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‘The sweetest, 
kindest, most 
respectful man’
BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
sentinel@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – Resident 
Rolland Rodier has recently cele-
brated his 100th birthday.

A celebration event was held for 
Rolland on Sept. 8 at Christopher 
H e i g h t s  i n  B e l c h e r t o w n . 
According to a press statement, 
Rolland was born on Sept. 8, 1923.

“He loves to play Domino’s, so 
Christopher Heights decided to 
have a black and white theme for 
his party,” a spokesperson with 
Christopher Heights released. 
“It was well-attended by all of 
his friends, family, and staff at 
Christopher Heights.”

Rolland’s daughters, Denise 
Londraville and Claire Bigos, 
attended; Deacon John Murphy 
of Saint Francis of Assisi in 
Belchertown started the festivi-
ties by giving a birthday blessing, 
according to the press statement.

“State Representative Aaron 
Saunders stopped by to congrat-
ulate Rolland on his 100th  birth-
day and to give him a Citation 
by the House,” the spokesperson 
said, adding that Rolland was also 
given a citation from the Senate’s 
Office from State Senator Jake 
Oliveira.

“Laura Hicks read his biog-
raphy of his life so far and sang 
beautiful songs for him. It was a 
beautiful and memorable event for 
him and his family.”

Resident celebrates

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
sentinel@turley.com

B E L C H E RTOW N  –  T h e 
police department has recently 
announced its newest member—
Comfort Dog Oliver.

Oliver is an eight-week-old 
Labrador retriever who recently 
began training and working with 
his handler, Officer Valerie Austin, 
according to a statement on social 
media penned by the department.

“We would l ike to thank 
everyone who helped us get the 
Comfort Dog Program up and 
running,” police said, adding that 
Boonefield Labradors offered 
“support and donation” of Oliver.

“Well, I had my first day on 
the job,” Comfort Dog Oliver’s 
official Facebook page shared on 
behalf of the pup. “It was a lot of 
work so I am resting up for tomor-

row. I had a lot of company every-
one wants to see me.”

For more information and news 
on Oliver, members of the com-
munity can visit his Facebook 
page, titled: Oliver Belchertown 
Police Department Comfort Dog.

In other news, the Belchertown 
Police Department is hosting its 
pickleball tournament fundraiser 
on Sept. 30.

“We still have some open slots 
for anyone wishing to take part in 
the tournament,” police said.

Resident celebrates
100th birthday

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
Following a presentation from 
the Town Planner in August, 
the Selectboard discussed 
updating the Master Plan. 

Selectboard member Jen 
Turner said she wanted the 
item on the agenda so the 
board would revisit the topic 
with Selectboard Chair Ed 
Boscher, who wasn’t pres-
ent when the presentation 
occurred. 

“My thoughts are, look at 
the plan in its different sec-
tions,” Turner said. “Review 
them and make some notes to 
yourself about what you think 
about the implementation piec-
es, and we come together to 
pull together what we view as 
priorities as a board.”

Town Administrator Steve 
Williams said doing that would 
be a “multi-meeting process.”

“We can try to get some sort 
of format about how we’re 
going to list those priorities,” 
he said. “The problem is a lot 
of these documents are out-
dated so these priorities might 
be completed, or they may not 

Selectboard 
discusses 
master 
plan update

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Rolland Rodier, center, recently celebrated his 100th birthday.

Police dept. welcomes ‘comfort dog’ to its ranks

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
sentinel@turley.com

GRANBY – Resident James 
J. Bouchard, a Vietnam veter-
an and Purple Heart recipient, 
has been selected to receive “the 
experience of a lifetime” honor-
ing his military service.

“The 2023 Purple Heart 
Patriot Project, part of the 
National Purple Heart Honor 
Mission, has named James 
Bouchard of Granby its honoree 
representing Massachusetts,” a 
press statement reads.

A Vietnam veteran and former 
U.S. Navy combat corpsman 
assigned to the Marine Corps, 
Bouchard, a Purple Heart recip-
ient, will join other awardees 
from every state for a week-

long tribute tour in New York to 
honor of their service and sac-
rifice.

The program, according 
to a press statement, will pro-
vide an all-expenses-paid trip 
to New York with tours of the 
U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, the historic Washington 
Headquarters, and a special tour 
of the National Purple Heart 
Hall of Honor. Bouchard and 
his wife, Susan, will also be 
given private tours in New York 
City of the Statute of Liberty, 
the Vietnam Veterans Plaza, 
and the National September 11 
Memorial & Museum.

“Project organizers select-
ed Bouchard, a Maine native, 

Granby veteran, Purple Heart 
recipient to be honored

COURTESY PHOTO, BELCHERTOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT
The town’s police department has announced its newest member, Comfort Dog Oliver.

Please see BIRTHDAY, page 2Please see UPDATE, page 2

Please see VETERAN, page 8
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Sponsored by
Otto Florist & Gifts

Oct. 13 & 14, 2023
$15.00 Per Dozen

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT:

(Belchertown Animal Relief Committee)

Call (413)967-5381 to order (order by Oct. 1st)
or go online 24/7 to: ottoflorist.com/special events

It’s a WIN WIN!! Let’s help the Animals!!
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DDDDOOOOO
NNNNNNN’’’’’TTT MMMMIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS OOOOUUUUUUUTTT DO YOU

OWN
A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
sentinel@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – Six resi-
dents will participate in October’s 
Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund 
Walk.

Belchertown’s Ann Royce, 
Sandra Wilk, Andy Fulmer, Julia 
Cady, David Hulmes, and Rick 
Royce,  along with thousands of 
other walkers,  will be in Boston 
on Oct. 1 for this “iconic annu-
al event that will unite the com-
munity to raise funds to support 
all forms of adult and pediat-
ric care and cancer research at 
the nation’s premier cancer 
center,   Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute,” a press statement reads.

“The Jimmy Fund Walk has 
raised more than $167 million for 
Dana-Farber Cancer in its 34-year 
history, raising a record-breaking 
more than $8.8 million in 2022,” 
according to the media release.

“Throughout the past 34 years, 
the Jimmy Fund Walk has con-
tinuously supported life-saving 
research and cancer care at Dana-
Farber. The 2023 Walk will be 
held during the Jimmy Fund’s 
75th anniversary year and will 
aim to raise $9 million in the 
effort to prevent, treat, and defy 
cancer,” said Zack Blackburn, 
Director of the Jimmy Fund 
Walk. “This year also marks the 
35th  annual Jimmy Fund Walk. 
We are eager to get out on the 

course and see all our outstanding 
walkers and teams come together 
to support this great cause.” 

The Jimmy Fund Walk is the 
only organized walk “permitted 
on the famed Boston Marathon 
course,” and participants have the 
flexibility to choose from four 
distance options: a 5K walk (from 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute’s 
Longwood Medical Campus), a 
10K walk (from Newton), a Half-
Marathon walk (from Wellesley), 
and a Marathon Walk (from 
Hopkinton).

“Whatever  route  walkers 
choose, participants will be treat-
ed to 10 refueling stations as 
well as poster-sized photographs 
of patients—Jimmy Fund Walk 

Heroes—displayed at each mile 
and half-mile marker as inspi-
ration,” a press statement reads. 
“All four routes of the Jimmy 
Fund Walk will culminate at the 
Jimmy Fund Walk Finish Line 
Powered by Schneider Electric.”

Due to construction in Copley 
Square, the Jimmy Fund Walk 
Finish Line location has been 
moved to the Fenway neigh-
borhood for 2023, according to 
reports.

“Walkers should know that 
distances may be slightly shorter 
as we finish the walk in front of 
Fenway Park. The finish line will 
include a celebration complete 
with food, music, and a speaking 
program.”

Walkers my participate “a bit 
closer to home,” the press state-
ment added, as the Jimmy Fund 
Walk has “flexible opportunities.”

“Participants can also join the 
event virtually by ‘walking their 
way’ from wherever they are 
most comfortable-in their neigh-
borhood, on a favorite hiking 
trail, or on a treadmill at home. 
Materials to support Virtual 
Walkers are available.”

To register  or  volunteer, 
or to support a walker, visit 
JimmyFundWalk.org  or call 866-
531-9255. Registrants can enter 
the promo code NEWS for $5 off 
the registration fee. All registered 
walkers will receive a bib, medal, 
and a Jimmy Fund Walk T-shirt.

Residents to participate in Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk

“It was an honor to present Rolland with a House 
Citation commemorating his 100th birthday. Thank you to 
all of the folks at Christopher Heights for hosting a great 
party,” Rep. Saunders released in a statement on social 
media. “Happy birthday, Rolland.”

“He is the sweetest, kindest, [most] respectful man you 
will ever meet,” Christopher Heights released in a separate 
statement online.

BIRTHDAY from page 1

Rolland’s 100th birthday cake.

Rolland’s birthday celebration was held at Christopher Heights in 
Belchertown.

even be what our citizens are 
expecting us to be focused on.”

He suggested jumping into 
the summaries and working 
backwards from there.

At the Aug. 21 meeting, 
Albertson provided background 
to the board. 

The first master plan was 
done in 1975, and Albertson 
said he believes it was widely 
forgotten. Then in 1998, it was 
picked back up by a member of 
the Planning Board. 

It took about three to four 
years to get a new master plan, 
Albertson said, because the one 
completed in 1975 was obsolete. 

“The plan was finished and 
adopted in 2002,” Albertson 
said. “Over time, peoples’ mem-
ories fade and we updated it in 
2007…We added a section on 
agriculture.”

Two sections of the plan 
have been updated and two 
more were added—the econom-
ic development section which 
occurred three years ago, open 
space and recreation, which 
was done in 2021, the age- and 
dementia-friendly section, and 
climate resilience and sustain-
ability. 

As of that meeting, the 
Planning Board was in the pro-
cess of updating the housing 
section of the plan and was set 
to vote to adopt it on Aug. 22. 

Boscher asked how the pro-
cess works to update the docu-
ment.

Williams said he believes 
the process is already under-
way with the Planning Board, 
but there will be some back and 
forth.

“Once we identify the priori-
ties and the departments respon-
sible, we can ask the depart-
ments to report on it, similar to 
their goals and objectives,” he 
said. 

Turner said usually the town 
gets help with updating sections 
with the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission.

“I’d love to tackle communi-
ty facilities, we’re really chal-
lenged right now,” Turner said.

Williams said the challenge 
currently is funding the capi-
tal needs listed in the capital 
needs plan, which was created 
last year by Williams and Town 
Accountant Jill Rossi.

The board agreed to talk 
about the plan on Oct. 2, and 
then every two weeks until 
Thanksgiving. 

UPDATE from page 1
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■

Structural 
Pruning

■

Crane 
Service

■

Storm 
Damage

■

Stump 
Grinding

■

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
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JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230
jimpotter@jonesrealtors.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

7 EAST STREET, GRANBY MA
413-537-3047

Fugler Excavating
& Septic

BELCHERTOWN - The town’s 
Council on Aging is a communi-
ty-based resource for citizens of 
Belchertown aged 60 and over.

The Senior Center is located at 
60 State Street, just off Route 202 
at the William Gerald Whitlock 
Municipal Complex (next to the 
police station), and is home to a 
variety of programs and services.

Hours are Mondays from 8 – 
3:30 p.m., and Tuesdays-Fridays 
from 8 – 4:30 p.m.; contact the 
Senior Center at 413-323-0420.

Upcoming events at the Senior 
Center include:

Nutrition Program
The Nutrit ion Department 

offers both congregate and home 
delivered meals, Monday through 
Friday. All meals are home cooked 
and prepared daily in the kitchen; 
meals are balanced and nutritious, 
served with dessert and choice of 
juice, coffee, tea, or milk. There 
is no fee for these services, but 
there is a suggested, voluntary, 
confidential donation of $2.50 for 
adults 60 and over.  (Increasing to 
$3 on October 1). Guests under 60 
are required to pay $5. This money 
is used exclusively by the kitchen 
to defray rising food costs.

Congregate Meals
In-person dining is offered 

Monday through Friday at 11:30 
a.m. Reservations must be made 
24 hours before by calling Kim at 
413-323-0420 ext. 508.

This is an opportunity to enjoy 
a delicious meal while socializing 
and meeting new people.

Home Delivered Meals
Meals are delivered Monday 

through Friday between 10:30 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. to those cli-
ents who are eligible. Supper and 
weekend meals are also available. 
Eligibility is based on individual 
circumstances, and can be avail-
able on a short- or long-term basis.

For more information, contact 
the program staff:

Laura  Wagner,  Nut r i t ion 
Program Coordinator, 413-323-
0420  ext.  507 or LWagner@
belchertown.org;

M a r i a h  D i e s i ,  N u t r i t i o n 
Program Assistant, MDiesi@
belchertown.org

Social Services and Outreach
C e r t i f i e d  S H I N E 

Counselors Review and assist with 
Medicare, health insurance, and 
prescription plan renewals. Other 
services are available, including 
referrals to local agencies, a pri-
vate pay list, home visits to ensure 
safety and to determine needs, and 
more.

Please call for an appointment 
at 413-323-0420

Laurene  Kenda l l ,  Soc ia l 
Services Coordinator, ext. 505 
or Heather Woodworth, Social 
Services Asst., ext. 509

Transportation
Van service in Belchertown can 

be scheduled within town to and 
from the BCOA and to local busi-
nesses for food, prescriptions, or 
personal care—$1 each way.

Medical transportation by a 
driver in a personal vehicle can 
be scheduled for medical appoint-
ments in or out of town. Fees 
apply, and vary based on income 
and distance of travel.

Walmart and Big Y  bi-weekly 
trips can be scheduled to Ware—
$3 round trip.

Rides are scheduled on a first-
come, first-serve basis and as the 
schedule allows.

Please call 413-323-0420 for 
information or to schedule.

Kim Rossi, Transportation 
Coordinator, ext. 508

Health & Wellness
At BCOA, there is “something 

for everyone,” including classes, 
clubs, wellness clinics, and other 
activities each week.

Footcare: Piper Sagan, RN and 
Certified Foot Care Specialist, 

provides services on the second 
Monday of every month. She will 
assess overall foot health, clip/file 
nails, file callouses, and recom-
mend shoe wear and cushioning 
as needed. She will finish with a 
massage using healing essential 
oils to promote foot health—$50 
per visit.

Skincare:  Diane Neill, licensed 
esthetician, offers facials and 
waxing services on the third 
Wednesday of every month. 
She offers a Signature Facial, a 
Microdermabrasion Facial, LED 
Light Therapy, or waxing services. 
Prices vary by service.

Massage:   Jod i  Kaufman, 
licensed massage therapist and 
certified in geriatric massage, 
offers one-hour massages on the 
first Tuesday of every month—$70 
per visit.

Yoga: Classes offered Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9:30 
a.m.—$5/class. Preregistration 
required.

Tai Chi:  Classes offered out-
doors (weather permitting) on 
Tuesdays and Fridays at 10 a.m. 
Suggested donation is $0.50 cents/
class.

H e a l t h y  B o n e s  & 
Balance: Classes offered Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays  a t  10  a .m. 
Suggested donation is $0.50 cents/
class.

W h o l e f o o d / P l a n t - B a s e d 
Program: Group meets on the 
third Thursday of every month at 
10 a.m. Free to attend.

Quabbinaires  Walking Group: 
Walks take place three-four times 
per month. Days and times vary. 
Free to attend.

Nurse “Office Hours”: Walk-in 
blood pressure/glucose checks and 
general questions. Offered second 
and fourth Mondays, 10-11 a.m.

E x e r c i s e  E q u i p m e n t 
Room:  State-of-the-art treadmills, 
exercise bikes, and weights. Free 
to use. No appointment necessary.

Grief/Loss Support Group: 
Group  mee t s  on  the  f i r s t 
Wednesday of every month at 
12:30 p.m. Free to attend.

Call Stephanie at 413-323-
0420  ext.  501 for more informa-
tion or to sign up.

Ukelele  Group: Every Monday 
at 12:30 p.m., bring your own uku-
lele, and play for fun.

Book Club:  Third Monday of 
the month, 10 a.m.

Wii Bowling: Every Friday, 10 
a.m.

For even more events and offer-
ings, contact the Belchertown 
Senior Center.

Belchertown Senior Center announces events
❚ SENIORS

❚ COMMUNITY

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
sentinel@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN –  The 
town’s Select Board is seeking 
citizens to share their expertise 
by serving on a town board or 
committee.

Those who have time and are 
interested in getting involved in 
the town’s activities are asked 
to submit a letter of interest to: 
Select Board, The Finnerty 
House, One South Main Street, 
P.O. Box 670, Belchertown, MA 
01007, or by email to  select-
board@belchertown.org.

The town has announced that it 
wishes to fill the following vacan-
cies:

Agricultural Commission
Three associate non-voting 

member seats
This commission promotes 

agricultural-based economic 
opportunities; preserves, revital-
izes and sustains the Belchertown 
agricultural  industries,  and 

encourages the pursuit of agricul-
ture as a career opportunity and 
lifestyle.

Deadline: Sept. 29, 2023

Trustee for the Calvin 
Bridgman Library Fund

Three-year elected volunteer 
position

Random hours as needs arise; 
this position will be elected at 
the 2024 Annual Town Meeting. 
Individual will work with two 
other Trustees to oversee dis-
bursements of funds to libraries 
within the town of Belchertown.

Deadline: May 10, 2024

Trail Stewardship Council
One vacancy
The town wishes to fill a vacan-

cy to represent landowners of the 
town on the Trail Stewardship 
Council. Interested individuals 
should be knowledgeable about 
local land use and related issues. 
Additional information specific 
to this council can be found at 
newenglandtrail.org.

Deadline: Sept. 29, 2023

Animal Control Advisory Board
One vacancy
This board has the authority 

to conduct hearings as allowed 
in the town’s by-laws and pose 
reasonable conditions as deemed 
appropriate.  The ideal applicants 
may be a dog breeder, a dog train-
er, a veterinarian, a non-pet owner 
from the community, a medical 
professional specializing in emer-
gency medicine, an animal enthu-
siast or caregiver, a pet owner, 
and/or interested residents.

Deadline: Sept. 29, 2023

Cultural Council
One vacancy
The Cultural Council promotes 

an appreciation of the arts and 
culture by participating in the 
development and administration 
of funds for local cultural activ-
ities, awarding grants each year 
to support cultural activities in 
town, using the funding the town 
receives from the Massachusetts 

Cultural Council. Additionally, 
the council sponsors two flagship 
events:  Food Truck Fridays and 
Winter Light Night.

The Belchertown Cultural 
Council generally meets on the 
first Tuesday evening of the 
month via Zoom.  They are espe-
cially interested in recruiting a 
member who is experienced with 
website design and social media 
platforms.

Deadline:  Sept. 29, 2023

Communications Committee
Two full-member seats
The purpose of this committee 

is to develop a communication 
plan for the town of Belchertown, 
to improve information flow from 
the town to the public. Experience 
with marketing, communications, 
and/or social media is highly pre-
ferred.

Deadline:  Sept. 29, 2023

Veterans’ Services Advisory 
Board (VSAB)

One anticipated At-Large 

vacancy
VSAB works closely with the 

town’s Veterans’ Agent on issues 
pertaining to veterans, including 
Veterans Day and Memorial Day 
ceremonies, war memorials, vet-
erans’ graves, or any other related 
areas of concern.

Deadline:  Sept. 29, 2023
  

Scholarship Committee
Home-schooling representative 

seat
Those interested in serving in 

this capacity may submit a letter 
of interest.

Deadline: Sept. 29, 2023

Belchertown State School 
Buildings and Grounds 

Committee
Two additional full-member 

seats
The committee will advise 

the town and the Select Board 
on funding opportunities for 
maintaining and developing the 

Select Board announces board, committee vacancies

Please see VACANCIES, page 10
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL!

Boar’s Head Deli 
SPECIALS

September 13 – September 19
Boar’s Head Fire Smith 
Chicken Breast ........... $11.99/lb

Boar’s Head Vermont 
Cheddar Cheese ............$8.99/lb

   Beautiful 
   Hardy Mums

In Fabulous Fall Colors
BIG SELECTION!

Many Sizes

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice Cream
NEW SEPTEMBER CREAMERY 

WINDOW HOURS
Wednesday-Friday 3pm-8pm

Saturday & Sunday 11am-8pm

WINNER OF READER RAVES:
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 & 2024

FALL IS FOR PLANTING
ALL TREES 
& SHRUBS

  20%-50% OFF
Rose of Sharon, 

Hydrangea, Hypericum, 
Rose Bushes & More

Witches, Ghosts, 
Scarecrows, 
Garden Flags
Straw Bales,

Gourds,
Sugar Pumpkins, 
Face Pumpkins & 

Specialty Pumpkins

Decorate For Fall

FALL
FLAVORS
Locally Grown 

Macintosh Apples
5 lb Tote Bags $5.99

FRESH SWEET CIDER
APPLE CIDER DONUTS
Apple Cake, Apple Crisp 

& Fresh Baked Pies

5inch, 9inch and 12inch Patio Pots

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-�e-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Tues.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. & Mon.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

BUYING COLLECTIONS: 
COINS, POCKET & MECHANICAL 

WATCHES, TOYS, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 543-6065

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

Lic. # 809640 www.LittleFriends39.com

Caring for Children 12mos. - Grade 3
Full day, before and after school programs
and a morning preschool program offered

413-323-8447

We
HaveOpeningsCaring for Children 1 year up to 9 years

Full day, before and after school programs
Lic. # 809640 www.Li�leFriends39.com

Li�le Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

413-323-8447

 HAVE FUN 
LEARNING!

❚ COMMUNITY

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
sentinel@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s 
Cultural Council is seeking funding 
proposals for community-oriented 
arts, humanities, and science pro-
grams.

The Belchertown Cultural Council 
(BCC) has announced it will be 
accepting applications for the 2024 
grants cycle through Tuesday, Oct. 17.

“Organizations and individuals are 
invited to apply for grants that support 
cultural activities in the community,” 
the BCC released in a press statement. 
“Grants from the BCC can be used 
to support a variety of artistic proj-
ects and activities in Belchertown—

including exhibits, festivals, field trips, 
short-term artist residencies, perfor-
mances, workshops, or lectures.”

The BCC is part of a network of 
329 Local Cultural Councils (LCC) 
serving all 351 cities and towns in the 
Commonwealth.

“The LCC Program is the largest 
grassroots cultural funding network 
in the nation, supporting thousands 
of community-based projects in the 
arts, sciences, and humanities every 
year,” Belchertown’s Cultural Council 
released. “The state legislature pro-
vides an annual appropriation to the 
Mass. Cultural Council, a state agen-
cy, which then allocates funds to each 
community.”

According to reports, past projects 

funded by the BCC include a pas-
tel painting workshop at the Clapp 
Memorial Library, Sarah the Fiddler 
at the Senior Center, The Belchertown 
Skatepark Graffiti Jam and Skate 
Deck Paint Party, the sculpture instal-
lation Anillo at the Lake Wallace 
Sensory trail, and much more.

“All proposals and ideas are wel-
come,” the BCC added.

For local guidelines and informa-
tion on the BCC, visit the website at: 
belchertownculturalcouncil.com or 
email grants@belchertowncultural-
council.com.

Application forms and more infor-
mation about the Local Cultural 
Council Program are available online 
at mass-culture.org.

Cultural Council seeks funding proposals

BELCHERTOWN - The Clapp 
Memorial Library offers a wealth 
of resources for the communi-
ty, as well as a full schedule of 
free public programs for all ages.
“Stop in at 19 South Main Street, or 
go to clapplibrary.org to see what’s 
new,” the library released in a press 
statement.

The library will be open:
Mondays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. – 6 

p.m.
Tuesdays ,  Wednesdays ,  and 

Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Upcoming programs at the Clapp 
Memorial Library include:

Transform Your Yard to Support 
Pollinators, A 12-Step Guide

7 p.m. on Tuesday, September 19
Many people now realize the 

importance of pollinators and other 
essential wildlife and want to make 
their yard pollinator-friendly, but 
don’t know where to start. In this talk, 
master gardener Heidi Dollard will 
step you through the process of eval-
uation, planning, and implementation, 
with many options for large and small 
changes.

The Jellyfish (pastel painting 
workshop)

Tuesday, Sept. 26, at 1 p.m.
This is a pastel painting workshop 

designed for both sheer beginners to 
advanced adult participants. In this 
new, fun, two-hour workshop, all par-
ticipants produce their very own per-
sonalized and original pastel based 
on these captivating sea creatures. 
Maichack guides everyone in draw-
ing, blending, and layering.

Registration and confirmation are 
required.

Science Fiction & Fantasy Book 
Club

Tuesday, Sept. 26, at 6 p.m. (virtual)
A monthly book group for lovers 

of high fantasy, hard science fiction, 
fable, far future, and all of the specu-
lative fiction options. This group meets 
online via Google Meet. To sign-up or 
ask questions, email Tegan at tmanni-
no@cwmars.org

L e t ’ s  T a l k  E m e r g e n c y 
Preparedness

Wednesday, Sept. 27, at 6 p.m.
S e p t e m b e r  i s  E m e r g e n c y 

Preparedness Month. Join Kirsten 
Krieger, Public Health Nurse for the 
Quabbin Health District, for a presen-
tation and learn about preparing for an 
emergency.

Imagine 2200: Climate Fiction for 
Future Ancestors

Wednesday, Sept. 27, at 6:30 p.m. 
(virtual)

Join Tory Stephens of  Gris t 
Magazine, an independent non-profit 
media organization focused on the cli-
mate crisis, and learn how he created 
“Imagine 2200: Climate Fiction for 
Future Ancestors.”

“Imagine is a storytelling initiative 
that calls for fiction writers to envi-
sion the next 180 years of equitable 
climate progress, imagining intersec-
tional worlds of abundance, adaptation, 
reform, and hope.”

Email clapp@cwmars.org for a 
Zoom link.

Historical Crafts from Ancient to 
Renaissance

Friday, Sept. 29, from 3-6 p.m.
Get hands-on with history with 

Castle Nitor. Learn about daily life and 
try a few crafts. We often think of the 
past as a foreign land that we can’t 
understand, but their lives were very 

similar to ours. Enjoy a break in a dif-
ferent time; this program is outside on 
the library lawn, all are welcome.

This class is run by Allison, the 
Lady of Castle Nitor; she is a history 
lover who collects craft skills and loves 
teaching and “creating a fun, relax-
ing environment for all,” the library 
released.

“Castle Nitor helps people live fully 
by learning from historical daily life 
and bringing the arts of the past to life 
again.”

Additionally, story times for ages 
three months to six years old will begin 
the week of Monday, September 18. 
Story times feature age-appropriate sto-
ries, songs, finger plays, and art activi-
ties; registration and confirmation are 
required. For more information and 
to register, visit clapplibrary.org/sto-
ry-hour.

Babytime Storytime (3-12 months)
9 - 9:45 a.m., Mondays (September 

18 & 25, October 2, 23, & 30, and 
November 6)

Babytime is for ages three – 12 
months.

First Steps Storytime (12-24 months)
1 0  -  1 0 : 4 5  a . m . ,  M o n d a y s 

(September 18 & 25, October 2, 23, & 
30, and November 6)

First Steps is for ages 12 – 24 
months.

Toddler Time (Two-year-olds)
9 : 3 0 - 1 0 : 3 0  a . m . ,  Tu e s d a y s 

(September 19 & 26, October 3, 24, & 
31, and November 7)

Toddler Time is for two-year-old 
children.

Preschool Storytime
 (Three- through six-year-olds)

9 :30 -10 :30  a .m . ,  Thur sdays 
(September 28, October 5, 19, & 26, 
and November 2 & 9)

Preschool Story Time is for chil-
dren ages three to six.

Clapp Memorial Library’s September events
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Dear Editor,

Last year, I wrote to you about the large 
increase in the fees for my Spectrum ser-
vices. At that time, my bill had increased 
over $33 in less than two years. Fast for-
ward another year and my fee has increased 
another $26 in just one year! Once again, 
I understand the need to increase fees but 
Spectrum’s increases are totally unreason-
able, as I have not changed any of my ser-
vices and stick to a relatively basic slate of 

options.
Again, it might be time for Belchertown 

to consider another cable/internet/phone 
provider. Spectrum seems to feel that they 
can increase their fees as much as they 
want and whenever they want. As I said last 
year, is that the kind of company our com-
munity wants to do business with? I, for 
one, don’t think it should be.

Thank you,
Cathy Terry

Spectrum fee increases—again

Editor’s Note: The following information was 
acquired over the course of my career as a journalist, 
through my work as an animal advocate, and through 
common knowledge.

Did you know there are different types of animal 
shelters? Years ago, when I first started volunteering 
in the world of animal rescue, I learned the difference 
between open admission shelters, limited admission 
shelters, and local animal rescues.

All three serve a vital role, requiring equal amounts 
of care and support from us.

Municipal Shelters
Municipal animal shelters are run by a government, 

operating on a budget just like police departments, pub-
lic health departments, and more. These shelters work 
as part of a city or county’s animal control division, and 
are most often funded with taxpayer monies, aiming to 
assist animals within the shelter’s authority while also 
protecting humans from the potential hazards posed by 
animals. As per certain regulations, municipal shelters 
are often contractually required to take in any animal, 
regardless of health, disposition, or age—including 
every single dog that’s surrendered, every stray cat, 
animals that are sick, kittens too young for adoption, 
animals taken from hoarding situations, and so much 
more. Because of this, municipal shelters are consid-
ered “open admission” and risk becoming overstrained. 
As part of a governmental body, the requirement that 
falls on these shelters is to serve the public as a whole.

Private Shelters
While some privately-run shelters do contract with 

one or more municipalities, most are independently-op-
erated nonprofit facilities—not run by a government. 
Private shelters often have a Board of Directors estab-
lishing policies, procedures, operations, and bylaws 
within the shelter, and while private shelters can be 
open admission (if they’re contracted with a municipal-
ity) they’re most often considered “limited admission.” 
This means that private shelters can choose which 
animals they take in, and they are able to turn animals 
away. Private shelters are typically funded through 
donations, as opposed to an operating budget.

Rescue Organizations
Nonprofit rescue groups are another alternative 

to consider when adopting a pet; these groups can 
have a physical location, but often do not and are 
“foster-based,” relying on a network of foster homes 
instead. These organizations often take in animals from 
overburdened open admission shelters, and many func-
tion exclusively on donations and the efforts of volun-
teers.

Limited Admission vs. Open Admission Shelters
Open admission shelters will not, or cannot as per 

certain regulations, turn away an animal. This creates 
a problem when intake rates are high and resources are 
strained.

Limited admission shelters, on the other hand, are 
not obligated to accept every animal; they can say, 
“we’re at capacity,” or they can also accept only a spe-
cific group of animals, such as special needs pets or 
very young kittens, concentrating their resources and 
offering services that otherwise may not be available. 
These facilities are often considered “no-kill” as they 
will not euthanize animals regarded as healthy or adopt-
able.

Opinion: The Writer’s Take
It’s our duty to look beyond these labels to become 

part of the solution. I believe it’s a mistake to criticize 
or vilify the open admission shelters that so urgently 
need our support. Without these facilities, the animals 
would have no place to go—these shelters must exist, 
and it’s our job to help them, not decry them.

To be considered “no-kill,” an organization must 
reach a 90 percent placement rate for the animals in 
their care, which can include adoption, rescue transfers, 
and more. This is simply a more achievable standard 
for the limited admission shelters that can turn animals 
away, but the good news is that open admission shelters 
can also reach that “no-kill” status, although it requires 
a tremendous level of support from us, the community.

To help every open admission shelter get to this sta-
tus, we must get involved. We must use our voices to 
spread truth and light, and we must contribute to the 
programming offered by these facilities. The goal of 
every animal shelter reaching this benchmark requires 

FUR-EVER
homes

By Kimberly 
Palmucci

Types of animal shelters

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
Matters

Why is my age 70 
benefit not higher 
than my January 
amount?

Dear Rusty,
I plan to retire in 2025, the year I turn 

70. Given that I’m still working, I’m delay-
ing my Social Security until that year. I 
noticed on my Social Security statement 
that my payment in January of 2025 will 
not be much different than my age 70 
amount in October of 2025.

 If that is truly the case, would it not be 
better for me to start taking Social Security 
payments starting in January of 2025. Am I 
missing anything here? 

Signed: Uncertain Senior

Dear Uncertain Senior,
Your benefit in October 2025 at age 70 

will be about six percent more than it will 
be in January 2025. If that isn’t shown 
on your Statement of Estimated Benefits, 
it may be due to a particular nuance in 
Social Security’s rules relating to Delayed 
Retirement Credits. 

When benefits are claimed mid-year 
after full retirement age, the DRCs earned 
in that year aren’t applied until the follow-
ing January. Thus, someone who claims 
benefits to start mid-year will initially get 
the DRCs they’ve earned through the end 
of the previous year, but not immediately 
get credit for the additional DRCs earned 
during the claim-year. Those extra DRCs 
earned between January and the month 
benefits started will be applied the follow-
ing January. 

By way of example, if someone beyond 
FRA claims benefits to start in October 
2024, their initial SS retirement benefit will 
be what they were entitled to at the end 

of 2023 and would not include 
DRCs earned between January 
2024 and September 2024. They 
will collect that initial January 
2024 benefit until January 2025 
when the DRCs earned in 2024 
are applied, at which point their 

benefit would increase by six percent. 
There is, however, one exception to this 

rule, which is that all DRCs are immedi-
ately credited when benefits are claimed 
to start in the month age 70 is reached, so 
despite what your Statement of Estimated 
Benefits might reflect, if you claim for 
benefits to start in the month you turn 70 
(October 2025) you will get your maxi-
mum age 70 benefit immediately and won’t 
need to wait until January 2026 for those 
extra DRCs to be applied. 

Unfortunately, Social Security’s benefit 
estimator doesn’t explain how this nuance 
works and may show someone claiming 
mid-year receiving the same benefit as 
for the preceding January, without further 
explanation. 

That is, in my opinion, a flaw in the esti-
mator which may result in people making 
a wrong decision on when to claim their 
Social Security benefit. Nevertheless, rest 
assured that your benefit in October 2025, 
the month you turn 70, will be your max-
imum amount - 6% more than it would be 
if you claimed benefits to start in January 
2025 and you won’t need to wait until the 
following January to get the DRCs earned 
earlier in 2025. 

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi-
sor for AMAC. Please see FUR-EVER, page 7
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Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Follow us on

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm, Sun. 8am-6pm
Family Owned & Operated

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted • Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available • Now Accepting EBT In Store

Mums, Pumpkins, Cornstalks, Straw Bales, 
Ornamental Grass & Indian Corn

Large Cabbages, Winter Potatoes, Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, 
Squashes, Corn, Tomatoes, Carrots & Leaks

Boxes of Canning Tomatoes, 5 & 10 Lb Onions & More
Local Vendors: Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, 

Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Fresh Polish Foods,
Caramel Corn, Maple Products, Ice Cream & More

We Regret Due To Heavy Crop Losses 
We Will Not Have Pick Your Own Apples This Season

Friends of the Clapp Memorial Library 

Professional Drywall Construction 
McCarthy’s Pub
Country Bank

North Brook�eld Savings Bank
Pelham Auto Service

Westover Auto Salvage
Cold Spring Self Storage

Shady Glen Kennel
A Healing Touch �erapeutic Massage

Liberty Blues Landscaping
Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency

J.G. Austin Services, LLC
Claymates

Cindy’s Drive-in

Come Visit Us at 19 South Main Street
We are now open

Monday & Friday: 9:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, �ursday: 9:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

�e Clapp Memorial Library 
wishes to thank 

the Belchertown community 
for a successful 

Summer Reading Program. 

200 adults, 107 teens, 
and 383 children 

participated in our 
Summer Reading Program 

this year!

We especially want to 
thank our sponsors, 

whose support 
was instrumental 

in our success:

James 
Cook

vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of �rearms and �rearm related items

• Pistols • Ri�es • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Things to consider 
when overwintering 
your favorite herbs

It’s getting to be “that time,” where we 
must concede that summer is winding 
down.  

What comes next?  Frost and then a sea-
son of rest!  

But there is much to do before then, 
especially if you have herbs that you’d like 
to dig up and overwinter inside.  

At Old Sturbridge Village we dig up 
Rosemary, Bay, Lemon Verbena and many 
more tender plants. At home I am getting 
my own collection of plants that I too must 
dig up if I want to save my investment.  

Over time, I have ended up with some 
very good-sized specimens. Overwintering 
these biggies can prove to be challenging 
space-wise, but they make such a statement 
in the garden I look forward to the hassle 
of digging them up and keeping them alive 
during the offseason.  

Before the interpreters dig up the plants, 
I always ask that they give the plants a 
good bath to cut down on the number of 
insects that will be brought into the green-
house. For the home gardener this is equal-
ly important.  

I say “bath” because my pesticide of 
choice is a natural and fairly benign one 
- made of potassium salts of fatty acids 
(soap) that weaken the insect’s outer shell 

and cause dehydration.  It is sprayed on 
leaves and stems until they are soaked, 
and can be reapplied every 7-10 days as 
needed.  

This product is especially effective on 
insects that make their home on herbs and 
houseplants:  whitefly, aphids and mealy 
bugs.  

Once the insects have been eradicated, 
it is time to get out the shovel and get to 
work digging up and repotting the plants.  
As mentioned, it’s amazing at how large 
some of them can become after only a few 
months in the ground.  

It is important to salvage as much of the 
root ball as possible to minimize the shock 
of being potted up. To do this, position 
your shovel along the “drip line” of the 
plant and dig straight down, completely 
around its circumference.  

After you’ve made your way around, get 
your shovel underneath and lift.  Have a 
pot ready - one that is an inch or two big-
ger than the root ball is sufficient, and will 
allow for minimal winter growth.  

My container of choice is always plastic, 
but glazed pottery is fine, although it is 
heavy. I steer clear of clay; it dries out too 
quickly.  

I usually put a couple of inches of moist 
potting soil into the container, set the plant 
and then fill in with more as needed before 
watering well. Oftentimes I leave the plants 
outside until a frost threatens, then I bring 
them in and back out until the weather 
turns decidedly cold.

Perhaps the most cherished of all tender 
herbs is Rosemary (Rosemarinus officina-
lis), the herb of remembrance.  The key to 
growing it successfully indoors is “cool but 
sunny.” 

My new old house affords me many such 
microclimates. If you aren’t as lucky, try 
for a sunny window away from dry heat, in 
other words far from heat vents, etc.  

My mudroom runs at about 50 degrees 
but has decent sunlight. Win-win!

Bay tree (Laurus nobilis) is another 
favorite and can be grown right through 
the winter with little or no coddling pro-
vided it is given medium to bright light and 
consistent watering. Do be on guard for the 
waxy-looking scale insect; one giveaway is 
leaves covered in a sticky, shiny sap called 
honey dew.  

Try to “Q-tip” individual insects with 
rubbing alcohol or use insecticidal soap 
or horticultural oil to smother larger infes-
tations. If the bugs have been active for a 
while, sooty mold may have formed.  

This thick, black coating will likely need 
to be scrubbed off leaf by leaf to allow the 
plant to photosynthesize properly.

To have success overwintering scent-
ed geraniums (Pelargonium spp.) indoors, 
situate them in bright light where daytime 
temperatures are 65-70 degrees, and night 
temps are in the 50s.  Fertilize every other 
month during the fall and winter.  

Smaller leaved varieties will be easier 
to manage; large leaved cultivars will get 
top-heavy quickly- take terminal or “tip” 
cuttings of these instead.

Lemon Verbena (Aloysia triphylla) may 
start out looking great, but a month or so 
into indoor culture will likely begin to lose 
its leaves. Fear not, leaf drop is completely 
normal and to be expected!  

You may be tempted to throw it out; 
instead, position in a sunny spot, water as 
needed and await new growth in the spring.  

I hope this has provided you with the 
necessary information to extend the lifes-
pan of your tender herbs.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

The woman who went over 
Niagara Falls in a Barrel

You’re turning 63. How should you 
celebrate? 

With a cake with candles? A family 
get-together? Maybe a party?

How about crawling into a wood-
en barrel, having it screwed shut, then 
plunging 60-feet over one of the world’s 
great natural wonders? Which, by the 
way, nobody else has ever lived to tell 
about.

A woman did that nearly 120 years 
ago, the crowning achievement in her 
quirky life. Here’s what happened.

Annie Edson Taylor was a tomboy 
growing up. One of 11 children raised on 
a farm in upstate New York, she preferred 
outdoors and sports to dolls and dresses. 

She was a dreamer whose imagination 
constantly sprouted new ideas.

She married at the age of 18. Annie 
quickly regretted it, but not for long. 

Their only child died in infancy and 
her husband passed away soon afterward.

It was hard for a woman to support her-
self in the 19th Century. Annie bounced 
around the country from one job to anoth-
er, with interesting experiences woven in 
between. 

She  surv ived  a  house  fi re  in 
Chattanooga, a small earthquake in South 
Carolina, and even a stagecoach robbery 
out west. (Refusing to hand over the 
$800 hidden in her dress - all the money 

us to dig deep within ourselves, to identify 
where our help is needed, and to contribute 
our skills and efforts.

The employees and volunteers working 
in the world of animal rescue are some of 

the most compassionate and courageous 
souls I’ve met; they choose to do what they 
do because they love animals, and they 
often put every aspect of their own health 
on the line. Together, we can help.

It’s important that we focus our efforts 
not on labels but rather on what matters—

FUR-EVER from page 6 the animals and the people working to 
help them.

The big birthday plunge

Please see HOLY COW, page 13
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GREAT ON THE GRILL

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN .......................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SPARE RIBS...........

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 9/14/23-9/20/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FOZEN BONE-IN

PORK LOIN END CHOPS....$189

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or STEAKS................
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG.......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS TRAY PAK

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN .....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
21/25 COUNT 

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ................... ea

$399
ea

USDA INSP. 

HATFIELD BACON 1 LB................

$249

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK TENDERLOIN ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ........

$195
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
VIRGINIA HAM .................

$444
lb

$999

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

STEAKS

$199

$335
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$899
lb

$479
lb

$799
lb

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

❚ GRANBY

GRANBY - Nature story times, 
crafts, and hands-on with Ranger 
Tasha will be held twice monthly 
at the Granby Library this fall.

Presented by Tasha Daniels, 
park ranger/visitor services spe-
cialist  at the Silvio O. Conte 
National Fish and Wildlife 
Refuge, U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service. Children ages three-five, 
siblings, and homeschoolers, are 
invited to drop in.

How Do Critters Prepare for 
Winter?

10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 19
Hear a story about how squir-

rels get ready for winter. Ranger 
Tasha will bring real bear, bob-
cat, and beaver pelts to show how 
these animals prepare for cooler 
weather.

Future nature story time dates 
include Oct. 3 and 17 and Nov. 7 

and 21. The Granby Free Public 
Library is located at 297 East 
State Street, Granby. Call the 
library at 413-467-3320 during 
open hours for more information.

Granby Library hours:
Tuesdays, Wednesday, and 

Fridays: 10:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Thurdays: 10:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Saturdays: 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 

p.m.

GRANBY – Throughout the 
month of September, a fall book 
sale is ongoing at the Granby 
Free Public Library.

Through Sept. 30, book  lov-
ers can choose from a large 
assortment of used and like-
new books in fiction and non-fic-
tion, according to a press state-
ment. Used DVDs, video games, 
audiobooks,  and CDs wil l 
also be on  sale. Stop in during 

the library’s regular operat-
ing hours, which are: Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays ,  and  Fr idays 
from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to 7 
p.m., and Saturdays from 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Granby Free Public 
Library is located at 297 E State 
Street, Granby. All proceeds ben-
efit the Friends of the Granby 
Library.

GRANBY – Children ages 
Pre-K-12yrs are invited to design 
and enter a bookmark in the 2023 
10th Anniversary of the Granby 
Free Public Library’s new build-
ing and the 40th birthday of the 
Friends of the Granby Library 
Bookmark Contest.

Stop by the library during open 
hours to pick up a bookmark 
template and entry form.

“Your bookmark should rep-
resent what the Granby Library 
means to you and to the com-
munity,” a press statement reads. 
“One lucky winner will have 
their bookmark printed in time 
for library anniversary festivi-
ties this fall and will win a $25 
prize.”

Bookmark entries are due back 
to the library by Sept. 17.

‘Talk like a 
Pirate’ day at 
local library 
upcoming

GRANBY – The library will 
hold “Talk like a Pirate” day 
next Tuesday, Sept. 19.

“Ahoy All Ye Pirates Young 
and Old. Dress up in pirate 
garb or just put on yer pirate 
eyepatch to earn some pirate 
booty,” the Granby Public 
Library released. “Learn some 
cool pirate lingo and take part 
in a treasure hunt.”

T h e  ev e n t  h a s  b e e n 
described as “fun for all ages.”

who enlisted in the service in the 
Navy in 1967,” a press statement 
reads. “Bouchard was deployed 
to Vietnam as a combat corps-
man where he was wounded in 
August 1969. He was shot in 
the chest by enemy fire during a 
large ambush while assigned to 
Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th 
Marine Regiment.”

Following his U.S. Navy ser-
vice, Bouchard became an emer-
gency medical technician and 
instructor, according to the media 
release. He is an active mem-
ber of the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart and several other 
veteran service organizations in 

western Massachusetts, including 
the Disabled American Veterans.

Along with his Purple Heart 
and a Bronze Star, Bouchard 
was awarded the Republic of 
Vietnam Campaign Medal , 
Navy Commendation Medal 
with Combat V, the Republic of 
Vietnam Gallantry Cross with 
Palm, and the Vietnam Service 
Medal  wi th  Marine  Corps 
Combat Insignia with 1 Star 
Combat Action Ribbon.

According to a release from the 
national Purple Heart Mission, 
Bouchard is a member of the 
project’s 2023 class of veterans 
who served in World War II, the 
Vietnam War, Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom, 

and other conflicts.
Members of the group repre-

sent all branches of the service 
and range from 37- to 100-years-
old.

“Our Purple Heart recipients 
have made enormous sacrific-
es for America, and this is our 
opportunity to say, ‘thank you’ 
on behalf of a grateful nation,” 
said Col. Russ Vernon (NYARNG 
Ret.), the executive director for 
the National Purple Heart Honor 
Mission. “For some, this will 
be like the homecoming they 
never had. We received hundreds 
of nominations from across the 
country, and we look forward to 
honoring James for his courage 
and service, both during combat 

operations and in the years since 
returning home.”

Nearly 54 years after his ser-
vice in Vietnam, Bouchard said 
it’s gratifying to be honored in 
such a way.

“Vietnam veterans didn’t 
get the best welcome when we 
returned home,” he said, further 
crediting his family—his wife 
Sue, daughter Irene, and son 
Joshua, also a combat-wounded 
veteran and Purple Heart recipient 
from service in Afghanistan—for 
their “many years of support and 
love.”

“I am so honored to represent 
Massachusetts and to be in New 
York with my fellow veterans,” he 
said. “I look forward to hearing 

about their experiences, to make 
new friends and comrades, and to 
learn more ways to help educate 
our citizens about what the Purple 
Heart means and its significance. 
We must never forget the sacrific-
es of those who have served our 
country.”

The Purple Heart Medal is the 
oldest award still given to U.S. 
Armed Forces veterans who were 
killed or wounded in combat, 
according to reports.

“The purpose of the Patriot 
Mission is to give these medal 
recipients proper thanks,” a press 
statement reads.

For information on the National 
Purple Heart Honor Mission, pur-
pleheartmission.org.

VETERAN from page 1

Granby Library to host nature story time 

Monthlong book sale offered

‘Library Anniversary Bookmark’ 
designs due this weekend

B E L C H E RT OW N  –  I n 
honor of this month’s upcoming 
Constitution Week, the Clapp 
Memorial Library in town will 
offer a selection of books for 
all ages related to the U.S. 
Constitution.

According to a press statement 
issued by the National Society 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR), community 
members are urged to “reflect on 
the United States Constitution 
during this month’s annual 
observance,” held in honor of 
this “foundational document of 
national governance.”

The DAR initiated the obser-
vance in 1955, according to 
reports, when the service orga-
nization petitioned the U.S. 
Congress to dedicate Sept. 17–23 
of each year to the commemora-
tion of Constitution Week.

“Congress adopted the reso-
lution, and on August 2, 1956, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
signed it into Public Law #915,” 
DAR released. “The celebration’s 
goals are threefold: to encour-
age the study of the historical 
events that led to the framing of 
the Constitution in September 
1787; to remind the public that 
the Constitution is the basis of 
America’s great heritage and 
the foundation for its way of 
life; and to emphasize U.S. cit-

izens’ responsibility to protect, 
defend, and preserve the U.S. 
Constitution.”

In the press statement, DAR 
described itself as the “fore-
most advocate for the awareness, 
promotion, and celebration of 
Constitution Week.”

“The annual observance pro-
vides innumerable opportunities 
for educational initiatives and 
community outreach, two mission 
areas of crucial importance to the 
National Society,” DAR released.

One of the “largest patriot-
ic women’s organizations in the 
world,” DAR has 190,000 mem-
bers in approximately 3,000 chap-
ters across the country and in sev-
eral foreign countries.

“DAR members promote his-
toric preservation, education, and 
patriotism via commemorative 
events, scholarships and educa-
tional initiatives, citizenship pro-
grams, service to veterans, mean-
ingful community service and 
more.”

For additional information 
about DAR and its mission, visit 
dar.org.

Additionally, the public is invit-
ed to join the Betty Allen Chapter 
NSDAR Bell Ringing Ceremony 
at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 
17, at the historic chapter 
house, located at 148 South St., 
Northampton.

‘Constitution Week’ upcoming

R E G I O N  -  T h e  We a l t h 
Transition Collective of Holyoke 
is  par tner ing wi th  Cooley 
Dickinson for its annual shred day.

“If you have financial or sen-
sit ive documents that  need 
shredding, bring them to Cooley 
Dickinson on Saturday, Sept. 16, 
from 9-11 a.m. A donation of $5 
per paper box will directly bene-

fit the hospital,” a press statement 
reads, adding that the event is first-
come, first-serve until the truck 
is full or 11 a.m., “whichever is 
first.”

“Paper only please—no other 
items will be accepted.”

The location is 30 Locust St., 
Northampton. For more informa-
tion, visit twealthtc.com.

Area ‘shred day’ event this weekend
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Belchertown takes loss against West Side

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
– In Belchertown boys 
soccer’s season opener, 
the Orioles were defeated 
2-0 at West Springfield. 
The Orioles allowed sin-
gles goal in each half 
and were not able to find 
the net themselves. Jack 
Mandeville was busy, 
making 12 saves for the 
Orioles.

Nathan Marino makes his way up the field.

Esat Cayan goes after a loose ball. Christopher Rivers makes 
a stop with the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Trevor Weiss heads for the loose ball.

Gavin Boisjolie heads toward the 
sideline.

BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—The previous 
four meetings between Coombs 
Division rivals Belchertown and 
Minnechaug ended in ties. 

The Lady Falcons kicked off 
the 2023 high school soccer sea-
son with an impressive 4-0 home 
shutout victory over the Lady 
Orioles, last Wednesday night. 

“We’ve tied Belchertown the 
last four times that we played 
them, so this is a very good 
result for us,” said longtime 
Minnechaug girls varsity soc-
cer coach Nundi Goncalves. 
“Because of the MIAA power rat-
ings, shutouts are huge. Scoring 
three or more goals in a match is 
another important thing.”

Minnechaug finished the 2022 
regular season with a 14-2-2 
record and posted more than ten 
shutouts. 

The Lady Falcons, who are the 
defending Western Mass. Class 
A champions, lost to Silver Lake 
Regional in the Division 2 state 
semifinals.

Junior goalie Makenzi Pastreck 
made a total of 12 saves in the 
season opening victory against 
the Lady Orioles.

“We do have several new 
defenders this year,” Pastreck 
said. “They played very well in 
tonight’s game.”

The Lady Falcons starting 
defensive unit is led by fresh-
man Ainsley Holden, sopho-
more Zoriah Way, junior Nora 
Kennedy, and senior Lylah 
Jeannotte, who’s a tri-captain. 
Freshman Carson Humphries and 
junior Taylor Labadorf also saw 
playing time in the back row.      

Having to start the regular sea-
son on the road against a quality 
opponent wasn’t a very easy task 
for the Lady Orioles.

“We did do some things well 
in tonight’s game, but there are 
other things that we still need to 
work on,” said Belchertown head 
coach Kyle Thibeault. “We gave 
Minnechaug some opportunities 
and they capitalized on them.” 

The Lady Orioles lost to South 
Hadley in the Western Mass. 
Class B championship match. 
They also lost to Stoneham in the 
Division 3 round of eight contest. 

Minnechaug sophomore Kelly 
Cronin broke the ice in the sea-
son opening match but netting a 
goal less than ten minutes into the 
opening half. 

Belchertown senior goalie 
Michaela Dubey tried to make 
the save on Cronin’s shot attempt 
from the top of the box, but the 
ball bounced over the line before 
she was able to grab it.

Senior Zoey Cardano was cred-
ited with the assists on Cronin’s 
first goal of the regular season.

Orioles 
suffer 
shutout 
in opener

MONSON – Last Friday 
afternoon, Monson scored 
seven goals to put the game 
out of reach in Granby’s 
first game of the regular sea-
son. Granby got one goal 
in the second half as Kalli 
White tallied for the visi-
tors. Granby is 0-2 to start 
the season.

Tough first half 
sinks Rams

Autumn Sicard controls the ball. Lydia Kicza attempts to clear the ball. Olyvia Redmond sends a pass up the field.

Sophia Gagnon sends a pass away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Rhea Gagnon passes ahead of 
pressure from Monson. Please see ORIOLES, page 10
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WINCHESTER, N.H. – Doug 
Coby and Tommy Baldwin 
Racing returned to NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour com-
petition on Saturday night at 
Monadnock Speedway and they 
were celebrating after 150 laps in 
New Hampshire. 

Coby finished fifth in the 
Winchester Fair 150 in the 
Mayhew Tools 7NY, but the fin-
ish was enough for the team to 
capture the second annual Whelen 
Granite State Short Track Cup 
championship crown.

The Cup, which included three 
races at Monadnock Speedway, 

Lee USA Speedway and back at 
Monadnock on Saturday night, 
saw Coby grab three finishes 
inside the top-six, including a 
win at Monadnock in May. By 
winning the Whelen Granite State 
Short Track Cup, the team col-
lected at least $5,000 in bonus 
awards.

Coby re turned to  ac t ion 
Saturday for the first time since 
Thompson Speedway in August. 
Team owner Tommy Baldwin Jr. 
announced a cancer diagnosis and 
the team stepped back from full-
time competition and missed the 
last two races. They couldn’t pass 

up returning to chase the Granite 
State Short Track Cup crown.

“Just to be here with our fam-
ily and Tommy battling cancer, I 
mean, he’s a warrior,” Coby said. 
“He told us from the beginning 
that he was going to fight through 
this and he’s been courageous 
enough to share his battle and 
everything on social media, which 
is uncommon. To be here as the 
Whelen Granite State Short Track 
Cup champions, it just means a 
lot. We’ve got a great group of 
guys and Tommy really wanted to 
be here to do this. This one is for 
Tommy Baldwin.”

Doug Coby, Tommy Baldwin 
Racing earn Granite crown

W O R C E S T E R   – 
T h e   Wo r c e s t e r  R a i l e r s 
Hockey Club  (@RailersHC), 
proud  ECHL  (@
ECHL) affiliate 
of the New York 
Islanders  (@
NYIslanders) 
a n n o u n c e d 
t o d a y  t h e 
team’s  2022-23 
regular season 
schedule.

T h e  R a i l e r s 
w i l l  b e g i n  t h e i r 
fifth ECHL season in 
Worcester on Saturday, Oct. 22 
vs. the Adirondack Thunder at 
7:05 p.m. at the DCU Center. 
Worcester is slated to play 36 
regular season home games at 
the DCU Center.

A printable schedule is avail-
able at www.railershc.com.

30 of the 36 Railers home 
games will be played on the 
weekends with 20 of the 30 
occurring either Saturday or 
Sunday. The Railers will wel-

come nine different opponents 
to the DCU Center during the 
seven-month regular season 

which runs Oct. 
22  th rough 
April 16.

Worces te r 
will host a sea-

son long five-
game homestand 
(Dec. 9 to 18) 
and will embark 
on season long 

six-game road trip 
(Nov. 23 to Dec. 4). 

Worcester’s 72-game reg-
ular season schedule comes to 
an end on April 16 with a 3 p.m. 
start vs. Adirondack in Glens 
Falls, NY at the Cool Insuring 
Arena.

The 2022-23 Worcester 
Railers HC promotional sched-
ule will be released later this 
summer. Idaho will make their 
first trip to the DCU Center 
this season. Full breakdown of 
opponents this season:

Railers schedule released, 
first game set for Oct. 22

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
S p r i n g f i e l d  T h u n d e r b i r d s 
announced last Friday  that the 
third installment of the T-Birds 
Community Caravan presented by 
Dunkin’ has been postponed due 
to potential inclement weather 
this weekend. A rescheduled date 

will be announced in the future.
The previous two  events fea-

tured  an  appearance  f rom 
Thunderbirds mascot Boomer 
and team staff, as well as a wide 
variety of activities and vendors, 
including a Dunkin’ Taste Truck, 
street hockey activities, and vari-

ous food options.
Fans can reserve their seats 

to be part of the Thunderbirds’ 
hockey action for the 2023-
24  season by calling (413) 739-
GOAL (4625) or visiting www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.com.

Community Caravan postponed by weather

“I thought our forwards and 
midfielders worked together 
very well,” Goncalves said. “ 
We were able to create some 
offense.” 

About six minutes later, 
the Lady Falcons took a 2-0 
lead when junior Mackenzie 
DaFonseca received a pass from 
Cardano before blasting a shot 
into the left corner of the net. 

The Lady Orioles also fell 
behind 2-0 in last year’s game 
played on Minnechaug’s turf 
field and they battled back to 
tie the score. There wouldn’t be 
any comebacks in the season 
opener. 

“We did comeback from a 2-0 
deficit in last year’s game here,” 
Thibeault said. “We were hop-
ing to do it again tonight, but 
things just didn’t go our way. 
All of our league games are 
going to be hard fought battles 
this year.”  

With a little more than six 
minutes remaining in the first 

half, Dubey suffered a left leg 
injury and had to be helped off 
the field.

“We’re hoping it’s not a seri-
ous injury,” Thibeault said. “I 
don’t think it’s a knee injury. We 
do have two quality goalies.”  

Dubey, who only made a cou-
ple of saves, was replaced in 
goal by junior Jillian DeBarge 
(3 saves). 

Prior to the start of the match, 
Thibeault was planning to 
change goalies at the start of the 
second half. 

During the 45th minute, 
Belchertown junior Mia Corish 
fired a shot on goal from the 
right side, which was saved by 
Pastreck.       

Cronin’s second goal, which 
was unassisted, gave the Lady 
Falcons a commanding 3-0 lead 
during the 49th minute. 

Minnechaug’s fourth and final 
goal was netted by senior Kylie 
Ray with about twenty min-
utes remaining in regulation. It 
was assisted by senior Claire 
Poindexter. 

ORIOLES from page 9

remaining State School build-
ings, as well as advising on his-
torical and cultural development 
opportunities. Expertise with 
real estate/architecture, grant 
writing, or historical experience 
to strengthen the skill set of the 
committee is highly preferred.

Deadline: Sept. 29, 2023

Belchertown Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Task Force
Multiple vacancies, newly-de-

veloped Task Force
The focus of the Task Force 

is to develop a Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Statement for the 
Select Board to review and to 
consider adopting, to seek out 
opportunities to acknowledge 
and/or celebrate the diversity 
within the community, and to 
welcome the whole communi-
ty to join in, offering sugges-
tions on how the town address-
es specific or potential acts of 
violence, including hate speech, 
should such acts arise in the 
community, region, or state.

“Efforts should be made to 
include voices from the com-

munity or communities that 
are directly affected,” the town 
released.

Partnership opportunities with 
surrounding towns to strength-
en regional or state efforts 
might also be explored.  This is 
a seven-member committee to 
include a representative from 
law enforcement, a representa-
tive from Town Hall, and five 
community members represent-
ing diversity in one or more of 
the following areas: racial and 
ethnic backgrounds, social posi-
tions with respect to gender 
identity and sexual orientation, 
social positions with respect to 
disability, and age groups and 
prior vocational experiences.

All are encouraged to apply.
Deadline: Sept. 29, 2023

Zoning Board of Appeals
Associate Member seat
The ZBA is responsible 

for hearing and deciding on 
applications for special per-
mits, variances and appeals 
from decisions of the Zoning 
Enforcement Officer/Building 
Inspector.

Deadline:  Sept. 29, 2023

VACANCIES from page 4

REGION – Here are the 
September events at the Great 
Falls Discovery Center, located at 
2 Avenue A, Turners Falls.

All programs are free and 
open to the public; an adult must 
accompany children, according 
to a press statement, and inclem-
ent weather cancels outdoor pro-
grams.

“Explore the natural, cultur-
al, and industrial history of the 
Connecticut River Watershed in 
our dynamic exhibit dioramas,” 
the Center released. “Adjacent to 
the Canalside Rail Trail, the cen-
ter also includes the Great Hall 
exhibit gallery, restrooms, and 
drinking water.”

Great Hall Exhibit: Intervals
Ongoing through Oct. 2

K a r e n  A x t e l l  p r e s e n t s 
“Intervals,” mixed-media prints 
about time on handmade paper, 
layered with oil and water-based 
materials. The prints reference the 
rings of trees, the depth of rivers, 
the shape of leaves, ebb of tides, 
phases of the moon, and more.

StoryWalk: Agua, Agüita
Ongoing through Sept. 26

Enjoy a story, fresh air, and 
exercise. Join on the center’s 
grounds for a free self-guided 
StoryWalk featuring a children’s 
bilingual picture book, “Agua, 
Agüita / Water, Little Water” by 
Jorge Argueta, for readers ages 
four and up. Follow the path to 
book pages posted along the 
route.

Nice & Easy Walks
Fridays, Sept. 15, 22, and 29, 

1-2 p.m.
An easy-paced, one- to two-

mile guided walk along the 
Canalside Rail Trail or downtown 
Turners Falls, geared for seniors, 
but open to all ages. Join others 
seeking fresh air and exercise. A 
DCR Park Interpreter highlights 
natural and local history along the 
way. Wear appropriate clothing 
for the weather and sturdy  foot-

wear and  bring water. Meet out-
side the main entrance.

Kidleidoscope Story Hour
Fridays, Sept. 29, Raptors; 

10:30-11:30 a.m.
For ages three-six, accompa-

nied by an adult. Learn more 
about wildlife neighbors who 
share  our  home.  P rogram 
includes a story, activities, and 
a craft. Activities are indoors 
and outdoors, weather permit-
ting. Siblings and friends wel-
come. Meet in the Great Hall.

Art Naturally Series
Saturday, Sept. 16, 
10:30 a.m. - noon

Discover nature through story, 
poetry, and art in this series of 
free Art Naturally programs. 
Using words and images, instruc-
tion, and techniques one can cre-
ate an art piece inspired by the 
natural world to take home. For 
adults, teens, and children ages 
six and up (accompanied by an 
adult). All art materials provided. 
Meet in the Great Hall.

Adventures in the 
Microcosmos: Foldscopes

Sunday, Sept. 17, 
10:30 a.m. - noon

Learn how to use an origami 
microscope. Join ornithologist 
Ezekiel “Zeke” Jakub, co-found-
er of the non-profit Conservacion 
Panama, for “adventures in the 
microcosmos,” an opportunity to 
observe tiny parts of the world up 
close and get an introduction to 
scientific methods and conserva-
tion—all while using a Foldscope. 
Free. Registration required. Please 
call 413-863-3221 to sign-up. For 
children and families ages nine 
and up. Meet in the Great Hall.

Artist Reception: Intervals
Sunday, Sept. 17, 2-4 p.m.

Join Karen Axtell for a recep-
t ion celebrat ing her  work, 
“Intervals,” a series of mixed-me-
dia prints about time. Meet in the 
Great Hall.

Source To Sea Cleanup: 
Canalside Rail Trail

Saturday, Sept. 23, 10 a.m. - 
noon

Hard work, real fun, true 
impact: the annual fall trash 
cleanup of the Connecticut River 
and its tributaries. Join DCR 
staff to clean-up the Canalside 
Rail Trail. To register, visit  bit.
ly/canalside2023 or contact DCR 
staff at 413-863-3221 for more 
information. Meet at the main 
entrance.

At Sword’s Point: 
A History of Trade Unions in 
the Machine Tool Industry in 

Franklin County
Saturday, Sept. 30, 2-3:30 p.m.

P u b l i c  h i s t o r i a n  To m 
Goldscheider discusses Franklin 
County precision steel tool man-
ufacturing, where it was a world 
leader for generations. Workers 
organized with a democratic 
trade union that was targeted in a 
national political campaign aimed 
against it. This led to a peaceful 
confrontation in Greenfield and 
surrounding towns that surprised 
onlookers near and far.  Meet in 
the Great Hall.

At Sword’s Point: 
Oral History project
Saturday, Sept. 30

“Did you or someone you know 
work in the local machine tool 
industry? Your stories can help 
enrich this research,” the Center 
released.

Those interested in sharing 
their memories may introduce 
themselves at the  At Sword’s 
Point event or contact the present-
er at  tom.goldscheider@gmail.
com.

Great Falls Discovery Center announce 
September events

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

Lic. # 809640 www.LittleFriends39.com

Caring for Children 12mos. - Grade 3
Full day, before and after school programs
and a morning preschool program offered

413-323-8447

We
HaveOpeningsCaring for Children 1 year up to 9 years

Full day, before and after school programs

Lic. # 809640  •  www.Li�leFriends39.com

Li�le Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) 
Belchertown

413-323-8447

H E AT I N G &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

$699
/each

TrueFuel® Pre-Mix 
Engineered Fuel & Oil

SAVE 
UP TO
27%

Starting at

❚ EDUCATION

REGION – Several local students have 
been announced to Holyoke Community 
College’s dean’s list for summer 2023.

Each semester, Holyoke Community 
College (HCC) recognizes “superior schol-
arship” through the dean’s list, the school 
released. A student is placed on the dean’s 
list if their GPA is 3.2 or higher. The stu-
dents listed below have earned dean’s list 
honors:

Amherst: Ikraam Mohammed Fazal, 
Saro Ntahobari

Belchertown: Joshua Ayinde Anderson, 
Rebekah Clough, Grace Drost

Granby: Olivia Lauren Hinkley
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Holyoke Community College’s Campus Center

HCC announces 
dean’s list for 
summer 2023

Residents announced 
to SNHU summer 
President’s List

REGION – Three area residents have 
been announced to the Southern New 
Hampshire University’s summer 2023 
President’s List.

Belchertown’s Melissa Walker and 
Ryan Tatro, and Amherst’s Grafton 
Brown have made the list.

The summer terms run from May to 
August, according to a press statement.

Full-time undergraduate students who 
have earned a minimum grade-point 
average of 3.7 and above for the report-
ing term are named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week terms grouped in 
fall, winter/spring, and summer.

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
sentinel@turley.com

REGION - The Fort River Watershed 
Association is hosting a free community 
event this month to clean-up and cele-
brate the Fort River.

“We’d be grateful to have you join us,” 
a press statement reads. “To celebrate 
the amazing Fort River, we are going to 
clean it up.”

The Fort River Cleanup, part of the 
Connecticut River Conservancy’s 27th 
Annual Source to Sea Cleanup, will take 
place at Groff Park in Amherst from 10 
a.m. – noon on Saturday, Sept 23.; coffee 
and snacks will be available at 9:30 a.m., 
and all ages and abilities are welcome.

“Bring your boots, long pants, and a 
water bottle. Everything else will be pro-
vided,” the press statement reads.

Register online at fortriver.org/cleanup 

by selecting Fort River from the drop-
down menu.

“We are eager to partner with 
the Connecticut River Conservancy 
and thousands of volunteers across 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  Ve r m o n t ,  N ew 
Hampshire, and Connecticut to remove 
trash from our neighborhoods and 
enhance the health of the rivers and 
streams that sustain us—cleaning the 
Connecticut River and its tributaries from 
beginning in New Hampshire to joining 
the Long Island Sound in Connecticut,” 
the Association released.

“Source to Sea Cleanup volunteers 
have worked hard to combat litter and 
illegally dumped trash,” said Kelsey 
Wentling, CRC’s Massachusetts River 
Steward. “In the past 26 years, volunteers 
have removed over 1,100 tons of trash 
from the Connecticut River and its trib-
utaries, preventing it from reaching our 

oceans and becoming a global trash prob-
lem. Many areas are cleaner thanks to the 
efforts of volunteers.”

The Fort River watershed runs through 
parts of Amherst, Shutesbury, Pelham, 
Belchertown, and Hadley and the river is 
the longest tributary of the Connecticut 
River with free passage for fish and other 
species, a press statement reads.

“The Fort River is home to several spe-
cies of freshwater mussel, including one 
species federally listed as being endan-
gered—the dwarf wedge mussel, and the 
watershed feeds the drinking water sup-
ply for both Amherst and Hadley. Please 
consider joining us in contributing to this 
impressive and impactful regional effort.”

Those interested in volunteering as 
a clean-up site leader, festival logistics 
wrangler, or being an event sponsor may 
email fortriverwatershed@gmail.com.

Fort River clean-up, RiverFest upcomingFree shred days at 
local bank upcoming

EASTHAMPTON and BELCHERTOWN 
- bankESB has invited customers and mem-
bers of the community to two free “Shred 
Days” at local offices. Events will be held 
from 9-11 a.m., or until the truck is full, on 
the following dates and at the following loca-
tions. No appointment is necessary.

Saturday, Sept. 23:  Easthampton office, 
241 Northampton Street

Saturday, Oct. 14: Belchertown office, 40 
State Street

Local residents can “reduce their risk of 
identity theft by bringing old mail, receipts, 
statements or bills, cancelled checks, pay 
stubs, medical records, or any other unwant-
ed paper documents containing personal or 
confidential information and shredding them 
safely and securely for free,” a press state-
ment reads.

A professional document destruction com-
pany will be on site in the bank’s parking lot 
and can accept up to two boxes of documents 
per person.

❚ REGION
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Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief explanations of 

select entries in the Belchertown Police log and arrests 
for the weeks of Aug. 30 through Sept. 5. The information 
was provided by a member of the police department based 
on the review of the detailed log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context and explanation to some of the 
calls police respond to every day. Of the 325 calls police 
responded to, there were 13 incidents, four accidents, five 
arrests/summons and 13 citations.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

Wednesday, Aug. 30
9:19 p.m. – A 38-year-old Belchertown man arrested 

on charges of failure to register as a sex offender. The per-
son was in violation because of their status as a homeless 
person. They were supposed to register within 30 days of 
moving and they had not. Bail was set $5,000 plus a $40 
fee and they were transported to the Hampshire Regional 
Corrections Center.

Thursday, Aug. 31
5:25 p.m. – James A Williams, of 60 Posner Circle in 

Ludlow, was arrested on charges of operating under the 
influence. An officer responded to the area of Daniel Shays 
Highway for a report of a vehicle driving erratically. The 
vehicle was identified from the registration number. The 
reporting party said the vehicle was going all over the 
roadway. The operator was going down Main Street. The 
officer pulled the vehicle over. The operator had blood-
shot glassy eyes and there was an odor of alcohol. A field 
sobriety test was administered. Based on the officer’s 
observations, the person was arrested and transported to 
the station.

Saturday, Sept. 2
1:35 a.m. – Nathalie E. Dougan, 22, of 3 Martin Circle 

in Belchertown, was arrested on charges of operating 
under the influence of alcohol, negligent operation of 
a motor vehicle, and a marked lanes violation. An offi-
cer responded to State Street after being told by Granby 
Police that there was an erratic operator on Route 202. 
Belchertown Police responded to the area and went behind 
the vehicle. The vehicle’s tires went over the white fog 
lines and over the double yellow lines. The officer activat-
ed their lights and pulled them over. The person said they 
were trying to get home. The officer detected a small odor 
of alcohol coming from the interior. The officer adminis-
trated a sobriety test. The person declined finishing and 
was placed under arrest. When the booking process was 
done, the clerk was contacted and a bail fee of $40 was 
charged. They were transported to Hampshire County 
House of Corrections. The person became violent and 
uncooperative upon arrival and began kicking the glass 
window. There was footage turned into evidence.

Tuesday, Sept. 5
3:42 p.m. – A 27-year-old Ludlow woman was charged 

with leaving the scene of property damage of an accident. 
An officer responded to a Sabin Street residence after a 

delivery driver snapped a dog cable run and left. It shat-
tered at least one of the windows of the delivery truck. 
There was a delivery van on another street that had a win-
dow broken. The officer contacted the operator and said 
there was video recording. It got caught on the van and 
snapped. The operator said they talked to their dispatch 
and went to the homeowner to try to inform them that 
there was broken glass and a broken cable. The homeown-
er had video footage of the incident and the operator didn’t 
contact them. A criminal application was issued.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS

Wednesday, Aug. 30 
1:40 a.m. – An officer responded to a report of people at 

a house that weren’t supposed to be there. The person said 
they were having friends over to the house, but the house 
was for sale, and no one was supposed to be there. The 
officers found a group of youths were parties. The officers 
made arrangements for everyone to get a ride home.

4:34 p.m. – An officer responded to the Belchertown 
Public School’s central office for a report of a large tree 
branch that fell on the vehicle. There was damage from the 
branch on the hood of the vehicle. The matter was docu-
mented.

Thursday, Aug. 31
12:04 p.m. – An officer responded to an accident at a 

Turkey Hill Road business. Two vehicles were backing out 
of parking spaces and  backed into each other. There was 
damage to both vehicles, but both were driven from the 
scene. No injuries were reported. 

Friday, Sept. 1
8:32 a.m. – An officer responded to an accident on Old 

Enfield Road. A vehicle stopped on Old Enfield Road to 
turn onto Jabish Street was rear ended by a vehicle behind 
it. There was no damage reported to one of the vehicles. 
None of the occupants were harmed and no tows were 
necessary. 

11:04 p.m. – Police and fire responded to 204 Bardwell 
Street regarding an accident with injury and airbag deploy-
ment. The vehicle was in a driveway and the airbag 
deployed. There was a small group outside the vehicle 
who said the operator was stuck inside the vehicle. One of 
the operators were traveling east on Bardwell Street and 
saw the other vehicle going west. The vehicle was going 
into the westbound lane and entered their lane of travel. 
They slowed to avoid collision and the vehicle sideswiped 
them. Belchertown Fire Department had to free the trapped 
person with mechanical means, and they were transported 
to Baystate Springfield. The person appeared confused 
and was unable to answer questions. Due to not being able 
to answer, there was an immediate threat placed on their 
license. 

Saturday, Sept. 2
8:42 a.m. – A resident came to the station after they 

found a cell phone in their vehicle. The person recently 
had the vehicle serviced. The officer was able to get a 
number off the call screen. The person said they deacti-
vated the phone and got a new one. The officer said they 
would keep the phone until the end of the shift and then it 
would be placed into evidence. 

Sunday, Sept. 3
12:31 p.m. – An officer responded to a North 

Washington Street disturbance between neighbors. There 
were multiple people involved in an argument. There was 
one person on the steps and there were two more in the 
yard screaming. The officers separated the parties and 
informed them that they could get a harassment order. 
They also told the group if they had to return, they could 
be arrested for disorderly conduct. 

7:30 p.m. – An officer responded to Stadler Street for 
an accident. A vehicle attempted to back up and park on 
Stadler Street when it backed into side of a trailer. There 

was no damage to the first vehicle. No injuries were 
reported. 

Monday, Sept. 4
1:08 a.m. – An officer conducted a building check at 

Jabish Brook Middle School. There was a vehicle occupied 
by two young people. The school was closed and there 
were signs stating there was no trespassing. The people 
were identified and one of them was a junior operator who 
was in violation of passenger restrictions and hours of 
operations. They said they were looking for a place to hang 
out and both were cooperative. They were advised to con-
tact a relative. They were given a warning and the vehicle 
was left in the lot until the morning.

Tuesday, Sept. 5
2:24 p.m. – An officer responded to a residence for 

a report of a person who had money taken out of their 
account. Their debit card was stolen and was used to get 
money out of their account after their vehicle was broken 
into. The officer requested information on where the vehi-
cle was throughout the day and will investigate the matter. 

3:28 p.m. – An officer responded to an accident on Main 
Street. A vehicle was stopped at a red light in the turn lane 
while another vehicle was attempting to take a turn as 
well. Both vehicles struck each other in the rear. There was 
damage to the first vehicle, but not the second vehicle. No 
injuries were reported and neither vehicle was towed. 

3:43 p.m. – An officer spoke with a person about an 
active restraining order, and someone contacted the person 
via text. There was no evidence supporting a violation of 
the 209A. They blocked the phone number, and the inci-
dent was documented.

4:20 p.m. – An officer took a report of a small lockbox 
missing from a residence, there was cash missing and 
they hired a house cleaner through a website. The officer 
contacted the business’ customer service. They said they 
couldn’t provide further information. The person called 
the officer back and said one of the items that was reported 
missing was found but there was still cash missing. The 
business owner indicated the customer would be refunded 
and the cleaner would investigate further.

4:27 p.m. – A person called to report their vehicle was 
running on the side of the road while they were talking 
a call in the woods. When they came back to the vehicle 
after the call, and the vehicle was not running, and the keys 
were removed from the vehicle. The operator couldn’t find 
the keys. There was a copy of a previous police report that 
was also taken. The matter was documented. 

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police Department respond-

ed to 161 calls for the week of Sept. 1 through Sept. 7. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, Sept. 1
9:46 p.m. – A motorist reported that they struck a deer. 

The operator was not injured. An accident report was com-
pleted.

Monday, Sept. 4
6:54 p.m. – Johnathan Raffa, 35, of Granby, was placed 

under arrest for an active arrest warrant.
10:29 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer performed a 

random plate query and discovered that the vehicle did not 
have a valid inspection sticker. After stopping the vehicle, 
it was discovered that the operator did not have a MA driv-
er’s license. The operator was issued a criminal citation for 
failure to inspect motor vehicle and operating without a 
driver’s license.

Tuesday, Sept. 5
6:58 a.m. – A motorist reported a single car accident. 

There were no injuries and responding officers completed 
an accident report.

Thursday, Sept. 7
4:38 a.m. – A motorist reported striking a utility pole. 

Granby Police and Fire responded. The operator was trans-
ported to the hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. An 
accident report was completed.

1:44 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-car accident. 
Granby Police and Fire responded. There were no injuries 
and an accident report was completed.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY

 Are you having di�culty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

�is group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, con�dential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include: 
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of crayon
7. Fashion accessory
10. Most cerebral
12. Incline from 

vertical
13. Dependent on
14. Broken in
15. Strongly desires
16. Mounted soldier
17. Ad __: when 

necessary
18. Cattle
19. Ottoman military 

commanders
21. __ student, 

learns healing
22. Composed in 

poetic meter
27. Promotional 

material
28. Where people 

live
33. Sodium
34. Embarrassing

36. Medical man
37. Mother of 

Hermes
38. One who saves 

the day
39. Tooth caregiver
40. Not clothed
41. Slope covered 

with loose stones
44. Used to cook
45. Praises 

enthusiastically
48. Rooney is a 

famous one
49. Beekeeper
50. Pigpen
51. Potato chip 

brand

CLUES DOWN
1. Living quarters
2. Horizontal 

passage
3. Attacks
4. Vietnamese 

offensive
5. Midway between 

east and 
southeast

6. Confined (abbr.)
7. Book of Esther 

antagonist
8. Port in Yemen
9. CNN’s founder
10. Type of bulb
11. Prepare
12. Promoted
14. Dinner jackets
17. Partner to 

cheese
18. Nebraska city
20. Human gene
23. Pays no 

attention to
24. Lowland South 

American plain
25. Blood group
26. Mauna __, 

Hawaiian 
volcano

29. Atomic #37
30. Unit of 

electrical 
resistance

31. Jeweled 
crowns

32. Nastiest
35. Traditional cars 

need it
36. Bowler hat
38. Robust
40. Not straight
41. Stony waste 

matter
42. Have an 

interest in
43. Jacob __, 

journalist
44. Maintains 

possession of
45. Swiss river
46. Average cost of 

market goods
47. Spanish soldier: 

El __

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

❚ OBITUARIES

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certi�cate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

BELCHERTOWN -  Robert  Alan 
Dewhurst left his beloved wife of 39 
years on September 8, 2023, at Baystate 
Medica l  Center.  Rober t 
was born in Montague on 
January 11, 1954, to the 
late Eleanor (Thompson) 
and Albert F. Dewhurst of 
Belchertown in the middle of 
a raging blizzard. He attend-
ed Belchertown Schools and 
graduated in 1972. During that 
time, he worked with his Dad 
and also at service stations in 
the area (when people actually 
pumped your gas and washed 
your windshield) and with his 
earnings, he acquired some 
pretty nice vehicles—a 1970 Chevelle and 
a 1967 Corvette.

After graduation, he entered the U.S. Air 
Force and served as an aircraft mechanic 
and also as an inflight refueling technician. 
In 1978, he joined the Pennsylvania Air 
National Guard 171st air refueling wing 
in Pittsburgh.  He loved his time there and 
enjoyed the different places he flew to with 
“Mickey.” He was an in-flight refueling 
technician and a Boom operator and named 
his last golden, “Boomer,” in honor of that. 
He graduated from Springfield Technical 
Community College in 1982 with an asso-
ciate’s degree in civil engineering. He 
worked for JD contracting in Westfield and 

later with Gagliarducci Construction in 
Springfield until his retirement in 2020.

Bob leaves his wife, Darlene (Czapla) 
Dewhurst, brother-in-law, 
Robert Cole of Longwood, 
Fla., brother-in-law, Father 
Bruce Czapla of Winsted, 
Conn., as well as nephews, 
Kevin (Lois) and Shawn Cole 
of Alton Bay, N.H., niece, 
Kelly Berren of Longwood, 
F l a . ,  a n d  g r e a t  n i e c e , 
Samantha and Robin Cole of 
N.H. and Alexandria Berren of 
Mich. Also, the many friends 
who became more family than 
friends also survive him. Now 
in the next phase, he joins his 

buddies, Tim and Mick, the three amigos 
back together again. His sister, Judy Cole 
and our golden boys are back with his Dad 
and our beautiful tabby, Jam, is smack dab 
in the middle right on Dad’s lap where 
she’d always be. He will be forever missed. 
I love you, Robert Alan.

Visitation will be held Monday, Sept. 
18, from 9-10:30 a.m. at the Beers & Story 
Belchertown Funeral Home with a memo-
rial Mass at 11 a.m. at St. Francis Church. 
Donations may be made to either BARC, 
P.O. Box 161, Belchertown, MA 01007, 
or to St. Francis Church, PO Box 612, 
Belchertown, MA 01007.

Please visit www.beersandstory.com.

Doris (Martin) Sobzak
WESTFIELD -  Dor is 

(Martin) Sobzak passed 
away at the age of 100 on 
September 4, 2023, at her 
home in Westfield. She was 
born on January 4, 1923, 
(when Warren G. Harding 
was  p r e s iden t )  i n  t he 
Aldenville neighborhood of 
Chicopee to Hermenegilde 
and Delia Martin.

In the 1970s and 1980s, 
Doris and her late husband, 
Walter Sr., were well-loved by local flea market afi-
cionados for their multiple tables of jewelry and beads. 
Growing up during the Depression was instrumental 
in their appreciation of the opportunities life offered. 
(Doris was always looking for the best bargains, and 
was usually successful in finding them).

Doris is survived by her five children: Patricia 
Costantino of Tucson, Ariz., Carol Vanderheiden of 
Belchertown, JoAnne Sargent of Rye, N.H., Walter Jr. 
of Tucson, Ariz., and Rita Choe of Westfield. She was 
blessed with 16 grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great-grandchild.

Doris was pre-deceased by her husband, Walter Sr., 
a grandchild, Kyle Olechnowicz, sisters Lillian Talbot, 
Jeannette Williamson, and Cecile Gaulin, and brothers 
Henry, Alfred, and Roland Martin.

She will be greatly missed by her family, and friends, 
and her neighbors in the Kennedy Apartments in 
Westfield. Special thanks go to Carol and Rita for their 
tireless, unstinting care of Doris during her last few 
years.

Her Graveside service was held on Wednesday, 
Sept. 13, at 1:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Cemetery at 203 
Southampton Rd. in Westfield. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in her name to Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, 127 Holyoke Rd., Westfield.

Visit www.firtionadams.com.

Robert Alan Dewhurst
Death notices

Dewhurst, Robert Allen
Died September 8, 2023
Funeral September 18, 2023

Sobzak (Martin), Doris
Died September 4, 2023

she had - Annie told the robbers, “Blow 
away!”)

She eventually settled in Bay City, 
Michigan and scratched out a living by 
operating a charm school where she taught 
kids table manners and dance basics. But 
soon pupils dwindled, along with her bank 
account. 

Annie began worrying how she would 
support herself in old age.

Then, as she later wrote, “the idea came 
to me like a flash of lightning. Go over 
Niagara Falls in a barrel.” At an age when 
most people are contemplating retirement, 
she began contemplating a stunt the bravest 
daredevils wouldn’t attempt.

Her rationale wasn’t as crazy as it 
sounds. 

The Pan-American Exposition (a kind of 
World’s Fair) was being held next door in 
Buffalo, New York. A large contingent of 
reporters was there. 

If she survived, the news coverage would 
make Annie an instant celebrity. That could 
mean a book deal and lecture tours and 
enough money for her final years.

But there was a huge qualifier. “If.” 
If she survived the plunge. If she didn’t, 

she wouldn’t have to worry about anything 
ever again.

So, Annie headed to Niagara Falls. She 
designed a special white oak barrel and had 
it built by a company that made beer kegs. 

Three feet at its widest part with tapered 
ends and metal hoops to secure it, plus a 
small anvil to keep it weighted down. An 
old mattress was the only padding.

Word of what she was attempting spread. 
A crowd gathered as she crawled into the 
barrel late on Thursday afternoon - her 
63rd birthday (although she adamantly 
insisted to reporters later she was in her 
40s). 

At 4:30 p.m. the barrel was screwed shut 
and dropped into the water. Inside, Annie 
clung to her lucky heart-shaped pillow; and 
probably prayed.

In about 15 minutes, it was all over. 
The barrel went over the Falls, briefly 
submerged, then bobbed to the surface. 
Boatmen hauled it onto their vessel and 
unscrewed the lid. 

A rescuer peered inside and then shout-
ed, “Good God! She’s alive!”

Annie had indeed survived the 167-foot 
fall. Her only injury was a cut on her fore-
head as she was removed from the barrel.

She then told reporters, “I would rather 
face a cannon than go over the Falls again.”

Annie got the fame she desired. Her 
photo and story were in newspapers from 
coast to coast. 

One admirer even wrote a poem called 
“Goddess of Water”.

“This great heroine of our nation has 
won both fortune and fame.

Now people all over creation will praise 
this illustrious dame.”

(Ok, Shakespeare it’s not. But how many 
poems have been written about you?)

Then, as quickly as celebrity status 
arrived, the public forgot Annie. Her fifteen 
minutes of fame didn’t even last fifteen 
minutes. 

There was no fortune as she’d hoped. In 
a final insult, someone even stole her most 
prized possession: her special barrel.

Annie spent her last years selling a book-
let she wrote about her adventure for a 
dime. She was impoverished when she died 
in 1921 at age 82.

So, when it comes time to turn 63, go 
with a birthday cake instead of a stunt. 
Trust me on this.

Holy Cow! History is written by novelist, 
former TV journalist and diehard history 
buff J. Mark Powell. 

HOLY COW from page 7

Marine Corps League Detachment 140 
would like to thank everyone 

who contributed to 
their scholarship program. 

�is year over $3,000 was raised 
for local seniors entering college. 

Your generosity is very much appreciated.

Thank y� f� y�r supp�t.

★
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★
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS        SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

LOOKING FOR A KITTEN. I would 
like a kitten, I will pay money if you are 
charging for it. Call (413)544-0418

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, �re department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs,  stone and  BBB ap-
proved Vinyl Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA
Call 978-257-8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING – Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413)344-
6883

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

NEILSEN’S ADVANCED TREE 
MAINTENANCE.  Offering Residen-
tial and commercial Tree Work.  Quality 
work, reasonable prices. Fully Insured 
Call Ron Neilsen (413)813-5778

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

“PART TIME TAILOR NEED-
ED FOR POLICE & MILITARY 
UNIFORMS Email solutions@
blue-tactical.com to �nd out more.”

TOWN OF PALMER: TOWN 
PLANNER Town of Palmer is seek-
ing quali�ed candidates for a full-time, 
32.5 hours Monday 8:30am – 7:30pm, 
Tuesday through Thursday 8:30am - 
4:30pm.
The position works under the gener-
al supervision of the Town Manager 
in cooperation with the elected Town 
Planning Board. Please go to www.
townofpalmer.com for a full job 
description.  Send resume and cover 
letter to rmcnutt@townofpalmer.
com or to 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069.  Salary commensurate with 
experience.
This position requires a Bachelor’s 
Degree in planning or related �eld 
and �ve years’ experience in munic-
ipal planning, or any equivalent com-
bination of education and experience.   
Strong interpersonal, written, and oral 
communications skills and a working 
knowledge of MS Office and ArcView 
GIS.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

WANTED: PART-TIME TYPIST/ 
SECRETARY, for an author in town.
Speed not a factor. Reading poor 
hand-writing is. 
Please call 917-373-2143.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks:_________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #:______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge: ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

First ZONE base price ___________

Add a second ZONE ___________

Add a third ZONE ___________

Subtotal ___________

x Number of Weeks ___________

TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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$28/HR PART TIME- UNBENEFITTED
SUPPORT STAFF

The Quabbin Health District, a MGL Chapter 111, Section 27A District comprised 
of the towns of Belchertown, Pelham, and Ware is accepting applications for an 

18 hour/week part time, un-benefitted, Support Staff Position
to support Quabbin Health District staff in administrative duties, 

projects, and assisting in health inspections to promote and protect the 
public health of it’s residents in the Quabbin Health District. 

Occasionally required to attend local board of health meetings, 
work evenings and weekends.  

Minimum qualifications include a high School Education. Associate degree; 
or Bachelor’s degree in science, public health or related field preferred.  

Must possess and maintain a valid driver’s license.  
We train on the job for all inspectional related work!

For a full job description please visit http://quabbinhealthdistrict.com
for more information, or to apply for the position please send request or 

resume with cover letter to Administrative Assistant, Betty Barlow.  

Email to bbarlow@townofware.com 
or mail to 

Quabbin Health District ATTN: Betty Barlow; 126 Main Street, Ware MA, 01082.

Public Hearing 
Special Permit
Legal Notice
Belchertown

 Planning Board
In accordance with the 

Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40A, Sections 9 
and 11, the Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing 
to discuss a special permit 
application for an accessory 
apartment by Derek Stebbins 
and Jillian Brunell for 130 
Shea Ave., Map 217, Lot 23, 
Belchertown, MA.

A public hearing will be 
held as follows:

P l a c e :  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Town Hall, 2 Jabish St., 
Belchertown, MA

Date: September 26, 2023
Time: 7:00 PM

Remote access informa-
tion:

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone.

h t t p s : / / m e e t . g o t o .
com/173538941

You can also dial in 
using your phone.

United States:  +1 (408) 
650-3123

Access Code:  173-538-
941

Get the app now and be 
ready when your first meeting 
starts:  https://meet.goto.com/
install

New to GoToMeeting? 

Get the app now and be ready 
when your first meeting starts:

https://global.gotomee
ting.com/install/173538941

The application is avail-
able for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Town Clerk and Planning 
Board office, 2 Jabish Street.  

Daniel Beaudette
Chair, Planning Board

09/07, 09/14/2023

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act (M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 
40, its Regulations (310 CMR 
10.00) and the Belchertown 
We t l a n d s  P r o t e c t i o n 
Bylaw (Chapter 139), the 
Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, 
September 25, 2023 at 
7:00 PM in the Lawrence 
Memorial Hall Auditorium, 
located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007
to review a Notice of Intent 
permit application submit-
ted by Fuss & O’Neill for 
the proposed construc-
tion of stormwater ret-
rofits at the Department 
of Public Works, locat-
ed at 290 Jackson Street 
(Assessor’s Map 238-287) 

in Belchertown. Work is pro-
posed to occur within the 
Riverfront Area to a tributary 
to Lampson Brook. Anyone 
interested in this matter 
should appear at the time and 
place designated.
09/14/2023

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of September 15, 2023 the 
following motor vehicle will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:
2003 Mercedes M-Class
Vin#: 4JGAB57E63A433913
Color: Black
LKO: Trevon Alexander
Address: 45 Coolidge Road
Chicopee, MA 01013

Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
08/31, 09/07, 09/14/2023

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES ❚ REGION

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
sentinel@turley.com

REGION – Community members are 
invited to kick up their heels for a rocking 
good time this month.

“Come as you are or roll up in your 
vintage car for [The Center at Eagle 
Hill’s] annual Music & Car Show on 
Sept. 23, this year featuring Rave On,” 
a press statement reads. “Electrifying 
music, classic cars, and plentiful food will 
make this an afternoon not to miss.”

Inspired by “some of the most influ-
ential music ever written,” Rave On was 
formed to “keep the music of the 50s and 
60s alive for all to hear.”

“Rave On will take you back in time 
to when Rock & Roll was just emerg-
ing, and the jukebox and dance floor was 
all that was needed for a good time,” a 
press statement reads. “Experience the 
thrill of listening to Buddy Holly’s classic 

hits as well as songs by Jerry Lee Lewis, 
Elvis, Etta James, Richie Valens, Dion, 
and many more. Rave On will have you 
dancing in your seats and bopping down 
the aisles.”

The event is scheduled from 1-4 p.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 23; tickets are $20, 
and tickets for students under 12 are free. 
The Center is also offering discounted 
$10 tickets to EBT cardholders through 
Massachusetts’ Card to Culture Program.

For tickets and information, visit 
thecenterateaglehill.org or call the Box 
Office at 413-477-6746. In case of 
inclement weather, this outdoor concert 
will move indoors with general admission 
seating.

The Center at Eagle Hill is a perfor-
mance venue in central Massachusetts 
presenting “world class music, dance, 
theatre, and comedy.” The Center at Eagle 
Hill is located at 242 Old Petersham Rd., 
Hardwick.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
This year’s event will feature “Rave On!”

A regional music and car show is scheduled on 
Sept. 23.

Annual music and car show returns

Engagements
& Weddings

Share the love with a wedding or engagement announcement!

To place a FREE announcement:
Email sentinel@turley.com

www.sentinel.turley.com
SENTINEL

Belchertown, Granby & Amherst

REGION – Come and spend Saturday, 
Dec. 9, for a day in NYC on a 36-pas-
senger King-Gray coach bus and spend 
the day shopping, sightseeing or museum 
hopping.  The roundtrip fare is $77 and 
includes the driver’s gratuity. 

Participants will arrive at 6:45 am at 
Ludlow High School’s parking lot at 500 
Chapin St. for a prompt 7 a.m. depar-
ture.  There will be one rest stop going 
to NYC and one coming home. The 
bus will drop passengers off in Times 

Square.  Note: Departure from NYC 
will be 6 p.m. from the New York Palace 
Hotel (formerly The Helmsley Palace) 
on 455 Madison Avenue at 50th Street.                                                                                                                                          
     Send check made to Gloria Fortunato, 
52 Deer Run, Belchertown, Mass. 01007.  
In the notation section of the check, write 
your cell phone number.  Deadline for 
seat reservation is Nov. 1t and a wait list 
will be kept.  Thank you, and we look for-
ward to having you join us.

New York City Bus Trip Dec. 9
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
Contractors

(413) 323-6116
SCHEDULING SERVICE:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

413-323-9966MA Lic. #11406

www.dfplumbingandmechanical.com

Residential & Commercial
PLUMBING SERVICES

• New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs 
• High Efficiency Gas Boilers

• All Types of Hot Water Heaters 
Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless

Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 21...........Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC ......... $99
Nov. 4 ............Book of Mormon .................... $120
Nov. 18 ..........Vermont Country Store ........ $79
Dec. 30 ..........Moulin Rouge! ........................ $125
Jan. 12-14......NYC Weekend.......................... $469

12-Night Eastern Caribbean Cruise
April 7-19, 2024

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Neighborhood
Marketplace

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Treasures of Egypt – February 29-March 11, 2024
America’s Music Cities, April 14-21, 2024

Reflections of Italy – May 22-32, 2024
Spotlight on Washington, DC – May 23-28, 2024

Iceland: Land of Fire & Ice - July 21-30, 2024
Montana: Exploring Big Sky Country - July 23-August 2, 2024

Shades of Ireland - September 18-27, 2024
Treasures of Turkey - November 2-17, 2024

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
sentinel@turley.com

HARDWICK –  Wi ld l i f e 
experts say the recent discov-
ery of an orange sallow moth 
at the Muddy Brook Wildlife 
Management Area is an example 
of animals and plants responding 
favorably to habitat restoration 
work.

“About 75 plants, insects, and 
animals on the Massachusetts 
Endangered Species List depend 
on habitats that experience peri-
odic fires,” the state’s Division 
o f  F i sher ies  and  Wi ld l i fe 
(MassWildlife) released in a press 
statement. “But natural wildland 
fires that support fire-dependent 
ecosystems have been suppressed 
for decades in the interest of pub-
lic safety.”

However, wildlife experts said 
many of these specialized plants 
and animals are “incredibly resil-
ient.”

“Plants can lie dormant as 
seeds in the ground for decades 
waiting for the right growing con-
ditions to return,” MassWildlife 
said.  “Mobile species,  l ike 
birds, bees, and moths, can trav-
el to restored areas to recolonize 
fire-influenced habitats.”

This plant and animal resil-
ience is on full  display at 
MassWildlife’s Muddy Brook 
Wildl ife  Management Area 
(WMA) in Hardwick.

The greater Muddy Brook 
Valley contains “a collection of 
globally rare, fire-influenced hab-
itats.”

“After 70 years of fire exclu-
sion, most of these habitats were 
not able to support the special-
ized plant and animal species 
that once occurred there,” wild-
life experts said, adding that 
MassWildlife began habitat res-
toration work at Muddy Brook 
WMA in 2014 after years of plan-
ning. “Restoration included tree 
canopy thinning and prescribed 
fire treatments.”

Within a year of the first pre-
scribed fire, an “abundance of 
native plants”—some that been 
absent for decades—began to 

emerge from the seedbank and 
become established, wildlife offi-
cials said.

“After a few growing seasons, 
long-absent insects and birds 
were observed making use of the 
restored habitat,” MassWildlife 
released.

The most recent marker of suc-
cess was discovered in the sum-
mer of 2023, when MassWildlife 
biologists observed the orange 
sallow moth (Pyrrha aurantiago) 
at Muddy Brook WMA. This is 
the seventh MESA-listed moth 
species recorded in the valley 
since the habitat restoration work 
began. 

The orange sallow moth is 
listed as a “Species of Special 

Concern” in Massachusetts. The 
moth’s larva (caterpillar) feeds 
exclusively on the flowers, seeds, 
and leaves of false foxglove 
plants, according to reports.

“False foxglove grows in 
areas with occasional  fire. 
Surveys show that false fox-
glove was not growing in the 
Muddy Brook Valley in the years 
leading up to the restoration 
work,” MassWildlife released. 
“Following initial canopy thin-
ning and the introduction of pre-
scribed fire, a small patch of fern-
leaved foxglove emerged from the 
seedbank in 2019. By 2023, more 
than 1,000 foxglove plants were 
counted, and in August the orange 
sallow moth was discovered at 
this foxglove patch.”

The false foxglove plants at 
Muddy Brook likely originated 
from seed that had been dormant 
since the late 1950s, wildlife offi-
cials added.

“Habitat restoration allowed 
sunlight to reach the soil and 
re-introduced fire where it had 
been absent for decades. The 
nearest orange sallow population 
is about five miles away,” wildlife 
experts said. “The moths detected 
the growing patch of foxgloves 
(likely signaled by the fragrant 
flowers) and set out to colonize 
this new habitat.”

I n  a  p r e s s  s t a t e m e n t , 
MassWildlife described this 
orange sallow at Muddy Brook as 

“just one of many amazing exam-
ples of the resilience displayed by 
fire-adapted plants and animals.”

“Less than a decade after resto-
ration work began, Muddy Brook 
WMA now supports over 20 
MESA-listed species, including 
whip-poor-wills, rare bees, and 
Endangered plants. All of these 
have similar stories to the orange 
sallow that show how their high-
ly specialized adaptations allow 
them to reemerge and flourish fol-
lowing long periods of time.”

Additionally, Muddy Brook 
WMA is showing what wild-
life officials described as “an 
impressive ecological response to 
MassWildlife’s habitat restoration 
work,” including: the emergence 
of 28 fire-influenced plants not 
observed prior to restoration, 
including four Endangered, one 
Threatened, one Special Concern, 
and five Watchlist species; the 
return of the eastern whip-poor-
will bird to the site following a 
documented 30-year absence; a 
significant increase in early suc-
cessional breeding birds, includ-
ing the American woodcock, 
prairie warbler, field sparrow, and 
eastern towhee; an increase in bee 
species from 36 to 150 species 
(including one Threatened); and a 
growing list of specialized moths 
and butterflies that includes sever-
al state-listed species.
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A rare orange sallow moth has recently been found at Muddy Brook WMA.

Rare but resilient: Endangered moth found in Hardwick
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