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State Representative
Patricia Duffy poured wine
for the attendees.

A Rotary Club poster show-
casing upcoming events and
promoting a call to service.
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By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The Granby
Wine Haus and Vineyard
at Jameson Farm served as
venue for the annual Granby
Rotary Celebrity Bartending
Night. Organized by the
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Holyoke Rotary Club, the
event united Granby, South
Hadley and Holyoke charters
for an evening of networking,
wine tasting and community
spirit.

“I thought getting celeb-
rity bartenders and trying to
get someone from each of

1
Vvl v ¥ i fl' :_‘.. ‘
e A
v i [

=5 E‘J ﬁi -'.-

"

urunglmfll“'f i
¥ Ik
Wl sT 7O TH

the towns would help foster
growth in our club through-
out the three communi-
ties,” said Rotarian Barbara
Barron. “We wanted some-
thing that was going to raise
some money but also raise
awareness for our club, as
well as just have us meet new

people and have fun.”

Sept. 30 marked the third
year for the event, which
attracted business profes-
sionals and prominent fig-
ures within the three towns.
Noteworthy attendees includ-

Please see ROTARY, page 4
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SB allocates state

aid for radios,
boiler, field work

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN -
The Selectboard voted to
direct unexpected state aid
to police radios, a Jabish
Brook boiler, athletic-field
work and a townwide com-
pensation study, while
sending roughly $189,000
to stabilization after debate
over competing capital
needs.

After multiple weeks of
discussion about how to
allocate additional state
aid the town received after
the town’s budget season,
the Selectboard set aside
$34,194.66 for police radi-
0s, $25,000 for the boiler,
$50,000 for athletic-field
water-tank footings and
$42,000 for a compensation
and classification study.

School representatives
also raised a projected traf-
fic-project cost increase
and possible phone-sys-
tem upgrades, but neither
request received an alloca-
tion from the surplus.

Town Manager Steve
Williams said the state pro-
vided more aid than the
town had estimated after the
fiscal year began.

Selectboard member
Nicole Miner emphasized
that the money was not an
operating-budget overage or
revenue from an override.
Williams described it as an
unusual amount compared

with past years, when extra
state aid was generally far
lower.

“This is unprecedented,”
Williams said of the addi-
tional aid, adding that the
board had been weighing
how to use it responsi-
bly. Members considered
spending it on projects,
placing some in stabiliza-
tion reserves or leaving it
to become free cash in the
following year.

Superintendent Brian
Cameron presented school
needs before the board
began allocating the money.
He said Jabish Brook’s
boiler burner had required
repeated maintenance and
that a contractor recom-
mended replacing it, at an
estimated cost of $25,000.
The board later approved
that amount.

Cameron also described
a traffic project at Jabish
Brook.

The school district had
received $200,000 at town
meeting, while the proj-
ect estimate was about
$350,000. At first, the dis-
cussion left unclear wheth-
er the additional $150,000
was needed to pay for a
completed study. Cameron
later clarified that the study
had already been paid for
and that the larger estimate
was for the project that

Please see STATE AID,
page 3

Fall nor’easter does not spoil
167th Belchertown Fair

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN -
The annual Belchertown
Fair began on September
25 and closed its doors on
September 27th. For three
days, the Town Common was
host to a slew of impressive
Fanelli Amusements pro-
vided midway rides, small
business vendors, food carts,
carnival games and craft
exhibitions. The yearly tra-
dition showcased a plethora
of time-honored competitions
and carried this year’s theme
of “Stars, Stripes and Fair
Nights.”

“I have four teenagers that
we’ve been bringing to the
fair since we’ve lived here,”
said Barton Beeswax owner
and Belchertown resident
Melissa Hibler. “It’s differ-
ent being a vendor because I
can watch all the kids. They
give me their backpacks and
go on the rides. It’s just fun
to see everything.”

The fair remained popu-
lar in spite of a Nor’easter
taking place over the week-
end. Residents braved strong
winds and unpredictable
rainfall to attend the mas-
sive campus. Excited chil-

dren and families populated

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

The traditional horse pull competition.

The exterior advertising a
Saturday only taco salad
booth inside the Belchertown
church.

the landscape as the familiar
sights and smells of a carni-
val day filled the air.

“The weather this year is
unfortunate, but the whole
town looks forward to it.
They talk about it in the
schools,” Hibler said.

Despite the overcast skies
and inclement weather, the
annual parade took place
on Sept. 26, which began
on South Main Street and
traveled along the Town
Common on Main Street.
The parade showcased the
Belchertown High School
Marching Band as they
kicked off the day’s festivi-
ties with rousing renditions
of both modern and classic
American tunes.

Please see FAIR, page 8

The Belchertown Planning Board discusses data centers.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Planning Board discusses
town data center policy

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN - The
topic of data centers arose
during the Belchertown
Planning Board meeting on
Sept. 21. Questions cen-
tered around defining what a
data center meant, determin-
ing what the town’s stance
was on data centers and the
moratoriums implement-
ed on them by surrounding
towns.

“I asked to have the data
center policy discussion put
on the agenda because every
day I pick up the paper, 1
see another community
talking about a moratorium,
about bylaws,” a speaker
said.

Planning Board Chair
Dan Beaudette began the

| asked to have the data center policy
discussion put on the agenda because
every day | pick up the paper, | see another
community talking about a moratorium,

about bylaws.”

conversation by men-
tioning how the House of
Representatives have been
sending out communica-
tions regarding the subject
and how other communities
have talked about imple-
menting moratoriums and
setting up bylaws. The
speaker asked Town Planner
Doug Albertson for a status
update on town policy gov-
erning the subject.

“How would our zoning
laws treat that? I mean, at

Poissant & Neveu Real Estate Team

Info@TheTeamThatSells.com | (413) 813-4479 | www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

Community Focus. Local Expertise.

Rooted here. Ready to guide you home. Serving our community since 2003.

first we would say ‘oh, you
can’t put an industrial use
any place except an industri-
al zone,”” Albertson said.
Albertson admitted there
wouldn’t be many places to
set up one in town, as the
number of industrial zones
within Belchertown’s bor-
ders were limited. He also
acknowledged the possi-
bility a data center compa-
ny would argue they were

Please see POLICY, page 5
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Belchertown awarded nearly $2.3 million in state grants

BELCHERTOWN —
The Town of Belchertown
has been awarded nearly
$2.3 million in state grants
from the Healey-Driscoll
Administration. The five
awards will complete the
directional and identifica-
tion signs in the town’s way-
finding program, finish the
Sportshaven project, fund
planning for the Belchertown
Cultural District, support
water and sewer work at
6-8 Berkshire Avenue, and
strengthen road safety efforts
by the Belchertown Police
Department.

“On behalf of the Select
Board and the residents of
Belchertown, I want to
extend our sincere thanks to
Governor Healey, Lieutenant
Governor Driscoll,
Senator Jake Oliveira,
and Representative Aaron
Saunders for their contin-
ued partnership and invest-
ment in our community,”
said Town Manager Steve
Williams. “These grants will
make a real difference, not
only for the people who call
Belchertown home today, but
for the visitors who come
to enjoy our town, the fam-
ilies considering making it
their home, and the busi-
nesses looking for a place
to put down roots. Support
like this helps us build a
stronger, more welcom-
ing Belchertown, and we’re
grateful to have partners at
the state level who share that
vision.”

Wayfinding

Implementation: $95,000

A $95,000 Massachusetts
Downtown Initiative (MDI)
Capital Implementation
Grant from the Executive
Office of Economic
Development will fund the
final round of directional
and identification signs in

Belchertown’s wayfinding
program. This round adds
thirty-two signs: eighteen
vehicular directional signs,
two pedestrian directional
signs, and twelve identifica-
tion signs. That brings the
townwide total to forty-nine
signs that guide residents
and visitors to the town cen-
ter, village destinations, and
community landmarks.

The sign system was
designed by Stantec and
has been built out in phases
without the use of tax dol-
lars beyond in-kind design
and installation work by
town staff. The first three
signs, two pedestrian direc-
tional signs and one identi-
fication sign, were funded
by the Massachusetts Office
of Travel and Tourism, and
a second round was funded
through an American Rescue
Plan Act economic develop-
ment allocation. This MDI
Capital award funds the third
and final round of directional
and identification signs.

MDI Capital
Implementation Grants sup-
port public improvements
that enhance walkability,
accessibility, and quality
of place while encouraging
pedestrian activity and sup-
porting local businesses.

Cultural District
Plan: $50,000

A $50,000 MDI Capital
Planning Grant from
the Executive Office of
Economic Development
will support the next steps
for the Belchertown Cultural
District, providing the capac-
ity needed to carry this work
into 2027. More details about
the Cultural District applica-
tion process will be shared as
the work moves forward.

MDI Capital Planning
Grants fund professional ser-
vices that strengthen local

Project State program Amount
Wayfinding Massachusetts Downtown Initiative Capital $95,000
Implementation Grant Program (Implementation)

Cultural District Plan Massachusetts Downtown Initiative Capital $50,000

Grant Program (Planning)

6-8 Berkshire Avenue Rural Development Fund $240,000
Water/Sewer

Sportshaven Water and HousingWorks Infrastructure Program 51,865,500

Sewer

Police Department road
safety

Total

business districts, improve
quality of place, and posi-
tion communities for future
investment.

6-8 Berkshire Avenue
Water/Sewer: $240,000
A $240,000 award from

the Rural Development
Fund, administered by
the Executive Office of
Economic Development’s
Office of Rural Affairs, will
bring new water and sewer
service to 6-8 Berkshire
Avenue in the Carriage
Grove area. The grant funds
nearly six hundred feet of
new water main, including
valves, service connections
to both buildings, and surface
restoration. The Belchertown
Department of Public Works
will install more than five
hundred feet of new sani-
tary sewer line as the Town’s
in-kind match, contribut-
ing municipal labor, heavy
equipment, and materials to
make the most of the state’s
investment. Those resources
are secured and ready once
the grant is under contract.
At 6 Berkshire Avenue,
the project replaces aging
water and sewer lines, pre-
paring the building for future

Municipal Road Safety Grant Program

mixed-use redevelopment.
The building at 8 Berkshire
Avenue currently has no
water or sewer service. This
grant brings both to the site,
making the building more
marketable for future invest-
ment.

Sportshaven Water and
Sewer: $1,865,500

A $1,865,500 award
from the HousingWorks
Infrastructure Program,
administered by the
Executive Office of Housing
and Livable Communities,
will continue water and
sewer improvements at
Sportshaven Mobile Home
Park on Mill Valley Road.

Residents of the park’s
thirty-nine homes have long
relied on individual sep-
tic systems, some of which
failed, and a water sys-
tem that could not reliably
deliver safe drinking water.
The Sportshaven Tenants
Association has worked
alongside the Town for sever-
al years to fix both.

Earlier state grants
and local Community
Preservation Act funds paid
for a new well, water stor-
age tank, and water system.

Nearly $35,000

Nearly $2.3 million

This award continues that
work, including replacing the
park’s failing septic systems
with a park-wide wastewa-
ter system. In May 2026,
Annual Town Meeting vot-
ers approved an addition-
al $250,000 in Community
Preservation funds, which
will also allow the Town
to count the park’s homes
toward its affordable housing
stock.

“I’'m thrilled to hear about
this grant to continue the
work at Sportshaven,” said
Melissa Shelton, President
of the Sportshaven Tenants
Association. “I’'m grateful to
our state and local leaders,
especially Town Manager
Steve Williams, for helping
see this project through. This
funding makes all the differ-
ence, not only for the resi-
dents of Sportshaven, but for
the whole community. This
news is so exciting, I could

2

cry.

Police Department Road

Safety: Nearly $35,000
The Belchertown Police
Department has been award-
ed nearly $35,000 through
the Municipal Road Safety
Grant Program, administered

by the Executive Office of
Public Safety and Security’s
Office of Grants and
Research, to support traffic
safety in Belchertown.

Nearly $7,800 will pur-
chase two mobile speed dis-
play boards to deter speeding
in targeted neighborhoods.
More than $27,000 will fund
officer overtime for enforce-
ment focused on speeding,
distracted driving, seat belt
use, and impaired driving.

“We are grateful for this
funding, which allows us
to increase our presence on
Belchertown’s roads and
respond to the speeding
concerns we hear from res-
idents,” said Police Chief
Kevin Pacunas. “The speed
display boards and dedicated
enforcement patrols are part
of our ongoing commitment
to keeping our community
safe. We thank the Healey-
Driscoll Administration and
our legislative partners for
their continued support.”

For more information
about these projects, visit
www.belchertown.org or
contact Dawn Cote, Grants
Coordinator at dcote@
belchertown.org.

About Belchertown

Belchertown, Massa-
chusetts, is a welcoming
community of about 15,500
residents that blends small-
town character with room to
grow. Set at the crossroads
of Hampshire, Hampden,
Franklin, and Worcester
counties, Belchertown is part
of both the Pioneer Valley
and the Quabbin Region.
Its working farms, forests,
and trails sit alongside easy
access to the area’s colleges
and cultural life. The town is
just 90 minutes from Boston
and an hour from Hartford,
Connecticut.

STATE AID from page 1

followed. The board did not
allocate surplus funds for it.

The athletic-field
water-storage tank project
had received $254,000 from
the Community Preservation
Committee, Cameron said.
Additional engineering and
concrete-footing work had
emerged, with the footing
and pad cost estimated at
about $100,000. The final
cost was still unknown, and
Cameron said the district had
already spent about $50,000
of its own money on unex-
pected field expenses.

“I would at least ask for
$50,000 to replace what we
paid,” Cameron said, noting
that the district was still wait-
ing for more precise project
figures. The board ultimate-
ly approved $50,000 for the
field work.

The fourth school con-
cern was the planned end
of traditional copper phone
service from Verizon, which
could affect elevators, fire
alarms and security systems.
Cameron estimated that
replacing or upgrading the
affected connections could
cost between $20,000 and
$40,000. He said the district
was researching alterna-
tives, including cellular and
satellite-based systems, and
was seeking more informa-
tion about when the change

would take effect. The board
did not allocate funds for the
phone systems.

The board also considered
requests from town depart-
ments, including $34,194.66
for police radios and $42,000
for a compensation and clas-
sification study. Williams
said the town’s study would
review 72 non-union job
titles, including job descrip-
tions and comparisons with
other communities. He said
the review was overdue and
could help the town plan
for future retirements and
recruitment.

Members disagreed over
how much of the surplus
should go to immediate
needs versus reserves. Turner
said she was wary of com-
mitting the unexpected reve-
nue to newly presented costs.

“I feel like we just won the
lottery and we’re going to
spend it all, and I don’t like
that,” she said. She support-
ed addressing urgent needs
while putting money into sta-
bilization for future expens-
es.

Williams identified police
radios and the Jabish Brook
boiler as immediate priori-
ties. The board approved
a motion to allocate
$34,194.66 for the radios
and $25,000 for the boiler.
Jorns-Kuhnlenz said both
sounded like “emergencies
and a proper use for capital

improvement right now.”

The board then debated a
proposed allocation for the
field work and the compensa-
tion study. Miner questioned
the optics of using public
funds for a study that might
not produce visible benefits
for residents.

Williams responded that
the town needed to update
descriptions to reflect chang-
es in municipal work.

“We have just so many
problems with our job
descriptions, and we really
need to dig into that and get
them straightened out,” he
said.

After amending the pro-
posal to reduce the field
allocation from $100,000 to

0

$50,000, the board approved
$50,000 for the water-tank
footings, $42,000 for the
study and the remainder for
stabilization. The discus-
sion put the amount moving
to stabilization at roughly
$189,000, though members
worked through differing cal-
culations during the meeting.

The allocations leave the
traffic project and phone-sys-
tem upgrades among the
school district’s outstanding
concerns. Cameron said the
schools would continue to
seek more precise costs for
the field project and clarify
the traffic estimate with the
facilities team.
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Election letters must
be received by Oct. 16

The Sentinel welcomes
readers to participate in
this year’s state election by
writing letters to the editor
for publication.

Letters of up to 250
words from local residents
endorsing candidates on
the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be
sent to the The Sentinel
by email to sentinel @tur-
ley.com or care of: Turley
Publications, 24 Water
St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 by

12 noon on Friday, Oct.
16 to be published in the
Wednesday, Oct. 21 edi-
tion. No endorsement let-
ters will be printed in the
last edition before the elec-
tion.

Letter writers need to
provide their name and the
town they reside in.

Please include a daytime
telephone number (for ver-
ification purposes only)
when submitting your let-
ter. Your phone number
will not be printed.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

| Immaculate Heart of Mary |
256 State St., Granby

Monday, Oct. 12

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

i

o o

(Rain date Sat., Oct. 17)

&% INSIDE & OUT

Vendors, Basket Raffles,
Lottery, Breakfast & Lunch

®Will Be Available
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Belchertown celebrates Red Ribbon Week with school, community events

BELCHERTOWN —
Belchertown Overcoming
Adversity Together
(BOAT), in partnership with
Belchertown Public Schools,
the Belchertown Recreation
Department, and local
businesses, is celebrating
National Red Ribbon Week
from October 23-31, 2026.
This year’s activities will
bring together students, fam-
ilies, businesses, and com-
munity members to promote
substance use prevention,
healthy choices, and mental
health awareness.

The 2026 national Red
Ribbon Week theme, ‘“Make
a Difference, Be a Hero, Stay
Drug Free,” encourages indi-
viduals and communities to
take an active role in support-
ing young people and build-
ing a healthier future.

Belchertown Public
Schools will celebrate Red
Ribbon Week during the
week of Oct. 26 to 30, with
a weeklong Spirit Week fea-
turing activities and daily
themes designed to engage
students of all ages and
encourage positive choices. A
district-wide Wear Red Day
on Wednesday, October 28,
will invite students, faculty,
and staff to wear red in sup-
port of substance use preven-
tion.

This year, BOAT is
expanding its Red Ribbon
Week efforts into the com-
munity by inviting local

businesses to participate.
Businesses throughout
Belchertown are encour-
aged to display a red ribbon
in their windows or at their
establishments as a visible
symbol of their commitment
to substance use prevention
and the health and well-being
of local youth. Community
members are also encouraged
to display a ribbon at their
homes or workplaces.

Businesses and commu-
nity members interested in
displaying a red ribbon can
contact Kris Hoag, BOAT
Co-Chair and Drug-Free
Communities Program
Director, at khoag@belcher-
townps.org to obtain one.

In addition to school
activities and business par-
ticipation, several communi-
ty events will take place in
October and November to
promote prevention, mental
health awareness, and com-
munity engagement.

Drug and Vape Take Back
Day - October 24

BOAT will host a Drug
and Vape Take Back Day
on Saturday, Oct. 24, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Belchertown Common
Parking Lot. Community
members are encouraged to
bring unwanted or unused
medications and vaping prod-
ucts for safe disposal. Proper
disposal helps prevent acci-
dental ingestion, misuse, and

access to potentially harm-
ful substances while promot-
ing a safer community. Free
Medication Lockboxes and
Narcan will be available.

Helping Hands participates
in Out of the Darkness
Walk - October 24

Members of Helping
Hands, BOAT’s student-led
substance use prevention
and mental health group at
Belchertown High School,
will participate in the
American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention’s Out
of the Darkness Walk in
Agawam on Saturday, Oct.
24.

The students’ participa-
tion highlights the important
connection between mental
health, suicide prevention,
and substance use prevention.
Their involvement demon-
strates the commitment of
Belchertown’s youth to rais-
ing awareness, reducing stig-
ma, and supporting individ-
uals and families affected by
mental health challenges.

Heroes on the Hardwood:
Harlem Triksterz
vs. Belchertown Dream
Team — November 4

The Red Ribbon Week
celebration will contin-
ue into November with
Heroes on the Hardwood,
a family-friendly basket-
ball event featuring the
Harlem Triksterz versus the
Belchertown Dream Team

on Wednesday, Nov. 4, at
6:30 p.m. at Belchertown
High School, located at 142
Springfield Road.

Presented in partner-
ship with the Belchertown
Recreation Department, this
exciting event will bring pro-
fessional basketball enter-
tainment, community spirit,
and substance use preven-
tion together for an evening
of family fun. The event will
feature the Harlem Triksterz,
including Kevin “Showboat”
Jackson, taking on the
Belchertown Dream Team.

Families can enjoy an
entertaining evening while
supporting BOAT’s efforts to
promote healthy choices and
positive activities for local
youth.

Event and ticket
information:

Date: Wednesday,
November 4, 2026

VIP early access and pho-
tos: 5:30 p.m.

Game time: 6:30 p.m.

Location: Belchertown
High School, 142 Springfield
Road, Belchertown, MA

Family presale tickets: $10

Family VIP presale tickets:
$15

Game-day tickets: $15 per
family

VIP tickets include early
access to visit the players.
Families interested in attend-
ing must register through
the Belchertown Recreation
Department’s website por-

tal at https://belchertownma.
myrec.com/info/default.aspx.
Tickets must be picked up at
the Recreation Department.
For registration and addi-
tional information, contact
Kyle Thibeault, Belchertown
Recreation Director, at (413)
323-0419 or kthibeault@
belchertown.org. Additional
information is also available
at www.harlemtriksterz.com.

A Community-Wide
Commitment to Prevention

Red Ribbon Week serves
as an important reminder
that substance use preven-
tion is a shared responsibil-
ity. Through school activ-
ities, community events,
youth leadership, and part-
nerships with local business-
es, Belchertown continues
to demonstrate its commit-
ment to creating a supportive
and healthy environment for
young people.

“Red Ribbon Week is an
opportunity for our entire
community to come togeth-
er and show our young peo-
ple that we support them in
making healthy choices,” said
Kris Hoag, BOAT Co-Chair
and Drug-Free Communities
Program Director. “From our
schools and local businesses
displaying red ribbons to our
youth participating in preven-
tion and mental health ini-
tiatives, every effort makes
a difference. We encourage
everyone to get involved and

help us make prevention a
community-wide priority.”

Community members and
local businesses are encour-
aged to participate by dis-
playing a red ribbon, wearing
red on October 28, attending
the Harlem Triksterz basket-
ball event, and supporting the
prevention efforts of BOAT
and its youth leaders.

For more information
about Red Ribbon Week
activities or to obtain a red
ribbon for your business or
home, please contact:

Kris Hoag, Drug-
Free Communities
Program Director
Co-Chair, Belchertown
Overcoming Adversity
Together (BOAT)
Email: khoag@belcher-
townps.org, Phone: (413)
323-0423, Ext. 115

About BOAT

Belchertown Overcoming
Adversity Together (BOAT)
recognizes that substance
use disorder and mental
health conditions are public
health issues. BOAT supports
and implements a proactive
approach through preventa-
tive education, harm reduc-
tion strategies, reducing
stigma, and ease of access
to treatment. Through com-
munity partnerships, youth
engagement, and prevention
initiatives, BOAT works to
build a healthier and stronger
Belchertown.

ROTARY from page 1

ed State Representative
Pat Duffy and Rotary Club
District Governor Christine
Burns.

“We’re always trying
to expand into the other
communities and get more
people from South Hadley
and Granby into our club,”
Barron said. “Our motto is
service above self and so
we’re always trying to find
people who love to give
back to their community and
spread goodwill and friend-
ship.”

The venue offered a wide
assortment of different wines
on tap and a raffle to sup-
plement the spirited conver-
sations, which spilled from
the cozy indoor venue to a
spacious outdoor area behind
the building. A Thai food
truck was also present, which
could be enjoyed on provided
outdoor seating.

“They just do all these
good works,” said State
Representative Patricia Duffy
about the Holyoke Rotary
club as she took a break from
the wine pouring to enjoy
a plate of pad Thai outside.
“They just really bring good
vibes to the community.”

Duffy described the club
as a “bunch of people inter-
ested in other people” eager
to provide positive impact to
the region. A longtime sup-
porter of the Rotary, Duffy
stated the club was a great
way to remain engaged and
to maintain a service-minded
outlook.

“I’ve been their luncheon
speaker in the past,” Duffy

said. “Yeah, just a good
group of people. The sum-
mer concert series is awe-
some.”

District Governor Christine
Burns offered organization-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Busy ticket sellers take a moment to smile for the camera.

al perspective and recalled
the Rotary’s 125 year histo-
ry. An international philan-
thropic organization, Burns
described the club’s roots as
the result of a lonely law-

The night included
a raffle with various
contributed prizes.

yer seeking friendship and
opportunities for community
service.

“Paul Harris is long gone,”
Christine Burns said as she
illustrated the Rotary Club’s
origins. “He started a Rotary
in 1915 and he started it spe-
cifically because he was new
to Chicago.”

She stated the club began
with Harris inviting a few
people to his office for lunch,
where they discussed how to
use their wealth to help the
city. The members called
their organization the Rotary
as a result of how they rotat-
ed their meetings between
their respective offices.
Burns stated the secular orga-

JIM POTTER

Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007
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413.221.5230
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Rotarian Barbara Baron poses with her fellow attendees.

nization focuses on chari-
table causes both local and
global, including a world-
wide organizational effort to
eliminate polio.

“There are clubs all over
the world,” Burns said. “One
Rotarian in the Philippines
said ‘we could eradicate
polio from the Philippenes.’
He went to Rotary
International and said ‘this is
what our district wants to do’
and Rotary International said
‘you know what? We could
do that on the planet Earth.
We can work towards that
and we can involve all our
Rotarians around the globe.’
So, it became a worldwide
project.”

Rotarian Rosanna Lopez
stated she joined the orga-

nization due to her drive to
give back to the communi-
ty. A new member, Lopez
has only been a member for
six months but mentioned
the club has already been a
positive influence on her life.
Certified as a notary, Lopez
is an entrepreneur who helps
immigrants file paperwork,
fill out their taxes and secure
housing. She mentioned
Bartending Night was a
great way to find new busi-
ness associates to add to her
“Rolodex” of contacts.

“I just would like to know
and network with as many
people as I can,” Lopez
said. “They may not be able
to service me but I could
be able to connect them to
somebody else.”

The Granby Cultural Council
Sponsors
Granby Preservation Society’s
Ms. Valentine Memory Tree Ornament Event

Come help us make ornaments for Kellogg Hall
former teacher Ms. Valentine Gallup’s Memory Tree
on the front lawn. This event is for all ages.

Saturday, Oct. 10th, 10am-2pm
250 State Street, Granby

Rain or Shine

Info: fundraising@granbypreservationsociety.org
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Belchertown honors winners of Red,
White and Belchertown essay contest

Three student
writers recognized
for reflections on
America’s 250th
birthday

BELCHERTOWN—The
Town of Belchertown and the
US250 Task Force are proud
to announce the three win-
ners of the Red, White and
Belchertown Essay Contest,
held in honor of the nation’s
250th birthday. The win-
ners were recognized on
September 24 at Red, White
& Belchertown, the town’s
community celebration of the
Semiquincentennial, where
each student read from their
entry before a hometown
audience.

The contest was open
to all students living in
Belchertown and was judged
in three grade divisions, each
with its own writing prompt.
Students were asked to reflect
on what America means to
them, the people who have
shaped their lives, and the
challenges and opportuni-
ties facing the country today.
Each winner received a certif-
icate and will receive a $250
savings bond.

Kindergarten through
Grade 3: Ayomiposi Filani

Ayomiposi Filani wrote a
birthday letter to the United
States, expressing grati-
tude for his community, his
school, and the many oppor-
tunities he has been given. In
his letter, he shared his hope
to become an inventor and to
be kind so that his community
becomes an even better place.
Ayomiposi read his entire let-
ter aloud at the celebration.
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Grades 4-8: Zada Maurer

Zada Maurer’s essay, “The
Man Who Couldn’t Make
Spanish Rice,” profiles her
grandfather, Juris Zagarins.
As an infant, he fled Latvia
with his family at the end of
World War 11, spent his early
childhood in a refugee camp
in Germany, and arrived
in the United States at age
six speaking little English.
He went on to study at the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, teach with the
Peace Corps in Afghanistan,
and later return to MIT to
teach engineering. Zada’s
essay is a warm and person-
al tribute to a family mem-
ber whose life continues to
inspire her.

Grades 9-12: Ella Ricker

Ella Ricker’s essay exam-
ines political division in the
United States. Drawing on

George Washington’s 1796
farewell address, she argues
that Americans do not need
to eliminate disagreement,
but rather change how they
approach it. Her essay pro-
poses practical solutions,
including teaching students to
debate using facts rather than
personal attacks, evaluating
each issue on its own mer-
its, and encouraging elected
officials to work across party
lines.

The Town extends its sin-
cere thanks to every student
who submitted an entry. Each
essay was read with care,
and together they offered
a meaningful picture of
what it means to grow up in
Belchertown and in America.
Selecting just three winners
was a difficult task. The
Town also thanks the fami-
lies, teachers, and neighbors
who encouraged these young

SUBMITTED PHOTO

writers, and the US250 Task
Force for organizing the con-
test.

All three winning entries
may be read on the Town
of Belchertown website at
www.belchertown.org/m/
NewsFlash/home/detail/194.

About the US250
Task Force

The US250 Task Force is
made up of community part-
ners, town employees, Select
Board members, committee
members, and nonprofit orga-
nizations working together
to commemorate the 250th
anniversary of the United
States in Belchertown. The
Task Force organized Red,
White & Belchertown,
held September 24, 2026,
in conjunction with the
Belchertown Fair and the
Recreation Department’s
community fireworks.

POLICY from page 1

exempt from this restriction
“because they always do,”
but also acknowledged there
wasn’t an currently an offi-
cial stance on the topic.

“It’s something that we
need to confront,” Albertson
said. “I mean, almost 30
years ago we put adult enter-
tainment in the zoning bylaw,
even though it’s never been
an issue in town, figuring
‘well, we better head it off,
and it’s worked. We’ve put
it in the zoning and nobody’s
ever showed up.”

Albertson agreed it was
time to address the subject,
which opened the floor for
further conversation. He
also mentioned the governor
imposed a temporary mora-
torium on data centers, which
sparked further discussion on
what the moratorium meant
for the town. Speaker 1
asked if data centers required
a permit to begin construc-
tion and, should the need
arise for one, if the state or
the town were the ones to
issue it.

“They’re so huge,
there’s so much water,
they might need to go
through the Department of
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Town Planner Doug Albertson talks during a recent meeting.

Environmental Protection,”
Albertson said. “I really
don’t know.”

Beaudette questioned
if the statement implied
such projects were in con-
flict of the Massachusetts
Environmental Policy Act,
which requires state agen-
cies to study potential envi-
ronmental effects of pro-
posed projects. The policy

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS....

USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED

SALE DATES:

32%9

542

10/8/26-10/14/26 BUY DIRECT FOR

demands approved projects
to avoid or minimize dam-
age to the environment.
Albertson confirmed he was
“sure” it would be the case.
“A MEPA, yeah, with the
energy use if nothing else,”
Albertson said as he posed
a question to the Planning
Board. “First we need to
understand, what is the defi-
nition of a data center?”

=
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The follow up conver-
sation centered around the
definition of a data center.
The governor’s mandate
defines a data center as one
which exceeds power con-
sumption demands greater
than 25 megawatts, a figure
Community Preservation
Committee Representative
Michael Hofler described as
“a lot of power.”

“I think for our purposes,
for our town, we need to just
come up with a quick defi-
nition, but have one that is
much, much lower in peak
power demand,” Hofler
said, who floated the idea
of re-classifying the power
threshold to be more than
one megawatt worth of
power. He illustrated the
amount would be equiva-
lent to “500 or 1000 homes’
worth of power.”

Due to definition vague-
ness, the Planning Board
agreed to feature the question
as a main talking point for
next meeting.

“We’ll put it on the agenda
again and we’ll further dis-
cuss it a little bit more and
just see where we’re going
on this,” Beaudette said.
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Randall’s Best Ever
Scarecrow Gontest
m October 17th & 18th
$3,000 In Cash Prizes
= Every Entry Receives A Gift
YOUTH & ADULT
FIVE WINNING CATEGORIES
; m Best Qverall, Most Traditional,
| Scariest, Most Creative & Funniest
TWENTY CASH PRIZES PLUS TEN CHARITY MATCHES!
Bring Your Entry To The Greenhouse By End Of Day
~ SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17TH ~
October Fall Fun Weekends!
In The Garden Center
Saturdays, Sundays & Columbus Day
11AM — 4PM
Scarecrow Workshops
* Make Your Own Scarecrow
We Provide All The Materials
»“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home
..P.t.l.mpkm.l?.e.cqrat.l.ng Workshop
We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home
Free Family Fun!
Chuck The Chicken ¢ Mini Hay Maze
“Funny Bone” Game ¢ Bean Bag Toss
Duck Racing & MORE!
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Elsie’s Creamery

The Best Homemade Ice Cream
Open Window Service
Frldays Saturdays, Sundays & Columbus Day

Last Day October 18th

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589- 7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and You(TD)
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

When will Congress
repay Social Security
money taken years ago?

Dear Rusty:

I seem to remember that
Congress borrowed a total
of 4 trillion dollars from
SS back in the 1980s and
1990s. When will this be
repaid with interest?

Signed: Concerned
Senior

of course, is not at all the
case, because every dollar
invested in those special
issue government bonds
has been (and still is)
used only for valid Social
Security purposes and
results in extra SS revenue
from interest.

Nevertheless, those
accusations were prevalent
in the 1980s and 1990s
when the changes to tax
SS benefits were enacted.
Indeed, we still regular-
ly hear and refute similar
rhetoric these days in our
capacity as Social Security
Advisors.

We’ve written many
articles on this topic, all
of which are available at
the AMAC Foundation’s
two main websites at
www.amacfounda-
tion.org, and www.
SocialSecurityReport.org.

To answer your specific
question “when will this
(money) be repaid with
interest?” The answer is -
there is nothing to repay.
All monies ever received
for Social Security pur-
poses have been invested
in special interest-bearing
government bonds, which
are redeemed (with inter-
est paid) weekly as need-
ed to pay Social Security
benefits to those who have
earned and are entitled to
them.

These bonds are secured
by the “full faith and credit
of the U.S. government,”
a financial designation
which is globally consid-
ered to be “exceptionally
low risk.”

FYI, the SS Trust Fund
reserves held about $2.5
trillion in investments as
of the end of 2025, down
from about $2.9 trillion in
2020. The Trust Fund total
is now being regularly
depleted because incoming
SS revenue has not been
sufficient to pay 100%
of SS benefit obligations
since 2021, so Trust Fund
reserves are now being

Dear Concerned Senior:

I’m afraid your rec-
ollection is not correct —
no politicians (Congress
or Presidents) have ever
taken money from the
Social Security Trust
Funds — not in the 1980s,
nor 1990s, not ever.

Congress and Presidents
are prevented by law from
using Social Security
money for any purpose
other than paying SS ben-
efits to beneficiaries and
for paying the operating
costs of administering the
program.

Some significant chang-
es to the Social Security
program were, indeed,
made in the years you
mention, but those chang-
es essentially saved Social
Security from defaulting
on monthly SS payment
obligations.

In 1983, Congress and
President Reagan enact-
ed some income tax on
received SS benefits for
those with higher incomes
and which added to Social
Security’s revenue, thus
avoiding a benefit cut.

Then in 1993, Congress
and President Clinton
expanded that legislation
to increase the taxation of
received Social Security
benefits to provide addi-
tional SS revenue.

What you may be
remembering is the polit-
ical rhetoric from those
days, which opined that
Congress had stolen,
squandered or borrowed
(and should repay) Social
Security money used for
other purposes.

And that rhetoric origi-
nated because of the way
received SS revenue from used to pay full benefits.
payroll FICA tax is invest- And therein lies the crux
ed. of the Social Security sol-

Social Security revenue, vency issue, which is why
when received, is immedi- the program so urgent-
ately invested in special-is- 1y needs Congressional
sue government bonds, reform before the SS
which pay interest (just reserves in the Trust Funds
like normal government run dry in 2032, after
“T-bills™). which everyone would see

The difference is a cutin their monthly SS
that these SS bonds are benefits. Congress must
redeemable, with interest, enact SS reform now.
upon demand and as need-
ed by SSA to pay monthly
benefits. This means that
SS gets additional inter-
est income from these
investments accounting for
about $69 billion in extra
SS income in 2025.

Some folks, howev-
er, feel that because the
U.S. Treasury gets the
actual cash received for
those SS investments, that
the money is used by the
Treasury for other purpos-
es. Which is, of course,
true — just as the gov-
ernment uses all income
received from all revenue
sources to pay for govern-
ment programs.

So, rather than viewing
those SS bonds as invest-
ments, some view them
as “money borrowed” and
sometimes call the bonds
“worthless I0Us.” This,

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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Friends with more questions

The threat of night time
temperatures in the 30s
sure have us gardeners
on the move.

I had a few questions from
friends this week that
pertained to the change
in seasons. Read on;
maybe you can relate!

One of my friends
asked if she should
harvest all of her unripe
peppers, and if they
would continue to ripen
indoors.

Peppers will only con-
tinue to fully ripen (i.e.
change from green to their
ripe color) if they are show-
ing a hint of their ripe color.
They definitely won’t be as
sweet as if they ripened on
the vine, and they will lose a
little of their mass as they sit,
but they would still be a great
addition to a stir fry or sauce.

I generally harvest all of
my unripe peppers and keep
them one layer deep in my
cool mudroom, using or dis-
carding as I go.

Another question came in
about the use of Neem as an
insecticide. My friend put
her houseplants outdoors for
the summer months and is
concerned about bringing
hitch-hikers inside where
plants will be in close quar-
ters.

We always spray tender
plants such as Rosemary or
Bay with Safer’s Soap or a
Sun oil before returning them
to the greenhouse for the
winter.

Neem works a bit differ-
ently but like the others is
also a less toxic approach.
Neem oil comes from the
Neem tree (Azadirachta indi-

BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

eBird reported recent
sightings of common night-
hawks at the Rutland Prison
Camps in Rutland and in
Worcester.

The common nighthawk is
a medium sized (8.7 to 9.8
inches long) nocturnal bird
of the nightjar family found
in both the Americas. It is
typically dark colored: gray,
black or brown with intricate
patterns providing camou-
flage and making them diffi-
cult to spot during daytime.

They are mostly observed
in flight. The slender body,
long wings (wing span 20 to
24 inches) and white wing
patches on the wings make
them easy to identify.

Although they have a small
beak, there mouth is large.
They have noticeable barring
on their sides and abdomen
and short legs.

Its life span is about four to
five years. The males of this
species may roost together,

ca), which grows naturally in
India and Southeast Asia.

ture of her plant and
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It is an effective pesti-
cide, miticide and fungicide
for both indoor and outdoor
plants. You can buy it ready
to use or in oil form which
needs to be mixed with water
and a small amount of dish
detergent right before use.
This will help it blend nicely
and disperse evenly.

Neem is effective against
spider mite, white flies,
scale, mealybug and aphids
— all of which are typical
houseplant pests. It kills
them by disrupting their
reproductive cycles and feed-
ing patterns.

My advice would be to
spray in the shade or when
skies are overcast since
sometimes neem can cause a
phytotoxic effect and it can
kill bees if sprayed directly.
Always spray a small area of
the plant first as a test, and if
no damage is visible a day
later, coat the surface and
undersides of the leaves as
well as the stem.

Using this approach,
clean plants will delight my
friend’s window sills this fall
and winter.

My coworker kept joking
with me that a plant that she

was gifted would never, ever
bloom. Well, I kept watch
over the neighbor’s, check-
ing in on its progress.
About two weeks ago 1|
informed her that flowers
were on the way. She
finally sent me a pic-

First buds and
then flowers! Yay!

The plant in question is
The Nippon Daisy, better
known as the Montauk Daisy
(Nipponanthemum nippon-
icum). When most flowers
are calling it quits, this late
season perennial is just get-
ting started.

The plant is shrub-like, so
it blends in well in the land-
scape with bushes or other
specimen perennials, grow-
ing 1.5-3 feet tall and 3-5
feet wide. It looks like a reg-
ular white daisy, only more
robust.

Enjoy them now through
the first heavy frost. Plant in
full sun; cut back a bit in the
spring to keep them growing
upright. It is both deer and
rabbit resistant.

I hope that you enjoy these
timely, friendly questions.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

but the bird is
primarily sol-
itary.

The com-
mon night-
hawk is the

Common Nighthawk

only night-
hawk occur-
ring over the majority of
northern North America.
During migration common
nighthawks may travel 1,600
to 4,200 miles, one of North
America’s longer migrations.

They migrate by day or
night in loose flocks, fre-
quently numbering in the
thousands. An aerial insecti-
vore, the migrants will feed
en route and congregate in
marshes, rivers and lake-
shores.

The best time to see them
during migration is in late
afternoon into the evening.

During flight, their vocal-
ization is a nasal “peent” or
“beernt.” Peak vocalizations
are reported 30 to 45 minutes

after sunset. The male makes
a croaking ‘“auk auk auk”
in the presence of a female
during courtship.

Night time feeding is rare.
The most common insects in
their diets are butterflies and
moths. They actively avoid
eating flies.

Artificial light sources
such as parking lots attracts
them in an effort to forage
for insects enticed by the
light. They even fly extreme-
ly low over the surface of
water to drink.

Nighthawks preferred
breeding and nesting habitat
is forested regions with rocky

Please see BACKYARD,
page 8

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence
and home telephone
number. We must
authenticate authorship
prior to publication.
We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com.
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5
p-m.

Turley
Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information
about key endorsements or
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.
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elchertown High School Class
Bof 2028 members persevered
through all three days of fair
weekend. They ran their booth and

began a drive-by, raising money for their
class while having fun serving hotdogs,

snacks, and themed drinks.
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The Belchertown High School Band
and Tri-M Honors Society members
dedicate their weekend to raising
money, selling baked goods, and making
baked potatoes for fair attendees. They
| dressed in a potato costume, ran a raf-

fle, held the booth down in high winds,
worked together, and had a blast.

Immaculate Heart of
Mary Craft fair Oct. 12

GRANBY—Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in
Granby, Mass. is having a
Craft Fair on Monday, Oct.
12 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In addition to over 50
vendors, there will be bas-
ket raffles, a Lottery Tree
Raffle, as well as breakfast

& lunch available.

Stop in, say hello & sup-
port small local business-
es, and get some Christmas
shopping done. Immaculate
Heart of Mary is located
at 256 State St. in Granby,
Mass.

Granby Free Public Library’s
new afternoon book club

GRANBY—Join us for a
friendly, relaxed, afternoon
book club at the Granby
Free Public Library. The
group will meet monthly,
every third Tuesday of the
month at 2 p.m. to discuss
various genres of fiction.

Group members will vote
on titles they would like to
read in advance.

Upcoming books are
made available at the
library in multiple formats
- regular print, large print
and audiobook. For the Oct.
20 meeting, the book choice

is “The Briar Club” by Kate
Quinn, stop by the library
for a copy.

Afternoon book groups
combine the joy of reading
with the benefits of con-
versation, community, and
personal enrichment, mak-
ing them a rewarding way
to spend time and connect
with others.

The Granby Free Public
Library is located at 297
E State St., Granby, MA
01033.

Visit www.granbylibrary.
org for more information.

n Sept. 18 Bel-
chertown High
School hosted

a homecoming dance.
Photographers Morgan
Sambor and Myra Ablicki
captured the night full

of dancing, music, and
memories!”

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Learn to pastel paint at the library

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

GRANBY - The Granby
Free Public Library wel-
comed Gregory Maichack for
a workshop to teach adults
and teens how to pastel paint.

This workshop was
designed for artists of all
skill levels, from beginners to
advanced participants.

The Oct. 3 program was
supported by funds from the
Granby Cultural Council, a
local agency supported by
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council.

Maichack of West
Springfield, has been an art-
ist for over two decades and
has been teaching art classes
for about the same amount of
time. Whenever he teaches,
Maichack gets around 20-30
students per class.

He loves working with
pastels but has also created
artwork using oil paints and
watercolor.

When asked about why he
prefers pastels, he said the
use of pastels gives artists the
ability to smudge and layer
their color.

“I had to go back to pas-
tels,” Maichack said.

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

Artist Gregory Maichack taught a program called Vincent Van Gogh’s Iris: Learn to Pastel Paint
at the Granby Free Public Library.

Maichack’s pastel work
was at Saturday’s program
was inspired by the work of
Vincent Van Gogh.

Maichack said he learned
a lot about the history of Van
Gogh’s work, and that he was
an artist that used compli-
mentary colors such as blue
and orange.

Maichack’s students
worked on a pastel portrait of
a flower. He provided sam-

ples of some portraits done
in pastels with some done
during various stages.

His students at the library
were using pastel pencils and
soft pastels.

The first step was to trace
a flower with a white pen-
cil. After tracing, participants
applied the colors of blue and
orange.

Maichack provided the
tools and pastels for his stu-

dents and gave helpful tips
throughout the workshop.

Upcoming library event

The Granby Free Public
Library, 297 East St., will be
hosting the presentation of
the Trial of Lizzie Borden:
Whacks and Hacks, on
Thursday, Oct. 15 at 5:30
p-m.

For more information and
to register, visit granbyli-
brary.org.

LUDLOW—Christ the
King Rosary Sodality’s
St. Nicholas Craft Fair
will be held Saturday,
Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Christ the King
Parish Center located at 41
Warsaw Avenue in Ludlow.

St. Nicholas Craft Fair
to take place Nov. 14

They will be hosting tal-
ented vendors along with
a 50-50 Raffle and various
gift raffles.

A light luncheon, drinks
and desserts available for
sale. All are welcome to
join the festivities.

The Trial of Lizzie Bor-
den
Thursday, Oct. 15 at
5:30 p.m.

Join Honorable Dennis
J. Curran, Justice,
Massachusetts Superior
Court (Ret.) to discuss
the famous case of Lizzie
Borden! Space is limited —
Sign-up!

Knitting Group
Every Wednesday after-
noon at 2 p.m.
Bring your latest project
and join us for conversa-
tion, tips and tricks.

Halloween Family
Book Bingo
Thursday, Oct. 22 at 6

October happenings at the
Granby Free Public Library

p.m.
All ages are welcome!

Come play bingo to win
free books and enjoy some
spooky treats.

Sourdough Starter
Workshop with
Sourdough Brandon

Thursday, Oct. 29 at 6
p.m.

Space is limited — Sign-
Up!

Friends of the Granby
Library Meeting

Thursday, Oct. 22 at
4:30 p.m.

Visit our website for
more information and to
sign up for our programs!
www.granbylibrary.org

ABOVE: Lively church
parishioners showing off
their taco salad talents.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
BEN HERNANDEZ

LEFT: Award-winning
rabbits.

.

Low cost
tutoring &
scholarships
are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at the
Palmer Public Library,
here to help you meet
your educational and
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

_—
lop Floor
LEARNING

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional &
Educational Goals

Tutors Needed

For English Language Learners, HiSET
English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

New Online Programs for
GED/HISET, College Prep,
Career Path, Workplace Readiness

and more starting soon!

Study ANYTIME on YOUR schedule.
Call to register and get in line!

o Basic Computer Use

e Resumé Building & Updating
o English Language Learning

o« GED/HiSET Preparation

o Reading, Writing, Math

o Citizenship Exam

o SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Tech tutors needed for teaching seniors

how to use smartphones. Ask for Lori or Pam

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

em‘eil: director@topfloorlearning.org
« .. hhttps://toptloorlearning.org/ g .. »

FAIR from page 1

The Belchertown Fair
roots as an agricultural
gathering were on full dis-
play with a wide assortment
of animals presented in the
pulling ring. Horse pulls fea-
tured equines both large and
small as they competed for
cash prizes, which centered
around horse teams battling
to determine who could pull
the heaviest weight.

The 4-H Town Council,
whose eponymous H’s stand
for “Head, Hearts, Hands and
Health,” was instrumental to
the traditional events coor-
dinated over the weekend.
With their massive tent locat-
ed in the fairgrounds center,
the organization hosted ani-
mal husbandry based com-
petitions, such as the popular
Rabbit and Cavy show, a pet-
ting zoo and sold food under
their massive tent. Volunteer
leader Erin Thibault called
the fair a representation of
“hometown community spir-
it” which promoted a “fami-
ly-friendly atmosphere.”

“It’s been a positive expe-
rience,” Thibault said. “We
get to help out the commu-
nity, we get to help out the
fair committee. We help set
up tents, we promote the fair
and the children that are in
4-H get to not only show off
their exhibits, but they get to
share their knowledge.”

The Exhibit Hall near the
Belchertown United Church
of Christ offered a wide
assortment of craft trea-
sures and fierce competition.
Participants demonstrated
their skills to bring home the
coveted People’s Choice rib-
bons, while the church itself
was host to a Saturday exclu-
sive taco salad booth run by
church parishioners.

The Adult People’s
Choice winner was Sharon
Kahl-Oey, whose crocheted
white and red-trimmed dress
wowed attendees, with Helen
Bierly taking home the Youth
People’s Choice award with
an impressive ferret sculp-
ture. Shannon Byrnes earned
the Glenn Butler Award for
their basket of home grown
vegetables.

In spite of uncertain

i'\t.. |

Attendees make their way through the campus ground filled
with a selection of classic midway rides.

cloudy skies and heavy
winds, the Belchertown Fair
remained a beloved and
well-attended event. With a
long history dating back to

Surrounded
by goats.

the 1800s, the fair is poised
to stay a town tradition for
many years to come.

“I look forward to it every
year,” Hibler said.

BACKYARD from page 6

outcrops, clearings, burned
areas or spots with small
patches of sand gravel.

The female lays six to
seven eggs on a bare rock,
gravel or even in lichens.
Both male and female feed
the young are by regurgita-
tion usually before sunrise
and after sunset. The male
also feeds the female during
nesting.

Sandhill crane
After writing about sand-

hill cranes, in the most recent
bird column, I saw a sandhill
crane in a field in Hardwick
near the New Braintree line
by the Ware River.

On my return, I saw a
crane in a different location
of the same field. I was not
sure it was the same one or a
different one.

Flocking Canada geese

In my travels, I saw sev-
eral flocks of Canada geese.
There was a small flock in
New Braintree and a larg-
er flock in a harvested corn

field in Spencer. The large
flock were migrating south
for the winter. I'm not sure if
the smaller group summered
here or not.

Wild turkeys
Wild turkeys are a famil-
iar sight. This week I saw a
hen turkey with her slight-
ly smaller poults on a lawn
in Barre. Last week I saw a
small flock of Tom turkeys.
People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.
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Hunter Mueller
eyes a teammate
up the field.

N

sports@turley.com

L4 @turleysports

I3 acebook.com/turleysports
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GRANBY Last
Thursday afternoon,
Yohan Yoon, Christian
Fraga, and Jake DeMento
had two goals each to
lead Belchertown to an
8-0 win over Granby.
Andrew Labmert had two
saves to get the shutout
for Belchertown, which
improved to 2-7-1 on the
season. Granby fell to 3-4
on the year.
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Brandon Carillon
pops the ball up.
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Matthew Almeida chases down a

Innee hall

Dennis Bonilla Alvarado heads up the field.

Tk

the ball.

Gaje Carter gets ready to
make a quick pass.

Gabriel Helbok tries to settle

Gregorio

the field.

Christopher

starts a run up

© Andrew
Grabher
looks to
‘clear the

ball on
defense.

Jake DeMento takes possession of the ball and heads

upfield.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Conor Callery makes a run for the Belchertown goal.

_. 3
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Adelina Gualberto
on defense and heads up the
field.

makes a play

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Aubrey Klingensmith is pursued by an opponent.
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Girls soccer
- beats Ludlow

BELCHERTOWN - Last Saturday after-
noon, Aubrey Klingensmith scored all three
goals for the Orioles and they went on
to shutout rival Ludlow 3-0. The Orioles
improved to 6-4 overall. The Orioles will
be back in action on Thursday, Oct. 8 at
Longmeadow at 4 p.m.

Gabriella Slovack fights to take over

possession.
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Isabella Vozzella send a pass through

Avery Gooper swoops in to steal the ball.

Granby girls battle to
draw with South Hadley

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—It’s not often
that relatives get the oppor-
tunity to coach against each
other at the varsity level.

Stephen and Bob
Weaver found themselves
in that unique situation
last Saturday morning.
Stephen Weaver is just
beginning his varsity
coaching journey as a first-
year assistant coach for the
South Hadley girls’ soc-
cer team. His uncle, Bob,
has been a fixture on the
sidelines as Granby High
School’s longtime girls’
soccer coach.

Both programs are accus-
tomed to competing at a
high level, so it was fitting
that their first meeting since
2020 ended in a 1-1 draw
on the grass soccer field at
Granby High School.

“Soccer has been a big
part of my family for many
years starting with my
grandfather (George),” said
Stephen Weaver follow-
ing the non-league match.
“This was the first time that
I coached against my uncle
at any level, so it was very
special day for us. I knew
going in that it was going to
be a hard fought battle.”

The Weaver’s normally
talk about the other Western
Mass. high school soccer

teams, but never about their
own teams.

“We always talk about
the other soccer teams,”
Bob Weaver said. “I really
enjoyed coaching against
Stephen for the first time
in today’s game. He’s an
outstanding coach and he
knows the game very well.
It would’ve been nice if
my father was still alive to
watch the game because he
loved the sport of soccer.”

George Weaver, who
passed away in 2016, was
a founding member of
Aldenville Junior Athletic
Club. He coached AJAC
soccer teams for many
years.

Last Saturday’s match
was added to the schedule
late in the summer.

“One of our non-league
opponents decided to back
out at the last minute,”
Bob Weaver said. “South
Hadley was also looking
for an opponent and they
called us. I'm very glad that
it was played here because
soccer is a little bit differ-
ent game on a turf field.
This was a very challenging
game for us.”

Both of Stephen
Weaver’s daughters are
members of the Lady
Tigers varsity soccer team.

Please see GRANBY,
page 10
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Owen Marion goes for a header.

URLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
William Wright defends against an opposing player.

Gianni
Holland
tries to play
the loose
ball.

Brody Wetnicka looks to
settle the ball and turn
play around. !

Pioneers fall at
home, but rebound
with pair of wins

PALMER - Last week, Pathfinder boys soccer had
a 5-1 loss at home against Southwick Regional, but
rebounded to defeat Smith Vociational 2-1 and then
Monson 2-0 last Friday night to improve to 7-2-1
overall on the season. The Pioneers were then off for
six days before returning action on Thursday, Oct. 8
against the High School of Commerce at 4 p.m.

LEFT: Owen Pear sends a free kick up the field.

Elijah Hodge punts the ball away.

GRANBY from page 9

Mikayla Weaver is a senior
tri-captain, but she didn’t
play against Granby because
of a minor injury.

Adalyn Weaver is one of
the four freshmen listed on
the varsity roster.

“Before I applied for this
coaching position, the first
thing that I did was make
sure it was okay with my
daughters,” said Stephen
Weaver, who previously
coached soccer at the youth
level. “I didn’t want to have a
negative experience on their
high school careers.”

The Lady Tigers first-year
varsity coach is Molly Foley,
who also coached soccer at
Chicopee Comp and Holyoke
High School.

“We played against
Molly’s team’s when she was
coaching at both Comp and
Holyoke,” Bob Weaver said.
“I’ve known her for a very
long time and she’s also a
very good soccer coach.”

It was the Lady Tigers
fourth tie of the regular sea-
son.

“We really needed to win
today’s game, but I'm proud
of the way my players battled
back late in the game,” Foley
said. “We now have as many
ties as we do wins.”

South Hadley (4-1-4), who
are the defending Western
Mass. Class B champions,
also tied Northampton (0-0),
West Springfield (1-1), and
Ludlow (2-2). They also
suffered a 2-0 home loss to

Ludlow in the season opener.

The Lady Tigers were
ranked 12th in the MIAA
Division 4 power rank-
ings, which was released on
October 2. They had won five
of the previous six meetings
against Granby.

Both teams were members
of the Central Division in
2019 and the second meeting
of that season ended in a 2-2
tie.

The last time that the Lady

Rams (5-0-3) celebrated a

victory over the Lady Tigers

was ten years ago. The final

score of that match was 2-1.

The Lady Rams entered

this week’s action as the top
ranked team in the Division 5
power rankings.

“The players never really

talk about the power rank-
ings,” Bob Weaver said.
“Being number one at this
point of the season doesn’t
mean very much.

During last Saturday’s
match, the Lady Tigers had
a total of eight corner kicks
with six of them coming
before halftime.

“They’re a very dangerous
team on corner kicks,” Bob
Weaver said. “They attack
the ball very well and we
didn’t want to give them that
many corner kicks. We were
lucky they didn’t score any
goals.”

On several of South
Hadley’s corner kicks in the
first half, senior Cara Dean
had good scoring chances,
but the ball didn’t go into the

net past Granby senior goalie
Meredith Bartosz (11 saves)

The Lady Tigers’ other
shots on goal during the
opening half were by junior
Grace Sherman, junior
Hannah Haessert, junior
Kelcey Zraunig, and sopho-
more Violet Carillon.

The momentum switched
sides late in the first half.

South Hadley junior keeper
Olivia Athas (6 saves) made
saves on shot attempts by
junior McKenna Cudworth,
senior McKenna Zumbruski,
freshman Margo Healy, and
sophomore Marcela Tapia.

The match was still score-
less nine minutes into the
second half.

That’s when Granby senior
Kalli White scored a break-

away goal, which was assist-
ed by Healy, giving the home
team a 1-0 advantage.

South Hadley managed to
score the tying goal in the
73rd minute when freshman
Jenna Sabourin, who’s a
starting defender, put a low
shot into the back of the net,
which was assisted by junior
Quinn Simone.

It was Sabourin’s second
goal in a span of three days.
She scored her first varsi-
ty goal in a 5-0 home win
against Agawam.

“Jenna is able to play sev-
eral different positions,”
Foley said. “It was her sec-
ond goal of the week.”

Granby couldn’t retake the
lead and the contest ended
in a tie.

In it together. ..

Belchertown High School’s student council worked together to run a parking lot Friday and

Saturday of fair weekend.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

15th Annual BUCC Quilt Show &
Sale set for Oct. 30 thru Nov. 1

BELCHERTOWN—
Quilts will be decorating the
Belchertown United Church
of Christ (Congregational)
located at 18 Park St. in
Belchertown. Featured this
year will be Red & Cheddar
quilts. Many antique and
new quilts to view and to
buy.

The Sewing Tag Sale,
featuring fabric, yarn, any
kind of needlework & tools,
runs through the days of the
show and on into the follow-
ing week.

$5 entry fee for Show
hours Oct. 30, 31 from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Nov. 1
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sewing Tag Sale Nov.
from 2 - 7 p.m. hours are
noon — 6 p.m. with no entry
fee.

A handicapped lift is
available in the parking lot
side door of the church.

Questions? Email Jane at
ahc60@hotmail.com.

BFD to host open house
during fire prevention week

Residents invited
to see equipment
demonstrations,
meet department
members on
Saturday, Oct. 10

BELCHERTOWN—
The Belchertown Fire
Department will host its
annual Open House on
Saturday, Oct. 10, from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m. at the fire sta-
tion, 10 North Main Street.
The event is free and open to
residents of all ages.

Visitors will be able to see
demonstrations of depart-
ment equipment, meet mem-

bers of the Belchertown
Fire Department, and enjoy
refreshments.

The Open House falls
on the final day of Fire

Prevention Week, observed

nationally October 4
through 10. This year’s
theme from the National
Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), “Charge into Fire
Safety: Safe Charging Is a
Superpower,” focuses on the
everyday charging habits that
help prevent lithium-ion bat-
tery fires in phones, laptops,
power tools, e-bikes, and
scooters.

“Our Open House is one
of our favorite days of the
year, and holding it during
Fire Prevention Week makes
it a great chance to talk with

residents about keeping their
homes safe,” said Fire Chief
John Ingram. “Many of us
charge phones, laptops, and
e-bikes every day without
thinking twice. We hope
families will come see the
trucks, meet our firefighters,
and leave with a few simple
habits that can make a real
difference.”

Fire Prevention Week is
the longest-running pub-
lic health observance in the
United States. It is held each
year during the week of
October 9, the anniversary
of the Great Chicago Fire of
1871.

For more information,
contact the Belchertown Fire
Department.

Friends of CML to hold
annual meeting Oct. 15

BELCHERTOWN—
Renovations in the Clapp
Memorial Library base-
ment are moving right
along as are the Friends
plans for Book Sales in
2027.

Now is your chance to
get in on the action and be
a part of future Book Sales.

The Friends will hold
their Annual Meeting
on Thursday, Oct. 15 at
7 p.m. on the main floor

of the library. They will
elect several Board offi-
cers including President,
Vice President, Treasurer,
Recording Secretary, and
Membership Secretary
(each for a 2-year term)
plus up to 3 at large board
members (1-year terms).

Position descriptions can
be found at friendsofclap-
plibrary.org.

All are welcome to
attend and be heard.

United Church
to hold take-out
turkey dinner

WARE - The United
Church of Ware, 49 Church
St., will hold a take-out tur-
key dinner on Monday, Oct.
19 starting at 4:30 p.m. until
food runs out.

Drive up to the Church
Street side of the church and
a runner will take your food
order and bring it to your car.
The cost is $15 per meal and
includes turkey with all the
fixings. For more information,
people may call the church at
413-967-9981.
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| PUBLIC NOTICES

Belchertown
Conservation Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the authority of the
Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L.
Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its Regula-
tions (310 CMR 10.00) and the
Belchertown Wetlands Protec-
tion Bylaw (Chapter 139), the
Belchertown Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, October 19,
2026 at 7:00 PM in the Town
Hall Auditorium, located at 2
Jabish Street in Belchertown,
MA 01007 to review a Request
for Determination of Applica-
bility permit application sub-
mitted by Christopher Doucette
of Culpeper Wood Preservers
for the installation of a pond
leveler pipe system near 255
Springfield Road (Assessor’s
Map 255-126) in Belchertown.
Work is proposed to occur with-
in the 100-foot Buffer Zone to
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands.
Anyone interested in this matter
should appear at the time and
place designated.

10/08/2026

Belchertown
Conservation Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the authority of the
Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L.
Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its Regula-
tions (310 CMR 10.00) and the
Belchertown Wetlands Protec-
tion Bylaw (Chapter 139), the
Belchertown Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, October 19,
2026 at 7:00 PM in the Town
Hall Auditorium, located at 2
Jabish Street in Belchertown,
MA 01007 to review a Request
for Determination of Applica-
bility permit application sub-
mitted by John Mazza for tree
removal at 316 North Wash-
ington Street (Assessor’s Map
256-3.02) in Belchertown. Work
is proposed to occur within the
100-foot Buffer Zone to Border-
ing Vegetated Wetlands. Anyone
interested in this matter should
appear at the time and place des-
ignated.

10/08/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in
a certain mortgage given by Au-
drey G. Walker and George N.
Galusha, Jr. and Beverly S. Ga-
lusha, said mortgage being dated
January 13, 2014, and recorded
in the Hampshire County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 11568,
Page 80, of which mortgage the
undersigned is the present hold-
er, for breach of the conditions
of said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing, the same
will be sold at Public Auction at
11:00 A.M. on Thursday, No-
vember 5, 2026, upon the prem-
ises described in said mortgage,
namely 6 South Street, Granby,
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mortgage,
to wit:

The land in Granby, Hamp-
shire County, Massachusetts, de-
scribed as follows:

A certain lot of land known and

designated as Lot #13 (thirteen)
as shown on a plan entitled “Plan
of Land in the Town of Gran-
by, Massachusetts”, Hampshire
County, prepared for George N.
Galusha, Jr. and Beverly S. Ga-
lusha, drawn by Durkee, White,
Towne and Chapdelaine, dated
May 5, 2013, said plan being re-
corded in the Hampshire County
Registry of Deeds in Book of
Plans 229, Page 99.

Being the same premises
conveyed to Audrey G. Walker
by deed of George N. Galusha,
Jr. a/k/a George Galusha a/k/a
George N. Galusha and Beverly
S. Galusha a/k/a Beverly Galu-
sha, dated November 12, 2013
and recorded in said Registry in
Book 11521, Page 35.

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of
any and all rights, rights of way,
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding
tax title, municipal or other
public taxes, assessments, liens
or claims in the nature of liens,
rights of parties in possession,
and existing encumbrances of
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or
not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens
or encumbrances is made in the
Deed.

No representations, express or
implied, are made with respect to
any matter concerning the prem-
ises which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bidder
will be responsible for paying the
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE: The
highest bidder in the sale shall
be required to deposit cash,
bank treasurer’s check or cer-
tified check in the amount of
FIFTEEN THOUSAND DOL-
LARS ($15,000.00) at the time
and the place of the sale of the
premises to qualify as a bidder
(the present holder of the mort-
gage is exempt from this require-
ment) to be held by the Mort-
gagee. The successful bidder
will also be required to deposit
an additional sum equal to ten
percent (10%) of the amount bid
less the $15,000.00 deposit (but
not less than $15,000) with the
Mortgagee’s auctioneer, Aaron
Posnik & Co., Inc., 31 Capital
Drive, West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts 01089 or the Mortgag-
ees attorney as may be directed
within five (5) days of the date of
the sale to be held by the Mort-
gagee, and the balance of the

purchase price shall be paid in
cash, certified or bank treasurer’s
check at the closing which shall
occur within thirty (30) days af-
ter the date of foreclosure sale,
time being of the essence, unless
the Mortgagee agrees otherwise.
The successful bidder at the sale
will also be required to pay a
buyer’s premium of 5% and shall
sign a Memorandum of Addi-
tional Terms of Sale containing
the above terms at the auction
sale.

In the event that the successful
bidder at the public auction shall
default in purchasing the within
described property according to
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the
Mortgagee reserves the right, at
its election, to sell the property
to the second highest bidder at
the public auction provided that
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may
require (1) said second highest
bidder to deposit the amount of
the required deposit as set forth
herein within three (3) business
days after written notice to the
second highest bidder of the de-
fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder
to execute a Memorandum of
Sale, and (3) the closing to oc-
cur within twenty (20) days of
said written notice, time being of
the essence unless the Mortgag-
ee agrees otherwise. The Mort-
gagee reserves the right to sell
any parcel or any portion thereof
separately, or in any order that
Mortgagee may choose and/or to
postpone this sale to a later time
or date by public proclamation at
the time and date appointed for
the sale and to further postpone
any adjourned sale date by public
proclamation at the time and date
appointed for the adjourned sale
date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

Florence Bank
f/k/a Florence Savings Bank
Present Holder of said Mortgage
By: /s/ Francis R. Mirkin
Francis R. Mirkin, Its Attorney
BACON WILSON, P.C.
33 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
413-781-0560
10/08, 10/15, 10/22/2026

I OBITUARY

Jeanne M. Boulais

BELCHERTOWN—
Jeanne M. Boulais, 77,
passed away on
Sept. 26, 2026,
at Christophers
Heights. She
was born in Lee,
Massachusetts, on
July 7, 1949, to
the late Fernand
“Andy” A. and
Caroline J. (Auld)
Coderre.

Jeanne was
raised in Lee, MA and
after graduating from
high school, she followed
her mother’s footsteps
attending Framingham
State University, where
she earned her bache-
lor’s degree in Home
Economics. Jeanne began
her teaching career at
Chicopee Comprehensive
High School, where she
taught from 1972 to 1976
and ultimately where she
met her husband, Ray. She
had lived in Chicopee and
Holyoke prior to relocating
to Belchertown in 1980.

After her teaching
career, Jeanne worked
as an insurance agent for
Bell & Hudson Insurance,
from which she eventually
retired.

Jeanne had a creative
spirit and a love for mak-

ing things beautiful. She
was a wonderful cook and
enjoyed sewing,
crafting, and sell-
ing her crafts at
local craft fairs.

Besides her
parents, Jeanne
was prede-
ceased by her
beloved hus-
band, Raymond
Charles Boulais
(2003); and her
daughter, Adrienne M.
Boulais (2020).

She leaves behind her
daughter, Christine J.
Boulais of Chicopee, who
wishes to thank the staff
of Christopher Heights for
taking care of Jeanne in her
final years.

Calling hours will be
held on Thursday, Oct. 8
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
Beers & Story Belchertown
Funeral Home. A funer-
al service will be held on
Friday at 10:00 a.m. at
the funeral home. Burial
will immediately fol-
low at South Cemetery in
Belchertown.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may
be made to the American
Cancer Society in Jeanne’s
memory.

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TU rleyPuincations

www.turley.com

DEATH NOTICES

Michael F. Dashnaw
Died March 23, 2026
Services were held at
St. Barnabas Anglican
Church, Belchertown

Jeanne M. Boulais
Died Sept. 26, 2026
Services Oct. 8, 2026
Beers & Story
Funeral Home

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

MEMORIALS

Haluchs

haluchsmemorials.com

1014 Center St

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
Ludlow, MA

e

583-6508 ]

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

«Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
« Civic Memorials & Custom Designs «

707 Main St., Amherst, MA . 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL S,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

| AT AMHERST WELDING
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow * Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= IR RIVER=-

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ¢ Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

* Title 5 inspection

omplet®
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general
news, personality profiles, and community features that
This includes all selectmen and school
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual
major community event features that we should always cover,
but we are more than open fo suggestions of other features
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many
inferesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding

we know about.

for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news

or community features for
The Sentinel, please email
sentinel@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
— www.turley.com

INESS

GONNECGTIO

STARTING AT

3559
/each

NAPA® Windshield Wash

WWS PLUS32
WWS MINUS20

Windshield Wash +32°F
Windshield Wash & Deicer -20°F

$5.59
$5.99

1 gal.
1 gal.

Belchertovwn Auto Partls

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661

OR 3B323-9296
_— Get the
NAPA AUTO PARTS: (Nth» AUTO PARTS Good Stuf

SPECIALIZING IN

ROBERTS ROOFS

Slate » Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters )
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal a | =z «
Tel. 413-283-4395 » Cell 413-237-9434 —= =

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

=/,
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD
(1.5-2 YRS) STORED INSIDE
OFF THE GROUND.

Cut, split, free delivery within 10 miles.
$350 per cord.

Call 413-218-3918.

MISCELLANEOUS

4 NOKIAN STUDDED SNOW TIRES,
195/65/15, used 3 months. Paid $170 each,
will sell for $100 each. 413-230-9653
leave message.

TAG SALE

SAT. & SUN,, OCT. 10-11.
9am-3pm.
99 Ferry Street, South Hadley
Household items, tools,
something for everyone.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports  memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive,
hunting, advertising, radios,
ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanoults, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
o Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Haley Remodeling offering financing.
Windows, siding, granite counters, heat &
ac mini splits, composite & pressure treat-
ed decks. 413-563-2229, Tim.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and

Removal Service

2x**xxx%\ & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware,
books, oil cans, advertising

tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.
Donald Roy

(860) 874-8396

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

HOME IMPROVEMENT

- Walker

, Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & morel

(413) 687'5552/

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates/ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Henry’s Tree Service LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &
Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F.
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026.
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 413-218-
2321

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A ol-
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 Bt | 22 Bty | 23 e B zno0
25 s | 26 massprce| 27 sasgfrcs| 28 Baog s
29 Beetanso | 30 Beogoran| 31 Bessnsa| 32 B2 00
3 i | 34 | 3 "l | 3 Ll
37 Beeoas | 38 Besgaam| 39 Beessnsa| 40 Beean00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QaVISA 1 Discover [ Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

o

WEST NORTH

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 413.283.8393

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic,
and well-organized person
for the position of
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
CLERICAL PART-TIME.
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25
hours per week at $680, depending on
Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service skills, some
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email:
wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, |-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. Bernice Stone 774-
262-6667.

o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

i |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call
1-413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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i PUBLIC SAFETY

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The following
are brief explanations of select
entries in the Belchertown
Police log and arrests for the
weeks of Sept. 19, through
Oct. 1. The information was
provided by a member of the
police department based on
the review of the detailed
log summary. This feature is
designed to provide context
and explanation to some of the
calls police respond to every
day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Saturday, Sept. 19

A 42-year-old Ware man
was issued a summons on
charges of operating after a
subsequent offense and oper-
ating without license. An
officer responded to Franklin
Street following a report of a
motorcycle crash. The oper-
ator injured their foot in the
crash. An off-duty police offi-
cer resided on the street was
able to render assistance. An
off-duty state trooper was in
the area as well. The opera-
tor said they took a corner but
hit the curb, losing their bal-
ance and ultimately crashing.
The officer found the person’s
license was suspended and
they didn’t have a motorcycle
license. The person was trans-
ported to the hospital. A crim-
inal complaint was mailed to
the person.

Wednesday, Sept. 23
12:47 p.m. — Caitlin Barbara
McGuire, 32, of 42 South
Liberty Street, Belchertown,
was arrested on a warrant. An
officer was made aware by a
probation officer for a default
warrant on the suspect. The
person was placed into custo-

dy and transported to court.

Friday, Sept. 25

11:5 1p.m. — A 22-year-old
Three Rivers man was issued
a summons on charges of
leaving the scene of proper-
ty damage/accident and neg-
ligent operation of a motor
vehicle. An officer respond-
ed to Railroad Street for a
report of a damaged vehicle
that fled towards Three Rivers.
The officer spoke with near-
by residents who had proper-
ty damage. The vehicle went
across their grass and struck a
rock wall. The residents saw
a truck behind the building
was the vehicle matching the
description. Officers requested
Palmer Police respond as well.
The woman said the vehicle
belonged to their child, and
it was registered to him. The
person then came to the door.
They admitted they were driv-
ing at the time of the accident,
and the operation was at an
unsafe speed.

Sunday, Sept. 27

10:02 a.m. — A 22-year-
old Southbridge male for
speeding, registration not in
possession, operation with
suspended license and no
inspection sticker. An officer
monitor traffic on bay saw
vehicle speeding estimated 50
mph radar displayed 49 in a
35-mph zone. It was stopped.
An inquiry showed the vehi-
cle had an active registration
and a suspended license. dis-
patch confirmed and it had no
inspection sticker on the vehi-
cle wasn’t aware of the situ-
ation. A criminal complaint
was issued a friend drove the
vehicle.

Tuesday, Sept. 29

5:39 p.m. — A 48-year-
old Granby male was issued
a summons on charges of
speeding, reckless operation
of a motor vehicle, failure to
stop for police and failure to
keep right of an obstructed
view/hill. An officer on patrol
was advised a motor vehi-
cle on Route 202 going into
Granby and possibly toward
Belchertown person who was
wanted for assault of two
people in South Hadley. The
officer was advised the oper-
ator struck a motorcyclist in
Granby. More information was
provided about the identity of
the operator. Granby Police
were going to try to find the
owner of the vehicle. Granby
Police reported an officer was
almost struck by the suspect
then who was going toward

Stebbins Street. The officer
located the vehicle on George
Hannum Road. They were
able to see the operator pass a
vehicle on a very narrow road
with a curve. There was a hid-
den curve sign before it. The
vehicle went around the cor-
ner, and the officer lost sight
of it. The officer later found
the same truck on Carriage
Drive and then the vehicle
took a left on State Street.
The vehicle was speeding and
there were concerns about
people who were out walking
on Cottage Drive. The vehicle
was abandoned and the opera-
tor ran into the woods in Ware.
The person was later located
and the vehicle was towed. An
immediate threat was filed on
the person’s license.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, Sept. 18

7:02 p.m. — An officer spoke
to a resident about an excava-
tor that was taken onto their
property that caused damage.
The person wanted it docu-
mented.

Saturday, Sept. 19

10:30 a.m. — An officer
spoke with a resident about
fraud claims. The person was
contacted by a scammer por-
traying the person’s bank and
went over transactions with
the person. The person also
gave personal information to
the caller. There was no loss
on their accounts. They made
a notification to their credit
card company.

4 p.m. — An officer respond-
ed with Belchertown Fire
paramedics to a Federal Street
residence to complete a well-
being check on the person.
They were transported to the
hospital.

Sunday, Sept. 20

12:16 p.m. — An officer to
responded to Depot Street for
a report of found property.

1:11 p.m. — An officer dis-
patched to a residence for a
report of two people arguing.
One of the two people was
having a mental health crisis
and walked away from the
property. Belchertown Fire
department also responded,
and it was determined to be
a verbal dispute. They were
evaluated. The officer said it
was only a verbal argument,
and nothing physical occurred.
A person was transported to
the hospital.

5:13 p.m. — An officer and
Belchertown Fire Department
responded to a residence for
a report of juvenile who took
large amount of prescription
medications to self-harm.
They were transported to the
hospital.

Monday, Sept. 21

12:29 p.m. — An offi-
cer responded to a George
Hannum Road parking lot
for a report of a vehicle that
struck a tree. A pickup truck
parked between two hand-
icapper spots struck a tree.
A person reported the driv-
er shouldn’t be driving any-
more. A witness saw the truck
leave the paved parking lot,
go up and over an island and
into a tree. The operator told

the officer they didn’t know
how it happened. An imme-
diate threat was filed on the
person’s license.

6:14 p.m. — An officer
pulled into the lot behind
the Belchertown Day School
and witnessed juvenile run-
ning into the woods near the
trailers and carnival rides.
The officer believed the teens
were trespassing on the for-
mer Belchertown State School
property to vandalize the
equipment and rides. Later, the
officer saw six to eight juve-
niles in a parking lot. There
was a dark colored SUV the
officer saw and spoke to the
operator. They said they were
picking up their son. The per-
son said they had no idea what
happened. The children said
they didn’t do anything but
sit on the carnival rides. They
were identified and released to
their parents/guardians.

8:40 p.m. — An officer
responded to a North Main
Street residence concerning
about a neighbor dispute. One
resident had a sensor light and
cameras facing the other resi-
dent’s direction. It was report-
ed the light and camera kept
the resident up at night. The
matter was documented. Each
resident was told how to get
harassment order.

Wednesday, Sept. 23

1:53 p.m. — An officer took
a report that a storage unit was
broken into sometime over
the winter. There were miss-
ing stolen and damage items.
The person was going to get
an itemized list of the stolen
goods. The matter is under
investigation.

Thursday, Sept. 24

9:18 a.m. — An officer took
a debit card in the lobby. The
card belonged to a Ware res-
ident that didn’t have a cur-
rent phone number. The offi-
cer was told the person spoke
with their bank already and
got a new card. The card was
entered into property to be
destroyed.

10:40 a.m. — An officer
took a report of a person who
got into an argument with the
father of one of their children.
The argument occurred over
the phone. They did not wish
to speak with an officer any
further.

12:51 p.m. — An offi-
cer got Jeep car keys some-
one dropped off. They were
entered into property.

1:40 p.m. — An officer
responded to a North Main
Street residence for a verbal
dispute between neighbors.
The other person left the
scene.

4:57 p.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud. The person
said they got an alert that pur-
chases were made at various
locations in the eastern part
of the Commonwealth. They
were already in contact with
their bank and filed a fraud
report. The matter was docu-
mented.

9:07 p.m. — An officer work-
ing the fireworks detail was
given a phone by a group of
juveniles. Then later the owner
came to the station to retrieve
1t.

9:12 p.m. — An officer to
respond a North Main Street
residence for a report of neigh-
bor issues. They were clean-
ing out a residence and left a
box in the common hallway. A
neighbor yelled at them, took
the box and put it on their car.

Friday, Sept. 25

2:08 p.m. — A person attend-
ing the fair reported their vehi-
cle was backed into by anoth-
er vehicle causing damage to
it. The offending person left
and was traveling North Main
Street around the common.
The person said their vehicle
was parked at the time of the
accident.

3:49 p.m. — An officer
responded to State Street for
an accident. A vehicle going
eastbound on State Street off
the road to right, striking and
dislodging a sign. The vehicle
went back into the roadway
before going off the road into
a swampy area. The vehicle
was towed from the scene. No
injuries were reported.

4:41 p.m. — An officer work-
ing the fair detail found a van
parked in a no parking area. A
tow company was contacted to
remove the vehicle.

9:17 p.m. — An officer took
a report of vandalism/property
damage. An officer respond-
ed to Maple Street around
Howard Street for a report of
damage to the rear of a vehi-
cle. It appeared someone tried
to break the rear window.
There was damage to rear pas-
senger window. The person
said they parked around 7:15
p.m.

10:21 p.m. — An officer
responded to Belchertown
High School for a report of
juveniles on the roof of the
school. The School Resource
Officer got the call and upon
their arrival saw three juve-
niles were on bicycles. The
juveniles were seen on the
roof and instructed to come
down. The principal was con-
tacted. The juvenile said they
climbed onto the roof to see
the stars, and they understood
it was not a good idea. The
guardians were notified and
the School Resource Officer
would handle future action.

10:21 p.m. — An officer
took a report of vandalism and
property damage. The officer
responded to a residence for a
report of a vandalized motor
vehicle. There was profanity
keyed into the car. The matter
is under investigation.

Saturday, Sept. 26

8:54 a.m. — An offi-
cer responded to assist
Belchertown Fire paramedics.

12:59 p.m. — An officer
took a report of a past road
rage incident where firearm
was possibly brandished. The
operator said they were going
north on North Washington
Street when the person in front
of them began to break check
them and was driving slow-
ly. The person then passed
the vehicle which had turned
on lights on top of the vehi-
cle in the area of the under-
pass. As they were passing,
the operator said they thought
the person in the other vehi-
cle brandished a firearm. They

gave the person a thumbs up
then put up their phone to call
police. A be on the lookout
warning was put out for the
other vehicle. Warren Police
were contacted after it was
found that the registration
came back to a Warren resi-
dent. The officer got the other
operator’s contact information
and spoke with them. They
said the vehicle behind them
was tailgating them and driv-
ing aggressively. They were
holding their phone at the time
of the incident, not a gun.

2:39 p.m. — An officer took
a report of a fight on Main
Street. There was a man on the
ground who had multiple cuts
and was bleeding. The other
person had a red and swollen
face. Belchertown Fire para-
medics were contacted but
both people refused to get
checked out. They said they
were friends.

3:28 p.m. — Officers and
Belchertown Fire Department
responded to Federal Street for
a motor vehicle that struck a
fence and the operator left the
scene in an unknown vehicle.
People reported they saw the
vehicle in the lane, but the per-
son left in another vehicle. The
person was identified. They
lost the tire on the truck which
went rolling and then struck a
fence that was in a front yard.
They told the officer a friend
lived nearby and would help
them fix the fence. No charges
were pressed.

Sunday, Sept. 27

3:39 a.m. — An officer took
a report of an abandoned
vehicle on Chauncey Walker
Road left on side of the road.
There was no registration
plate or VIN. The boat regis-
tration sticker it was defaced.
There was a hull ID number.
Further investigation revealed
that one sticker was from 2004
from Rhode Island. The offi-
cer located an expired salt-
water fishing license belong-
ing to someone in Rhode
Island. Environmental Police
in Massachusetts and Rhode
Island were also contacted.
During the day shift, an officer
contacted a person in Maine
who a possible owner. The
boat has not been claimed.

2:09 p.m. — An officer
responded to a residence for a
report of an aggressive person
who punched someone there.
Belchertown Fire paramedics
were contacted.

Monday, Sept. 28

6:57 a.m. — An officer
responded to multiple calls
reporting a pickup truck struck
a pole. A vehicle going east on
South Street tried to turn right
and lost control. The vehi-
cle went off the right side of
the road then to gain control,
went left and into a pole. The
pole split in half and fell on
the vehicle. The person was
able to exit without injury. The
vehicle was towed from the
scene.

Tuesday, Sept. 29
7:32 a.m. — A report of
a juvenile slapped anoth-
er juvenile in the face while
at a State Street business. It
was forwarded to the School

Resource Officer.

8:58 a.m. — A person who
lost a bank card came to sta-
tion to get it.

12:19 p.m. — An officer
took a report of two fraud
charges on their checking
account. One of them was in
Belchertown and the other was
in Chicopee. Then they called
back and got their credit card
statement. They didn’t know
the account or the bill and
didn’t apply for it. There was
a credit account open in their
name without their consent.

1:23 p.m. — An officer
took a report of surveyor that
caused damage to a person’s
shrubs.

Wednesday, Sept. 30

7:54 a.m. — An offi-
cer responded to assist
Belchertown Fire paramedics.

8:08 a.m. — An officer
responded to a two-vehicle
crash on Franklin Street. Two
vehicles going north crashed
after the vehicle in front
slowed to turn into a drive-
way. The operator of the sec-
ond vehicle was distracted and
struck the first. One vehicle
was able to park in the drive-
way, and the other was towed
from the scene. No injuries
were reported.

9:55 a.m. — A person report-
ed a past assault and battery in
the school. The victim wished
to speak with the School
Resource Officer about their
options.

3:12 p.m. — An officer
responded to a report of dam-
age to a vehicle in the old
town hall parking lot. A vehi-
cle parked in a parking lot was
struck by an unknown object.
There was a baseball sized
dent in the vehicle. There are
no suspects at this time.

5:06 p.m. — An officer took
a report of a neighbor violated
a harassment prevention order.
The officer spoke with the
other person. The incident was
documented. Security footage
was provided.

5:51 p.m. — An officer
responded to a domestic event
involving a parent and child.

Thursday, Oct. 1

7 a.m. — An officer respond-
ed to a vehicle crash on Maple
Street. A vehicle going east-
bound on Main Street and
Jabish Street was struck in the
intersection by a second vehi-
cle. Both vehicles were towed
and no injuries were reported.

2:47 p.m. — An officer
responded to South Liberty
Street for a report of a roof
contractor who fell off a
roof with 40-foot drop.
Belchertown Fire Department
was contacted. The person was
transported to the hospital via
helicopter.

5 p.m. — An officer respond-
ed to North Main Street for
a possible harassment order
violation.

6:38 p.m. — An officer took
a report of a noise complaint
from an Everett Ave residence.
There was a person banging
on their ceiling directly above
other residents. They were
advised how to get harassment
prevention orders.

BUSINESS 5ERVICE

R E C T O R Y

413-323-6664.

1122. John Alix, Owner.

AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY
Complete Auto Body, Paint &
Repair, auto glass, computerized
paint matching, also routine car
maintenance. Free estimates. Old
Springfield Rd., Belchertown.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories,
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades,
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-

413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012.
Great cuts for men and women. A
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

PC

peadagagsd

SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS
Full service full time gunsmith.
40 Years experience. Located at
450 State St., Belchertown.

Horse,

Let's Hear It for Our
Best Local Businesses

\/
TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

BELL & HUDSON INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.,
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel.
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591.
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto,
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel
Scag,
Residential and Commercial.
41 South Whitney St., Amherst,
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

19 North Main

INC.

Jonsered,

ROBERTS ROOFS CO.,
INC. Trusted name since
1982. Commercial,
residential.
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat roofing.
Snow Removal. Fully licensed.
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING,
Snow plows, sanders, sales &
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs,
trailer hitches, trailer repairs,
welding, fabrication, lawnmower
repairs. 330 Harkness Rd.,
Ambherst. 413-253-4867

industrial,
Specializing in

INC.
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— HOMETOWN

- L'l -exTERIORS-

Your porch should be a sanctuary, not a struggle with the elements. *"E‘ PR
At Hometown Exteriors, we specialize in transforming 3-season XIS
rooms with the innovative Expanse™ by Porchwerx.

This one-of-a-kind design features dual retractable top and
bottom screens, giving you amazing, uncluttered views of your
surroundings. Whether you’re enjoying a quiet morning coffee or a
family sunset, the Expanse™ system allows the brilliance of nature
to take center stage while keeping your living space comfortable
= and protected.
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LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES
P |

otld HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE
= EXTERIORS -

FOAM - FIBERGLASS * CELLULOSE

OF WESTERN MASS

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS




