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Committee
preps for
school year

Student handbook
gets updates, field
work continues

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN - The
School Committee approved
updated student handbooks,
heard assurances that high
school playing fields will
be ready for fall sports and
authorized hiring an outside
investigator for a personnel
matter during a brief School
Committee meeting.

The committee spent most
of its time on handbook
changes and the condition of
Belchertown High School’s
stadium field.

Members also signed off
on surplusing an aging dis-
trict van and endorsed bring-
ing in an attorney to investi-
gate an unspecified personnel
issue, with costs covered by

Please see SCHOOL, page 13

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
BEN HERNANDEZ

Staff pose with the
day’s guests of
honor. Inset, the cake
congratulated the
featured residents
was shared among
the attendees.

centenarians

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN -
Joyous seniors gathered
at Christopher Heights
Assisted Living Center to
celebrate the lives of sever-
al residents with cake, ice
cream and dancing. The

celebration honored seven
women between the ages of
100 and 105.

“We have 710 years
of life right here at
this table,” Director of
Marketing Lorna Stone

Please see .

CELEBRATION, page 11
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Quad-
boards
reveal
plans

Cultural district
to be created

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN - A
special quad-board meeting
unveiled new plans to create

a cultural district within

town limits on Aug. 24.
Plans centered around
the goals to attract new
businesses to town,
strengthen the local
economy and to gath-
er space to be desig-
% nated as a cultural

1 district.
“We are work-
ing on getting
~ cultural dis-
trict designa-
tion through the

Runners Ieavmg the gate.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

~ Residents support fundraiser race

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN -
The tenth annual Speaking
Out About Addiction and
Recovery 5K race took
place at The Fields on 60
State St. on Aug. 29. The
event marked its 10th anni-
versary within town. The
rally is a collective effort
between the grassroots
organization SOAAR,
the Belchertown Police
Department and Honest
Beginnings; a sober living
organization and residential
recovery program for adults
suffering from drug addic-
tion, alcoholism or other
addictive behaviors.

The organization is a
grassroots movement orga-
nized by families affected
by people struggling with

addiction. Co-founder Jill
Rossi helped create the non-
profit organization Speaking
Out About Addiction and
Recovery due to her own
son’s battle with addiction.
“My son was struggling
with addiction,” said Rossi.
“It’s a really lonely spot
to be in and you feel like
nobody understands.”
SOAAR’s efforts began
as weekly support meetings,
which eventually involved
both people recovering
from addiction and people
actively battling addiction.
Rossi stated the organiza-
tion was “acquainted with
the president of Honest
Beginnings” through his
attendance of previous
meetings and who became
“very involved” with help-

Please see RACE, page 10

Massachusetts
Historical Cultural Council,”
Clapp Memorial Library
Director and Creative
Economy Committee mem-
ber Cyndi Harbeson said.
“We’ve been in active com-
munication with them.”

Harbeson clarified the ini-
tial application work was
complete and they were
working on finalizing the
map for the projected cul-
tural district. She stated the
committee still had to “work
through the other elements of
the application.” The appli-
cation process needs to be
complete by Feb. 8.

“Hopefully, if success-
ful, we’ll have a site visit in
April or May of next year,”
Harbeson said. “The appli-
cation includes highlight-
ing the cultural assets of
Belchertown.”

Harbeson detailed the next
steps, which included a line-

Please see BOARD, page 11

DAR offers historical presentation

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY - The Granby
Free Public Library hosted
a free seminar about less-
er-known authors and jour-
nalists instrumental to the
American Revolution. Titled
“Revolution in Their Words,”
the discussion was led by vol-
unteer lecturer and Daughter
of the American Revolution
representative Dr. Denise
Gosselin.

The Daughters of the
American Revolution are
a nonprofit and nonpolitical
organization dedicated to
preserving American history,
providing free education to
the public about the country’s
roots. Founded in 1890, the

organization, among other
things, maintains historic
properties, sponsors marker
restorations and preserves his-
torical documents.

“A lot of different histo-
ries of the Revolutionary
War focus on battles, gener-
als and troops as well as the
Founding Fathers,” Gosselin
said as she began the night’s
presentation. “This presenta-
tion explores the war from the
perspective of the people and
the words of the people that
lived during that tumultuous
time.”

Gosselin focused the dis-
cussion on prolific writers and
thought leaders of the time.
Though some touched upon
during the lecture may not
have necessarily taken up,
they were nonetheless influ-
ential in shaping the country.
This was due to the very high
literary rate at the time, which
Gosselin illustrated as being
instrumental to championing
the cause for American inde-
pendence.

“At the time of the revolu-
tion, literacy among the peo-

ple in New England
approached 90%,”
Gosselin said.
“Of course,
this varied by
gender, class,
race and loca-
tion, but 90%
of any popu-
lation for the
literary rate is
just phenome-
nal.”
Gosselin
stated there
were a num-
ber of publi-
cations in cir-
culation, both
for and against
the British crown,
designed to per-
suade a vast uncer-
tain audience over to
their side. She cited
famous writers for the
time, which includ-
ed Thomas Paine of

r'["’C‘L“Tlon I'N

Sense”

lific

who

THEIR

“Common
fame
and the pro-
John

Hancock,

though also
showcased many
other less known
historical figures
were
nonetheless

Words in Print

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
BEN HERNANDEZ
Dr. Denise Gos-
selin was the
night’s lecturer
at the presen-
tation entitled
“Revolution In
Their Words.”

poem written
to George
Washington
gained such
traction

important to the time.

Once such lesser known
noteworthy mention was
Phyllis Wheatley, a liter-
ate slave from West Africa
who bought her freedom in
1773. Wheatley produced
an extensive body of pro-re-
bellion poems, which put her
at risk of being arrested and
tried by British soldiers. A

within rev-
olutionary
circles Washington himself
wrote a thank you letter to
her, which was then published
in newspapers for all to see.

“She is oftentimes referred
to as the poet laureate of
the American Revolution,”
Gosselin said.

Please see DAR, page 13
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Belchertown Community Energy
Choice Program passes two-year mark

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Community
Energy Choice program just
passed the two-year mark
since the program launched in
June 2024. With this town pro-
gram, residents and businesses
are allowed to band together
and buy their electricity in
bulk, offering lower supply
rates, more renewable energy
content and stable pricing.

Currently, there are 4,511
residential accounts enrolled
in the program. The majority
(88%) are on the Belchertown
Standard default option with
a supply rate of 13.37 cents /
kWhr and 10% more renew-
able energy content than the
State standard. This amounts
to a collective savings of
approximately $1,265,900
for town residents over the

last two years compared to
National Grid supply rates
over that period. More good
news is in the carbon dis-
placement savings. Associated
CO2 displacement savings
amounted to 4,200,000 Ibs
since program launch. This is
equivalent to greenhouse gas
emissions from 444 gasoline
powered passenger vehicles
driven for 1 year, or carbon
offset of 31,500 trees over a
year, or emissions from 256
homes’ energy use for one
year. Figures are approximate
and provided by Good Energy,
program consultant.

The savings will be even
more beginning in August as
the National Grid basic supply
rate will be going up to 17.185
cents per kWh beginning
Aug. 1 through Jan. 31, 2027.

The BCEC program rates are
locked in through the end of
2027.

Even more carbon offset
can be achieved by enroll-
ing in the Belchertown 100
option, which offers a 100%
renewable energy supply for
less than a penny more than
the Belchertown Standard
rate (14.31 cents / kWhr for
Belchertown 100) and still less
than the National Grid basic
supply rate, now at 17.185
cents / kWhr. For those that
have chosen to go 100%
renewable through a third-par-
ty electricity supply service,
the Belchertown 100 tends to
be the better value when com-
paring rates.

Three things you can do to
save money and help the envi-
ronment depending on your

situation:

* Check the second page of
your electric bill. If it does not
say Belchertown Community
Energy Choice under the
Supply Services section or
National Grid is still listed as
your supplier, consider enroll-
ing in the town program.

* To maximize environ-
mental benefit, consider opt-
ing up to the Belchertown
100 choice. It is an easy and
cost-effective action you can
take to help protect the envi-
ronment.

e If you are with a third-par-
ty supplier for your 100%
renewable source, check
when your contract renews
and make the switch to the
Belchertown 100 option.

Enroll and learn more at

Energy.Belchertown.org.

Fair committee
gives updates

BELCHERTOWN - It’s
less than 1 month to the
annual Belchertown Fair and
Parade, Sept. 25-27, 2026.
This year’s theme is “Stars,
Stripes, and Fair Nights.”

New this year is a Youth
Giant Pumpkin contest.
Show up at the Pulling Ring
on Friday evening at 5:30
p-m. for weighing.

The Exhibit Hall will be
hosting an “Apron Contest”
on Saturday, 9/26 at 3 p.m.

The categories and addi-
tional info can be found on
pages 21-22 of the Exhibit
Hall booklet.

Ask your Granny for
her most storied apron, or
if you’d like to create one
from scratch, solid white
ones will be available on a
first-come, first-served basis

during the Exhibit Hall drop
off periods.

The Fair Committee
would like to remind booth
vendors of the annual Gerry
Whitlock Awards for Best
Booth Theme Presentations.
Get creative and show off
your patriotism.

Belchertown Cultural Council
accepting grant applications

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Cultural Council
(BCC) is now accepting
applications for Fiscal Year
2027 grants supporting local
arts, humanities, and science
programming in town.

The BCC is part of the
Local Cultural Council
Program, the largest grass-
roots cultural funding network
in the country. Each year,
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council distributes state fund-
ing to 351 local and regional
councils, including the BCC,
who then regrant that money
to support cultural programs
and projects in their own
communities.

Individuals, groups, and
organizations are all eligible
to apply. Funding can sup-
port a wide range of activities,
including field trips, artist res-
idencies, community events,

public art, performances, and
other programs in the arts,
humanities, and sciences that
benefit Belchertown.

The Fiscal Year 2027 appli-
cation window opens Sept. 1,
2026 and closes Oct. 15, 2026
at 11:59 p.m.. Full eligibility
requirements and step-by-step
instructions are available on
the Local Cultural Council
application process page
at massculturalcouncil.org.
Applications must be submit-
ted through the Massachusetts
Cultural Council’s online
grants management system;
paper and mailed applications
cannot be accepted.

The Massachusetts Cultural
Council is also hosting a vir-
tual info session (webinar) on
the Local Cultural Council
application process on Sept.
10, 2026 at 6 p.m. No travel
is required, and the session

is open to anyone interested
in applying for the first time
or with questions about the
process.

“We’re excited to open
another grant cycle and sup-
port the artists and organiza-
tions that make Belchertown’s
cultural life so vibrant,”
said Mel Donovan, Chair
of the Belchertown Cultural
Council. “The info session is
a great way to get your ques-
tions answered before you
start your application, and
BCC members are always
happy to help too.”

Local BCC members are
also available to answer ques-
tions throughout the appli-
cation period. Residents can
visit the Belchertown Cultural
Council page at belcher-
town.org/bee to learn more,
find contact information, and
access the application.

The Town of Belchertown

HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS WASTE
GCOLLECTION DAY

Saturday,

September 12, 2026
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

LOCATION:
DPW, 290 Jackson St.
(Highway Garage Location)
TIME:

9 a.m. - 12 p.m. (noon)
Vehicles arriving after noon will not be acceptey

*PAYMENT IS DUE
AT TIME OF EVENT.*

CASH/CHECKS.

(Payable to Town of Belchertown)

For a registration form and a list of
DO/DON’T ITEMS VISIT:
https://www.belchertown.org/206/
Hazardous-Waste-Day-Information

SURROUNDING TOWNS
ARE INVITED TO TAKE PART

Clapp Library hosts author
talk with Linda Pentz Gunter

BELCHERTOWN - The
Clapp Library is holding
an author talk with Linda
Pentz Gunter moderated by
Sharon Tracy on Tuesday,
Sept. 8 from 7 to § p.m.

In her new book- NO TO
NUCLEAR: Why Nuclear
Power Destroys Lives,
Derails Climate Progress
And Provokes War - Linda
Pentz Gunter blasts away
the myths that nucle-
ar power has any benefit,
revealing its ugly reality
of greed, criminality, and a
callous disregard for human
life and welfare.

The well-researched and
clearly-written work follows
the path of ‘nuclear injus-
tice’ from dangerous urani-

um mining on Indigenous
lands at home and abroad,
to the long-active radio-
active waste produced by
nuclear reactors, and still
sitting at now decommis-
sioned plant sites.

The connections with
nuclear weapons are made
clear, including the real
reason for research in
fusion, which “has nothing
to do with electricity. It is
designed to allow the US to
maintain, test and upgrade
its nuclear weapons arsenal,
without detonating actual
nuclear bombs.”

In her talk. she will touch
on the 10 reasons to reject
nuclear power, and how

nuclear energy relates to
overall issues of democra-
¢y, anti-fascism, colonialism
and racism.

Linda Pentz Gunter is
founder and Executive
Director of the US-based
nonprofit Beyond
Nuclear and launched its
news platform, Beyond
Nuclear International. A for-
mer journalist with Reuters,
she currently writes for the
Morning Star (UK) and
Ralph Nader’s Capitol Hill
Citizen.

Event moderator Sharon
Tracy is a longtime energy
and anti-nuclear organizer,
recently retired as execu-
tive director of Quabbin
Mediation.

Free pet vaccine clinic to be held Sept. 19

BELCHERTOWN -
Second Chance Animal
Services will hold a Free Pet
Vaccine Clinic on Saturday,
Sept. 19 from 9 a.m. to 1
p-m. The clinic will be held
at 165 George Hannum
Street in Belchertown.

Free services that will be
available are rabies vaccine,
distemper/parvo combo vac-

cine and microchipping.

Pre-registration required
for the free clinic, scan the
QR code to pre-register.

Dogs must be on leash and
cats in carries for the safety
of all attending.

This event is made pos-
sible in part by Petco Love
and Belchertown Animal
Relief Committee (BARC).

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Our Own: Beans, Carrots, Corn, Radishes, Peaches,
Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Leaf Lettuce,
Pickles, Beets, Scallions, Cucumbers,

Honey Nut, Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash,
2 Gourds and Fall Decorations

. Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
~\l 413-467-3794 + www.dickinsonsfarm.com
§  Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm ¢ Sun. 8am-6pm

313

MUMS
ARE HERE! _

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned
& Operated

Are you or a loved
one struggling

with an addiction to

Opiates,
Fentanyl,

palnklllers"

or prescription

LY )

Everest is here and can help.

CGall 413-268-6525.

MASSHEALTH
ACCEPTED
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Lake Wallace Fall F

BELCHERTOWN -
Belchertown will host the
2026 Lake Wallace Fall
Fest on Saturday, Oct. 3,
2026, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Following the success of last
year’s inaugural event, the
Fall Fest returns with a full
day of inclusive recreation,
live music, local vendors,
community organizations,
and family-friendly activities.

The event will feature
three trail events designed
to welcome participants of
different ages and abilities: a
5K, 1K, and Roll & Stroll.

The 5K begins at 10 a.m.,
followed by the 1K at 11
a.m. and the Roll & Stroll
at 11:15 a.m. Beyond the
races, attendees can enjoy
live music, food vendors,
craft and retail vendors, com-
munity organizations, fami-
ly activities, and opportuni-
ties to explore the accessible
Lake Wallace trails.

Community announce-
ments and race awards will
take place at 12:30 p.m.

Accessibility at the

Heart of Lake Wallace

Accessibility is central to
the vision for Lake Wallace.
The Lake Wallace Sensory
Trail was created to provide
people of all ages and abilities
with the opportunity to expe-
rience nature, recreation, and
community in the same space.

The trail provides oppor-
tunities for people who walk,
use mobility devices, roll,
or simply want to enjoy the
outdoors at their own pace.
Features such as accessible
trail surfaces, tactile guide
cables, Braille signage, open
viewing platforms, and other
improvements help make
Lake Wallace a place where
more people can partici-
pate and enjoy the outdoors
together.

The Fall Fest celebrates
that vision by bringing the
community together on the
trails and creating opportu-
nities for everyone to par-
ticipate, not just as specta-
tors, but as runners, walkers,
rollers, families, volunteers,
vendors, and community
members.

Supporting
Lake Wallace

The Lake Wallace Fall Fest

is also an opportunity for the

community to directly sup-
port improvements at Lake
Wallace through the Lake
Wallace Gift Account.

Lake Wallace is a unique
community resource that has
been made possible through
a combination of grant fund-
ing, community support, and
the dedication of volunteers.
Much of the work that has
gone into developing and
improving the area has been
volunteer-driven, with grants
helping fund major improve-
ments and the community

est returns Oct. 3

T

helping support the ongoing
needs of the space.

Last year, the communi-
ty raised more than $6,500
through individual donations,
race registrations, sponsor-
ships, and day-of raffle tick-
et sales. Those funds helped
support:

* Replacement of gravel
in washed-out areas of the
accessible trail

* Installation of an informa-
tional kiosk at the trailhead

e Branded wayfinding sig-
nage

* Additional guiderails and
posts along a section of the
new accessible trails near
Foley Field

These may seem like small
improvements, but they make
a meaningful difference in
how people experience and
navigate Lake Wallace.

This year, organizers have
set a goal of $10,000 to con-
tinue building on this prog-

ress and support additional
accessible trail improvements,
recreation amenities, sig-
nage, maintenance, and proj-
ects that make Lake Wallace
welcoming and enjoyable for
everyone. A huge thank you
to our key sponsor this year
the Amherst Area Chamber
of Commerce helping us get
closer to this goal with their
$1000 donation.

Direct donations can
be made online at www.
runreg.com/lwff or on the
Belchertown Recreation
Website, Cash or by check
provided day of the event
or dropped off/mailed to
the Belchertown Recreation
Department:

Town of Belchertown

Belchertown Recreation
Department

66 State Street, Building #1

Belchertown, MA 01007

Note: Lake Wallace Fall
Fest Donation

Sights from last years festival.

Every race registration
also includes a contribution
to the Lake Wallace Gift
Account. The 5K and 1K
each include a $15 donation,
while the $20 Roll & Stroll
registration is a direct dona-
tion to the Lake Wallace Gift
Account.

“Lake Wallace is a spe-
cial place in our communi-
ty, and the Fall Fest gives
us an opportunity to cele-
brate everything it offers,”
said event organizers. “The
accessibility of this space
is what makes it so mean-
ingful. We want people of
all ages and abilities to be
able to experience nature,
recreation, and communi-
ty together. The support we
saw last year directly trans-
lated into improvements at
the trail, and we’re excited to
see what we can accomplish
together with an even bigger
fundraising goal this year.”

Registration

Full 5K and 1K regis-
tration closes Sept. 17.
Registrations after Sept. 17
will be available as dona-
tion-only registrations and
will not include an event
T-shirt or raffle ticket.
The Roll & Stroll does not
require advance registra-
tion.

Sign up before Sept. 17,
2026, at: www.runreg.com/
Iwff

For Sponsorship inqui-
ries, Vendor Booth partic-
ipation, or general event
questions please reach out
to info@belchertownruns.
org.

Follow the Lake Wallace
Fall Fest Facebook page to
keep up to date on event
announcements, registra-
tion reminders, vendor and
performer spotlights, fund-
raising updates, and more
as we get closer to Oct. 3.

About the Lake Wallace
Sensory Trail

The Lake Wallace Sensory
Trail is a fully accessi-
ble, inclusive nature trail in
the heart of Belchertown,
designed to welcome vis-
itors of all ages and abili-
ties. Featuring tactile guide
cables, Braille signage, and
open viewing areas, it pro-
vides both passive and active
recreation opportunities
while connecting the com-
munity to the natural beauty
of Lake Wallace.

The continued develop-
ment of Lake Wallace is sup-
ported through grant fund-
ing, community donations,
and volunteer efforts, allow-
ing the Town and communi-
ty partners to make improve-
ments while continuing to
pursue new opportunities to
enhance accessibility, recre-
ation, education, and stew-
ardship.

Local business offers to match community donations for fireworks

BELCHERTOWN -
The Town of Belchertown
is preparing for the return
of community fireworks
on Sept. 24, the center-
piece of its America250
Semiquincentennial cele-
bration, held alongside the
Belchertown Fair. A new
matching-donation oppor-
tunity from a local business
is helping build momentum
toward the event.

Window World of Western
Mass. has offered to match
community donations to
the fireworks fund, dollar
for dollar, up to $12,000.

The matching opportunity
means that every gift made
between now and the event
will effectively double in
impact, helping the com-
munity reach its fundraising
goal.

“Belchertown has always
been more than the place
where we do business — it’s
home. My family and I have
built our lives here, and
we’re grateful to be part of
a community that has sup-
ported us for so many years.
The Belchertown Fair has
long been a tradition that
brings families, friends,

and neighbors together, and
the fireworks have always
been one of the highlights.
That’s why my family and
I are proud to match dona-
tions to help bring the fire-
works back this September.
We hope our commitment
encourages others to join us
so this cherished tradition
can continue creating mem-
ories for families through-
out our community,” said
Tim Drost, Owner, Window
World of Western Mass.
Several communi-
ty sponsors have already
stepped forward to help

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

fund the display, includ-
ing Hulmes Transportation,
Easthampton Savings Bank,
and Country Bank, along
with other generous local
donors.

“Community sponsors
like these are what make
an event like this possi-
ble,” said Kyle Thibeault,
Recreation Director. “This
night is about so much more
than fireworks — it’s tied
to the Belchertown Fair and
to our town’s celebration of
America’s 250th anniversa-
ry. Having local businesses
and residents invest in that

VOTE
INDEPENDENT

means the whole community
gets to be part of something
memorable together.”
Businesses interested in
becoming a fireworks spon-
sor, across three sponsor-
ship levels, are encouraged
to contact Kyle Thibeault,
Recreation Director, at
KThibeault@belchertown.
org or 413-323-0419.
Residents interest-
ed in making a dona-
tion can do so through the
Recreation Department’s
fireworks donation page:
www.belchertown.org/
FireworksDonation

NADIA MILLERON

FOR CONGRESS

NadiaforCongress.com

PAID FOR BY NADIA FOR CONGRESS
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I SCHOOLS

BHS band camp

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
BHS Marching Orioles
worked all week at band
camp with their band
director, Cassi Stewart,
drum majors, section
leaders, and leadership
team to prepare for the
upcoming marching
season. They taught new
players the marching
drills, reviewed with the
band, began the half time
show, and showed their
spirit.

Belchertown High School volunteers sparkle at Camp Sunshine

By Lori Vaz and
Ava Swiatlowski

BELCHERTOWN-
During the week of August
17th - 21st, BHS Juniors Ava
Swiatlowski, Grace Perron,
Aubrey Klingensmith, and
Sam Letzeisen traveled to
Casco, Maine in order to
volunteer at the Nephrology/
Solid Organ Transplant Week
at Camp Sunshine. They
spent their time there help-
ing and interacting with chil-
dren battling various kidney
and liver diseases, making
sure that the kids had a spe-
cial week free from worrying
about their given conditions.

Unlike a typical summer
camp, Camp Sunshine is a
camp meant to allow children
battling life threatening dis-
eases and their families the
chance to enjoy a week of
relaxation and family-fun.
Year round, Camp Sunshine
hosts families and volunteers
from around the country for
one week at a time, both
staying on campus in provid-
ed housing. The camp covers
all costs for family housing,
dining, and travel, allowing
them to come totally for free.
Throughout the week, chil-
dren’s time is split, half the
day being spent with their
families, while the other half
is spent with volunteers and
the other children in their age
group. Both children affect-
ed by the disease and their
siblings are allowed to par-
ticipate in camp activities,

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH

COUNTRY STYLE

PORK RIBS oo P27

SUBMITTED PHOTO

BHS Juniors: Ava Swiatlowski, Grace Perron, Aubrey Klingensmith, Sam Letzeisen.

children’s ages ranging from
birth to 17. When parents
are not with their children,
they too are put into groups
and are allowed to participate
in the various activities the
camp offers.

Volunteers are assigned
a variety of different roles,
some acting as counsel-
ors, while others work
in the kitchen or at the
on-property waterfront.
BHS students have volun-
teered at Camp Sunshine
before, several volunteer-
ing on their own as well as
many that went to volun-
teer as a school trip when it
used to be offered. During
their time at the camp;
Swiatlowski, Klingensmith,
and Letzeisen all served as
counselors. Swiatlowski and
Klingensmith were coun-
selors to the 6-8 age group,
while Letzeisen was a coun-

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ST, LOUIS PORK RIBS........ >2 57

\ocouT
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS.

GREAT ON THE GRILL

ITALIAN SAUSAGE...........

32%9

5272

SMOKED POLSKA

USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

KIELBASA 13 0z r 14 02 > B 72

CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS

CHICKEN THIGHS ...

33?09

NATURAL CASING

ALSO A COMPLETE
LINE OF GOURMET
CAKES & DESSERTS

USDA INSP. KAYEM OLD TYME

HOT DOGS 2+ 18 80X wususene $99

o

SALE DATES: 9/3/26-9/9/26 * CLOSED: 9/7/26

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
37%9

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

TOP SIRLOIN BEEF
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

1079

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE
or T-BONE STEAKS

51079

USDA INSP.
STORE MADE FROZEN

80% LEAN

20 CT BOX
0z 402

selor to the 9-12 age group.
They participated in a num-
ber of activities; including
accompanying children on 1
on 1 fishing trips with pro-
fessional fishermen, helping
them perform in the camp’s
talent show, and aiding
them in various other activ-
ities, such as rock climbing,
navigating ropes courses,
archery, and boating. Perron
served as a volunteer life-
guard, working both at the
Camp’s indoor pool and their
waterfront on Sebago Lake.
Perron’s mother, Elizabeth
Perron, also attended the
camp as a volunteer along-
side the girls, working as
a kitchen volunteer to help
prepare and serve meals
three times a day to all camp
attendees.

Camp Sunshine is a very
special place, as it allows
children and their families

4\

== > |

USDA INSP. FRESH

PRICES IN R
ARE AT OR BEL
§=TLAST YEAR’S PRICE

CHICKEN WINGS 1o 5. 4G we

a unique opportunity. By
hosting weeks for specific
diseases, it creates a com-
munity among the families
who attend. While children
spend time with each other,
it gives them the chance to

bond and befriend other chil-
dren that have faced the same
challenges that they have.
Children are able to talk and
empathize with each other
over shared struggles, allow-
ing them to realize that they
are not alone. The experi-
ence of the parents is sim-
ilar, discussion groups and
parent hangouts allowing
them to discuss their hard-
ships with other people who
can understand what they’ve
been through. One parent
told Swiatlowski in a con-
versation at dinner, “There
really is no other place like
this camp. It’s amazing for
the kids because it allows our
children to meet other kids
who have the same scars that
they have, scars that none of
their friends back at home
have. It’s also amazing for
the parents. I’ve been coming

for 8 years, and every year
when we talk about what
we’ve been through, I always
cry. We all do. But it feels so
good, because everyone else
in the room has been through
the same thing. They under-
stand what my mom and
friends back at home don’t
understand, and the feel-
ing of letting all my pent up
emotions go makes it hard to
leave camp and have to bottle
them all back up again.” The
experience is also one that
is very special for the vol-
unteers. All five volunteers
that attended this week from
Belchertown felt that their
experience at the camp was
very fulfilling and meaning-
ful. They enjoyed how volun-
teering gave them the chance
to make the children happy,
and all hope to return to vol-
unteer again next summer.

<
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USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS $1 88
Ib

CHICKEN BREAST 105 846 suersee

USDA INSP. FROZEN HEAT & EAT

LATTIGE TOP APPLE PIE 5

562

USDA INSP. FROZEN

RAW BREAKFAST
VL R ——

$1 %9

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SALMON FILLETS
PORTION 2.5 516 v 1 239

Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 1QF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 COUNT 1 L5 BAGuusssssssseen

**i;‘: *

:_/%W/\_/
LABOR DAY

£ 90 Meat Outlet@
HOURS: ,mon. : Wed. 8-4

BUY DIRECT FOR == SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

34992

20 SR
“**.t 5 >+

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Welcome
fO a new
school
year

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Belchertown High School
Principal, Christine
Vigneux and Orioles in
classes of 2026-2028
welcome in new BHS
Orioles and the Class of
2030 at the annual
new student orientation.

I COLLEGE NEWS |

Arabik of Granby
graduates from the URI

KINGSTON, R.I. -
The University of Rhode
Island celebrated more than
4,000 of its newest alum-
ni during the University’s
2026 Commencement.
Approximately 3,800
undergraduate degrees
and 900 graduate degrees

were conveyed to stu-
dents during the ceremo-
nies which took place May
15-17, 2026.

Gabriel Arabik of Granby
was among the gradu-
ates, receiving a Bachelor
of Science in Computer
Engineering.
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Belchertown Select Board announces vacancies

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Select Board
is looking for citizens inter-
ested in sharing their exper-
tise by serving on a Town
Board/Committee. If you
have time and are interested
in getting involved in your
Town’s activities, please sub-
mit a letter of interest to: The
Office of the Select Board
and Town Manager, The
Finnerty House, One South
Main Street, P.O. Box 670,
Belchertown, MA 01007 or
by email to selectboard@
belchertown.org (unless oth-
erwise indicated below). You
may also submit a volunteer
form on our website: https://
www.belchertown.org/374/
Volunteer

All vacancies are posted
until filled.

The Town wishes to fill the
following vacancies:

Agricultural
Commission: The Town
wishes to fill one (1) asso-
ciate member seat on the
Agricultural Commission.
This commission promotes
agricultural-based econom-
ic opportunities; preserves,
revitalizes and sustains the
Belchertown agricultural
industries, and encourages
the pursuit of agriculture as
a career opportunity and life-
style.

Capital Improvement
Planning Committee:
The Town wishes to fill
one (1) seat on the Capital
Improvement Planning
Committee. Those inter-
ested must be Belchertown
residents with demonstrated
knowledge of construction,
facility maintenance, fleet
management, architecture,
engineering, or a related field.

Conservation
Commission: The Town
of Belchertown is current-
ly seeking to fill a vacan-
cy on the Conservation

I GRANBY

Commission. The
Commission is a volunteer
board that reviews projects
that fall under jurisdiction of
the Wetlands Protection Act
and local Bylaw. The posi-
tion requires attending meet-
ings every second and fourth
Monday of the month, a basic
comprehension of the local,
state, and federal wetlands
regulations, and occasional
site visits. Qualified candi-
dates have also demonstrat-
ed an interest, expertise, or
experience in environmental
protection. Commissioners
must also have a willingness
to attend training sessions,
gain the relevant knowledge
in a timely fashion, remain
current, and generally make
the necessary time commit-
ment. If interested, please
send a letter of interest to the
Conservation Department at
conservation @belchertown.
org. Any questions call the
office at 413-323-0405.

There are also two vacan-
cies for associate members,
who although are not vot-
ing members, they can gain
knowledge and experience
and could be elevated to a
voting member in the future

Energy and Sustainability
Committee: The Town wish-
es to fill one (1) full member
vacancy on the Energy and
Sustainability Committee. Its
purpose is to develop and rec-
ommend sound energy and
sustainability programs and
policies for the Town. Energy
relates to the fuel choices we
make for buildings, vehicles,
and industry. Sustainability
means meeting our own
needs without compromising
the ability of future genera-
tions to meet their own needs.
Visit their webpage at www.
belchertown.org.

Family Center
Committee: The
Belchertown Family Center

Committee is seeking pas-
sionate, service-minded
individuals to fill two (2)
active voting member posi-
tions. This committee is
charged with oversight of the
Belchertown Family Center
and its support programming
for families, and is actively
working to create a breadth of
resources for our community.

Memorial Committee:
The Town wishes to fill a
vacancy on the Memorial
Committee. This com-
mittee ensures placement,
care and maintenance to all
town memorials and monu-
ments on property owned or
maintained by the Town of
Belchertown.

MVP Housing Trust:
The Town of Belchertown is
seeking three (3) residents
to serve as Trustees on the
Belchertown Affordable and
Resilient Housing Trust Fund
Board of Trustees, along-
side one (1) member of the
Belchertown Selectboard
and one (1) member of the
Belchertown Planning Board.

This is a public charita-
ble trust for the purpose of
creating, preserving, rehabil-
itating and supporting com-
munity housing as defined in
Massachusetts General Laws
Chapter 44B, for the benefit
of low- and moderate-income
households in the Town of
Belchertown.

As a Trustee, you’ll have
the opportunity to make a
lasting impact on the com-
munity by helping preserve
safe, stable housing for
Belchertown homeowners.
Trustees work together to
establish policies, evaluate
funding opportunities, build
community partnerships, and
guide the Trust’s efforts to
help homeowners maintain
and improve their existing
homes.

Once the board has been

appointed, the frequency,
dates, and times of meetings
will be determined by the
Board of Trustees.

Applicants are required to
be residents of Belchertown,
and those who possess pro-
fessional or personal experi-
ence in affordable housing,
real estate, banking, finance,
architecture, climate resil-
ience or social services are
desirable.

For more information on
the Belchertown Affordable
and Resilient Housing
Trust, please visit https://
www.belchertown.org/786/
Affordable-and-Resilient-
Housing-Trust

Scholarship Committee:
The Town wishes to fill
the Home Schooling
Representative seat on the
Scholarship Committee. If
you are interested in serving
in this capacity, please submit
a letter of interest.

Taxation Aid Committee:
The Town is looking to fill
one (1) vacancies on the
Taxation Aid Committee.
This is a one-year appoint-
ed volunteer position which
will consist of the Chair of
the Board of Assessors, the
Treasurer/Collector, and three
residents from Town with the
purpose of defraying the real
estate taxes of elderly and dis-
abled persons of low income
and which shall be funded by
voluntary donations made by
taxpayers through an earmark
on their real estate and motor
vehicle excise tax bills.

Zoning Board of Appeals:
The Town wishes to fill two
(2) openings for associate
member seats on the Zoning
Board of Appeals. The ZBA
is responsible for hearing and
deciding on applications for
Special Permits, Variances
and Appeals from decisions
of the Zoning Enforcement
Officer/Building Inspector.

Granby Free Public Library lists upcoming events

Book Sale
September 1 — 30
Stop into the Library during
regular open hours to browse
our expansive book sale all
month long.
Foraging Walk
Saturday, Sept. 12 at 11 a.m.
Gain greater food securi-
ty by learning wild and feral
edible and medicinal plants
and fungi. Using the Library’s
grounds learn how to iden-
tify and prepare fall foods
using common wild edibles
that you can find near where
you live. Join naturalist

i BUSINESS

and wild edibles enthusiast
Arianna Alexsandra Collins
of Offerings for Community
Building on our foraging
walk. Pre-register.

Sci-Fi and Fantasy
Book Club
Thursday, Sept. 3 at 5 p.m.

Join our discussions on
the first Thursday of every
month! Project Hail Mary by
Andy Weir for September.
Copies are available now.

Adult Book Group
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 6 p.m.

The book group will be dis-

cussing The Correspondent

by Virginia Evans. Grab a
copy and join us.

Tabletop Games Club
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 5 p.m.
and Saturday, Sept. 19 at
10:30 a.m.

The Granby Library
Tabletop Games Club invites
players of all ages 8 and up
to gather and enjoy a vari-
ety of board, card, dice, tile,
and other in-person tabletop
games in a welcoming, social
environment.

Knitting Group
Every Wednesday at 2 p.m.
Bring your latest project

and join us for conversation,
tips and tricks.

Friends of the
Granby Library
Meeting
Thursday, Sept. 17
at 4:30 p.m.

Did you know that the
Friends sponsor our events?
Join us for a meeting and see
what’s new.

Celebrate
Constitution Week
Sept. 15 to 19

Stop in to browse our
Constitution Week displays
for adults and kids.

The Kitchen & Bath Co. achieves NARI certification

BELCHERTOWN - The
Kitchen & Bath Co. is proud
to announce that members
of its team have earned the
Certified Kitchen and Bath
Remodeler (CKBR) designa-
tion along with the Certified
Remodeling Designer (CRD)
designation, and the Certified
Remodeling Project Manager
(CRPM) designation awarded
by the National Association
of the Remodeling Industry
(NARD).

“These certifications rep-
resent a meaningful milestone
for our team and reinforce the
level of expertise we bring

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-

ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

to every project,” said Anna
Drost, Founder and Creative
Director of The Kitchen &
Bath Co. “We are committed
to continued education and
professional growth so we
can deliver thoughtful design,
skilled craftsmanship, and a
remodeling experience our
clients can trust. I'm espe-
cially proud of our team for
achieving these designations,
which reflect the standards we
hold ourselves to every day.”
This recognition under-
scores The Kitchen & Bath
Co.’s continued investment
in professional development

and its commitment to deliv-
ering high-quality remodel-
ing services for homeowners
throughout the region. As a
family-owned company spe-
cializing in kitchens, bath-
rooms, and whole-home liv-
ing spaces, the firm blends
intentional design with quality
materials and skilled crafts-
manship to create spaces that
are both functional and beau-
tifully tailored.

The CKBR, CRD, and
CRPM designations from
NARI recognize remodeling
professionals who demon-
strate advanced industry

Our regular farmers cannot get to the f|elds
Cut and bale them as soon as possible -
and keep the hay!

YOU DO THE WORK, YOU KEEP THE HAY.
CALL NESFI: 413-323-4531

info@smallfarm.org ¢ smallfarm.org

knowledge, hands-on expe-
rience, and a strong com-
mitment to ethical practices
and continuing education.
CKBR-certified professionals
specialize in kitchen and bath
remodeling, CRD-certified
designers are recognized for
their expertise in functional
space planning and full-scope
design development, and
CRPM-certified profession-
als focus on project manage-
ment, overseeing planning,
coordination, and execution
to ensure successful project
delivery from start to finish.

THE BEST FRESH FOR

LABOR DAY WEEKEND'

Celebrate

Festa 2026
SEPTEMBER 3RD — 7TH

Local Field Grown S8

TOMATOE S

Red, Ripe & Delicious
Cherry, Grape & Plum Tomatoes Too!

Loecally Grown

‘BUTTER & SUGAR
SWEET CORN!

LOCAL SWEET CIDER,
Locally Grown Blueberries,
Green Peppers, Eggplant,
Yellow & Green Squash
Hydroponic Lettuce & MORE

© © 0 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000 o

LABOR DAY
PICNIC FAVORITES

Hadall ’s Summer Salads,

Baked Beans,
GOURMET

SANDWICHES
Ground Beef
Sliders & Patties
USDA 90% Lean

© 0060000000000 000000000000000000000

APPLE CIDER DONUTS!
Fresh Baked Cookies,
Muffins & Pies

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice Cream
Winner o}, Reader Raves 2027!

NEW HOURS
Starting September 8th
Closed Monday & Tuesday

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM

Find us on and You ([T

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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i OPINION
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Everyone who didn’t get
raffle tickets in our mailing

To the editor

Last week we mailed our
BFFA donation letter with
raffle tickets for our annual
Fair fund-raiser. We found
that, due to an equipment
failure at the processing
facility, not every letter had
raffle tickets included. We
apologize.

Extra tickets are avail-
able in the lobby of the Fire
Department (10 N. Main

St.) from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday
without having to enter the
office area.

If you didn’t get tickets
(or even a letter) please
consider picking up a book-
let of ten tickets and mak-
ing a donation to support
us.

Thank you and stay safe.

Belchertown

Firefighters Association

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Will Social Security
run out of money soon?

Dear Rusty:

I'm concerned about
Social Security running out
of funding, since I rely on it
for my income and I'm at
an age where my having to
go back to work is not an
option I can consider.

The job market for peo-
ple my age is slim. I've
been reading reports and
it doesn’t sound reassuring.
Your thoughts?

Signed: Concerned Senior

Dear Concerned Senior:

Thanks for sharing your
concerns. This topic is a
fairly complicated one, but
I’ll do my best to explain it.

Social Security income
from payroll taxes, inter-
est on reserves, and income
tax on SS benefits has been
insufficient to pay 100% of
SS benefit obligations since
about 2020.

Since that time, SS has
been drawing money from
the Social Security Trust
Fund reserves to pay full
monthly benefits to every-
one.

In 2020, there was nearly
$3 trillion in SS reserves
held in the SS Trust Funds,
but as of the end of 2025,
those reserves have dwin-
dled to about $2.56 trillion
because they are being used
to pay full SS benefits to
all.

Without program reform,
the SS trust funds will be
fully depleted in 2032,
which would result in an
across-the-board cut of
about 22% to everyone’s
monthly SS payment. And
that would be devasting to
millions of Americans!

However, Congress is
acutely aware of this issue;
they have been for years
but have largely ignored
previous warnings. Now,
however, those predicted
benefit cuts are danger-
ously close to becoming a
reality.

As a result, we are begin-
ning to see serious, even
bipartisan, discussions in
Congress about reforming
Social Security to restore it

to solvency to avoid future
benefit cuts.

For our part, AMAC and
the AMAC Foundation
have been working on a
proposal to restore SS to
full solvency for gen-
erations and we have
offered our proposal to
various Congressional
Representatives and to the
SSA Commissioner and his
executive staff.

The proposal has been
well received, and we
are very optimistic that
Congress will finally take
real action to restore SS to
solvency to avoid any ben-
efit cuts. Frankly, doing
otherwise would amount to
political suicide!

AMAC is closely mon-
itoring this situation
and are very proactive in
Washington, D.C. to ensure
that benefits are not cut in
2032 and thye will contin-
ue their vigorous efforts
and their vigilance to avoid
Social Security insolvency.

They are confident that
Congress will act in time to
avoid any reduction in SS
benefits, and they can stay
informed of their efforts by
watching the AMAC Social
Security information web-
site at www.socialsecuri-
tyreport.org.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

(from all

Rooting cuttings is a great way to
overwinter your favorite plants

beauties are too

big to overwinter.
Likewise, these plants may
be growing in your yard and
maybe you are fearful of
trying to dig them up and
move them inside before
frost hits.

It’s also fun to root herb
plants like rosemary or mint,
so that you can enjoy them
as seasoning in your favor-
ite dishes over the winter
months.

Getting a piece of stem to
form roots is relatively easy.
Here are a few tips that will
guarantee your success.

First, make sure that the
plant you are taking the cut-
tings from, called the “stock
plant,” is insect and dis-
ease-free and well hydrat-
ed. Plan to take cuttings in
the morning before the heat
of the day has a chance to
cause any wilting.

A clean, sharp pair of
scissors or hand pruners
is the best tool for the job.
Cuttings can be taken at any
time during the growing sea-
son.

Spring is also a great time
to take cuttings of plants
that you’ve overwintered
provided they are growing
well.

Begin by examining your
stock plant. Those stems
with the closest placed
nodes are the best choice for
cutting material.

Nodes are the point on the
stem from which the leaves
grow. There is a strong
accumulation of hormones
is in this area; for that rea-
son stem cuttings are taken
just after a node.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his —F
__ or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown ==
- by email to jamie @turley.com or drop off a photo to

~_ Sentinel, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
- All photos will be returned. =

-
L e,

VETERANS

- Sentinel ~ November 5, 2026

Yene

ate summer is a
Lgreat time to

take cut-
tings of sum-
mer plants such
as geranium,
fuchsia, and
coleus.

Oftentimes

planters con-
taining these

Roberta McQuaio

Terminal cuttings, (those
from the growth tip) three-
four inches long are desir-
able. It is tempting to take
longer pieces, figuring that
the end result will be a larg-
er plant.

These are likely to wilt
before they root or take a
very long time to root
because the stems are wood-
ier the further down you go.

Play it safe with stout cut-
tings. There are all kinds of
potting mediums in which
to place the cutting while
it is grows roots. Ideally
it should be able to hold
enough moisture to keep the
cutting turgid yet not hold
so much that it rots the stem.

Sand, perlite, and soil-
less potting mixes have all
been used with success.
Water is not recommended
as “watery roots” will have a
harder time adapting to pot-
ting soil later on. I have had
good luck rooting cuttings
in peat-based potting mixes
that are formulated for seed
starting. Moisten the mate-
rial well and fill your clean
container of choice up to the
top and tamp it down.

Cut only a few cuttings
at a time so that wilting
doesn’t occur while you pre-
pare the stems for insertion
into the growing medium.
Strip off the bottom one-
third of leaves from the cut-
ting.

If you wish to shorten the
amount of time it takes for
rooting to occur a commer-
cial rooting hormone can be
used. These come in powder

o

~ Sentinel will be saluting our local veterans
wars and branches, including honoring deceased veterans),
reservists,active duty U.S. Military members. e s

more”
using these
products.

or liquid forms. Follow the
directions on the con-

tainer.
I have found
that “less is
when

When you are
ready to “stick”
the cutting make an
indentation into the
growing medium with

a pencil or dibble first- do
not push in with the stem!

After the cutting is insert-
ed firm around it well so
that it stays in place. Put the
container, cuttings and all in
a clear plastic bag and place
in a shady location.

The humidity within the
bag ought to prevent the
stems from wilting.

Water well, only about
once weekly. After a month
or so roots will begin to
form on the scented gerani-
ums; rosemary may take six
weeks or more.

Transplanting into indi-
vidual pots can be done
once the roots equal or sur-
pass the size of the cutting. |
like to start out with a small
pot and transplant up a size
or two at a time as the plant
Srows.

The Ware Grange will be
hosting workshop on this
timely topic on Friday, Sept.
11 at 7 p.m. at the hall on
Route 9 in Ware. Bring a
potted plant to share cutting
material or use a selection
of plants that I will bring to
try your luck at this skill.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 31 years she has held
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers.
Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @tur-
ley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject
line.

e

Please submit your photo no later than Monday, October 27, 2026. _

There is no cost to Submit a photo. e e
-~ = No photos will be accepted after deadline. '

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence
and home telephone
number. We must
authenticate authorship
prior to publication.
We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com.
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5
p.m.

Turley
Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information
about key endorsements or
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.

Belcherfown, Granby & Amherst

SENTINEL

We Want to
Hear From You

EDITOR
sentinel@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Paige Lawor
PLawor@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli
sports@turley.com

The Sentinel is published
every Thursday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413)289-1977.

@
@l

Turley®

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

WEB
sentinel.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 \Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069




THE SENTINEL - THURSDAY, September 3, 2026 PAGE 7

hl
.""' -

$

"
‘w "
LD
K . |
el . .
}
. 0 o M=
- L "
[ il
Ul 3
' il -
P
4 - v -
._'\
.
¥ .
¥ Tm
1 a
| .
i - - B -,
R S -
N T T .
J . "
W
7 e v
) ) ‘--: <
3 e - 1 N
vl [«
% J
: '
R e
. d g L L
“ 4 o
v!
v ¥ "
oy Wi
3 . i 3
Bt ks
¥ .' I .
I 2 e 1 A
R i
S " )
«-r

¥

= Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
» Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by

dlandgtree.com
INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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i PUBLIC SAFETY

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in
the Belchertown Police log
and arrests for the weeks of
Aug. 21, through Aug. 27.
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the
police department based on
the review of the detailed
log summary. This feature is
designed to provide context
and explanation to some of
the calls police respond to
every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Saturday, Aug. 22

9:383Z. p.m. - A
Belchertown resident was
arrested on charges of
assault and battery on a fam-
ily member.

11:12 p.m. — An officer
responded to a call reporting
a vehicle headed into town
from Granby was a rolling
domestic. The vehicle was
stopped and a person was
arrested on charges assault
and battery.

Monday, Aug. 24
4:36 p.m. — An officer
followed up on a past shop-
lifting incident. A summons
was issued for a 43-year-
old Belchertown woman for
shoplifting.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, Aug. 21

11:39 a.m. — Police and
Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics responded to a location
to assist with a juvenile hav-
ing a mental health crisis.

5:42 p.m. — An officer
spoke with a person about
a wellbeing check about
another person. They were
concerned for their mental
health.

Saturday, Aug. 22

10:52 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Park Street. A vehicle going
south on Park Street struck a
vehicle parked on the side of
the road. There was damage
to both vehicles. No injuries
were reported and no tows
were needed.

3:10 p.m. — An offi-
cer responded to a north
Washington Street residence
about a past break in to a
motor vehicle. Items were

missing. The officer spoke
with the neighbors who said
there was a vehicle leaving
an adjacent parking lot but
had no identifying features
to provide. There are no sus-
pects at this time.

Sunday, Aug. 22

7:18 p.m. — An officer
took a report of a larceny
of packages from a deliv-
ery. It was a past assault.
They were missing packag-
es and thought there was a
person who was responsible
living in the area. The per-
son allegedly was punched
by the suspect. The officer
spoke with the suspect who
denied it.

Monday, Aug. 24

5:01 p.m. — An officer
assisted a person with get-
ting their possessions.

6:19 p.m. — An officer
responded to Michael Sears
Road for a report of a person
bitten by a dog. Belchertown
Fire paramedics responded
to the scene. The bitten per-
son encountered a neighbor
that was also walking dog.
The person was bit on their
calf in the process. The were
transported from the scene.

Animal Control was noti-
fied.

7:53 p.m. — An officer and
Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics responded to a location
for a juvenile experiencing
distress.

Tuesday, Aug. 25

2:21 p.m. — An officer
conducting traffic enforce-
ment on Federal Street
around Allen Road noticed
a line of vehicles behind a
tractor trailer. A vehicle
stopped at Allen Road and
then at a dangerous close
time, turned left in front of
tractor trailer. The officer
pulled out the line of vehi-
cles, activated their lights
and siren to pull over the
vehicle in front. The vehi-
cle was going over speed
limit and pulled over but
did not stop. The vehicle
continued through inter-
section of George Hannum
without stopping. Then
the car stopped for a red
light. Then the light turned
green, and the vehicle
turned into a Daniel Shay’s
Highway business. The offi-
cer approached the vehicle
after it parked. The operator
was frustrated and based on

their responses, the officer
felt the person’s cognitive
ability to operate the vehicle
diminished. An immediate
threat was filed against their
license. The vehicle was
towed. They were evaluated
by Belchertown Fire para-
medics and eventually trans-
ported home.

5:05 p.m. — An officer
spoke with a resident about
an incident that occurred.

Wednesday, Aug. 26

10:58 a.m. — An offi-
cer saw a sharps container
with a small paper bag with
several prescription bottles
with pills inside. For pub-
lic safety. it was brought to
the station to be turned into
property.

11:23 a.m. — An officer
spoke with a person claim-
ing their identify was stolen.
A bank account was opened
in their name, and their
social security number was
taken. Someone else was
trying to transfer money out
of their account. They con-
tacted their bank and no loss
was reported.

4:21 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident
on Federal Street. A vehi-

cle was struck in the rear by
a second vehicle and then
a third vehicle struck the
second vehicle in the rear.
The third vehicle fled the
scene and was not located.
No injuries were reported.
No tows were needed. The
third vehicle as identified as
a grey sedan.

8:41 p.m. — An officer
took a report of an alleged

209A violation.
Thursday, Aug. 27
7:28 a.m. - A per-

son found a cell phone on
main street. The phone was
entered into property.

12:40 p.m. — An officer
conducted a follow up inves-
tigation about a past break-
ing and entering a vehicle.

12:40 p.m. — An officer
and Belchertown Fire para-
medics responded to a report
of a juvenile experiencing
distress. They were trans-
ported to the hospital.

3:43 p.m. — An officer
took a report of a threat.
A person said they had an
interaction with a neighbor
and the neighbor threatened
them.

4:58 p.m. — An officer
conducted a follow up.

Granby
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The
Granby Police Department
responded to 157 calls for
the week of Aug. 21, through
Aug. 27. Those arrested are
presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court
of law. The Granby Police
Department provides all
information.

Saturday, Aug. 22

7:32 p.m. — While on
patrol, an officer observed
a vehicle fail to stop for a
stop sign at the intersection
of Taylor and Carver Streets.
The vehicle was stopped and
the operator was issued a
civil citation.

9:50 p.m. — An off-du-
ty Northampton officer
reported an erratic operator
on traveling on East State
Street. The vehicle was
located and later stopped by
a Granby officer.

9:51 p.m. — The vehicle
from the previous call was
located and later stopped
by a Granby officer after
observing further erratic
operation.

10:09 p.m. — The operator
from the previous stop was
placed under arrest. Jeremy
Stokes, 36, of Belchertown
was placed under arrest and
charged with a marked lanes
violation, a second offense
of operating under the influ-
ence of alcohol, operating
under the influence/child

endangerment and negligent
operation of a motor vehicle.

Sunday, Aug. 23

4:05 a.m. — A resident
called to report a single
vehicle accident, possible
rollover. Granby Police and
Fire responded and deter-
mined that the vehicle had
not rolled over. The operator
was transported to the hospi-
tal with non-life-threatening
injuries.

1:49 p.m. — A motorist
reported a two-car accident.

Granby Police and Fire
responded. There were no
injuries.

Monday, Aug. 24
3:23 a.m. — A caller
reported that their son struck
a guardrail on Aldrich St.

There were no injuries.

Wednesday, Aug. 26
3:24 a.m. — The clerk at
Cumberland Farms called
to report a male and female
party possibly having an
argument in the parking

lot. Officers responded and
found that the male party
left prior to their arrival. The
female party was asked to
leave per the clerk’s request.

Thursday, Aug. 27

8:32 a.m. — A motorist
reported striking a bear and
afterwards it ran into the
woods.

2:14 p.m. — A motor-
ist reported a minor two-
car accident in the Dunkin
Donuts parking lot. There
were no injuries.

I AMHERST

Ambherst Arts Night
Plus returns Nov. 5

AMHERST - Following
the success of this spring’s
return event, the Ambherst
Business Improvement
District and Ambherst Center
Cultural District are excited
to announce that Amherst
Arts Night Plus will return on
Thursday, Nov. 5, from 5 to
8 p.m., bringing another eve-
ning of art, music, creativity,
and community to Downtown
Amberst.

After making its
long-awaited comeback this
past April, Arts Night Plus
once again invites residents,
students, and visitors to
explore downtown businesses
while discovering local art-
ists, performers, and cultural
organizations. The November
event will continue to cele-
brate the vibrant creative com-
munity that makes Ambherst
a destination for arts and cul-
ture.

Call for Artists

Participating artists will
have the opportunity to dis-
play artwork or perform in
downtown businesses and
cultural institutions for the
evening. All artists in the
Ambherst region are eligible to
submit work, and there is no
fee to apply.

Interested artists are invited
to submit their work for dis-
play by completing the sub-
mission form by Oct.1.

Submit artwork for Amherst
Arts Night Plus: https://forms.
gle/EtUULiNgxuhzktpu5

Musicians and other per-
formers are also encouraged

to reach out about opportuni-
ties for pop-up performances
during Arts Night.

Call for Volunteers

The organizers are also
seeking volunteers to help
make the evening a suc-
cess. “It takes a village for
Ambherst Arts Night to reach
its full potential,” shared
Ben Coakley, Arts & Culture
Coordinator for the Amherst
BID. “We are seeking cre-
atives, art enthusiasts, and
folks who enjoy planning
community events, public
relations, and marketing to
join us in this work. There are
lots of ways to get involved,
from helping curate and pro-
mote the event to connecting
with artists, businesses, and
arts organizations. We want
this to be a fun and collab-
orative community effort!”
Email Ben at culture@
amherstdowntown.com to get
involved.

Opportunities for busi-
nesses and community orga-
nizations to participate will
be announced in the coming
weeks.

Mark your calendars and
stay tuned for additional
details, including participat-
ing artists, performances, and
event locations.

For more information, fol-
low @amherstdowntown on
Instagram. For questions or
to learn more about getting
involved in arts and culture
initiatives, please contact:

Ben Coakley at email: cul-
ture @ambherstdowntown.com

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

AMHERST - The Fine
Arts Center’s visual arts
program will present a
diverse slate of exhibitions
this fall, bringing together
internationally recognized
artists, emerging and mid-
career talents, and student
voices across three campus
galleries.

The 2026-2027 visu-
al arts season will fea-
ture 15 exhibitions at
the University Museum
of Contemporary Art,
Augusta Savage Gallery
and Hampden Gallery, with
work spanning painting,
sculpture, photography,
fiber arts, sound installa-
tion and interdisciplinary
practice. Receptions, artist
talks, workshops and other
public programs will offer
audiences opportunities to
engage directly with artists
and their work.

Augusta Savage Gallery

Augusta Savage
Gallery opens the semes-
ter with a three-week run
of “Surveying Gravity:
A Mirror for Growing
Contradictions” by Justin
Randolph Thompson,
on view Sept. 4 through
Sept. 25, with a reception
on Sept. 10. The show is
an exploration of lega-
cy and remembering, told
through Thompson’s rela-
tionship with his grandfa-
ther Randolph W. Bromery,
the former UMass chancel-
lor for whom the Fine Arts
Center’s main building is
named.

Oct. 2 through Nov. 13,
the gallery will showcase

quilted portraits and other
artworks by Desmond
Beach in “The Souls of
Black Folk.” The exhibi-
tion explores what it means
to protect and honor Black
bodies who are subject to
systemic injustice in the
United States.

Later in the semester,
from Nov. 20 through Dec.
9, UMass graduate stu-
dent Farihah Aliyah Shah
embarks on an exploration
of cultural, land and per-
sonal memory through pho-
tography, video and sound.
The multimedia project
traces Shah’s connections
to Canada and Guyana.

Hampden Gallery

On view Sept. 8 through
Dec. 15 at Hampden
Gallery, “Ghosts, Echoes,
and Other Wonders” show-
cases the work of local
printmaker Anita S. Hunt.
Bringing together old and
new prints, drawings, col-
lages and paper sculptures,
the exhibition explores
Hunt’s relationship with
rural New England.

Meanwhile, in the gal-
lery’s intimate Incubator
Project Space, digital
photographs by Mexico
City-based artist Alvaro
Alejandro Loépez invite
viewers to encounter
the book as both a mate-
rial object and a living
score that each reader
brings to life. A reception
for Lépez’s “De Natural
Libris” and Hunt’s exhibi-
tion will be held Sept. 17.

This semester, Hampden
Gallery continues its

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413)

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

636-2929

emphasis on advancing
the careers of artists at all
levels through a series of
hands-on workshops led
by local artists, and its
craft studio that is open to
all students and the pub-
lic during regular gallery
hours.

University Museum of
Contemporary Art

The University Museum
of Contemporary Art opens
Sept. 15 with two single
artist exhibitions and one
group exhibition, all run-
ning through Dec. 13.

“Athena LaTocha: Buried
Heat” features a series of
ten sand-cast iron sculp-
tures. Known for her large
scale drawings — described
by the New York Times
as art that “reads the land
in deep time” — LaTocha
places a renewed empha-
sis on her sculptural works,
which she developed
through vigorous research
into the geography, history
and cultures of the Mesabi
iron range for which they
are named. The sculptures
will be shown alongside
two monumental works on
paper that convey the art-
ist’s emotional and intellec-
tual response to the land.

In the West Gallery, the
museum will display cos-
tumes and works of art
by multidisciplinary artist
Dianne Smith in a show
that draws on Smith’s
Belizean heritage, “Sonic
Futures, Radiant Bodies”
envisioning Black futu-
rity through photography,
sound, performance, sculp-

Fine Arts Center announces visual arts exhibitions

ture and ritual. And in the
East Gallery, a selection
from the museum’s per-
manent collection of con-
temporary works on paper,
“Between Earth and Sky:
Artists in Dialogue with the
Land” presents the work
of artists engaged with the
American landscape from
the 1960s through the pres-
ent day.

Another feature of the
museum’s season, its In
Sight series, will spotlight
one work of art from the
permanent collection each
month in recognition of
national cultural heritage
and awareness months.
The series will feature the
work of Papo Colo for
Hispanic/Latinx Heritage
Month in September,
Daisy Patton for National
Disability Awareness
Month in October, and
George Morrison for Native
American Heritage Month
in November.

The museum will host
an opening reception for
its fall exhibitions on
September 24. Later, it will
once again host its popu-
lar interactive Vote for Art
event, through which it
invites the public to partici-
pate in selecting new acqui-
sitions from a group of
pieces identified by under-
graduate students enrolled
in the museum’s introduc-
tion to art curation class,
Collecting 101. New pro-
gramming includes a book
club partnership with the
Jones Library.

Full exhibition and recep-
tion schedules follow.

e
Find(it)in the

24 Water St., Palmer

<

413.283.8393 ¢ classifieds@turley.com

e www.turley.com
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The punter
receives a high
snap.

sports@turley com .4 @turleysports

. & 4 acebook.com/turleysports
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' Belchertown
preparing
for season

BELCHERTOWN - Last week, the
Belchertown High School football
team was outside hard at work during

preseason practices. The Orioles have
a busy schedule this week, with scrim-
mages scheduled against Easthampton
and on Saturday at Amherst. The Orioles
open up the regular season hosting Quaboag
Regional on Friday, Sept. 11 at 6:30 p.m.

4

The Belchertown line works on a drill.

o e T SR e e i

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Players are in upper pads as they run drills last week. A running back takes his handoff.

Granby girls volleyball opens
the season on Sept. 9.

Girls ‘'set up
to compete

GRANBY - Last week,
Granby High School girls
volleyball got their presea-
son underway with tryouts
followed by intense practices
getting ready to open the reg-
ular season.

wThe Rams did have
a scrimmage with neigh-
bor Belchertown, and have
a while before they open up
the regular season. Granby’s
opener is on the road and
will be a lengthy trip as they
head to Monument Mountain
of Great Barrington on
Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 5:30
e . p.m. Their home opener is

The Rams work on their sets ~ on Friday, Sept. 11 against
near the net. Duggan at 5:15 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

} One varsity hopeful gets low for a hit.

The Rams work on their bumps.

A Belchertown
quarterback
attempts a pass.

R R TN |
et 030 y SN

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Western Massachusetts Baseball Umpires Association
Board Member Chris Anderson awards a $500 scholarship
earlier this summer Sean Krol. The umpires’ association
funds the scholarship through dues paid by its members.
Anderson hopes in the future to fund more scholarships
either through fundraising or donations, saying its im-
portant to give back to the sport they love, and promote
education for high school seniors who play. Applications
for next year’s scholarship will open up early in 2027.
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The Belchertown

' K-9 Police Unit.

RACE from page 1

ing her son. Inspired by
Honest Beginning’s
example, SOAAR set
out to create their
sober housing with-
in Belchertown.
“We wound up
joining forces, so
to speak,” Rossi
said. “Naturally,
with what they
were doing, they
already had sober
houses running.”
The first
Recovery Rally
took place in
2016 and was

a fundraiser
designed to secure
property within
Belchertown for a
“stable indepen-

dent sober-living
resource” within

CLUES ACROSS
1. Manila hemp plant
6. Turkish river
10. Something to read
14. In a way, initiated

39. River in South Africa
40. Kimono sashes

41. Rooting somewhere
43. American spy Aldrich
45. A way to call for

33. Former CIA

35. Most lemony

36. Engage in

37. Mass of fish eggs
39. Food supplies

4, Feline

5. Folk singer DiFranco

6. Ghastly pale from distress
7. Rapid eye movements

8. Monetary unit of Macao

15. Popular Apple TV series  46. Taxi 9. Lawmakers 42. Backbones

17.King Charles is part of it~ 47. Pancakes made of 10. Colorless mineral 43. American real estate
19. Earlier buckwheat flour 11. At some prior time investment firm

20. Foot (Latin) 49. Swiss river 12. American protest singer ~ 44. Megabyte

46. “Three Coins in the
Fountain” songwriter
47. Dutch colonist

21. Zodiac sign
22. A browning of the skin
23. Remain as is

50. Popular type of video
game (abbr.)
53. Have surgery

13. Opener
16. Seldom
18. Relaxing places

24. Turfs 57. Formal withdrawal from ~ 22. Touchdown 48. Full-grown pike fish

26. It's used to slaughter aunion 23. From end to end 49, Emergency prep expert
animals 58. Performs spoken improv 24 Kids love him Edwards

29. Volcanic crater 59. Greek war god 25. Metal-bearing solid 50. Flute

31. The mother of Jesus 60. 2,000 Ibs. 27. Skin care product 51. Dismissive sound

32. One’s life story 61. Helps to evade capture manufacturer 52. Slang term for marijuana
34. One-time Liverpool 28. Thirteen 53. Young women'’s
coach Slot CLUES DOWN 29. Angry association
35. Counterparts 1. Swedish rock group 30. Member of a Semitic 54. Cosmopolitan city
37. Jacob __, American 2. “Friday Night Lights” people 55. Narrow isthmus in
journalist director Peter 31. One-thousandth of an Thailand
38. Digital audiotape 3. Currency exchange fee inch 56. Pointed end of a pen

‘ / The Dancing Witches perform.

town limits. Now, with the
property secured from pre-
vious years, SOAAR’s event
aims to fund the required
equipment and property
needed to support the sober
house within town limits.

The event offered a
number of different fami-
ly-friendly activities, which
included lawn games, local
entrepreneurs selling their
wares, a meet and greet with
Marshall from Paw Patrol,
raffles, face painting and a
K-9 demo orchestrated by
Belchertown Police.

Additional draws includ-
ed a cornhole tournament
at 12:30 and festive per-
formances by The Dancing
Witches. Wandering Waffles
provided a food truck to feed
the hungry crowd, along with
free hot dogs and hamburgers
supplied by the Belchertown
Police Association.

The well-attended 5K race
began with a one-mile family
fun walk to complement the
competition. Max Schindel
from New York came in first

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

for the men, with a time of
18 minutes and 38 seconds.
Second was John Schindel
with a run time of 19 min-
utes 19 seconds, followed by
Ware’s Michael Siok at 19
minutes and 31 seconds.

Belchertown’s own Emily
Baecher came in first for the
women at 20 minutes 56 sec-
onds, followed by Jennifer
Donovon from Ludlow at
21 minutes and 51 sec-
onds. Belchertown’s Julie
Jablonski took third for the
women with a run time of
22 minutes and 21 seconds.
Despite the athletic displays,
Rossi reminded everyone in
attendance what was really
important.

“This is more than a
race,” Rossi said. “It’s a day
where the community comes
together to celebrate recov-
ery and the resilience of the
human spirit.”

Honest Beginnings.

The Sentinel

OBITUARY POLICY

obits@turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Matthew Stone representing
his business, JS Painting.

Mel from the Belchertown
Cultural Gouncil.

Ly

L)

+Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs «
You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

ADVOCACY
Enterprided

PATIENT
ADVOCACY

@ COURSES

O consuLTing

Teri Frykenberg, RN
Founder and Conference Chair

Support for patients and families.
Training for professional patient advocates.
Expert guidance and consulting.

LEARN MORE

www.nu rseadvocateentrepreneur.com

NEPAC

New England Patient Advocacy Conference

NEPAC 2026

October 12-13, 2026

Worcester, MA

REGISTER TODAY
www.patientadvocacyconference.com
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CELEBRATION from page 1

said as she congratulated the
women during the centennial
ceremony. She read words
of wisdom collected from the
centenarians.

“She’s 105 and fabulous,”
Stone said during the cere-
mony. “One of her quotes
that made her live to 105 was
being with young people.”

A former Auxiliary
Women’s Club president in
Ludlow, the 105-year-old
Ann Condon recommend-
ed to stay active in clubs, to
volunteer and to have a daily
glass of wine. The 102-year-
old Amelia Dominik attribut-
ed her longevity to a high
power, simply stating “God
is good to me.”

Edalina Cormier, also
102, advised attendees to
“keep going” and to not
think about age. 101-year-
old Lucy Cincotta credited
her long life to “eating fresh
vegetables from the garden
and farm, prayers, family
and traveling.” Centenarian
Sophie Kaczuwka stated the
key to a long life was “good
homemade food, soups, lit-
tle meat” and keeping away
from sweets.

The 100-year-old Evelyn
Riddle attributed her success
to “being very active” when
she was young. A life-long
athlete, Riddle played tennis,
golf, field hockey, soccer and
softball in her youth. In her
later years, she participated
in the Mass Senior Games at
Springfield College and won
a gold medal in 1992. She
also won a bronze medal at
the event the following year.
She also reported having five
generations within her family
and also advocated traveling.

“When I was retiring,
my PCP said to me ‘once
you retire, just keep mov-
ing. Stay busy. So that is
what I did,” said 101-year-
old Ann Genaro. The first
Christopher Heights resident
ever, Genaro stated she’s

o

lived past their 100th birthday.

“really enjoyed” the years
spent at the assisted living
center and has met a lot of
“wonderful people” during
her tenure. She’s kept busy
over the years through vol-
unteering, going to the
senior center and remaining
engaged with her family.

The current director,
Lorna Stone, has been at
the Belchertown branch
since its opening in 2018.
As she applauded the sev-
en’s achievements, she also
thanked her staff for pro-
viding a quality of life and
care befitting the dignity of
the people in residence. She
noted the average lifespan for
a person in residence was 22
months, a figure exceeded by
the seven featured in the cer-
emony.

“We’re one big happy fam-
ily,” Stone said. “You do
what you do for your fami-
ly, but these residents are our
family.”

Activity director April
Kosuda also expressed how
proud she was about the res-
idents’ longevity and how
proud she was to be part of
the Christopher Heights fam-
ily. She echoed the celebrat-
ed residents when asked what
she thought was the secret to
their success.

“I think it’s the move-

Christopher Heights residents celebrated seven peers who

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

ment,” Kosuda said. “Keep
going. We all have issues.
We all have things going on,
but not letting that bog you
down and to keep pushing
forward and keep moving...
you have to have some type
of inspiration to keep mov-
ing forward. And honestly,
they’re my inspiration.”

105-year-old Anne recom-
mends a glass of wine daily
to live long and prosper.

Ann Condon’s son and Director of Marketing Lorna Stone.

-

Activities Director April
Kosuda gives a few words to
the day’s proceedings.

BOARD from page 1

item commitment in the town
budget to create the cultur-
al district, and identified
Community and Economic
Development Planner Eric
Weiss as the “designat-

ed compensated individu-
al” involved in the process.
Pending a successful site
visit, she stated the next step
would be receiving a noti-
fication of acceptance next
September.

“We are building a
relationship with the
Massachusetts Cultural
Council right now and their
representative, who is field-
ing all of the questions for
all of the potential cultural

A wide shot of all the board members.

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL oo,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow s Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= SWIR RINER =

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
¢ Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
¢ New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

districts,” Cultural District
Manager April Jayzach
Banks said. “We’re working
on a map of all our cultural
assets.”

Banks clarified the
appointed cultural district

YBUSINES

3
GONNECTIO

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ® Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair e Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

o Title 5 inspection

ompler®
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

would have to be within “a
walkable distance in town”
and cited the area around
Carriage Grove as a poten-
tial location. She stated the
number of cultural events
which occur around the area
make it a prime candidate for
designation.

“Now, that’s not to say that
we don’t have cultural events
and cultural activity through-
out our entire town,” Banks
said. “But that is the desig-
nated walkable area that we
can focus on to get this des-
ignation.”

She also noted a cul-
tural designation would be
a “great marketing tool for
our town” and mentioned the
opportunity for economic
development should the des-
ignation be approved. Banks
also cited it would open the
door for more grant opportu-
nities as well.

“If we’re awarded desig-
nation, the town is awarded

YOUR CHOICE

[each
Scott® Towels

NPP 75190 200 sheets AlLpurso
Shop Towels Original™ Box Z3 g

NPP 75260 200 sheets T
Rags in a Box™

automatically $15,000 per
year to help maintain that
cultural district,” Banks said.
“And then, there are other
opportunities beyond that.”

Banks shared an overview
of a “placemaking and eco-
nomic development project”
related to the initiative. She
stated the project has been in
development since 2022 and
was a collaboration between
herself and the Creative
Economy Committee, which
is a consortium of local art-
ists, makers, musicians,
authors and local nonprofits.

“Gather Art Space and
Marketplace will be a vibrant
destination where art, com-
munity and local enterprise
come together,” Banks said
as she introduced the cultur-
al district concept. “Gather
showcases locally made arts
and goods while creating
opportunities for artists and
makers to exhibit, sell, teach
and connect.”

Belchertovwn Auto Partls

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

413) 323-7661

NAPA AUTO PARTS: (Neh» AUTO PARTS

OR 323-9296

Get the
Good Stuff

SPECIALIZING IN

Slate » Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 » Cell 413-237-9434 B/

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

ROBERTS ROOF

- 74 o
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

ESTATE SALE

84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD.
FRIDAY-MONDAY,

SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM.
Everything must go! Housewares, large &
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture &
much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports  memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive,
hunting, advertising, radios,
ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178 JUNK REMOVAL
ARA JUNK
MISCELLANEOUS FURNITURE
REMOVAL

2021 QUALITY
CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions:
18'Lx8.5’'Hx10.5'W. Previously owned by
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza.

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured.

Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectriclic.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany.

Call John at (413)206-6509.

For more information call Fully insured. MA License #8101A1.
413-289-1211. Call Pete 413-433-0356.
HOME
TAG SALE A Gall We Haul IMPROVEMENT

SATURDAY, SUNDAY,
SEPT. 5. & 6, 9am-5pm.
Household deco, jewelry, pocketbooks,
Christmas Village,

80 pairs of clip on earrings, clothes.
157 Washington Street
“Route 8 Village,” Becket.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xxxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE****¥**
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Waller

' Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting « & more!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

LN
Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
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Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA [ Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
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OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!
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WEST NORTH
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eReT
GROOKFIELD.
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Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
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Call us at 413.283.8393

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

HELP WANTED

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for
the position of custodian. Duties include
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming,
and mopping floors, cleaning windows,
taking out trash and restocking supplies.
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour,
12 hours per week.

Job applications can be found on the Town
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/EOE

FOR SALE

Duplex for sale at
812/814 East Street Ludiow.

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1
Y2 baths, private basements, gas heat and
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with
nearby schools and close access to the
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates. Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS-IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000.

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

| FEREES |
&)

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

ol

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
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SCHOOL from page 1

an existing reserve fund.
Belchertown
Superintendent Brian
Cameron said the high
school stadium field has
been aerated, overseed-
ed and top-dressed and is
being manually watered
while crews work to repair
an idle irrigation system.
The water district has
agreed to let the schools
run the system once a week
using town water, Cameron
said, but the lines and heads
have deteriorated after two
years of inactivity, with

“stuck zone valves, broken
valves, broken heads, heads
that need to be adjusted.”
Cameron said fall use of
the stadium includes rough-
ly five football games, nine
girls’ soccer games, nine
boys’ soccer games and
three field hockey contests,
for about 26 events total.
The committee later
turned to a slate of updat-
ed handbooks. School
Committee member Ruby
Bansal questioned chang-
es at Belchertown High
School, noting that only a
change sheet, not the full
handbook, was initially

available in the committee’s
materials.

Once the correct docu-
ment was shared, Cameron
said the high school hand-
book now emphasizes the
impact of family trips on
chronic absenteeism and
formalizes a schedule of
electronic notices at specif-
ic absence thresholds.

He said the family vaca-
tion section now notes that
chronic absenteeism “may
lead to academic failure for
the year,” and that automat-
ed attendance letters will be
sent at days three, five and
eight. The daily schedule

was also updated to a 7:40
a.m. to 2:18 p.m. school
day.

Cameron added that most
edits across the district
handbooks involved direc-
tory information, updated
arrival and dismissal proce-
dures at Swift River School,
new timeout and seclu-
sion language and nego-
tiated changes in the cen-
tral office, team leader and
employee handbooks.

The committee voted
unanimously to approve the
handbooks.

Members also brief-
ly discussed a high school

rule that the school “does
not schedule, facilitate, or
provide physical or virtual
space for student appoint-
ments with external agen-
cies.”

Cameron said the restric-
tion grew from a past sit-
uation in which a student
was left “in crisis” after a
private therapy session on
campus. He said he would
verify whether a prior part-
nership with Behavioral
Health Network, which had
been treated differently,
remains in place.

In other business, the
committee declared a 2006

Ford Econoline van surplus
after a facilities official
cited significant body rot
and mechanical failures.

The district plans to ask
whether the town wants the
vehicle or consider donat-
ing it to Pathfinder Regional
Vocational Technical High
School before disposal.

The committee also voted
to hire an outside attorney
to act as an investigator in
a personnel matter at the
recommendation of current
legal counsel. Cameron said
the cost would be drawn
from a reserve fund main-
tained for such issues.

DAR from page 1

The presentation also fea-
tured Anna Green-Winslow
who, despite being only 12
years old at the time, was
very active in politics. A
member of the prominent
Winslow family in Boston,
both her diary entries and let-
ters to her mother offered a
unique glimpse into the politi-
cal sphere at the time.

Gosselin also highlighted
ordinary people, who offered
unique glimpses into con-
temporary New England liv-
ing. She cited Moses Short,
whose diary not only chroni-
cled farm tasks such as pull-
ing flax and hauling hay, but
illustrated how revolutionary
soldiers came from every
walk of life.

There was no better exam-
ple of this than the 5,000
black soldiers who fought
in the American Revolution.
Gosselin reported most of the
soldiers were integrated with-
in existing ranks, save for the
First Rhode Island regiment,
which was comprised entirely
of black soldiers.

“This regiment was made
up entirely of black sol-
diers, 179 in total, and they
were commanded by white

i)

soldiers,” Gosselin said
and pointed to Dunmore’s
Proclamation created in 1775,
which promised freedom to
any of Virginia’s 200,000
enslaved people willing to
take up arms for the British.
“According to the Virginia
Gazette, about 800 men did
sign up to that call,” Gosselin
said. “Many of them wore
shirts that read ‘Liberty to
Slaves’ painted on the front.”
The presentation revealed

WORDS OF
THE PEOPLE

how much history is created
by ordinary people thrust into
extraordinary circumstanc-
es. It demonstrated how the
United States’ past is both
complicated and involved
people from all manners
of social stations. Those
interested in learning more
about the Daughters of the
American Revolution and
the free lectures they provide
may check out their work at
https://www.dar.org.

WORDS oF
THE PEOpPLE
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A section featured famous writers of the time, including freed
slave and poet laureate Phillis Wheatley.

“She (Phyllis Wheatley) is oftentimes
referred to as the poet laureate of the

American Revolution.”

- Daughter of the American Revolution representative

Dr. Denise Gosselin

| PUBLIC NOTICES

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLE
This ad is pursuant to MA Gen.
Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of Sep-
tember 17, 2026 the following
motor vehicles will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2019 Nissan Armanda

Vin: INSAY2NC7K9587053
Color: Black

LKO: Eric Witherspoon

2 Executive Park Dr., Apt. 233
Merrimack, NH 03054

2016 Land Rover Discovery
Sport
Vin: SALCR2BGOGH546990
Color: White
LKO: Tyanna Beth Yaman
62 Cady St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA
413-530-3804
09/03, 09/10, 09/17/2026

Belchertown Conservation
Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the authority of
the Wetlands Protection Act
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00)
and the Belchertown Wetlands

Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139),
the Belchertown Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Monday, Septem-
ber 14, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the
Town Hall Auditorium, located
at 2 Jabish Street in Belcher-
town, MA 01007 to review a
Request for Determination of
Applicability permit application
submitted by Clifford Bowen for
the proposed work to build a
single family home at Lot 84.01
Ambherst Road (Assessor’s
Map 101-84.01 and 84.02) in
Belchertown. Work is proposed
to occur outside the 100-foot
Buffer Zone to Bordering Vege-
tated Wetlands. Anyone interest-
ed in this matter should appear at
the time and place designated.
09/032026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Division
Docket No.
HS26P0532EA
Estate of:
Norman Joseph Ashline
Also Known As:

Norman Joseph Ashline, Jr.
Date of Death:

May 21, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Norman
J. Ashline, III of Belchertown,
MA

a Will has been admitted to

informal probate.

Norman J. Ashline, III of
Belchertown, MA has been
informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of the
estate to serve without surety on
the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts

Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not
required to be filed with the
Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal
Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of

administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court
to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers
of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

09/03/2026
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newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY
Complete Auto Body, Paint &
Repair, auto glass, computerized
paint matching, also routine car
maintenance. Free estimates. Old
Springfield Rd., Belchertown.
413-323-6664.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories, PC
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades,
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-
1122. John Alix, Owner.

SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS
Full service full time gunsmith.
40 Years experience. Located at
450 State St., Belchertown.
413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012.
Great cuts for men and women. A
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

PigAagagagsd

Let's Hear It for Our
Best Local Businesses

\Y4
TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICGE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

BELL & HUDSON INSURANCE
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel.
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591.
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto,
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC.
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel
Horse, Scag, Jonsered,
Residential and Commercial.
41 South Whitney St., Amherst,
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROBERTS ROOFS CO.,
INC. Trusted name since
1982. Commercial, industrial,
residential. Specializing in
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat roofing.
Snow Removal. Fully licensed.
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING, INC.
Snow plows, sanders, sales &
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs,
trailer hitches, trailer repairs,
welding, fabrication, lawnmower
repairs. 330 Harkness Rd.,
Amherst. 413-253-4867
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 EXTERIORS -

From cozy outdoor living rooms to

breathtaking multi-level escapes, every

deck that our craftsmen build is designed,

engineered, and constructed with quality,

craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in

mind. We turn your backyard vision into a

-

stunning, long-lasting reality.

ENGINEERED TO LAST BEAUTIFULLY

AZEK  TimberTech |

E):TERIORS —— EVERYTHING WOOD SHOULD BE"®

LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

= EXTERIORS -

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS

o ﬂ ! y THE H 1#
KITCHEN &
onld, HOMETOWN GO
HOME PERFORMANCE

ELECTRICAL * PLUMBING * HVAC * INSULATION

866-463-6261




