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Boards
adopt
financial
policies

Split over how to
spend $340,896
surplus

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN —
Town officials adopted
three new financial poli-
cies but deadlocked over
how to spend a $340,896
state aid surplus during a
two-hour joint meeting of
the Select Board, School
Committee and Finance
Committee on Sept. 14,
exposing tensions over
whether a long-standing
70/30 town-school funding
split should apply to unex-
pected revenue.

Surplus fails on 2-3 vote
Town Accountant and
Finance Director Jill
Messier told the boards
the final state budget deliv-
ered $571,502 more than
the governor’s proposal
Belchertown had budget-
ed against — $377,452
in additional estimated
receipts plus $125,119
in reduced assessments.
Of that, $161,675 is
school choice money
that flows directly to the
school department, leav-
ing $340,896 available for
appropriation.

Please see POLICIES,

page 5

Christopher Heights
honors first responders

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN -
Christopher Heights Assisted
Living Center was host to
an annual cookout honoring
first responders on Sept. 9.
The Honoring Our Heroes
cookout was held in memo-
ry of September 11 and as a
way to connect Belchertown
police, fire and EMS depart-
ments with the local commu-

nity.

“l sent a couple of our
residents out to talk to the
fire department and the
police department,” said
Christopher Heights Director
of Admissions and Marketing
Lorna Stone.

The cookout was held on
the assisted living center
premises and offered a spe-

Please see GOOKOUT,
page 4

Fire Chief John
Ingram shares a

moment with a
smiling resident.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Police support dog Oliver.
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Sports Haven project
runs $1.5M short

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN —
The Select Board received
an update that the Sports
Haven Mobile Home
Community is $1.5 million
short. The update was pro-
vided by the Pioneer Valley
Planning Commission at its
meeting Sept. 8.

Erica Johnson of the
Pioneer Valley Planning
Commission told the
board during a public per-
formance hearing that the
Community Development
Block Grant project at
the Sports Haven Mobile
Home Community remains
roughly $1.5 million short.

The town received
$1.35 million in the most
recent block grant - across
two CDBG awards, three
state DEP grants, one EPA
award and two Community
Preservation Committee
appropriations, the proj-
ect has secured $3.8 mil-
lion. Initially estimated at
about $2 million, it is now
expected to exceed $5 mil-
lion.

Town Manager Steve
Williams put the gap at a
$1.2 million construction
deficit plus about $200,000
for engineering and over-
sight, “probably closer to
$1.5 million with inflation.”

The new well has been
online since 2023, Johnson
said, and water piping, the
water tank, an emergency
generator and septic lines
are installed, with the road-
way paved. The septic sys-
tem itself is unfinished:

Williams said no residents

are connected, the final dis-
posal system has not been
built and treatment tanks
are not installed, leaving
households on failing pri-
vate septic systems.

Two requests are pend-
ing: a USDA earmark
sought through Sen.
Elizabeth Warren’s office
and a One Stop for Growth
application under the com-
munity housing program.

Either of the two requests
would get the project “over
the finish line,” Johnson
said, with decisions expect-
ed this fall. Completion is
“money dependent” and at
least another year out.

Williams said even
prompt funding would push
construction to spring.

Johnson said residents
will have usable water ser-
vice in the interim, no town
tax dollars fund the work
and long-term maintenance
will be the park’s respon-
sibility.

No written public com-
ment was received.

Opioid settlement funds:
$61,611 approved, fami-
ly-support program still a
concept

The board unanimously
approved $61,611.36 from
opioid settlement funds to
supplement the school dis-
trict’s federal Drug-Free
Communities grant.

Gail Gramarossa, chair
of the Opioid Settlement
Bond Committee, said the
federal award was renewed
at $125,000 a year for five
years and its fiscal year

Please see SPORTS
HAVEN, page 3

Town to mark America’s 250th with fireworks, community celebration

BELCHERTOWN—The
Town of Belchertown will
mark the 250th anniver-
sary of American indepen-
dence with Red, White &
Belchertown, a free com-
munity celebration and fire-
works display Thursday,

Sept. 24, at the Chestnut Hill
Recreation Area, 59 State
Street.

The event is free and open
to all.

Parking lots open at 4:45
p.m. Food trucks and activ-
ities begin at 5 p.m., for-

mal programming begins at
6 p.m., and fireworks will
begin around 8 p.m.

The celebration draws on
a specific chapter of local
history. In the spring of
1776, Massachusetts asked
towns whether they’d sup-

port independence. On June
25, Belchertown’s town
meeting voted yes — nine
days before the Continental
Congress adopted the
Declaration of Independence
in Philadelphia.

“By June 1776, our town

had already been sup-
porting the war effort for
more than a year, since the
Lexington Alarm. Over the
course of the war, about 200
Belchertown men served,
and many more played a part
keeping that effort going

at home.” Allegra Giovine,
US 250 Task Force member
and an archivist at the Stone
House Museum said.

The program will feature
the national anthem per-

Please see AMERICA’S
250TH, page 3

Friends of Granby’s Elderly
host Annual Fall Picnic

Christine Lindsay poses with her prize.

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The annual
Friends of Granby’s Elderly
Picnic was held at Dufresne
Park on Sept. 17. The event
served box lunches com-
plete with a ham or turkey
sandwich, a bag of chips,
potato salad and a brown-
ie. Additional refreshments
served were canned soda,
bottled water, watermelon
slices and an assortment of
cookies for dessert.

“We work hand in hand
with the Council on Aging
to do events like this pic-
nic and the concert series in
the summer,” said Friends
of Granby’s Elderly Vice-
Chairman Don Lindsay. “We
are dedicated to serving the
senior citizens of Granby.”

Don became aware of the
organization, which is sepa-
rate from the Granby Council
on Aging, due to his affilia-
tion with the senior center.
He began as a volunteer help-
ing once a week with lunch

Please see ANNUAL
PICNIC, page 8

New coffee business raises funds
to support animal shelters

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN — New
Wilbraham coffee roast-
ing business One Eyed
Wanda’s has partnered with
Belchertown hair salon
Looks To Kill to raise funds
to help regional animal shel-
ters. The fundraiser is set to

go throughout the month of
September or until all coffee
at the location is sold.

“A couple of our vol-
unteers are part of Better
Together Dog Rescue,” said
Looks To Kill owner Jody
Turk.

Turk mentioned the hair
salon already donated “peri-
odically” to the animal shel-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
A pair of fundraiser supporters pose for the camera.

ter and planned on putting
up signs to help spread the
word. The new coffee busi-
ness was brought to her
attention through a social
media challenge, which
prompted the hair salon
owner to reach out and buy
all 40 bags.

“Jodi’s amazing,” said One
Eye Wanda Coffee Roasters’
business owner Michael
Branchesi. “Jodi’s been fol-
lowing us since day one and
I posted a little challenge at
the end of August to sell 40
bags to raise $200 more for
the Thomas J. O’ Connor
animal shelter.”

One Eye Wanda Coffee
Roasters is a non-profit and
donates its proceeds to local
animal shelters. A lifelong
hobbyist coffee roaster,
Branchesi stated his rescue
cat, Wanda, was his inspira-
tion to start the business.

“Wanda is the face of the
company. Wanda’s every-
thing. Every decision we
make is always inspired by
Wanda,” Branchesi said.
Adopted by both him and
his girlfriend “about a year

Please see ANIMAL
SHELTER, page 7
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= Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by

dlandgtree.com
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish announces Scramble
Golf Tournament to support new parish center

BELCHERTOWN—St.
Francis of Assisi Parish is
excited to announce its
upcoming Scramble Golf
Tournament to raise funds
for the construction of a
new Parish Center on their
Jabish Street campus. The
tournament will take place
at Cold Spring Country Club
in Belchertown on Oct. 17,
with registration check-in
beginning at 7:30 a.m. and a
shotgun start at 8:30 a.m.

Pre-registration is
required.

This event is made possi-
ble thanks to the generosi-
ty of our Platinum Sponsor:

Window World of Western
Mass.

Participants will enjoy a
day of golf, including a con-
tinental breakfast and lunch.
The entry fee is $150 per
person or $600 per four-
some, which covers golf,
cart, and lunch.

In addition to some excit-
ing playing prizes, the
tournament will feature a
$10,000 hole-in-one prize.

Local businesses are
encouraged to consider
sponsoring a tee or green,
with sponsorship informa-
tion available on the tourna-
ment entry form.

Entry forms can be
found on the St. Francis
of Assisi Parish website at
Stfrancisbelchertown.com,
as well as at Cold Spring
Country Club, the Gathering
Space at St. Francis Church,
the parish office on Park
Street, and Bell & Hudson
Insurance Agency.

Join us for a day of fun,
fellowship, and fundraising
to support our community’s
new Parish Center.

For more information
contact James Phaneuf,
Tournament Director,
Tel. 413-219-3874,
Jrphaneuf55 @gmail.com

AMERICA’S 250TH

from page 1

formed by Laura Hicks,
a welcome from Select
Board Chair Whitney Jorns-
Kuhnlenz, songs from Swift
River Elementary School
first and second graders led
by Geoff Gould, recogni-
tion of the Red, White and
Belchertown Essay Contest
winners, and remarks from
Massachusetts state offi-
cials. The Belchertown
Community Band will per-
form throughout the eve-
ning.

Bob Lewis of the
Belchertown Historical
Commission will read
from the Declaration of
Independence as the town
crier, with booklets pro-
vided by the Betty Allen
Chapter, National Society
Daughters of the American
Revolution, so attendees can
follow along. The Pomeroy
Chapter, Massachusetts
Society of Sons of the
American Revolution,
will honor Belchertown’s
Revolutionary War veter-
ans in a tribute closing with
a musket fire salute. Tom
Stockton, president of the
Belchertown Historical
Association, will close the
program with “Good Old
Belchertown.”

Throughout the evening,
attendees may sign the
Community Scroll, a dec-
laration written by and for
the people of Belchertown
that will be sealed into the
town’s US250 time cap-
sule later this year. Games
including kickball, cornhole,
whiffleball and soccer will
be available on the field,
with equipment provided
and no sign-up required.
Five food trucks will serve
beginning at 5 p.m.: Amy’s
Lemonade Stand, Batch
Ice Cream, MVP Eats,
Say Cheese and Egg Roll
Revolution.

Children are invited to
help create a communi-
ty banner for the US250

wall, an activity orga-
nized with the Clapp
Memorial Library and Youth
Services Director Jennifer
Whitehead. Cupcakes for
ages 18 and younger, donat-
ed by the culinary arts pro-
gram at Pathfinder Regional
Vocational Technical High
School, will be available
while supplies last.

“We wanted a night where
people could show up when-
ever they’re able, find some-
thing to do and stay as long
as they like. Bring a chair,
grab dinner from a truck, get
in a pick-up game. That’s
the whole idea.” Recreation
Director Kyle Thibeault

Parking and site
information

Parking is free at four
locations: Chestnut Hill
Community School and
Recreation Area, 59 State
Street; Belchertown Senior
Center, 60 State Street;
Swift River Elementary
School, 57 State Street; and
Belchertown High School,
142 Springfield Road. The
high school lots may be
entered only through the
parking lots at 57 and 59
State Street.

All vehicles must be
parked in a marked lot.
Parking is not permit-
ted along Route 202, State
Street. Accessible parking
is available in the main lot
at 59 State Street. Parking
will be managed by the
Belchertown High School
girls soccer team, and
donations will be accepted
to defray the cost of future
fireworks events.

Attendees are asked to
leave pets, alcohol, tents and
drones at home. Service ani-
mals are welcome. Smoking
and vaping are not permitted
anywhere on the grounds.
Blankets, folding chairs and
coolers are welcome. The
fireworks launch site and
the area surrounding it are
fenced and closed to the
public at all times, before,
during and after the display.

The musket fire salute
honoring Belchertown’s
Revolutionary War vet-
erans is loud and sudden.
Attendees with young chil-
dren or service animals are
asked to plan accordingly.

Sponsors

The celebration is fund-
ed entirely through local
business sponsorship and
community donations.
Platinum sponsors are
Window World of Western
Massachusetts and Hulmes
Transportation. Silver spon-
sors are TruNorth Bank and
Tall Tree Landscape. Bronze
sponsors are Country Bank
and TJ’s Taylor Rental.

In-kind support was
provided by Stadler Ace
Hardware, Theatrix,
Relentless Towing and
Recovery, and Pathfinder
Regional Vocational
Technical High School.

The event was orga-
nized by Belchertown’s
US250 Task Force with
the Recreation Department
and Recreation Committee,
and with the Belchertown
Historical Association, stew-
ards of the Stone House
Museum.

Also that week

The 167th Belchertown
Fair, Stars, Stripes and
Fair Nights, opens the fol-
lowing afternoon, Friday,
Sept. 25, at 3 p.m. on
the Belchertown Town
Common, 25 Park Street.

Belchertown’s US250
observance continues
through the year, including
the burial of the time cap-
sule. Additional details will
be announced at belcher-
town.org.

o('u,cg (livcotta

named 2026
Grand Marshal

BELCHERTOWN—The
Belchertown Fair and Parade
Committee is pleased to
announce Lucy Cincotta as
the 2026 Grand Marshal.
Lucy is the current holder of
Belchertown’s Boston Post
Golden Cane, an honor given
to the community’s eldest citi-
zen (having lived in town more
than 10 years), as a symbol of
respect, honor and gratitude.

The Committee hopes you’ll
celebrate and cheer her on as
she rides by.

The parade will step off at 10
a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 26, from
the intersection of Main and
State Streets, then travel north
to the intersection of Routes 9
and 202.

The Belchertown Fair web-
site has detour information and
a map.

Deadline to register to vote Oct. 24

BELCHERTOWN—From
the Town Clerk, the dead-
line to register to vote in the
upcoming November 3, 2026
State Election is Saturday,
Oct. 24, 2026.

Be sure to check your voter
registration status ahead of
time at www.mass.gov and
put “check voter registration
status” in the search bar. If
it shows that you are inac-
tive, please contact the Town
Clerk’s Office to update your
status prior to the election.

The reason voters show as
inactive is because the Town
did not receive a signed cen-
sus for 2026. If you return
your signed census each year,
your voter status will remain

active, and you will avoid
having to complete addition-
al forms at the time of vot-
ing. You can register to vote
online at www.registertovo-
tema.com.

The State has mailed out
the red “Information for
Voters” booklets to all vot-
ers in the State. This booklet
explains all 9 questions that
will appear on the Nov. 3rd
ballot. The last page of this
booklet has a tear out sheet
where you can mark your
responses ahead of time. You
are welcome to bring this
voter checklist with you to
vote, to help complete the
ballot quicker.

For the first time,

Belchertown will have a
2-page ballot. Not just a
2-sided ballot, but 2 sep-
arate pages. We do antici-
pate it taking voters longer
to mark their ballots in the
voting booths and are hoping
to shorten the time if every-
one comes prepared to vote,
instead of seeing the ques-
tions for the first time on
election day.

If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free
to contact the Town Clerk’s
Office at 413-323-0281 or
email clerk@belchertown.
org. Be sure to follow us on
Facebook for up-to-the-min-
ute information.”

SPORTS HAVEN

from page 1

shifted to July 1 to June 30.

The local money covers
additional staffing hours and
travel to a national conference
in February 2027. The district
is returning a small amount of
unspent prior-year funding.

Gramarossa reported
the settlement balance at
$239,882.91, none encum-
bered, likely not yet reflect-
ing the returned school funds.
Large settlements including
Purdue Pharma remain in liti-
gation and disbursements con-
tinue into the 2030s.

The committee also brought

ERRORS: Each advertiser is req
the first time it appears. This
more than one corrected insert]
in an advertisement to a greate

NOTICE

ested to check their advertisement
paper will not be responsible for
ion, nor will be liable for any error
r extent than the cost of the space

occupied by the item in the ad

vertisement.

a concept for a contract with
Halo, a Boston-based pro-
gram, to administer support
for Belchertown residents who
have lost a family member to
overdose, covering funeral
and burial costs and related
needs such as counseling.

Selectboard member
Nicole Miner supported
moving forward and noted
eligibility would be limit-
ed to Belchertown residents
regardless of where the death
occurred.

Selectboard member Lesa
Lessard Pearson questioned
whether a contracted admin-
istrator alone suffices, float-
ing a part-time social work-

AN A Ry

er embedded with police and
fire: “What I hate are silos.”

Miner said the fire chief has
already produced a cost-bene-
fit analysis for a paramedicine
program with a social worker
and triage nurse.

Gramarossa agreed to verify
allowable public-safety uses
with the attorney general’s
office and the state’s munici-
pal support program, consult
police and fire and return with
details. She agreed to consider
adding performance indica-
tors to the committee’s grant
application form at Lessard
Pearson’s request.
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Oct 3, 2026 from 10am to 2pm

Chicopee Moose Club
244 Fuller Road, Chicopee

Come on out and bring your classic to the annual

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

D]dies fom The Estate

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO 2Z.

All Makes & Models Car Show presented by the
Corvette Club of Western Mass.

Food, beverages, raffles, trophies and live music
provided by The Blue Groove Band.

* % $20 car entry fee & Spectators are FREE! % % %

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS,
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard
Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

NEsco SaLes™«

We Make It Easy For You!

¢ Collision Specialists

Fall Favorites: Mums, PumpRins,
Gourds, Indian Corn, Straw Bales,
Cornstalks, Fall Decorations,

Our Own: Large Cabbages, Beans, Carrots, Corn,
" Radishes, Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Pickles,
Leaf Lettuce, Beets, Scallions, Cucumbers, Apples,

RS #1688

¢ We Help with Insurance Claims!

e Free Estimates (By Appointment) e Expert Color Matching " ARE HERE! 1 (%n?{) %ulf;agsel(l;?})tgi (;‘}g(e);n,l gl;lt’t%gust Oqu(l)lgl?gns
89 %2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009 o ’ i
ost Major i

WWW.nescoautobody-com C;fcd;gg:s Route 202 309 EaSt state St., Granby Ownedy&

413-467- 3794 » www.dickinsonsfarm.com operated
Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm ¢ Sun. 8am-6pm &4

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates
Available

413-283-6403
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COOKOUT from pagel

cial menu for the occasion. Attendees
were served a banquet of grilled and
spicy chicken, watermelon feta salad and
homemade strawberry lemonade, with a
slice of banana pecan sheet cake as a des-
sert. Fire Chief John Ingram and Chief
of Police Kevin Pacunas were numbered
among the first responders who attended
the cookout.

“We actually have a commercial kitch-
en down in our basement,” Stone said
when asked who catered the event. “And
we have an executive chef and her team
prepares all the meals here at Christopher
Heights.”

The menu was a hit, with the director
herself calling it “delicious,” with the
chicken described as “moist and tender.”

A cookout honoring first responders was held at the Christo-
pher Heights Assisted Living Genter in Belchertown.
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Stone stated they never served traditional
fare during their cookouts, as they always
opted to cook something special instead.
Though the event commemorates the
9/11 tragedy, it’s rarely held on the day
itself due to the first responder’s busy
schedules. \
“Every day they’re putting their lives
on the line,” Stone said. “We just wanted
to recognize that and to say thank you
for all they do for the community and for
Christopher Heights in Belchertown.”
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SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The cookout was well attended.
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Police officers Jablonski and Fortin.

ol

do A close up of the served M
. grilled and spicy chicken.

A Christopher Heights staffer embraces a
resident.

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

Owner Residential
Mike McKenzie

MA. Lic. #15648A Commercial

Fully Insured Industrial

OSHA 10
Certified

Office: 413-213-0770

Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

SUPPORY,
THESE
HOMETOWN
3U311333 3

Neighborhood
Manketplace

locadly swned businesses here B serve you!

TILTON —
AUTOMOTIVE {(NAM)

Cuabbiutv Analytical ,, TG
L aboratory dventure Tours of Warren <K&

Sharc the Adventy

Have you tested your well water recently?
P.O. Box 1192

AutoC .
GENERAL Centor 9 Stadler Steet e —
REPAIRS We Install Only NAPA Parts BEIChertown, MA 01007 ‘
FREDERICK TILTON ROUTE 9 413-323-7134 m
Owner 3 AMHERST ROAD quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com j wollette -
323-5051 BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 Collette Vacations

Sunny Spain, Madrid, & .
H & Costa del Sol ;

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS Has This Happened fo You? October 13-26, 3027 AP e drre '

00000000000000

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ® Snow Plows ¢ Sanders ® Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867 or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

We do Wha'l' your bOdY Shop won’t! Sept. 16 .......Collette Slide Show, Hitcl;oci( Tavern é:30pm

Sept. 26 ....... Pickity Place Lunch............. $130

Body Rust * Body Rot * Frame Rust ® Chassy Work NOV. 7 .cevereeees Great Gatshy at PPAC $165

Dec.5........... Vermont Country Store with Lunch........ $175

Turn to the experts at - March 1........ 12-Night Caribbean Cruise............ from $2499

Amherst weldlng Sept. 12-18...Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park..... $5049
Welding * Fabrication ® Hydraulic Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
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Belchertown Senior Center announces
upcoming Oct. 2026 programs

Country Comfort
Luncheon

Friday, Oct. 16 at 10:30
a.m. Enjoy cinnamon apple/
grape salad, garlic butter beef,
roasted potatoes, rolls, and
pumpkin dump cake for des-
sert! Doors open at 10:15 for
“Classic Country” with Roger
Tincknell, featuring songs by
Johnny Cash, Patsy Cline,
Willie Nelson, and more!
Thank you to TruNorthBank
for sponsoring the entertain-
ment, and volunteering at the
event! We appreciate you!
Call Stephanie 323-0420 ext
501 starting October 1st at
9am to reserve a seat for this
$5 meal! Please leave a voice-
mail including your name and
the name of one guest.

Introduction to EFT
Meridian Tapping
Monday, Oct. 5 at 10 a.m.
Learn more about this sim-
ple self-help technique, which
utilizes the same science as
acupuncture, to improve
physical and mental health!
Facilitated by Marianne
Reiff, Ph.D. Certified Level
3 EFT Practitioner and GISC
Certified Wellness Coach!
Call Stephanie 323-0420 ext
501 to sign-up!

Alzheimer’s Disease
Presentation

Wednesday, Oct. 14 at
10 a.m. The Alzheimer’s
Association and Fallon
Summit Eldercare PACE
are partnering to provide an
informative program to help
you navigate memory loss
as a caregiver. Join them to
learn more about the disease,
warning signs, and resourc-
es in our community. Light
refreshments to be served.
Call Stephanie 323-0420 ext
501 to sign up.

8-Week Introduction to
Meditation Course

Fridays at 1 p.m. starting
Oct. 2 (10/2-11/20)

Mindfulness meditation
skills teach us to be fully
present in the moment, and,
when practiced regularly, help

decrease stress levels and
improve general well-being
and health. This course will
be taught by Magda Bechar,
retired nursing professor,
who has taught meditation
and stress reduction skills
to diverse groups for many
years. FREE to attend, but
space is limited. Please call
Stephanie to sign up 323-
0420 ext 501

Sand for Seniors

Winter weather will be here
soon! TRIAD volunteers will
deliver buckets of salt/sand
mixture to participants on
Wednesday, Oct. 7 from 10
am. to 12 p.m.

To sign up for the program,
please call 323-0420 ext 504
no later than Oct. 2

Halloween Brunch

Join the fun on Friday, Oct.
30 at 11:30 a.m. for Mariah’s
famous “BOO”’berry French
Toast. Wear a costume and get
a FREE lunch ticket to use
another day. Call Kim 323-
0420 ext 508 to sign up for
this $3.00 meal.

Chasing Spirits

Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 2
p-m. Join East Coast Spirit
Chasers NE for a dive into
the world of the paranormal.
Hear about the different types
of haunts, see equipment
used in an investigation and
see what a command center
set up looks like. Also see
clips of potential evidence
collected from multiple loca-
tions including the SK Pierce
Mansion in Gardner MA,
Warren House in CT and
many residential cases. Free
to attend, but space is limited.
Call Stephanie 323-0420 ext
501 to sign up.

Flu Vaccine Clinic

Our friend, John Ochs from
Belchertown Stop and Shop,
will be offering a flu vaccine
clinic at the Senior Center
on Tuesday, Oct. 6th from
9-11:30 a.m. Call Stephanie
323-0420 ext 501 to make an
appointment, and to obtain

required paperwork. *Walk
ins welcome with the under-
standing that there may be
extended wait times.

Wholefood Plant-Based
Group
Oct. 15 at 10 a.m.,

Wholefood Plant-Based
Group will welcome special
guest, Julie O’Connor! Julie
will present “The Power of
Your Plate”, which will
include a cooking demon-
stration and samples! Julie
is a licensed Food for Life
instructor with the Physician’s
Committee for Responsible
Medicine. All of the recipes
discussed and prepared are
strictly wholefood, plant-
based and low fat.

Old Photos on Display

During some recent clos-
et clean-out, we found stacks
of photo albums, containing
photos of our Senior Center
activities, dating back to the
early 1980’s. We’ll have these
photos on display in our main
lobby during our Open House
on September 25th, and for
the entire month of October.
We welcome you to flip
through them, and take a walk
down memory lane.

Exercise/Health Classes

NO Sign-Up required for
Tai Chi, HBB, Bootcamp
or Line Dancing! Tai Chi
Tues/Fri 10 a.m. (outdoors)
Suggested Donation $.50
Healthy Bones & Balance
Tues and Thurs 9:15 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. Suggested
Donation $.50 Boomer
Bootcamp Mondays at 3
p.m. $5/class— (paid week-
ly) Beginner Line Dancing
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.
$5/class-(paid weekly)
Sign-up required for Yoga.
Call 323-0420 ext 501 or
email SFraleigh@belcher-
town.org

Giving Tree
Again this year, the
Senior Center will be offer-
ing a Giving Tree program,

where community members
will have the opportunity
to select a gift request from
the holiday tree in our lobby
to purchase gifts for older
adults in need. To nomi-
nate yourself or a loved one
to be the recipient of hol-
iday gifts, call Stephanie at
323-0420 ext 501, stop by
the Senior Center, or email
SFraleigh@belchertown.org
no later than Nov. 21. We will
need the name, address, and
phone number of the recip-
ient, as well as a short wish
list. Nominations should
be for older adults living in
Belchertown only. Receipt of
gifts is not guaranteed, and
will be dependent on commu-
nity support.

Belchertown Senior
Center Menu

Congregate meals are

served daily Monday-Friday

at 11:30 a.m. There is a vol-

untary, confidential, sug-

gested meal donation of $3

for Age 60+, and a required

charge of $6 for those under

60 ($8 for large parties)

Anyone under 60 is required

to check in, and pay Katy

Martin upon arrival. Call Kim

323-0420 ext 508 to sign up

or cancel.

1 American Chop Suey

2 Broccoli Quiche

5 Chicken Cordon Bleu

6 Lasagna

7 Salisbury Steak

8 Sloppy Joes

9 Dijon Chicken

12 CLOSED- Indegenous
People Day

13 Chicken Broccoli &
Cheese

14 Spaghetti

15 Beef Pot Pie

16 Country Comfort
Luncheon (MOW Hot Dog)

19 Mac & Cheese

20 Sweet & Sour Pork

21 Chicken Pot Pie

22 Kielbasa

23 Cranberry Chicken

26 Teriyaki Chicken

27 Chili

28 Pork Roast

29 Cheese Pizza

30 “Boo”’berry French Toast

POLICIES from page 1

Town Manager Steve
Williams recommended plac-
ing the money in reserves
rather than operations, saying
that spending it now would
lock the town into recurring
costs.

Select Board member
Jonathan Ritter moved to
divide it evenly, $170,448
each to general stabilization
and the new capital stabili-
zation fund, which Williams
said currently holds nothing.

The motion failed 2-3,
with members Jen Turner
and Ritter in favor. Several
dissenters said they preferred
sending the entire amount to
capital, which funds school
projects as well.

Superintendent Brian
Cameron objected to learning
of the money at the meeting.

“I’'m just curious why
myself doesn’t get a phone
call to say this is a possibili-
ty. What are your needs?” he
said, arguing the move effec-
tively bypassed the 70/30

split.

Williams said he had “no
desire to revisit the 70/30
split,” calling the funds extra
money that arrived after bud-
gets were finalized.

Finance Committee Chair
Brian Gibbons noted a time
crunch: the special town
meeting is set for Nov. 9,
and warrant articles must be
voted roughly a month ear-
lier.

If unspent, the money rolls
into next year’s free cash.
The School Committee will
discuss its recommendation
Sept. 22. The Select Board
takes up warrant articles
Sept. 28.

Policies pass after School
Committee departs

After the School
Committee voted to adjourn,
the Select Board approved
four policies, each 4-0 with
member Jen Turner abstain-
ing, saying she had not had
time to read them over the
holiday weekend.

An initial motion to

approve the annual budget
process policy was with-
drawn after Ritter questioned
language directing the elect-
ed Board of Assessors to
vote an overlay contribution.
Messier said the overlay is
required by law to set a tax
rate. The policy was later
approved with a statutory
citation added.

The financial reserves pol-
icy was amended to set the
general stabilization target at
4 to 7% of the operating bud-
get, matching state Division
of Local Services guidance.
The town’s $2,744,063 stabi-
lization balance equals about
4.3% of its roughly $62 mil-
lion budget.

The OPEB account holds
$500,201.

The free cash policy,
which caps operating use
at 30%, gained language
that “one-time influx items
may be handled separate-
ly where appropriate” after
Ritter warned that proceeds
from asset sales such as the
Franklin School could inflate

the operating baseline.

A capital stabilization
fund policy, created at the
May town meeting with a
$20,000 project threshold,
also passed.

Regionalization
largely off the table

Williams reported region-
al emergency dispatch “has
been going very well,” with
another community potential-
ly joining, but said regional-
izing animal control proved
infeasible and a Collins
Center study of human ser-
vices recommended only bet-
ter marketing collaboration,
not consolidation. Shared IT
was examined “exhaustively”
and rejected as impractical.
HR consolidation, an FY27
goal, has not begun.

School Committee Chair
Heidi Gutekenst said state
officials did not recommend
regional school consolida-
tion, citing enrollment lev-
els, and “were very clear that
regionalizing does not solve
financial problems.”

N,

JIM POTTER
Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007

EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION

Excellent Service e Exceptional Results

“Glad | put my trust in Jim!”
413.221.5230

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002

WILLIAM

RAVEIS

raveis.com

Pumpn Decorating Workshop

Family Fun Weekends!

In The Gaarden Center

Saturdays Sundays & Golumbus Day
g 11AM — 4PM
\ Starting Saturday September 26th

ceccee

We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Free Family Fun!

Chuck The Chicken  Mini Hay Maze
“Funny Bone” Game ¢ Bean Bag Toss
Duck Racing & MORE!

Randall’s Best Ever
Scarecrow contest

October 17th & 18th
Twenty Prizes Plus Ten Charity Matches

$3,000 In Cash Prizes
. Every Entry Receives A Gift

YOUTH & ADULT
FIVE CATEGORIES ~

Best Overall, Most Traditional,
Scariest, Most Creatlve, Funmest )

Beautiful

---------- eecccccccl/eococcccccccce

BIG SELECTION!

~ In Fabulous Fall COIors ~ 0

Decorate For

Specialty Pumpkins
Sugar Pumpkins
Face Pumpkins
Corn Stalks Straw Bales, Gourds, Indian Corn

Witches, Scarecrows, Ghosts & Spiders!
FALL FLAVORS

New England Grown
Honeycrisp, Macintosh,
Cortland Apples & More! |

MACINTOSH APPLES "

.~ 5 Ib Tote Bags $5.99

: FRESH APPLE CIDER DONUTS

" Fresh Sweet Cider

Apple Cake, Apple Crisp
& Fresh Baked Pies

Elsie’s Creamery

September Creamery Window Hours
Open Wednesday — Sunday, Closed Monday & Tuesday

FALL FLAVORS ~

R
'v":..“]} '~. \

PUMPKIN AND APPLE SPICE

631 CENTER ST,, Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589- 7071 o www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and You({T)
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I OPINION

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

I'm evaluating my retirement
plan; what are my options?

Dear Rusty:

I am 69 1/2 years old
now and applied for
Social Security at the end
of June.

I am still working and
was planning to begin my
retirement in September. A
couple of factors arose for
me to question if I made a
hasty decision by applying
for SS.

The employer I have
been working for the last
29 years has asked if 1
would stay on a little lon-
ger, which would be good
because we have some
debt I want to lose before
I retire.

I was reading about
suspending Social
Security and continuing
to work. If I understand
it right, if I suspend my
SS, no payback will be
required, and I can con-
tinue to work until I'm
ready to retire. No spousal
benefits taken yet.

Signed: Reevaluating
my Retirement

Dear Reevaluating
Retirement:

I’m assuming you
asked for your Socal
Security benefits to start
in September (when you
originally planned to
retire), but that you won’t
be 70 years old until
March 2027.

If that is correct, be
aware that you will not
immediately get all of
your earned Delayed
Retirement Credits when
your benefits start in
September — you will only
initially get the DRCs you
have earned through the
end of 2025.

That’s because Social
Security usually applies
DRCs in January of each
year. So, what will happen
is that your September
benefit amount will lack
the 5.3% DRCs you
earned in 2026, until
January 2027 when they
will apply the DRCs
earned in 2026 to your
monthly payment amount.

Said simply, your ini-
tial September benefit will
not include your full age
69.5 entitlement because
it won’t include the
5.3% extra you earned in
2026. That extra monthly
amount will be awarded in
January 2027.

FYI, if you were to,
instead, claim for your
SS benefits to start in the
month you turn 70 (March
2027), you would get your
full age 70 amount imme-
diately (SS awards all
earned DRCs if benefits
are claimed to start in the
month you turn 70).

Now, on to your ques-
tion: Yes, if you take your
benefits effective with
September 2026 you can
suspend your benefits,
but you can only suspend
them until the month you
turn 70. And if you are
suspending your bene-
fits, you will not need to
repay Social Security for
any benefits you happen
to receive before you sus-

pend.

As is obvious, you will
not receive any SS pay-
ments while your ben-
efits are suspended, and
you will earn DRCs for
the months your benefits
are suspended, resulting in
a higher monthly amount
at age 70. Also, since you
have already passed your
SS Full Retirement Age,
you can work and earn as
much as you like, with-
out your Social Security
benefits being negatively
affected.

Regarding your com-
ment “No Spousal bene-
fits taken yet.” FYI, you
cannot get spousal bene-
fits while your benefits are
suspended, nor can your
wife get spousal bene-
fits from you while you
SS retirement benefits are
suspended.

To be clear, spouse ben-
efits are only paid when
one spouse’s benefit at
their FRA is less than
50% of the other spouse’s
FRA benefit. Spouse ben-
efits are always based
upon FRA entitlements,
not on the larger amounts
which will result from
waiting longer to claim.

In other words, your
wife would only be eligi-
ble for a spousal benefit
from you if her FRA enti-
tlement was less than 50%
of your FRA entitlement
(not your age 70 SS enti-
tlement). And she cannot
get a spousal benefit while
your benefits are suspend-
ed.

To recap: Yes, you can
suspend receipt of your
SS retirement benefits
until the month you turn
70 and get credit for that
delay (resulting in a high-
er benefit). And, yes, you
can continue working as
long as you wish and your
benefits will not be nega-
tively affected.

And just for added
information, you can
also ask Social Security
to withdraw your current
application for SS ben-
efits and then reapply in
January 2027 for your
benefits to start in March
2027, the month you turn
70. You have both options.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @ amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

PREAM APPLICANT FOR
SCHOOL SWORTAGES...

4 Y0U CAN MULTL- N
TASK AS TEACHER,
BUS DRIVER, LUNCH
SERVEZ AND
JAN\TOR ./

DANEGRANLUND . com
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By Ellenor Downer

reported

omeone
hearing as sandhill
crane calling in New

Raised beds? Why not!

am having a hard time
thinking of something to
write about.

As I scan my mind of all
the seasonal gardening top-
ics, I come up blank. Winter
squash? Done it. Mums?
Ditto. Seed saving. Yup.

So, on this rainy
Sunday, I give you all
the luck of the draw.

I will grab a garden-

ing book off of my

shelf, twirl the pages,

and where my finger
lands, I will expound on

the subject. It may not be
autumnal, but it will be inter-
esting, I guarantee that.

Here we go...

The book I grabbed
from the shelf was “The
Dirt Cheap Green Thumb,”
by Rhonda Massingham
Hart. My finger landed on
page 189, with the heading
“Raise Your Beds, Not Your
Expenses.”

I have some experience
with raised beds. In my home
garden I have four rock-
edged beds. Prior to that I had
beds edged in pine slabs.

My friend uses hemlock
edged beds and is happy with
them. I envy how neat and
orderly they are. Another
friend is using galvanized
metal beds this year. They
seem to be all the rage.

Her tomatoes and pep-
pers continue to produce like
gangbusters even late in the
season. She has just gotten
back into gardening after
a two year hiatus and I am
proud of her and happy she
has been so successful.

Let’s begin our chat with
some of the advantages of
raised bed gardening.

The first one that comes to

Ihave to say that today I

mind is that you can be selec-
tive about the soil you fill it
with. I’ve enjoyed using the
Coast of Maine Raised Bed
Mix.

!

1% *

Blending loam and aged
manure or compost at a 2
to 1 ratio is another option.
Additionally, raised beds
make it easy to concentrate
fertilizers where they are
needed.

In large garden plots we
often broadcast fertilizers and
other amendments through-
out the bed. Some inevitably
gets wasted in walkways or
around hills of plants.

Raised beds can be con-
structed to suit your needs.
I wanted to be able to reach
into the middle of my beds
from either side, so they are
about four feet wide.

Some gardeners construct
them 36 inches wide so there
is less of a stretch.

In my four beds, I have a
pretty good crop rotation sys-
tem going. Each crop does
a slide to the next bed each
year. That way it is four years
before onions are grown in
the same space.

Another interesting thing
I have set up is that onions,
for example, follow melons
in my rotation. I grow the
melons on black plastic. All
season long the black plastic

SUBMITTED PHOTO BY
DAWN RUDNANSKY

is limiting weeds from germi-
nating, so that hopefully next
year, the onions, who hate
weeds, will see less weed
pressure.

Raised beds warm up
quicker in the spring, and
stay warmer later into the
fall. Sometimes the edging

material helps with that.
My rock beds, for

example, hold heat.
So does the metal to
" some degree.
bg \ bz
Roberta MelQuaia

In mid spring, prior
to the frost-free date, raised
beds can be easily fitted
with hoops on which plas-
tic or polyester row covers
can be draped to offer even
more frost protection. They
can also be covered with the
black plastic I mentioned to
grow crops like melons or
peppers, who appreciate the
heat.

With raised beds you will
likely never need your roto-
tiller. Beds can effortlessly
be turned over by hand from
either side. Typically, unless
you walk all over them, the
soil in the raised beds stays
nice and friable, as well.

If T need to get into my
beds, say to separate crops,
sometimes I will position
a plank across the width of
the bed, and step on that to
disperse my weight, therefore
avoiding compaction. Plants
always grow better in loose
soil.

I almost forgot the obvi-
ous! Raised beds are easier to
work with. Beds are typically
a foot or so tall, sometimes a
bit taller.

Bring out a short stool to
the garden and you can com-
fortably sit and work in the
beds. No more long periods
of stooping or crouching.

Well, I hope you enjoyed
reading this luck of the draw
column as much as I did
writing it! And if you hav-
en’t gardened in a couple of
years, give raised beds a try
and maybe you will be as
fortunate as my friend, with
six foot tomato plants still
going strong at the end of
September!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

\
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Braintree, but did
not see it. Recently,
someone saw a pair of

Sandhill
crane

sandhill cranes in a field on
Pleasant Street in Barre. The
cranes stayed about a week
and then left.

Sandhill Cranes are large
birds that live in open hab-
itats, so they’re fairly easy
to spot. They are gray over-
all, have red foreheads, white
cheeks, a long dark bill and
dark legs.

Immature birds have red-
dish-brown upper parts and
gray underparts and lack the

red foreheads. This makes
it easy to pick out the par-
ents from the youngsters
even when they are the same
height.

Sandhill cranes make a
loud trumpeting call that can
be heard for long distances.
They are mainly herbivores,
but feed on other foods
depending on availability.

Please see BACKYARD,
page 7

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence
and home telephone
number. We must
authenticate authorship
prior to publication.
We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com.
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5
p-m.

Turley
Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information
about key endorsements or
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.

Belcherfown, Granby & Amherst

SENTINEL

We Want to
Hear From You

EDITOR
sentinel@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Paige Lawor
PLawor@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli
sports@turley.com

The Sentinel is published
every Thursday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413)289-1977.

@
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Turley®

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
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Three very excited fundraiser supporters.

ANIMAL SHELTER

from page 1

ago,” Wanda was rescued by
Thomas J. O’ Connor after
being hit by a car.

“We heard about her story
and saw that she was sitting
in the Thomas J. O’ Connor
animal shelter,” Branchesi
said. “A couple months
went by and we bought a
condo. We were looking for
a new animal to bring into
the house and, after a cou-
ple of months, we saw that
she was still sitting in the
shelter.”

Branchesi reported his
girlfriend called him in the
afternoon and told him to
swing by the shelter. After
determining the cat was still
there, he decided to take
her home the same day.
However, he soon realized
how much surgery would
be required to save her life.
Despite the daunting fees in
front of him, he was none-
theless provided with help
from an unlikely source.

“They did a Facebook
fundraiser so she could have
the surgery,” Branchesi said.
“Once I learned about that,
it inspired me to try to give
back.”

Combining his dual pas-
sions for his pet and coffee
roasting, One Eye Wanda
Coffee Roasters endeavors
to give less fortunate ani-
mals a second chance at life.
The partnership with Looks
To Kill offers both an oppor-
tunity to increase brand
awareness and extend his
mission to new regions. All

Fundraiser supporter Holly w

Granby Free Public Library’s
new afternoon book club

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
ith a rubber duck.

Michael Branchesi holding Wanda.

of the money raised from
sold coffee will go to local
animal shelters, with half
donated to Thomas J. O’
Connor and the other sent
to local dog rescue mission,
Better Together.

Fundraiser supporter Dawn
shows a one-eyed Wanda

Fundraiser supporter

“Jody is one of the most
positive upbeat individ-
uals I’ve ever met in my
life,” said Better Together
Dog Rescue representative
Chrystal Greenleaf. “She’s
always got something good

Heather is ready to help.

to say, or something good
that she would like to do for
somebody. And Michael,
he’s doing wonderful things
with his coffee.

GRANBY—IJoin us for a
friendly, relaxed, afternoon
book club at the Granby Free
Public Library. The group
will meet monthly, every
third Tuesday of the month
at 2 p.m. to discuss various
genres of fiction.

Group members will vote
on titles they would like to
read in advance.

Upcoming books are made
available at the library in
multiple formats - regular
print, large print and audio-
book. For the Oct. 20 meet-

ing, the book choice is “The
Briar Club” by Kate Quinn,
stop by the library for a copy.

Afternoon book groups
combine the joy of reading
with the benefits of conversa-
tion, community, and person-
al enrichment, making them
a rewarding way to spend
time and connect with others.

The Granby Free Public
Library is located at 297 E
State St., Granby, MA 01033.

Visit www.granbylibrary.
org for more information.

Craft fair set for Oct. 12

GRANBY—Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in
Granby, Mass. is having a
Craft Fair on Monday, Oct. 12
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In addition to over 50 ven-
dors, there will be basket raf-
fles, a Lottery Tree Raffle,

as well as breakfast & lunch
available.

Stop in, say hello & support
small local businesses, and
get some Christmas shopping
done. Immaculate Heart of
Mary is located at 256 State
St. in Granby, Mass.

Corvette Club hosts annual
All Makes & Models Car Show

CHICOPEE - The annu-
al All Makes & Models Car
Show will be presented by
the Corvette Club of Western
MA on Saturday, Oct. 3
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the
Chicopee Moose Club, 244

Fuller Road.

There will be food, bev-
erages, raffles, trophies and
live music provided by The
Blue Groove Band. There is
a $20 car entry fee and spec-
tators are free.

College Notes

SNHU announces
Summer 2026
Dean’s List

MANCHESTER,
NH—Tanner Spees of
Belchertown has been named
to Southern New Hampshire
University’s (SNHU)
Summer 2026 Dean’s List.
The summer terms run from
May to August.

Full-time undergraduate
students who have earned a
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.500 to 3.699 for the
reporting term are named to
the Dean’s List. Full-time
status is achieved by earning
12 credits over each 16-week
term or paired 8-week terms
grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

G o

SNHU announces
Summer 2026
President’s List

MANCHESTER, NH—It
is with great pleasure that
Southern New Hampshire
University (SNHU) con-
gratulates the following stu-
dents on being named to the
Summer 2026 President’s
List. The summer terms run
from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate
students who have earned a
minimum grade-point average
of 3.700 and above for the
reporting term are named to
the President’s List. Full-time
status is achieved by earning
12 credits over each 16-week
term or paired 8-week terms
grouped in fall, winter/spring,
and summer.

Madison Houle, Hailey
Garrow and Madison
Tourigny of Belchertown

Victor Wellman of
Ambherst

BACKYARD from page 6

They will feed on berries,
small mammals, insects,
snails, reptiles and amphib-
ians.

These cranes raise one
brood per year. The female
lays one to three brownish
eggs. Both sexes build the
nest using plant material and
both incubate and feed the
young.

In summer cranes are often
seen in small bogs, marsh-
es and prairies across north-
ern North America and the
southeastern United States.
In winter they form immense
flocks in places like Bosque
del Apache, New Mexico and
Anahuac National Wildlife
Refuge, Texas.

Sandhill crane’s call is a
loud, rolling, trumpeting
sound whose unique tone is
a product of anatomy. They
have long tracheas that coil
into the sternum and help the
sound develop a lower pitch
and harmonics that add rich-
ness.

Sandhill cranes are also
known for their dancing
skills. Courting cranes stretch
their wings, pump their
heads, bow, and leap into the
air in a graceful and energetic
dance.

Many years ago, a Barre
resident saw a pair dancing
in a field. He said it was a
“sight to behold.”

Although some start breed-
ing at two years of age,
Sandhill cranes may reach

Public AuctioN

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8™ AT 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

s BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS -

(" 7 ROOM / 3 BEDROOM h
2 STORY

COLONIAL STYLE HOME

WITH
TWO CAR ATTACHED GARAGE

19 Ledgewood Drive

BELCHERTOWN, MA

To be sold on the Premises

Features:

* Two Story Colonial Style Home * +1 1/3 Acres of Land
« Total of (7) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (2Y2) Baths
* +1,722 S/F of Gross Living Area * FWA Heat
« Full Basement ¢ (2) Fireplaces ®
* Private Well & Septic » Assessor’s ID: 255-71 ¢
* TWO CAR ATTACHED GARAGE %

Porch ¢ Vinyl Siding *

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee

Attorney Joseph J. Lange
Of the Firm of Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP

14 Bobala Road, Holyoke, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms Of Sale: $10,000.22 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds.
Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

West Springdfield, MA e Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 » 610-853-6655
TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 » PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info@posnik.com

the age of seven before
breeding. They mate for life,
which can mean two decades
or more and stay with their
mates year-round. Juveniles
stick close by their parents
for nine or ten months after
hatching.

Sandhill crane chicks can
leave the nest within 8 hours
of hatching and are even
capable of swimming.

The oldest sandhill crane
on record was at least
37 years, 3 months old.
Originally banded in Florida
in 1982, it was found in
Wisconsin in 2019.

Scarcity of birds
I received an email from
a woman who lives on Lake
Lashaway.

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN RIB END or

INFLATION

LOIN END ROAST ....ccunuue

She said, “Since Sunday,
Aug. 30, they had most days
without birds...any type,
large or small at our feed-
ers or just in the shrubs or
anywhere. All my neighbors
have noticed their feeders
are full too.” One neighbor
said he has seen a falcon.
She wonders if the falcon has
anything to do with the lack
of birds.

Several people at the
Oakham Senior Center
reported, they see only a few
birds and the feeders remain
full of seeds.

Massachusetts
Audubon sighting
This report to the
Massachusetts Audubon
Society supports the lack of

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN &

birds. Someone stated, “On
Sept. 11 we birded around
Hardwick and on Sept. 12 we
birded around Warren. Both
days were very poor for pas-
serine migration.” They also
stated, “On both days we
only saw 1 species of war-
bler: common yellowthroat.
In general, song birds were in
very low numbers and poor
variety. And we went to spots
that had proven good for
migrants in years past. We
really worked hard to turn up
migrant warblers, and it just
was not happening, at least
where we were.”

Migrating hawks
The Massachusetts
Audubon Society listed
migrating hawks spotted

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN rray PAK...$1 5

on Friday, Sept. 11 at Mt.
Watatic in Ashburnham.
They included 3 osprey,
seven bald eagles, ten sharp-
shinned hawks, 131 broad-
winged hawks and one mer-
lin.

Canada geese

On Friday, Sept. 4, I saw
a large flock of over fifty
Canada geese in a field in
Spencer. On the same day,
I also saw a small flock of
wild turkeys and about six
Canada geese in field in
Barre.

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10550 # 4
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CHOCOLATE FUDGE
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CRAB BURGERS 16 07 s
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£ 90 Meat Outlet @ EENLLLELLESS

) . - Wed.
Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

BUY DIRECT FOR ====== SAVINGS * SELECTION « SERVICE
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Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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Friends of Granby's Elderly host

ANNUAL PICNIC

from page 1

service and calling bingo
twice a month. To him,
being a part of FOGE means
to be a part of something
greater.

“It means community, out-
reach,” Don said. “It means
taking care of people my
same age. Having a place to
socialize, having meetings,
having things like this.”

The picnic marks one of
the last events hosted by his
organization for the year.
The last event involves send-
ing Christmas cards to every
senior citizen in town, an ini-
tative which remains anoth-
er proud tradition within the
organization’s over 40 year
history.

“We had our 40th anniver-
sary three to four years ago,”
Don said. “So I'd like to get
another 40 in.”

“We get a nice turnout,”
said FOGE Chairman Ron
Richard. “It’s nice to do
something for the people of
Granby, for the seniors.”

The recent president took
the reins from former pres-
ident Gloria Vivier, who
stepped down voluntarily,
citing age as her reason for
resignation. The organiza-
tion, according to Ron, was
founded back around 1982
as a nonprofit. The organi-
zation funds yearly events
such as summer concerts and
the annual picnic in Dufrense
Park. Recently, the organiza-
tion donated to help veterans
secure funding for a pavilion

at the local veteran’s park.

“It’s fun to help people,”
Ron said when asked what
got him involved. “It’s just
nice.”

The picnic included two
raffles; a more traditional
ticket raffle and a Chinese
raffle with prizes donated
by the community. Prizes
included beaded artwork,
gift cards to the Pizza Palace
of Granby, a “after hours
basket” filled with various
alcohol bottles and a giant
commemorative poster for a
Barnum and Bailey’s circus
performance celebrating the
country’s bicentennial.

“I’m at the point
in my life where
I just want to
do good, you
know,” Ron
said. “It’s
not a pay-
ing job, so
I have no
ulterior
movies.
We just
want peo-
ple to get
along and
help each
other.”

Christine
Lindsay stated
the picnic always
gets an impres-
sive turnout. She
expressed grati-
tude for the tight-
knit community and stated
she knew most of the peo-
ple in attendance from bingo
games at the senior center.

“I love them all,” Christine

Cookies offered during the picnic.

said. “They’re good people.
We have a good time.”

The picnic concluded with
a live performance from the
band the O-Tones, a Motown
and swing cover band based

f
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Flowers from the Chi-
nese Raffle.

out of Northampton.
The group played inside
the pavilion due to the
inclement weather fore-
cast as attendees enjoyed
dessert under the wood-
en roof. The day’s festivi-
ties were best summarized
by FOGE Director Robbin
LaMorder.

“Old people do not go to
the senior center, drool and
just play bingo,” Robbin
said. “It’s a social place.”

Watermelon slices are ready
for the picnic.

Christine Lmdsay presents the Barnum and Bailey Circus post-
er given away during the Chinese raffle.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ
FOGE Chairman Ron Richard.

Friends of Granby’s Elderly
Vice-Chairman Don Lindsay
provides announcements for
the raffle.
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27. It’s a hot topic
these days
28. Folk band frontman

CLUES DOWN
1. Indian unit of mass

48
50
CLUES ACROSS 33. They precede C 2. “Tears in Heaven”  24. Occurring in a tube
1. A place for worship  34. Heavenly singer Clapton 25. Exists
7. Referee declaration  36. Fiddler crabs 3. Part of a sailing 26. Woman (French)
10. Torsos 37. Major Hindu deity vessel 29. Expression of doubt
12. Used to introduce  38. Hebrew given 4. Part of (abbr.) 30. NHL legend Bobby
something name 5. Polynesian garland ~ 31. Accomplished
13. Healing method 39. Cost per mile of flowers 32. Makes slightly wet
14. Takes to the sea 40. __ Romeo, car 6. Keyboard key 35. National Assn. of
15. Make law 41. Rural municipality 7. One who steals Manufacturers
16. French coastal city in Manitoba 8. Large oven 36. Not sated
17. Hawaiian dish 44. Narratives 9. Former CIA 38. Poe’s middle name
18. Young of domestic ~ 45. “Atragedy had __  10. Idea 40. Swiss river
cattle him” 11. Solomon Islands 41. Rhythmic pattern in
19. Women’s 48. Iranian city capital Indian music
undergarments 49. Praises publicly 12. Afrikaans 42. “Shane” actor Ladd
21. 60-minute intervals  50. Founding Father 14. Remove thatch 43. Popular whodunit
(abbr.) Franklin 17. Television network board game
22. One after another ~ 51. Herbal teA 18. Jalen Brunson is 44. Bar bill

one

20. Title of respect
23. Flowering trees

45, Ballplayer’s tool
46. Indicates near
47. Feet per second
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BELCHERTOWN - On
a beautiful, sunny day at
Belchertown High School
last Friday, the Orioles
field hockey team got goals
from Kian Roy, Kina Roy,
and Madeline Williams
along with two assists from
Gianna Zenon to get a 3-1
win over visiting South
Hadley. Lila Roy had a busy
day in goal, with 17 saves
while allowing just one
goal. The Orioles are now
4-1 on the season. They are
back in action on Sept. 28 at
Frontier Regional at 4 p.m.

I

D sports@turley.com

L4 @turleysports

H acebook.com/turleysports

yPORTS

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

Orioles secure
fourth win

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Kian Roy charges up the field.

5 TR L

Addi DiBona battles for possession of the ball.

s

Lila Roy gets ready to block a shot.

Shannon Fuller protects the ball from an

oncoming opponent.

www.sports.turley.com

Owls
football
gets
first win

WESTFIELD — West-
field State University foot-
ball rolled up 463 yards
of offense and got a pair
of long TD receptions
from electric first-year
receiver Malachi Hymes
(E. Hartford, Conn./East
Hartford) as the Owls
downed Dean College,
26-8 at Alumni Field on
Westfield State’s Family
and Champions Weekend.

Westfield improves its
record to 1-2 overall and
1-1 in the Massachusetts
State Collegiate Athletic
Conference, while Dean
is now 0-3 and 0-2
MASCAC.

Hymes finished with
four catches for 166 yards
and touchdowns of 61
and 46 yards. His day
could have been bigger
as a reverse that looked
like a 89- yard score was
called back by a penalty,
and later he stepped out
of bounds while avoiding
a tackle on 53-yard recep-
tion that initially looked
like a 73-yard score.

Westfield opened the
scoring with a 1-yard TD
plunge from QB Quinn
Sumner (Dayville, Conn./
Killingly), who finished
6-11 passing for 180 yards
and the two TD tosses to
Hymes.

Please see OWLS,
page 10

Early offense leads Belchertown football to win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—Two years ago,
the Belchertown football
team made the 20-minute
trip down Rte. 9 to Veterans
Field in Ware for a preseason
scrimmage.

The Orioles made anoth-
er visit to Veterans Field for
a regular season game last
Friday night and they cele-
brated a 44-12 non-league
victory over the Indians.

“We played a scrim-
mage game on this field a
couple of years ago,” said
Belchertown senior captain
Avery Cote. “It feels great to
win tonight’s game. All of us
worked very hard.”

Cote led the way offen-
sively with three rushing
touchdowns. He also scored
three rushing touchdowns
in the Orioles 38-0 season
opening home win versus
Quaboag Regional.

“Avery is our leader,” said
Belchertown head coach
Keith Lebeau. “We do have
several pieces around him,
which has made things a lot
easier so far this season.”

Cote rushed for a total
of 151 yards on 18 carries
during last Friday night’s
contest, which was played
in front of a large crowd.
Cote gave a lot of credit to
the offensive line, which is
led by junior Ajuluchukwu
Nebedum, junior Killian
Olszewski, junior Miles
Sheldon, and senior captain
Rulon Anderson.

“I wouldn’t be very suc-
cessful without the help of

my linemen,” Cote said. “We
just want to keep winning

Another Belchertown
senior captain is Coleman
Longley, who’s the starting
quarterback.

Longley finished the Ware
game with 118 rushing yards
on seven carries. He also
completed two passes for 16

The junior duo Brogan
Bottari and Ronan Mosher
contributed with 92 and 88
rushing yards. Overall, the
Orioles nearly rushed for 500

The Orioles began the reg-
ular season with a 2-0 record
for the third consecutive year.

“We were 4-0 last sea-
son, but then we went 4-3,”
Lebeau said. “We’re just
going to focus on one game

Killian Olszewski at-
tempts a point-after kick.

Ronan Mosher takes the
handoff.

at a time this year.”

The Indians (0-2) played
their home opener after
beginning the regular sea-
son with a 36-18 loss at
Easthampton High School.

“The players know that
they can perform better on
the field,” said first-year
Ware head coach Kyle
Whitney. “It’s another disap-
pointing loss.”

Two of the Indians leaders

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Quarterback Coleman Longley takes the snap.

are senior quarterback Troy
Jurczyk and senior running
back Dalton Marquis.

Jurczyk completed six of
his 12 passes for 63 yards.
He also threw a TD pass in
the second quarter. He rushed
for 35 yards.

When the two teams
battled each other at
Belchertown High School
a year ago, the Orioles
squeaked out a 21-20.

The Orioles marched
70 yards down the field on
the opening series and Cote
capped off the five play drive
with a 22-yard scramble up
the middle into the end zone
with 8:47 left in the first
quarter.

Olszewski made the first of
his five extra points.

Please see FOOTBALL,
page 10
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Busy start to season for Pathfinder boys

P \“w"'

. Field.

lan Sauri-Neves tries to get by a
Holyoke defender.

Weston Letendre and Abees
Castillo-Clotter go after the ball.

'A"r

Pathfinder defeated PVCIC and
Commerce both by 4-0 scores.
Coming up, the Pioneers will =
host Southwick on Monday,
Sept. 28 at 7 p.m. at Legion

HOLYOKE - It has been
a busy first two weeks of the
regular season for Pathfinder
boys soccer. The Pioneers have
already played five games,
winning three of them. Last
Tuesday, the Pioneers visited
Holyoke High School and bat-
L tled to a 1-1 tie. Following that,

N

. _.#._-_

Owen Pear attempts to clear the ball
up the middle of the field.

T ey -
A ) P e e ik

lan LaPete tries to stop a Holyoke attacker.

opponent.

Christian Ribeiro looks to get around an

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELL!
Mason Ostrout lifts a long kick to the other end of the field.

Josephine Boyko heads off the ball on defense.

e .'_i.."\l-.l' |

Evelyn Wood makes her way up the field.

‘hﬁ" A o
. )3 Pioneers get

split of first

SPRINGFIELD - After
a postponement delayed
the start of the season for
Pathfinder Tech girls soc-
cer, the Pioneers got things
going with two games last
week. To open the regular
season, Pathfinder defeat-
ed Commerce on the road

two games

J Abigail
D Carmody
0 brings in a

pass.

in Springfield 4-2. The next
day, the Pioneers made
a long trip north and suf-
fered a 6-1 loss at Athol
and are 1-1 to start the year.
Coming up on Tuesday,
Sept. 29, the Pioneers will
host Duggan Academy at 4
p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Callie Hawk overcomes an opponent and steals the ball.

Makaela fourville starts to dribble after taking possession.
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i PUBLIC SAFETY

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in
the Belchertown Police log
and arrests for the weeks of
Sept. 11, through Sept. 17.
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the
police department based on
the review of the detailed
log summary. This feature is
designed to provide context
and explanation to some of
the calls police respond to
every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Friday, Sept. 11

8:20 p.m. — A male was
arrested on charges of threat-
ening to commit a crime,
unlicensed possession of an
assault weapon, possession
of a firearm without license
and defacing serial num-
ber of a firearm. An officer
responded to a report of a
domestic violence incident.
During a pat-down frisk the
officer found a magazine on
the person, as well as a hand-
gun in a backpack without
a serial number. The person
was charged accordingly.

Saturday, Sept. 12

4:46 p.m. — Cameron
Tyler Santarelli, 22, of 3 Ivy
Way, Hingham was arrest-
ed on charges of operating
under the influence and fail-
ing to drive in the right lane.
Police and Belchertown Fire
responded to Federal Street
for a report of a crash. The

operator was passed out and
had open cans in the vehi-
cle. The operator spoke with
the officer and said they
pulled over and slept over-
night. They thought it was
9 a.m. the following morn-
ing. There was a 30-pack
of beer in the backseat.
They declined a field sobri-
ety test. They refused care
from the Belchertown Fire
Department. They were
transported, booked and later
released.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, Sept. 11

8:13 a.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud. A person
worked at a company for a
short period of time and
used the company card for
purchases outside of intend-
ed use. When asked about it,
the person said the card was
hacked. The officer was wait-
ing for records of the credit
card to continue the investi-
gation.

9:15 a.m. — A person got
a fraud alert from their bank
about a fraudulent debit card
transaction. It was not autho-
rized by either of the card-
holders. There were purchas-
es made in New York, and it
wasn’t made by them. One
was blocked and the other
went through. The matter
was documented.

2:35 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
West Street. A vehicle enter-
ing the left turn lane traveling
from West Street onto Stadler
Street was struck by a bicy-
clist. The bicyclist was going
into the turn lane to turn left

when they struck the vehicle.
The cyclist had scrapes and
declined treatment.

3:41 p.m. — An offi-
cer spoke with a juvenile
and parents about issues in
the school parking lot with
another juvenile.

4:43 p.m. — An officer
responded to a residence
about an argument between a
juvenile and a guardian. The
juvenile was transported to
the hospital.

11:27 p.m. — An officer
responded to a report of a
woman screaming and a
domestic in a motor vehicle.
A 911 text was received. The
person texting met with the
officers. No charges were
made.

Sunday, Sept. 13

7:13 p.m. — An officer
responded to a North Main
Street residence for a report
of a juvenile who was out of
control throwing and smash-
ing items. The juvenile
calmed out.

Monday, Sept. 14

7:47 a.m. — An officer
responded to a crash on Bay
Road and Federal Street. A
vehicle stopped at Bay and
Federal Road was rear ended
by a second vehicle. There
was minor damage to the
first vehicle and no damage
to the second. No injuries
were reported and no tows
were needed.

8:47 a.m. — An officer
responded to a residence to
help a person who wanted
to discard a firearm. It was
placed into property to be

destroyed.

2:27 p.m. — An offi-
cer responded to assist
Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics.

4:54 p.m. — A person
called to ask questions about
previous harassment inci-
dents related to harassment
order.. The officer requested
to report an incident when it
was happening. It was docu-
mented.

7:34 p.m. — An officer
responded to a residence
for a report of a threat made
by a juvenile. The School
Resource Officer was made
aware of the incident.

8:26 p.m. — An officer was
requested for a report of an
overdue motorist. Their per-
son’s partner went shopping
and was overdue back home.
A “be on the lookout” alert
was put out in surround-
ing communities. The per-
son also did a ping on the
phone which came back in
Shutesbury. Later Shelburne
based State Police report-
ed the vehicle was disabled
on Daniel Shay’s Highway.
Officers located the person.

Tuesday, Sept. 15
10:06 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident and
a report of an erratic operator
that went into a ditch then
signed a refusal. No tow.
1:50 p.m. — An officer
responded to a report of a
domestic incident. It was ver-
bal in manner and advised
on how to get a restraining
order.
5:24 p.m. — An officer
responded to a crash between

a bicyclist and a car on State
Street. A vehicle traveling
south on State Street was
struck by a bicyclist as they
traveled from the north lane
into the southbound lane.
There as some damage to the
windshield of the car. The
crash is under investigation.

7:15 p.m. — An officer took
a report from a resident about
concerns their partner could
not safety drive. An officer
located the vehicle, and the
person showed no signs of
impairment. The person drove
away.

Wednesday, Sept. 16

9:25 a.m. — An officer
responded to a call about a
landlord that tore down a
shed. The renter built the shed
on the property a year ago.
Photos were taken and added
to the report.

10:06 a.m. — An officer took
a report of larceny. People at
a local business reported that
one person dropped a debit
card on the ground then later
found out money was with-
drawn from the account. The
matter is still under investi-
gation.

8:41 p.m. — An officer
responded to Bay Road for
a report of a deer that was
struck by a car and was still
alive. The deer was eutha-
nized.

Thursday, Sept 17
9:29 a.m. — An officer
responded to a report of a
possibly suicidal person who
locked themselves into a bath-
room at a residence. A clini-
cian responded to the scene.

CPC Grant
applications
now being
accepted for
upcoming
year

BELCHERTOWN—
Grant application submis-
sion forms will only be
accepted from Thursday,
Oct. 1 to Friday, Nov. 13 at
5 p.m.

Proposals for Com-
munity Preservation fund-
ing must be submitted by
downloading the applica-
tion from the Belchertown
Community Preservation
website.

All relevant information
requested on the applica-
tion form must be included
with the proposal. Please
refer to the Community
Preservation Criteria
Guidelines that are posted
on the CPC website: www.
BelchertownCPC.org.

Applications must be
typewritten or provided as a
word processing document.

Please send one copy of
the application electronical-
ly to Jnate7007 @aol.com.

Twelve (12) hard cop-
ies of the application and
all supporting documenta-
tion must be submitted to:
Community Preservation
Committee Town of
Belchertown at 2 Jabish St.,
Belchertown, MA 01007-
0670.

FOOTBALL from page 9

The score remained 7-0
until the first play of the
second quarter when Cote
walked into the end zone
behind the center.

The Indians responded
with a ten play scoring drive.
The drive ended after Jurczyk
tossed an 11-yard TD pass
to junior Ian Hogan. Another
pass on the two point con-
version play was incomplete
making the score 14-6 with
5:17 remaining in the second
quarter.

With eight seconds left
in the first half, Olszewski
made a 24 yard field goal
giving the visiting team a
17-6 halftime advantage.

The only touchdown
during the third quarter was
scored on a 13 yard run by
Bottari with 5:28 showing
on the scoreboard clock. He
was helped with a block from
Longley.

Two minutes later Ware
junior Logan Millet inter-
cepted a pass, but the Indians
were forced to punt.

Cote capped off his out-
standing performance with a
one yard touchdown run less
than two minutes into the

Avery Gote heads off on a carry.

final quarter.

Then Marquis returned the
ensuing kickoff 76 yards for
a touchdown, which was one
of the few memorable plays
for the home team.

The Orioles final two
touchdowns were a 9-yard

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL S,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow * Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= NI RIVER=-

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

Rulon Anderson goes for a takedown.

touchdown reception by
senior Kyngsten Agyei and a
61-yard TD run by Mosher
with 5:24 left in the contest.

Both teams will be playing
on Thursday night.

While the Indians will be
looking to get into the win

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ¢ Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

column for the first time at
the Springfield International
Charter School, the Orioles
will be looking to remain
undefeated in another road
game against Ludlow.

OWLS from page 9

Hymes caught a go route
down the left side for the 61
yarder, out sprinting the full
defense, then out-leaped his
defender around the five-
yard line to with the ball
on the 46-yard grab before
waltzing into the endzone.

Westfield set up the big
passing plays with the
run as sophomore full-
back Manny Mengata
(Tewksbury, Mass.) battered
the Bulldogs for 136 yards
on 18 carries, and Cole
Ingham (Agawam, Mass.)
added 69 yards on five car-
ries.

Westfield senior PK
Andrew Currier (Attleboro,
Mass./Foxboro HS) booted
a pair of 33-yard field goals
and a pair of extra points to
account for the final score.

Dean’s lone TD of the
game came midway through
the second quarter on a
12-yard touchdown pass
from Chris Donahue to
Yasir Moses. The Bulldogs
tried to feature a short pass-
ing attack with Donahue
connecting on 32 of 45

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

o Title 5 inspection

omplet®
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

attempts for 186 yards with

iNES

3|
GONNECTIO

112,

Grease Monkey®
3 Pack Mechanics
Utility Gloves

one TD and one INT. His
longest completion of the
day went for 12 yards.

The Bulldogs totaled
just 33 yards rushing. Tay
Scholtz finished with nine
catches for 75 yards and
seven catches for 62 yards.

Westfield’s defense bent
but rarely broke, allowing
219 total yards on the day.
The Owls sacked Donohue
eight times for a loss of 61
yards.

LB Aydan Verba (Albany,
NY/Colonie Central) led
the Owls with eight tackles
and 2.5 sacks. Tedi Hunt
(Littleton, Mass.) made
eight stops and had 2.5
TFLs. Eight different play-
ers had a hand in the sack
column. First-year Caedan
Burns (N. Grafton, Mass.)
picked off the Bulldogs
late to help seal the win.
Colin Brady and Herman
Esquivel Menzdez led the
Bulldogs with eight stops
each.

Westfield State will trav-
el to Worcester State for a
conference matchup next
Saturday, Sept. 26 with a
1 p.m. kickoff at Alumni
Field.

BK 7631340 Large ('
BK 7631341 X-Large

Belchertovwn Auto Partls

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

413) 323-7661

NAPA AUTO PARTS: (W8P AUTO PARTS

OR 323-9296

Get the
Good Stuff

SPECIALIZING IN

ROBERTS ROOFS

Slate ¢ Copper ® Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration  Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal - oy \
Tel. 413-283-4395 o Cell 413-237-9434 =377/

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

=/,
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

BROWN JORDAN CHAISSE. White,
mint condition, $800 or best offer. Call
508-867-7972.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one
item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxxx & B HOUSEHOLD
JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
¢ Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing
and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, win-
dows, painting, wallpapering, siding, decks.
Insurance work. Fully insured.

Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall «
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552)

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

Donald Roy Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867
(860) 874-8396
\
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
f DR

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 1 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Basg rice
2 | 2 | B ) 2 e
% i 2 | 27 g 28 Rt
2 masarrice | 30 masgrice| 31 Baseirce| 32 Banabrie
3 Bamse | 34 Bty | 39 Besiaso| 38 o
37 asorice | 38 masgrrce | 39 asarice| 40 Banabrie
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash a Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cw
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

d& SROOKFELD

HUBBARDSTON
BARRE »
NEW BRANTREE

ViEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFELD

et

GROOKFIELD

BRIFELD
STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 413.283.8393

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F.
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026.
$1,200. Taking deposits now.
413-218-2321

HELP WANTED:
General maintenance. Good pay.
413-297-1513, Les.

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful,
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
All utilities included

Full kitchen access

Laundry access

Pets welcome

Quiet, welcoming setting

Ideal for traveling professionals

or temporary stays.

For rates, availability
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

|_FORRENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

i

oo B
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393
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I OBITUARIES

William A. Theroux, 70

William A. Theroux,
70, passed away peaceful-
ly on December 25, 2025.

nephews, great-nieces, and
great-nephews.

He was born on
February 20,
1955, in Holyoke,
Massachusetts,
and grew up in
Belchertown.

Bill, or Billy
to some, is sur-
vived by his soul-
mate and wife
of four years,
Heidi Theroux; his daugh-
ter, Marianne Bayly; and his
son, William Theroux. His
four grandchildren, Laney,
Kylie, Lucas, and Harley
Bayly, were the center of his
world and brought him tre-
mendous joy.

He is also survived by his
brother, Carl Cierpial and
his wife, Diane; his sisters,
Patricia Bock, Lisa Greene
and her husband, Shawn,
and his youngest sister, Janet
Zajac; his first wife, Liz
Theroux; and several nieces,

Bill was predeceased
= by his parents,
Armand and Doris
Theroux; his broth-
ers, Ronald “Ron”
and Phillip “Pete”
Theroux; his sister,
Irene Theroux; and
his second wife,
Laura Theroux.

After gradu-
ating from high
school, Bill proudly joined
the United States Air Force
and later served in the Air
Force Reserves. He followed
in his father’s footsteps and
worked as a machinist. Later
in life, one of his greatest
joys was spending time rais-
ing and caring for his grand-
children.

Bill was deeply involved
with Alcoholics Anonymous
for many years, both as a
member and as a sponsor.
He truly believed in what
the program had to offer and

was always willing to sup-
port and help anyone who
reached out to him.

Bill was kind, caring, and
generous with his time. He
was the kind of person who
would lend a hand whenev-
er he was able. His church
family meant a great deal
to him, and his faith was a
strong and important part of
his life.

Bill will be remembered
for his generous heart, his
devotion to his family, his
willingness to help others,
and the love he shared with
those around him. He will be
deeply missed by his family,
friends, church community,
and all who had the privilege
of knowing him.

A memorial service will
be held on Saturday, October
3, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at
Second Baptist Church, 589
Granby Road, South Hadley,
MA 01075.

venience of the family.

Burial will be at the con-

Janet E. Faulkins,

Janet E. Faulkins, 76, of
Belchertown, Massachusetts,
passed away on
Sept. 12, 2026 with
her family by her
side. She was born
on April 12, 1950,
daughter of the late
Evelyn A. Bates.

A lifelong
resident of
Belchertown, Janet
was a graduate of
Belchertown High School,
Class of 1968. She worked
for many years at the former
Belchertown State School
and retired after working at
the Greenwich Plains Group
Home in Granby, MA.

Janet enjoyed reading,
working on puzzles, going
to the Casino, and cheer-
ing on her beloved Boston
Bruins. She also took great
pride in her garden and found
happiness in giving to others.
Generous by nature, Janet
supported many charities
throughout her life and was
always willing to help those

Like new book sale at Clapp Memorial Library

BELCHERTOWN-—The
Friends of Clapp Memorial
Library are having a book
sale of “Like New” books on
Saturday Oct. 10. This will
take place from 9:30 a.m.

until 1:30 p.m. in the main
room of the library.
Hundreds of adult fiction
and nonfiction works will be
up for sale as well as selected
young adult books and some

nonreader children’s books.
These gift quality books will
have copyright dates less
than 4 years old and will all
be priced from $1 to $5.

Buy like new books at

www.sentinel.turley.com

i PUBLIC NOTICES

significantly low prices
for yourself or your fami-
ly. Remember the holidays
are coming and books are
the best gift you can give to
everyone on your list.

76

in need.
Janet leaves behind
her husband of
54 years, Gary

Faulkins; her

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

daughter, Monica
Kane, and her
husband, Patrick,
of Wilbraham;
and her three
beloved grand-
daughters, Kylie
Kane of Orlando,
Florida, Hayley Kane of
Wilbraham, and Brianna
Cormier of Acton. She also

One

leaves her brothers, Edward and funeral date
Issac of Acushnet and Robert

“Bobby” Issac of Springfield, and place.
as well as many extended The other is a
family members and friends Paid Obituary,

who will miss her dearly.
Besides her mother, she
was predeceased by her
brother, Kenneth Issac.
Beers & Story Belchertown
Funeral Home was entrusted
with the arrangements.

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death

costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a

is a free, brief

Services will be private

and at the convenience of the word limit of up .to 500
family. words) and may include
a photograph.
DEATH NOTICES
William A. Theroux Death Notices & Paid
Died Dec. 25, 2025 Obituaries should be
Memorial Service .
Oct. 3 at 11 am. submitted through a
Second Baptist Church, .
589 Grand Rd.. fu'neral home to:
South Hadley obits @turley.com.

Janet E. Faulkins
Died Sept. 12, 2026
Services are private
Beers & Story
Belchertown Funeral
Home

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS15P0203EA
Estate of:

Dennis James Morin
Also known as:
Dennis J. Morin

Date of Death: 02/04/2015

CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Late and
Limited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed by
MaryAlice Morin of Belcher-
town, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
MaryAlice Morin of Belcher-
town, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve on the bond in un-
supervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 10/14/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION UNDER
THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: September 18, 2026
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
09/24/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS26P0619EA
Estate of:
Diane L. Opper
Also known as:
Diane Lynn Opper
Date of Death: 03/27/2026
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Sarah A. Miller
of East Longmeadow, MA re-
questing that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Sarah A. Miller of East Long-
meadow, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 10/21/2026

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections with-
in thirty (30) days of the return
day, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: September 18, 2026
Mark S. Ames,
Register of Probate
09/24/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

newspaper title.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

OFFICE OF
THE SELECT BOARD
BOARD OF LICENSE
COMMISSIONERS

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN
Notice is hereby given un-
der Chapter 148, Section 13 of
the General Laws that Principle
Property Management has ap-
plied for a license to install one
(1) 5,500-gallon gasoline tank
and one (1) 1,500 gallon diesel
tank for the storage of inflam-
mable fluids/gases at 401 Mill

Valley Road, Belchertown, MA
01007.

A public hearing relative to the
above referenced application will
be held on Monday, October 5,
2026 at 6:35 p.m. in the Select
Board’s Meeting Room on the
first floor of Lawrence Memorial
Hall, 2 Jabish Street, Belcher-
town, Massachusetts.

BOARD OF LICENSE
COMMISSIONERS

Whitney Jorns Kuhnlenz, Chair
Nicole Miner

Jonathan Ritter
Jennifer D. Turner
Lesa Lessard Pearson

09/17, 09/24/2026

MEMORIALS

Haluchs

haluchsmemorials.com

1014 Center St

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

Ludlow, MA 1| 583-6508

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

+Monuments & Cemetery Lettering -
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

You can count on Dorsey Memovials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section
will run in your community newspapers.

” ” Provid /ORKING FOREMA,
5.25" x4 o
other relateq wmk‘a':%qmrea Ry
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper i et
Po. Highway Department,
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$300 for th

$80 for each additional paper

THE T
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Town Adminisrao
This is a part-time 19 o,
For fulljob description,

HELP WANTED

OWN OF WAR|
SEEKING: £

TOWN OF HARp|
HIGHWAY WORKING FwﬂlggMAN
Seeking qualiied applicants or

Ment constructon
i operations and performs gy

paling heavy eqi
el tre vostion. "

ardwick.com
dwick-ma.gov.

' and Select Boar,
UrS per week position,
goto www.hamwicbma.gnv.

orested plase.
0o @ 413-435.4007

ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

10.75" x 8"
Qualified applicant
. x should s?nd cover Vehgr andmresume to
orsond 1ad"m(;n@mwnv.mlamwil:k.l:um
3600 for three pa pers 0 PO Box 575 Gilhemille, MA 01031

$160 for each additional paper

10.75" x 15.75"

$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,
get the third week FREE

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal

The Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel

The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News « The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
www.turley.com

Contact Paige at PLawor@turley.com or 413.283.8393
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THE
KITCHEN &
BATH CO.

DESIGN
BUILD
LIVE

)
>
=

Start and end your day in a space designed for serenity and superior
functionality at every stage of your life. We transform dated bathrooms into |
luxury spa retreats that evolve with your lifestyle. Using premium materials like .
Corian® and Wilsonart®, we create seamless, easy-to-clean surfaces that stand
the test of time. From smart storage solutions to accessible walk-in designs,

experience the perfect blend of elegance, safety, and long-term durability.
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LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES
(J
)

old HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE
 EXTERIORS -

ELECTRICAL * PLUMBING * HVAC * INSULATION

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS



