successful 
bidder at the public auction shall 
default in purchasing the within 
described property according to 
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right, at 
its election, to sell the property 
to the second highest bidder at 
the public auction provided that 
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may 
require (1) said second highest 
bidder to deposit the amount of 
the required deposit as set forth 
herein within three (3) business 
days after written notice to the 
second highest  bidder of the de-

fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder 
to execute a Memorandum of 
Sale, and (3) the closing to oc-
cur within twenty (20) days of 
said written notice, time being of 
the essence unless the Mortgag-
ee agrees otherwise.  The Mort-
gagee reserves the right to sell 
any parcel or any portion thereof 
separately, or in any order that 
Mortgagee may choose and/or to 
postpone this sale to a later time 
or date by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed for 
the sale and to further postpone 
any adjourned sale date by public 
proclamation at the time and date 
appointed for the adjourned sale 
date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of 
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a 
typographical error in this pub-
lication.
Florence Bank 
f/k/a Florence Savings Bank
Present Holder of said Mortgage

By: /s/ Francis R. Mirkin	
Francis R. Mirkin, Its Attorney

BACON WILSON, P.C.
33 State Street

Springfield, MA  01103
413-781-0560

10/08, 10/15, 10/22/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS26P0643EA
Estate of: 

Donald White
Date of Death: 08/07/2024 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Barbara F. White of Granby, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Barbara F. White of Granby, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 11/02/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 

a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 05, 2026  

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

10/15/2026

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of Oct. 
2, through Oct. 8. The infor-
mation was provided by a 
member of the police depart-
ment based on the review of 
the detailed log summary. 
This feature is designed to 
provide context and expla-
nation to some of the calls 
police respond to every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Tuesday, Oct. 6

3:15 p.m. – Ryan Peter 
Bertrand, of 161 Federal 
Street Unit 19, Belchertown, 
was arrested on a fugitive 
from justice warrant. There 
was a warrant issued from 
St John’s County Florida 
S h e r i f f ’s  D e p a r t m e n t , 
extradited warrant with 
nationwide pick up. They 
were located and informed 
and then arrested. They 
were transported to the 
Hampshire Country Sheriff’s 
D e p a r t m e n t  i n  N o r t h 
Hampton.

Wednesday, Oct. 7
10:59 p.m. – A 44-year-

old Belchertown woman was 
issued a summons on charges 
of leaving the scene of prop-
erty damage/crash. A person 
leaving a business backed 
into an unoccupied vehicle 
in the lot on Pelham Road. 
They left the scene. 

Thursday, Oct. 8
12:05 p.m. – A person 

was arrested on charges of 
domestic assault and battery, 
strangulation, vandalizing 
and destruction of property. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, Oct. 2

10:53 a.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person about 
an acquaintance who sent 
unwanted voicemails and 
texts. They got a harassment 
prevention order from court, 
and the involved person was 
advised. 

12:57 p.m. – A person 
spoke with an officer about 
money that was owed to 
them from a business owner 
who they worked for.  They 
called repeated and won’t 
leave them alone. They were 
advised how to get a harass-
ment prevention order. The 
other person said they have 
the check but were unable to 
facilitate an exchange.

1:05 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of a person who 
loaned a vehicle to a person 
who was supposed to return 
it but never did. The officer 
contacted the person to tell 
them they needed to return 
the vehicle. The officer tried 
to contact the person and left 
a voicemail. Then the officer 
contacted the department in 
the town where the person 
lives and to check the address 
for the vehicle, and to tell 
them to return it.

4:14 p.m. – An officer and 
Belchertown Fire paramedics 
responded to assist a juve-
nile having a mental health 
crisis. A parent was contact-
ed, the youth was transport-
ed to the hospital, and the 
School Resource Officer was 
advised. 

7:46 p.m. – An offi-
cer conducted a wellbeing 
check on a person. They 
were not home. They report-
ed they were going to New 
Hampshire. A “be on the 
lookout” broadcast was done. 
Then they returned to their 

residence and were transport-
ed to the hospital. 

Saturday, Oct. 3 
12:56 p.m. – An offi-

cer dispatched to a George 
Hannum Street business for 
a report of past shoplifting. 
There was a series of three 
incidents. The first incident 
was on Aug. 25. There was 
video footage provided to 
the officer. Then there was a 
second incident on Sept. 15 
then again on Sept. 23. The 
suspect was identified and 
a follow up investigation is 
ongoing. 

6:24 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a North Main 
Street business for a report of 
an unwanted note. The man-
ager said there was a person 
who left a note on the wind-
shield on another person’s 
vehicle. They attempted to 
call the person, and the mat-
ter is under investigation.

Sunday, Oct. 4
6:01 a.m. – An officer and 

Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics responded to a report of 
a juvenile having a mental 
health crisis. The person was 
transported to the hospital. 

7:33 p.m. – An officer and 
Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics responded to a report of 
a juvenile having a mental 
health crisis. The person was 
transported to the hospital.

8:07 p.m. – Officers and 
Belchertown Fire paramedics 
responded to a residence for 
a report of a child attempt-
ing to harm themselves. They 
were transported to the hos-
pital. 

Monday, Oct. 5
10:19 a.m. – An officer 

took a report of a disturbance 
between a parent and child. 

12 p.m. – An officer spoke 

to a person about a person 
staying at their property 
while work was being done. 
There was a decline in the 
person’s mental health. The 
person accused the other of 
stealing money. The matter 
was documented. 

4:48 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of larceny. A 
person completed sale of a 
motor vehicle in a parking 
lot. Everything was done via 
Facebook Marketplace. They 
agreed on a price met with 
the person. The bill of sale 
was done, and they asked 
that it be made out to their 
partner. The person got a 
check from the buyer. The 
check then bounced for a fic-
tious alteration. The person 
listed on the check was iden-
tified. The person contacted 
their bank. The check was 
fraudulent and advised the 
person to file a report. 

5:14 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of harassment. A 
person has an active harass-
ment order against their 
neighbor. The other person 
was saying things to the first 
person and using inappro-
priate language. They were 
filming the first person with 
their cell phone. It was doc-
umented until video could be 
obtained. 

9:52 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of shoplifting after a 
cart full of merchandise was 
found in the parking lot of 
a business. The suspect was 
identified and the charges 
was issued once the video 
footage is provided.

Tuesday, Oct. 6
8:46 a.m. – An officer and 

Belchertown Fire responded 
to a residence for a report 
of a person who wanted to 
harm themselves. They were 
referred to Behavioral Health 

Network.
11:10 a.m. – An officer 

did follow up on a previous 
report.

5:39 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a residence for 
a report of juvenile who left a 
note they were running away. 
The officer met with the par-
ents. Then they found the 
juvenile. The officer spoke 
with the child and brought 
them back home. 

Wednesday, Oct. 7
9:50 a.m. – A family mem-

ber took money from a rel-
ative. The matter was docu-
mented. 

10:50 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a North Main 
Street residence for a report 
of larceny. A suspect exited 
a store with their cart and 
brought across the street to 
where the person lived. As 
they were making a couple 
trips to their residence with 
their items. A vehicle pulled 
up and then began putting 
the person’s items into their 
vehicle. They were unable 
to get any other information. 
The vehicle continued south-
bound. No camera footage 
of the incident was available 
and there are no suspects at 
this time.

3:51 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Turkey Hil 
Road for a two-vehicle acci-
dent. A vehicle taking a left 
turn into the parking lot of 
a business then a vehicle 
slowed to allow the vehicle 
to turn. A second vehicle 
struck the rear of the first. 
One vehicle was towed and 
two people were transported 
to the hospital. 

4:31 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of a breaking 
and entering incident as juve-
niles were entering into a 
snack shack by the baseball 

field. The officer checked 
the immediate area and was 
unable to locate anyone. 
Nothing was taken and no 
signs of forced entry. Then 
able to find juveniles and as 
approached ran away and no 
obvious fresh damage. The 
officer identified the juvenile 
near the football field, and 
they were able to contact the 
child’s mother. The School 
Resource Officer was con-
tacted to identify the other 
juveniles. No charges filed 
and there was no evidence 
they did a crime.

Thursday, Oct. 8 
4:19 a.m. – An officer to 

a residence for a report of 
a disturbance between peo-
ple. Everything was calm 
and people were where they 
should be people were iden-
tified. No other concerns 
noted. 

9:53 a.m. – An officer 
took a report of vandalism/
property damage at a Federal 
Street residence. A resident’s 
windshield was smashed and 
there was other damage to 
the vehicle. Upon the offi-
cer’s arrival, there were 
sneaker marks on the pas-
senger’s side window. The 
damage was done overnight. 
The person suspected it was 
a broken into by an acquain-
tanceship. They were given 
transport to court to apply for 
a restraining order and found 
a rock that was likely used to 
break the windshield. It was 
entered into property for evi-
dence. 

5:39 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident. 
A vehicle backing out of a 
parking spot at the same time 
as another vehicle. The two 
struck each other. No injuries 
were reported and no tows 
were needed. 

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�
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LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

WOMEN IN BUSINESS

WOMEN PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE CONTINUED 
GROWTH OF THE TR DROST FAMILY OF COMPANIES.

Meet the Women of the Business
As part of the next generation of the family business, 
Grace plays a pivotal role at Window World of Western 
Mass. Working directly with homeowners in the showroom, 
she helps customers explore their options, find the right 
solutions for their homes and feel confident throughout the 
decision-making process. Her involvement represents the 
continued growth and evolution of the family business.

Lanea brings her passion for home improvement to the 
Window World design consulting team, helping homeowners 
envision what is possible for their homes and find 
personalized solutions that fit their needs. By building lasting 
relationships with customers, Lanea plays an important role 
in the continued growth of the family business.

At The Kitchen & Bath Co., Anna brings her passion for design 
and renovation to helping homeowners create beautiful, 
functional spaces. From the initial design process through 
the finished project, she understands that every renovation 
is personal and works to create spaces that reflect each 
homeowner’s needs and vision.

Together, Grace, Lanea and Anna are helping shape the future of a family of companies 
that also includes Hometown Exteriors and Go Green Home Performance—proving 
that there is a place for women at every level of the home improvement industry.


