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POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
 Re/Max Compass 

Office:  (413) 568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

(413) 813-4479 www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

Our Real Estate Team has been providing compassionate and expert probate and estate services since 2003. 
Contact the Team that Sells... Contact the Team that Understands.

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – On a beautiful 
fall day over the weekend, the local 
Veterans of Foreign War, or VFW, host-
ed a bike ride in order to raise money 
for veterans and children at St. Jude’s. 

Over one hundred bikes came to ride 
for the VFW’s fundraiser, with about 
128 riders in total. The ride spanned 
about 120 miles and circled around to 
three locations. 

The first stop was the village of 

Miller Falls, and from there, the rid-
ers moved on to the American Legion 
and Athol, and then the VFW in North 
Brookfield, then back to Belchertown. 

“It’s a great turn-out for our first 
year,” Rachel Chagnon, the manager 
of the Belchertown VFW said. “It’s so 
exciting to see so many come to sup-
port the veterans.” 

This being their first year, the VFW 
was overwhelmed with support from 
the dozens of people who came to ride, 
raising money for the charities. 

Home Base, an organization that 
raises money to support the families 

of veterans, and St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital were the two charities chosen 
to raise funds for. 

“Bikers are probably the most gener-
ous group of people to give to charity 
by far,” Commander George “Archie” 
Archible said. “The best part of the day 
was giving back to the community.”

Commander Archie has served as 
commander of the VFW for twen-
ty-three years, and is a Vietnam Purple 
Heart Veteran a part of the Marine 
Corps. 

Local VFW holds
ride for charityride for charity

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The town has a 
great history, with buildings 
standing tall, and sadly, many that 
are no longer with us, but serve to 
hold a special place and reminder 
of where the town comes from. 

The richness of the history of 
the town is reflected and pre-
served in the work done by the 
societies and associations within 
the town, whether at the museum, 
or in the preserving work of the 
physical locations. 

The preservation society has 
been working on one of these 
historic buildings, Kellogg Hall, 
which is located next to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
on State Street. 

It held a room for the hand-
ful of high school students at the 
time, another room to serve as the 

library, a room for the town offic-
es, and an auditorium on the top 
floor. 

“There’s a lot of different histo-

ries and time periods seen here,” 
said Judy DeLong, a member of 
the preservation society. “The hall 
just brings you back into that time 
period. There’s so much history 
here we want to keep alive.”

Kellogg Hall has been standing 
in the center of Granby since it 
was built in 1889, and to this day 
still has that beautifully-construct-
ed spiral staircase. 

Today, it is a museum, with the 
rooms still intact, with each one 
going through a time in Granby’s 
history, including a beautiful dress 
from the Victorian era and WWII 
memorabilia. 

The Preservation Society is also 
actively working towards repaint-
ing the building into its original 
colors, which were once bright 
and vibrant. This was discovered 
after boring into the layers of 
white paint to reveal the colorful 
layers underneath.

Preservation Society holds craft fair for restoring Kellogg Hall
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Friends get-
ting ready 

to ride with 
Commander 

Archie 
(purple) 

giving 
them some 
encourage-

ment.

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The Select Board, 
led by Chair Crystal Dufresne, 
held a public hearing in order 
to discuss and hear from LJ 
Development of Belchertown. 
Also with Dufresne were Clerk 
David A. Labonte and member 
Glen N. Sexton. 

Damien Ber th iaume,  the 
a t t o r n ey  r e p r e s e n t i n g  L J 
Development, came forward to 
the select board to share a letter 
submitted to the board by his cli-
ent’s engineer to reduce the proj-
ect by about twenty-five percent.

“The original ask was 40,000 
cubic yards, and we did submit 
a request asking that the scope 
of the project be reduced to 
10,000`per day,” Berthiaume said. 

This reduction, according to 
Mr. Frederickson, the engineer 
working for the client, would 
result in only two to three truck 
trips per day, which goes to show 
the attention brought to them 
from the community about the 
traffic. 

Berthiaume also addressed sev-
eral concerns of the community 

SB hears
from 
company 
for gravel
permit

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Jessica Guilmette with beautiful felt pieces from her small business, Winslet 
Aurora Designs.

“There’s a lot of 
different histories 
and time periods 
seen here. The hall 
just brings you back 
into that time peri-
od. There’s so much 
history here we 
want to keep alive.”

JUDY DELONG,
Member of 
Preservation Society

Please see VFW, page 4

★

Please see BOARD, page 7

Please see FAIR, page 10
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

maureen.gogallagher.com

Maureen McGarrett Hall  
MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing

It’s a great season to It’s a great season to 
Fall in Love 

with your New Home! with your New Home! 

REALTOR®

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
COINS, COLLECTIONS, 

WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

❚ COMMUNITY 

B E L C H E R T O W N — T h e 
Belchertown Select Board is look-
ing for citizens interested in sharing 
their expertise by serving on a Town 
Board/Committee. If you have time 
and are interested in getting involved 
in your Town’s activities, please sub-
mit a letter of interest to: Select Board, 
The Finnerty House, One South Main 
Street, P.O. Box 670, Belchertown, 
MA 01007 or by email to select-
board@belchertown.org (unless oth-
erwise indicated below). May also 
submit a volunteer form on our web-
site: https://www.belchertown.org/374/
Volunteer.

The Town wishes to fill the follow-
ing vacancies:

Animal Control Advisory Board: 
The Town wishes to fill two (2) vacan-
cies on the Animal Control Advisory 
Board. This board has the authority 
to conduct hearings as allowed in the 
Town’s by-laws and pose reasonable 
conditions as deemed appropriate. The 
ideal applicants may be a dog breeder, 
a dog trainer, a veterinarian, non-pet 
owner from the community, a medical 
professional specializing in emergency 
medicine, animal enthusiast or care-
giver, pet owner and/or interested resi-
dents. Deadline: Friday, Oct. 25.

Belchertown Family Center 
Committee: The Belchertown Family 
Center Committee is seeking passion-
ate, service-minded individuals to fill 
two (2) active voting member posi-
tions. This committee is charged with 
oversight of the Belchertown Family 
Center and its support programming 
for families and is actively working to 
create a breadth of resources for our 
community. Deadline: Friday, Oct. 25.

Capital Improvement Planning 
Committee: The Town wishes to fill 
seats on the newly developed Capital 
Improvement Planning Committee. 
Those interested must be Belchertown 
residents with demonstrated knowl-
edge of construction, facility mainte-
nance, fleet management, architecture, 
engineering, or a related field. Please 
submit your letter of interest with qual-
ifications by Friday, Oct. 25.

Communications Committee: 
The Town wishes to fill two (2) full 
member seats on the Communications 
Committee. The purpose of this com-
mittee is to develop a communication 
plan for the Town of Belchertown to 
improve information flow from the 
Town to the public. Experience with 
marketing, communications, and/
or social media is highly preferred. 
Deadline, Friday, Oct. 25.

Council on Aging: The Town wish-
es to fill one vacancy on the Council 
on Aging. Members of the Council 
on Aging coordinate programs and 
services for the elderly population 
and oversee the Belchertown Senior 
Center. Deadline: Friday, Oct. 25.

 Energy and Sustainabil i ty 
Committee: The Town wishes to fill 
a full member vacancy on the Energy 
and Sustainability Committee. Its 
purpose is to develop and recom-
mend sound energy and sustainability 
programs and policies for the Town. 
Energy relates to the fuel choices 
we make for buildings, vehicles, and 
industry. Sustainability means meeting 
our own needs without compromis-
ing the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs. Visit their 
webpage at www.belchertown.org.
Deadline: Friday, Oct. 25.

Historical Commission:  The 
Town wishes to fill two (2) associ-
ate member seats on the Historical 
Commission. The Commission’s basic 
goal is the preservation of historic 
places and is completing an inventory 
of Belchertown’s historic assets and 
structures that are more than 50 years 
old. Deadline: Friday, Oct. 25.

H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  B y - L a w 
Commission: The Town wishes to fill 
(1) full member Real Estate seat on the 
Historic District By-Law Commission. 
The Commission has regulatory con-
trol over new construction, reconstruc-
tion, alterations, movements, and dem-
olition of all exterior architectural fea-
tures of buildings and structures within 
the Historic District which are visible 
from any public street, public way, or 
public park. Deadline: Friday, Oct. 25.

Parks,  Beach & Recreation 
Committee: The Town wishes to fill a 
full member seat to serve on the Parks, 
Beach & Recreation Committee. The 
Committee recommends policy, con-
ducts and promotes sports and recre-
ation, physical education, and recre-
ation programs to meet the leisure time 
needs of the community. Deadline: 
Friday, Oct. 25.

Veterans’ Services Advisory 
Board (VSAB): The Town is seeking 
letters of interest to one (1) full mem-
ber vacancy and one (1) at-large mem-
ber on the VSAB. The Board works 
closely with the Town’s Veterans’ 
Agent on issues pertaining to veterans 
to include but not limited to Veterans 
Day and Memorial Day ceremonies, 
war memorials, veterans graves or 
any other related areas of concern. 
Deadline: Friday, Oct. 25.

Belchertown committee openings

BELCHERTOWN—The Friends of 
Clapp Memorial Library will hold their 
annual meeting on Oct. 10, at 7 p.m., on 
the main floor of the library located at 
19 South Main St. The public is invited, 
and all past, present, and future mem-
bers are encouraged to attend. 

Activities will include recogni-
tion awards of the library’s Junior 
Volunteers, a short discussion of the last 
year’s events, information about future 
events, and the election of board offi-
cers. Open positions on the Board are  
President, Vice-President, Treasurer, 

Recording Secretary and three At-Large 
members. Nominations will be accepted 
from the floor. Descriptions of the duties 
of each Board position can be found 
at https://www.friendsofclapplibrary.
org/current-by-laws.html. Light refresh-
ments will be available.

Friends of Clapp Memorial Library annual members meeting

4-H tent a success
BELCHERTOWN—The Belchertown 4-H Town 

Council hosted their annual 4-H tent at the Belchertown 
fair this past weekend. Great food, cookie and pumpkin 
decorating for kids, and lots of animals to meet and 
learn about! Congratulations to all our 4-Her’s that 
participated in the annual Rabbit show held on Saturday 
and the Poultry Show on Sunday. Special thanks to Sam 
Terault, Michelle Lee, Lydia Lajoie, Cait Beachell, 
Sharon Oey, Laurie Clark, Katlyn Bovat and Becky 
Downey for bringing up animals for our livestock 
display. Congratulations to the following winners and 
a huge thank you to donors for the first annual Silent 
Auction.
• 30 Minute riding lesson, Green Acres Equestrian 

Center – Barbara Chamberlain
• Maple Syrup Quart, Shattuck’s Sugarhouse – Dave 

Thibault
• Boot Scraper, Made in America Metal Arts – Hope 

Guardener
• Petals& Twigs gift basket – Lori Ebberston, Janet 

Zajac
• Two pair earrings, Clay Chic Design – Jenn Skahen
ª $50 Gift Certificate, The Henhouse at Austin Ridge 

Acres – Jennifer Skahen
• Crocheted Duck, JR’s Crocheted Critters – John 

Keltue
• Candle holder, D&E Farm & Woodworking – Kate 

Hall
• 45 Minute private riding lesson, River Ledge Farm 

–  Kate Hall
• Honey 2 lb, Tom’s Wildflower Honey – Lori 

Ebberston
• Handmade Scarecrow shutter, Judy Laplante –  

Melanie Nichols
• Crocheted Turkey, Bakus Bunnies Family Farm – 

Michelle Lee
• 12 oz. SS Highland Cow wine glass, Two Crafty 

Cricketeers – Michelle Smythkowski
• 12 oz. Honey, Homestead Apiary – Michelle 

Smythkowski
• 20 oz. Stainless steel Gnome tumbler, Two Crafty 

Cricketeers – Mona Griffin
• 12 oz. SS Sunflower Gnome wine glass, Two 

Crafty Cricketeers – Mona Griffin
• 2 Dozen Eggs, Hens and Chicks Farm – Mona 

Griffin
• Two autographed books with bookmark, Ruth 

Cardello – Raelyn Ermold
• Wine Rack, D&E Farm & Woodworking – Sabrina 

Hettrick
• Car Care kit, Advanced Auto Parts - Erin Thibault
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Wilbraham & Monson Academy

OPEN HOUSE

For families interested in grades 6-12, PG.

Sunday, Oct. 6, 10 a.m.

Meet faculty, students, parents and coaches.
Learn more about our programs and community. Tour our campus.

rsvp: www.wma.us/openhouse

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

The VFW works to serve and give back to the 
veterans who gave so much for our country, pro-
viding financial support to scholarships for the 
children of veterans. 

“If a veteran from Belchertown can’t heat their 
home, we do,” Commander Archie said. “We are 
here to give back to the veterans who gave it all.” 

In order to become a member of the VFW, you 
have to have gone to war. Less than one percent 
of the nation are veterans, and a smaller percent-
age actually got deployed out of the country. 

“Who we are as veterans takes care of 99% of 
the population,” Commander Archie said. “That 
1% took care of you, so why can’t that 99% help 
the 1% when they come home?” 

The VFW is here for the veterans, and every 
year hosts a golf fundraiser to help it continue its 
work in supporting veterans and their families. 

The VFW also foes to the high school to speak 
to students about the meaning of Veteran’s Day, 
and why it is so important to be remembered by 
and cherished by the world. 

“[Being a veteran means] everything,” 
Commander Archie said. “It’s probably the most 
important thing in my life.” 

The VFW held a special BBQ at the end of the 
day, and the day was packed with people coming 
in to enjoy a meal in support of the VFW. 

There was also a performance by band Wild 
Cat Halloran, and there was a special basket 
raffle donated by local businesses, and a 50/50 
raffle. 

The day was a success, and the VFW is look-
ing forward to the next year’s bike ride, and the 
many more opportunities to come for raising 
money for the heroes who helped give all for 
their country. 

VFW from page 1

Local VFW holdsride for charityride for charity

Rachel Chagnon (left), with Hunter Chagnon (center) and 
Sara Scanlon (right) with the VFW.

Sending peace to the world.

Excited for the day’s adventures, and the ability to make a 
difference.

Friends getting ready for the ride, having some fun. 

Revving 
engines, 
buckling on 
helmets, and 
making the 
last preps 
to go.

The band, Wild Cat Halloran, providing classis hits for all to enjoy.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
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           ALWAYS FRESH AT 

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL FUN!

  Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

Last Days For Creamery Last Days For Creamery 
Window ServiceWindow Service

Oct 5th, 6th, 12th, 13th & 14th 
11AM – 7PM

CORN STALKS, STRAW BALES, INDIAN CORN, GOURDS 
Pumpkins, Pumpkins, Pumpkins 

SPECIALTY PUMPKINS, SUGAR PUMPKINS, FACE PUMPKINS
Witches, Scarecrows, Ghosts & Spiders!

Decorate For Fall

FALL FLAVORSFALL FLAVORS
New England Grown 

Honey Crisp, MacIntosh, 
Cortland & Macoun Apples

CORTLAND & MACINTOSH APPLES
                 5 lb Tote Bags $5.99

Outside In The Garden Center
Saturdays, Sundays & Columbus Day

11AM – 4PM

            SCARECROW MAKING WORKSHOPSCARECROW MAKING WORKSHOP
         Make Your Own ScarecrowMake Your Own Scarecrow

New “Skin & Bones” Skeleton ScarecrowNew “Skin & Bones” Skeleton Scarecrow
Plus Traditional Full Size ScarecrowsPlus Traditional Full Size Scarecrows

“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Pumpkin Decorating Workshop
We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Family Fun Weekends
Chuck The Chicken, Duck Races, 

Pumpkin Ring Toss, Bean Bag Toss
And NEW “Funny Bone” Game

 

   Beautiful Hardy Mums   Beautiful Hardy Mums
          In Fabulous Fall Colors          In Fabulous Fall Colors
          BIG SELECTION!          BIG SELECTION!

4 inch, 8 inch and 12 inch Patio Pots
              Fall Mixed Patio Pots

October 19th & 20th
Twenty Prizes Plus Ten Charity MatchesTwenty Prizes Plus Ten Charity Matches

$3000 In Cash Prizes
Every Entry Receives A Gift

Two Entry Classes ~ Youth & Adult
Five Categories ~ Best Overall, Scariest, 
Most Original, Most Traditional, Funniest

Randall’s Best Ever Scarecrow Contest

FRESH SWEET CIDER
APPLE CIDER DONUTS

Pumpkin Muffins, 
Pumpkin Pies, Pumpkin Beer!

JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230 
Jim.Potter@Raveis.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

Waving with smiles, excited to be supporting the 
veterans.

Many, many bikes, lined up, and ready to go.

A beautiful day with perfect weather to celebrate the success of the fundraiser. The ride is over, and the bikes are a rest while the 
bikers enjoy a meal.

And they’re off!

Ride for charityRide for charity
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❚ OPINION 

The Sentinel is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393,

Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 
Letters to the edi-

tor should be 350 
words or  less  in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require 
l e t t e r  wr i t e r s  to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions 
deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, def-
amation of character 
and offensive lan-
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by 
the author need to 
cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  
24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069 or via 
email to sentinel@
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or 
more out from the election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and uncontested races 
are asked to submit their statements to the edi-
tor to include only biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a photo. We will not 
publish any statements of candidacy inside the 
four weeks from election threshold. To publish 
any other campaign publicity during the race, 
please contact our advertising representatives. 

We also do not allow personal attacks against 
other candidates or political parties in state-
ments of candidacy, nor do we publish for free 
any information about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 
words from supporters endorsing specific candi-
dates or discussing campaign issues are limited 
to three total per author during the election 
season. No election letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. We reserve the 
right to edit all statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

Veteran asks about 
special credits for 
military service

 
Dear Rusty:
I just learned that if I served in the military during 

an active-duty period, i could get extra earnings for 
Social Security and that these benefits would be auto-
matically added to my record, but I was never asked 
by the SS employee, who calculated my benefits if I 
was in the military. I took benefits at age 62 (2013) 
due to health reasons. Should I ask for a recalculation 
or is it too late? 

Signed: Proud Veteran  
 
Dear Proud Veteran: 
Thank you for your service to our country, for 

which you have every right to be proud. You likely 
heard about “Special Extra Credits for military ser-
vice,” which applies to those who served in the mili-
tary during certain periods earlier than the year 2001. 
This rule can add up to $1,200 per year to your Social 
Security earnings record for the years you served 
and, since your SS benefit is based on your lifetime 
earnings record, your military earnings may have 
been included when calculating your Social Security 
benefit. 

But the rules for getting that “extra earnings credit” 
are a bit complex, and how much extra earnings cred-
it you receive depends entirely on which years you 
served. Here’s a quick summary: 

SS taxes have been withheld from military pay 
since 1957, so your actual military earnings are 
already included as part of your lifetime SS earnings 
record. 

If you served between 1957 and 1977, an extra 
$300 for each quarter of active-duty service would 
be added to your military pay, up to $1,200 per year 
maximum. 

If you served between 1978 and 2001, an extra 
$100 would be added to your military pay for each 
$300 of active duty pay received, up to a maximum 
of $1,200 per year. FYI, no additional earnings are 
added to your military pay for service years after 
2001.  

 Those who served on active duty before 1967 
should inform SS when applying for benefits 
about their military service (e.g., provide a copy of 
DD-214). For those who served after 1967, the “spe-
cial extra credits” were automatically added to their 
military earnings record when they applied for SS 
benefits.  

It’s important to note that the “extra credits” are 
additional earnings added to your military pay record 
– not an additional benefit amount added to your 
Social Security payment because of your military 
service. If, however, your military pay was included 
in the 35 years used to compute your Social Security 
benefit when you claimed, then your military pay 
affected your SS payment amount.   

In any case, if you served in the military after 1967, 
the special extra earnings credits were automatically 
included in your military pay record and, thus, were 
automatically included when calculating your Social 
Security benefit when you applied. If your non-mili-
tary working career consisted of over 35 years during 
which you earned more than you did while serving, 
your years in the military wouldn’t be included when 
computing your Social Security benefit anyway (only 
your highest earning 35 years of earnings are includ-
ed when calculating your SS benefit).   

Although it’s never “too late” to request a recal-
culation, if you served after 1967 your military pay 
during your service years was automatically increased 
by SS to account for your military service. If you 
served before 1967, you could contact Social Security 
to ensure that the extra credits were included when 
calculating your SS benefit. FYI, here’s a copy of 
the Social Security rules on this topic: www.ssa.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10017.pdf.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Seeds among the weeds

If there is a consolation from having a 
garden gone wild, there was one today.  

You see, I went out for a walk 
to assess the garden and decided it was 
time to clean up my overgrown perennial 
beds. Lo and behold, there were seed pods 
galore, just waiting for taking!  

I gathered up a bunch of envelopes and 
got busy. There were some really inter-
esting native plants that had dry but intact 
seed heads, including Cardinal Flower 
(Lobelia cardinalis), Blue Cardinal’s 
Flower (Lobelia siphilitica), and Native 
Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis). 

I also had classic cottage garden spec-
imens, including beautiful but poisonous 
Wild Foxglove (Digitalis pupurea), Rusty 
Foxglove (Digitalis ferruginea) and then 
the oh so fragrant Clove Pink (Digitalis 
caryophyllus). A walk in the backyard 
yielded seed for the biennial Honesty, bet-
ter known as Money Plant (Lunaria annu-
al.) 

Saving the seeds of this species is way 
more fun that just tapping a “pepper shak-
er” like I did with the others. Lunaria refer-
ences the moon. Once you rub off the outer 
part of the seed head you are left with a 
silvery-white papery orb.  

Some call it Money Plant because the 
orbs resemble silver coins. As I clipped 
branches and began rubbing off the sides 
between my fingers, they fell to the 
ground, each containing two-four seeds.  

It was so much fun to gather all of these 
different seeds, and economical too, when 
you think about the cost of seed packs. You 
can extend seed saving beyond perennial or 
biennial flowers.  

In fact, I got my start way back in the 
1970s, learning the tricks of the trade from 
my mom, when we grew annual flowers 
together each summer.

Sure, I loved all the flowers that we 
exhibited in local fairs and cut for arrange-
ments throughout the house, but what I’m 
thinking about right now are the seeds 
saved from all of the flowers that had gone 

by. Every May we would take the shoe box 
out of the “cellar way” and open up plastic 
film vials that she re-purposed as seed stor-
age containers.  

Cleome, marigold, zinnia, bachelor but-
ton, calendula, balsam were stored there 
– the names of the flowers in our garden 
keep coming back to me! She would write 
these names on a little piece of paper and 
use scotch tape to mark each vial.  

How I wish I could go back there for a 
minute as we began our garden planning. 
Maybe next weekend I’ll venture out to my 
patch of flowering annuals and see if any 
seed heads have browned and dried, and 
save a few of these seeds too, just for old 
time’s sake.

Of course, you have to be certain that 
the plants you save the seeds from are 
open-pollinated and not F1 hybrids. Saving 
seeds of hybrids could give you something 
with the trait of each parent but not exactly 
what you originally grew.  

You may also get a cross from an open 
pollinated and another open pollinated 
of the same type of flower. For example, 
one year I grew two different, large flow-
ered zinnias side by side.  “Grandmother’s 
Garden’ and “Berry Basket” come to mind 
as the name of the varieties.  

They were beautiful and I saved the 
seeds from them. Well, let’s just say I call 
them “Large Flowered Zinnia” going for-
ward, because who knows what they are 
anymore. 

If you are interested in saving seeds of 
heirlooms for the purpose of continuing 
and preserving a specific variety, do your 
homework first and learn how you might 
isolate your plants from one another. I 
think it is a bit easier to manage growing 
flowers that result in seeds that are true to 
type by planting one named variety of each 
flower type each year.  

Most seeds are viable for a couple years, 
so technically you could swap them out by 
growing one set one year and another set of 
favorites a year later. I encourage you to try 
seed saving; it’s one positive outcome of an 
unmanicured garden, that’s for certain.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 32 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  O C T O BE R  3 ,  2024 PAGE 7

Black Rose Barbershop
40 E.Main St. #15, Ware
located inside D&D Fitness Factory

Open Now!
~ Master Barber and Owner Emily Ashman ~

Call or text to book now at 
413-636-0654
Follow me on Facebook at 
    Black Rose Barbershop

NOW 
OPEN 
Book 

Today!

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

GRANBY—The Board of 
Health spent its meeting discuss-
ing septic system designs and 
issues. Several complex septic 
system designs, including those 
at 9 North Street, 31 Cold Hill 
Drive, 362 East Street and 16 
East Street (ADU/garage), were 
approved by the board.

The board focused on address-
ing challenges with these systems, 
such as dealing with ledge, high 
water tables, limited lot sizes and 
well separation requirements.

A detailed discussion was held 
about repairing a store’s septic 
system. The board required the 
installation of two pumps and 
cleaning the leech field to bring 
the system up to code.

Wetland and Environmental 
Consultant Neil Jackson, present-
ed to the board on 9 North Street 
and 31 Cold Hill Drive. 

Board of Health Chair Richard 
Bombardier stipulated that the old 
well on the 31 Cold Hill Drive 
property must be abandoned and a 
new one installed. 

The system is proposed to pro-
vide 470 gallons per day.

“He kept, he protected every-
body else because this one is at 85 
feet, approximately 75 feet from 
the well to the new septic tank,” 
said Bombardier. “And the SAS 
is approximately 70 feet from the 
wetlands. So, this is a difficult 
property.”

He explained that the board’s 
permit requires the well to be 

installed first before the septic 
system. 

Jackson added the existing well 
is shallow, so it will be pulled out 
and left. 

Bombardier  said Jackson 
should run the proposal by the 
Conservation Commission.

The issues with 9 North Street 
included ledge.

“The old septic is sitting on 
ledge. Plumbing will all be raised, 
and that’s the only place on the 
site we could get enough materi-
al,” he said. “There aren’t a lot of 
options on this one.”

Board of Health member 
William Shaheen asked Jackson 
if there would be four feet of sep-
aration, which was a concern due 
to the ledge. 

Shaheen recommended that 
Jackson get a land surveyor to 
ensure a proposed retaining wall 
stays on the property.

Jackson also addressed the 
16 East Street property, which 
has an accessory dwelling unit 
(ADU). The proposed ADU is a 
675-square-foot dwelling with 
one bedroom and one kitchen, 
while the existing house has three 
bedrooms and one kitchen.

Bombardier said the design 
p r o p o s e s  “ a n  a d d i t i o n a l 
1,500-gallon two-compartment 
tank with an outlet filter. “ The 
existing well would be shared. 
The building is about 100 feet 
from the parent building and the 
well. 

Bombardier proposed the per-
mit would be subject to the build-
ing permit approval. 

Septic system repairs 
for multiple properties’ 
septic designs B E L C H E R T O W N — 

Belchertown Animal Control 
will hold a fundraising Pet 
Supply and Gifts Tag Sale 
on Saturday, Oct. 5 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the shel-
ter, 165 George Hannum St. 
There will be lots of pet 
Halloween outfits, leashes, 
collars, harnesses, beds, sweat-
ers, food, treats, carriers, lit-
ter boxes, toys, stairs, gates, 
ramps, etc. and many one of 
a kind items. Some items are 
new and some are gently used, 
but all will be priced to sell. 
Tag sale items are items donat-
ed by community members and 
friends, but not currently need-
ed at the shelter. All money 
raised from these items bene-
fits the ACO Gift Fund which 
helps shelter and community 
pets with extra needs such as 
surgery or prescriptions.

Fundraising 
tag sale

addressed at the previous meeting, in order 
to meet these concerns regarding noise 
level and title issues. 

The select board then went on to address 
the information given, and Dufresne 
addressed her concerns in the matter of the 
environmental effects of the project on the 
community.

Dufresne moved to ask the applicant to 
perform a specific traffic study, as well as a 
particulate matter study in order to look at 
the effects on the community of the change 
to the amount of work being done.

Dufresne, concerned with maintaining 
the requirements listed within the town 
special permit bylaws for these matters, 
requested that the applicant pursue these 
studies in order to fall into the eleven crite-
ria listed.

These studies would also require a peer 
review, and Dufresne asked the that the 
applicant have these studies then peer 
reviewed by a civil engineer.

However, there was still disagreement as 
members of the community came forward 
to address concerns about bodies of water- 
from well water, reservoirs, or habitats - 
and how this project will affect them. 

Another member of the community, an 
audiologist who came to the last public 
hearing regarding this project, expressed 
more concern about noise levels in the area. 

John McLaughlin, an attorney who rep-
resents many homeowners on and around 
Trompke Avenue, came forward to express 
more concern that the time slot for the 
project wasn’t as it was presented by 
Berthiaume.

Berthiaume had claimed that the proj-
ect’s size would be reduced to only 25%, 
but nothing changed as the same 292,280 
cubic yards of gravel would still be needed 
to be removed.

“What was going to happen in seven 
years and four months is now going to 
take twenty-nine years and one month,” 
McLaughlin said. “They’re just changing 
the amount [of gravel] they’re taking out 

per year.” 
The effect on the Granby residents in 

the area is different from what Berthiaume 
had said, and McLaughlin shared that it 
is important to note that it’s not two-three 
trucks, but multiple trucks taking six trips. 

With Trompke Road being a small resi-
dential street that cars have to pull over for 
school buses to stop at the many bust stops, 
McLaughlin shared the concerns of the 
residents being affected by these six trips, 
almost every day, for the next twenty-nine 
years.

McLaughlin also shared a statement 
from one of his clients, Sue Lambert, who 
owns about half of a graveled entrance to 
the private road. This easement was estab-
lished in 1931 and has since remained. 

This easement in 1931 made it so that 
the right of way would be for vehicles 
that belonged to the residents of Trompke 
Avenue only. 

Berthiaume shared that he spoke with 
Jim Trompke himself, and he believed the 
gravel had moved farther into Lambert’s 
property over the course of 40 years. 

Several residents of Batchellor Street and 
Trompke Avenue came forward to express 
their concerns and disagreements with hav-
ing this project be approved.

The concerns varied from environmental 
concerns like air and water pollution, as 
well as noise complaints as many residents 
are sensitive to loud sounds. 

They also expressed concern for the size 
of the roads these large trucks will be trav-
elling on, and the problems with the sharp 
and winding roads with pedestrians, bikes, 
children, and walking dogs, and other cars 
driving as well.

“Looking at what we need… I want to be 
clear on what the select board is asking,” 
Dufresne said as she thanked those who 
came to speak for sharing their thoughts. 

“We are asking for a particulate matter in 
the air mitigation study… the title search… 
a traffic analysis to be done, and we are 
asking for a civil engineer to come in and 
look at the project.” 

The applicant requested for a 60-day 

continuance in order to get these additional 
studies and reviews in place for the board.

“Our maximum sound level is 65 deci-
bels, and some of their numbers are talking 
about 75 decibels,” audiologist Diane 
Deshaies said.

The selectboard will also take a chance 
to review the audiology report and have it 
peer-reviewed in order to determine if it is 
a good representation of the sound. 

The board moved to continue the public 
meeting to the next select board meeting 
on Oct. 7 in order to set a date for the next 
public hearing with the requested studies 
and reviews.

BOARD from page 1

Community 
vaccine clinic

G R A N B Y — T h e  v a c -
cine clinic will be for flu 
and COVID vaccines for any 
interested individuals ages 
6 months and older at East 
Meadow School gym, 393 E 
State St., on Saturday, Oct. 
5 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Individuals should bring their 
insurance card, but no one will 
be turned away due to lack of 
insurance. Preregistration is 
highly encouraged and recom-
mended. If individuals need 
help registering, please call 
413-587-4903 or email nurs-
es@northhampton.gov. 

Craft fair, Nov. 2
GRANBY— Please join in at 

Immaculate Heart of Mary on 
Sunday, Nov. 2,  from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. for the annual Craft Fair/
Holiday Bazaar. Many vendors, 
basket raffles, lottery raffles, 
food and more.

BELCHERTOWN— The 
Belchertown High School 
Class of 2014 will hold their 
10 Year reunion from noon to 5 
p.m. on Oct. 19 at the Vanished 
Valley Brewery, 782 Center St., 

Ludlow. Please register at www.
bit.ly/Belchertown2014 by Oct. 
1. Attendance is free and the 
first 25 to register will receive a 
free drink token.

P A L M E R — P a l m e r 
Ambulance versus the Police 
D e p a r t m e n t  ve r s u s  F i r e 
Department Blood Drive, on 
Oct. 9 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
At Baystate Wing Hospital, 
Conference  Room B,  40 

Wright St., Palmer. Receive 
a $10 gif t  card:  Dunkin’ 
Donuts, Starbucks Coffee, Big 
Y, Amazon, Panera Bread, 
Chipotle Mexican Grill. Please 
call to schedule your appoint-
ment, (413)-794-4600.

BHS class reunion, Oct. 19

Blood drive in Palmer Oct. 9
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler” 
in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Dazzler Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will 

be published November 20, 2024. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
October 14.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of Sept. 18 through Sept. 24. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and expla-
nation to some of the calls police respond 
to every day. Of the calls police responded 
to, there were 20 incidents, nine accidents, 
seven arrest/summons and 18 citations.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Wednesday, Sept. 18

12:43 p.m. – Edward Eaton, 65, of 133 
Jabish Street Apt. C1, Belchertown, was 
arrested on charges of being a fugitive from 
justice on a court warrant. He was wanted 
by the state of Connecticut.

Saturday, Sept. 21
12:17 a.m. – Mason Salvador, 22, of 110 

Wheeler Ave, Springfield, was arrested on 
charges of operating under the influence. 
An officer responded to an accident around 
West Street. A single vehicle struck a tree. 
The operator was identified, a field sobri-
ety test was administered, and the person 
was charged accordingly. The vehicle was 
towed from the scene. 

11:03 p.m. – A summons for a 21-year-
old Palmer male for charges of negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle and marked 
lanes violation. To a West Street address 
for a report of a man knocking on a door 
requesting assistance. The person’s vehicle 
struck a pole and ended up in a pond. They 
were transported to the hospital, and the 
vehicle was towed.

INCIDENTS/ACCIDENTS
Wednesday, Sept. 18

5:30 p.m. – An officer received a license 
plate that was recovered around Bardwell 
Street. It was entered into property. 

Thursday, Sept. 19
6:29 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

incident. A person struck a deer and due to 
the deer’s condition, the officer euthanized 
the animal. No tow was needed and no 
injuries were reported. 

10:37 a.m. – An officer responded to the 
lobby to speak to a party about an incident 
of harassment. The matter was document-
ed.

12:45 p.m. – An officer went to the 
lobby for a report of an incident of harass-
ment. 

4:01 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
two-car accident in which a vehicle backed 
into a second vehicle in a business parking 
lot. There were no tows and no injuries.

4:26 p.m. – An officer spoke with a 
party getting medical attention for another 
person via the court system. The officer 
referred the person to the court system.

5:17 p.m. – An officer responded to the 
area of Railroad Street for a report of a 
stolen motor vehicle. The Granby Police 
Department advised that they located the 
vehicle in their town. The matter is under 
investigation.

5:41 p.m. – A vehicle struck a stone wall 
in the area of Gulf Road. No tows were 
needed, and no injuries were reported. 

5:52 p.m. – Officers responded to assist 
Belchertown paramedics.

7:50 p.m. – Officers responded to a 
Howard Street address for a possible break-
ing and entering incident. The resident 
is up for auction and there was signs of 
breaking and entering. Nothing was report-
ed missing. There are no suspects at this 
time. 

7:56 p.m. – An officer responded to 
assist Belchertown fire and paramedics 
with an intoxicated male party. 

Friday, Sept. 20
3:42 p.m. – An officer responded to a 

two-car accident. There was one vehicle 
towed, and no injuries were reported. A 
vehicle rear-ended another vehicle in an 
area of North Main Street. 

5:55 p.m. – An officer responded to 

Sports Haven mobile home park for an 
incident between neighbors about an 
unleashed dog.

Saturday, Sept. 21
5:04 a.m. – Officers responded to a 

Depot Street business address for a glass 
break alarm. They were able to confirm 
that a break-in occurred and informed 
the owner of the business. There are no 
suspects at this time. The matter is under 
investigation to review security camera 
footage.

Sunday, Sept. 22
8:45 a.m. – An officer spoke with a res-

ident about stolen mail. In the early morn-
ing, someone went through several mail-
boxes. The matter was documented.

12:54 p.m. – An officer took a report of 
mail being stolen from a North Main Street 
address. The matter is under investigation.

Monday, Sept. 23
9:01 a.m. – A vehicle struck a deer the 

deer fled the scene. no injuries were report-
ed, and no tow was needed

12:50 p.m. – An officer responded to 
assist Belchertown fire and paramedics for 
a welling check.

Tuesday, Sept. 24
4:26 a.m. – An officer responded to 

a Stebbins Street address for a report of 
threats at that location. A person reported 
that their friend, the homeowner, was tell-
ing them and setting the home alarm from 
an off-site location. The homeowner want-
ed the friend trespassed from the property. 
The matter is under investigation.

3:18 p.m. – An officer responded to the 
lobby to take a report of identity theft. The 
person got an application that denied credit 
cards. Someone opened an online bank 
account with their information. A police 
report was made.

3:24 p.m. – An officer responded to 
Turkey Hill Road and State Street for an 
accident. A vehicle was rear-ended by 
another vehicle. No injuries were reported, 
and no tow was needed. 

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 122 calls from 
Sept. 20 through Sept. 26. Those arrest-
ed are presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law. The Granby Police 
Department provides all the information.

Friday, Sept. 20
8:27 p.m. – A motorist reported a minor 

accident in the parking lot. There were no 
injuries. 

Sunday, Sept. 22
6:23 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 70MPH in 
40MPH zone. The vehicle was stopped, 
and the operator was issued a civil citation 
for speeding. 

12:33 p.m. – A motorist reported a minor 
two-car accident in the parking lot. There 
were no injuries. 

Monday, Sept. 23
9:42 a.m. – Several callers reported that 

a truck that on fire on West Street. Granby 
Police and Fire responded. The fire was 
extinguished. There were no injuries. 

7 p.m. – A resident came to the station to 
report that someone had taken their basket-
ball from the area where they had parked 
their vehicle in the parking lot. The School 
Resource Officer determined who had 
taken the basketball and returned it to the 
rightful owner. 

Tuesday Sept. 24
6:15 p.m. – Michael Janusz, 45, of 

Chicopee, was arrested for five active 
default warrants. 

Wednesday, Sept. 25
10:09 a.m. – A resident reported a suspi-

cious email demanding money. They were 
advised it was a scam and to delete the 
email. 

Thursday, Sept. 26
4:50 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-

car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries.

BELCHERTOWN – October 1st marked 
a special milestone as Clay Mates in 
Belchertown celebrated its 30th anniver-
sary. To commemorate this occasion, we 
invite you to join us for a festive anni-
versary party on Oct. 6 at the Clay Mates 
Studio, located at 145 State Street, from 
12-4 p.m. Enjoy face painting, glitter tat-
toos, and fun interactions with animals for 
the kids. We’re excited to have Fran Ferry 
performing magic and DJ Jeremy spinning 
some great tunes. Plus, there will be a spe-
cial wall for everyone to leave their mes-
sages for Clay Mates, along with raffles 
and prizes!

Since opening its doors on Oct. 1, 1994, 
Clay Mates has been a beloved local des-
tination for pottery and ceramic painting. 
Clay Mates caters to school field trips, 
scouts, senior groups, and birthday parties, 
and also welcome daily walk-ins. Clay 
Mates studio is wheelchair accessible, and 
there’s plenty of free parking available for 
your convenience.

You can find Clay Mates conveniently 
located at the corner of Route 21/202 at 

145 State Street, Belchertown.
Clay Mates can’t wait to celebrate 

with you and create wonderful memories 
together.

Claymates celebrates 30 years

SOUTH HADLEY— The South Hadley 
Chorale will begin rehearsals for its 40th 
season on Wednesday, Oct. 9. The program 
will feature Randall Thompson’s Frostiana, 
Giovanni Battista Pergolesi’s Magnificat, 
and Johann Sebastian Bach’s Jesu, Joy 
of Man’s Desiring. Rehearsals will be 
held on Wednesday evenings from 7 to 9 
p.m. at All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 7 
Woodbridge St. They will continue through 
Nov. 20 and will resume on Jan. 8, 2025 
until the concert on March 16, 2025.

The Chorale is pleased to welcome back 
Anita Anderson Cooper as conductor and 
music director. Ms. Anderson Cooper is 

a member of the faculty of the Paul Baird 
Middle School in Ludlow and directs the 
Smith College Handbell Choir. She is also 
a composer and a frequent soloist and 
guest conductor both locally and through-
out the East Coast.

The South Hadley Chorale is made up 
of approximately 60 singers from 17 com-
munities. All interested singers are invited 
to attend. There are no auditions. Most 
singers, however, have had some choral 
experience. For more information, please 
visit www.southhadleychorale.org or call 
413-533-3833.

SH chorale to begin rehersals
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11th Annual 2024 Golf Tournament
Monday, October 7th - Ludlow Country Club

1 Tony Lema Drive, Ludlow, MA

Be a player ~ Be a sponsor
11:00 am shotgun start - includes lunch & dinner

$150/each - $600/team
imartins@mdiasfoundation.org

mjd@mdiasfoundation.org
www.mdiasfoundation.org

Deadline: 9/23/24

Michael J. Dias
Foundation

Event Sponsor

Media Sponsor

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTSCHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS
National Assisted L iving WeekNational Assisted L iving Week

 at

Christopher Heights kicked 
off National Assisted Living 
week with a Classic Car Show. 

Three residents were the 
judges, Bob Wordsworth, Ellie 
Baker, and Joe Bienkowski.

“Best Paint” to Leo Martin

“Best in Show” to Jim Fontaine“Fan Favorite” to Skip Taylor

All the staff received a certificate and flowers for Staff 
Appreciation Day.

Residents enjoyed a little fun with the water pistols. Patriot Day the staff wore Red, White and Blue.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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BELCHERTOWN
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

211 State Street, Belchertown, MA
(413) 324-1138

Proudly serving Belchertown and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Friday

DOGS     CATS     REPTILES     EXOTICS
AND NOW BIRDS!

★ ★

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-INlb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ..........

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 10/9/24-10/15/24

$129

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ..................$267 USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
31/40 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

$254
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HAM SALAD ...............................$399

lb

lb
$259

SLICED IN OUR DELI

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................
USDA INSP. 

GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ERLENBACHER BAKERY

APPLE TART 10” ........................... $999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$888
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ........... 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST OR STEAKS ......................

$499

$244
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ....................... BEEF 

STRIPLOINS

$888
lb

BEEF CHUCK
SHORT RIBS

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$379

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

lb

$335
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

$699
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT 
FREE

TAILGATE TIME!
$299

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST .................

Knights of Columbus 
Grinder Sale

BELCHERTOWN – Belchertown’s St. Francis of Assisi 
Knights of Columbus council will host a sausage grinder 
sale from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct 12 in front of 
the parish Social Center on Park St. Proceeds will benefit 
the St. Francis of Assisi parish center building fund. The 
menu will include a sausage & peppers grinder, a bag of 
potato chips and a soda for $10.

 

Aleysha Rosa (left) and Natalie Leta (right) with their “blind date with 
a book” packages, hoping to one day open a bookstore café called The 
Bluebell.

Alexandra Mason and her 
small business, Soaps, Scents, 
and Blessings, featuring many 
homemade body care items.

Anita Waite with her beautiful silver jewelry, perfect to wear to a 
Ren Faire

Donald Thackeray with beautiful cutting boards he 
made, finished with mineral oil and beeswax. 

Jay Dwinell at their first craft fair, selling beautiful 
handmade earrings.

Author Dawn Gray (center) and her kids Ryan and Brittany Gray 
showing her book series. 

Natasha 
Mercado 
(left) and 
Tim Piper 
(right) with 
her small 
business, 
Natasha’s 
Creations. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Emelie Lyszchyn (left) owner of American Specialty Designs in 
Granby, and Sabrina Gendreau (right) owner of SLG Photography. 

The Granby Preservation 
Society, being a nonprofit organi-
zation, has been working to raise 
funds in order to keep this won-
derous piece of history standing. 

“Being able to hold these craft 
fairs has been amazing because 
we get a lot of vendors from all 
over the state, and many return 
year after year,” DeLong said. 

The society hosts two craft 
fairs every year, one on Mother’s 
Day weekend, and the other in 
the fall, and all money raised 
goes towards the efforts of pre-
serving the history of the town. 

The  day  f ea tu red  ove r 
two-dozen vendors, bringing 
with them anything from ador-

able crochet-buddies, earrings, a 
novel series, and a small business 
located right down the street. 

The Preservation Society will 
also host its annual events at 
the end of November, Trees and 
Baskets and a Holly Tea in mem-
ory of beloved sponsor Jeanne 
Merrill. 

“I want to ensure that this his-
tory of our town sticks around so 
that these kids here now can have 
their kids, and their grandkid’s 
kids know the history of their 
town,” DeLong said.

The history of Granby is worth 
protecting, and Kellogg Hall 
has more years to stand tall at 
the center of town, a beautiful 
reminder of the history and grit 
of this town.

FAIR from page 1
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BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—Junior for-
ward Kelly Cronin entered 
the 2024 regular season having 
scored five goals since becom-
ing a member of the Minnechaug 
girls’ varsity soccer team as a 
freshman.

Cronin scored her first goal of 
this season during a 2-0 home 
win over West Springfield on 
September 17. Cronin recorded 
her first career hat-trick seven 
days later, as the Lady Falcons 
posted a 3-0 victory in anoth-
er home match versus Coombs 
Division rival Belchertown.

“It just feels amazing,” said 
Cronin following the Belchertown 
match. “I couldn’t have done it 
without the help of my team-
mates.”

The Lady Falcons, who had a 
3-2-1 overall record following 
their first meeting with the Lady 
Orioles, didn’t score any goals 
in their first three matches of the 
regular season. They then posted 
three consecutive shutouts. 

“We did have a little bit of 
rough start to our season, but 
we’re playing a lot better now,” 

Cronin added. “We have several 
new varsity players, and it took us 
a couple of games to jell.”  

While the shutout win moved 
the Lady Falcons above the .500 
mark, the Lady Orioles saw their 
overall record drop to 2-2-4. 

“We just came out flat in the 

first half and they took advan-
tage of it,” said Belchertown head 
coach Kyle Thibeault. “We didn’t 
play our best game of the season 
today, but we did keep battling 
back.”  

Barlow goal hurts Barlow goal hurts 
OriolesOrioles

PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Joseph Borelli looks to clear the ball.

Jack Mandeville makes the save. Jacob Gladu sends the ball across the field. Austin Raymer looks to settle the ball.

BELCHERTOWN – Bryce Barlow 
scored the lone goal for the Falcons 
last Monday night in a key match-
up between the Belchertown and 
Minnechaug boys soccer teams. The 
goal would give the Falcons a 1-0 win 
and a 5-2-1 record while Belchertown 
fell to 2-4-2 on the season.

Orioles shut out by Minnechaug

G R A N B Y  – 
The Granby High 
School boys soccer 
team has now won 
four straight games 
after a rough start 
to the regular sea-
son. In the past two 
weeks, the Rams 
h a v e  d e f e a t e d 
Hopkins Academy, 
Southwick, Sci-
Tech ,  and  l a s t 
Thursday, a 3-0 
shutout at home of 
Greenfield to cap 
its current winning 
streak. The Rams 
are now 5-2-1 and 
next face Gateway 
on the road Oct. 4 
at 4:30 p.m.

Rams get fifth win of the season

PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Goalie Jaxton Roy sends a free kick 
away.

Stephen Szlosek takes a shot 
on goal during recent action at 
Southwick.

Gavin Moreno tries to pass his way out of pressure.

Riley Goodhind makes his way up the middle of the field.

Alexa Karabetsos makes her way up 
the field.

Jill DeBarge goes out to collect the 
ball.

PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Mia Corish tries to keep the ball inbounds while also dealing with pressure.

Maya Tellier settles the ball before 
heading up the field.

Please see ORIOLES, page 13
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Costa has big game for Pioneers

CHICOPEE – Last 
Tuesday  a f t e rnoon , 
Pathfinder boys soc-
cer visited Hampden 
Charter in Chicopee and 
scored a 5-3 win. Evan 
Costa had a huge match 
with four goals for the 
Pioneers, while Kareem 
Awkal, who resides in 
Agawam, scored twice 
for the Wolves. The 
Pioneers improved to 6-2 
while Hampden Charter 
suffered its first defeat of 
the season and is 6-1-1.

Joseph Piche looks to send a pass away. Brody Wetnicka dribbles up the field.

Justin Davis winds up for a long kick. Owen Pear tries to steal the ball.

PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
Cayden Bousquet navigates through traffic with the ball.

Evan Costa watches the ball as he 
moves up the field.

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
Springfield Thunderbirds opened 
their 2024-25 training camp on 
Monday morning ahead of their 
trio of exhibition games on 
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday.

The initial training camp roster 
can be seen below. Please note 
this list will change as the St. 
Louis Blues reduce their roster 
ahead of NHL opening night on 

Oct. 8.
Springfield Thunderbirds Initial 

Training Camp Roster (as of Sept. 
30)

Fo r w a r d s :  # 1 5  D a l i b o r 
Dvorsky, #20 Oliver Chau, #22 
Dylan Peterson, #24 Tanner 
Dickinson, #28 Colin Theisen, 
#34 Sam Bitten, #37 Reece 
Newkirk, #38 Tarun Fizer, #41 
Aleksanteri Kaskimaki, #43 Greg 

Meireles, #46 Anthony Callin, 
#63 Matthew Peca, #77 Drew 
Callin, #81 Marcus Sylvegard

Defensemen: #7 Leo Loof, 
#9 Michael Buchinger, #13 
Je remie  Biakabutuka ,  #25 
G i a n n i  F a i r b r o t h e r ,  # 3 3 
Anton Malmstrom, #44 Scott 
Harrington, #49 Sean Allen

Goaltenders: #31 Colten Ellis, 
#35 Cam Johnson, #40 Will 

Cranley
The Thunderbi rds 

begin their exhibition 
slate on Wednesday, 
Oct. 2 when they host the 
Hartford Wolf Pack at 7:05 p.m. 
at the MassMutual Center. They 
will also play a preseason tuneup 
on Friday at 7:05 p.m. on home 
ice against the Providence Bruins 
before traveling to Rhode Island 

for a rematch 
o n  S a t u r d a y 
at 7:05 p.m. at 
Amica Mutual 

Pavilion.
The regular season opens on 

Saturday, Oct. 12 against the 
Laval Rocket at 7:05 p.m. for 
Opening Night presented by 
MGM Springfield.

Thunderbirds open up training camp

WINCHESTER,  N.H.  – 
Empire State Modified star 
Patrick Emerling had a huge 
day Saturday at Monadnock 
Speedway, topping the 200-lap 
second annual Winchester Fair 
main event and, with that win, 
securing the 2024 Granite State 
Short Track Cup championship 
while also moving just shy of 
the top of the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour points parade.

The quarter-mile oval’s last 
event of the 2024 season ended 
with a large fireworks display 
lighting up the crisp autumn air 
with all the oomph and pizzazz 
that JDV Productions shows 
have been known for this sum-
mer, but not before Emerling 
had basked in the glory of victo-
ry lane, as had Chris Riendeau, 
twice, Randy Cabral, and Rob 
Richardi Jr...

No fewer than seven drivers 
turned in blistering sub-12 sec-
ond laps in pre-event qualifying 
for the USNE Power presents 
the second annual Winchester 
Fair main event. Youthful rock-
etman Austin Beers was quick-
est, setting fast time at 11.723 
seconds around the high-banked 
quarter-mile.

A top-four redraw would 
switch Beers and Craig Lutz 
spots on row one, with Lutz tak-
ing over the inside groove pole. 
From there, he was all over the 
lap-one lead, setting a fast pace 
that would keep him at the head 
of the 21-car pack for 76 laps.

Matt Hirschman, Big Money 
Matt, firing from row three, 
took second from Beers on lap 
18, then grabbed Lutz in a high-

speed bear hug before low-lin-
ing to the point on the 77th cir-
cuit. He held the lead until lap 
191 when Emerling sped by.

B u t  w h i l e  L u t z ,  t h e n 
Hirschman, was putting on a 
show up front, much of the huge 
crowd’s eyes were on superstar 
Ron Silk. Involved in a lap-
three tangle that dropped him to 
19th on the grid, the Norwalk, 
Connecticut star was gobbling 
up positions like there was no 
tomorrow. But, somehow, he 
and five-time Monadnock win-
ner Justin Bonsignore couldn’t 
get along.

When the potent pair tan-
gled out of turn four to draw 
the event’s third and final cau-
tion on lap 183, changes aplenty 
took place. Along with both Silk 
and Bonsignore now refiring 
deeper in the field, Big Money 
Matt now seemed almost mor-
tal.

Restarting lap 191 in second, 
Emerling quickly had the lead 
and never looked back. Anthony 
Nocella got up for second with 
six to go, and Hirschman held 
on for third. Lutz and Woody 
Pitkat, from way back in row 
nine, rounded out the top five, 
with former Monadnock regu-
lar Matt Kimball coming home 
sixth.

Emerling’s Sunday victory, 
coupled with earlier strong runs 
in both the Granite State Derby 
and Duel At The Dog events, 
earned him the $3,000 winner’s 
bonus atop the Whelen Granite 
State Short Track Cup series 
conceived for the series by JDV 
Productions.

Emerling takes modifieds 
event at Monadnock

WESTFIELD –  Westfield 
State got a pair of touchdowns 
each from Dylan Disabella and 
Curtis Dion, and the Owls held 
on late to beat Worcester State, 
35-27 and spoil the Lancers’ 
homecoming at Coughlin Field 
on Saturday.

Wes t f i e l d  improves  t o 
2-2 overall and 2-1 in the 
Massachusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference, while 
Worcester is also 2-2 and 2-1 in 
the league.

Westfield ground out the win 
with the rushing game, carry-
ing the ball 61 times in their 
76 plays.   The Owls held the 
ball for 44 minutes, limiting the 
Lancers’ opportunities.

Sean Willis led the Owls with 
131 yards rushing on 32 car-
ries, with Dion adding 49 yards 
and two td’s on 10 carries, Gabe 
Fernandez carried five times for 
39 yards, and Disabella scored a 
pair of TD and gained 36 yards 

on just five carries.
After trailing 7-0 less than 

two minutes into the game, 
Westfield built a 28-14 lead 
by the half on runs of 8 and 18 
yards from Disabella, and 3 and 
2 yards from Dion.

Worcester pulled within  a 
point at 28-27 late in third quar-
ter, but missed the extra point to 
give the Owls the advantage.

Westfield nearly ran out the 
clock with a 14-play, 61-yard 
drive that was capped by a 
1-yard TD plunge from Willis 
to go ahead 35-27 after Cooper 
Harvey’s point-after kick with 
1:47 left in regulation time.

Worcester  wasn’t  done, 
marching the ball all the way to 
the Westfield 12-yard line, but a 
chop block on an apparent scor-
ing play backed the Lancers up 
to the 25, and Westfield’s Corey 

Owls football defeats 
Worcester State

Please see OWLS, page 13
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call Maureen at 
413-283-8393 to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

$1659
/5 qt.

SAVE
UP TO

45%

NAPA Premium 
Performance 
Convential Motor Oil

$329
/1 qt.

T h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e 
Belchertown girls’ varsity soc-
cer team celebrated a win against 
Minnechaug was a 2-0 home 
shutout on September 20, 2013. 
The Lady Falcons have now post-
ed four shutouts in a row against 
the Lady Orioles.   

At the beginning of the open-
ing half, a shot attempt by 
Belchertown senior forward 
Fallon Clancy, who’s a tri-cap-
tain, sailed wide right. The Lady 
Orioles other two senior captains 
are Maya Tellier, who’s a starting 
defender, and Mia Corish, who’s a 
starting forward.  

Cronin didn’t miss her team’s 
first shot on goal about three min-
utes later. 

After receiving a pass from 
sophomore midfielder Katelyn 
Hoar, Cronin fired a breakaway 
shot into the back of the net past 
Belchertown senior goalie Jill 
DeBarge (11 saves).

Then Minnechaug senior 
Mackenzie DaFonseca stole a 
pass before sending the ball to 
Cronin on the right side. Cronin 

blasted a line-drive shot into the 
left corner of the net giving her 
team a 2-0 lead ten minutes into 
the opening half. 

Following her second goal, 
Cronin came out of the game.

“It was the first time that I 
came out of the game after scor-
ing a goal this season,” she said. 
“It did give me an opportunity to 
see what was happening on the 
field.”

The Lady Falcons didn’t score 
anymore goals during the final 30 
minutes of the first half.

During the 24th minute, a 
header by Belchertown junior 
forward McKenzie LePage was 
saved by Minnechaug senior 
goalie Makenzi Pastreck. It was 
the only save of the match by 
Pastreck, who has commitment 
to play college soccer at Southern 
Connecticut University next year 

Pastreck received plenty of 
support from her defensive 
unit, which is led by sophomore 
Ainsley Holden, junior Zoriah 
Way, junior Zoe Pinnock, and 
senior Nora Kennedy.

Pastreck and Kennedy are also 
two of the Lady Falcons senior 
captains, along with DaFonseca 

and Taylor Labadorf, who’s a 
midfielder. 

A minute later, a free kick 
taken by Belchertown junior mid-
fielder Alexa Karabetsos just went 
over the crossbar.

The Lady Orioles had several 
more scoring chances during the 
final 15 minutes of the first half, 
but the Lady Falcons held a 2-0 
halftime lead.

Just like in the opening half, 
Belchertown had a few scoring 
chances during the second half, 
but they couldn’t get any of their 
shots to go into the net. 

With 53.2 seconds remaining 
in regulation, Cronin completed 
her hat-trick with a low shot that 
bounced into the left corner.  

The Lady Falcons also lost 
at home to league rival East 
Longmeadow, 1-0 and played a 
scoreless draw against Westwood 
High School in a non-league 
home match.  

The Lady Orioles defeated 
Ludlow, 2-0, in the first ever girls’ 
soccer game played on Ludlow 
High School’s new turf field. The 
duo of Karabetsos and Clancy 
scored the Lady Orioles two 
goals.  

ORIOLES from page 11

PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Avery Cooper looks ready to take a shot.

Henderson picked off a pass at 
the 1-yard line as time expired.

Westfield registered 30 first 
downs to the Lancers 11, and 
outgained Worcester State 415-
197.   Turnovers plagued the 
Owls, with two lost fumbles and 
two interceptions on the day.   
Westfield’s defense held the 

lancers to negative-12 yards on 
15 attempts.

Westfield will be on the 
road next weekend, travel-
ling to Castleton, Vermont to 
play Vermont State-Castleton, 
which will be the first-ever 
meeting between the Owls and 
the Spartans.  VSU joined the 
MASCAC for the 2024 season.

OWLS from page 12

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
I n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  A t h l e t i c 
Association is looking to col-
lectively recognize the efforts 
of our Game Officials. The fall 
National Officials Appreciation 
Week will be held Oct. 6 to 12. 
Once again, MIAA staff mem-
bers will travel around the state 

to personally thank officials 
and support their efforts on the 
local level. We hope that you 
will consider recognizing them 
in some manner. The Winter 
Officials Appreciation Week 
will be Jan. 13-18, 2025 and the 
Spring Officials Appreciation 
Week will be April 6-12, 2025.

MIAA looks to honor officials

❚ SPORTS 
WA S H I N G T O N —  S e n . 

Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.), 
chair of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions 
Subcommit tee  on  Pr imary 
Health and Retirement Security 
and founder and co-chair of the 
Congressional Task Force on 
Alzheimer’s, applauded passage 
by the House of Representatives 
of the National Alzheimer’s 
Project Act and the Alzheimer’s 
Accountability and Investment 
Act, legislation that would cement 
and build on the important prog-
ress that has been made to prevent 
and effectively treat Alzheimer’s 
disease. The National Alzheimer’s 
Project Act Reauthorization and 
the Alzheimer’s Accountability 
and Investment Act now head to 
President Joe Biden’s desk to be 
signed into law.

“Since my mother was diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s in 1985, 
I have fought to ensure the fed-
eral government has the funding, 
resources, and coordination nec-
essary to find a cure for this dis-

ease,” said Markey. “The National 
Alzheimer’s Plan Act and the 
Alzheimer’s Accountability Act 
have transformed our understand-
ing of the disease and its risk 
factors for more than a decade. 
But our work is not yet done. 
Today’s extension of these bills 
until 2035 is a commitment from 
Congress that we will not stop 
fighting until Alzheimer’s is a dis-
ease only found in history books. 
I thank Senator Collins and my 
colleagues for their support in 
delivering hope to millions of 
families just like mine across the 
country as these two bills head to 
the President’s desk.”

The NAPA Reauthorization 
Act would reauthorize NAPA 
through 2035 and modernize the 
legislation to reflect strides that 
have been made to understand 
the disease, such as including a 
new focus on promoting healthy 
aging and reducing risk factors. 
The bill also includes updated 
language to reduce health dispar-
ities for under-served communi-

ties, including black, brown and 
disabled communities, who are at 
increased risk for Alzheimer’s as 
they age.

The NAPA Reauthorization 
A c t  i s  e n d o r s e d  b y  t h e 
A l z h e i m e r ’s  A s s o c i a t i o n , 
UsAgainstAlzheimer’s, National 
D ow n  S y n d r o m e  S o c i e t y, 
Na t iona l  Down Syndrome 
Congress, and LuMind IDSC 
Foundation.

The Alzheimer’s Accountability 
and Investment Act would con-
tinue through 2035 a requirement 
that the Director of the National 
Institutes of Health submit an 
annual budget to Congress esti-
mating the funding necessary to 
fully implement NAPA’s research 
goals. Only two other areas of 
biomedical research, cancer and 
HIV/AIDS, have been the subject 
of special budget development 
aimed at speeding discovery. 

The Alzheimer’s Accountability 
and Investment Act is endorsed by 
the Alzheimer’s Association and 
UsAgainstAlzheimer’s.

Major Alzheimer’s legislation passes through House
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707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Separate with an 

instrument
  5. State clearly
 11. One-time MLB 

speedster Gordon
 14. Broad in scope
 15. Lacking social polish
 16. Amount of time
 17. Frame
 19. Automobile
 20. Caps
 21. High school dances
 22. Utilize
 23. Checked
 25. One-sided
 27. Having an extreme 

greed for wealth
 31. Potted plants
 34. We all have one
 35. Lake north of the 

Kalahari
 38. Unidentified flying 

object
 39. Aging persons
 41. Small amount 

 42. Mother of Perseus
 44. Ornamental waist 

box
 45. Officials
 46. Uncertain
 49. A cotton fabric with a 

satiny finish
 51. Extensive, treeless 

plains
 55. Your consciousness 

of your own identity
 56. Consumer advocate 

Ralph
 60. Notable Spanish 

sports club
 61. Body part
 62. One’s 

responsiveness
 64. Woman (French)
 65. Ready and willing to 

be taught
 66. Muslim ruler title
 67. Unhappy
 68. Gradually 

disappeared
 69. Able to think clearly

CLUES DOWN
  1. Brushed
  2. Water sprite
  3. Ones to look up to
  4. Monetary units
  5. We all have one
  6. Marine invertebrate
  7. One who institutes a 

legal proceeding
  8. Outer
  9. Parallelograms
 10. Uncomfortable 

feelings
 11. Cross to form an X
 12. Remove
 13. Some pages are 

dog-__
 18. Capital of Ukraine
 24. A citizen of Denmark
 26. Eighth month (abbr.)
 28. Hindu queens
 29. Acids structurally 

related to amino 
acids

 30. Rider of Rohan in 
Tolkien

 31. Wet dirt
 32. Russian city
 33. Observed
 36. Irate
 37. Travelers need them
 39. Musical composition
 40. Auction
 43. Form of “to be”
 45. Women
 47. Inspire with love
 48. Think Japanese ankle 

sock
 49. Appears
 50. Old World lizard
 52. The lead dancer: __ 

ballerina
 53. Protein involved in 

motion
 54. Rosalind Franklin 

biographer
 57. Popular 1920s style 

art __
 58. __ Blyton, children’s 

author
 59. Abnormal breathing
 63. A place to rest

❚ OBITUARIES 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

It is with deep sorrow that we 
announce the passing of Johnathon 
“Johnny” Michael Holmes, who left 
us unexpectedly due to a motorcycle 
accident on Sept. 28, 2024, in Thorndike, Mass. Born on 
Oct. 23, 2002, in Northampton, Johnny’s life, though brief, 
was marked by his vibrant personality, resilient spirit, and 
unwavering commitment to his loved ones.

Johnny was the beloved son of Robert Holmes of 
Greenfield and JoAnn (Twomley) Holmes of Bondsville. 
He was a loving brother to Victoria Alley and her signifi-
cant other, Alex Zabnicki of Ware, and Zachary Holmes of 
Templeton. He was a caring uncle to his nephew Damien 
Alley of Ware. Johnny shared a special bond with family 
friend Jessica Wiseman and had a deep affection for ani-
mals, especially his cherished cat, Cowboy.

Johnny received his early education in Belchertown 
before attending the Pioneer Valley Performing Arts 
School for 7th to 9th grade. He graduated from Pathfinder 
Regional High School, where he studied auto body colli-
sion repair. During his high school years, Johnny was also 
a dedicated member of the wrestling team.

A true “Gear Head” at heart, Johnny’s passion for any-
thing with a motor was evident. He loved go-karts, dirt 
bikes, motorcycles, Ford and Dodge pickup trucks, and 
Mustang cars. His love for country music was paired with 
his self-taught guitar skills. Known for his dry sense of 
humor, mischievous nature, and readiness to lend a hand, 
Johnny embodied the spirit of a true joker and wiseass.

For the past two years, Johnny worked diligently in the 
maintenance department at Gavitt Wire & Cable Company 
in West Brookfield. His commitment to his work was 
appreciated by his colleagues.

Calling hours will be held on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, 
from 4-6:30 p.m., followed by a service at 6:30 p.m. at 
Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral Home. In lieu of 
flowers, the family kindly requests donations be made in 
Johnny’s memory to an Animal Shelter of your choice, 
reflecting his love for animals.

Johnny’s presence will be sorely missed, but his spirit 
and the memories he created will remain in the hearts of 
those who knew and loved him.  

For more information, please visit www.beersandstory.
com

Johnathon 
“Johnny” 
Michael Holmes

BELCHERTOWN—Brian L. O’Leary, 
85, passed away on Sept. 24, 2024 sur-
rounded by his loving fam-
ily. Born on Nov. 20, 1938, 
Brian’s life was a journey 
filled with love, music and 
service.  

Brian was predeceased 
by his parents, John and 
Beatrice (Pariseau) O’Leary, 
his brothers John and Douglas 
O’Leary, and his wife, Mary 
(Walsh) O’Leary. He is sur-
vived by his devoted husband, 
Robert McCarthy, who stood by his side 
with unwavering love. His leaves his chil-
dren: Gail (John) Klanchesser, Joanne 
(Anthony) Listro, and John (April) 
O’Leary. He leaves behind his brother, 
Richard (Suzanne Almy) O’Leary, as 
well as 12 cherished grandchildren, 2 
great-grandchildren, and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

After his family, Brian had two main 
passions:  transportation and music.  As 
a child he enjoyed many hours with 
model trains, igniting a fascination of rail 
transportation.  While he graduated from 
Salem State with a degree in Biology, 
his love of transportation led him into a 
lifelong career first as a charter bus driv-
er, making several cross-country trips, 
to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority (MBTA), beginning as a bus 
driver and moving into light rail operator, 
motorman instructor, and MBTA police-
man. After retirement from the “T”, he 
worked at Logan Airport as a shuttle bus 
driver.  In 2002, he had the opportunity to 
volunteer as a bus driver for the Salt Lake 
City Olympics, an experience he thor-
oughly enjoyed. Brian later drove a bus 
for Pathfinder High School, loving inter-
acting with the students who nicknamed 
him “Mario” for his everpresent mous-
tache.  In his retirement he found time 
to participate in the Amherst Railway 
Society and especially enjoyed the annu-
al Train Show.  His deep interest in rail 
transportation led to numerous railyard 
side trips around the country and Canada.  
No matter where the business of travel 
took him, he always was quick to find the 
tracks and the switchyard.

He thoroughly enjoyed a 64-year 
membership in the Barbershop Harmony 

Society, holding numerous 
leadership roles at the local, 
regional and national level, par-
ticipated in many choruses and 
quartets, and travelled globally 
as a highly sought after coach 
and contest judge. Known as 
the Short Tenor, Brian made 
many  s t rong  f r iendsh ips 
throughout the years and the 
memories created many a loved 
reminisces.  He truly embodied 

the Barbershop spirit with his engaging 
manner and the light in his eye when he 
sang.  It was written about him, “the man 
who spreads a little brightness wherever 
he goes.”

He was a lifelong member of the 
Knights of Columbus, where he achieved 
the 4th degree, and a communicant of St. 
Francis Church, having served as a Lector 
and choir member, contributing his voice 
and spirit. He volunteered as poll worker 
for the town of Belchertown, enjoying 
being part of the community.

Brian was always quick with a story, 
and he had many, from his varied travels 
through life.  He regaled many with tales 
ranging from his cross country bus trips 
to his Barbershop shows and contests.  He 
loved to educate anyone interested in all 
things Rail related, possessing a wealth 
of knowledge.  Brian was also quite dili-
gent and thorough when undertaking any 
endeavor, leaving no stone unturned no 
matter the time it took to “do it right.”  He 
touched the lives of many with his engag-
ing and personable nature, leaving behind 
a legacy of love and harmony that will 
resonate through generations.

Visitation will be held on Oct. 5, 2024, 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. at the Beers & 
Story Belchertown Funeral Home, fol-
lowed by a Mass at St. Francis of Assisi at 
12 p.m. Burial will be held at the family’s 
convenience. In lieu of flowers, the family 
kindly requests donations in his memo-
ry be made to the Harmony Foundation 
International by visiting harmonyfounda-
tion.org/donate. Please visit www.beer-
sandstory.com to extend online condo-
lences.

DEATH NOTICES

Johnathon Michael Holmes
Died Sept. 28, 2024
Services Oct. 10, 2024
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Brian L. O’Leary
Died Sept. 24, 2024
Services Oct. 5, 2024
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Brian L. O’Leary

HOLYOKE— Step past the ceme-
tery gates and peer behind the veil with 
Wistariahurst as volunteers channel the 
spirits of Holyoke’s ancestors, lead-
ing tours through the meandering paths 
of Forestdale Cemetery on Oct. 12. 
Established in 1860, Forestdale Cemetery 
is a serene yet beautiful landscape and the 
final resting place for many of Holyoke’s 
founding families, politicians, and other 
notables who helped breathe life into the 
city. Guests will walk amongst the mon-
uments, markers, crypts, and crosses to 
discover the mystique of Holyoke’s vibrant 
heritage.

“Learn some of Holyoke’s history 
through the tales of the people that lived 
and died here,” Penni Martorell, City 
History, said. “Forestdale Cemetery is such 
a unique and beautiful setting to reflect on 
the history we share with the people you 
will see represented in our tour.”

Discover all there is to know about liv-

ing and dying in Holyoke from narratives 
of the people who now find solace beneath 
these hallowed grounds. Cemetery Tours 
at Forestdale Cemetery include walk-
ing and standing on cement and gravel 
walkways with tours lasting around for-
ty-five minutes. To fully enjoy this tour, 
we ask that guests wear comfortable shoes 
and weather-appropriate clothing.  In 
the event of rain, the tours will be can-
celed, refunded, and not rescheduled. 
Wistariahurst Museum’s Cemetery Tours 
blend history, concepts of the afterlife, and 
local connections to create an unforget-
table outing. Tickets for this delightful-
ly spooky and educational tour sell fast, 
so make sure to purchase your tickets 
before they’re gone. For more informa-
tion and to register for the tours please 
visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cem-
etery-tours-at-forestdale-cemetery-tick-
ets-998568383917?aff=ebdsoporgprofile. 

Cemetery tours take place Oct. 12

Connect  with the Best Opportunities 
in the 

CLASSIFIEDS
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Buying a vehicle is a signifi-
cant financial investment. It is 
not a decision to take lightly, 
especially given the historical-
ly high prices of new cars in 
recent years.

Finding a vehicle that is the 
perfect fit requires consider-
ation of a host of variables, 
including personal preference. 
What is perfect for one individ-
ual may not work for another. 
When the time comes to shop 
for a new car, people can ask 
themselves a few questions in 
an effort to find a vehicle that 
best suits their needs.

• What are your needs? Are 
you looking to carpool the kids 
to and from school or do you 
want a car for commuting that 
will not cost you an arm and a 
leg in fuel? Identifying the main 
purpose of the vehicle will elim-
inate certain cars or trucks right 
off the bat.

• What is your budget? It 
is a good idea to get a pre-ap-

proval loan statement from a 
financial provider to figure out 
what you can afford to pay for 
a vehicle. The popular auto-
motive resource Edmunds says 
the general rule is the monthly 
new-car payment should not 
exceed 15 percent of your 
monthly take-home pay. Lease 
payments should be less than 
10 percent of monthly take-

home pay. Calculate these 
numbers and potential interest 
rates prior to shopping for a 
vehicle.

• What size is best for you? 
Even though it may seem 
that SUVs and pickups reign 
supreme on the road, some 
drivers prefer smaller vehicles. 
Figure out how much interior 
space and cargo room you 

need. Take the time to sit in dif-
ferent vehicle classes to deter-
mine which size fits you best.

• What are your fuel prefer-
ences? Today’s vehicles come 
in electric, unleaded gasoline, 
diesel, and hybrid options. How 
the car or truck is powered may 
be important to you and will 
help identify the best vehicle 
for you.

• What is the cost of own-
ership? Certain vehicle brands 
may be more expensive to 
maintain than others. Accord-
ing to Motor1.com, luxury and 
premium brands are typically 
the most expensive to main-
tain, with European brands 
like BMW, Porsche and Mer-
cedes-Benz typically carrying 
high maintenance costs. This 
can be prohibitive when parts 
or service is needed.

Buying a vehicle requires 
careful consideration of driv-
ers’ needs, budget and desired 
features.

How to identify a vehicle that fits you

39 W. State St. Granby, MA

Tel: 413-467-2533
Fax: 413-467-2500

ASE Certified • Reg. Shop 3199

• Family Owned And Operated 
• Over 35 Years Experience • Insurance Approved

• Precision Frame Straightening
• Custom Painting & Color Matching

• State Of The Art Paint Booth • Glass Replacement
• Aluminum Repair

FREE
ESTIMATES Approved

Auto Repair

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.
VERYL’S

644 Newton Street, South Hadley

BRAKES • ALIGNMENTS • TIRES 
ELECTRICAL TESTING

WARNING LIGHT TESTING
SHOCKS AND STRUTS

STATE INSPECTIONS & MORE

Operated by the pOirier Family

Since 1947

Call today to schedule your appointment

413-536-0794413-536-0794
www.verylsautomotive.comwww.verylsautomotive.com

People can ask themselves a few questions in an effort to find a vehicle 
that best suits their needs.
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The value of a new vehicle 
depreciates considerably the 
moment it is driven off a dealer-
ship lot. Bankrate reports that a 
car loses between 9 and 11 per-
cent of its value the moment it 
leaves the dealership, and over 
the first five years a vehicle loses 
roughly 40 percent of its value.

The fact that vehicles are ex-
pensive and lose value so quick-
ly compels some consumers to 
consider preowned cars and 
trucks as more affordable and 
financially savvy options. How-
ever, preowned vehicles come 
with their own risks, such as the 
potential for hidden problems. 
A vehicle history report is some-
thing every prospective pre-
owned vehicle buyer should ask 
to see before buying a car or 
truck. Sometimes these reports 
are a free service offered by a 
seller, particularly an established 
dealership. But buyers may 
have to pay to get a vehicle his-
tory report, which typically cost 
between $25 and $40.

Kelley Blue Book says a vehi-

cle history report is a collection 
of records that provide informa-
tion on a used vehicle that are 
pulled from thousands of sourc-
es. A report may be referred 
to as a “Carfax®,” which is the 
name of a firm that offers these 
types of reports. A typical vehi-
cle history report will indicate, 
among other things, how many 
people owned the car; whether 
or not the vehicle has been in 
a collision; the mileage on the 
vehicle; if the car is current on 
inspections; and if the vehicle is 
branded a lemon.

Consumers should know 
what to look for when reading a 
report. While some of the data 
will be obvious, there are some 

less apparent points to consider.
• Title: Make sure the vehicle 

never had a salvage title or oth-
er title problems. A salvage title, 
for example, is a vehicle that 
has been declared a total loss 
from collision, flood, theft, fire, 
or vandalism. Issues may arise 
when the seller’s name is not on 
the title. A rebuilt title means 
the vehicle was once salvaged 
but then refurbished.

• Ownership: The vehicle 
history report will indicate how 
many owners have had the 
vehicle. A car that has changed 
hands many times may not be 
the best investment.

• VIN: It’s important to make 
sure the vehicle identification 

number (VIN) for the vehicle 
matches what is on the vehicle 
history report.

• Location of sales: The 
locations where the vehicle was 
used and stored also is import-
ant. For example, some may 
be hesitant if a vehicle was kept 
by the coast due to moisture 
and salty conditions that could 
cause premature wear and tear 
on components.

• Fleet vehicle: The history 
report will indicate if the vehi-
cle spent time in a fleet. This 
includes rental vehicles, govern-
ment vehicles, company vehi-
cles, and dealer vehicles. A fleet 
vehicle may have had many 
different drivers over a short 
period of time.

If there have been multi-
ple changes in ownership or 
increased service records for 
certain parts, that may indicate 
there is something seriously 
wrong with the car. Vehicle 
history reports are another tool 
buyers can use when vetting 
preowned cars or trucks.

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

19 N. Main Street
Belchertown

(413) 323-9611

15 Central Street
West Brookfield

(508) 867-4646

www.bellandhudson.com

Part of Taking Care 

of Your Car 

Is Having Good 

Insurance Coverage

5 George Hannum St., Belchertown
134 West Street, Ware

Two Convenient Locations

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
AUTO REPAIRS.

GENERAL SERVICES, 
ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 
AND SPECIALIZING IN 

EMMISSIONS & SAFETY 
INSPECTION REPAIRS.

4 signs it’s time to replace your tiresWhat is a vehicle history report?

RECYCLE RECYCLE 
CENTERCENTER

“Salvage the Best – Recycle the Rest”

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8 to 5, Sat. 8 to 1

413-323-4210 • 1-800-358-5100

Bring us your waste oil, scrap steel & old batteries 
FREE OF CHARGE!

A GREEN 
COMPANY

LIKE US ON

Fall
Cleanup...

Get That Unused Vehicle 
  Out of the Yard!

147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN
Used Auto Parts.... If we don’t have it we’ll locate it through our nationwide network!
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TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS

3 AMHERST RD. (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

323-5051 We Install Quality NAPA Parts

AutoCare
Center

Call now for your Fall Check-up
HOSES BELTS
TIRES FLUIDS

✓
✓

✓ 
✓

BRAKES
HEATING SYSTEMS

✓
✓

Painting
Expert Full Collision Repair

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

Get Ready For FALL 

at 

All your car care needs are right here 
at one location. 

Stop in and check out our 
GREAT SPECIALS!

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
AUTO REPAIRS.

GENERAL SERVICES, 
ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 
AND SPECIALIZING IN 

EMMISSIONS & SAFETY 
INSPECTION REPAIRS.

Inflation has been a hot topic 
for several years, as the cost of 
everything from groceries to 
gas to housing has increased 
considerably since 2019. Cars 
are no exception to that phe-
nomenon, and anyone who has 
purchased a new car over the 
last half decade likely experi-
enced some sticker shock when 
they started their search for a 
new vehicle. Data from Kelley 
Blue Book indicates the average 
cost of a new car was $37,590 
in 2019. By 2023, the average 
cost had risen to $47,899. That 
marks an increase of more than 
27 percent in a four-year peri-
od. 

Cars are indeed a significant 
investment, which underscores 
the importance of vehicle main-
tenance. Maintenance is more 
than just tending to what’s un-
der the hood. Tires also require 
drivers’ attention, as aging, 
damaged tires pose a safety risk 
that also compromise vehicle 
performance. Tires are easily 
overlooked, but the following 

are four signs tires need to be 
replaced.

1. Worn tread: The auto-
motive experts at AutoZone® 
note that tread depth is the 
most prevalent indicator that 
a tire needs to be replaced. 
AutoZone® notes that tread 
depth should always be at least 
2⁄32 of an inch throughout the 
tire. Depth should be measured 
across the tread and around 
the circumference. If the tread 
is at or below 2⁄32 of an inch, 
the tire should be replaced.

2. Bulges, gouges or cracks: 
Geico® notes that a deflated 
tire bulges at the sides, and 
that can compromise the safety 

of everyone in the vehicle. 
AutoZone® says bulges occur 
when air gets between the 
inner liner and outer rubber 
layers, which can happen after 
hitting a curb or driving over a 
sizable pothole. A gouge or cut 
that is deeper than the outer 
layer of the tire also necessitates 
replacement.

3. Poor grip: Drivers may be 
able to feel certain tire prob-
lems, including poor grip, while 
driving. In such instances, tires 
may feel as though they are 
slipping. The tire experts at 
Firestone note that low tread 
can reduce tire traction and 
cause wheels to slip, which 

may be more noticeable when 
accelerating from a stop or 
driving on wet roads. Drivers 
who feel their tires are slipping 
can test the tread and replace 
tires that are low.

4. Vibration: Vibration is 
another issue drivers may feel 
rather than see. And identify-
ing the cause requires noting 
where the vibrations are felt. 
Geico® notes that a feeling of 
vibration or thumping that feels 
like it’s coming from under the 
seats may indicate the tires are 
not balanced. A suspension 
issue could be to blame if the 
steering wheel feels like it’s 
vibrating. Either feeling should 
be brought to the attention of 
a mechanic immediately.

Tire issues affect vehicle 
performance and compromise 
the safety of drivers, their pas-
sengers and fellow motorists. 
When vehicles are not perform-
ing at peak capacity, drivers 
should not overlook various tire 
issues as a potential cause of 
such troubles.  

4 signs it’s time to replace your tires
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

2 LARGE AIR CONDITIONER 
units. 12,000 BTU and 13,500 BTU. 
$100/each or both for $150. 413-262-
5727.

3-PIECE TWIN BEDROOM SET, 
solid maple, frame and headboard, 5 
drawer dresser and nightstand. $125. 
Call 413-267-5894.

CANOE CHIEF RED, 14 ft. Good 
cond. Two paddles, two back rest. 
$150. 413-596-6496.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD, (1.5- 
2 YRS) Stored inside off the 
ground. Cut, split, free delivery within 
10 miles. $270 per cord. Call 413-
218-3918.

SEASONED OAK FIREWOOD 
Cut, split, delivered, 11”-18”, $275 a 
cord, $250 for 2 or more. Edwin Wro-
blewski Logging, 413-824-0731. 
Buying standing timber, paying good 
money.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DOG DAYCARE & TRAINING. 
SPACIOUS outdoor farm style dog 
daycare, relaxed pickup and drop-off 
times. Training, lessons also available. 
413-209-7744-Hampden, MA.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

STOP WET BASEMENTS NOW!
MASONRY FOUNDATION RES-
TORATION, stairs, walkways, ext. 
Also roofing, new and repairs welcome. 
Licensed/Insured. Call 413-978-894-
5412 or 978-894-6331.

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRIND-
ING Fast, dependable service. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Call Joe Sa-
black 413-436-9821, Cell 413-
537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TER-
RIER, neutered male, current on vac-
cinations, 10 yrs. Best in a home with 
no other pets. Well behaved, house-
broken. Owner is in a nursing home. 
$100. 413-782-2305

PART-TIME SNOW PLOW DRIV-
ERS NEEDED for the Town of New 
Braintree for the 2024-2025 season. 
Positions available for both CDL and 
non-CDL license.
If you are interested, please contact 
Highway Superintendent Richard Ayer 
at (508) 867-2451 or email hwy-
secretary@newbraintree org.

THE TOWN OF PALMER DPW  is 
seeking contractors for snow removal 
for the upcoming winter season. If in-
terested, contracts are available on 
the town website or at the DPW office. 
Completed contracts with a copy of 
the necessary insurance forms can 
be delivered to the DPW office locat-
ed at 1015 Bridge St. Palmer. Rates 
have been increased for fiscal year 
2025. Please call our office at (413) 
283-2615, M-F, 7a-330p, with any 
questions.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
 P/T PROGRAM ASST. 

SENIOR CENTER 

The Town of Wilbraham is looking for 
a part-time Program Assistant to work 
in our brand new Senior Center.  Appli-
cation Deadline 10/11/24 For applica-
tion and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.  EOE

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO
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 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
4133236664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413
3231122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 413
3236012. Great cuts for men 
and women. A full service hair 
salon. Open TueSat., evening 
hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 4133239611, 
8008949591. Fax 413
3236117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  Sou th  Wh i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 2537358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E  C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Sche duling appointments 
Mon dayFriday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 4133239966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
4132834395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
4132534867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

Public Hearing
 Special Permit

Legal Notice
Belchertown 

Planning Board
n accordance with the 

Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40A, Sections 9 and 
11, the Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing to dis-
cuss a special permit appli-
cation for an accessory apart-
ment by Thomas & Barbara 
Hastings for 11 Jeffrey 
Lane, Map 242, Lot 8.01, 
Belchertown, MA.

A public hearing will be 
held as follows:

P l a c e :  B e l c h e r t ow n 
Town Hall, 2 Jabish St., 
Belchertown, MA

Date:   Oct. 22, 2024
Time:  7:00 PM

Remote access information:
Please join my meeting from 

your computer, tablet or 
smartphone.

https://meet.goto.
com/173538941

You can also dial in using 
your phone.

United States: 
+1 (408) 650-3123

Access Code: 173-538-941
The application is avail-

able for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Town Clerk and Planning 
Board office, 2 Jabish Street.  

Daniel Beaudette
Chair, Planning Board 

09/26, 10/03/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500
Docket No. HS24P0557EA

Estate of: 
Yvonne Claire Neilson

Also known as: 
Yvonne Neilson, 

Yvonne C. Neilson
Date of Death: 06/19/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Denise L. Murphy, 
o f  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  M A 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Denise L. Murphy, 
of Belchertown, MA be 
appo in ted  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 10/30/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 

matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon. Diana 
S. Velez Harris, First Justice 
of this Court.
Date: September 25, 2024

Mark S Ames, 
Register of Probate

10/03/2024

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  131, 
Sec. 40, its Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  We t l a n d s 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 
139) ,  the  Belcher town 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, October 15, 2024 
at 7:00 PM in the Lawrence 
Memor ia l  Town  Ha l l 
Planning Board meeting 
room, located at 2 Jabish 
Street in Belchertown, MA 
01007 to review a Notice of 
Intent permit application 
submitted by BSC Group, 
Inc. c/o New England Power 
Company for the proposed 
work to conduct explorato-
ry soil boring and access 
road improvements to the 
E5/F6 Transmission Line 
right-of-way (Assessor’s 

Map ROW) in Belchertown. 
Work is proposed to occur 
within areas subject to 
jurisdiction under the MA 
Wetlands Protection Act and 
the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw. Anyone 
interested in this matter 
should appear at the time and 
place designated. 
10/03/2024 

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES 

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

AMHERST— The Stolen Beam 
Series is a place to learn why some 
people are talking about reparations 
for African Americans. A 5-session 
class, will be held via Zoom this fall, 
sponsored by the Jones Library. The 
series was developed by members 
of the Reparations Committee of the 
Jewish Community of Amherst and 
will be co-facilitated by members of 
that committee.

The goal of the series is educa-
tional engagement with a narrative 
of US racial history that is different 
from what many of us learned in our 
schooling. The class will focus on the 
legacy of African enslavement, what 

was stolen, what may be owed, and 
historical examples of reparations. 
The class offers an opportunity, espe-
cially for those relatively new to the 
topic, to study and reflect on writ-
ings of prominent thought leaders on 
the topic of reparations for African 
Americans as a path to restorative 
justice. Each class offers readings as 
well as videos or audio recordings. 
Suggested study questions are includ-
ed for each class. Please note: This 
is not a lecture format. We bring the 
hope and expectation that all partici-
pants will prepare the reading and/or 
viewing of the assigned materials for 
each session and come prepared for 

thoughtful discussion.
The class meets on Zoom for five 

Thursdays this fall: Oct. 31, Nove. 7, 
14, 21 and Dec. 5 from 7:30 to 8:50 
p.m. Registration indicates the intent 
to attend and participate in all five 
sessions. There is no charge for this 
program. Most reading/video materi-
als will be provided via the internet. 
Some of the materials may be avail-
able at the library.

Online registration closes at noon 
on Tuesday, Oct. 22. Find registra-
tion information at www.joneslibrary.
org/stolenbeam. Please contact Janet 
Ryan at ryanj@joneslibrary.org with 
any questions.

The Stolen Beam series hosted by Jones Library
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Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Open: 
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm

Sun. 8am-6pm

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

OUR OWN Apples, Corn, Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, 
Beans, Beets, Cucumbers, Carrots, Winter Squashes, Canning Tomatoes 

and 1/2 Bushels of Winter Squashes - Honey Nut, Butter Nut, Acorn
LOCAL HONEY & MAPLE SYRUP

  NEW! LONGHORN BEEF FROM COTE CATTLE COMPANY, GRANBY

PYO 
Apple Barn 

Sat. & Sun. 8am-5pm
Last wagon out 4:30pm

CASH ONLY!
134 South St., Granby

Call store for more 
up-to-date 

picking details.

Mums • Pumpkins • Gourds • Cornstalks
 Straw Bales • Indian Corn • Fall Cabbages


