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By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN – A 
candlelight vigil was held 
in honor of International 
Overdose Awareness Day 
at the Belchertown Town 
Common on Aug. 31.  The 
vigil was held to reduce the 
stigma surrounding sub-
stance use and overdose, as 

well as raise awareness about 
substance issues within the 
wider community.

“This is our eighth year 
holding the International 
Overdose Awareness Day 
Vigil on the Common,” said 
Belchertown Overcoming 
Adversity Together (BOAT) 
Co-Chair and Belchertown 

candlelight vigil
held in Belchertown

International Overdose Awareness Day

Senior Center 
looking for people 
to participate

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Senior Center 
is looking for qualified indi-
viduals to participate in their 
Senior and Veterans Tax 
Work-Off Program.  The pro-
gram connects willing work-
ers with community endeav-
ors in exchange for paid 
positions and reductions to 
property tax.

“This is a fairly new pro-
gram,” Belchertown Senior 
Center Executive Director 
Jessica Langlois said.  “This 
upcoming year will be our 
third year doing it.  We’ve 
gotten some new departments 
who are going to have oppor-
tunities for volunteering and 
working.”

The program currently has 
10 slots available, five ded-
icated for older adults ages 
65 and older and five for vet-
erans of any age.  The appli-

Advances 
town initiatives

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY – Officials are 
regrouping after the state 
rejected a grant for repairs 
to Forge Pond Dam, while 
advancing a slate of infra-
structure and civic initiatives 
intended to strengthen town 
services and prepare for cap-
ital needs.

The Selectboard used its 
Aug. 10 meeting to acknowl-
edge a major setback for the 
dam project while moving 
ahead on smaller but conse-
quential items, from commit-
tee work and facilities main-
tenance to fiscal planning 
and public safety upgrades. 

Together, the actions out-
line the town’s strategy of 
pairing incremental improve-
ments with pursuit of large-
scale funding for aging infra-
structure such as Forge Pond 
Dam.

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Ron Aponte told the board 
the state has turned down 
Granby’s latest  funding 
request for work on Forge 
Pond Dam.

Aponte said the project 
remains a priority and the 
town will continue to seek 
outside support, given the 
cost of repairs and the diffi-
culty of absorbing them with-
in the operating budget.

Board member Mark Bail 
noted that state legislators are 
also attempting to help from 

Beacon Hill.
“We had Mindy Dom did 

put an earmark in for $1 mil-
lion. Whether they’ll survive 
the budget process, we don’t 
know, but she did do that,” 
he said.

No vote was taken on 
the dam, but the discussion 
underscored that officials are 
counting on a mix of com-
petitive grants and legisla-
tive earmarks to address the 
structure rather than relying 
solely on local taxpayers.

As part of routine facilities 

upkeep, Aponte reported that 
the Senior Center parking 
lot is slated for sealcoating, 
likely on Aug. 15 to 16 or, if 
weather intervenes, Aug. 22 
to 23. The lot will be closed 
during work, affecting staff 
and any residents who use 
the building over weekends. 

The work is one of sever-
al smaller capital and main-
tenance items proceeding 
while the town pursues larger 
infrastructure dollars.

Aponte said the town is 
close to finalizing a web-

site maintenance contract 
with local consultant Ginny 
Hejamowitz, with plans to 
bring in vendor “Munibid” 
once the agreement is signed 
to begin upgrades and ongo-
ing support. 

On the West Street build-
ing project, he reported that 
the town has asked IT vendor 
Entree to revise its proposal 
after finding that labor costs 
were out of scale with hard-

Tax 
Work-Off 
Program 
returns

Granby weighs next steps after Forge Pond Dam grant denial

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – The Granby 
Cultural Council is seek-
ing unique events to fund 
this year within town limits. 
Those interested to lend their 
talents to the town should 
know grant applications are 
being accepted between now 
and Oct. 15.

“Applicants can come from 
anywhere in the world as 
long as they have their event 

in Granby,” said Granby 
Cultural  Counci l  Chair 
Joanne Delphia.

Applicants must fill out 
an application to describe 
who they are, what they are 
offering, where they intend to 
perform and how their event 
benefits the town of Granby.  
Previous funded events 
included the highly success-
ful Movie Night at Cindy’s 

Cultural Council seeks 
unique community events

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ 
The future municipal office building for Granby town govern-
ment.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – As Pathfinder 
R e g i o n a l  Vo c a t i o n a l 
Technical  High School 
reopens for the new year, 
the community welcomed 
Principal Jay Taylor to the 
staff.

Taylor has a diverse 
background in education, 
which has involved working 
in multiple roles as both a 
teacher and an administra-
tor. He described himself as 
feeling honored and excit-
ed to be joining Pathfinder 
Tech.

“Each role taught me 
something different and 
helped shape who I am as 
school leader,” Taylor said.

This week, Taylor is com-
ing off of the late-week 
Professional Development 
ahead of students arriving at 
Pathfinder this past Monday. 
This served as Taylor’s 
opportunity to introduce 
himself to the staff, and dis-
cuss all the opportunities the 
school has to offer and why 
he loves technical vocational 
education.

“People see relevance in 
their learning,” Taylor said. 

“Schools like Pathfinder 
Tech have the opportunity 
t o  c h a n g e 
the trajectory 
of  people’s 
lives.”

“ A b o v e 
all I have an 
u n c o m p r o -
mising dedi-
cation to stu-
dents. What 
works  bes t 
for students is 
the compass 
I  b r i ng  t o 
instructional 
leadership,” 
Taylor said. “My leadership 
style is being visible, being 
present, interacting with 
students and being avail-
able in hallways. My goal 
is to be the first person that 
welcomes every kid into the 
building.”

“It used to be if you 
didn’t fit into this box that 
the school system expected, 
then you’d be ‘discarded’ to 
a vocational school,” Taylor 
said. “Nowadays, it’s the 
place where everyone wants 
to be.”

Taylor shared a story from 
his own background as an 
illustration of what voca-
tional technical schools like 
Pathfinder are for.

“When I was young, I 
wanted to be a lawyer for-

ever, everyone 
k n e w  t h a t , ” 
Taylor said. “I 
went to college 
as a prelaw stu-
dent, and organ-
ically had a con-
versation with a 
professor who 
said he used to be 
a lawyer making 
millions in New 
York City, but 
never had time 
for his family. He 
said teaching was 

the best thing.
“At the time, I thought 

maybe law wasn’t  for 
me,” Taylor continued. 
“Sophomore year, coming 
home for Thanksgiving, I 
announced I didn’t want to 
be a lawyer anymore, and 
would maybe become a 
teacher someday.”

Taylor  proceeded  to 
switch majors to politi-
cal science as an easy way 
to transfer credits. He was 
able to obtain a highly cov-
eted internship for Senator 
John Kerry and worked in 
his Western Massachusetts 
office, where he performed 
clerical duties, ranging from 
opening letters, responding 

to emails, writing proclama-
tions and putting everything 
through Kerry’s auto-pen.

“It was awesome,” Taylor 
said. “They actually asked 
me to stay on even after I 
graduated.”

After graduation, Taylor 
didn’t know what to do with 
his degree until he happened 
to run into a friend at a 
social gathering who was a 
substitute teacher at Taylor’s 
old high school.

“I absolutely loved it,” 
Taylor said. “I was the sub-
stitute everyone requested.”

That  summer,  Taylor 
e n c o u n t e r e d  a n o t h e r 
friend, who was in charge 
of Duggan Middle School 
in Springfield, and invit-
ed him to teach English. 
After teaching at Duggan 
for a year and passing his 
Massachusetts Tests for 
Educator Licensure, Taylor 
moved to a middle school in 
Chicopee, where he taught 
social studies to seventh and 
eighth grade.

In  Chicopee ,  Taylor 
worked as a soccer coach for 
the high school, and applied 
to teach social studies at 
Chicopee Comprehensive 

Pathfinder welcomes new principal

Principal Jay Taylor 
of Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical 

High School.

The Wall of Light honored those lost. A reminder of how addiction affects not just the person 
afflicted but those they leave behind.
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
ROAST or CHOPS ...................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/10/26-9/16/269/10/26-9/16/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ...........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SWORDFISH STEAKS ......................USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN CHICKEN OF THE SEA

SHRIMP SCAMPI
GARLIC & BUTTER 10 OZ. .............

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GEN BAKE POWDERED
DONUT HOLES 14 OZ. TUB .................

$185USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERS 10 LB BAG ........

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$428

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE TI,ES
lb

$199USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AUDIE’S 
PORK CHITTERLINGS CLEANED....... 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN, RIB END or
LOIN END ROAST ................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST .........
USDA INSP. FROZEN BOURBON BBQ MARINATED

BEEF STEAKHOUSE TIPS ........ lb

lb
$399

$599

79¢
lb

lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

BEEF 
STRIP LOIN

$877
lb

$777
lb

$289
lb

$229
lb

 5 LB. 
BAG

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

2/$5
TOP DOLLAR PAID

CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs
GOOD OR JUNK

“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks

Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Our Own: Mums, Pumpkins, Gourds, Indian Corn, 
Straw Bales, Cornstalks, Fall Decorations, Canning Tomatoes, 

Large Cabbages, Beans, Carrots, Corn, Radishes, Peaches, 
Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Leaf Lettuce, 

Pickles, Beets, Scallions, Cucumbers, 
                      Honey Nut, Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm • Sun. 8am-6pm

MUMS 
ARE HERE!

BELCHERTOWN—The 
Town of Belchertown has 
been awarded a $1,000,000 
grant through ECO One 
Stop, a new program from 
the Massachusetts Executive 
Off i ce  o f  Ene rgy  and 
Environmental Affairs. The 
grant will help transform the 
former Tadgell School into a 
community resilience hub. It 
comes through the Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness 
(MVP) Action Grant, one 
of seven programs the state 
combined under ECO One 
Stop for its first round of 
funding.

“Securing this funding 
through the very first round 
of ECO One Stop shows how 
much stronger our applica-
tions become when depart-
ments work together toward 
a shared goal,” said Dawn 
Cote, Grants Coordinator for 
the Town of Belchertown. 
“We’re grateful to our state 
partners for this investment, 
and we’re looking forward to 
building on it.”

The project will turn the 
long-vacant Tadgell School 
into a flexible space for the 
community. It could some-
day include meeting rooms, 
health and social service 
offices, space for local busi-
nesses, and a place residents 
can turn to during emergen-
cies.

“The Tadgell School has 
sat empty for too long, and 
residents have made it clear 
that a true community gath-
ering space is long overdue,” 
said Steve Williams, Town 
Manager. “This grant lets us 
take a meaningful first step 
toward turning that building 
into something the whole 
community can use and be 
proud of.”

The town will keep pursu-
ing additional state, federal, 

and other funding as the proj-
ect moves forward.

oneer Valley Planning 
Commission (PVPC) will 
lead the project as the town’s 
contracted partner for this 
next phase of work. PVPC 
has supported Belchertown 
throughout its MVP Planning 
2.0 process, and this new 
contract continues that part-
nership as work on Tadgell 
moves forward. 

“The Tadgell resilience 
hub emerged as one of 
Belchertown’s top three resil-
ience priorities through the 
MVP 2.0 process, reflect-
ing more than three years of 
community engagement. This 
grant turns that communi-
ty-defined priority into action 
and advances a welcom-
ing, adaptable resource that 
will strengthen connections, 
expand access to services, 
and help the town prepare 
for climate-related challeng-
es,” said Angela Panaccione, 
Senior II Environmental 
Planner at PVPC.

This award is part of the 
Municipal  Vulnerabil i ty 
Preparedness program, a 
partnership between the 
state and local communities 
to build resilience to cli-
mate change. Communities 
start with MVP Planning, a 
process that brings together 
residents, local officials, and 
community organizations to 
identify a community’s cli-
mate hazards, its most vul-
nerable people and plac-
es, and the priority actions 
needed to address them. 
Completing that process 
earns a community official 
MVP designation, a sta-
tus that confirms the town 
has done its planning work. 
That designation makes the 
town eligible for Action 
Grant funding, like the grant 

Belchertown just received, 
to carry out those priority 
actions. From there, commu-
nities can update their prior-
ities through MVP Planning 
2.0 and apply for more 
Action Grant funding to keep 
the work going. Nearly every 
community in Massachusetts, 
ninety-nine percent, partici-
pates in MVP planning, and 
the program has awarded 
more than $248 million for 
climate resilience projects 
statewide.

“This funding lets us keep 
moving forward on the plan-
ning and design work already 
underway for  Tadgel l ,” 
said Doug Albertson, Town 
Planner. “Our goal is a build-
ing that reflects what resi-
dents actually want and need, 
and that can adapt as those 
needs change over time.”

Belchertown earned its 
own MVP designation by 
completing this planning 
process, which is what made 
the town eligible to apply for 
this Action Grant. To learn 
more, read the MVP pro-
gram one-pager from the 
Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs: 
https://www.mass.gov/doc/
fy27-mvp-action-grant-one-
pager/download

Residents have already 
helped shape this project 
through past community sur-
veys and public meetings. 
Survey results are available 
a t  ht tps: / /www.belcher-
town.org/DocumentCenter/
View/9844, and the sche-
matic designs presented in 
June 2026 can be viewed 
at  ht tps: / /www.belcher-
town.org/DocumentCenter/
View/10857. As the project 
moves forward, the town will 
share further opportunities 
for residents to stay involved.

$1 Million MVP Grant awarded 
to transform Tadgell School

❚ COMMUNITY�

High School, the local voca-
tional technical school. Taylor 
said this is when people start-
ed recommending that he 
apply to be an administrator.

“I left Chicopee to work 
in Westfield as the supervi-
sor of social studies, where I 
supported all the social stud-
ies teachers in grades five-
12 by doing evaluations,” 
Taylor said. “It was good, but 
I didn’t work with kids any-
more. I really wanted to be 
able to work with kids and 
also be an agent for change.”

This is when Taylor decid-
ed to pursue a position as 
assistant principal, which he 
filled at Lawrence School in 
Holyoke after the COVID-19 
pandemic. Taylor then moved 
to Baird Middle School in 
Ludlow when the principal 
resigned. 

He described being “volun-
told” by the superintendent to 
take on the responsibility of 
supporting the interim prin-
cipal.

“I got a lot of pressure to 
throw my hat in, and was 
offered the position,” Taylor 
said. “I loved it at the middle 
school. It was a great learning 
experience and took a lot of 
hard work.”

Taylor described the early 
days at Baird as “really dys-
functional and unorganized,” 
but he was able to put systems 
in place to support learning 
and restore calmness to build-
ing.

“Through  hard  work , 
that building dramatically 
changed,” Taylor said. “Now 

people go to the building and 
say it’s one of the quietest 
middle schools. People are 
smiling when they had never 
smiled before.”

Taylor said he was able to 
work together with the staff at 
Baird to improve the culture 
at the school.

“I really liked that, and the 
kids were great,” Taylor said. 
“But I had itching to get back 
into high school and specifi-
cally vocational school. Since 
I taught at Chicopee Comp, I 
had always enjoyed working 
there, and I loved that kids 
were able to see the relevance 
in their learning through 
vocational schools.”

Besides the increased rele-
vance of technical programs, 
Taylor also appreciates the 
strong connections that voca-
tional schools have with their 
communities. He has said that 
teaching at the high school 
level feels more rewarding 
and impactful for the stu-
dents.

“Every single place I’ve 
worked has been a meaning-
ful experience, but most grat-
ifying for me, personally, has 
been the high school level,” 
Taylor said. “Vocational 
schools like Pathfinder pro-
vide opportunities to seri-
ously change the trajectory 
of someone’s life. When you 
graduate from a school like 
Pathfinder, you’re not just 
career-ready, but also college 
capable.”

Having worked at multiple 
vocational technical schools, 
Taylor said that Pathfinder 
has a unique advantage by 
serving nine different com-

munities in the area.
“Chicopee Comp (and 

other vocational techni-
cal schools) all have great 
instructors, administration, 
students, and communities 
they serve, but Pathfinder has 
a broader availability to ser-
vice students,” Taylor said. 
“We pull in students from all 
different towns, so we have 
more diversity economical-
ly and  socially. We have the 
opportunity to create these 
cultures and bring people 
together, that’s something I’d 
say Pathfinder has an advan-
tage in that sense.”

Taylor also spoke about 
the cutting-edge equipment 
at Pathfinder, saying that the 
school “offers the best materi-
als and resources for our stu-
dents.”

“I got my first tour of the 
building with the Head of 
Maintenance, and I felt like 
a kid in a candy store going 
through the tech programs 
and seeing the tools,” Taylor 
said.

Though he said talking 
about himself was “the most 
uncomfortable part” of his 
day, Taylor shared a little bit 
about his home life. His wife, 

Dr. Elizabeth Taylor, also 
works in education, in the 
field of school psychology.

“I absolutely love her, 
she’s the best,” Taylor said. 
“The  bes t  Profess iona l 
Development I get is at dinner 
table, talking with her.”

The Taylors live in Feeding 
Hills with their two children, 
Catherine, age 10, Matt, age 
8, and their black labrador, 
Shep. Taylor said Matt, who 
shares his name with his 

father but goes by his mid-
dle name, is an athlete who 
plays hockey, lacrosse and 
soccer, and Catherine, nick-
named “The General,” seems 
to have inherited his drive to 
be a lawyer.

“I’m deeply affected by my 
family and take any chance I 
get to spend time with them. 
They’re the anchor in my life, 
and I love them more than 
anything,” Taylor said.

Pathfinder Tech is about to 

start offering classes in medi-
cal assisting at its Cold Spring 
Campus in Belchertown. 
Taylor mentioned the school 
is considering expanding its 
offerings to include things 
like veterinarian studies and 
criminal justice.

If you’d like to know 
more about what Pathfinder 
Tech has  to  offer,  you 
can visit their website at 
PathfinderTech.org.

PRINCIPAL from page 1

B E L C H E R T O W N —
The Belchertown Cultural 
Council  (BCC) is now 
accepting applications for 
Fiscal Year 2027 grants sup-
porting local arts, human-
ities, and science program-
ming in town.

The BCC is part of the 
Local Cultural Council 
Program, the largest grass-
roots cultural funding net-
work in the country. Each 
year, the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council distrib-
utes state funding to 351 
local and regional councils, 
including the BCC, who 
then regrant that money to 
support cultural programs 
and projects in their own 
communities.

Individuals, groups, and 
organizations are all eligible 
to apply. Funding can sup-
port a wide range of activ-
ities, including field trips, 
artist residencies, communi-
ty events, public art, perfor-
mances, and other programs 
in the arts, humanities, 
and sciences that benefit 
Belchertown.

The Fiscal Year 2027 
application window opens 
Sept. 1, 2026 and closes 
Oct. 15, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.. 
Full eligibility requirements 
and step-by-step instructions 
are available on the Local 
Cultural Council application 
process page at masscultur-

alcouncil.org. Applications 
must be submitted through 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council’s online grants 
management system; paper 
and mailed applications can-
not be accepted.

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Cultural Council is also 
hosting a virtual info ses-
sion (webinar) on the Local 
Cultural Council application 
process on Sept. 10, 2026 at 
6 p.m. No travel is required, 
and the session is open to 
anyone interested in apply-
ing for the first time or with 
questions about the process.

“We’re excited to open 
another grant cycle and 
support the artists and 
organizations that make 
Be l che r town’s  cu l t u r -
al life so vibrant,” said 
Mel Donovan, Chair of 
the Belchertown Cultural 
Council. “The info session 
is a great way to get your 
questions answered before 
you start your application, 
and BCC members are 
always happy to help too.”

L o c a l  B C C  m e m -
bers are also available to 
answer questions through-
out the application peri-
od. Residents can visit 
the Belchertown Cultural 
Council page at belcher-
town.org/bcc to learn more, 
find contact information, 
and access the application.

Belchertown Cultural 
Council now accepting 
grant applications

W I L B R A H A M — T h e 
Wilbraham Women’s Club 
will be holding its annu-
al “Fall Into Fun” Card & 
Game Party and Luncheon 
on Thursday, Sept. 24, at the 
Saint Cecilia Parish Center, 
42 Main St., Wilbraham.  

Check in time is 11:30 
a.m. with lunch served at 
noon.  The donation is $10 
and there will also be a raffle 
for cash prizes.  

Come with friends and 
play any game of your 
choice (dominoes, Mahjong, 

bridge, Canasta, pitch, etc.).  
Proceeds help to fund the 

club’s scholarships and con-
tributions to area charitable 
organizations. For reserva-
tions call Sue Agnew, 413-
596-9480.  

Fall into fun card party set for Sept. 24

ConComm 
seeks new 
member

B E L C H E RTOW N —
The Town of Belchertown 
is currently seeking to fill 
one full voting member 
vacancy and one associate 
member vacancy on the 
Conservation Commission.

The Commission is 
a volunteer board that 
reviews projects that fall 
under jurisdiction of the 
Wetlands Protection Act 
and local Bylaw and the 
Stormwater Management 
Bylaw. 

The position requires 
attending meetings every 
second and fourth Monday 
of the month, a basic com-
prehension of the local, 
state, and federal wetlands 
regulations, and occasional 
site visits. Qualified can-
didates have also demon-
strated an interest, exper-
tise, or experience in envi-
ronmental protection. 

Commissioners must 
also have a willingness to 
attend training sessions, 
gain the relevant knowl-
edge in a timely fashion, 
remain current, and gen-
erally make the necessary 
time commitment. 

If interested, please send 
a letter of interest to the 
Conservation Department 
at conservation@belcher-
town.org. Any questions 
call the office at 413-323-
0405”
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❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in 
the Belchertown Police log 
and arrests for the weeks 
of Aug. 28, through Sept. 3. 
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the 
police department based on 
the review of the detailed 
log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Friday, Aug. 28

11:52 a.m. – A summons 
was issued to a 35-year-old 
Attleboro man on charges of 
shoplifting.

An officer responded to a 
Turkey Hill Road business 
for a report of shoplifting. 
They left in a blue Honda 
Odyssey. An angle grinder 
was taken. Witnesses took 
photos of the suspect. A 
staff member told the offi-
cer they spoke with the per-
son who said they just left 
the courthouse. They spoke 
with security there, who pro-
vided a residential address in 
Ware. Ware Police they were 
able to get the identity but 
couldn’t locate the suspect. 

Saturday, Aug. 29
2:11 p.m. – Rebecca Anne 

Hightower, 36, of 68 Penyon 
Way, East Falmouth, was 
arrested on charges of failing 
to stop for police, reckless 
operation of a motor vehi-
cle, three counts of failing 
to stop/yield, a marked lanes 
violation, a passing violation 
and speeding.

An officer on patrol run-
ning radar on North Liberty 
Street, a posted 35 mph 
area, saw a black Hyundai 
speeding. The radar dis-
played a speed of 50, then 
the vehicle accelerated. The 
officer reported the vehicle 
was going 64 mph before 
they lost sight of it. The offi-
cer approached the vehicle, 
activated their lights and the 
vehicle continued, passing 
others along the way. As the 
officer got closer, the offi-
cer got the license plate. The 
vehicle went through a stop 
sign on North Main Street 
and Mill Valley Road. The 
vehicle also went through a 
red light and made no effort 
to stop. The officer used their 
PA system to try to get the 
vehicle to stop. At the inter-
section of Route 9 and 202, 
the light was red. The offi-
cer saw two detail officers 
directing traffic then saw 
more blue lights on Daniel 
Shays Highway. There was 
a motorcycle parade turning 
onto Daniel Shay’s Highway. 
The vehicle went through 
the motorcycles and slowed 
down enough to allow the 
officer to stop them. The per-
son was found to be the reg-
istered owner of the vehicle 
and was charged accordingly. 

Monday, Aug. 31
12:36 p.m. – A 61-year-

old South Windsor CT man 

was issued a summons on 
charges of operating with a 
suspended license. An officer 
responded to Main Street for 
a car crash. No injuries were 
reported. A vehicle stopped 
for a cross walk and was rear 
ended by another vehicle. 
One vehicle was towed from 
the scene. 

Thursday, Sept. 3
2:08 p.m. – A 29-year-old 

Ware woman was issued a 
summons for operating with 
a suspended license and neg-
ligent operation of a motor 
vehicle. An officer responded 
to a single crash into a pole 
and the pole was on fire. The 
caller was unsure if they and 
the passenger were able to 
get out of motor vehicle. 
Both people were transported 
to the hospital. The vehicle 
was towed.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, Aug. 28

9:47 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a golf course 
regarding vandalism on the 
seventh hole that occurred 
sometime overnight. A per-
son dragged their feet across 
the grass to make vulgar 
words and images. There 
were other ones done by a 
stick. The matter was docu-
mented. 

11:54 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of fraud from 
a business owner. They sent 
a check to be deposited and 
it was partially cleared. 
Then the business that sent 
the original check wanted a 
full refund. When the per-
son didn’t refund the money, 
they began to get harassed 
about it. The person was then 
threatened as well. 

1:51 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a North Main 
Street residence for damage 
to the vehicle a worker did 
work on sidewalk hit and 
damage to the car. The car 
was unoccupied and parked 
in the area. The bobcat loader 
caused damage to the parked 
car. Photos were taken and 
the worker was identified. 
The owner of the business 
who owned the bobcat was 
going to pay for the damage 
to the vehicle. 

5:05 p.m. – An officer and 
Belchertown Fire paramedics 
responded to a person having 
a mental health crisis. 

6:31 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of fraud from a Mill 
Valley Road resident. They 
said someone hacked into 
their phone and transferred 
money from their account 
liked to their phone. The 
person contacted their bank. 
They reported they couldn’t 
use their phone anymore. 
They were going to send over 
an itemized list of items pur-
chased after the phone was 
hacked. \

7:29 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
at a residence. A vehicle 
parked on the side of the road 
backed up and struck a per-
son that was walking near the 
car. They weren’t transport-
ed to the hospital but later 
sought medical attention. 

Saturday, Aug. 29
2:25 a.m. – A person asked 

to perform wellbeing check 
on a child who lived with 
another parent. 

10:27 a.m. – Someone 
reported a wallet found on 
a trail. An officer went to 
a location, and the officer 
obtained the wallet. The 
person who owned the wal-
let worked at a nearby busi-
ness. They were away for the 
weekend, and the wallet was 
entered into property. 

12:57 p.m. – A person 
located a video camera in 
their kitchen while cleaning. 
They were going through a 
divorce and wanted to report 
it. 

Sunday, Aug. 30
4:30 p.m. – An officer 

responded to a group home 
for a person who having a 
mental health crisis. 

4:30 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a domestic. The 
incident was verbal and a 
report was filed. 

Monday, Aug. 31
6:45 p.m. – An officer took 

a report of a neighbor who 
threatened another neighbor. 
All the electrical meters are 
all in one area and a power 
company was able to go in 
and turn it off. A person then 
caused a disturbance with a 
renter with a neighbor. There 
was concerned because they 
could shut off the power by 
going into a location. 

8:06 p.m. – An officer 
responded to North Main 
Street for a report of a 
domestic violence incident. 
Peace was restored. 

Tuesday, Sept. 1
6:38 p.m. – An officer 

spoke with resident about a 
scam involving their com-
puter. They got a message on 
their computer saying there 
was a virus. The person fol-
lowed the prompts and was 
then told to download several 
PDFs. The person didn’t lose 
any money but was advised 
to contact their bank and get 
their computer checked. 

Wednesday, Sept. 2
2:13 a.m. – An officer 

responded to a domestic vio-
lence incident.

6:01 a.m. – An offi-
cer responded to a North 
Washington Street for a 
report of a woman found in a 
barn. The officer was updat-
ed that the person left going 
toward North Liberty Street. 
Then the officer got a call 
from a resident who reported 
a person was on their front 
porch. The officer contacted 
Belchertown Fire and para-
medics for an evaluation and 
the person was transported to 
hospital.

7:48 a.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident at 
the school parking lot. One 
vehicle pulled into a parking 
spot at the school and began 
to back up. A second vehi-
cle was going past the first 
vehicle at the same time and 
struck the first. No injuries 
were reported and no tows 
were needed.  

7:53 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a Federal Street 
residence for a report of a 
person recording another per-

son. There are ongoing issues 
with a neighbor who was 
identified and recording. The 
other person said they were 
recording as well. The people 
were provided information 
about the harassment order 
process. 

9:26 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Gulf Road for a 
report of vandalism to a farm 
stand on the property. It was 
run by the family’s children. 
There was video of the inci-
dent were a vehicle stopped 
at the farm stand. Tomatoes 
were thrown and a suspect 
smashed baled of hay, ripped 
open bundles of wood and 
spread things across the road. 
The farm stand itself was 
moved down the road and 
thrown into the woods. There 
are no suspects at this time. 

5:53 p.m. – A person 
called to follow up about a 
previous incident. 

7:43 p.m. – An officer 
responded to State Street 
for a report of a vehicle that 
went off the road and struck 
street signs. There was a sec-
ond vehicle that pulled over 
and spoke with the operator 
of the first vehicle to see if 
they were okay. Then the 
first vehicle left the scene. 
The officer couldn’t locate 
the vehicle and there was a 
request to Granby to look out 
for the vehicle. There were 
two signs damaged: one 
speed sign and a right to farm 
sign. 

8:18 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Federal and Allen Road. 
A vehicle traveling south 
on Allen Road stopped at 
an intersection and a sec-
ond vehicle going west on 
Federal Street tried to avoid 
the first vehicle. The second 
vehicle lost control and left 
the roadway. Minor injuries 
were reported and the person 
declined transportation. 

Thursday, Sept. 3
10:45 a.m. – An officer and 

Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics responded to a residence 
for a person having a mental 
health crisis. 

7:39 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a North Main 
Street residence for a possi-
ble harassment prevention 
order violation. It was an 
incident between two neigh-
bors.

9:01 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person in the 
lobby about ongoing issues 
with a person they believed 
was following them. A report 
was taken. 

Granby 
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to  157  calls for the week 
of Aug. 21, through Aug. 27. 
Those arrested are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

cation process started on 
Sept. 1 and will continue 
throughout October.  The 
program aims to reduce 
the worker’s property tax 
by $1,000 in exchange for 
about 66 hours of work per-
formed between January 
and November of next year.

“The Select Board real-
ly wanted an opportunity 
to help those with financial 
relief,” Langlois said.  “A 
lot of surrounding towns 
already offer this program, 
so it was something that 
I know that we’ve always 
wanted to get  off  the 
ground and running.”

There are many factors 
considered for eligible 
workers, which include age, 
a maximum gross income 
return of $50,000 or less for 
a single person or $82,000 
for a married couple and a 
bank balance assessment 
disclosed on the applica-
tion. 

“It’s calculated by the 
state’s minimum wage, 
which is $15 an hour,” 
Langlois said, when asked 
how worker compensation 
was calculated.  “We take 
the $15 an hour and we 
divide it by the $1,000 you 
can earn, which gives us 66 
hours.”

This sum doesn’t include 
state and federal deduc-
t ions ,  which inc ludes 
federal taxes, Medicare 

and  Omnibus  Budge t 
Reconciliation Act (OBRA) 
considerations.  Upon pro-
gram completion, Langlois 
stated about $800 would be 
deducted from the work-
er’s property tax for the 
year through the assessor’s 
office.

“As long as we have 
a slot open, you are more 
than welcome to apply 
every year,” Lanlois said 
when asked if the program 
would take on returning 
applicants.  She stated there 
were no mandatory term 
limits for the program, so 
long as there was a need 
for the work and there were 
slots available.

Langlois also confirmed 
people applying for handy-
man positions shouldn’t shy 
away if they don’t have the 
required tools for the job, 
as equipment would be pro-
vided by the department.  
However, should the person 
already have the tools, they 
are more than welcome to 
use their own.

“The fire department is 
back on the list,” Langlois 
said when asked for a 
workplace example.  “The 
Senior Center is on the list 
this year and the school 
department is on the list.”

Langlois also added the 
town’s Communications 
Committee was also look-
ing for people to help the 
communication manager.  
Those interested in apply-
ing for open roles may con-
tact the Belchertown Senior 
Center for more details.

“It’s a great way to have 
financial relief for an older 
adult or veteran,” Langlois 
said.  “You get the tax relief 
and the financial relief and 
the town gets help with 
things.”

TAX WORK-OFF
from page 1

BELCHERTOWN—The 
Belchertown Recreation 
Department is partner-
ing with the Friends of 
Lake Wallace  for  the 
Lake Wallace Fall Fest 
Fundraiser on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Lake Wallace 
(behind the recreation 
department).

Following the success 
of last year’s inaugural 
event, they are bringing the 
community together again 
for a fundraiser showcas-
ing accessible recreation, 
nature, community, and fun 
for everyone.

And it’s not just a race! 
The Fall Fest is a cele-
bration with live music, 
local vendors, food, fam-
ily activities, community 
organizations, and plenty of 
opportunities to enjoy Lake 
Wallace, all while helping 
raise funds to support its 
continued improvement and 
accessibility.

Run, Roll & Stroll:
Choose your way to 

enjoy the Lake Wallace 
trails:

5K – 10 a.m.- $35
1K – 11 a.m. - $30
Roll & Stroll - 11:15 a.m. 

- $20
Just a t-shirt & donation 

- $25 
5K and 1K registra-

tion includes an event 
T-shirt, raffle ticket, and 

a $15 donation to the Lake 
Wallace Gift Account.

The Roll & Stroll is 
a $20 donation  to the Lake 
Wallace Gift Account and 
does not require advance 
registration.

Register at www.runreg.
com/lwff

T-shi r t  inc luded 5K 
a n d  1 K  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
c loses  September  17 . 
Registrations after that date 
(including day of) will be 
donation-only and will not 
include a T-shirt or raffle 
ticket.

Your Support Makes a 
Difference

Lake Wallace Sensory 
Trail is a special commu-
nity resource made possi-
ble through  grant funding, 
community support, and the 
dedication of volunteers.

Last year, the communi-
ty raised more than $6,500 
through race registrations, 
donations, sponsorships, 
and raffle tickets. Those 
funds helped support acces-
sible trail repairs, an infor-
mational kiosk, branded 
wayfinding signage, and 
additional guide rails and 
posts near Foley Field.

This year, there is a goal 
of $10,000 to continue 
improving Lake Wallace 
and expanding opportuni-
ties for accessible recre-
ation.

Lake Wallace Fall Fest 
returns October 3

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

     THE BEST FRESH 
      FOR FALL!

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

New September New September 
Creamery Window HoursCreamery Window Hours

Closed Monday & Tuesday
Open Wednesday – Sunday

Beautiful
HARDY MUMS 

In Fabulous Fall ColorsIn Fabulous Fall Colors

                 4-inch, 8-inch & 12-inch 
Patio Pots & Hanging Baskets

Big Selection!Big Selection!

Beautiful Fall PlantersBeautiful Fall Planters
BURSTING WITH COLORBURSTING WITH COLOR

HARDY 
ASTERSTERS

Ornamental Cabbage & KaleOrnamental Cabbage & Kale
Perennial Echinacea “Coneflower”Perennial Echinacea “Coneflower”

Rudbeckia “Black Eyed Susan”Rudbeckia “Black Eyed Susan”

FALL IS FOR PLANTING
Trees, Rose Bushes Trees, Rose Bushes 

Shrubs, & PerennialsShrubs, & Perennials  

SPECIALSPECIAL
Fafard Ultra Outdoor 

Planting Mix
1 cu ft Bags 

$9.99 (Reg $11.99)

Great For Trees, 
Shrubs & Perennials

Decorate For Fall
Corn Stalks, Gourds, 

Straw Bales
Scarecrows, Witches, 
Ghosts, Garden Flags
 Sugar Pumpkins, 
Face Pumpkins & 

Specialty PumpkinsSpecialty Pumpkins

IN OBSERVANCE OF 
SEPTEMBER 11TH
Always Remember 

Bouquets 

$15.99
Long Lasting 

Red, White & Blue 
Fresh Flowers

FALL FLAVORSFALL FLAVORS
Locally Grown 

New Crop Apples
MACINTOSH APPLES

     5 lb Tote Bags $5.99
FRESH SWEET CIDER

APPLE CIDER DONUTS
Apple Cake, Apple Crisp 
& Fresh Baked Pies

 

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

ware pricing. At the same 
time, a previous assumption 
that security firm Ratcliffe 
was on the state bid list 
proved incorrect. A compet-
ing firm, Oakers, has now 
been identified as both eligi-
ble and lower cost for cam-
eras, entry controls and cable 
pulls. 

Those adjustments are 
intended to keep the project 
on track without overcom-
mitting limited capital dol-
lars.

The Board of Assessors 
is moving to advertise for 
a Director of Assessments, 
a position officials say is 
needed to strengthen the 
town’s ability to manage the 
tax base and stay ahead of 
neighboring communities on 
growth and compliance.

Aponte explained that if a 
qualified candidate is hired 
during the current fiscal year, 
the town would likely rely 
on municipal fund transfers 
beginning May 1 to cover 
any shortfall in the asses-

sors’ budget, using positive 
variances in other accounts. 
Longer term, he said the hire 
would be evaluated during 
the FY28 budget cycle, 
with the expectation that 
improved assessment capac-
ity could support local reve-
nues over time.

The board also formalized 
the Senior Tax Work-Off 
Program Committee, build-
ing on a program previous-
ly adopted at Town Meeting 
that allows eligible seniors 
and veterans to earn relief on 
their property tax bills.

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l 
include the Council on Aging 
director, Veterans’ Services 
officer, a member of the 
Board of Assessors, the town 
administrator and an at-large 
resident 60 or older, with the 
at-large seat to be advertised 
and filled later.

Aponte emphasized that 
the program is targeted at 
older residents struggling to 
stay in their homes despite 
rising taxes.

“Someone might be house 
rich and cash poor,” he said. 
“So obviously, once you’re 

retired, the cash flow starts to 
generally dry up a little bit. 
Taxes generally do not.”

The town has already 
received two applications 
from potential participants 
and will  now focus on 
recruiting the at-large com-
mittee member and encour-
aging departments to identify 
appropriate work opportu-
nities, primarily office and 
clerical tasks.

In other infrastructure-re-
lated news, Fire Chief Evan 
Briant reported that Granby 
has secured a $60,000 state 
earmark for radios, offsetting 
a capital article previously 
passed at Town Meeting.

“We did get an ear mark… 
through the radios… for 
60,000,” he said.

Aponte noted that this 
creates a positive variance 
in the corresponding capital 
account, adding a small mea-
sure of flexibility as the town 
juggles competing capital 
needs, including the dam.

Separately, the building 
inspector met with an ISO 
(Insurance Services Office) 
analyst to review local codes 

and practices that affect fire 
and building insurance rat-
ings townwide. Aponte said 
the session appeared to go 
well, with results expected in 
a few weeks. 

Aponte told the board that 
resident Eleanor White has 
expressed interest in a bocce 
court at Dufresne Park, and 
that he expects a formal 
request for discussion. 

He added that such a 
project could potentially 
be combined with previ-
ously discussed pickleball 
courts under a future state 
park grant, which typically 
requires the town to front the 
full cost at Town Meeting 
and then receive partial reim-
bursement. Last year’s pro-
gram reimbursed about two-
thirds of eligible expenses. 

Officials cautioned that 
timing and cash flow would 
have to be managed care-
fully, particularly while the 
town continues to chase 
funding for larger-scale 
needs such as Forge Pond 
Dam.

GRANT DENIAL
from page 1

Drive-In on Aug. 28, which 
drew over 100 attendees, as 
well as the Art of Needle 
Felting at the Granby Public 
Library.

“The first criteria for us is 
that the event has to happen 
in Granby,” Delphia said.  “It 
needs to serve a specific fac-
tion of our community.”

The Council puts a yearly 
survey for residents to deter-
mine which events to attract 
to the region.  The surveys 
ask residents what they 
would like to see, what sort 
of events interest them and 
who they would like to serve 
within the community.

“Disproportionately large 

are usually events for elder-
ly people and children,” 
Delphia said.  “So we tend 
to look at creative ways that 
will focus on those two age 
groups.”

The chair cited Talking 
Hands Theater  and the 
S p r i n g f i e l d  S y m p h o ny 
Musical Petting Zoo as 
examples, the latter of which 
took place at the Granby 
Public Library.  Upcoming 
events scheduled are the Jazz 
Bones Christmas Holiday 
concert in December and a 
proposed paint and sip tak-
ing place at the winehouse on 
Nov. 15.

“We’re looking for dif-
ferent kinds of ideas and 
events,” Delphia said.  “We 
try to stay away from doing 

the same type of event over 
and over.”

Delphia stressed origi-
nality when it came to what 
determined a potential event, 
along with “reasonable” 
financial compensation asks 
should the activity need to be 
funded.  A $1,000 maximum 
is imposed on any event 
requesting town funding due 
to budgetary restrictions.  
However, partial compensa-
tion up to the maximum may 
be awarded, which is deter-
mined on a case-by-case 
basis.

“We look at every single 
applicant that comes to us,” 
Delphia said.  “What we 
try to determine is, first of 
all, is it original and new?  
Sometimes, we’ll just give a 

partial award...we could say 
‘well, we can give you 500 
towards this event.’  It’s up to 
them if they want to accept 
the award or not.”

Those interested in apply-
ing should note the grant 
application cut-off date is 
Oct. 15th.  Additional help 
may be found at the Granby 
Cultural Council’s Facebook 
page or may reach out to 
granbycul tura lcounci l@
gmail.com.

“I also want to encourage 
people, if they know how 
to teach something to chil-
dren or to adults,” Delphia 
said.  “We’re always looking 
for those kinds of events as 
well.”

CULTURAL COUNCIL
from page 1

Book Sale
September 1-30 

Stop into the Library 
during regular open hours to 
browse our expansive book 
sale all month long.  

Foraging Walk
Saturday, Sept. 12 at 11 a.m.

Gain greater food secu-
rity by learning wild and 
feral edible and medicinal 
plants and fungi. Using the 
Library’s grounds learn how 
to identify and prepare fall 
foods using common wild 
edibles that you can find near 
where you live. Join natural-
ist and wild edibles enthu-
siast Arianna Alexsandra 
Collins of Offerings for 
Community Building on our 

foraging walk. Pre-register.

Adult Book Group
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 6 p.m. 

The book group wil l 
be discussing The Corre-
spondent by Virginia Evans. 
Grab a copy and join us! 

Tabletop Games Club
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 5 p.m. 

and Saturday, Sept. 19 
 at 10:30 a.m.

The  Granby  L ib ra ry 
Tabletop Games Club invites 
players of all ages 8 and up 
to gather and enjoy a vari-
ety of board, card, dice, tile, 
and other in-person tabletop 
games in a welcoming, social 
environment. 

Knitting Group 
Every Wednesday afternoon 

at 2 p.m. 
Bring your latest project 

and join us for conversation, 
tips and tricks. 

Friends of the Granby 
Library Meeting
Thursday, Sept. 17

 at 4:30 p.m.
Did you know that the 

Friends sponsor our events? 
Join us for a meeting and see 
what’s new. 

Celebrate 
Constitution Week!  

Sept. 15 to 19 
Stop in to browse our 

Constitution Week displays 
for adults and kids.  

Granby Free Public 
L I B R A R Y

September Happenings

3rd Annual 
Car and 
Bike Show 
Sept. 12

BELCHERTOWN—St. 
Francis of Assisi Church is 
holding their 3rd Annual 
Car and Bike Show on 
Sept. 12 with a rain date of 
Sept. 13. 

There will be 3 best in 
show trophies along with a 
“most unique” and “crowd 
favorite” trophy.

There will also be a best 
in show trophy for motor-
cycles. 

Registration is $20 and 
admission for spectators is 
free.

The event is from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Raffles and food/
drink items (including our 
famous breakfast sandwich-
es) will be available for 
purchase. 

Bruce Marshall from the 
Valley Classic Hits will be 
our DJ. Proceeds benefit the 
St. Francis Building Fund.

Please call 413 335-7658 
Wilbur Quirk if you have 
any questions.
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Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5 
p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information 
about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

Do u g  M o o r e  o f 
Belchertown took this 
photo of an osprey 

protecting its young from a 
red winged blackbird at Lake 
Wallace on July 17.

The osprey, also known as 
the fish hawk has the abili-
ty to dive into water to catch 
fish. It also has the ability to 
hover. 

Ospreys are unusual among 
hawks in possessing a revers-
ible outer toe that allows 
them to grasp with two toes 
in front and two behind. 
Barbed pads on the soles of 
the birds’ feet help them grip 
slippery fish. When flying 
with prey, an osprey lines up 
its catch head first for less 
wind resistance.

These hawks are excellent 
anglers. Over several stud-
ies, ospreys caught fish on at 
least one in every four dives 
with success rates sometimes 
as high as 70%. The aver-
age time they spent hunting 
before making a catch was 
about 12 minutes.

The osprey readily builds 
its stick nest on manmade 
structures such as telephone 
poles, channel markers, duck 
blinds and nest platforms 
designed especially for it. 
Such platforms have become 
an important tool in reestab-
lishing ospreys in areas where 
they had disappeared. In 
some areas nests are placed 
almost exclusively on artifi-

c i a l  s t r u c -
tures.

O s p r e y 
e g g s  d o 
n o t  h a t c h 
all at once. Rather, the first 
chick emerges up to five 
days before the last one. The 
older hatchling dominates 
its younger siblings and can 
monopolize the food brought 
by the parents. 

If food is abundant, chicks 
share meals in relative har-
mony; in times of scarcity, 
younger ones may starve to 
death.

These birds may log more 
than 160,000 migration miles 
during its 15 to 20-year life-
time. Scientists track ospreys 
by strapping lightweight sat-
ellite transmitters to the birds’ 
backs. 

The devices pinpoint an 
osprey’s location to with-
in a few hundred yards and 
last for two or three years. 
During 13 days in 2008, 
one osprey flew 2,700 miles 
from Martha’s Vineyard, 
Massachusetts to French 
Guiana, South America.

The oldest known osprey 
was at least 25 years, two 
months old and lived in 
Virginia. It was banded in 
1973 and found in 1998.

Glossy ibis
On July 13 Doug Moore 

saw a glossy ibis at Lake 
Wallace. They expanded their 

range over the past century 
from the southeastern United 
States to include much of 
eastern North America. 

At a distance the glossy 
ibis looks uniformly dark, 
but a closer look in sunlight 
reveals deep maroon, emer-
ald, bronze and violet feath-
ers.

Large flock of grackles
I saw a large flock of 

grackles in late August. I did 
not count them, but there 
were at least  50, probably 
more. 

They flew from one side 
of the road to the other. I 
stopped the car and waited 
for them to safely pass. There 
were stragglers and some 
flew behind the car as well 
as in front of it. Seeing them 
reminded me that the fall 
migrations are happening or 
at least the birds are gathering 
in flocks to make their jour-
neys south. 

Some species of birds trav-
el long distances to their win-
ter habitat. Ospreys are just 
one of many that travel thou-
sands of miles.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

It takes a village ...
Letter to the editor

This spring, Belchertown 
Little League integrated 
girls’ softball into their pro-
gram.  It was a huge success 
and a great learning experi-
ence for all the girls to devel-
op their skills.  

Justin Hooten, who is the 
Vice President of Softball for 
Belchertown Little League, 
and Jay Lafleur, a well-
known local business owner, 
are both volunteer coaches 
for the league and have given 
countless hours to supporting 
our girls through a fun, com-
petitive environment.  

This will be the first year 
that a fall league is available 
for youth softball and prac-
tices are already underway.  

Because the field has not 
been used since the spring 
season, the infield had 
become overgrown.  Justin, 
Jay and Ben Haynes, whose 
daughter plays in the league, 
spent hours returning the 
field to its proper condition.  

Many volunteers in town 
are integral to the success of 
these programs; I would just 
like to give recognition and 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
Maybe everybody has 

the same reaction that I do 
to Social Security insol-
vency. 

I do not understand 
a system that has been 
basically run like a Ponzi 
Scam since its inception; 
why have you decided (in 
2026-2027) that now is the 
time to change a perfectly 
good Ponzi Scam. 

In all reality, this began 
with Babylon. I’m sure 
that if you searched the 
meaning of the words 
“ B a b y l o n i a n  m o n ey 
magic,” you would under-
stand what I’m talking 
about. 

If this is as good as the 
Earth has, why would you 
mess with a perfectly rot-
ten thing. Why would you 
decide to change curren-
cies to some sort of fragile 
digital currency? 
Signed: Skeptical Senior 

Dear Skeptical Senior: 
You touch on an item 

that the Association of 
Mature American Citizens 
Foundation has dealt with 
many times over the years, 
specifically the notion that 
Social Security has the 
characteristics of a Ponzi 
Scheme. 

Our position in response 
to that notion is that Social 
Security was created and 
operated with full trans-
parency with its finan-
cial status, formulas and 
long-term deficits com-
pletely and publicly doc-
umented and reported to 
the President and Congress 
annually. 

Unlike the infamous 
Charles Ponzi, the gov-
ernment has a perma-
nent pool of contributors 
through mandatory FICA 
and SECA (self-employ-
ment) payroll taxes and 
is designed to remain in 
operation infinitely as 
long as there’s a taxpaying 
workforce. 

Moreover, the Social 
Security system is over-
seen by Congress, spe-
c i f i c a l l y  t h e  S e n a t e 
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e 
and the  House Ways 
and Means Committee, 
and  the  Government 
Accountability Office. 
The  Soc ia l  Secu r i t y 
Administration is sub-
ject to routine hearings 
by these congressional 
overseers and maintains 
an independent Office of 
the Inspector General to 
ensure the integrity of its 
financial operations.

Contrary to Ponzi vic-
t ims,  a l l  par t ic ipants 
retiring from the work-
force and their depen-
dents recover their Social 
Security contributions via 

benefit payments, some 
more than others based 
on their level of partic-
ipation in the system. 
Also, contrary to Ponzi 
Schemes, Social Security 
was designed as a social 
insurance system and has 
operated successfully in 
that mode for over nine 
decades. 

What raises the notion 
of a Ponzi Scheme com-
parison these days is the 
looming insolvency fac-
ing Social Security just 
six years from now. This 
financial problem, howev-
er, has nothing to do with 
fraud. 

Rather, it is a function of 
workforce demographics 
and the fact that Congress 
has long deferred correc-
tive action on a problem 
that has been known for 
the past four decades. 

We sometimes hear well 
intended, but sometimes 
uninformed comments 
from some Washington 
politicians invoking the 
Ponzi  Scheme re fe r-
ence, but we believe that 
Congress is finally waking 
up to the urgency. 

And we also believe 
Congress is now starting 
to move seriously to set 
a course for correction in 
time to ward off the impact 
of insolvency. AMAC is 
proud to be a part of the 
collective thinking cur-
rently surfacing, and our 
Social Security Guarantee 
is in play as a plan to be 
considered. 

We invite you to review 
our SS reform plan (at 
https://amac.us/social-se-
curity-guarantee) and like-
wise to stay tuned to our 
Social Security Report 
website (https://socialsecu-
rityreport.org/) where we 
post regular updates on a 
variety of matters pertain-
ing to Social Security and 
retirement.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Cit izens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Why change Social 
Security now? It’s a 
working ‘Ponzi Scam.’

extend appreciation to them 
for all their dedication that 
has made this league possi-
ble.  

All the parents are so 

thankful to them for their 
commitment and dedication!

 
Molly Adams 

Belchertown

Before

 After

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Osprey at nest

PHOTO BY DOUG MOORE

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news
or community features for 
The Sentinel, please email 
sentinel@turley.com
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BELCHERTOWN—The 
Belchertown Community 
Energy Choice program just 
passed the two-year mark 
since the program launched in 
June 2024. With this town pro-
gram, residents and businesses 
are allowed to band together 
and buy their electricity in 
bulk, offering lower supply 
rates, more renewable energy 
content and stable pricing. 

Currently, there are 4,511 
residential accounts enrolled 
in the program. The majority 
(88%) are on the Belchertown 
Standard default option with 
a supply rate of 13.37 cents / 
kWhr and 10% more renew-
able energy content than the 
State standard. This amounts 
to a collective savings of 
approximately $1,265,900 
for town residents over the 
last two years compared to 
National Grid supply rates 
over that period. More good 
news is in the carbon dis-
placement savings. Associated 
CO2 displacement savings 
amounted to 4,200,000 lbs 
since program launch. This is 

equivalent to greenhouse gas 
emissions from 444 gasoline 
powered passenger vehicles 
driven for 1 year, or carbon 
offset of 31,500 trees over a 
year, or emissions from 256 
homes’ energy use for one 
year. Figures are approximate 
and provided by Good Energy, 
program consultant.

The savings will be even 
more beginning in August as 
the National Grid basic supply 
rate will be going up to 17.185 
cents per kWh beginning 
Aug. 1 through Jan. 31, 2027. 
The BCEC program rates are 
locked in through the end of 
2027. 

Even more carbon offset 
can be achieved by enroll-
ing in the Belchertown 100 
option, which offers a 100% 
renewable energy supply for 
less than a penny more than 
the Belchertown Standard 
rate (14.31 cents / kWhr for 
Belchertown 100) and still less 
than the National Grid basic 
supply rate, now at 17.185 
cents / kWhr. For those that 
have chosen to go 100% 

renewable through a third-par-
ty electricity supply service, 
the Belchertown 100 tends to 
be the better value when com-
paring rates.

Three things you can do to 
save money and help the envi-
ronment depending on your 
situation:

• Check the second page of 
your electric bill.  If it does not 
say Belchertown Community 
Energy Choice under the 
Supply Services section or 
National Grid is still listed as 
your supplier, consider enroll-
ing in the town program.

• To maximize environmen-
tal benefit, consider opting up 
to the Belchertown 100 choice. 
It is an easy and cost-effective 
action you can take to help 
protect the environment.

• If you are with a third-par-
ty supplier for your 100% 
renewable source, check when 
your contract renews and make 
the switch to the Belchertown 
100 option. 

Enroll and learn more at 
Energy.Belchertown.org.

Belchertown 
Fair news

BELCHERTOWN—It’s 
less than 1 month to the 
annual Belchertown Fair and 
Parade, Sept. 25-27, 2026. 
This year’s theme is “Stars, 
Stripes, and Fair Nights.” 

New this year is a Youth 
Giant Pumpkin contest. Show 
up at the Pulling Ring on 
Friday evening at 5:30 p.m. 
for weighing. 

The Exhibit Hall will be 
hosting an “Apron Contest” 
on Saturday, 9/26 at 3 p.m. 

The categories and addi-
tional info can be found on 
pages 21-22 of the Exhibit 
Hall booklet.

Ask your Granny for her 
most storied apron, or if 
you’d like to create one from 
scratch, solid white ones will 
be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis during the 
Exhibit Hall drop off periods. 

The Fair Committee would 
like to remind booth vendors 
of the annual Gerry Whitlock 
Awards for Best Booth Theme 
Presentations. Get creative 
and show off your patriotism.

B E L C H E RTOW N  — 
The Town of Belchertown 
is preparing for the return 
of community fireworks 
on Sept. 24, the center-
piece of its America250 
Semiquincentennial cele-
bration, held alongside the 
Belchertown Fair. A new 
matching-donation oppor-
tunity from a local business 
is helping build momentum 
toward the event.

Window World of Western 
Mass. has offered to match 
community donations to the 
fireworks fund, dollar for 
dollar, up to $12,000. The 
matching opportunity means 
that every gift made between 
now and the event will effec-
tively double in impact, 
helping the community 
reach its fundraising goal.

“Belchertown has always 
been more than the place 
where we do business — 
it’s home. My family and I 
have built our lives here, and 
we’re grateful to be part of a 
community that has support-
ed us for so many years. The 
Belchertown Fair has long 
been a tradition that brings 
families, friends, and neigh-
bors together, and the fire-
works have always been one 
of the highlights. That’s why 
my family and I are proud 
to match donations to help 
bring the fireworks back 
this September. We hope 
our commitment encourag-
es others to join us so this 
cherished tradition can con-
tinue creating memories 

for families throughout our 
community,” said Tim Drost, 
Owner, Window World of 
Western Mass.

Several community spon-
sors have already stepped 
forward to help fund the 
display, including Hulmes 
Transportation, Easthampton 
Savings Bank, and Country 
Bank, along with other gen-
erous local donors.

“Community sponsors 
like these are what make 
an event like this possi-
ble,” said Kyle Thibeault, 
Recreation Director. “This 
night is about so much more 
than fireworks — it’s tied 
to the Belchertown Fair and 
to our town’s celebration of 

America’s 250th anniversa-
ry. Having local businesses 
and residents invest in that 
means the whole community 
gets to be part of something 
memorable together.”

Businesses interested in 
becoming a fireworks spon-
sor, across three sponsor-
ship levels, are encouraged 
to contact Kyle Thibeault, 
Recreation Director,  at 
KThibeault@belchertown.
org or 413-323-0419.

R e s i d e n t s  i n t e r e s t -
ed in  making a  dona-
tion can do so through the 
Recreation Department’s 
fireworks donation page: 
w w w. b e l c h e r t ow n . o rg /
FireworksDonation 

Belchertown Community 
Energy Choice Program Year 2

Local business offers to match  
donations for return of fireworks

B E L C H E R T O W N —
Belchertown residents interest-
ed in switching to a heat pump 
can now access free, one-on-
one coaching to help them find 
rebates, tax credits, and sav-
ings, as part of a new regional 
program.

A heat pump is a heating 
and cooling system that moves 
heat rather than generating 
it, allowing it to both warm 
a home in winter and cool it 
in summer using significant-
ly less energy than traditional 
furnaces or air conditioners, 
often resulting in lower utility 
bills.

Th rough  t he  P ionee r 
Valley Energy Coaching 
program, trained volunteer 
coaches, including one from 
Belchertown, are available at 
no cost to guide homeowners 
through choosing a heat pump, 
finding a qualified install-
er, and applying for available 
rebates and tax credits that can 
significantly offset installation 
costs. The program is a region-
al pilot funded through a 
grant from the Massachusetts 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e rg y 
Resources, a state agency, 
awarded to the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission.

“This program is a real 
resource for our residents,” 
said Steve Williams, Town 
Manager. “Making the switch 
to a heat pump can feel com-
plicated, and having a trained 
coach walk you through the 
process, at no cost, takes a 
lot of the guesswork out of it 
and can help save real money 
along the way. Thank you to 
our Energy and Sustainability 
Committee and the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 

for their work bringing this 
resource to Belchertown.”

The program is currently 
focused on connecting resi-
dents with coaching services. 
Additional volunteer coaches 
may be needed in the future, 
and anyone interested in 

becoming a coach is welcome 
to contact the Town for more 
information.

Residents can request a 
free energy coach by visiting 
the Pioneer Valley Energy 
Coaching website: https://pio-
neervalleyenergycoaching.org/ 

Free coaching program helps residents 
navigate heat pump rebates and savings
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Neighborhood
Marketplace

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet

Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Collette Vacations
Sunny Spain, Madrid, 
& Costa del Sol, 
October 18-26, 2027

Sept. 16  .......Collette Slide Show, Hitchcock Tavern 6:30pm
Sept. 26  .......Pickity Place Lunch ................................... $130
Nov. 7 ...........Great Gatsby at PPAC  .............................. $165
Dec. 5 ...........Vermont Country Store with Lunch ........ $175
March 1 ........12-Night Caribbean Cruise............ from $2499
Sept. 12-18 ...Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park ..... $5049

Public Schools Drug-Free 
C o m m u n i t i e s  P r o g r a m 
Director Kris Hoag.

The event began as a 
small community gather-
ing in Melbourne, Australia 
to remember those who 
lost their lives to overdos-
es and as a way to support 
those affected by substance 
use.  Over the past 25 years, 
IOAD transformed into a 
global movement designed to 
bring communities together 
to honor those lost to sub-
stance issues and console the 
grieving families affected.  
The event is also designed  to 
inform the public about over-
dose prevention and recovery.

“The candlelight vigil 
was inspired by the need 
to remember and honor the 
lives of community mem-
bers lost to overdose while 
supporting the families and 
loved ones left behind,” Hoag 
said. “Holding the vigil on 
the Town Common creates 
a visible, welcoming space 
where the entire community 
can come together to grieve, 
remember and show sup-
port.”

The vigil began with 45 
minutes were dedicated to 
self-guided open reflec-
tion.  A Memory Table and 
a Wall of Light was provid-
ed, adorned with photos and 
names of those lost to over-
doses.  A Creative Healing 
Station was also on site with 
activities such as Kindness 
Rock Paintings, Dragonfly 
Designs and Luminary Bag 
Creating available.

Water,  t issues,  laven-
der sachets and grounding 
spaces were also available 
for those who needed them. 
A Legacy in Action Table 
offered a space for partici-
pants who wished to show 
how they would carry for-
ward a loved one’s legacy, 
which was accompanied by 
soft music to facilitate a quiet 
and reflective atmosphere.

The  offic ia l  ceremo-
ny  had  speeches  f rom 
BOAT Co-Chair Angela 
Battle and comments from 
State Representative Aaron 
Saunders.  BOAT Secretary 
and Drug-Free Communities 
Community Engagement 
Coordinator Alene Motta 
shared a poem with attend-
ees, which was followed by a 

first light candle relay.
Participants lit candles 

during the relay as names 
were read aloud for the 
reflective audience.  Hoag 
offered a few words and 
invited others to speak their 
peace, which continued until 
Reverend Michelle Grube 
lead the attendees in a clos-
ing prayer to mark the cere-
mony’s end.

Though under somber cir-
cumstances, the vigil pro-
vided an opportunity for 
Belchertown residents to 
come together.  Residents 
gathered to offer each other 
compassion, provide hope 
for their neighbors and rein-
forced the community’s com-
mitment to preventing future 
loss.  

“Every life lost to overdose 
matters,” Hoag said.  “No 
individual or family should 
have to face the impact of 
substance use alone.”

VIGIL from page 1

Alcoholics Anony-
mous public infor-

mation booth.

Staff from the Empower Health Group.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Candles in the Town Common.

A Self-Care Station table was available for attendees.

Belchertown 
Overcoming 
Adversity 
Together booth.

Drug Addiction Recovery Tearm representatives.
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Orioles in preseason action
AGAWAM – Last  Monday afternoon, 

Belchertown High School boys soccer had its 
first scrimmage of the season against Agawam. 
The two teams have been matching up for the 
past few years during the preseason since they do 
not meet in the regular season and cannot meet 
in the postseason due to being in different divi-
sions. Belchertown was scheduled to open up 
the regular season on Tuesday, Sept. 8 against 
Longmeadow, followed by a matchup at East 
Longmeadow on Sept. 11. Their home opener 
is on Monday, Sept. 14 at 4 p.m. against Pope 
Francis.

The Orioles, sporting their summer soccer jerseys, were in 
scrimmage action last week at Agawam.

A Belchertown midfielder clears the ball.

The Orioles 
possess 
the ball 
near mid-
field.

The Orioles get ready to send the ball deep 
during scrimmage action.

Belchertown hopes to continue its record of mak-
ing playoff appearances.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
The Orioles opened up the regular season this week.

T-Birds 
announces 
series of 
promotional 
themes for 
new season

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds are 
excited to unveil a stacked 
promotional and theme 
schedule for the 2026-27 
AHL season, marking the 
100th anniversary of pro-
fessional hockey in the City 
of Firsts. This year’s promo 
calendar blends fan-favorite 
traditions with new give-
aways and never-before-seen 
surprises sure to delight 
T-Birds fans of all ages. 

“As we celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of professional 
hockey here in Springfield, 
we take immense pride in 
knowing this game has been 
a staple of our community 
for a century—and in the 
atmosphere we’ve culti-
vated for fans of all ages,” 
said Thunderbirds President 
Nathan Costa. “Our mis-
sion has always been to cre-
ate traditions and marquee 
nights that people look for-
ward to year after year—
blending pop culture, mean-
ingful community initia-
tives, and inventive, spirited 
experiences that make every 
game memorable. Thanks 
to our incredible fans, the 
Thunderdome has grown 
into one of the most electric 
environments in the league, 
and that passion and deep 
connection to our fanbase 
continues to fuel everything 
we do.”

Once again this season, 
fans should note that all 
Saturday home games will 
kick off with 6:05 p.m. 
puck drops, along with one 
Wednesday night matchup 
on March 10. Paid parking 
will continue to be available 
throughout the season at the 
nearby Convention Center 
CarPark, and The Landing—
the outdoor plaza next to the 
CarPark—will be open and 
activated for select nights 
during the season. Fans 
seeking free parking can still 
take advantage of the MGM 
Springfield garage.

T h e  p u c k  d r o p s  o n 
Saturday, Oct. 10, with 
Opening Night present-
ed by MGM Springfield as 
the T-Birds welcome the 
Laval Rocket to town as 
head coach Steve Ott and 
captain Chris Wagner leads 
their  squad into an exciting 
new season. Ahead of puck 
drop, fans can stop by The 
Landing  for the Community 
Bank N.A. season-opening 
Block Party, presented with 
support from the Springfield 
BID, from 3:00 to 5:00 
p.m., featuring live music 
by Fever, food & drink, and 
plenty of energy to launch 
another unforgettable sea-
son. The T-Birds are poised 
to celebrate an 11th consec-
utive Opening Night sellout 
inside the Thunderdome.

In addition to the appear-
ances and themes below, 
fans can expect to see spe-
cialty jerseys correspond-
ing to the following themes: 
Teddy Bear Toss, Heritage 
Night, Ice-O-Topes Night, 
Pink in the Rink, and St. 
Patrick’s Day.

AGAWAM – Granby High School girls 
soccer started out its preseason with a 
scrimmage at Agawam last Wednesday 
afternoon. A short distance away less than 
a year ago, Granby engaged in a phe-
nomenal matchup in the state semifi-
nals with Monson at Clark Field in West 
Springfield. Granby lost that matchup, 
but is looking to make it back to the state 
tournament again this year. The Rams 
opened the season earlier this week at 
home against Hampshire Regional. The 
Rams travel to Southwick on Sept. 11 at 
4 p.m. They are back home on Monday, 
Sept. 14 against Pittsfield at 4 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
RIGHT: The Rams are pressured by 

the Agawam defense.

State semifinalist Rams 
ready for new season

The Rams and Brownies clashed in preseason 
action.

The Rams try to keep 
play on the offensive 

end of the field.

Granby 
advances the 

ball up the 
field.

The Rams were 
involved in a presea-

son scrimmage at 
Agawam last week.
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❚ SPORTS�

Veterans Day Salute
Sentinel ~ November 5, 2026

Sentinel will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown
by email to jamie@turley.com or drop off a photo to

Sentinel, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 27, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. 
No photos will be accepted after deadline.

STAFFORD SPRINGS, 
CT – With Stafford Motor 
Speedway approaching its 
final races of the 2026 sea-
son, drivers are quickly run-
ning out of time to either 
establish themselves as a 
championship contender, or 
make a move up in the stand-
ings before the season ends.   
Here is a division by division 
breakdown of how each of 
Stafford’s five weekly divi-
sions has played out thus far 
in 2026:

SK Modified® Division
Stafford’s premier weekly 

division sees Keith Rocco on 
track to claim a fifth career 
track championship.   A fifth 
SK track title would tie 
Rocco with Bob Potter for 
the second most in Stafford 
history, trailing only the late 
great Ted Christopher with 9 
SK titles.

Todd Owen kicked off the 
2026 season with what was 
his first SK Modified® fea-
ture win since Sept. 2024.   
Owen, defending SK track 
champion Jon Puleo, and 
Tyler Chapman all took turns 
holding the SK point lead in 
the early stages of the sea-
son, but Rocco’s consistency 
sees him currently holding 
a 66-point advantage over 
Puleo with Marcello Rufrano 
and Owen tied for third, 86 
points behind.   Rocco took 
the point lead for the first 
time following the July 10 
feature event and he has not 

relinquished the lead since.   
Rocco heads into the Sept. 
4 Paradiso Insurance LM 50 
program riding a streak of 10 
consecutive top-8 finishes, 
but all it would take is one 
bad night for Rocco for his 
comfortable 66 point margin 
to disappear.

Late Model Division
Stafford’s Late Model divi-

sion is the tightest champion-
ship fight going at Stafford 
with the top-8 drivers spread 
less than 50 points, or one 
race win, apart.   Five dif-
ferent drivers have each 
held the Late Model point 
lead at some point during 
the 2026 season.   Chris 
Buffone opened the season 
with a victory in the NAPA 
Spring Sizzler and after los-
ing the point lead to Kevin 
Gambacorta and then Chris 
Meyer, Buffone was back 
on top before Adam Gray 
took over the lead following 
the June 12 feature event.   
Gambacorta would swap 
the lead with both Gray and 
Meyer once more before 
Gray went back into the lead 
following the July 10 feature 
event and he has held the 
lead ever since.   Much like 
Keith Rocco in Stafford’s SK 
Modified® division, Gray 
is racing for what would be 
a fifth career Late Model 
track title at Stafford.  Meyer 
goes into the final 4 races 
trailing Gray by 10 points, 
Gambacorta is third 24 points 

behind, Wayne Coury, Jr. 
is fourth, 34 points behind, 
Michael Bennett is fifth, 40 
points behind, Darrell Keane 
and Buffone are tied for sixth 
42 points behind and defend-
ing track champion Paul 
Varricchio, Jr. is eighth, 46 
points behind.

SK Light Division
Stafford’s SK Light divi-

sion has seen its 2026 sea-
son evolve into a story of 
two dominant seasons.  Chris 
Matthews opened the season 
with a victory in the NAPA 
Spring Sizzler and looked 
like he would have things on 
cruise control as he posted 
podium finishes in the first 
7 races with 1 win, 5 sec-
ond place, and 1 third place 
finish among those 7 races.   
Although Matthews has 
added 3 more wins to his sea-
son total since that streak, he 
has also finished outside the 
top-15 five times since then 
and he has fallen to 4th in the 
standings, 66 points behind 
Nick Anglace.

Anglace has been the other 
hot SK Light driver during 
the 2026 season, racking 
up 7 wins over the first 17 
races.   Anglace’s win total 
trails only Ryan Waterman, 
who has 10 wins in the Street 
Stock division, for the most 
feature wins at Stafford this 
season.   Former SK Light 

Pathfinder 
girls soccer 
gets going

PALMER – Last Thursday 
afternoon, Pathfinder girls soc-
cer had its preseason scrimmage, 
taking on cross-town rival Palmer 
High School. The two teams are 
both gearing up for the regu-
lar season. Pathfinder was 
set to open the season 
on Thursday, Sept. 10, 
taking on Lee at home. 
The Pioneers are on 
the road Monday after-
noon, Sept. 14 at Commerce 
at 4 p.m.

Racing heats up Stafford Motor 
Speedway with final races

Abigail Carmody gets ready to make a big 
kick.

Aubrey Ortiz sends the goal kick away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

LEFT: Eudyn Wood takes a free kick.

Ellyana LaValley 
keeps play mov-
ing up the field.

Taylor Allen is pressured by an oppo-
nent.

Kayleigh Peters is 
closely pressured.

W O R C E S T E R   – 
T h e   W o r c e s t e r 
R a i l e r s  H o c k e y 
C l u b   ( @ R a i l e r s H C ) , 
proud  ECHL  (@ECHL) 
affiliate of the  St. Louis 
Blues  (@StLouisBlues), 
announced a home pre-
season game, presented 
by  Bando Performance, 
to be played on October 
10th  at the  Fidelity Bank 
Worcester Ice Center. at 
7:05 p.m.

New this season, this 
year’s preseason game in 
Worcester on Oct. 10 will 
be a ticketed event. All 
proceeds from the game 
will be donated towards 
the Captain’s Fund, which 
provides financial assis-
tance and support for youth 
hockey families. Fans can 
purchase $5 tickets for the 
opener.

Promotional Schedule
The Worcester Railers 

have announced the themes 
for all 36 home games for 
the 2026-27 season. This 
s ea son ’s  p romot iona l 
schedule includes 13 differ-
ent giveaway nights, eight 
nights with specialty jer-
seys, and nine nights where 
the Railers will be don-
ning their brand new Heart 
of the Commonwealth 
J e r s e y s .  F a n s  c a n 
click  here  to view the full 
2026-27 Worcester Railers 
Promotional Schedule.

The  Worcester Railers 
HC 2026-27 Opening 
Weekend  at  the DCU 
Center is Sat., Oct. 17th 
and Sun. Oct. 18 vs. the 
Maine Mariners and Trois-
Rivières Lions. The 508 
Club is now on sale for the 
2026-27 season.

Railers announce 
preseason matchup

Please see RACING, 
page 11

B E L C H E R T O W N 
–– The Les and Terry 
Campbell Quabbin Visitor 
Center, 100 Winsor Dam 
Road, announces the sched-
ule for upcoming programs.

All ages are welcome.  
All programs are free, but 
registration is required; out-
door programs are limited 
to 25 people.  

Please dress appropriate-
ly for the weather and bring 
water and snacks. Please 
wear appropriate footwear 
and protect yourself against 
ticks.

Dogs are not allowed 
anywhere at the Quabbin 
Reservoir.

Follow link to register 
or visit https://www.mass.
gov/locations/quabbin-res-
ervoir/events   

Exploring the West Side
Explored the West Side 

of the Quabbin Watershed 
via Gate 11 (Route 202, 
Daniel Shays Highway, 
Pelham) on Saturday, Sept. 
19 from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Join DCR staff for a 3.4-
mile out and back hike on 
Quabbin’s west side of the 
watershed. Participants will 
be walking down to the 
water on a dirt road through 
the forest. 

Walking to the water, the 
hike covers 1.7-miles and 
drops 600 feet in elevation.  
Participants will then back-
track and head uphill the 
way they came in.

Exploring Dana Common
Explore the Road to 

Dana Common on Sunday, 
Sept. 26 from 11 a.m.-
2 p.m. at Gate 40 (Route 
32A).

The old foundations, 
stone walls, and shade 
trees of Dana Common will 
transport you to the past 
as you explore Quabbin’s 
unique history. This 3.6 
mile moderate round-trip 
hike will introduce you to 
some of the notable resi-

Quabbin Visitor Center 
lists upcoming programs

Please see QUABBIN, 
page 11
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 $750
CRC® QD®

Electronic Cleaner
11 oz.  CRC 05103

/each
SAVE
53%

champion Tyler Barry has 
quietly kept himself in con-
tention for a second track 
title, holding the point lead 
himself for several weeks 
before Anglace took over 
the top spot in the stand-
ings.   Barry has yet to win 
a race in 2026, but he is the 
co-division leader with 11 
top-5 and 14 top-10 finishes 
this season.   Barry goes into 
the Sept. 4 race 20 points 
behind Anglace with Daltin 
McCarthy, who scored his 
first career SK Light victo-
ry earlier this season, sitting 
third, 42 points behind.

Limited Late 
Model Division

Jason Lafayette opened the 
Limited Late Model season 
with victory in the NAPA 
Spring Sizzler, which vault-
ed him into the early season 
point lead.   Lafayette would 
hold the point lead until the 
middle of June when Jeremy 
Lavoie took over the top 
spot.   Lavoie and Lafayette 
traded the point lead sever-
al times with former track 
champion Rich Hammann 
also taking the lead for a 
week before Lavoie went 
back to the front, where he 
remains going into the Sept. 
4 feature event.   Lavoie is 
seeking what would be his 

fourth career track champi-
onship in the Limited Late 
Model  division and he 
leads Norm Root, III, who 
is still looking for his first 
win of the 2026 season, by 
10 points.   Lafayette and 
Hamman are currently tied 
for third in the standings, 28 
points behind Lavoie.

Street Stock Division
The Street Stock division 

has been a one-man wreck-
ing crew in 2026 as Ryan 
Waterman has absolutely 
dominated the competition.   
Waterman has amassed 10 
wins over the first 16 races 
this season to see himself 48 
points clear of Brent Gleason 

in second place.   Waterman 
has been so dominant this 
season that he has finished 
15 of the 16 races this sea-
son in the top-4 with the 
lone blemish on his record a 
17th  place finish in the July 
31 feature event.   Gleason 
has yet to win this season 
but he is the only driver to 
have recorded a top-10 finish 
in each of the first 16 races.   
Jason Raymond is currently 
third in the standings with 3 
victories and he is 58 points 
behind Waterman.   The 
only other driver within 100 
points of Waterman is PJ 
Evans who is fourth in the 
standings, 96 points behind.

RACING from page 10

SOUTH HADLEY – On Aug. 
22 at Beachgrounds Park, after 
trailing earlier in the game, the 
Dirt Dogs came back to defeat the 
Knights 7-5 to sweep a best-of-
three game championship series 
to win the Pioneer Valley Baseball 
League’s title for 2026. This was 
the first year of Pioneer’s merger 
with the Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League. The merger includ-
ed the addition of the Blue Jays 
to bring the league to six teams. 
The Dirt Dogs had Pioneers best 
record of 19-2 in the regular sea-
son and the Dirt Dogs went on to 
win five consecutive games in the 
double elimination playoffs. The 
Knights went 16-4 in the regu-
lar season and were defeated in 
winner’s bracket of the playoffs 
by the Dirt Dogs. They would go 
on to beat the Wolves 2-1 in 11 
innings in the elimination final to 
make it to the championship series 
for a rematch with the Dirt Dogs. 
The Dirt Dogs won the champi-
onship opener 18-4 at Mackenzie 
Stadium in Holyoke on Aug. 18. 
Pioneer will have a four-team fall 
league for the first time, which 
begins on Sept. 12.

Dirt Dogs take Pioneer Valley championship

Andres Conde delivers a pitch for the 
Knights.

Tory Buck takes a swing and fouls off a 
pitch.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
Matt Morin sends a throw to first.

Pete Moulin sends a pitch 
away for the Dirt Dogs.

Tom Burzynski leads off first base.

dents of Dana as you dis-
cover what life was like 
in the Swift River Valley 
over  a  hundred years 
ago. Photos illustrating 
Quabbin’s past will bring 
Dana to life before your 
eyes. 

Ware River Bridge 
Series: South

The Ware River Bridge 
Series: Rail Trail South, 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 29 from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., with parking at the 
Ware River Rail Trail, 300 
Granger Road  Barre, then 
carpooling to starting point 
for a 1.8 mile easy hike. 

There are many old 
bridge sites in the Ware 
River watershed. Most 
no longer have the actual 
bridges, but you can still 
see the shape of the land 
that supported the bridge, 
and often also stonework 
from the bridge abutments.  

This walk will begin at 
one such site and travel to 
another, both on the beau-
tiful Burnshirt River. The 
hike passes the historic 
Riverside Cemetery. 

Soapstone Mountain Hike
This scenic Soapstone 

Mountain hike will begin 
at Gate 37 (from Route 
122 in New Salem take 
Monson Turnpike Road) 
and follow an easy wood-
land road before branching 
off to a short but very steep 
hike up the mountain on 
Thursday, Oct. 8 from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. This 2.7 mile 
hike is challenging and has 
points which require climb-
ing over large rocks, how-
ever the summit is one of 
the best views of Quabbin 
Reservoir 

Quabbin Park
Explore Quabbin Park 

v i a  t he  Combina t ion 
Shoreline/Enfield Lookout/
Webster Road Loop on 
Saturday, Oct. 10 from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m.

Join DCR staff for a 
3.6-mile looped hike in 
Quabbin Park. Participants 
w i l l  b e g i n  a t  t h e 
Observation Tower park-
ing area located at Quabbin 
Hill and travel to Hank’s 
Meadow and down to the 
water, dropping roughly 
350 feet in elevation.  

The trail then travels 
along the water before par-
ticipants will ascend uphill 
back to where they began. 
Along the way they will 
stop at the Enfield Lookout 
which offers the best view 
of the reservoir in Quabbin 
Park.

Exploring the Road to 
Millington

This 3-mile round trip 
hike will introduce you to 
some of the residents of the 
lost village of Millington 
as you learn what daily 

life was like in the years 
leading up to the Quabbin 
Rese rvo i r  p ro jec t  on 
Saturday, Oct. 11 from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Meet at 
Quabbin Gate 29 on Elm 
Street and Route 202 in 
New Salem.

Participants will stop to 
see the Keystone Bridge 
along the way. 

Ware River Bridge Series: 
North

The Ware River Bridge 
Series: Rail Trail North will 
be held on Sunday, Oct. 
25 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Parking is at the kayak/
canoe launch on Worcester 
Road (Route 122), Barre. 

This long, leisurely hike 
begins at the parking lot 
and travels down a dense-
ly vegetated trail past an 
old timber harvest, end-
ing at the site of a former 
covered bridge. The bridge 
is no longer there, but the 
view of the river is as pic-
turesque as it gets and well 
worth the visit.  

The hike is 4 miles round 
trip and passes the historic 
Riverside Cemetery. 

Rutland Prison Camp
On Thursday, Nov. 5 

from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
explore the Rutland Prison 
Camp, 299 Intervale Road, 
Rutland for an approxi-
mately 1.25 mile easy hike. 
There is uneven ground. 

Join DCR staff as they 
explore the remains of this 
surprisingly successful 
social experiment. Ticks 
are still active so protection 
is advised, as is wearing 
orange during hunting sea-
son.  

Group hike near 
Muddy Pond

Explore the Ware River 
Watershed for a group 
hike near Muddy Pond on 
Saturday, Nov. 7 from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m.

Join DCR staff for a 
4.1-mile looped hike in 
the Ware River Watershed. 
The route climbs/descends 
roughly 140 feet in eleva-
tion.  

The foot path partic-
ipants will travel on is 
non-technical. The last mile 
of the hike is on a scenic 
section of the Mass Central 
Rail Trail. 

Participants will meet 
at the Route 122 rest area 
parking lot in the town of 
Oakham.  The rest area is 
in the shape of a banana 
with grass and picnic 
tables.  

The hike begins and ends 
north of Muddy Pond. 

QUABBIN from page 10
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
2021 QUALITY 

CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions: 

18’Lx8.5’Hx10.5’W. Previously owned by 
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza. 
For more information call 

413-289-1211.

ESTATE SALE

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watch-
es, military cameras, sports 
memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, 
advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, 
toys, one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. 

Call John at (413)206-6509. 
MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HELP WANTED: 
General maintenance. Good pay. 

413-297-1513, Les.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Oakham 
is seeking a dependable individual

to serve as a
 PART-TIME CUSTODIAN 

for the Oakham Town Hall and Library.
Position Details:
• Approximately 5–7 hours per week
• $20.35 per hour
• Responsible for general cleaning and 
custodial duties at the Town Hall 
and Library

Interested candidates should email 
admin@oakham-ma.gov 

for further information and town 
employment application. 

The Town of Oakham is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian 

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for 
the position of custodian. Duties include 
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming, 
and mopping floors, cleaning windows, 
taking out trash and restocking supplies. 
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour, 
12 hours per week.
Job applications can be found on the Town 
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at 
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________
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CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!
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MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________
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Village Hills
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50,500
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Make checks payable to Turley Publications 
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CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

MILL POND ESTATES, 
THORNDIKE, MA 01079

Michael Drive. 
Community-wide tag sale,

 9am-4pm,
Sept 12. & Sept. 13,

 rain or shine.

ESTATE SALE

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Longtime Vogue editor 

Wintour
  5. A Spanish title of 

respect
 10. A way of looking
 12. Properly
 14. Rolled steel
 16. Not down
 18. Law degree
 19. Consume food
 20. Intermediate ecological 

stage
 22. Old world, new
 23. Dispense justice
 25. Stiff hair-like structure
 26. Ethiopia
 27. Cool!
 28. Father
 30. An enthusiastic devotee 

of sports
 31. Holm oak
 33. Be united
 35. Rattling breaths

 37. Supermarket chain
 38. Provided with a quality
 40. Samoan monetary unit
 41. Swiss river
 42. Hill (Celtic)
 44. Have already done
 45. ATM company
 48. Syngman __, Korean 

president
 50. Very willing
 52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
 53. Food listings
 55. Bachelor’s place to 

crash
 56. Big Blue
 57. Sports magazine
 58. Relating to a place 

north of south of the 
equator

 63. Female follower of 
Bacchus

 65. A type of laugh
 66. Slovenly women
 67. Large jug

CLUES DOWN
   1. Boxing’s GOAT
  2. Zero
  3. Midway between north 

and
      northeast
  4. Concurred
  5. Added flavor
  6. Amount of time
  7. Eggs of parasitic insects
  8. S-shaped moldings
  9. Atomic #45
 10. __ d’art: small artistic 

item
 11. A godparent’s “kids”
 13. Nocturnal burrowing 

lizard
 15. Hit lightly
 17. Aircrafts
 18. Witness
 21. Alluding to something
 23. Take to the limit
 24. Baglike structure in a 

plant or animal

 27. Start over
 29. Administered
 32. Romanian monetary unit
 34. Unit of liquid capacity
 35. Equips with weapons 

again
 36. Disney town
 39. Female deer
 40. Title of respect
 43. A place to go rafting
 44. A way to conclude
 46. Type of television
 47. Georgia rockers
 49. Leonhard __, Swiss 

mathematician
 51. Slang for gun
 54. River in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina
 59. Bar bill
 60. Small, gray-headed 

crow
 61. Frozen water
 62. Norwegian krone
 64. Commercial

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLE
This ad is pursuant to MA 

Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as 
of September 17, 2026 the fol-
lowing motor vehicles will be for 
sale to satisfy a garage keepers 
lien:

2019 Nissan Armanda
Vin: JN8AY2NC7K9587053
Color: Black
LKO: Eric Witherspoon
2 Executive Park Dr., Apt. 233
Merrimack, NH 03054

2016 Land Rover Discovery 
Sport
Vin: SALCR2BG0GH546990
Color: White
LKO: Tyanna Beth Yaman 
62 Cady St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Relentless Towing 
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
09/03, 09/10, 09/17/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Department of Environmental 
ProtectionWetlands Program

Notice of 401 WQC
Application and Variance
Notice is hereby given that 

New England Power Company 
(NEP), 170 Data Drive, Waltham, 
MA 02451, seeks a 401 Water 
Quality Certification (WQC) and 
Variance for the Central to West-
ern Massachusetts Energy Im-
provement Project/E5/F6 Asset 
Condition Refurbishment Project 
located within Millbury, Auburn, 
Leicester, Spencer, East Brook-
field, North Brookfield, West 
Brookfield, Ware, Belchertown, 
Pelham, Shutesbury, Leverett, 
Sunderland, Deerfield, Conway, 
Shelburne, and Buckland, MA.

NEP plans to replace existing 
structures, improve access to 
structures, reconductor the lines, 
replace existing shieldwires with 
optical groundwire, and perform 
vegetation management activities 
within the existing transmission 
corridor. A Variance is request-
ed for temporary construction 
matting and permanent structure 
foundations within wetlands lo-
cated within 400 feet of the high 
water mark of the Quabbin Res-
ervoir.

Additional information may 
be obtained from Theresa Por-
tante, BSC Group, Inc., 1 Mer-
cantile Street, Suite 610, Worces-
ter, MA 01608, (617) 896-4509, 
tportante@bscgroup.com.

Written comments on the 401 
WQC and Variance should be 
sent within twenty-one (21) days 
of this notice to:
MassDEP Wetlands Program 
– Major Projects and Policy 
Unit
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114
christina.y.wu@mass.gov

Any group of ten persons, any 
aggrieved person, or any govern-
mental body or private organi-
zation with a mandate to protect 
the environment who submits 
written comments may appeal 
the Department’s Certification. 
Failure to submit written com-
ments before the end of the pub-

lic comment period may result 
in the waiver of any right to an 
adjudicatory hearing.
09/10/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500 
Docket No. 

HS24P0417EA
In the matter of: 

William Henry Vageline
Also known as: 

William H. Vageline
Date of Death: 03/25/2023 

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR ALLOWANCE OF 

ACCOUNT 
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed 

by: Margo J. Vageline of 
Belchertown MA  request-
ing allowance of the First 
a c c o u n t ( s )  a s  P e r s o n a l 
Representative and any other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on 09/23/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

Witness, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris,, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: August 28, 2026

Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate

09/10/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS26P0580EA
Estate of: 

Bonnie Lee Prindle
Also known as: 

Bonnie L. Prindle
Date of Death:  07/08/2026
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Julia W. Colson of 
West Hartford, CT requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-

cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Julia W. Colson of West Hart-
ford, CT be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 09/30/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 01, 2026  

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

09/10/2026

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Contact Paige at PLawor@turley.com or 413.283.8393

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES� ❚ OBITUARY�

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Jolene  Sandra  Rice , 
age 75, passed away on 
T h u r s d a y , 
A u g u s t  2 7 , 
2 0 2 6 .  S h e 
was  born  on 
D e c e m b e r  2 , 
1950, in Elgin, 
I l l i n o i s ,  a n d 
l i v e d  a  l i f e 
marked by kind-
ness, warmth, 
and  devo t ion 
t o  t h e  p e o -
ple and interests she held 
dear. Jolene was a loving, 
friendly, and kind woman 
whose gentle spirit touched 
the lives of many and whose 
memory will be cherished 
by all who knew her.

Jolene was a devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
sister, and friend. She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents, Carl Schultz and 
Beverley Schroeder; hus-
band, George Rice; as well 
as her brothers, William 
Schultz and Gary Schultz. 
Though she experienced the 
loss of loved ones through-
out her life, she carried her-
self with grace and strength, 
always remaining steadfast 
in her care for her family 
and in the relationships she 
nurtured over the years.

She is survived by her 
sons, Jeffery (Christina) 
Stephens Jr., and James 
Stephens. She also leaves 
behind her beloved grand-
children, Brandon Stephens, 
Jeremy Stephens, Grace 
Stephens, Noah Stephens, 
and Laine Stephens, who 
brought great joy to her 
life. Jolene is also survived 
by her sister, Lynn (David) 
Buetow; her sister-in-law, 
Karen Schultz, and many 
nieces and nephews who 
will remember her with 
love and gratitude. Her fam-
ily was the center of her 

world, and she treasured 
every opportunity to share 

time, stories, and 
memories with 
them.

J o l e n e  h a d 
many interests 
that reflected her 
curiosity, creativ-
ity, and appreci-
ation for life’s 
simple pleasures. 
S h e  e n j o y e d 
collecting and 

selling antiques, and she 
had a special eye for items 
with history and charac-
ter. She also found joy in 
crafting, where her cre-
ativity could shine, and in 
gardening, where she took 
pleasure in nurturing beau-
ty and growth. She spent 
time researching genealo-
gy, a pursuit that reflected 
her deep interest in family 
history and connection. She 
also loved to read, finding 
comfort, knowledge, and 
enjoyment in the pages of a 
good book.

Those who knew Jolene 
will remember her for the 
loving way she treated oth-
ers, her friendly nature, and 
the kindness she extended 
so freely. She had a wel-
coming presence and a 
thoughtful heart, and she 
made others feel valued and 
cared for. Her life was a 
reflection of quiet strength, 
devotion, and sincerity, and 
she leaves behind a legacy 
of love that will continue 
through her family and all 
who were fortunate enough 
to know her.

In keeping with her wish-
es, cremation has taken 
place. Jolene Sandra Rice 
will be remembered with 
affection and respect, and 
her memory will live on in 
the hearts of her family and 
friends.

Jolene Sandra Rice, 75

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Condolence for the fam-
ily may be left on Jolene’s 
guestbook at www.throopfh.
com. 

Throop Funeral Home, 
Coopersville.

DEATH NOTICE

Jolene Sandra Rice
Died Aug. 27, 2026
Services private
Throop Funeral Home 

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E

K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

Your kitchen is where life happens—where recipes are shared and memories 
are made. As the Pioneer Valley’s leader in Kitchen Design, we don’t just 
swap cabinets; we reimagine your space. From custom layouts to our  
in-house countertop fabrication, we ensure your kitchen is as functional as 
it is beautiful.

The Social Centerpiece


