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167th Belchertown 
Fair arrives on 
patriotic year

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – The com-
munity came together to celebrate 
the 167th Belchertown Fair this 
past weekend, despite a rainy 
forecast.

This year’s fair held from Sept. 
25-27 had a patriotic theme of 
Stars, Stripes & Fair Nights as the 
nation also celebrated its 250th 
anniversary of independence. 

Stars, Stripes    Stars, Stripes    
   &    & Fair NightsFair Nights

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Select Board ruled out 
spending $340,896 in excess 
cherry sheet funds on oper-
ating expenses but delayed 
choosing between reserves 
and capital needs until it 
can review possible school 
emergencies at its Oct. 5 
meeting.

The board has not decid-

ed how much, if any, of 
the money should go into 
a reserve or toward capital 
projects. 

Town Manager Steve 
Williams said the allocation 
needs to be addressed for 
the November special town 
meeting. 

If the town does not act, 
the funds will roll into free 
cash next year. Members 
agreed to revisit the ques-
tion after school officials 

provide information about 
possible emergency needs.

C h e r r y  s h e e t s  a r e 
Massachuset ts ’  annual 
statements of local aid and 
assessments, which munic-
ipalities use in preparing 
their budgets. 

Williams told the board 
tha t  Be lcher town had 
$340,896 in excess funds 

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer 

GRANBY – The West 
Street Build project is mak-
ing progress.  The town-
wide project to renovate the 
former West Street School 
into municipal buildings 
will create a “one-stop” 
location for local govern-
ment branches.  Kicked off 
with a groundbreaking cer-
emony on April 28th this 
year, the project is nearing 
completion.

“Petitions are up for the 
largest part,” Operations 
Project manager Neil Joyce 
said.  “All of the rough-in 
inspections have been com-
pleted.”

Joyce reported most of 
the drywall installation was 
complete, with the required 
materials  having been 
“hung, taped and finished.”  
Joyce mentioned the first 
coats of paint were applied 
to the walls and contractors 
were moving forward with 
other concerns.

“In terms of upcoming 
work in the next 60 to 80 
days, we’re expecting ceil-
ing grid, flooring work, 
resumption of mill work 
and finishes in terms of 
painting,” Joyce said.  “The 
last of the ceiling grid will 
go in.”

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – The Granby 
Council on Aging has a new 
director.  An experienced 

outreach 
c o o r d i -
nator in 
O l d e r 
A d u l t 
Services 
w i t h  a 
l o n g 
h i s t o r y 
i n  c a s e 
manage-
m e n t , 

Lauren Hannigan took the 
position because she loved 
Granby’s “small-town com-
munity feel.”

“I spent the last eight years 
in Hadley,” Hannigan said.  
“I also really loved what I 
did with seniors, or older 
adults, and it was important 
to me that I could continue.  
Granby seemed like a real-
ly great community, so that’s 
why I chose it.”

Hannigan stated Granby 
really loves and appreciates 
their senior center, while 
also wanting the build-

Granby 
COA gets 
new director

Lauren Hannigan

SB rules out operating use 
for $340,896 in excess funds

West Street project 
nears completion

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
A sign showcasing what the building will look like after the 
project is completed.

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – A Senior 
Property Tax Work-Off 
Abatement program was 
approved by the Granby 
Select Board.  The pro-
gram, which allows eligible 
senior citizens and veter-
ans to work for the town in 
exchange for property tax 
deductions, is part of an 
initiative to utilize skilled 
workers to perform needed 
tasks within the community.

The area is no stranger 

to tax work-off 
programs, with 
B e l c h e r t o w n 
approving a sim-
i l a r  p r o g r a m 
back in August .  
Participants will be 
paid $15 an hour to 
work at town insti-
tutions for a maxi-
mum of 100 hours of 
allotted volunteer ser-
vice, totaling a maximum 
abatement limit of $15,000.  
The program has 10 open 
slots available, with select-
ed volunteers beginning 

Granby reveals tax work-off program

The 167th Belchertown Fair took place over the weekend with 
games, rides, exhibits and a parade for the community to enjoy. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Belchertown Girl Scouts Service 
Unit 167 marched in the parade. 

The program is geared to help 
seniors with their tax bills.

Please see FAIR, page 12

Please see EXCESS 
FUNDS, page 4

Please see PROJECT, 
page 5

Please see TAX 
WORK-OFF, page 8
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Congratulations Winners!
167th BELCHERTOWN FAIR167th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

GARY WHITLOCK 
Best Presentation of Theme Decorated Booth
Youth Booth Winner: BHS Class of 2028 -
 Junior Class                               
Adult Booth Winner: Christ Community Church

GIANT PUMPKIN CONTEST
• ADULT:First Place Giant Pumpkin:  
 Michael Vinsch - 327 lbs.
• ADULT Second Place Giant Pumpkin: 
 Hope Guardenire
• YOUTH First Place Giant Pumpkin: 
 Knox Senecal
• YOUTH Second Place-Giant Pumpkin: 
 Maisie Senecal

PARADE
Judge’s Award – Best Presentation of Theme: 

Pathfinder Regional Vocational School
Kevin Brown Founder’s Award: Celebrating 

Creativity, Agriculture or Communitty Spirit 
-  Austin Ridge Acres

Floats
1st: Tall Tree
2nd: Alegra
3rd: Austin Valley Farms
Bands
1st: Pathfinder Regional Vocational School
Marching Units (Amateur) 
1st: BGA Eagle Youth Cheerleaders & Football   
2nd: Footloose School of Dance
3rd: Girl Scouts
Marching Units (Professional)
1st: Company A 8th Mass Volunteer Infantry
2nd: Belchertown Fire Dept
3rd: Hampshire County Sheriff’s Dept.
Antique Cars 
1st: Mark Belanger
2nd: Tom Stockton
3rd: Grande Marshall
Antique Trucks 
No Entries
Antique Tractors
1st: Morgan Lavalle
2nd: Zack Zawalski 
3rd: aniel Austin
Antique Apparatus – No entries
1st: Belchertown Fire Dept.
Decorated Animals
1st: Oliver- BPD
2nd: Belchertown Democratic Town Committee
3rd: Girl Scouts Dog with Flag
Animals
1st: Harmony Acres Dog Training
2nd: Green Acres 
3rd: Go Greene Home- Dog with Sweater 

EXHIBIT HALL
Andy Michaud Apple Pie Contest
Adult: Audrey Lavigne
Helen Papp Award: Chantal Laliberte
Preston Atwood Award: Tina DeLullo
Glen Butler Award: Shannon Byrnes
E.C. Howard & Son Award: Reid Collins
Hubert & Jennie Greene Award: Russell Prouty
Les Campbell Award: Mark Shea
Bob Wilson Award: Ann Clough
Fair Cake:   (Adult) Alicia Austin  
                    (Youth) Penelope Couture
Scarecrow: (Adult) Shawn Lindholm
Elsie Waskiewicz Award: Susan Waite
PEOPLE’S CHOICE
  (Adult) Sharon Kahl-Oey
                  (Youth) Helen Bierly
Judy Bettencourt Award: Helen Bierly
Kevin “K.B.” Brown Award: Diana Edwards
Donna Butler Award: Addi Hernandez

PULLING P0NY DEMO
1st: Haley Porter with Buck & Blue Full Pull 
 2,100 lbs.
2nd: Addison Porter with Prince & Willey
3rd: Sienna Bowman with Bear & Kit
4th: Wyatt Ingman with Princ & Willey
5th: Sean Porter with Buck & Blue

OXEN PULLS
Overall Best Teamster Award: Colby Haskell
2400 AND UNDER
No class
2800 AND UNDER
1st: Kenny Molton with Rusty & Rock
2nd: Hunter Lucina with Pete & Trump 
Best Over all Driver: Hunter  Lucina
3200 AND UNDER
1st: Ken Molton Jr-with George & Junior
2nd: Ken Molton Jr with Tiny & Bill
FREE FOR ALL CLASS – OVER 3200
No class

HORSE PULLS
3300 AND UNDER
1st: Kristopher Perkins with Boomer & Playboy-
Full Pull 11,000 lbs.
Best Driver in Class: Kristopher Perkins
3300 AND OVER
1st:  Ben Baumann with Chief & Carl Full Pull – 

11,000 Full Pull
2nd: Mike Boisseau with Max & Red
Best Driver in Class: Mike Boisseau

FROG JUMPING CONTEST
Youth 
1st: Collin LaJoie
2nd: Jase Vickers
3rd: Declan Szczepanek
Adult 
1st: Erin Szczepanek
2nd: Chris Cichaski 
3rd: Lydia  Lajoie

POULTRY SHOW
YOUTH
Best Standard: Kylie Liptak-Salmon Favoreie
Best Bantam: Paige Holmes-White Leghorn
Best Turkey: Loralie Backus- Red Bourbon Hen
Reserve Standard: Kylie Liptak Salmon Favorene
Reserve Bantam: Claire Austin- NB White Silky
Best WaterFowl: Jena Rose Zawalski-Pekin White 
ADULT
Best Standard: Ray & Larah-Dominique Pullet
Reserve Standard: Shannon Byrnes-
 Blue Amerauraca
Reserve Bantam: Shannon Byrnes- Charlemont
Best Bantam: Shannon Byrnes- Charlemont
SHOWMANSHIP
Pee Wee Showmanship
1st: Russell Sprague
2nd: Bradley Sprague
Cloverbud Showmanship
1st: Claire Austin
2nd: Theo Bachand
3rd: Paige Holmes
Junior - Showmanship
1st: Mason Shattuck- Emma Massey(Tie)
2nd: Kylie Liptack-Lilly Kaczuwka(Tie)
3rd: Leona Rodriquez 
Senior Showmanship
1st:  Jena Rose Zawalski 
2nd: James Coty 

RABBIT SHOW
Best In Show:  Brielle Parker
Reserve Best in Show: Kylie Liptak
Best Showman: Brielle Parker
Outstanding Exhibitors:  Kylie Liptak
Herdsmanship: Briell Porter
JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP
1st: Brielle Parker
2nd: Kylie Liptak 
3rd: Wesson Backus
4th: Andrew Mason
5th: Everett Backus
6th: Page Holmes
SENIOR SHOWMANSHIP
1st: Loralie Backus
2nd: Jamison Backus
NOVICE SHOWMANSHIP
1st: Colton Lamoreoux
2nd: Rogan Lamoreoux 
CLOVERBUD SHOWMANSHIP
1st: Russell Spraguy
2nd: Bradley Spaguy

BABY CONTEST
JUDGE’S CHOICE AWARD: Luke Hodgen
Youngest
1st: Leon Hislop-Knodel
2nd: Simon S-S-W
3rd: Blaise Kraucunas
Best Smile
1st: Octavia Gilman
2nd: Parker Normand
3rd: Madeline Overgaard
Oldest
1st: Emelia Boudreau
2nd: Madeline Overgaard
3rd: Octavia Gilman
Best Hair
1st: Emelia Boudreau
2nd: John Wallin
3rd: Pearl Gamache
Happiest
1st: Leon Hislop-Knodel
2nd: Toryn Stalnecker
3rd: Madeline Overgaard
Best Cheeks
1st: Emelia Boudreau
2nd: Charlotte Couture
3rd: Leo Morris
Nicest Eyes
1st: Parker Normand
2nd: Leon Hislop-Knudel
3rd: John Wallin
Best Dressed
1st: Charlotte Couture
2nd: Hazel Griffin
3rd: Denver Choauette
Sleepiest
1st: Hazel Griffin
2nd: Riley David Boudrea
3rd: Benjamin Ely

KID’S PEDAL TRACTOR PULL – 
PEDAL FOR THE MEDAL
Light Class 4-5 Years Old
1st: Louisa Beechar
2nd: Tyler Charbonnet
3rd: George Souza
Medium Class 6-7 Years Old
1st: Finn Healy
2nd: Sawyer Bachand 
3rd: Collin LaJoie
Major Class 8-9 Years Old 
1st: Roselynn B
2nd: Lauren Souza

YOUTH BALE TOSS
AGE 4-8
Cancelled
AGE 9-13
Cancelled
BALE TOSS
POWDER PUFF
Cancelled
BOY’S NIGHT OUT 
Cancelled

“STARS, STRIPES & FAIR NIGHTS”
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Thank You Volunteers!

Kyle Accuosti
Teresa & Dean Adam
Lisa Aiken
Lorraine Alves
Bill Austin
Claire Austin
Chris & Stephanie Austin
Dan, Loni, Bailey Austin & 

Savannah Westcott
Mary Alice Austin
Jeff, Valerie & Jackie Austin
BCTV
Sylvia Bachand
Theo Bachand
Jonathan Backus
Everett Backus
Jamison Backus
Loralei Baccus
Wesson Baccus
Belchertown Select Board Office
Belchertown Congregational 

Church
Belchertown EMS
Belchertown Fire Department
Belchertown Highway 

Department
Belchertown Maintenance 
Administrative Staff to 

Selectboard
Belchertown Police Department
Belchertown 4 H
Belchertown Water – District
BPD K 9  program
Ladies of Town Hall 
Theo Bachand
Jonathan Backus
Wesson Backus
Everett Backus
Jamison Backus
Laralie Backus
Wesson Backus
Caitlin Beachell
Darene Beatty
Dan Beaudette
Kari Bachand
Marianne Bodzinski
Garry Bock
Lauren & Devin Bock
Damien Bourgeus
Ava Briner
Gary & Sandy Brougham 
Cindy Brown
Meredith Brown
Tom & Nancy Brown
Scott Brown
Dana Burton
Colleen Butler
Donna Butler
Ron Carriveau

Carla & David Chaisson
Nicholas Chaisson
Pierre, Erin, Cole & Devin 

Chevalier 
Terry Chevalier
Wendy Chevalier
Christ Community Church
Ed Comeau
Melissa Cook
Cooer Coburn
Christophr
Jessica Courchesne
Country Bank Volunteers
David Crutchfield
Ed Drew
Tamara Falcone
Kristen Farmer
Liliana Galesi
Jim  Gamboro
Drew Gatesman
Linda Gay
Hope Guardenier
Mona & Rob Griffin
Gail Gramarossa
Fran Henderson 
Addi Hernandez
Megan & Josiah Hession
Ken Hislop
Amanda Hodgen
Ike Hodgen
Jack Hodgen
Jeff Hodgen
Alex Howard
Alani & Evan Iannoli
Mike Jensen
Ginny Jensen
Karl Jensen
Lisa Kaczuwka
Lillian Kaczuwka
Jackie Lafleur
Dazaray Larose
Shawn Lindholm
Peg & Lew Louraine
Kaleb Lane
Zack Lane
Amanda Landry
Sonia Landry    
Kerri  Laurenzo  
Lynda Lewis 
Dennis Liptak                        
Jessie Liptak
Kylie Liptack
Dakota Lofland
Katherine Lofland
Lydia Lajoie
Caleb Lane
Alex Loss
Hollie Rainard-Loss
Brian Mailhot

Sharon Marean
Heather Mason
Don & Lukin Matus
Vickie McAndrew
Cathy Mellin Burton
Rob Mileski
Damion Nadeau
Kate Nadeau
Deb Neven
David Nauman
Becky Newsome
Abigail Nicolson
Trish Nicolson
Meredith Normandeau
Mark  & Cheryl Nute
Bruce & Janet Officer
Sharon Orr
Rita Owczarski
Jeremy Pietrowski
Carol Pino
David & Suzanne Provonost
Jonathan & Mandy Ritter
Zachary Ritter
Jonathan Ritter
Mandy Ritter
Charlir Rogers
Madeline Rondeau
Nicole Rondeau
Alec Rose
Deanna Ruscio
Deborah Sacon
Julie Salva
Mary Carmen-Salva 
Mason & Melissa Shattuck
Jess Soucie
David Sousa
Steven Souza
Natalie Stebbins
Linda Sterling
Tom Stockton
Cassie Syriac
Linda Tsoumas
Erin Thibault
Boy  Scout Troop 64
Dana Volungis
Linda Weston
Debbie Whidden
ML Wilson
Diahann Wimmer
Linda Tsoumas
UMASS Baseball Team
Carrie & Kevin Vickers
Jase Vickers
Linda Weston
Graham Wojtowicz
Jeff Zawalski
Jena Rose Zawalski
Zachary Zawalski

2026 Fair SPONSORS 

The old saying is “It takes a village ….”and this Fair is a great example of that. Mother Nature put us to the test. We have a great village!! Tent Day 
historically kicks off fair week on Sunday. Faced with the prospect of heavy rain we made a last-minute decision to try to put them up on Saturday. 
Little did we know this was not the only change of plans we had to make. The call went out and unbelievably people responded, and we had a 
work force to make quick work of the tents and the pulling area. With an eye to the impending weather, vendors put their tents up early. As you all 
know we had perfect fair weather till the weekend. Then the winds blew and we were looking for the house to drop from the sky.  Despite the wind, 
cancelled bands, collapsed tents and pouring rain we continued. By Sunday when the Lt. Governor made a surprise visit, many vendors had left and 
activities were rearranged. But no surprise to us, hearty fair fans were 
roaming to get their rides in or have their favorite food. The 167th 
Fair will join the epic fair stories people tell. We hope, in spite of the 
challenges, you had time to enjoy our greatest community event from 
the fireworks to the last bit of fried dough. 

THE FAIR COMMITTEE

167th BELCHERTOWN FAIR167th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Without the generous support of these individuals and businesses, this event 
would not be possible. We say it often but it is TRUE. They continually support this 
event and the Belchertown Community. Please THANK THEM by supporting them 
when you are able.

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!

Thanks to our loyal, hardworking volunteers. Without you, none of this 
would happen. You are truly the backbone behind the scenes. 

Regardless of your ability we found a place for all of you! If we have 
missed your name, we are sorry. We are tired as all of you are.  

This amazing list is just the people who work fair week from Tents Up to 
tear down. There are more who work thru the year to plan this event.
Thank you again and as someone reminded us…  Mark your calendar, 

The 168 Belchertown Fair & Parade is only 51 weeks away. 
ACCURATE AS OF 9/19/2026

In Kind Service
Amherst Copy & Designworks
Atkins Farms
Austin Brothers Valley Farm
Austin Ridge Acres
BCTV Parade
Belchertown 4H
Belchertown Police K9 Program
Belchertown United Church of Christ, BUCC
BHS Band
Chicopee High School Color Guard
Garry Bock
Gary & Sandy Brougham
Lloyd Butler Jr. Trucking, Inc.
Boy Scout Troop 64
Terry Chevalier
Christ Community Church
Cold Spring Orchard
Devon Lane
Scott Dubey
Fanelli Amusements
Fantastic Farmers 4H Club
First Student Bussing
GTB Design
Harmony Acres Dog Training
Ken Hislop
Hodgen Landscaping
Amanda Hodgen & Steve Souza
Hope United Methodist Church 
Impact Fire Equipment
Jared Lauziere & Shoshin Ryu Martial Arts
Peg Louraine
Brian Mailhot
Maple Leaf Pub
Meredith Normandeau 
Mark & Cheryl Nute 
Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical School
Quabbin Valley Rabbit Breeders
Quality Fleet Service
Servpro
Shedworks
Snow Storage Unit
Tall Tree
UMASS EMTs

Judges Choice Award 
Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency
Friends of the Fair 
Industrial Technical Services,Inc
Spectrum
TruNorth Bank
Window World-Pulling Area
  
Best of Show

Don’s Auto Service
Ed Drew
Drew Gatesman
McCarthy’s Pub
Stadler Ace Hardware            

Blue Ribbon 
Cindy Brown
Hulmes Associates
Mill Valley Vet Clinic
Pelham Auto Service
Tom & Nancy Brown
Turley Publications, The Sentinel  

Red Ribbon 
Beers & Story Funeral Homes
Jim & Donna Boyko
Mill Valley Snowmobile Club
Mill Valley Splicing
New England Wound Care

White Ribbon
Teresa & Dean Adam
Elizabeth Boyko
Boyko Landscaping
Linda Gay
Interstate Battery
Shawn Lindholm
Randall’s Farm
North Brookfield Savings Bank
Station 5 Salon
Tilton Automotive

SPONSORS of SHRINERS
The Shriners have been missed in past years. There is a sponsorship fee to have 
them come to any parade. This year Amanda Hodgen assumed the task of making 
this happen.  The businesses listed contributed to ensure that you would have the 
opportunity of seeing their antics. They are some of the loyal sponsors of other 
events in town. Please share a BIG THANK YOU when you see them.

Don’s Auto Service
DF Plumbing
Devon Lane Farm Supply
Alix & Sons Computer Inc.
HTS Ltd.
Westover Auto Salvage
Bay Road Inspection Station, LLC
Complete Septic Service, LLC
S.T. Hulmes & Sons
Quabbin Valley Acupuncture
Green Acres Equestrian Center, LLC
Mill Valley Splicing

Hodgen Landscape Co, Inc.
Mill Valley Snowmobile Club, Inc.
Kim’s Pet Grooming
Amy’s Landscaping
Mill Valley Veterinary Clinic
Belchertown Eyecare & Sunglass Shop, Inc.
McCarthy’s Pub
J. G. Austin Services
Quabbin Well & Pump 
Village Package & General Store
Quality Fleet Services, Inc.
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lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/1/26-10/7/2610/1/26-10/7/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COCONUT CREAM PIE 27 OZ .......

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP SHELL ON
13/15 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN READY TO COOK

FLOUNDER FISH
BREADED ...........................................

$177USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS
lb $1998

USDA INSP. 
VIRGINIA HAM ......................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK
PORK RIBS 2 PAK ....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED CHOPS..............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS ....
USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS .. lb

lb
$335

$399

$599
ea

lb

BEEF WHOLE 
EYE ROUND

BEEF T’BONE or 
PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$499
lb

$229
lb

$188
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

$499

$998
lb

$177USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ........... lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

  

The Granby Cultural Council
Sponsors

Granby Preservation Society’s
Ms. Valentine Memory Tree Ornament Event

Come help us make ornaments for Kellogg Hall 
former teacher Ms. Valentine Gallup’s Memory Tree 

on the front lawn. This event is for all ages.

Saturday, Oct. 10th, 10am-2pm
250 State Street, Granby

Rain or Shine

Info: fundraising@granbypreservationsociety.org

available and outlined sever-
al possible destinations: free 
cash, reserves, capital proj-
ects or operating expenses.

The board reached a deci-
sion on one point: the money 
would not go toward operat-
ing expenses. But members 
did not settle whether the 
full amount should go into 
reserves, be directed to capi-
tal or be divided among those 
options.

The discussion reflect-
ed different concerns about 
keeping funds flexible versus 
dedicating them to long-term 
needs. 

Select  Board member 
Nicole Miner said she had 
previously favored sending 
the money to capital proj-
ects but was reconsidering 

after hearing from the town 
accountant  and Finance 
Committee Chairman Brian 
Gibbons. She said the town 
could not assume it would 
have another year like the 
most recent one.

Miner said she was con-
cerned that putting all the 
money into reserves could 
make it harder for the town to 
build up its capital funding. 

“I’m worried about put-
ting everything into reserves 
because I feel like once it’s 
there, it just stays there so 
that we can meet our per-
centage,” she said. “I feel like 
we’ll never make a true effort 
to start funding the capital 
account that we created.”

She also noted that the 
schools had returned money 
to the town after a reduction 
in health insurance costs and 
said their needs should be 

part of the discussion.
Williams said a general 

stabilization reserve could be 
used for capital or other town 
needs, while money placed 
in a capital stabilization fund 
would be restricted to capital 
purposes. 

Gibbons described that 
flexibility as a reason to favor 
general stabilization.

“My personal feeling is, if 
we put it all in capital sta-
bilization, it’s handcuffed to 
capital stabilization,” he said. 
“If it goes to stabilization, it 
can be used for capital, or it 
can be used for whatever else 
the town needs.”

The town already has other 
sources for capital projects, 
Williams said, including 
$500,000 annually from the 
override and a portion of free 
cash. He clarified that the 
proposed use of the excess 

cherry sheet funds would be 
separate from those com-
mitments. A capital reserve, 
he said, could help the town 
save toward larger projects or 
reduce the need to borrow.

Williams also outlined 
potential town expenses for 
board members to consider, 
including replacement radios 
for police cruisers and a com-
pensation and job-description 
review. He said the police 
radios could become obso-
lete and that delaying a vehi-
cle purchase could increase 
its cost. The compensation 
review, estimated at $42,000, 
would not qualify as a capi-
tal expense under the town’s 
guidelines.

Those items were pre-
sented for discussion, not 
approved  fo r  fund ing . 
Williams said the board 
needed to consider the 

schools’ requests before 
deciding. He suggested that 
school officials could iden-
tify an emergency capital 
need, such as a boiler failure, 
and that the board could then 
decide whether some money 
should be set aside for imme-
diate needs.

Members also discussed 
how much the town’s stabili-
zation balance would change 
if the funds were added. 

Town Accountant  J i l l 
Messier said the town’s gen-
eral stabilization fund would 
be at about 4.7% under one 
scenario. The board asked 
questions about how stabili-
zation and capital stabiliza-
tion accounts are managed, 
including how interest is han-
dled.

By the end of the discus-
sion, members agreed to wait 
for the schools’ information 

and continue the conversa-
tion at the Oct. 5 meeting. 
Williams said he would be 
prepared to discuss the police 
radios and compensation 
review in more detail.

T h e  N ove m b e r  s p e -
cial town meeting warrant 
includes an article related 
to the funds, but its details 
were expected to depend on 
the board’s later decision. 
The board’s agreement not 
to use the money for operat-
ing expenses narrowed the 
options, but the allocation 
itself remained unresolved.

Chair  Whitney Jorns-
Kuhnlenz summarized the 
decision.

“It sounds like we are 
tabling, waiting for the 
schools to come back with 
their emergency needs, and 
then we will make plan and 
vote on it,” she said.

EXCESS FUNDS
from page 1

❚ COMMUNITY�

B E L C H E R T O W N —
The Belchertown Cultural 
Council (BCC) is now 
accepting applications for 
Fiscal Year 2027 grants sup-
porting local arts, human-
ities, and science program-
ming in town.

The BCC is part of the 
Local Cultural Council 
Program, the largest grass-
roots cultural funding net-
work in the country. Each 
year, the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council distrib-
utes state funding to 351 
local and regional councils, 
including the BCC, who 
then regrant that money to 
support cultural programs 
and projects in their own 
communities.

Individuals, groups, and 
organizations are all eligible 
to apply. Funding can sup-
port a wide range of activ-
ities, including field trips, 
artist residencies, communi-
ty events, public art, perfor-

mances, and other programs 
in the arts, humanities, 
and sciences that benefit 
Belchertown.

The Fiscal Year 2027 
application window opens 
Sept. 1, 2026 and clos-
es Oct. 15, 2026 at 11:59 
p .m. .  Fu l l  e l i g ib i l i t y 
requirements and step-by-
step instructions are avail-
able on the Local Cultural 
Council application process 
page at massculturalcoun-
cil.org. Applications must 
be submitted through the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council’s online grants 
management system; paper 
and mailed applications 
cannot be accepted.

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Cultural Council is also 
hosting a virtual info ses-
sion (webinar) on the Local 
Cultural Council applica-
tion process on Sept. 10, 
2026 at 6 p.m. No travel is 
required, and the session is 

open to anyone interested 
in applying for the first time 
or with questions about the 
process.

“We’re excited to open 
another grant cycle and 
support the artists and 
organizations that make 
Be lcher town’s  cu l tu r-
al life so vibrant,” said 
Mel Donovan, Chair of 
the Belchertown Cultural 
Council. “The info session 
is a great way to get your 
questions answered before 
you start your application, 
and BCC members are 
always happy to help too.”

L o c a l  B C C  m e m -
bers are also available to 
answer questions through-
out the application peri-
od. Residents can visit 
the Belchertown Cultural 
Council page at belcher-
town.org/bcc to learn more, 
find contact information, 
and access the application.

Belchertown Cultural Council 
now accepting grant applications

‘Like new’ 
book sale 
at CML

BELCHERTOWN—
The Friends of Clapp 
Memorial Library are 
having a book sale of 
“Like New” books on 
Saturday Oct. 10.  This 
will take place from 9:30 
a.m. until 1:30 p.m. in the 
main room of the library.

Hundreds of adult fic-
tion and nonfiction works 
will be up for sale as well 
as selected young adult 
books and some non-
reader children’s books.  
These gift quality books 
will have copyright dates 
less than 4 years old and 
will all be priced from $1 
to $5.  

Buy like new books at 
significantly low pric-
es for yourself or your 
family.  Remember the 
holidays are coming and 
books are the best gift you 
can give to everyone on 
your list.

Friends of the 
CML annual 
meeting Oct. 15

BELCHERTOWN—
Renovations in the Clapp 
Memorial Library base-
ment are moving right 
along as are the Friends 
plans for Book Sales in 
2027.  

Now is your chance to 
get in on the action and 
be a part of future Book 
Sales.  

The Friends will hold 
their Annual Meeting 
on Thursday, Oct. 15 at 
7 p.m. on the main floor 
of the library.   They will 
elect several Board offi-
cers including President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, 
Recording Secretary, and 
Membership Secretary 
(each for a 2-year term) 
plus up to 3 at large board 
members (1-year terms).  

Position descriptions 
can be found at friendsof-
clapplibrary.org.   

All are welcome to 
attend and be heard.  

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Fair boys
These boys worked hard all weekend, setting weights, raking, 
for the Horse and oxen pulls. The next generation learning 
from the previous. Left to right. First row, Jack Hodgen, Zach-
ery Ritter, Jacob O’Connor, Nicholas Hodgen. Back row, Davis 
Sousa, Bradley Ritter and Landen O’Connor. 

BELCHERTOWN—From 
the Town Clerk, the dead-
line to register to vote in the 
upcoming November 3, 2026 
State Election is Saturday, 
Oct. 24, 2026.

Be sure to check your voter 
registration status ahead of 
time at www.mass.gov and 
put “check voter registration 
status” in the search bar.   If 
it shows that you are inac-
tive, please contact the Town 
Clerk’s Office to update your 
status prior to the election.  

The reason voters show as 
inactive is because the Town 
did not receive a signed census 
for 2026.   If you return your 
signed census each year, your 
voter status will remain active, 
and you will avoid having to 

complete additional forms at 
the time of voting.  You can 
register to vote online at 
www.registertovote-
ma.com.

The State has 
mailed out the red 
“Information for 
Voters” booklets to 
all voters in the State. 
This booklet explains all 
9 questions that will appear 
on the Nov. 3rd ballot.   The 
last page of this booklet has a 
tear out sheet where you can 
mark your responses ahead 
of time.  You are welcome to 
bring this voter checklist with 
you to vote, to help complete 
the ballot quicker.

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e , 
Belchertown will have a 

2-page ballot.  Not just a 
2-sided ballot, but 2 separate 

pages.   We do antic-
ipa te  i t  taking 

voters  longer 
to mark their 
ballots in the 
voting booths 

and are hoping to 
shorten the time if 

everyone comes prepared 
to vote, instead of seeing the 
questions for the first time on 
election day.

If you have any questions 
or concerns, please feel free 
to contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 413-323-0281 or 
email clerk@belchertown.
org.   Be sure to follow us on 
Facebook for up-to-the-minute 
information.”

Deadline to register to vote Oct. 24

Proceeds to support 
new parish center

BELCHERTOWN—St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish 
is excited to announce its 
upcoming Scramble Golf 
Tournament to raise funds 
for the construction of a 
new Parish Center on their 
Jabish Street campus. The 
tournament will take place at 
Cold Spring Country Club in 
Belchertown on Oct. 17, with 
registration check-in begin-
ning at 7:30 a.m. and a shot-
gun start at 8:30 a.m. 

Pre-registration is required.
This event is made possi-

ble thanks to the generosi-
ty of our Platinum Sponsor: 
Window World of Western 
Mass.

Participants will enjoy a 
day of golf, including a con-
tinental breakfast and lunch. 
The entry fee is $150 per 
person or $600 per foursome, 
which covers golf, cart, and 

lunch.
In addition to some excit-

ing playing prizes,  the 
tournament will feature a 
$10,000 hole-in-one prize.

Local  bus inesses  are 
encouraged to consider spon-
soring a tee or green, with 
sponsorship information 
available on the tournament 
entry form.

En t ry  fo rms  can  be 
found on the St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish website at 
Stfrancisbelchertown.com, 
as well as at Cold Spring 
Country Club, the Gathering 
Space at St. Francis Church, 
the parish office on Park 
Street, and Bell & Hudson 
Insurance Agency.

Join us for a day of fun, 
fellowship, and fundraising 
to support our community’s 
new Parish Center.

For more information 
contact James Phaneuf, 
To u r n a m e n t  D i r e c t o r , 
T e l .  4 1 3 - 2 1 9 - 3 8 7 4 , 
Jrphaneuf55@gmail.com

St. Francis of Assisi announces 
Scramble Golf Tournament

LUDLOW—Chris t  the 
King Rosary Sodality’s St. 
Nicholas Craft Fair will be 
held Saturday, Nov. 14 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Christ the 

King Parish Center locat-
ed at 41 Warsaw Avenue in 
Ludlow. 

They will be hosting talent-
ed vendors along with a 50-50 

Raffle and various gift raffles. 
A light luncheon, drinks 

and desserts available for 
sale. All are welcome to join 
the festivities.

St. Nicholas Craft Fair to take place Nov. 14
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH
FOR FALL FUN!

FALL FLAVORSFALL FLAVORS
New England Grown 

Honeycrisp, MacIntosh, 
Cortland Apples & More!
MACINTOSH APPLES

     5 lb Tote Bags $5.99

Decorate For Fall
PUMPKINS, PUMPKINS, PUMPKINS

Specialty Pumpkins 
Sugar Pumpkins
Face Pumpkins

Corn Stalks, Straw Bales, Gourds, Indian Corn
Witches, Scarecrows, Ghosts & Spiders!

In The Garden Center
Saturdays, Sundays & Columbus Day

              11AM – 4PM

Scarecrow Workshops
Make Your Own ScarecrowMake Your Own Scarecrow
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Family Fun Weekends!

Pumpkin Decorating Workshop
We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Free Family Fun!

October 17th & 18th
Twenty Prizes Plus Ten Charity Matches

$3,000 In Cash Prizes
Every Entry Receives A Gift

Randall’s Best Ever
Scarecrow Contest

YOUTH & ADULT
FIVE CATEGORIES ~ Best Overall, 

Most Traditional, Scariest, 
Most Creative and Funniest

Beautiful
HARDY MUMSHARDY MUMS  
Big Selection!Big Selection!
~ In Fabulous Fall Colors ~~ In Fabulous Fall Colors ~
Colorful Fall Patio PotsColorful Fall Patio Pots

FRESH APPLE CIDER DONUTS 
Fresh Sweet Cider
Pumpkin Muffins • Pumpkin Cake

Pumpkin Pies • Pumpkin Beer

     Elsie’s Creamery     Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

Window Service October WeekendsWindow Service October Weekends
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Columbus Day

Last Day October 18th

Chuck The Chicken • Mini Hay Maze
“Funny Bone” Game • Bean Bag Toss

Duck Racing  & MORE!

CRAFT 
FAIR

Immaculate Heart of Mary
256 State St., Granby
Monday, Oct. 12

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(Rain date Sat., Oct. 17)

INSIDE & OUT
Vendors, Basket Raffles, 

Lottery, Breakfast & Lunch 
Will Be Available

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8TH AT 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS •

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Joseph J. Lange

Of the Firm of  Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP
14 Bobala Road, Holyoke, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms Of Sale:  $10,000.00 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds. 

Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days. 
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

19 Ledgewood Drive     BELCHERTOWN, MA 
To be sold on the Premises

7 ROOM / 3 BEDROOM
2 STORY

COLONIAL STYLE HOME
WITH

TWO CAR ATTACHED GARAGE

 Features:
• Two Story Colonial Style Home • ±1 1/3 Acres of Land •

• Total of (7) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (2½) Baths •
• ±1,722 S/F of Gross Living Area • FWA Heat •

• Full Basement • (2) Fireplaces • Porch • Vinyl Siding • 
• Private Well & Septic • Assessor’s ID: 255-71 •

★ TWO CAR ATTACHED GARAGE ★

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

Joyce stated they secured 
“supplemental vendors” for 
necessary information tech-
nology work, such as running 
data cables and computer 
“head-end equipment” instal-
lation within the dedicated 
IT room, which installations 
scheduled to start within the 
“next 30 days” and expressed 
hope for project conclusion 
in December.

“We’re sort of staring 
down the barrel of the fin-
ishes aspect of the project,” 
Joyce said.

Joyce ment ioned s i te 
work still required a “little 
bit of prep work.”  Current 
projections expect paving 
to take place between “now 
and the middle of October.”  
Preparations include spread-
ing loam, seeding and han-
dling “disturbed areas.”  
Restoration work is expected 
to complete by the either the 
first or middle of November, 
with everything “buttoned 
up and ready to go for 
December.”

“As a cost savings, their 
highway [department] is 
going to be doing the pav-
ing but they will probably 
only get a rough coat in until 
the spring,” Joyce said.  The 
coat in question is what’s 
referred to as a “binder coat,” 
which serves as the structural 
load-bearing asphalt layer.

Joyce reported the con-
struction team has installed 
new windows, which are 
now visible from outside the 
premises.  Paint work is also 
completed, a recent develop-
ment Joyce said “looks really 
good up.”

“We have pretty much iso-
lated and selected all of the 
technology vendors for the 
project,” Joyce said.  “We did 

a transfer of contingency of 
$61,185 to cover the expect-
ed shortfall in what was orig-
inally budget versus what 
will actually be spent at the 
conclusion of the work.”

The operations project 
manager stated the change 
was already reflected in the 
budget and provided addi-
tional construction figures.  
There have been seven 
change orders with the con-
tractor to date, with a total 
cost of just under $300,000 
as of this writing.  With 

$2.8 million left in the proj-
ect budget, Joyce reported 

they expected to use all of it 
“when the time comes.”

“It reflected modifications 
and changes to the electrical, 
as well as some minor struc-
tural repairs that were done 
inside the building,” Joyce 
said.

Cited structural repairs and 
modifications included elec-
trical baseboard heating pro-
visions in the electric room, 
provisions for the fire pump 
exhaust, power and data 
work performed at the mill 
work service counters.

“I’m pretty proud of this 
project,” Joyce said.  

PROJECT from page 1

The building is nearing completion of its renovations.

Tech installations will be starting soon on the project.  

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

❚ GRANBY�

Craft fair set 
for Oct. 12

GRANBY—Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish in Granby, Mass. is hav-
ing a Craft Fair on Monday, Oct. 12 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

In addition to over 50 vendors, 
there will be basket raffles, a Lottery 
Tree Raffle, as well as breakfast & 
lunch available. 

Stop in, say hello & support small 
local businesses, and get some 
Christmas shopping done. Immaculate 
Heart of Mary is located at 256 State 
St. in Granby, Mass.

GRANBY—Join us for a friend-
ly, relaxed, afternoon book club at the 
Granby Free Public Library. The group 
will meet monthly, every third Tuesday 
of the month at 2 p.m. to discuss various 
genres of fiction. 

Group members will vote on titles they 
would like to read in advance. 

Upcoming books are made available at 
the library in multiple formats - regular 
print, large print and audiobook. For the 
Oct. 20 meeting, the book choice is “The 

Briar Club” by Kate Quinn, stop by the 
library for a copy. 

Afternoon book groups combine the 
joy of reading with the benefits of conver-
sation, community, and personal enrich-
ment, making them a rewarding way to 
spend time and connect with others.

The Granby Free Public Library is 
located at 297 E State St., Granby, MA 
01033. 

Visit www.granbylibrary.org for more 
information.

Sci-Fi and Fantasy
 Book Club

Thursday, Oct. 1 at 5 p.m. 
Join our discussions on 

the first Thursday of every 
month! Red City by Marie 
Liu for October. 

Vi n c e n t  va n  G o g h ’s 
Iris: Learn to Pastel Paint 
with Gregory Maichack 
Saturday, Oct. 3 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

No experience required! 
Learn to pastel paint with us. 
Space is limited – Sign-up!   

Adult Book Group
Thursday, Oct. 8 at 6 p.m. 

The book group will be 
discussing The Borrowed 
Life of Frederick Fife by 
Anna Johnston. 

Tabletop Games Club
Thursday, Oct. 8 at 5 p.m. 

and Saturday, Oct. 17 at 
10:30 a.m.

Players of all ages 8 and 
up to are invited gather and 
enjoy a variety of board, 
card, dice, tile, and other 
in-person tabletop games 
with us! 

The Trial of Lizzie Borden
Thursday, Oct. 15 at 5:30 

p.m. 
Join Honorable Dennis 

J. Curran, Justice, Massa-
chusetts Superior Court 
(Ret.) to discuss the famous 
case of Lizzie Borden!   
Space is limited – Sign-up! 

Knitting Group 
Every Wednesday after-

noon at 2 p.m. 
Bring your latest project 

and join us for conversation, 
tips and tricks. 

Halloween Family
Book Bingo 

Thursday, Oct. 22 at 6 p.m.

All ages are welcome! 
Come play bingo to win 
free books and enjoy some 
spooky treats.  

Sourdough Starter 
Workshop with 

Sourdough Brandon
Thursday, Oct. 29 at 6 p.m. 

Space is limited – Sign-Up!  
Friends of the Granby 

L i b r a r y  M e e t i n g 
Thursday, Oct. 22 at 4:30 
p.m.

Visit our website for more 
information and to sign up 
for our programs! www.
granbylibrary.org

Granby Free Public Library’s 
new afternoon book club

October happenings at the  Granby Free Public Library
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5 
p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information 
about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

Th e  f o r e c a s t  o f  a 
September nor’eas-
ter certainly had 

everyone scurrying 
about.  

Instead of running 
to the grocery store 
for necessities, I headed 
straight to the garden to tidy 
up a few things. With visions 
of air-borne pots, soggy con-
tainers of compost and ruined 
produce dancing in my head 
I got right to work.

First to check off my list 
was digging up the potatoes. 
The stems had died down on 
two of my three rows over 
two weeks ago and I didn’t 
want the spuds sitting in 
impending mud when they 
could be curing somewhere 
safe and sound.  

Speaking of curing, it is 
important to be intentional 
with this step, so that your 
potatoes will be edible well 
into the winter months. 
Curing potatoes properly will 
help to prevent rot, premature 
sprouting, and toxic greening 
of the skin and flesh.  

By waiting a week or 
more after the plant has died 
before digging up the tubers, 
the skins will thicken and be 

less prone to injury during 
harvest. Once they are dug, 
a week spent in a cool and 
totally dark space will further 
firm their skin and change 
sugars to starch, completing 
the ripening process.  

Never wash potatoes prior 
to storage! Gently brush 
off dirt and store in a single 
layer in the darkness at 55-60 
degrees.  

Darkness will  prevent 
greening, which renders 
potatoes inedible. Use any 
pi tch-forked or  shovel- 
marked spuds first, as dam-
age to the skin will invite rot. 

Once the potatoes were 
out of the ground, I applied a 
two-three inch layer of com-
posted manure and lime to 
the plot, then worked it in to 
the soil.  

I won’t be planting pota-
toes there next year other 

wise I would have stayed 
away from both amendments.  

After that, I got to task 
number two, planting a cover 
crop in the empty ground. 
I figured with rain com-
ing over the course of three 
days it would be off to a 
great start. In the big garden, 
where I can use my tiller, I 
sow winter rye. 

It will start growing now, 
hold the soil in place over 
the winter, then, as spring 
ensues, it will grow tall and 
go to seed. Typically you 
mow it down or incorporate 
it into the soil before it gets 
too big.  

Winter rye adds so much 
organic matter to the garden. 
Be sure to give the grass time 
to break down before plant-
ing into it; chopping it up/

By Julie Midura 

I recently went on a solo 
backpacking trip. 

N o t  b y 
choice. Not to 
face my fears 
or challenge my 
courage.

R a t h e r , 
b e c a u s e  m y 
favorite hiking 
partner is tem-
porarily side-
lined due to a 
torn rotator cuff. 
And with sever-
al grandchildren 
going through 
significant health 
cha l l enges ,  t he 
worry, helplessness, and 
endless stream of uncertainty 
was beginning to feel heavier 
than my heart could carry. 

I found myself needing the 
quiet that only an overnight 
stay in the forest can pro-
vide. I needed the fresh air. 
The company of trees. The 
steady rhythm of my feet hit-
ting dirt. 

So in spite of my hes-
itation at spending a night 
alone in the woods, I packed 
up the gear that Tom and 
I  would normally spli t 
between the two of us, and I 
drove to the Berkshires. 

When I arrived at the trail-
head on the Appalachian 
Trail, I shouldered my heavy 
backpack and began walking. 

For seven hours I moved 
with purpose. With the 
urgency of someone trying to 
outrun something. 

And perhaps I was. 
Each step was taking me 

further from the noise of the 
world and inviting me into a 

place where harmony reigns. 
A place where the air feels 

lighter and the earth feels 
softer. A place where nature 
holds me as surely as the 

heavens hold the 
sun in its rightful 
place in the sky. 

I chose to do 
this trip solo not 
to  feel  s t rong 
o r  c a p a b l e . 
Rather, to give 
myself space to 
b r e a t h e … a n d 
maybe even to 
heal some of the 
parts of me that 
feel broken. 

For the short 
time I am here, I 

will allow nature to carry 
the things I can no longer 
bear. 

At 5:30 p.m. – after hik-
ing 12 miles – I stopped and 
pitched my tent. Filtered 
water. Sat beneath the trees 
with my feet immersed in a 
cold stream and watched the 
water curl around my toes. 

I ducked into my tent just 
as the skies opened up in a 
deluge. I read a book while 
droplets of water exploded 
on the rain fly. 

When darkness settled 
in, I prayed for my family. I 
wept. Then I fell asleep from 
exhaustion. 

It’s now 6:30 a.m. I’m 
lying on my back in my 
orange two-person tent. A 
crow is screeching overhead. 

Morning light is filtering 
through the swaying cano-
py of trees above me, caus-
ing leaf-shaped shadows to 
dance on the fabric of my 
tent. 

I lie still in the warmth of 

my bright green, down sleep-
ing bag. Outside of my tent, 
the forest is alive and breath-
ing. 

Unconcerned. Unhurried. 
Unworried. Simply existing. 

For a moment, I close my 
eyes and allow myself the 
freedom to do the same.

I know that my wet and 
muddy tent will be heavier 
on the hike out. But my heart 
already feels lighter.

Sometimes being strong 
for everyone else means rec-
ognizing when you need to 
step away for a little while 
and take care of your own 
heart, too. Because you can’t 
pour from an empty cup. 

I’ve taken these days for 
myself not because I don’t 
care, but because I care so 
deeply that I needed some-
where to put all of these 
emotions for a little while.

Be assured, going into the 
woods doesn’t erase every 
burden. But it does reframe 
them. 

I will most assuredly come 
home with the same circum-
stances I left with. But per-
haps I will carry them differ-
ently. 

Perhaps my thoughts will 
be clearer and a bit less 
crowded.  

At the very least, maybe I 
will return home with a lit-
tle more peace, a little more 
strength, and a heart that 
feels somewhat more pre-
pared to face whatever comes 
next.

Onward!

Follow Tom and Julie’s 
h i k i n g  a d v e n t u re s  o n 
Instagram @morethanthe-
mountain.

Reclaiming peace in the forest

Garden scurrying

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
My question is not for 

me, but for my daughter 
who is 62 years  old. 

She does not want to 
take her Social Security 
now. Her husband was a 
doctor and passed away 
recently. She had been 
married to him for more 
than 10 years and, in the 
meantime, he married 
someone else. 

I thought the President 
erased taxes on earned 
money so that people 
could collect what was 
due them no matter what 
they earned. 

My daughter keeps tell-
ing me she has already 
earned too much this 
year and cannot collect 
her widow’s benefits 
until next year. I don’t 
understand what no tax 
on Social Security means 
then. 

Also, she wants to wait 
until she is 67 before she 
collects her own money. 

She has been a nurse and 
believes her own benefits 

may be larger than her 
widow’s benefits. Is she 
correct to wait for that 

long? Signed: Worried 
Mom

Dear Worried Mom: 
Your daughter is like-

ly correct. There are two 
factors which come into 
play in your daughter’s 
circumstance – one is 
the Annual Earnings Test 
(for those collecting early 
SS benefits), and the 
other relates to Federal 
income tax on SS benefits 
received. I’ll try to clarify 
both of these for you: 

If your daughter claims 
her widow’s benefit at 
age 62, her benefit will 
be significantly reduced 
by approximately 20+% 
from what she would get 
at her SS full retirement 
age, and that would be a 
permanent reduction. 

And, if she works, 
which you imply she 
does, she would also 
be subject  to Social 
S e c u r i t y ’ s  A n n u a l 
Earnings Test which lim-
its how much she can 
earn by working prior 
to reaching her SS Full 
Retirement Age, which is 
age 67). 

The earnings limit for 
2026 is $24,480 (changes 
yearly) and, if her annual 
2026 earnings exceed that 
amount, Social Security 
will take away $1 of ben-
efits for every $2 she is 
over the annual limit. 

For example, if she is 
$25,000 over the limit, SS 
would take way benefits 
equal to $12,500. That 
would mean she wouldn’t 
get any SS benefits for 
the remainder of this year 
and likely some of next 
year also. And, if her 
earnings are significant-
ly more than the annual 
limit, she may even be 
temporarily ineligible to 
receive a widow’s bene-
fit (until she either reach-
es her FRA or earns less 
money). 

F Y I ,  t h e  A n n u a l 
Earnings Test will go 
away when your daugh-
ter reaches age 67 but, 
until then, the AET will 
likely restrict her ability 

to receive Social Security 
benefits if she continues 
to work full time.

The next factor to be 
aware of is the so-called 
“One Big Beautiful Bill,” 
which the  Pres ident 
claimed means “no tax on 
Social Security.” This is 
an entirely different factor 
than the Annual Earnings 
Test  described above. 

The above AET discus-
sion dealt with SS earn-
ings limits while taking 
benefits before FRA, 
whereas the OBBB deals 
with income tax on Social 
Security benefits actually 
received. 

The OBBB (enact-
ed last year) provides an 
extra $6,000 deduction 
per person on the tax 
return filed with the IRS 
for those 65 years of age 
or older. That extra IRS 
deduction is designed to 
offset either totally or 
partially any income tax 
which is levied on Social 
Security benefits received 
by those age 65 or older. 
It’s also important to 
know that the OBBB 
only provides temporary 
income tax relief, because 
the law expires after the 
2028 income tax year. 

All of which leads me 
to conclude that your 
daughter’s decision to 
wait longer to claim her 
widow’s benefit from 
her deceased ex-hus-
band is a prudent choice. 
As long as she is work-
ing and earning more 
than the annual earnings 
limit before age 67, the 
AET will restrict how 
much Social Security 
she is able to receive. 
If she later stops work-
ing or goes to part-time 
employment, she can 
revisit her decision at 
that time. And, depend-
ing on her own personal-
ly earned Social Security 
benefit amount at age 67 
(vs. her widow’s benefit), 
she can assess whether 
to claim her personal SS 
retirement benefit or to, 
instead, claim her ben-
efit as her ex-husband’s 
widow if that amount is 
larger than her own SS 
retirement. And, unless 
Congress later extends 
the OBBB prior to 2029, 
she will, at that time, like-
ly need to pay income tax 
on the Social Security 
benefits she receives.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intend-
ed for information pur-
poses and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Fo u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amac founda t ion .org /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.          

Mom worries daughter making 
bad Social Security decision

inthe
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Most Major 
Credit Cards 

Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates 

Available

Family 
Owned & 
Operated 

Fall Favorites: Mums, Pumpkins, 
Gourds, Indian Corn, Straw Bales, 

Cornstalks, Fall Decorations, 
Our Own: Large Cabbages, Beans, Carrots, Corn, 

Radishes, Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Pickles, 
Leaf Lettuce, Beets, Scallions, Cucumbers, Apples, 

Honey Nut, Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash
10 & 50 lb bags of Potatoes, 10 lb bags of Onions

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm • Sun. 8am-6pm

**HEALTHY DOUGH!**
Sourdough Delivery

Every Friday!

Everest is here and can help. 
Call 413-268-6525.

Are you or a loved one 
struggling with an 
addiction to 

Opiates, 
Fentanyl, 
or prescription
painkillers?

MASSHEALTH 
ACCEPTED

❚ BUSINESS�

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Barton Beeswax Candles 
company owner Melisssa 
Hibler is no stranger to 
candles.  A lifelong can-
dle enjoyer, Hibler stated 
the business idea was born 
after the family identified 
a need for cleaner-burning 
candles after making major 
household lifestyle changes 
prompted what they used at 
home.

“I would light a candle 
after cleaning the house, give 
them as gifts for the holidays 
and almost always had one 
burning at home,” Hibler 
said.  “Over time, though, I 
started noticing black smoke 
and marks on the ceiling.  It 
made me stop and think; we 
were making all these other 
changes, but what were we 
actually breathing in the air 
inside our home?”

Determined to  create 
cleaner-burning and more 
hygienic candles, the fami-
ly-owned business began 
in December 2023.  By the 
middle of January 2024, the 
family began experiment-
ing with different waxes and 
wick sizes to determine the 
ideal formula.

“I enjoyed it so much I 
decided to turn it into a busi-
ness,” Hibler said.

After several years work-
ing farmer’s markets, the 
Belchertown resident is now 
opening a brick-and-mortar 
location for her candle-mak-
ing business.  The store is 
projected to open between 
late  October  and early 
November.   A 20-year resi-
dent of Belchertown, Hibler 
reported the brand’s name 
was created by her fami-
ly to capture their love for 
Belchertown.  Barton is a ref-

erence to Barton Avenue, the 
street on which her family 
lives.     

“We truly love our town,” 
Hibler said.  “So it felt right 
to have that connection be 
part of our name.”

T h e  f a m i l y  j o i n e d 
Belchertown and Amherst 
farmer’s markets as full-time 
vendors in 2024 and became 
a staple booth in both the 
summer and fall seasons.  
She reported the company 
is also a full-time vendor 
in both the Forest Park and 
Easthampton markets during 
the winter.

“Giving back and sup-
porting our community has 
always been important to us,” 
Hibler said.  “We have used 
our business to support Fall 
Fest and projects like Lake 
Wallace by creating special 
candles and donating pro-
ceeds from them last year.”

Since beginning the busi-

nes s ,  Ba r ton  Beeswax 
Candles has participated in 
hundreds of craft events and 
vendor fairs around the area.  
Hibler stated she divides 
her weekends between her-
self and her husband to 
attend more than 12 events a 
month, including the annual 
Belchertown fair.  2026 will 
mark their third year in atten-
dance as a vendor.

Barton Beeswax Candles 
has also supported Better 
Together Dog Rescue and to 
help ease financial hardships 
for two local Belchertown 
families battling cancer.  
Candles are also held at 
Rannsaka’s in Belchertown, 
with 100% of the proceeds 
going back to fund the gift 
shop’s (verify) charity work.

“One of our first local 
collaborations was with 

Shattuck’s Sugarhouse here 
in Belchertown,” Hibler said.  
“And it remains especially 
meaningful to me.  We went 
back and forth trying to cre-
ate the perfect fragrance, one 
that truly captured that won-
derful maple smell you expe-
rience when you walk in.”

The newest brand project 
is to create a small candle 
shop on the family’s proper-

ty.  The shed on location will 
be transformed into a “little 
store,” with most of the nec-
essary work performed by 
the family themselves.  The 
new shop will carry more 
than 50 fragrances and will 
allow a new way for people 
to experience their products.  

“Working on it together 
has made the process even 
more special,” Hibler said.  

their community service on 
January 1st.  Those eligible 
for the position may submit 
a filled out application to 
the Granby Select Board by 
December 2nd for consider-
ation.

Eligible seniors must be 

at least 60 years old at the 
time of application and must 
provide a certified copy of 
their birth certificate to be 
considered for the program.  
Veterans must provide a 
proof of military service 
to be considered eligible.  
All applicants must pass a 
Criminal Offender Record 
Information check to receive 

a position and also provide 
two references in addition to 
their application.

Seniors or veterans must 
also be a Granby resident 
and homeowner residing in 
town limits for a minimum 
of five years, with only one 
abatement allowed per fis-
cal year for the property.  
Applicants must not make 

above a certain limit based 
on the number of people liv-
ing in their household, which 
are listed below:

1  P e r s o n :  $ 6 3 , 8 4 0 
(Monthly limit: $5,320)

2  P e o p l e :  $ 8 6 , 5 6 0 
(Monthly lmit: $7,213)

3  P e o p l e :  $ 1 0 9 , 2 8 0 
(Monthly limit: $9,107)

4  P e o p l e :  $ 1 3 2 , 0 0 
(Monthly limit: $11,000)

5  P e o p l e :  $ 1 5 4 , 7 2 0 
(Monthly limit: $12,893)

6  P e o p l e :  $ 1 7 7 , 4 4 0 
(Monthly limit: $14,787)

7  P e o p l e :  $ 2 0 0 , 1 6 0 
(Monthly limit: $16,680)

8  P e o p l e :  $ 2 2 2 , 8 8 0 
(Monthly limit: $18,573)

An additional annual limit 
of $22,728 is added for each 
subsequent person above an 
eight person household, with 
a monthly limit of $1,894 
also added per person.  For 
further information on this 
program, please contact the 
Council on Aging in Granby 
for the application or print 
the application from the 
website at https://www.gran-
by-ma.gov/formsandpermits.

TAX WORK-OFF
from page 1

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

ing to be a “vibrant place.”  
Older adults, Hannigan stat-
ed, brought a vast array of 
knowledge to the community.

“It’s  real ly important 
that the space is theirs, that 
they are able to come here 
for socialization, for pro-
gramming and for meals,” 
Hannigan said.  “It’s just a 
really great place.”

Just a month into the posi-
tion, Hannigan has already 
hit the floor running.  She’s 
in the works of planning an 
upcoming Oktoberfest, com-
plete with music and food, 
as well as a vaccine clin-
ic scheduled for October.   
She also has a hand in the 
local senior center newslet-
ter, which is slated for an 
October release as well.

“This is my first time act-

ing as a director,” Hannigan 
said.  “So I feel like I’m 
going to learn as I go.”

This is not to say she 
doesn’t have extensive expe-
rience in executive adminis-
tration.  A seasoned outreach 
and transportation coor-
dinator in Hadley, she was 
responsible in tackling diffi-
cult responsibilities, such as 
navigating supplemental food 
services and handling trans-
portation logistics.

“I did a lot with Mass 
Health, SNAP, which is what 
we now call Food Stamps,” 
Hannigan said.  “I worked 
with a couple of different 
food programs and a lot of 
housing concerns.”

Hannigan has  a lways 
worked in social services.  
She’s been a Massachusetts 
s i n c e  2 0 1 8  a n d  i s  a 
University of Massachusetts 
graduate.  With a spouse 

from Western Massachusetts, 
the new director reported she 
always had ties with the local 
community.

“I  real ly  want  to  be 
available to the Granby 

Senior Center community,” 
Hannigan said.  “I want peo-
ple to feel like their voic-
es are heard and that they 
will get support with their 
needs.  Social services have 
always been important to me 

because I am a firm believer 
in aging in place.”

She intends to be a support 
system for older adults, as 
well as serving to make the 
Council on Aging an invalu-
able service to those wishing 
to age in place.  Hannigan 
also took the opportuni-
ty to mention a number of 
classes provided by the 
CoA designed to promote 
healthy advanced aging.  She 
also mentioned there were 
Serving the Health Insurance 
Needs of Everyone program 
resources available at the 
senior center.  

“There are social events 
l ike  qui l t ing ,  Canas ta , 
cross-stitching; places for the 
60 and over community to 
come in and be a part of,” 
Hannigan said.  “We have a 
SHINE and outreach coun-
selor here who helps with 
things like health insurance 

and guides people through 
processes that might be new 
and challenging to them.”

Her long-term goals are 
to foster a comfortable and 
welcoming environment 
which allows residents to feel 
they can reach for help.  In 
addition, she wants to fur-
ther education of available 
resources and to ensure those 
resources are available for 
those who need them.

“I would like the Granby 
Council on Aging to contin-
ue to be a welcoming place 
where people 60 and over 
can come to get the services 
they need.  I want them to 
feel like their voices are 
heard,” Hannigan said.  “If 
there are people who have 
never been to our building, I 
would love for them to check 
it out, stop by and say hi.”

NEW COA from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Front shot of the Granby Senior Center, which is also the Coun-
cil-on-Aging building.

Local candle business opens store

A selection of wax and wicks for more hands-
on customers.

Business owner Melissa Hibler poses with her creations.

Examples of handmade candles.

An assortment of sand for sand art candle creations sold at the 
Belchertown Fair.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
BEN HERNANDEZ

Barton Beeswax 
Candles marquee for 

its fair booth.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Belchertown 
football coach Keith LeBeau 
was expecting his team to 
perform well in last Thursday 
night’s non-league game at 
Ludlow. It wound up being 
the type of performance that 
every coach dreams about.

The Orioles offense scored 
six touchdowns, and the 
defense posted its second 
shutout of the season lead-
ing to a 53-0 victory over the 
Lions at the Ludlow Sports 
Complex.

“We had a short week of 
practice, but everything just 
clicked for us in tonight’s 
game,” said LeBeau follow-
ing the game. “We just need 
to continue to keep improv-
ing each week.”

The Orioles (3-0), who 
have outscored their first 
three opponents, 135-12, 
posted a 48-26 home win 
against the Lions (0-3) a year 
ago.

“We have a swarming 
defense this year,” LeBeau 
added.  “Last  year,  our 
defense gave up a lot of big 
plays, which we’re trying not 
to do this year. Ludlow likes 
to throw the ball a lot, but we 
didn’t allow them to get very 
many yards.”

Belchertown won the pre-
game coin toss and elected to 
receive the opening kickoff.

The  Or io les  open ing 

series lasted just five plays. 
The dr ive ,  which cov-
ered 70 yards, ended when 
senior quarterback Coleman 
Longley completed a 14-yard 
touchdown pass to junior 
Grayden Kendall, who made 
a diving catch in the right 
corner of the endzone with 
7:56 left in the first quarter.

The extra point attempt by 
junior Killian Olszewski was 
blocked.

Olszewski recovered a 
fumble at midfield on the 
ensuing kickoff leading to 
a seven play scoring drive, 
which was capped off with 
a one yard TD pass to junior 
Chase Ptaszkiewicz.

This time, Olszewski made 
the first of his four PAT’s 
giving the visiting team a 
13-0 advantage with 3:38 left 

Orioles offense explodes at Ludlow

Coleman Longley attempts a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
Raiden Drouin looks to get around a Ludlow defender after 
getting a reception.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN— One 
of the seven seniors for 
Minnechaug Regional girls’ 
varsity soccer is Ainsley 
Holden. She was a starting 
defender in the first five 
matches of the regular sea-
son.

When the Lady Falcons 
faced Coombs Division rival 
Belchertown for the first time 
this fall, Holden found her-
self in a new starting role, 
moving from defense to the 
center midfield position.

The  dec i s ion ,  wh ich 
was made by longt ime 
Minnechaug head coach 
Nundi Goncalves, paid off in 
the end.

The contest was tied with 
a little more than 10 min-
utes remaining in regulation 
when Holden scored a corner 
kick goal lifting her team to 
a thrilling 3-2 road victory 
over the Lady Orioles, last 
Tuesday afternoon (Sept. 22).

“I wouldn’t have been able 
to score the game winning 
goal without the help of my 
teammates,” said Holden, 
who scored the second goal 
of her varsity career. “This is 
a very big win for us, espe-
cially after we lost at Pope 
Francis last week.”

The Lady Falcons game 
winning goal began with 
s o p h o m o r e  B r o o k l y n 
Manning taking the kick 
from the left corner. The ball 
was headed inside the box by 
Minnechaug senior Katelyn 
Hoar before it deflected off 
a Belchertown player. It then 
bounced to Holden who 
poked a shot into the back of 
the net past freshman goalie 
Ava Stelmokas (4 saves).

“I’ve been playing defense 
so far this season, but I was 

switched to center mid for 
today’s  game,”  Holden 
added. “I was just in the right 
place to score the goal. I also 
scored a corner kick goal last 
season against Douglas.”

It was the first time that the 
Lady Falcons (5-1) played a 
match on a grass field this 
season.

“Soccer is a complete-
ly different game on a grass 
field,” Holden said. “The 
ball bounces less and it’s a 
lot slower. Our only other 
game during the regular 
season on a grass field is at 
Longmeadow. I prefer play-
ing on a turf field.” 

Holden, who also plays 
basketball and tennis, is plan-
ning to join the Springfield 
College women’s team next 
year. This past summer 
Holden played soccer for the 
Worcester Wanderers, who 
are members of the United 
Women’s Soccer League. 
The New England Mutiny, 
who play their home matches 
at historic Lusitano Stadium 
in Ludlow, are members of 
the same league.

“Ainsley has been playing 
very well, so far this season,” 
Goncalves said. “I thought 
she was the best player on 
the field in today’s game.”

The last time that the Lady 
Falcons won a soccer match 
at Belchertown High School 
was a 1-0 victory in 2023. 
That contest took place on 
the upper field where the 
junior varsity games normal-
ly take place.

The two squads played a 
2-2 tie and a scoreless tie a 
year ago.

“I can’t remember the last 
time that we won a game on 
this field,” Goncalves said. 

B-Town girls soccer 
edged by visiting Chaug

P A L M E R  –  T h e 
Pathfinder Regional High 
School girls soccer team 
remains at .500 after scor-
ing a win and a loss during 

the past week. Last Monday 
afternoon on the grass 
behind Pathfinder,  the 
Pioneers edged Putnam 2-1. 
Lee would defeat Pathfinder 

last Tuesday 4-0 for a 2-2 
overall record. The Pioneers 
will travel to Gateway for 
a Friday evening game 
on Oct. 3 at 6 p.m. The 

Pioneers are back home to 
face Commerce at 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6.

Pioneers split another pair

Ellyana 
Lavalley 
sends 
a shot 
away.

Josephine 
Boyko 

chases 
down a 

loose ball.

Aubrey Ortiz tries to steal the ball away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Madison Boulrice punts the ball away.

Evelyn Wood looks to cut the 
ball off on defense.

Gloria Gern 
fights for the 
ball.Please see GIRLS,

 page 11
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE— Three of the pre-
vious four meetings between 
the Pathfinder Tech and Ware 
boys’ soccer teams ended in 
draws. Unlike their recent 
clashes, the first meeting of 
the 2026 campaign between 
the Bi-County East foes was 
far less suspenseful.

The  Pa th finde r  Tech 
Pioneers held a 7-0 halftime 
lead and cruised to a 10-0 
victory over the Ware Indians 
on a cool night at Veteran’s 
Field in Ware, last Tuesday. 

“We’re hoping to challenge 
for the league title this year, 
so this is a very big-league 
win for us,” said Pathfinder 
Tech head coach David 
Wilson. “Winning the league 
title is our first goal. We also 
want to qualify for both the 
Western Mass. and state tour-
naments.”

Pathfinder Tech entered 
this week’s action with a 
5-1-1 overall record and a 
3-0-1 mark against league 
opponents. The last time they 
captured the league title was 
in 2022.

The first meeting of last 
season between the two 
squads ended in a 2-2 draw.

It was their first meeting 
on the soccer pitch since 
playing a pair of ties in 2022.

Pathfinder Tech, who post-
ed a 4-0 home shutout vic-
tory over Ware in the second 
meeting of last season, was 
scheduled to host Southwick 
at Legion Field on Monday 
night. The winner of that 
contest took over sole pos-
session of first place in the 
Bi-County East standings. 

The Indians had a 1-4 
overall record and a 1-3 
league record following last 
Tuesday’s home loss.

“We’re a young team this 
year,” said Ware head coach 
Charlene Vallee. “I just want 
my players to keep getting 
better in every game that we 

play.” 
The last time that the 

Indians defeated the Pioneers 
on the soccer pitch was a 4-3 
win during the 2015 regular 
season. 

Two of the players listed 
on the Pathfinder Tech soccer 
roster are from Ware. They 
are freshman Noah Lane and 
junior Ian LaPete. The duo 
are reserve defenders, and 
they saw some action during 
the second half.

“This was a home coming 
game for both Noah and Ian,” 
Wilson said. “They enjoyed 
playing in front of their fami-
ly and friends.”

The Pathfinder Tech boys’ 
soccer team has maintained 
a co-op with Palmer High 
School for the past sever-
al years. The three players 
from Palmer High are sopho-
more Abees Castillo-Clotter, 
senior captain Owen Pear, 
and senior Dylan Holbrook, 
who’s a first-year member of 
the team.

During the past three 
years, Holbrook was a mem-
ber of the Palmer football 
team. 

The Panthers football team 
celebrated a 21-6 home vic-
tory over Ware last year.

Because the Panthers only 
fielded a j.v. football team 
this fall, Holbrook decided to 
join the soccer team.

“I was disappointed when 
I found out that we weren’t 
going to have a varsity foot-
ball team this year,” said 
Holbrook, who’s a starting 
defender. “I decided to try 
something new, and these 
guys have welcomed me 
in. It feels very nice to win 
another game against Ware.”

Holbrook also plays bas-
ketball and baseball for 
Palmer High School. 

“It’s going to be a lot of 
fun playing basketball and 
baseball against Pathfinder,” 
Holbrook said. “I’m really 
looking forward to it.” 

During the fourth minute 

of last Tuesday’s match, the 
Pioneers scored a free kick 
goal.

The kick was taken from 
the right sideline by Pear and 
Holbrook headed the ball 
into the left corner of the net 
past Ware freshman goalie 
Mason Gagne (23 saves). 

It was Holbrook’s first goal 
of the season.

“Dylan is a very coachable 
kid,” Wilson said. “He plays 
defense, which seems to be 
a good fit for him. He’s back 
there with his buddy Owen 
Pear.”

The other two Pioneers 
starting defenders are senior 
captain Ian Sauri-Nieves and 
senior William ‘Carl’ Wright. 

Pathfinder Tech sophomore 
goalie Elijah Hodge made 
eight saves in posting his 
third consecutive shutout.

The visitors from Palmer 
took a 2-0 lead five minutes 
later when senior captain 
Cayden Bousquet bounced a 
shot into the left corner for 
an unassisted goal.  

Bousquet, who lives in 
Belchertown, has accounted 
for 16 of the Pioneers’ first 
25 goals this season.

He scored two more goals 
during the first half and 
recorded his fourth hat-trick.

“We’ve been playing very 
well as a team so far this 
year,” said Bousquet, who 
finished the match with a 
season-high five goals. “I’ve 
been on a roll offensively and 
I’m hoping to keep it going. 
We’ve never lost against 
Ware.”

The Indians closed out the 
opening half with two goals 
by Pear and another one from 
sophomore Weston Letendre.

Bousquet added two sec-
ond half goals before a goal 
from Christian Ribeiro in 
the 72nd minute gave the 
Pioneers a double digit lead.

The two rivals are sched-
uled to play another night 
game at historic Legion Field 
in Palmer on October 15. 

❚ SPORTS�

Pioneers take down Ware
W E S T F I E L D  — 

Westfield State controlled 
the ball with the ground 
game  and  go t  seve r-
al key defensive stands 
as the Owls rallied, then 
held on for a 24-21 over 
Worcester State to wash 
out the Lancers’ homecom-
ing in inclement weath-
er at Coughlin Field in 
Worcester on Saturday.

Westfield fell behind 
14-0  midway through 
the second quarter, as the 
Lancers scored their second 
TD of the day with a short 
drive after the Worcester’s 
Gio Roman scooped up a 
fumble and returned it 
41 yards to the Westfield 
5-yard line, with Gavin 
Hatfield carrying it in from 
a yard out three plays later.

The Lancers had a golden 
opportunity when the Owls 
fumbled again on the next 
play from scrimmage, set-
ting Worcester up 1st and 
10 at the Westfield 24-yard 
line.   But the Westfield 
State defense promptly 
forced a 4-and out scenario, 
with Chase Goldberg sack-
ing Worcester State’s MJ 
Bakaysa to end the threat.

Buoyed by the defensive 
stop, Westfield’s offense 
marched 73 yards on 13 
plays. Quinn Sumner com-
pleted a 25-yard pass to 
Malachi Hymes on third 
down to keep the drive 
alive, and Manny Mengata 
battered his way into the 
endzone from two yards out 
to cap the drive and trim the 
lead to 14-7 after Andrew 
Currier’s extra point, and 
the teams went to the half 
with that score.

Worcester received the 
ball to start the second half, 
but the Owls defense forced 
a three and out inside the 
Lancers’  own 10-yard 
line, and a short punt gave 
the Owls the ball on the 
Worcester State 19-yard 
line.   Four plays later, 
Mengata again scored from 
two yards out and tied the 
game at 14-all.

Westfield grabbed a 
21-14 lead before the third 
quarter was out, using a 

12-play, 67-yard drive over 
6:18 that Mengata capped 
with an 8-yard touchdown 
run.

The  Owls  added  a 
21-yard field goal from 
Currier midway through the 
fourth quarter that would 
prove valuable insurance.

Worcester immediately 
answered with a 67-yard 
TD toss from Bakaysa to 
Jack Poirer, finding Poirer 
wide open deep down the 
left sideline for the score, 
trimming the lead back to 
24-21.

Wes t f i e ld ’s  de fense 
needed one more stand 
late, as the Lancers got 
to the Owls 33-yard line 
in the final minute, but 
three straight incomple-
tions included passes bro-
ken up by Westfield’s Tedi 
Hunt on second down and 
then Tom Cascio on the 
final hail mary to seal the 
win for Westfield, which 
improves to 2-2 on the sea-
son and 2-1 in MASCAC 
play.     Worcester slips to 
1-3 overall and 1-1 in the 
MASCAC.

Westfield was led by 125 
yards rushing and three 
TD’s from Mengata on 25 
carries, with Cole Ingham 
adding 57 yards on the 
ground.   Sumner complet-
ed 4-10 passes for 65 yards 
on a tough passing day, as 
a nor’easter rolled through 
southern New England with 
alternately heavy winds and 
rain.   Westfield controlled 
the time of possession bat-
tle with nearly 36 minutes 
to Worcester’s 24.

Nick Gauger led the 
Owls with eight tack-
les, with Mark Wright-
Woodhouse adding seven.     
Goldberg and Preston 
Jacoski each had a sack.

Worcester was led by 95 
yards on the ground from 
Gavin Hatfield.     Bakaysa 
finished 15-30 passing for 
204 yards.

Westfield will have its 
bye weekend next, before 
returning to action with 
a non-conference game 
against Mass Maritime on 
Oct. 10 at Alumni Field.   

Owls edge rival 
Worcester State

T-Birds 
drop 
preseason 
finale

P R O V I D E N C E , 
R.I.   -  The Springfield 
Thunderbirds dropped 
a 4-1 decision to the 
Providence Bruins on 
Saturday night in the back 
half of a two-game exhi-
bition set.

Will Cranley drew the 
net for Springfield for 
the exhibition finale and 
proved to be busy in the 
opening period, deny-
ing all 10 Bruins shots. 
Providence would open 
the scoring just 21 sec-
onds into the second as 
Robert Cronin tallied his 
second goal in as many 
nights to make it 1-0 
Bruins. 

Not to be outdone, 
Springfield captain Chris 
Wagner also tallied his 
second goal in two nights 
in the period’s final min-
ute, picking up a short-
handed tally at 19:52 and 
sending a 1-1 tie into the 
third period. 

However, the Bruins 
would regain the lead 
when Wyatt Bongiovanni 
beat Cranley at 6:58 of 
the third, making it a 2-1 
game. Springfield would 
not get any closer, with 
Loke Johansson and Ben 
Allison adding  emp-
ty-netters  with less than 
two minutes remaining to 
ice the game. 

Springfield begins the 
2026-27 regular sea-
son in Wilkes-Barre for 
a rematch of the Atlantic 
Division Finals against 
the Penguins. The puck 
drops at 6:05 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 3. 

in the first quarter.  
After the Lions offense, 

which is led by Ludlow 
junior QB Connor Sylvestre, 
was forced to punt, Kendall

scored a three yard rush-
ing touchdown pushing the 
Orioles lead to 20-0.

Junior Miles Sheldon 
recovered another fumble on 
the kickoff.

One play later, senior 
Avery Cote scored a 21 yard 
rushing touchdown for the 
Orioles. 

Ptaszkiewicz recovered a 
fumble leading to a 10-yard 
TD run by junior Brogan 
Bottari on the first play of the 
second quarter. 

Less than a minute later, 
a Sylvestre pass was tipped 
by Ptaszkiewicz and Kendall 
caught the ball at the Lions 
43.

Eleven plays later, Longley 
threw a 38-yard touchdown 
pass to Cote with 7:59 
remaining in the first half.

The Lions picked up a 
couple of first downs when 
Sylvestre completed pass-
es to senior Giovanni Perez 
and  sophomore  Mason 
Bartolucci. The drive even-
tually stalled and the Lions 
turned the ball over on 
downs.

With 2:15 left on the score-
board, a 28-yard rushing 
touchdown by Cote closed 
out the Orioles first half scor-
ing.

Because Belchertown held 
a commanding 46-0 halftime 
lead, the clock kept running 
throughout the entire second 
half.

Junior Ronan Mosher 
wrapped up the Orioles scor-
ing with a 25-yard rushing 
touchdown in the middle of 
the third quarter.

The Orioles will be look-
ing to continue their winning 
ways in their first Tri-County 
League game at Monument 
Mountain on Friday night.

The Lions will be looking 
to get into the win column 

when they battle Intercounty 
South rival Northampton in a 
road contest on Friday night.

ORIOLES from page 9

Killian Olszewski gets a point-after for the Orioles.Grayden Kendall takes a 
handoff.

Brogan Bottari tries to power 
through a defender.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Avery Cote goes on a carry.

WINCHESTER, NH – 
On Saturday, Sept. 19, six 
champions were crowned 
at Monadnock Speedway 
as the 2026 racing season 
came to an exciting conclu-
sion.

Two of the closest cham-
pionship battles entering 
the season finale belonged 
to the Brattleboro Towing 
& Recovery Pure Stocks 
and the All States Materials 
Group 604 Modifieds, with 
both titles coming down to 
the final race of the season.

In the Brattleboro Towing 
& Recovery Pure Stocks, a 
full field of cars packed the 
1/4-mile high-banked facil-
ity for the finale. Jimmy 
Zellmann entered the night 
holding just a five-point 
advantage over rookie 
Joshua Brigham.

The championship battle 
took a dramatic turn on lap 
one when a scuffle sent both 
contenders spinning, forc-
ing Zellmann and Brigham 
to restart from the rear of 
the field. With the title on 
the line, both drivers began 
working their way back 
through traffic.

At the checkered flag, 
Brigham completed an 
impressive charge through 
the field to capture the 
f ea tu r e  v i c to ry,  w i th 
Zellmann finishing second. 
Zellmann’s runner-up finish 
proved to be just enough to 
secure the 2026 Brattleboro 
Towing & Recovery Pure 
Stock Championship.

The All States Materials 
Group 604 Modified cham-
pionship battle was just as 

intense.
A n d r e w  B r o u s s e a u 

entered the night holding a 
narrow two-point advantage 
over Tyler Leary. From the 
drop of the green flag, the 
two championship contend-
ers remained close, each 
waiting for an opportunity 
to make the move that could 
decide the title.

Leary eventually slipped 
ahead of Brousseau and 
moved into second place. 
Eddie Gomarlo, competing 
in Brian Robie’s borrowed 
#25NH, ran between the 
two championship contend-
ers in third.

Brousseau repeatedly 
attempted to work under-
neath Gomarlo, knowing 
that gaining just one more 
position could make the dif-
ference in the championship 
standings. Despite several 
attempts, Brousseau was 
unable to make the pass.

When the checkered flag 
waved, Leary held onto sec-
ond place with Gomarlo fin-
ishing third and Brousseau 
behind him. The finishing 
order left Brousseau just 
two points short of earn-
ing his first champion-
ship, allowing Tyler Leary 
to capture the 2026 All 
States Materials Group 604 
Modified Championship.

In the Twin State Truck 
Services Limited Late 
Models ,  JD Stockwell 
entered the final event 
with a more comfortable 
advantage. The number of 

Six champions crowned 
in season finale 

Please see FINALE, 
page 11
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❚ SENIORS�

“I’ve watched Belchertown 
play a couple of games this 
season and they’re a very 
good team.”

The Lady Orioles had a 
4-2 overall record follow-
ing the home loss. They also 
lost at Pope Francis.

“We didn’t  play our 
best during the first half 
of today’s game,” said 
Belchertown head coach 
Kyle Thibeault. “We bat-
tled back during the second 
half and managed to tie the 
score, but they wound up 
scoring the game winning 
goal.” 

The Lady Falcons scored 
their first goal in the middle 
of the opening half. 

Hoar delivered a forward 
pass to senior Makenna 
Sacco at midfield. She then 
scored a breakaway goal 
after weaving around the 
goalie.

A little more than ten 
minutes later, a shot attempt 
taken by Minnechaug senior 
Isabella Usher bounced 
across the goal line making 
the score 2-0. Manning was 
credited with the assist.

The Lady Orioles got on 
the scoreboard ten minutes 
into the second half when 

junior Aubrey Klingensmith 
received a pass from senior 
Madelyn Philpott before 
lofting a high shot over 
sophomore goalie Isabel 
Horne (7 saves) into the 
right corner of the net.

Horne, who was look-
ing into the bright setting 
sun during the second half, 
couldn’t make the save 
on another shot attempt 
by Klingensmith during 
the 52nd minute. It was 
Klingensmith’s team-lead-
ing fifth goal of the regular 
season.  

“Aubrey is an outstand-
ing high school soccer play-
er just like her older sister, 
Avery, was,” Thibeault said. 
“They do play different 
positions.” 

Senior Morghan Litz, 
who has verbally committed 
to playing college soccer at 
Franklin Pierce University, 
was credited with the assist 
on the Lady Orioles tying 
goal. 

The match remained tied 
until Holden netted the 
game winning goal during 
the 67th minute.

The two rivals are sched-
uled to face each other 
for the second time on the 
turf field at Minnechaug 
Regional on October 15.

GIRLS from page 9

cars competing in the finale 
worked in Stockwell’s favor 
over championship challeng-
er Robert Hagar.

Stockwell capped off an 
impressive season by secur-
ing his first Twin State 
Truck Services Limited Late 
Model Championship.

The Keene Towing & 
Recovery Mini Stock cham-
pionship also entered the 
finale with Tim Paquette 
holding a  comfor table 
advantage in the standings. 
Craig Chaffee remained 
mathematically in the hunt 
but needed a larger field of 
cars to improve his chanc-
es of overcoming the points 
deficit.

Paquette finished his sea-
son in style with his first of 
the season feature victory 
and was crowned the 2026 
Keene Towing & Recovery 
Mini Stock Champion.

Rob Richardi entered the 
final event of the season 
with little pressure in the 
LaValley Building Supply 
Pro 4 Modified champion-
ship battle. Holding more 
than a 50-point advan-
tage going into the feature, 
Richardi had already put 
himself in a commanding 
position.

Although Richardi did 
not earn the victory in the 
season finale, his strong sea-
son was more than enough 
to secure the 2026 LaValley 
Building Supply Pro 4 
Modified Championship.

The Beck’s Automotive 
Pro V8 Sportsman Series 
championship was another 
close battle, with only 16 
points separating the top 
three drivers entering the 
finale.

Aaron Thompson held 
the points lead, with Chris 
Kings ley  and  S tephen 
Dubois close behind and still 
in championship contention.

During practice, Kingsley 
suffered a mechanical fail-
ure that ended his champion-
ship hopes, leaving Dubois 
as the remaining challenger 
attempting to chase down 
Thompson.

Thompson  de l ive red 
when it mattered most, fin-
ishing second in the fea-
ture and earning enough 
points to secure the 2026 
Beck’s Automotive Pro 
V 8  S p o r t s m a n  S e r i e s 
Championship.

In the Doug’s Auto Body 
Young Gun Divisions, the 
field does not compete for 
points. Staiti topped the 
season with 15 victories. 
It was great season for the 

Young competitors with 
each sharing podiun finish-
es. We can’t wait for these 
up-and-coming races to 
be back next season along 
with quite of few fresh 
faces joing the Young Gun 
Division. Great job Dylan 
Staiti, Maeve Barry, Masoon 
Bezio and Eli Elliot.

After a season filled with 
close racing, memorable 
victories and championship 
battles that came down to 
the final laps, six drivers left 
Monadnock Speedway as 
2026 champions.

Congratulations to the 
2026 Monadnock Speedway 
Champions:
•	 All States Materials 

Group 604 Modifieds 
Tyler Leary

•	 Twin State Truck Services 
Limited Late Models 
JD Stockwell

•	 Keene Towing & 
Recovery Mini Stocks 
Tim Paquette

•	 LaValley Building Supply 
Pro 4 Modifieds 
Rob Richardi

•	 Brattleboro Towing & 
Recovery Pure Stocks 
Jimmy Zellmann

•	 Beck’s Automotive Pro V8 
Sportsman Series 
Aaron Thompson

FINALE from page 10

Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 

$879
Sea Foam® 

/each

SAVE
UP TO
41%

YOUR CHOICE

SF DC14 Deep Creep Multi-Use Penetrating Lubricant
SF SF16 Motor Treatment

Country Comfort 
Luncheon

Friday, Oct. 16th at 10:30 
a.m. Enjoy cinnamon apple/
grape salad, garlic butter 
beef, roasted potatoes, rolls, 
and pumpkin dump cake for 
dessert! Doors open at 10:15 
for “Classic Country” with 
Roger Tincknell, featur-
ing songs by Johnny Cash, 
Patsy Cline, Willie Nelson, 
and more! Thank you to 
TruNorthBank for sponsor-
ing the entertainment, and 
volunteering at the event! 
We appreciate you! Call 
Stephanie 323-0420 ext 501 
starting October 1st at 9am 
to reserve a seat for this $5 
meal! Please leave a voice-
mail including your name 
and the name of one guest.

Introduction to 
EFT Meridian Tapping 
Monday, Oct. 5 at 10 a.m. 

Learn more about this simple 
self-help technique, which 
utilizes the same science 
as acupuncture, to improve 
physical and mental health! 
Facilitated by Marianne 
Reiff, Ph.D. Certified Level 
3 EFT Practitioner and GISC 
Certified Wellness Coach! 
Call Stephanie 323-0420 ext 
501 to sign-up!

Alzheimer’s Disease 
Presentation

Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 
10 a.m. The Alzheimer’s 

Associat ion and Fal lon 
Summit Eldercare PACE 
are partnering to provide an 
informative program to help 
you navigate memory loss 
as a caregiver. Join them to 
learn more about the disease, 
warning signs, and resourc-
es in our community. Light 
refreshments to be served. 
Call Stephanie 323-0420 ext 
501 to sign up!

8-Week Introduction to 
Meditation Course 

Fridays at 1 p.m. start-
ing Oct. 2 (10/2-11/20) 
Mindfulness meditation skills 
teach us to be fully present 
in the moment, and, when 
practiced regularly, help 
decrease stress levels and 
improve general well-being 
and health. This course will 
be taught by Magda Bechar, 
retired nursing professor, 
who has taught meditation 
and stress reduction skills 
to diverse groups for many 
years. FREE to attend, but 
space is limited. Please call 
Stephanie to sign up 323-
0420 ext 501

Sand for Seniors 
Winter weather will be 

here soon! TRIAD volunteers 
will deliver buckets of salt/
sand mixture to participants 
on Wednesday, October 7th 
from 10am-12pm. To sign up 
for the program, please call 
323-0420 ext 504 no later 

than 10/2.

Halloween Brunch 
Join the fun on Friday, Oct. 

30 at 11:30 a.m. for Mariah’s 
famous “BOO”berry French 
Toast! Wear a costume and 
get a FREE lunch ticket to 
use another day! Call Kim 
323-0420 ext 508 to sign up 
for this $3.00 meal!

Chasing Spirits 
Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 2 

p.m. Join East Coast Spirit 
Chasers NE for a dive into 
the world of the paranor-
mal. Hear about the different 
types of haunts, see equip-
ment used in an investiga-
tion and see what a com-
mand center set up looks 
like. Also see clips of poten-
tial evidence collected from 
multiple locations including 
the SK Pierce Mansion in 
Gardner MA, Warren House 
in CT and many residen-
tial cases. Free to attend, 
but space is limited. Call 
Stephanie 323-0420 ext 501 
to sign up!

Flu Vaccine Clinic 
Our friend, John Ochs 

from Belchertown Stop and 
Shop, will be offering a flu 
vaccine clinic at the Senior 
Center on Tuesday, Oct. 
6th from 9-11:30 a.m. Call 
Stephanie 323-0420 ext 501 
to make an appointment, and 
to obtain required paperwork. 

*Walk ins welcome with the 
understanding that there may 
be extended wait times.

Wholefood Plant-Based 
Group 

Oct .  15  a t  10  a .m. , 
Wholefood Plant-Based 
Group will welcome spe-
cial guest, Julie O’Connor! 
Julie will  present “The 
Power  of  Your  Pla te” , 
which will include a cook-
ing demonstration and sam-
ples! Julie is a licensed Food 
for Life instructor with the 
Physician’s Committee for 
Responsible Medicine. All 
of the recipes discussed and 
prepared are strictly whole-
food, plant-based and low fat.

Old Photos on Display
During some recent closet 

clean-out, we found stacks 
of photo albums, containing 
photos of our Senior Center 
activities, dating back to 
the early 1980’s. We’ll have 
these photos on display in 
our main lobby during our 
Open House on September 
25th, and for the entire 
month of October. We wel-
come you to flip through 
them, and take a walk down 
memory lane!

Exercise/Health Classes 
NO Sign-Up required for 

Tai Chi, HBB, Bootcamp 
or Line Dancing! Tai Chi 
Tues/Fri 10 a.m. (outdoors) 

Suggested Donation $.50  
Healthy Bones & Balance 
Tues and Thurs 9:15 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Suggested 
Donat ion $ .50 Boomer 
Bootcamp Mondays at 3 
p.m. $5/class– (paid week-
ly) Beginner Line Dancing 
Wednesdays at12:30 p.m. 
$5 /c lass - (pa id  week ly )                                                      
Sign-up required for Yoga. 
Call 323-0420 ext 501 or 
email SFraleigh@belcher-
town.org                   Yoga 
Mon/Wed/Fri 9:30 a.m. $5/
class (paid monthly)

Giving Tree 
Again this year, the Senior 

Center will be offering a 
Giving Tree program, where 
community members will 
have the opportunity to select 
a gift request from the holi-
day tree in our lobby to pur-
chase gifts for older adults 
in need. To nominate your-
self or a loved one to be the 
recipient of holiday gifts, 
call Stephanie at 323-0420 
ext 501, stop by the Senior 
Center, or email SFraleigh@
belchertown.org no later 
than Nov. 21. We will need 
the name, address,  and 
phone number of the recip-
ient, as well as a short wish 
list. Nominations should 
be for older adults living in 
Belchertown only. Receipt of 
gifts is not guaranteed, and 
will be dependent on com-
munity support.

Belchertown Senior
 Center Menu 

Congregate meals are 
served daily Monday-Friday 
at 11:30 a.m. There is a vol-
untary, confidential, sug-
gested meal donation of $3 
for Age 60+, and a required 
charge of $6 for those under 
60 ($8 for large parties) 
Anyone under 60 is required 
to check in, and pay Katy 
Martin upon arrival. Call 
Kim 323-0420 ext 508 to 
sign up or cancel.

1 American Chop Suey
2 Broccoli Quiche
5 Chicken Cordon Bleu
6 Lasagna
7 Salisbury Steak
8 Sloppy Joes
9 Dijon Chicken
12 CLOSED- Indegenous 

People Day
13 Chicken Broccoli & 

Cheese
14 Spaghetti
15 Beef Pot Pie
16  Coun t ry  Comfor t 

Luncheon (MOW Hot Dog)
19 Mac & Cheese
20 Sweet & Sour Pork
21 Chicken Pot Pie
22 Kielbasa
23 Cranberry Chicken
26 Teriyaki Chicken
27 Chili
28 Pork Roast
29 Cheese Pizza
30 “Boo”berry French 

Toast

Belchertown Senior Center announces October 2026 Programs	

Irish Comedy 
Show coming
 to Wilbraham 

W I L B R A H A M — T h e 
Fr i ends  o f  Wi lb raham 
Seniors  wi l l  be  spon-
soring popular  comedy 
show “JOKES MY IRISH 
FATHER TOLD ME” on 
Friday evening Oct. 2. 

Come relax and enjoy an 
evening from a much-need-
ed break from everyday rou-
tines. Comedian Dave Kane, 
who portrayed Fr. Patrick 
Aloysius in the comedy show 
“Misgivings” last year will 
have you laughing at his one 
lines and jokes. 

Last year this show was 
a sellout, and this one is 
expected to as well. 

Tickets are only $20 and 
are on sale at the Wilbraham 
S e n i o r  C e n t e r ,  2 5 0 
Springfield St, Wilbraham, 
MA. Doors open 6:30 p.m. 
Limited seating. 

All tickets must be pur-
chased in advance. Stop in 
today. No reservations. No 
holds. 

For more information on 
either event, contact Matt 
Villamaino 413-896-2206 or 
visit the 
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Stars, Stripes Stars, Stripes 
          &           & Fair NightsFair Nights

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Green Acres Equestrian Center LLC walked in the parade as did some of their horses. Buck, a mascot for Country Bank and representing the Woo Sox, walked and greeted the crowd 

during the parade.

The Belchertown Fair is coordi-
nated by volunteers and Friends of 
the Fair, a non-profit organization 
designed to raise funds for the fair 
and the parade. 

The parade took place on 
Saturday, highlighting town depart-
ments, businesses, organizations, 
schools from Belchertown and 
beyond. Many floats showed both 
Belchertown Fair and America250 
spirit. 

Parade participants waved and 
handed out candy to the crowd who 
surrounded Main Street to witness 
the attraction that has been an essen-
tial piece of the annual fair. 

The Exhibit Hall across the com-
mon was open with a wide variety 
of categories featuring the work of 
youth and adult entrants. There were 
over 1,000 entries featured.

The Belchertown Fair started as 
an agricultural gathering over a cen-
tury and half ago. It continues to 
feature new and returning vendors 
on the common as well as agricul-
tural booths, food tents, attractions, 
games and amusement park rides. 

The fair counts on its volunteers 
for support. To become a volunteer, 
visit www.btownfair.com/volun-
teers/.

FAIR from page 1

Cub Scouts from St. Francis Pack 507 are shown during the parade.

Footloose School of Dance 
celebrated its 30th anniversary 
during the Belchertown Fair 
and Parade. 

The wagon of Austin Ridge Acres rolled down Main Street with riders handing out candy to the 
crowd.

Country Bank employees marched in the parade with their branded truck following.

A miniature tank represented Aqua Vitae Woodworks. 

Tall Tree Landscape LLC marched in the parade with several 
of their trees on a float. A lumberjack waved from the top of 
one of the trees. 

Riders from the Mill Valley Snow-
mobile Club arrived at the parade 
and were ready for the snowfall. 

A parade of tractors 
made its way toward 

the common. 

A dance performance was given by the BGA Eagles Youth Football and Cheer during the 
Belchertown Fair parade. 

★★★
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Stars, Stripes Stars, Stripes 
          &           & Fair NightsFair Nights

Students represented the Belcher-
town High School Class of 2028 

during the Belchertown Fair.

The exhibit hall displayed entries at the 167th Belchertown Fair. 

Alegria Dance & Fitness of Ludlow 
participated in the parade. 

Friends of the Clapp Memorial Library walked in the parade. 

The Belchertown Fire Department marched in 
the parade with the vintage fire engine truck 
leading the way. 

LEFT: Complete Septic Service LLC of Belcher-
town drove during the parade with one mem-
ber launching T-shirts into the crowd. 

A float by Ludlow Hockey was decorated with stars, stripes, sticks and dreams. Parade partici-
pants tossed candy into the crowd. 

As part of celebrating America’s 250th 
anniversary year, this year’s fair theme 
was Stars, Stripes & Fair Nights. 

The Melha Shriners’ miniature rigs 
found their way down Main Street. 

Dogs from Harmony Acres Personalized Dog Training marched in the parade along with their handlers. 
The school band of Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical High 
School performed during the parade and showed Pioneer spirit. 
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

REMOTE CONTROL RECLINER 
FOR SALE — BROWN — Leg lift, back 
goes back straight, lumbar with heat, cup 
holders. purchased March 2025  - Ramour 
& Flanagan - asking $500.00. Excellent 
condition, no delivery available; text/call 
413-246-8301.

ESTATE SALE
MOVING/ESTATE SALE

Everything Must go. 
9 North Blandford Road, 

Blandford
0CT 2-4TH.  9AM-5PM

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD, (1.5- 2 
YRS) Stored inside off the ground. 
Cut, split, free delivery within 10 miles. 
$350 per cord. Call 413-218-3918.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Haley Remodeling offering financing. 
Windows, siding, granite counters, heat & 
ac mini splits, composite & pressure treat-
ed decks. 413-563-2229, Tim.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates/fully 
insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Henry’s Tree Service LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen & Military Dis-

counts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 413-218-
2321

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR SALE
Duplex for sale at

812/814 East Street Ludlow.  

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1 
½ baths, private basements, gas heat and 
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with 
nearby schools and close access to the 
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates.  Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS–IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000. 

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful, 
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
• All utilities included
• Full kitchen access
• Laundry access
• Pets welcome
• Quiet, welcoming setting
• Ideal for traveling professionals
     or temporary stays.

For rates, availability 
and more information

call Teri, 413-381-7950

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, 
Toys, Games, coins, sterling, 
Glassware, Silver-plated items, 
watches, Musical instruments, 
typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire 
department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, 
books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and 
more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)
(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Contact Jordan at jconrad@turley.com or 413.283.8393

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help
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Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 

15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 

( 4 13 )586-8500 
Docket No. 

HS23P0505EA
Estate of: 

Carrie Marie Trombly 
Also known as: 

C. Marie Trombly 
Date of Death: 03/11/2023 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Lori A. 
Carver of Belchertown, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Lori A. Carver of Belchertown, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve on the bond in unsuper-

vised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 11/04/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 

to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: September 25, 2026   

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

10/01/2026

Town of Granby
Board of Health

After a posted public hearing, 
the Granby Board of Health ad-
opted an emergency regulation 
on August 25, 2026.

Pursuant to Chapter 111, Sec-
tion 31 of the Massachusetts 
General Laws, the following 
emergency regulation is hereby 
promulgated.

The purpose of the regulation 
is to maintain the health and 
safety of Town residents.

The emergency regulation 
reads as follows:

All Commercial Noxious 

Food Waste Compost Operations 
shall maintain a minimum hori-
zontal setback distance of seven 
hundred fifty feet (750) from any 
dwelling unit.  

Noxious Food Waste (“NFW”) 
is defined as that including 
meats, fish, entrails, dairy prod-
ucts, and other noxious organic 
food waste.

This setback requirement shall 
not apply to purely plant-root 
based compost operations.

All NFW facilities shall ob-
tain an operating permit from the 
Board of Health prior to com-
mencing operations.

This regulation takes effect 
immediately.

A permanent, comprehensive 

regulation superseding this emer-
gency declaration will be devel-
oped as soon as practicable.  

William Shaheen
Lee Lalonde

Mael Walkowiak
Granby Board of Health               

25 August 2026
10/01/2026

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. “Wicker Man” actor Nic
  5. Protection
  8. Cloth worn over a 

shoulder
 12. Ceramic jars
 14. Midway between 

northeast and east
 15. South American 

hummingbird
 16. Platforms
 18. Taxi
 19. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
 20. A citizen of Yemen
 21. Military mailbox
 22. Nuclear near reach 

weapon
 23. Clears
 26. Broken
 30. Actress Lathan
 31. Avid fan

 32. One and only
 33. Proceeding
 34. River in Portugal and 

Spain
 39. Doctor of Education
 42. Defeat handily
 44. Less complicated
 46. Handyman tools
 47. Written works
 49. Castle dweller’s safety 

net
 50. Honorable title 

(Turkish)
 51. Greatest
 56. Can do
 57. A place to sleep on 

the road
 58. Member of U.S. Navy
 59. 24-hour units of time
 60. Actor Horsley
 61. In a way, sounds off
 62. Formerly (archaic)

 63. Eye infection
 64. Plundered

CLUES DOWN
  1. William __, Buffalo Bill
  2. Wings
  3. Candle or lantern
  4. Freedom from difficulty
  5. A type of pie
  6. Metrical foot
  7. __ Kerr, actress
  8. Nap
  9. Popular singer Bocelli
 10. Immune responses
 11. “Mad Men” leading man
 13. A citizen of Senegal
 17. Philly basketball player
 24. Not even
 25. Measures wind speed
 26. Insecticide
 27. Jordan glided through it
 28. Bird-like dinosaur genus

 29. Expression of 
satisfaction

 35. Big Blue
 36. One point east 

(clockwise) of due north
 37. Of she
 38. Oral rehydration solution
 40. Knocks off course
 41. Popular cop show of 

yesteryear
 42. Zhou dynasty state
 43. Genus of gulls
 44. Onion flatbreads
 45. Declare as true
 47. Of a lobe
 48. Missouri county
 49. Produced
 52. Volcanic crater
 53. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 54. KU hoops coach Bill
 55. Check for

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

in about three weeks to a month before 
planting is a good plan. 

Another thing that occurred to me 
while I was sowing the rye was seed 
saving. I purposely left what was left 
of my first sowing of green beans to go 
to seed.  

I harvested all of the dried pods and 
will shuck them later, once I am sure 
that they are fully dry.

Finally, a bit of housekeeping to fin-
ish out my scurrying around.  I collect-
ed my black plastic mulch, row covers 
and insects netting. I will hose off the 
black plastic, cinch up holes in the net-
ting, and assess what I can salvage of 
my aging row covers .  

I’ve smartened up and finally labeled 
what I use for what crop. For example, 
my number of cantaloupe/watermelon 
hills will likely remain the same, so 
reusing the same plastic mulch in that 
spot next year is a good plan.

With the storm behind us now, I can 
go back to a less frantic approach to 
garden clean up. Enjoy the fall foliage 
as you embark on your own work.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
34 years she has held the position of 
staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

GARDEN from page 6

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League

WARE – Week three 
of the Bondsville League 
at Roll-A-Way Lanes has 
completed with an early 
race for first place suprem-
acy. 

Spare Parts has held on 
to first place since the start 
of the season and has a 
record of 16-5 after three 
weeks. 

The Cannonballs have 
improved to 15-6 and now 
lead in the east division 
and are in second place, 
overall. 

During week three, 
C a n n o n b a l l s  b ow l e d 
against Spare Tires. In 
game one, Cannonballs 
defeated Spare Tires by a 
score of 485-447. 

In game two,  Tony 
Burke of Spare Tires 
scored well over his league 
average with 104 to give 
his team a 474-460 victory. 

I n  g a m e  t h r e e , 
Cannonballs held onto 
a slim lead and defeat-

ed Spare Tires 448-443. 
Cannonballs won total pin-
fall 1393-1364 and won 
five points. 

The Pincesses bowled 
against the Rollies during 
week three. In game one, 
Rollies beat Pincesses 460-
435. Ron Gouin of Rollies 
bowled best with 125. 

I n  g a m e  t w o ,  t h e 
Pincesses outscored Rollies 
465-429. Keith Ferenz 
broke the century mark 
with an even 100. Gouin 
continued to bowl well 
with 118 in game two. 

In game three, Rollies 
won the last game with a 
score of 450-431. Gouin 
finished with 114 and a 
three-game series of 357, 
his highest of the season. 

The final score was 
1339-1331 in favor of 
Rollies who improve to a 
record of 7-14. 

Fire Mountain bowled 
against P&J Meats during 
week three. In game one, 
Fire Mountain defeated 
P&J Meats with a score of 
450-429. Rick Trott of Fire 
Mountain started off the 
strongest with 117. 

In game two, P&J Meats 

bounced back with a win 
over Fire Mountain 435-
410. Shaun Midura of P&J 
Meats scored 113. 

In game three,  Fire 
Mountain won the last 
game with a score of 441-
424. Midura finished with 
102 and 314 for series. 

The final score was 
1301-1288 in favor of Fire 
Mountain, who are at 9-12 
after three weeks. 

T h e  S l ow  B u r n e r s 
bowled agains t  Night 
Hawks during week three. 
In game one, Slow Burners 
defeated Night Hawks with 
a score of 451-439. 

Night Hawks’ Gavin 
Sinclair began with 110, 
and Scott Radisic of Slow 
Burners began with 101. 

In game two, Night 
Hawks managed to win by 
a score of 453-417. Darryl 
Sinclair of Night Hawks 
scored 129 to help his team 
win and take back the lead 
after two games. 

In game three, Slow 
Burners rallied to win by a 
score of 479-424. Radisic 
finished with 130 for a 
three-game series of 333. 
His teammate, Nathan 

Orszulak finished with 108. 
G. Sinclair also scored 

108 for a series of 319. D. 
Sinclair had an off game of 
93 and a series of 323. 

The final score was 
1347-1316 in favor of Slow 
Burners. 

The Ironmen bowled 
against Flaming Bowling 
Balls during week three. 
In game one, Flaming 
Bowling Balls took an 
early lead to beat Ironmen 
477-471.  

Ryan McCarthy of FBB 
started strong with 116. 
Ironmen’s Billy Brunk had 
a strong start with 123. 

In game two, it came 
down to the last ball as 
Ironmen pulled off a two-
pin victory (454-452) over 
FBB. Brunk was shooting 
at the 1-6-10 leave and took 
out two pins in his final 
roll to win the game for his 
team. Brunk scored 106 in 
game two. 

In game three, Ironmen 
won the last game by 
a  s co re  o f  456 -441 . 
Ironmen’s Ryan Drago fin-
ished with 113 while Brunk 
scored 102 on his way to 
a 331 series. McCarthy 

scored 104 for 311. 
Ironmen won five points 

with a final score of 1381-
1370. 

Spare  Par t s  bowled 
against Zeke’s Freaks on 
lanes 13 and 14 at Roll-A-
Way Lanes. In game one, 
Spare Parts scored big and 
won by a score of 506-484. 

Spare Parts  bowlers 
Steven Daniel, John Jebb 
and Jared Demitri had 
scores of 118, 111 and 120 
to start the match. 

Kevin Krasnecky of 
Zeke’s  Freaks s tar ted 
strong with 115. 

In game two, it was 
Zeke’s Freaks’ turn to 
string up some solid scores 
as they won 515-452. 
Krasnecky scored 127, 
Zeke Sicard scored 100 
and Pete Ducharme scored 
106. 

In game three, Zeke’s 
Freaks won again by 
a  sco re  o f  464-423 . 
Krasnecky finished with 
109 and a three-game 
series of 351. 

The final score was 
1463-1381 in favor of 
Zeke’s Freaks who are now 
13-8. 

Candlepin League News
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

The Only Door You’ll Ever Need.™Therma-Tru is the #1 selling fiberglass entry door in America1—and for good reason.  

With over 60 years of engineering expertise, our complete door systems are designed  

to perform and built to impress. Tested beyond industry standards for durability  

and backed by industry-leading warranties, Therm-Tru doors deliver the style 

homeowners want.

PROVEN TO PERFORM, PROTECT AND PRESERVE

The only door you’ll ever need.™

America’s #1 Fiberglass
Entry Door—Built for Remodelers 

1Based on 2024 Market Data

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.


