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By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN - Yard 
sale season is one of the best 
seasons, as people get ready 
to declutter their homes, and 
others look for the best and 
most sustainable ways to fur-
nish their own. 

For over 40 years, the St. 
Francis of Assisi parish has 
hosted a giant tag sale after 
the vision of the late Clare 
Oberly, who set up a few 
tables at their annual bar-
becue that got the tag sales 
started. 

“From those sparse begin-
nings, it has evolved into 17 
Departments,” said Kathy 
Wood, who organized the tag 
sale this year. 

The Giant Tag Sale is 
usually held on the 4th 
Saturday of August, and the 
parish spends time collect-
ing items for the sale for 12 
days in early August, where 
the items are cleaned, sort-

An interview with 
Supt. Mary Jane 
Rickson, of Granby 
Public Schools

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – As we are get-
ting ready for a new school 
year, the students, teachers, 
and faculty are preparing for 
a new and wonderful time 
with new students and new 
opportunities to share. 

Below is an interview 
with Granby Public School’s 
Superintendent, Mary Jane 
Rickson, as she shares her 
excitement to welcome back 
to school the students and 
some new teachers, too.

What are you most looking 
forward to?

“As I begin my second 
year as superintendent, I 
am most looking forward to 
building on the leadership 
and momentum we estab-
lished last year. I believe 

Getting ready for the school year with excitement

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – A huge part 
of learning for young chil-
dren before preschool is 
getting to know the other 
kids their age as they learn 
the art of play, and social-
ization as well. 

At  the Granby Free 
Public Library, there is 
a series of special play-
groups, as well as a pre-
school preparedness group 
for kids under preschool 
age, and approaching pre-
school. 

The groups  are  run 
by dedicated and car-
ing Parenting and Early 
Learning Specialist Marti 
Wiechman, where kids 
can get together to enjoy a 
special time meeting new 
friends. 

Wiechman works for 
the  Col labora t ive  for 
Educa t iona l  Serv ices , 
w h i c h  i s  u n d e r  t h e 
Coordinated Family and 

Community Engagement, 
or CFCE, grant, which 
helps provide the funds to 
make these playgroups pos-
sible.

“This grant is provid-
ed by the Massachusetts 
Early Education and Care 
Department (EEC), and it 
works to promote early lit-
eracy, child development, 
parent and caregiver edu-
cation, and family com-
munity engagement.  We 
deeply  apprecia te  the 
Granby Library for hosting 
our weekly playgroups in 
Granby,” said Wiechman. 

The Granby Library’s 
SFCE playgroups have had 
Wiechman as their host 
for about 10 years, meet-
ing weekly on Wednesday 
and Friday mornings from 
10:30 a.m. to noon.

“Caregivers attend each 
group with their children, 
ages birth to 5 years, and I 
set up the room to provide 

A special group for your 
little one at the library 

the district made progress in 
strengthening relationships, 
setting clear priorities, and 
beginning the work of align-

ing our district around stu-
dent success. This year, I am 
eager to expand opportunities 
for students while deepening 

our focus on teaching and 
learning. We will continue to 

40TH ANNUAL GIANT TAG SALE
raises funds for new parishraises funds for new parish

Please see LIBRARY, 
page 4

SUBMITTED PHOTO
New teachers Amy Bentley, LPN, Grace Campbell, Special Educator, Megan Bagg, Special Educa-
tor, Robyn Wayrynen, ELL, and Logan Deni, Pre-school.

Please see GRANBY, page 5

Please see TAG SALE, 
page 8

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
The Knick-Knack Department: Back row, left to right:  Louise, Janina, Linda, Kay, Charlene, and Beth, and in the front row Virgel, Patty, and Margaret. 
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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The Town of Belchertown
   HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 

COLLECTION DAY
Saturday, September 13, 2025

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
Location: DPW, 290 Jackson St. 

(Highway Garage Location)
Time: 9:00am-12:00pm (noon)

Vehicles arriving after noon will not be accepted

*PAYMENT IS DUE AT TIME OF EVENT. CASH/CHECKS
(Payable to Town of Belchertown)

For a registration form and a list of Do/Don’t items visit:
 https://www.belchertown.org/206/Hazardous-Waste-Day-Information

Surrounding Towns are Invited to Take Part

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINESDEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, In observance of LABOR DAY, 
the Classifieds have an the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE.EARLY AD DEADLINE.

To advertise, To advertise, 
place your ad no later than place your ad no later than NOONNOON

Thursday, August 28
Thank you!Thank you!

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Our Own Corn, Tomatoes, Peaches, 

Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, 
Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets, 

Watermelons, Acorn Squash & Cucumbers
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, 

Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, Turkey Pies, Gibble 
Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, 

Ice Cream Products, Healthy Dough by Jessica, 
Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, New Wine Jellies,

Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!
• ORNAMENTAL FALL GRASSES • POTTED BASIL PLANTS ON SALE!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

EBT  In Store

SunflowersSunflowers
On SaleOn Sale
$$999898

GRANBY – The Granby 
Public Safety Complex was 
able to acquire a piece of 
a fire engine from the 9/11 
scene, and it is now dis-

played outside the station. 
There will be a 24th 

Anniversary Memorial 
Service at  6  p .m.  on 
September 11.

9/11 Memorial Service to be held 
at Granby Public Safety Complex

❚ COMMUNITY�

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN - In a 
pivotal meeting that could 
reshape the town’s educa-
tional landscape, the School 
Committee is considering 
closing Cold Spring School 
to address mounting financial 
pressures and streamline dis-
trict operations.

Facing a significant budget 
shortfall driven by escalat-
ing health insurance costs, 
school leaders are exploring 
a strategic consolidation that 
would relocate kindergarten 
and pre-K students to Swift 
River Elementary School, 
potentially saving the district 
approximately $500,000.

Super in tendent  Br ian 
Cameron presented a com-
prehensive analysis of the 
proposed changes, emphasiz-
ing the district’s commitment 
to minimizing disruption to 
students and staff. 

“If we do it, we have to 
carry it over. We have that 
safe transition pod for people 
to integrate,” Cameron said.

The potential closure has 
sparked nuanced discussions 
about educational continui-
ty, logistical challenges and 
community impact. 

Jill Pelletier, Cold Spring 
School’s principal, offered 
a balanced perspective, 
acknowledging both the 
emotional and practical con-
siderations.

“I feel like I could argue 

the closing or the keep-
ing open either direction,” 
Pelletier said. She high-
lighted the school’s histor-
ical significance, noting its 
deep roots in the community 
where “a lot of people have 
a nostalgic view” - genera-
tions have attended the same 
building.

However, Pelletier also 
stressed the importance of 
a thoughtful transition. This 
included keeping the pre-K 
and kindergarten students 
together in the transition.

“While focusing on being 
resilient, I don’t think tell-
ing three to six-year-olds in 
January it’s time to pick up 
and move,” she said, under-
scoring the need for a care-
fully managed process.

Thomas Ruscio, princi-
pal of Jabish Brook Middle 
School, provided critical 
insights into the potential 
challenges. He recommended 
the six-grade building model 
but warned of significant 
logistical hurdles.

Ruscio detailed traffic con-
cerns that could arise from 
the reorganization. 

“When we did the last traf-
fic study... we had 300 kids 
that were dropped off by car 
to that building with two 
grades,” he said, highlighting 
potential infrastructure chal-
lenges.

The district’s Student 
Support Services Director, 
Becky Lynch, emphasized 
the benefits of reducing stu-

dent transitions. 
“Transitions are really 

tough for a lot of my stu-
dents,” Lynch said, pointing 
out that fewer school moves 
could benefit students, espe-
cially those with special 
needs.

Budget constraints are 
driving much of the discus-
sion. The district faces a 
potential budget increase of 
$656,352, primarily due to 
rising health insurance costs. 
Cameron outlined potential 
cost-saving measures, includ-
ing strategic staffing and 
grant adjustments.

The School Committee is 
committed to avoiding staff 
layoffs. 

“Not one person should 
lose their position over this,” 
Cameron said, reflecting a 
collaborative approach to 
financial challenges.

Community engagement 
remains a priority.  The 
committee plans to present 

a detailed transition plan at 
their next meeting, inviting 
public input and ensuring 
transparency.

“We want to give you an 
opportunity to voice your 
concerns so we can make an 
informed decision,” Cameron 
said, highlighting the com-
mittee’s commitment to 
inclusive decision-making.

The potential consolida-
tion would not only address 
financial constraints but 
could also provide education-
al benefits. Principals noted 
improved curriculum align-
ment and reduced transitions 
for students.

Swift River Elementary 
Principal Magda Harrison 
expressed enthusiasm for the 
potential integration. 

“We would welcome Cold 
Spring to come into our 
building,” she said, empha-
sizing the opportunity to cre-
ate a comprehensive early 
education environment.

The school committee has 
set clear goals for the transi-
tion, including updating their 
handbook, using more acces-
sible language and improving 
communication with other 
town boards.

While the decision is not 
final, the committee seems 
aligned on the potential ben-
efits of closing Cold Spring 
School. The next meeting 
will include a comprehensive 
presentation and opportunity 
for public comment.

School Com weighs Cold Spring School closure

“We want to give 
you an opportunity 
to voice your 
concerns so we 
can make an
informed decision.”

BRIAN CAMERON,
Superintendent

GRANBY – Following a 
regional search, the Granby 
Select Board has unani-
mously selected Hadley 
Deputy Fire Chief Evan 
Briant as the next Fire Chief 
for the Town of Granby.

Chief Briant brings more 
than 20 years of experi-
ence in fire and emergency 
medical services, beginning 
his career as a dispatcher 
and serving the past seven 
years as Deputy Fire Chief 
in Hadley.

The selection process 
began with seven appli-
cants, five of whom were 
interviewed by the Chief 

Selection Committee. Two 
semi-finalists advanced 
to an Assessment Center 
designed to test leadership 
in critical areas, includ-
ing managing a simulat-
ed fire incident, deliver-
ing a budget presentation, 
and overseeing employee 
management. The results 
of the Assessment Center 
were then reviewed by the 
Select Board and the Town 
Administrator.

The Select Board has 
a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  Tow n 
Administrator to begin 
contract negotiations with 
Chief Briant.

Granby Select Board 
selects Deputy Chief Evan 
Briant as New Fire Chief

A Pollinator Field Study 
Thursday, Sept. 11, 2025, 

at 3:30 p.m. 

R a i n  d a t e :  Tu e s d a y, 
September 16th, 3:30 p.m. 

UMass professor  and 
pos t -doctora l  research-
er Dr.Jules Davis will lead 
a field study exploring late 
summer pollination on the 
NESFI campus.  Participants 
will learn about the several 
flowers that bloom in late 
summer. They will also learn 

to identify some of the many 
pollinators active at this time 
of year. During field work, 
participants will find a select-
ed flower species and col-
lect data on the pollinators 
found on it. Students will be 
exposed to basic field study 
data collection and analysis 
techniques. Bring your cam-
eras! 

In addition, participants 
will have the option to col-
lect an insect, identify it, and 
prepare it for an insect col-

lection with the help of Dr. 
Davis. 

Please pre-register  at 
info@smallfarm.org and 
indicate if you are interested 
in collecting an insect.

Suggested donation per 
person: $10 

Walk-Ins are allowed if 
spots are available 

Students grades 6 to 12 
(and parents welcome, too)

NESFI website: www.
smallfarm.org

Join the Small Farm Institute for a pollinator field study 
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OPEN HOUSE 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025  3-6 P.M. 

Christopher Heights of Belchertown  

offers 
A Premier Assisted Living 

 
We’d love to meet you and your family. 

 
Refreshments will be served, if you would like a dessert to go,  
please RSVP by calling 413-323-5500 by Friday, September 5th. 

 
 

www.christopherheights.com  

    99 Front St., Belchertown, MA 01007 

a variety of activities for all ages, with 
an emphasis on early literacy and sen-
sory play, as well as fine motor skills, 
social skills, language, and art,” said 
Wiechman. “At each group, we begin 
with free play, then practice clean-up 
skills before sitting for a story, and we 
always end with circle time songs.” 

The playgroups are designed to pro-
vide these children with experiences 
that will help them to grow into little 
people ready to take on preschool. 

“I love that its hands-on and that he 
builds his social skills and play with 
other kids,” said mom Jennifer Labelle 
about her son, Gavin. “There’s enough 
time so they don’t get overwhelmed, 
and he looks forward to it every week. 
Marti really puts a lot of thought into 
the activities.”

“Another important part of each 
group is the time caregivers get to 
spend with other adults, to make new 
friends, find others to talk with who 
understand the many challenges of rais-
ing young children today, and to get 
information on resources available in 
the Granby community.

Over the simmer, Wiechman did a 
pilot program with the EEC and the 
Boston Children’s Museum to provide a 
six-week School Readiness plraygroup, 
which focused on helping caregivers 
and their children to practice needed 
skills for a transition into school that is 
successful. 

Some of the things they learned 
included self-care skills, independence, 
and how to work together with others 
in a group. They also got the chance to 
go on field trips, and explore outside as 
they learned with new friends.

“What I love most about these play-
groups is the opportunity to help care-
givers and children see the fun in learn-
ing through play,” said Wiechman. “I 
also love  supporting everyone who 
attends to be their best selves, and I 
strive every day to help create an 
atmosphere of safety, acceptance and 
appreciation  for the wonderful unique-
ness we each bring to our community.”

All of the programs are free, and you 
can find a calendar of the many play-
groups, workshops, and special events 
the Collaborative provides throughout 
the area at  https://www.collaborative.
org/youth-and-families/early-child-
hood-programs/cfce / family-cen-
ters-and-playgroups/. 

LIBRARY from page 1

Little Gavin Labelle exploring with paint dabbers.

Playing on the rug, imagining where the cars are travelling to. 

Marti Wiechman is 
reading a book to a 
group of attentive 
listeners.

Reading a book to learn about colors.

There are plenty 
of fun puzzles and 
manipulatives to 
try.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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New Crop Local ApplesNew Crop Local Apples

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
OPEN LABOR DAY 7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
LABOR DAY WEEKEND!

LABOR DAY 
PICNIC FAVORITES

Randall’s Summer Salads 
& Baked Beans

GOURMET SANDWICHES
USDA 90% Lean 

Ground Beef Sliders & Patties

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

Winner of Reader Raves 2026!
STARTING SEPTEMBER 2ND 

New Hours for New Hours for 
Creamery Window ServiceCreamery Window Service

Closed Monday & Tuesday
         Open Wednesday - Sunday 12-8pm

“Mums” The Word
HARDY MUMS 

 Budded & Blooming Budded & Blooming
             In Favorite 
         Fall Colors

HARDY HARDY 
ASTERSASTERS

Local Field Grown 
TOMATOES!

                     Red, Ripe, Delicious

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN

Locally Grown

Juicy, Sweet, Ready to Eat!
Locally Grown Peaches

Celebrate FESTA 2025
August 28th – September 1st 

Locally Grown Blueberries
Green Peppers, Eggplant, 

Yellow & Green Beans, 
Yellow & Green Squash, 
Raspberries & MORE!

 

APPLE CIDER DONUTS! 
Fresh Baked Cookies, 

Muffins & Pies

Get a photo of 
your children or 
grandchildren 
with The Curious 
Giraffe at the 
Belchertown 
Town Beach.

Money raised 
will help to 
manage the 
over-growth of 
invasive weeds!

Cost: $5 per 
photo shoot 
(use your own 
camera or we 
can take it and 
send it to you.)

Super Opportunity for Summer Photo Op!
Saturday & Sunday, August 30 & 31, 2025 ~ 1-3 p.m.

A Fundraiser for Our Beautiful Tri-Lakes!

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

strengthen math and litera-
cy across the district, ensur-
ing that our curriculum is 
both rigorous and supportive 
of all learners. At the same 
time, we remain commit-
ted to addressing the social 
and emotional well-being of 
every student, because we 
know that true success comes 
when academic growth and 
personal well-being go hand 
in hand. I am excited to carry 
forward the energy and com-
mitment from year one into 
year two, as we work togeth-
er to make a lasting impact 
for every student, every day.”

What do you love most 
about the Granby School 
System?

“What I love most about 
our school system is the 
commitment and dedication 
of our staff. In a small but 
mighty community like ours, 
everyone truly supports one 
another and puts students 
at the center of everything 
we do. Each member of the 
district wears multiple hats, 
always willing to step in 
where needed, and that cre-
ates a sense of shared respon-
sibility and teamwork that 
is really special. Someone 
recently described us as a 
‘relationship-centered dis-
trict,’ and I couldn’t agree 
more — the strength of our 
connections with students, 
families, and each other is 
what makes this such a won-
derful place to learn and 
work.”

How do kids inspire you? 
How do the staff and teach-
ers inspire you?

“Our students and staff 
inspire me every single day. 
The students are what keep 
me grounded — above all 
else, they help define me as 
an educator. I love our stu-
dents; seeing them each and 
every day truly makes my 
heart grow. I see their joy in 
the classroom and the love 
they have for their teachers. 
When I walk into classrooms 
and their faces light up as 
they show me what they are 
learning, I can see the pride 
in their accomplishments 
and their excitement about 
new discoveries. That pride 
is contagious and inspires 
me to make sure every child 
has the chance to feel that 
same success. At the same 
time, our staff and teachers 
inspire me with their dedi-
cation and passion. In our 
district, they wear multiple 
hats, support one another, 
and always put students first. 
Their commitment, creativ-
ity, and care make us a true 
relationship-centered district. 
Together, the energy of our 
students and the unwavering 
dedication of our educators 
motivate me to keep moving 
our district forward and striv-
ing for excellence every day.”

Despite recent changes 
and budget changes, what 
changes are you looking 
forward to with the hope 
for the school year to pro-
vide some encouragement?

“Despite recent chang-
es and budget adjustments, 
I am looking forward to a 

school year filled with oppor-
tunities to support and cele-
brate our staff. I have made 
it my mission to consistent-
ly express my gratitude for 
the dedication, compassion, 
and professionalism that our 
educators bring to their work 
each day. I will continue to 
find ways to ensure that they 
feel valued, respected, and 
encouraged, because I firm-
ly believe that when staff 
know they matter, it direct-
ly impacts the success and 
well-being of our students. 

“Although shifts in federal 
funding bring certain chal-
lenges, they also provide us 
with the chance to think cre-
atively and prioritize what 
matters most. I am encour-
aged by the resilience and 
commitment of our staff, and 
I am hopeful that this year 
will highlight the strength of 
our collective efforts. More 
than anything, I look forward 
to fostering a culture where 
staff feel supported, students 
are inspired to learn, and 
families are confident in the 
education their children are 
receiving.”

W h a t  d o  yo u  l o v e 
m o s t  a b o u t  b e i n g  a 
Superintendent?

“What I love most about 
being a superintendent is 
having the chance to advo-
cate for children every single 
day. Every decision I make 
comes back to what is best 
for them and how we can 
give them the tools, oppor-
tunities, and confidence they 
need to succeed. I feel a deep 
responsibility and commit-
ment to ensuring that all of 

our students have the chance 
to become thoughtful, edu-
cated citizens who can con-
tribute in meaningful ways to 
their communities.

Just as important are the 
relationships I get to build 
along the way—with staff, 
families, and community 
members. Those connec-
tions mean everything to me 
because they create trust, 
open communication, and 
a true sense of partnership. 
When we work together, 
we can accomplish so much 
more for our students. For 
me, the joy in this role comes 
from seeing the impact 
of those relationships and 
knowing that, together, we 
are making a real difference 
in the lives of children.”

What is your message to 
the students at the start of 
the school year?

“My message to students is 
simple: A new school year is 
a chance to set goals, try new 
things, and discover more 
about yourself. I want our 
students to know that they 
matter—that their voices, 
their ideas, and their efforts 
truly make a difference.

“I also want them to 
remember they’re not alone 
on this journey. Their teach-
ers, principals, and all of us 
in the district are here to sup-
port them and cheer them on. 
My hope is that every student 
feels proud of who they are 
and confident in what they 
can achieve. This year is full 
of possibilities, and I can’t 
wait to see all the amazing 
things they’ll accomplish.”

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
GPS Staff: Danielle Wasleski, Kelly Loftus, Amy Bentley, Megan Bagg, Logan Deni, Katie Czarniecki, Rebecca Drew, Grace Camp-
bell, Robyn Wayrynen, Amanda Berg, Cindy Sykes, Brad Rosenberg, and Principal Ali Jordan. 

GRANBY from Page 1

Send Us Your Photos!

sentinel@turley.com
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❚ OPINION�

The Sentinel is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393,

Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

A Brimfield resident 
reported he visi t -
ed Lake Wallace in 

Belchertown with a friend last 
week and saw a great egret. 

They also saw a great 
b lue  he ron ,  a t 
least three green 
herons, a few 
Phoebes and an 
Eastern king-
bird. There were 
a l s o  s e v e r a l 
ducks, mallards 
and wood ducks. 
The two male wood 
ducks were in eclipse plum-
age. 

The great egret is slightly 
smaller than the great blue 
heron, but they are still large 
birds with an impressive 
wingspan. They hunt in the 
classic heron way standing 
immobile or wading through 
water to capture fish with 
their bill. At one point, egrets 
were hunted to near extinc-
tion for their feathers for hat 

decoration. The great egret 
is the symbol of the National 
Audubon Society. 

Rivalry among nestlings 
is common and the larg-

er chicks frequently kill their 
smaller siblings. The great 
egret is white with a yellow 
bill and black legs. During 
breeding, a patch of skin on 
its face turns neon green and 
long plumes grow from its 
back called aigrettes. These 
aigrettes were prized for 
ladies hats. 

Great egrets fly slowly, 
but powerfully with just two 

wingbeats per second at a 
speed of about 25 miles per 
hour. The oldest known Great 

Egret was 22 years, 10 
months old and was 
banded in Ohio.

Eagle sighting
A  N e w 

Braintree resident 
and a friend went 
bass fishing on 
Brooks Pond in 
North Brookfield 
in a canoe recently. 

Half way out on the 
pond, they started to 

hear the seagull like calls of 
an eagle. As they rounded a 
little peninsula on the left side 
up in the top of a broken pine 
was a large eagle’s nest. 

The broken pine made a 
perfect platform for them to 
build a nest. They then saw 
the two mature adult pair with 
their white heads on a stump 
near the water. Up in the pine 
near the nest were two juve-

nile eagles, all dark brown. 
They weren’t flying, but just 
squeaking for food. 

They actually looked quite 
big for baby eagles. His 
friend said it was because 
they still had their fluffy 
feathers and developing new 

feathers. 
They fished nearby and 

watched them hop around. 
They seemed unbothered 
by them being about 60 feet 
from the shore of the penin-

The mornings have been 
a little cooler this last 
week or so. I must 

admit that after the summer 
we had, the respite from the 
heat is a welcome relief.  

With the unofficial end 
of summer just a few 
short days away, 
folks are starting 
to  think about 
winterizing their 
p o o l s ,  g e t t i n g 
their boats in stor-
age,  closing up 
their cottages and 
the like.  There are 
a number of things that 
we gardeners can do now to 
ease winter’s blow and set 
the stage for a successful 
garden next year! 

Here is a replay of a time-
ly column that lays it all out 
there.

Order spring flowering 
bulbs now. I ordered mine 
just last week! 

For the widest array of 
tulips, daffodils, crocus and 
the like, consider making 
your selection from a mail 
order company. Most have 
great web sites, offering pho-
tos of pretty much everything 
they sell.  our bulbs will 
arrive in early October – the 
perfect time for planting!  

We get them into the soil 
prior to the ground freez-
ing so that they will have a 
chance to send out roots, per-
fect little anchors for win-
ter heave/thaw cycles. Once 
spring comes it is all about 
flowering. Yippee – a wel-
come sign that brighter days 
lie ahead!

Cure squash and pumpkins 
well prior to storage. Give 
your cucurbits a couple of 
weeks in the sun up off of 
the ground before you bring 
them indoors. This will hard-
en the vegetable’s skin and 
improve its longevity.  

If temperatures dip below 
50 degrees at night consis-

tently, find a dry, sunny spot 
inside to complete their cur-
ing, otherwise chilling injury 
may occur. It’s also import-
ant to remove them from the 
g a r d e n if bugs or disease 

threaten.  
In my garden I am vigi-

lantly squishing the gray col-
ored squash bugs that like to 
accumulate under the fruit. 
Once curing is complete, 
store squash and pumpkins 
where there is good air cir-
culation and where tempera-
tures stay around fifty to 
sixty degrees, with relative 
humidity between fifty and 
seventy percent.  

Under these conditions 
most will last eight to twelve 
weeks depending on variety.  

Dig up tender plants. Did 
you buy rosemary, bay tree, 
lemon verbena, French lav-
ender or scented geraniums 
this spring? Unfortunately, 
not one of these favored 
herbs is winter hardy in our 
area.  

I usually get them out of 
the ground once frost threat-
ens, and will bring them 
inside overnight and back 
outside during the day for a 
few weeks until it gets too 
cold.  From that point most 
of them will thrive in a bright 
but cool room of the house.  

Don’t be surprised if the 
lemon verbena loses its 
leaves soon after you pot it 
up or that the French lav-
ender doesn’t look all that 
zippy during the winter –
both are normal respons-

es. New leaves will sprout 
and luster will return come 
March.  

Instead of digging tender 
plants up, some folks prefer 
to take tip cuttings. During 
the rooting process, mist a 
few times a day to prevent 
wilting. You will have espe-

cially good luck rooting 
scented geraniums – it 

should take just about 
a month.  

Take cuttings now, 
before the plant starts 

prepping for winter (yes, 
plants do, too!), and you’ll 

have better luck.
Plant some autumnal color. 

Mums and kale are at their 
peak at local garden centers 
now.  Choose a plant that is 
healthy, free of brown leaves 
and with a root ball that fills 
the pot and isn’t sunken 
away.  

Use these plants to fill in 
places in the border where 
annuals have gone by, or, 
fill a container or two for a 
quick burst of fall at your 
front door. Die-hard garden-
ers have no problem staving 
off the onset of winter with a 
last minute plant installation.  

Be sure to cover with a 
sheet if frost threatens, to 
prevent the flowers from 
being nipped.  With care-
ful watering and some good 
luck, the mums may even 
return to the garden next sea-
son –just as we intend to! 

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 32 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Gardening tasks best accomplished now

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

in my

By Ellenor Downer

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I’m ready to apply for 

my Social Security bene-
fits, and I’m aware of how 
my benefits are calculated. 
What I would like to know 
about is how the applica-
tion process actually works 
and how my benefits are 
received. 

Signed: Ready
to Collect 

 
Dear Ready to Collect: 
Essentially, you have 

two main options for 
a p p l y i n g  f o r  S o c i a l 
Security benefits, and also 
two separate options for 
receiving your payments:  

To apply for benefits, 
you can either contact 
Social Security at 1-800-
772-1213 to make a tele-
phone appointment to 
complete your application 
while speaking to an SSA 
representative on the phone 
or you can submit your 
application for SS benefits 
online.  

When using the tele-
phone option, you will be 
guided by an SSA agent 
while completing your 
application and can dis-
cuss your benefit options 
directly with that agent, 
just be sure to be avail-
able to receive SSA’s call 
at the scheduled time. You 
can also make an appoint-
ment by calling your local 
SS field office directly get 
the number for your local 
SS office at this link: www.
ssa.gov/locator. It is not 
usually necessary to visit 
your local SSA office in 
person to apply.  

If you are reasonably 
proficient with comput-
ers, you can, instead, apply 
online, but you will first 
need to create your person-
al SSA account online at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 
Once you have your per-
sonal account set up, you 
will be able to see your 
estimated benefit amount 
at different claim ages, 
which should help you 
decide when it is best to 
apply. Here is a short video 
which explains the process 
for applying for benefits 
online: https://www.ssa.
gov/hlp/video/iclaim_r01.
htm.  

If applying online, you 
can start your online appli-
cation at www.ssa.gov/
apply and re-access it mul-
tiple times as needed until 
you are ready to submit it; 
just be sure to write down 
the “reentry code,” which 
is provided when you 
begin your online applica-
tion. 

When you are ready to 
submit the application, just 
select “Submit” and your 
application will be sent to 
SSA’s application process-
ing unit for review. They 
will contact you if there 
are any questions about 
your application or if any 
additional documenta-
tion is needed. Note that 
it typically takes a couple 
of months for your pay-
ments to start and note 
that payment is made in 
the month following the 
month earned. For exam-
ple, if you begin your ben-
efits in August your first 
payment will be received 
in September on either the 
seccond, third or fourtth 
Wednesday of each month 
thereafter, depending on 
your birthday.  

For  rece iv ing  your 
monthly SS payments: 
you will (on you appli-
cation) be able to specify 
how you wish your month-
ly payments to be made. 
The preferred option used 
by most beneficiaries is to 
have your monthly Social 
Security payment depos-
ited into a financial (e.g., 
bank) account, details for 
which you will specify 
when applying. However, 
you can also choose to 
receive your monthly pay-
ments in the form of a 
debit card called “Direct 
Express,” which will be 
replenished monthly. If 
you choose to have your 
payment deposited in your 
bank account, be sure to 
have your bank account 
information ready when 
you apply. Note that Social 
Security no longer issues 
payments  via  pr inted 
checks except in rare cir-
cumstances.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Cit izens Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

How do I apply for Social Security 
and receive my payments? 

Great egret

Please see BIRDS, page 7
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Have you experienced 
a housing need? 
Share your story online or in person 
We want to address housing needs in our region with storytelling! If you
have a story to share about your current housing situation, challenges with
finding housing, or being unhoused, we want to hear your story.  Housing
stories will be used to build awareness about the housing challenges in the
region to bring further change. Stories will be collected through an online form
or video interview. Photos or videos will be used 
with permission, or you may ask to remain 
anonymous. Submit stories through an 

online form (scan QR code 
or go to:

https://tinyurl.com/HQHousingStory)
or a 

recorded interview. You have the
option of being anonymous for

either format.

 $50 compensation 
for those who share online or
$100 for recorded interviews

For any questions,
please contact Nisha Humayun at

nhumayun@townofware.com
or (413) 207-7698

sula. Eventually the two adult 
eagles flew off probably in 
search of a meal for there big 
babies. So neat to be able to 
see eagles fairly common now 
in Massachusetts.

Male cardinal
I received this email, “I was 

just was walking the dog after 
dark and my flashlight came 
upon this guy (male cardinal). 
I have seen him every night 
since. We just stare at each 
other for a few seconds and 
say good night.”

Loon census
The Loon Preservation 

Commit tee  repor ted  on 
Saturday, July 19 from 8-9 
a.m., 566 volunteers simulta-
neously surveyed 135 lakes 
across New Hampshire for 
loons. Together, they count-
ed 541 adult loons and 109 
loon chicks during the cen-
sus hour. The New Hampshire 
loon census is part of a larger 
regional effort. While N.H. 
participants were out survey-
ing for loons on their lakes, 
hundreds of volunteers in 

Maine, Vermont, and New 
York were doing the same. 
This simultaneous survey of 
so many lakes helps create a 
“snapshot in time” of not just 
the loon population here in 
New Hampshire, but across 
the Northeast.

Helping birds
A reader  f rom South 

Hadley suggested I include 
a section about ways to help 
birds. She even provided sev-
eral tips for future columns. 
Some people also continue to 

put out suet  and that is so 
dangerous.  It gets rancid in 
the heat and that’s bad for 
birds. Perhaps even worse, 
it gets their feet and chest 
feathers greasy and when the 
preen, they spread the grease 
all over their bodies. This 
interferes with a bird’s natural 
waterproofing and can also 
cause their nestling to be cov-
ered in grease. 

Sandhill cranes
An Oakham resident saw 

two sandhill cranes in Barre 

on Aug. 14 in a field across 
from the Listening Center. 
Sandhill cranes also visit his 
field in Oakham as well. 

Warren birds
The Brimfield resident said, 

“In Warren this week there 
are still adult ospreys about, 
on two visits I saw and adult 
on or near the nest. I have not 
seen a juvenile out of the nest 
so am not sure if any young 
fledged this year. I saw one 
chick in the nest earlier this 
summer and there is an eBird 

report from July with a pic-
ture of a fully grown chick 
in the nest with an adult. It’s 
unknown if the chick fledged 
successfully?” In Warren at 
the pond on New Reed Street 
the past several years I had 
seen Great Egrets there in 
August but none have been 
seen there this year.

Cedar waxwings 
The Brimfield resident in 

referring to recent mention 
in this column about cedar 
waxwings, said a large part 
of their diet is fruit based. 
He read an article that stat-
ed that because their diet is 
mostly fruit based that if a 
waxwing nest is parasitized 
by a brown-headed cowbird 
the cowbird chick is not like-
ly to survive because it can’t 
survive on the fruit based diet.

I visited the section of Ware 
River recently where my 
daughter has seen ceder wax-
wings and I was not disap-
pointed. I stood and watched 
them fly over the water and 
into nearby trees. They moved 
so quickly I was unsuccess-
ful in watching them through 
binoculars. 

Bird bath
The Brimfield resident 

reports the bird bath in his 
yard is getting lots of use, 
especially by catbirds and 
blue jays. Goldfinch show 
up and drink from the drip as 
well as black-capped chicka-
dees, chipping sparrows and 
house finches.

Four juvenile raccoons are 
regular visitors to the bird 
bath. He has a trail camera 
near the bird bath and it cap-
tures lots of pictures of the 
raccoons in the bird bath. Not 
sure what they are doing, it 
doesn’t look like they are 
drinking and sometime the 
stones in the bath are moved 
around. A couple of times 
he’s seen a pickerel frog in 
the bird bath.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Sandhill Crane Cedar waxwings

BIRDS from page 6



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  AU GU ST  28,  2025PAGE 8

SWINGING BRIDGE AUCTIONS
 REAL ESTATE AUCTION AT

104 FRANKLIN ST., NORTHAMPTON MASS. 01060
SEPTEMBER 13TH 2025 AT 12:00 P.M.     

DAVID BAILLARGEON AUCTIONEER  MA. LIC AU0002755
AUCTION DAY:
Registered Bidders Only will be allowed on site during the auction at the request 
of the owner.

BIDDER REGISTRATION & PROPERTY VIEWING
 • By Appointment Only
 • Open House: Saturday, August 23 – 10:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
 • Preview & Registration: Friday, September 12 – 4:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.
 • Auction Day Registration: 10:00 A.M. to 11:45 A.M.

Walking distance to: Smith College, Northampton High School, Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital, and Downtown Northampton

FOR MORE INFO. CALL 413-207-1301 OR WEB SITE 
WWW.SWINGINGBRIDGEAUCTIONS.COM

TERMS: 
PROPERTY IS BEING SOLD AS IS WHERE IS WITH NO CONTINGENCIES SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE SELLER. FOR MORE INFO 
ON TERMS PLEASE CALL OR GO TO WEBSITE WWW.SWINGINGBRIDGEAUCTIONS.COM. PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS ARE WELCOME TO 
HAVE INSPECTION AT THERE OWN EXPENSE AT LEAST 48 HOURS PRIOR TO AUCTION. 

A FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR CERTIFIED CHECK IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO REGISTER TO BID ( please call for details of how to write 
the check out.)  ALL BIDDERS ARE STRONGLY URGED TO GET FINANCING IN ORDER PRIOR TO AUCTION.   Owner to provide Clear 
Title at time of closing. Winning bid is contingent upon SELLERS approval.

ed, priced, and packed up 
the day before to bring to the 
Town Common. 

T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r -
al “departments” located 
around the common, and 
volunteers serviced each one 
with its own checkout count-
ers before you leave the tent. 
They also had items inside 
the Old Church. 

There was a section for 
Knick-knacks, furniture, sea-
sonal decor and craft sup-
plies, electronics, hardware 
and sports, a baby section, 
and a section of children’s 
toys and board games. 

Inside the Old Church was 
jewelry, decor, frames and 
artwork, designer items, bed-
ding, pillows, blankets, and 
bathroom decor and organi-
zation. 

“The best part is the sense 
of community that is built as 
it goes.   Whether it is mak-
ing new friends or strength-
ening existing friendships,” 
said Wood. “Most volunteers 
are parishioners, but not 
all - family and friends are 
recruited, and it’s nice to see 
the bond that is made as they 
are welcomed.” 

There was over 100-mem-
ber team of volunteers from 
the church and community 

that got together to make the 
Giant Tag Sale happen. 

“This is a team effort,” 
said Wood. “Some work the 
entire time, and others may 
do just a few hours.  Some 
even work from home, such 
as the Deacon’s wife - Sandy 
- who provides complete 
“make-overs” for the donat-
ed Barbie-type dolls, making 
them better than new!” 

The parish is working to 
collect funds, and the pro-
ceeds from the Giant Tag 
Sale will go directly to 
the fund for the desperate-
ly-needed new Parish Center 
on the Jabish Street campus. 

  “Seeing all the custom-
ers lined up before the sale 
on Saturday mornings is 
great,” said Wood. “Most 
come every year and say how 
much they look forward to 
it.   Newcomers compliment 
the well-organized event 
and are surprised at the bar-
gains.  Driving by, you know 
something great is going on!”

Whether the people who 
came were looking for a new 
outfit for the new babies in 
their families, a new desk 
organizer, a Halloween cos-
tume, new and charming fur-
niture pieces, or some nifty 
items to add to a collection, 
the Giant Tag Sale really had 
some of everything. 

“We at St. Francis are 
blessed to be in this wonder-
ful town of Belchertown,” 
said Wood. 

The Giant Tag Sale was 
a great success, bringing in 
over a thousand people to the 
event, and helping the parish 
one more step of the way to 
raising the money they need 
for their new parish. 

40TH ANNUAL GIANT TAG SALE40TH ANNUAL GIANT TAG SALE

TAG SALE from page 1

The Kitchen Department: Suz, Diane, AnnMarie, Roseanne, Mary, Sue, and Cathy. The Hardware and Craft Departments: Steve, Carole, Bob, Becky, Jen, and Dave. 

Board games and toys are sure to keep all eyes off screens for some time of fun and laughter.

The Furniture Department: Rick, Vic, and Rob.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 

What kinds of treasures lie here? 

RIGHT: Inside the Old 
Church, you can find 
the perfect frame for 

your art prints 
and photos.

Bags and shoes galore- some with brand new tags, and shoes 
that just didn’t fit right, ready for a new pair of feet. 



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  AU GU ST  28,  2025 PAGE 9

136 Pleasant Street
Ware, MA 01082 

Tel: 413-277-6060

WWW.SNOWSSURFSHACK.COM

AUGUST 14TH 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 

grand
opening
NOW
OPEN
Join Us Today!

THE DOCTORS ARE IN...
NOW NOW 

ACCEPTING ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call our office 
to learn more 

about our practice

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.
Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

Come to the 
library this fall

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Clapp Memorial Library 
has some exciting programs 
and events coming up in 
September. Check it out! 

FOR CHILDREN

Aquatic Invertebrate 
Sampling 

Saturday, Sept. 13, 9 a.m. 
Join us to investigate fas-

cinating creatures and crit-
ters in Lake Wallace. Local 
biologists/parents, Caralyn 
Zehnder and Will Duncan, 
will show us the life cycles 
of aquatic invertebrates like 
dragonflies and damsel-
flies and sample the lake to 
see what we can find. Lake 
Wallace is located behind the 
police station. We will meet 
at the far end of Foley Field 
(behind the baseball field) 
at the end of the ball fields. 
Play clothes, rain or water 
boots, and bug spray are sug-
gested. This event is geared 
towards ages 4 and up. 
Registration is required. Visit 
our website at clapplibrary.
org or call 413-323-0417.

 Sister Detectives 
Wednesday, Sept. 27, 

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Join local kid authors and 

sisters, Emma and Belley, as 
they go on a detective adven-
ture! The sisters will read 
their self-written and illus-
trated book in both English 
and Chinese, followed by 
a fun craft for everyone 
to enjoy. Registration is 
required. Visit our website 
at clapplibrary.org or call 
413-323-0417. This program 
is funded by a grant from 
the Belchertown Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

Fall Storytimes Stories
 and fun for children and 

their care givers! 
We’ll tell stories, sing, 

dance, have finger plays, do 
crafts, and play instruments. 
Registration is required. 
Emails will be sent to con-
firm enrollment. When ses-
sions are full, children will 
be put on a waitlist. To regis-

ter, visit our website at clap-
plibrary.org or call 413-323-
0417. 

Babytime Storytime 
(3-12 months) 

Mondays, from 9 to 9:45 
a.m.,  on September 22, 
29, October 6, 20, 27, and 
November 3.

First Steps Storytime 
(13-24 months) 

Mondays, from 10 to 10:45 
a.m.,  on September 22, 
29, October 6, 20, 27, and 
November 3.

Toddler Time (2 year olds) 
Tuesdays, from 9:30 to 

10:30 a.m., September 23, 
30, October 7, 21, 28, and 
November 4. 

Preschool Storytime 
(3-6 year olds) 

Thursdays, from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m., September 25, 
October 2, 9, 23, 30, and 
November 6.

Music and Movement 
with Julie 

Saturdays: September 27, 
October 4, 25, and November 
1, from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. 

Join us for a four-week 
music series on Saturday 
mornings. Children will 
explore music in a fun and 
creative environment. This 
series is geared towards 
children ages 0 to 7, but all 
ages are welcome. Space 
is limited; registration is 
required. To register, visit 

our website at clapplibrary.
org or call 413-323-0417. 
This program is funded in 
part by the Friends of the 
Clapp Memorial Library 
and in part by a grant from 
the Belchertown Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

FOR TEENS 

Teen Advisory Board 
First meeting of the 

school year
Friday, Sept. 12, 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

The Clapp Memoria l 
Library’s Teen Advisory 
Board will  meet in the 
library’s Activity Room for 
its first meeting of the 2025-
2026 school year! TAB is 
a group of 7th-12th grade 
students who meet month-
ly during the school year to 
propose library programming 
for teens, provide input on 
teen services, volunteer, and 
have fun! At this meeting, 
teens will socialize, discuss 
the year ahead, and plan 
their community craft for the 
Belchertown Fair’s Exhibit 
Hall. Teens can email clap-
plibrarytab@gmail.com to 
register. 

Teen Wellness Table 
Friday, Sept. 19, 
2 to 3:30 p.m.  

The Clapp Memoria l 
Library will have a table on 

their front lawn for teens in 
grades 7-12 walking from 
school to the Belchertown 
Fair. Teens can stop by for 
free water, granola bars, 
and snacks as supplies last! 
This program is funded by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library. 

FOR ADULTS

What “YA” Readin’? 
Book Club 

Thursday, Sept. 4, 7 to 8 p.m. 
The library’s What “YA” 

Readin’? Book Group, a 
group for adults who read 
Young Adult books, will 
meet to discuss Aisle Nine 
by Ian X. Cho. Copies of the 
book are available for check-
out at the circulation desk. 
New members are welcome! 

Genealogy Basics 
Tuesday, Sept. 9, 

7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Learn the basics of effec-

tive family research with 
Dave Robinson of Old Bones 
Genealogy of New England. 
Dave will introduce research 
strategies and best practices 
when exploring records and 
documents on ancestry.com, 

familysearch.org, and others. 
There will be a Q&A session 
at the end of the program. 
This program is funded by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library. 

Cookbook Club 
Friday, Sept. 12,

 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Do you like browsing 

cookbooks and trying new 
recipes? In the Cookbook 
Club, we each make a recipe 
from a cookbook and bring 
it for everyone to try. Taste, 
enjoy, and chat with your 
new cookbook friends! This 
month’s book is The Ikaria 
way by Diane Kochilas. 
Please register by email-
ing mmarszalek@cwmars.
org and choose a recipe by 
September 5. Registration 
& confirmation required. 
Program limited to 12 par-
ticipants. 

Literary Monsters 
Saturday, Sept. 13, 

4 to 5 p.m. 
Part concert. Part pup-

pet show. Part ghost story. 
All  spectacle!  Shadow, 
Sound, Spectacle will pres-
ent a unique perspective on 
the works of Poe, Shelley, 
Irving, Dickinson and oth-
ers through the use of origi-
nal music, shadow puppetry, 
cinematography and special 
effects. While all ages are 
welcome, this program is 
recommended for adults and 
teens. Funded by the Friends 
of the Clapp Memorial 
Library. 

Ladies of the 70’s 
with Laura Hicks 

Monday, Sept. 15, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Professional singer, Laura 

Hicks, will lead you through 
a musical journey punctuat-
ed by educational informa-
tion pertaining to 13 women 
who left their musical mark. 
She will then perform one 
song from each of the artists. 
Singing along is encouraged! 
This program is funded by a 

grant from the Belchertown 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

Plant Swap 
Tuesday, Sept. 17, 6 to 7 p.m. 

Bring a plant (or not!) to 
the library and swap it for 
a new one. This program 
will take place on the library 
lawn. Sponsored by the 
Belchertown & Around Plant 
Swap. 

Seed Saving - 
the Why and How 

Tuesday, Sept. 16, 7 to 8 p.m. 
No matter your level of 

gardening, saving seeds is 
easy. Some people save seeds 
to save money, while others 
selectively save seeds from 
favorite varieties to further a 
particular trait. Come learn 
some simple seed saving 
basics as well as resourc-
es to further your knowl-
edge. Presented by Paulina 
Borrego, Wrangler of the 
Mass Aggie Seed Library at 
UMass Amherst. 

Craft with the Teen 
Advisory Board! 

Friday, Sept. 19, 4 to 5 p.m. 
T h e  l i b r a r y ’s  Te e n 

Advisory Board is offering 
a free craft in the Exhibit 
Hall on the Friday of the 
Belchertown Fair. All ages 
are welcome to stop by and 
do a craft paired with this 
year’s Fair theme, “Shake, 
Cattle, & Roll,” as supplies 
and materials last! 

The Clapp Memorial
 Library is open: 

Monday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.* 
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
*The Library wil l  be 

closed Monday, September 
1st in observance of Labor 
Day.

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

REGION-  Food insecuri-
ty continues to affect families 
across western Massachusetts, 
with inflation driving up the 
cost of everyday essentials. 
That’s why Freedom Credit 
Union is again rallying sup-
port for its campaign benefit-
ing the Food Bank of Western 
Massa-chusetts.   Through 
August 31, the community 
is invited to contribute to a 
stronger community by donat-
ing nonperishable food, per-
sonal care items or monetary 
gifts at any Freedom branch.

“Thanks to the gener-
osity of our members, staff 

and entire community, this 
campaign has grown annu-
ally, and so has its impact,” 
said Freedom Credit Union 
President Glenn Welch. “Last 
summer, we collected more 
than $3,350 in donations, 
along with nearly 1,435 
pounds of food and personal 
care items. This year, we’re 
aiming even higher. By sim-
ply adding an extra item or 
two to your grocery cart each 
week, you can make a lasting 
difference-without stretching 
your budget.”

Suggested donations of 
non-perishable food and per-

sonal care items include:
Baby formula, beans in 

cans or dried in bags, bread 
mixes, canned chicken, fish 
and meat, cereals, coffee and 
tea, cooking oils and spic-
es, diapers, wipes and toilet 
paper, dried or canned fruit, 
evaporated/powdered milk, 
granola bars and crackers, 
feminine sanitary products, 
instant potatoes, pasta and 
noodles, peanut butter and 
nuts, rice and grains, sauces, 
shampoo and body wash/soap, 
soups, stews and chili in cans, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes 
and vegetables in cans.

Freedom Credit Union collecting cash and food 
donations for the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts
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Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

Experience MORE 
with Norwegian 
Cruise Line

Book now 
for Best Cabin 
Location!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

➤ May 24-31, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

➤ July 19-26, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

➤ August 30-September 6, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Canada & New England Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

Easy Propane Tank 
Swap Out! 
$99

Call For Details!
CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM

  

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

B E L C H E R T O W N —
Arcpoint Brewing Co. once 
again turned its pet-friend-
ly taproom and outdoor area 
into a lively hub for dogs 
and their humans with its 
Pints & Pups expo, draw-
ing rescue groups, trainers, 
groomers, artists, and plenty 
of wagging tails. The event, 
held on Sunday August 23, 
showcased local dog-focused 
businesses and gave commu-
nity members the chance to 
adopt, shop, and connect; all 
while enjoying craft beer.

Arcpoint co-owner CJ 
Eldridge explained that the 
idea for Pints & Pups came 
out of the brewery’s commit-
ment to being a welcoming 
place for all.

“We’re a pet-fr iendly 
place,” Eldridge said. “We’ve 
had dogs here, but also pigs, 
too. We want people to just 
be here and be free, and be 
where they are when they’re 
here. This event is a way to 
encourage that, and also to 
provide adoption opportuni-
ties.”

This year’s series is being 
led by Arcpoint’s events 
coordinator, Lexi Watts, who 
has a personal passion for 
rescue dogs. “I love rescue 
dogs… I have one myself,” 
Watts said. “I wanted to 
host a big event that would 
not only give rescues expo-
sure but also highlight local 
dog-related businesses.”

Among the vendors and 
partners was Better Together 
Dog Rescue, a foster-based 
nonprofit that works to bring 
dogs from the South, particu-
larly Texas and Tennessee, to 
new homes in New England.

“Most of our dogs come 
from difficult situations, 
and fostering gives them 
the best chance to acclimate 
to home life before finding 
their forever families,” said 
Jenny Franz, founder of the 

organization. Franz launched 
Better Together in 2021 from 
her home in Belchertown, 
later expanding into a head-
quarters in Leverett. “We’re 
always looking for volun-
teers and fosters,” she added. 
“The more foster families 
we have, the more dogs we 
can save.” The group has 18 
puppies scheduled to arrive 
in Massachusetts within the 
next two weeks.

Visi tors  also had the 
chance to meet Sue Snyder 
and Greg Long, co-owners 
of Barking Bubbles Dog 
Boarding & Grooming. The 
couple operates a boarding, 
grooming, and doggy day-
care service and were eager 
to connect with pet owners 
in the community. Their 
booth featured stylish col-

dog-friendly event
Arcpoint Brewing Co. holds
Scout the Pit Bull Terrier Black Mouth Cur, he is a “Profession-
al derp. Amateur explorer. Full-time goober.”

Chuck is 6 months old and ready to be adopted, he has minor 
hip dysplasia but a positive attitude and a zest for life.

Suki ready for her new family.

TURLEY PHOTO BY ABIGAIL MCCOY
Greg Dawson’s pet portraits, you can find him on Facebook at Paintings by Greg E. Dawson.

Barking Bubbles has their own doggy mascot, a 12-year-old 
young man who sat underneath their booth’s table most of the 
day.

Scout the Pit Bull Terrier Black Mouth Cur, he is a “Profession-
al derp. Amateur explorer. Full-time goober.”

Suki the American Staffordshire Terrier mix, she’s around 4-6 
months old.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY ABIGAIL MCCOY
Harmony Acres Personalized Dog Training had their own tent.Please see DOGS, page 15
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG—Both the 
Central and West girls’ soc-
cer teams began the annual 
Bay State Summer games 
with losses last month from 
July 10 to 12.. 

A couple of hours later, 
the West squad celebrated a 
6-1 victory over the Central 
team at the Game On Sports 
and Performance Center in 
Fitchburg.

“We didn’t  play very 
well in our first game this 
morning,” said West head 

coach Matt Mosher, who 
also coaches the St. Mary’s 
(Westfield) girls’ varsity soc-
cer team. “Once we got into 
a rhythm, especially during 
the second half, we took it to 
them in this game. We were a 
lot more aggressive.”

The members of the West 
team, who are from the 
Turley Publications cov-
erage area,  are Allison 
Fleury (South Hadley), 
K i a n a  R a m o s  ( S o u t h 
Hadley), Hannah Haesaert 
(South Hadley), Kayleen 

Girls soccer gets bronze at Bay State Games

Kallie Tevepaugh clears the ball away for Central.

Alivia Marcello chases down the loose ball. Rylee Joseph sends a pass away ahead of pressure. Allison Fluery, of South Hadley, socks a shot away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Laura Parolo makes her way up the field.

WILBRAHAM – On Sunday, 
Aug. 17 at Spec Pond, the Orioles 
staved off a big comeback from 

the top-seeded Twins to win 
the Valley Wheel Over-28 
Baseball League champion-
ship. The Twins would hold a 

4-2 lead until the Orioles rallied and 
eventually held an 8-4 lead going 
into the bottom of the ninth inning. 
The Twins would score three times 
and get the tying run to second base 
before the Orioles were finally able 
to close it out for the title.

Orioles hold on for Valley Wheel title

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
The Orioles claimed the 2025 Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball League Championship 
on Sunday, Aug. 17, beating the Twins 8-7.

The Twins 
Jordan Mc-
Carthy fires 
away.

Jorge 
Figueroa 
fields a 

grounder to 
short.

Todd Bergstrom sends a throw to first. Henry Henriquez takes a swing.
Mike Burgos delivers a pitch home for 
the Orioles.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

F I T C H B U R G — T h e 
West boys’ soccer team 
won the gold medal at the 
2022 and 2023 Bay State 
Summer Games. After fin-
ishing in third place a year 
ago, the West squad didn’t 
have very much trouble 
capturing the gold medal 
this year. 

The boys’ soccer show-
case took place at the Game 
On Sports and Performance 
Center in Fitchburg last 
month July 10 to 12.

The West team began the 
tournament with a pair of 
victories.

After overcoming an 
early 1-0 deficit to defeat 
Metro, 5-1, in the morning 
match last Thursday, the 
West team dispatched the 
Central team, 6-0, in the 
afternoon affair.

“We’re off to a very good 

start in this tournament, but 
we haven’t accomplished 
anything yet,” said Hugo 
Destapdo, who coached 
the West boys’ soccer team 
at the Bay State Summer 
Games for the first time.  
“We do have a solid group 
of players, but we’re going 
to be facing some very 
good competition during 
the next couple of days.”

During the fall, Destapdo 
is the boys’ varsity coach at 
Chicopee High School. He 
replaced Marc Atkins as the 
West coach at the Bay State 
games. 

The members of the 
2025 West boys’ soc-
cer team, who are from 
the Turley Publications 
coverage area, are John 
Carra (Agawam), Timothy 
Ha ley  (Be lcher town) , 
Yousif Hamid (Chicopee), 
Spencer Parsons (South 

West dominates 
Bay State Games

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Enrique Galfour heads up the field.

Please see BOYS, page 11

Please see GIRLS, page 12
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SOUTH HADLEY 
– Last  Sunday,  the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League playoffs got 
underway with a pair of 
quarterfinal games. In 
one matchup, the Tigers 
defeated the Braves 
12-8 thanks to some 
great pitching late in 
the game by the Tigers’ 
Brad Bullough. The 
Dodgers walked off on 
the Pirates in the other 
matchup 17-16 when 
a hit by Andrew Tuck 
plated the winning run. 
The Cardinals defeat-
ed the Dodgers 9-7 and 
the Orioles defeated the 
Tigers 17-7 in the semi-
finals held on Aug. 24, 
setting up a Cardinals-
Orioles championship 
game on Sunday, Sept. 7 
at 10 a.m. Booster Field 
in Easthampton.

Quabbin Valley playoffs get underway
Shortstop Aiden Breen makes a play. Bob Eccelston fields a grounder to second. The Dodgers’ Josh Turner attempts to make a backhand.

The Pirates’ Sam Crotto delivers to the plate. Steven Bilodeau slings a throw to first. Pitcher Mike Afflitto sends a pitch home.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Hadley),  Tyler Supczak 
(Wilbraham), Evan Tyrrell 
( C h i c o p e e ) ,  G r i f f e n 
Wrisley (Chicopee), Chase 
Henderson (Wilbraham), 
Tiago Destapdo (Chicopee), 
and Braeden Fitzgerald 
(Agawam/Pope Francis).

“Several college coach-
es will be attending these 
games, so this is a very good 
showcase for the players,” 
Destapdo said. “There are a 
lot of talented soccer players 
in Western Mass.” 

The worst part of being a 
coach of an All-Star team is 
having to make cuts at try-
outs.

“We had 35 players tryout, 
and we have 20 players on 
our team,” Destapdo said. 
“Having to make cuts is very 
difficult. I wish we could’ve 
taken all 35 players.” 

The duo Henderson and 
Max Graham (Southwick/
Pope Francis) combined 
to post the shutout against 
Central.

“They’re different types 
of goalies,” Destapdo said. 
“Chase is just tremendous 
with his feet. If he wasn’t a 
goalie, he would be a very 
good field player. Max is a 
physical goalie.”

Henderson, who’s a rising 
senior, played the first half 
against the Central team. 

Graham, who’s a raising 
sophomore, played the sec-

ond half.   
The West goalies received 

plenty of support from a 
locked down defensive unit 
led by Fitzgerald, Supczak, 
Hamid, and Casey Bestler 
(Frontier Reg.). 

The West scored four goals 
during the first half against 
Central. 

G l o d i e  M a n y e g e z i 
(Springfield Central) scored 
two of the goals. The other 
two first half goals were net-
ted by Brandon Barker (West 
Springfield), and Will Sean-
McNally (Northampton).

The two second half 
goals were scored by Cajun 
Benson (Smith Academy). 

Sean-McNally was credited 
with both assists.

T h e  f o l l ow i n g  d a y, 
the West team won two 
m o r e  m a t c h e s  a ga i n s t 
N o r t h e a s t , 2 - 0 ,  a n d 
Southeast,5-0. 

The West team then cap-
tured the Gold medal by 
squeaking out a 2-1 win 
against Coastal last Saturday 
morning.

In their five Bay State 
matches, the West team out-
scored their opponents, 20-2.

BOYS from page 10

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Griffen Wrisley, of Chicopee, heads for the goal with posses-
sion of the ball.

A Central midfielder is pressured as he stops the ball. Caleb Iborra sends a pass 
away for Central Mass.

Brandon Barker is pressured near the opposing goal.

Tiago Despatado, of Chicopee, goes after the loose ball.

Nicholas Jennings 
attempts to settle the 

ball.

Evan Tyrrell looks up the field as he makes a pass. Fikayomi Ankitan starts up the field after making a play on 
defense.
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Neighborhood
Marketplace

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet

Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

2026 Norwegian 
Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia 
– Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Oct. 18 ....... Turkey Train ................................................$175
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
March 11 ... Tropical Costa Rica ..........................from $3569
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

❚ SPORTS�

WINCHESTER, N.H. 
- Third-generation open-
wheel ace Brett Meservey 
dominated Saturday night’s 
75- lap  MRS Modi fied 
main event at Monadnock 
Speedway, as the Bay State 
blaster - last summer’s 
series’ Rookie of The Year- 
led 63 of the last 64 laps en 
route to his first career MRS 
win.

With Saturday’s break-
through victory, Meservey 
stayed atop the series’ air-
tight 2025 championship 
points race - he came into 
the night’s event only four 
markers ahead of Brian 
Robie, third in Saturday’s 
75-lapper - and, with the 
win, secured a guaranteed 
starting berth in Thompson 
S p e e d w a y ’s  R a c e  O f 
Champions  b igg ie  se t 
for later this season at the 
Nutmeg State oval.

Other winners at the Aug. 
16 event on the high banks 
of Monadnock Speedway 
included Chris Riendeau, 
the quarter-mile speed-
plant’s reigning Super Street 
champion, who put his slug-
gish 2025 campaign back 
in high gear by soaring to 
his first win of the summer, 
and four-holer star Gordon 
Farnum, victorious for the 

second time this month.
A a r o n  T h o m p s o n 

rebounded from a mid-race 
drubbing to top the Pro V8 
Sportsmen,

Young Gun dominator 
Hunter Duquette earned his 
sixth victory lap of the sum-
mer, and Hayden Kingsley 
won the visiting 603 Mini 
Cup series Saturday night 
feature.

Ryan Doucette and Joey 
Jarvis led the thundering 
Modified Racing Series field 
to the green Saturday, with 
Doucette immediately tak-
ing charge, Previous series 
winner Matt Kimball, from 
row two, was close behind 
and rocketed up to second 
on lap five.

Meservey, who’d started 
alongside Kimball, blasted 
to the deuce spot four laps 
later, but Kimball wasn’t 
done. Meservey took com-
mand on lap 11,  with 
Kimball blasting back to 
second six circuits later. And 
the chase was on.

While the 24-year-old 
Meservey would be strongly 
tested most of the way, he 
never wavered en route to 
his first MRS feature win. 
Kimball inched ahead on a 
lap-18 restart but Meservey 
was soon back at the point 

and, once in clean air, was 
unbeatable on this Saturday 
night.

Brian Robie, the points 
leader in Monadnock’s 
weekly 604 Modified divi-
sion, was up to third on lap 
28 aboard a new tour car 
completed only earlier in 
the day but could advance 
no further as he settled for 
Saturday’s bronze medal 
finish behind Meservey and 
Kimball. Joey Jarvis, strong 
all night, finished fourth at 
his 2025 home track, and 
Brad Zahensky was fifth.

Michael Lashua, stronger 
and better every week, led 
the first five go-rounds of 
Saturday’s 30-lap Twin State 
Truck Services Super Street 
main event. Chris Riendeau, 
though, firing from row 
three, took charge on lap six 
and quickly opened a huge 
lead.

While Riendeau, fully 
shaking off his summer-long 
slumber, raced all alone, 
points leader Dylan Zullo, 
from way back in row five, 
passed Zach Zilinski for sec-
ond but ran out of laps pur-
suing the blazing Riendeau.

With Zullo padding his 
2025 championship points 
lead in second, Zilinski 
impressed in third, just 

ahead of Hillary Renaud. 
JD Stockwell, second in 
points entering Saturday’s 
event, finished the night as 
an infield spectator, credited 
with a disappointing 11th.

There were two levels of 
competition in Saturday’s 
Brattleboro Towing and 
Recovery Pure Stock fea-
ture. There was Gordon 
Farnum, and then far behind 
him, everyone else, with 
some terrific battles for posi-
tion waged from green to 
checkers in the one-caution 
25-lapper.

Farnum, from row two, 
took charge on lap three and 
rocketed off into another 
time zone to win for the sec-
ond time this season. Behind 
him, early leader Addison 
Brooks, bidding for her first 
win, held a perfect line until 
being bumpered aside on the 
final lap.

Andrea St. Amour fin-
ished second, with Brooks 
inches behind in third. 
Jimmy Zellman, the winner 
a week earlier, was fourth, 
and points leader Kyle 
Kenny completed the top 
five.

Mikey Bollinger took the 
lead on lap four of the Pro 
V8 Sportsman feature, with 
Aaron Thompson soon glued 

to his bumper. Thompson, 
though, was ushered to the 
outside lane on lap 14, his 
hope for victory then sud-
denly in doubt,

Thompson low-lined back 
to the front on lap 17, taking 
the lead from Seth Lamotte 
and sailing off into the sun-
set to score a popular victory 
at his former weekly track. 
Lamotte held strong for sec-
ond, and Wollinger finished 
third.

Racers in the speedway’s 
youth division Young Guns 
don’t compete for points but 
if they did, Hunter Duquette 
would be well on his way 
to the 2025 title town, The 
Thorndike, Mass. teen led 
all the way Saturday to score 
his track-high sixth win of 
the summer. Maya Bell, vic-
torious a week earlier, was 
second, and Sofia Rego, 
shaking down a new ride, 
came home third.

In the visiting 603 Mini 
Cups, a division equally 
powered by motors from 
Harbor Freight, Hayden 
Kingsley won by six lengths 
over  Jacob Raby,  who 
rebounded from a mid-race 
thumping to come home sec-
ond. Kendall Whitehill was 
third on the night.

Meservey, Riendeau, Farnum win at Monadnock VolleyHall 
announces 
2025 
induction 
celebration

HOLYOKE – The excite-
ment is building in Holyoke 
as we prepare to welcome 
the volleyball world for the 
International Volleyball Hall 
of Fame’s 2025 Induction 
Celebration, taking place 
Saturday, Oct. 18. This 
year’s  miles tone event 
promises to be a weekend 
to remember, filled with 
inspiring speeches, histor-
ic moments, and the shared 
pride of honoring the sport’s 
greatest contributors.

The Class of 2025 brings 
together nine exceptional 
individuals whose achieve-
ments have left an indelible 
mark on volleyball across 
the globe. They include Kent 
Steffes of the USA, a dom-
inant force in men’s beach 
volleyball; Laura Ludwig 
of Germany, one of the 
most decorated women’s 

Sullivan (Agawam), Lylia 
E l l i s  ( M o n s o n ) ,  Ky r a 
Lippmann (Holyoke), Mia 
Oyler (Agawam), Riley 
Platt(South Hadley/Williston 
Northampton School), Kylie 
Warner (Agawam), Gabriella 
Ramos (Agawam), Alexis 
Canoa (Belchertown) and 
Laura Parolo (Agawam).

Mosher has been coach-
ing at the Bay State Summer 
Games for the past five 
years. His teams have won 
two Silver Medals and two 
Bronze Medals. 

Mosher was assisted by 
Laura Wray-Ramos, who’s 
the longtime girls’ varsi-
ty soccer coach at Agawam 
High School.

“It took Laura and I a 
game to find out which play-
ers play well together. We 
moved some players around 
to different  posi t ions,” 
Mosher said. “A lot of the 
players have played on the 
same club teams. It’s been 
a lot of fun coaching at the 
Bay State Summer Games.” 

Both starting goalies in last 
Thursday afternoon’s match 
attend Agawam High School

Sullivan was the starting 

goalie for the West team, 
while Talia Oliveira was the 
starting goalie for the Central 
squad, which took home the 
Gold medal last year.

Because there weren’t 
enough girls’ soccer players 
from Central Mass. to fill the 
Central team roster, more 
than half of the players list-
ed on their roster are from 
Western Massachusetts.

“About five years ago, we 
noticed that the Central team 
didn’t have enough players,” 
said Central head coach Eric 
Wood, who also coaches 
the girls’ soccer team at the 
MacDuffie School in Granby. 
“We now fill out the Central 
roster with the players who 
don’t make the West team. 
We have 15 players from 
Western Mass. on this year’s 
team. It’s been a great situ-
ation.” 

The other members of 
the Central team, who are 
from the Turley Publications 
coverage area, were Rylee 
Joesph (Holyoke/Hampshire 
Reg.) ,  Eleanor Szlosek 
(Granby), Taylor Bartosz 
(Wilbraham/Minnechaug 
Reg.) Filomena Stellato 
(Agawam), Brenna Moreno 
(Granby), Grace Sherman 

(Holyoke. South Hadley 
H.S . )  and  Ka l i  Whi te 
(Granby).

Even though the Central 
team went 0-4, it was still an 
enjoyable experience for the 
players. 

“I just want my players to 
have a lot of fun here,” Wood 
said. “I also keep in touch 
with the players throughout 
the year.

The Central squad took an 
early 1-0 lead following an 
unassisted goal by White.

A couple of minutes later, 
White had another shot 
attempt that clanged off the 
post.

The West team tied the 
score at 1-1 with less than 
two minutes remaining in the 
opening half.

W i l l o w  C l a p s 

(Northampton) blasted a shot 
that deflected off the goalie’s 
hands into the left corner of 
the net.

At the start of the second 
half, Warner put a shot into 
the upper left corner giving 
the West squad a 2-1 advan-
tage. She also scored the 
final goal of the match.

The other three second 
half goals scored by the 
West team during the second 

half were by Kate Moccio 
(Longmeadow), Addison 
Perich (Westfield),  and 
Haesaert. 

Central would end up 
going 0-4 during the Bay 
State Games while the West 
prevailed in the Bronze 
Medal Game on July 12, 
defeating Southeast 3-0. 
Coastal won the Gold for 
girls soccer.

GIRLS from page 10

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Hannah Haesaert, of South Hadley, plays the ball off her chest.

Grace Sherman, of Holyoke, passes the ball up the field.

Please see VOLLEY, 
page 17
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ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN LEG 1/4 40 LB. BOX ...

$1699
ea

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG ..............

USDA INSP. SMOKED HILLSHIRE FARM

POLSKA KIELBASA 13 OZ or 14 OZ ea
$388

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL VIRGINIA HAM ...........

SALE DATES: 8/28/25-9/3/25 • CLOSED: 9/1/25

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$2760
case

USDA INSP. KAYEM OLD TYME
NATURAL CASING 
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOINS CUT FREE ...............
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRYSTYLE PORK RIBS 

$189
lb

ea

lb
$267

USDA INSP. STOREMADE 
BBQ SWEET MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ........

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ........

$242
lb

$999

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ................

$277
lb

$369
lb

$699
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE 
or T-BONE STEAKS

$999
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$669

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$699
lb

USDA INSP. 
STORE MADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1569

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$1999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........$255

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SARA LEE

COOKIES & CREAM 
CHEESECAKE 
FRENCH STYLE WHIPPED 24 OZ ea

$599

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of Aug. 
8 through Aug. 21. The infor-
mation was provided by a 
member of the police depart-
ment based on the review of 
the detailed log summary. 
This feature is designed to 
provide context and expla-
nation to some of the calls 
police respond to every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

Friday, Aug. 8
6:44 a.m. – A 37-year-old 

Enfield CT man was issued 
a summons on charges with 
negligent operation of a 
motor vehicle, operating 
under the influence of drugs 
and a later charge of leav-
ing the scene of property 
damage/accident. An offi-
cer responded to Orchard 
Street for a report of an 
overdose. The person drove 
into a driveway and crashed 
into an embankment after 
going forward again. They 
were transported to the hos-
pital to be evaluated. The 
K-9 officer responded to the 
scene as well. An inventory 
of the vehicle was conduct-
ed, and drug paraphernalia 
was found. The vehicle was 
towed, and a summons was 
issued. 

Sunday, Aug. 10 
10:38 a .m.  –  Rober t 

E .  Wo j t c z a k ,  5 3 ,  o f 
6 7  P o n d v i e w  C i r c l e 
Belchertown was arrested on 
charges of operating a motor 
vehicle after a suspension. 
An officer on routine patrol 
saw a vehicle and the per-
son operating it. The officer 
knew they had a suspend-
ed license and stopped the 
vehicle. The person’s identity 
and license status were con-
firmed. They were charged 
accordingly. 

Friday, Aug. 15
4:21 p.m. – A 43-year-old 

Springfield male was issued 
a summons on charges of 
intimidating a witness. An 
officer spoke with a proba-

tion officer requesting doc-
umenting an incident on the 
body worn camera. They 
were helping a person who 
threatened and intimidated 
them. 

Sunday, Aug. 17
1:07 a.m. – A 19-year-

old Haydenville female was 
issued a summons on charges 
of uninsured motor vehicle, 
unregistered motor vehicle, 
speeding. An officer con-
ducting stationary radar on 
Franklin Street, with speed 
limit of 45, saw a vehicle 
speeding at 62 mph. The offi-
cer stopped the vehicle. The 
officer advised the registra-
tion was revoked for insur-
ance. They were towed from 
the scene. The person got a 
ride to the station to await a 
ride. 

Thursday, Aug. 21
9:10 a.m. – A person 

arrested on charges of assault 
and battery on a family mem-
ber, assault with a dangerous 
weapon, reckless endanger-
ment of child and arson of a 
dwelling/house.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS

Friday, Aug. 8
5:05 a.m. – An officer 

responded to a report of a 
vehicle stopped in the middle 
of the road on Federal Street 
with possible front-end dam-
age. The officer was able to 
locate the vehicle, and the 
driver was slumped over the 
wheel. Belchertown Fire and 
paramedics were called. The 
person said they were work-
ing from a delivery company 
and took a nap. The damage 
was old and not recent. He 
was checked out and every-
thing was okay. 

2:15 p.m. – An officer 
was flagged down on north 
main street for a report of a 
person exposing themselves 
in a local business. It was 
reported they were leaving 
in a dark SUV. They were 
stopped and identified. The 
person denied the accusation 
and appeared to be intoxicat-
ed. Security camera footage 
was collected and reviewed 
and there were no charges 
filed. 

3:53 p.m. – They got a late 
fee notice from their bank. 

The person reported there 
was a check they dropped off 
in the mail recently and there 
was suspicious activity fol-
lowing reports a person had 
gone through the mailbox. 
The credit card company 
requested a police report. 

5:29 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Main Street. Three vehi-
cles traveling north on Main 
Street when the first vehicle 
stopped. The second vehi-
cle struck the first vehicle in 
the rear, and a third vehicle 
struck the second in the rear. 
Two vehicles were towed 
from the scene, and no inju-
ries were reported. 

Saturday, Aug. 9 
2:23 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident on 
Bardwell Street. A vehicle 
traveling west on Bardwell 
Street when it crossed over 
the central line and struck a 
mailbox then a utility pole 
on the other side of the road. 
The utility pole was com-
pletely sheered. The vehicle 
had front end damage. No 
injuries were reported, and 
the vehicle was not towed. 

4:36 p.m. – An offi-
cer responded to assist 
Belchertown Fire and para-
medics. 

9:20 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
South Washington Street. A 
motorcycle traveling north 
on South Washington Street 
went off the roadway. The 
operator said their phone 
went off and they got dis-
tricted. The motorcycle went 
through a front yard and 
came to a stop in a person’s 
yard on South Washington 
Street. The operator was 
transported, and the motorcy-
cle was towed.

Sunday, Aug. 10
9:18 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident. A 
vehicle parked off the road 
to the right of the fog line 
was struck by a passing vehi-
cle on the left side. The vehi-
cle struck the mirror of the 
parked vehicle. No tows were 
needed, and no injuries were 
reported. 

11:22 a.m. – An officer 
took a report of a person 

yelling. They could hear the 
person when they responded 
on scene. They were arguing 
with someone on the phone. 

12:55 p.m. – An officer 
and Belchertown Fire and 
paramedics responded to a 
report of smoke in an apart-
ment on Everett Avenue. A 
plastic cutting board was 
placed into an oven. There 
were concerns about the resi-
dent who were residing there. 
They were transported for an 
evaluation, and a report was 
filed with Elder Services. 

Monday, Aug. 11
3:27 p.m. – An officer 

took a report of fraud. There 
was notification of numer-
ous attempts to withdrawal 
false checks and cash from a 
resident’s account. The bank 
put safety measures in place. 
They were advised to moni-
tor their accounts. 

4:04 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of property damage. 
A person reported they were 
at work when their vehicle 
was keyed in the parking lot 
and noticed the damage upon 
going out in the morning. No 
suspects at this time. 

9:28 p.m. – An officer to 
a residence to help Holyoke 
Police with a shoplifting 
investigation. They wanted 
to see if a vehicle was at a 
residence in town. There was 
a vehicle with plates in the 
yard that came to a person 
who wasn’t at the residence. 
It was a discrepancy in the 
plate which came back to the 
make year and model of the 
car but was swapped while 
the people were shopping in 
Holyoke. They were told to 
cancel the plates and replace 
with new ones. They were 
advised the Belchertown res-
idents were not involved in 
the shoplifting, and Holyoke 
Police were going to get 
footage of the other vehicle. 

Tuesday, Aug. 12
4:44 p.m. – An officer 

responded to Federal Street 
for a report of a front bumper 
that was found which was 
believed to be part of a past 
accident. The officer ran the 
plate which came back to a 
previous accident. The per-
son involved later charged in 

leaving the scene of property 
damage accident. 

5:14 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Allen Road and 
Daniel Shays Highway for a 
report of an accident. A vehi-
cle traveling east on Allen 
Road stopped at the intersec-
tion of Route 202 where it 
struck a second vehicle. The 
operator of the first vehicle 
said they had their direction-
al on but wasn’t sure if the 
second vehicle had its blinker 
on. The second vehicle had 
stopped to turn left when the 
accident occurred. No tows 
were needed, and no injuries 
were reported. 

Wednesday, Aug. 13
3:17 p.m. – An offi-

cer responded to assist 
Belchertown fire and para-
medics. 

7:55 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a report of van-
dalism on a person. report-
ed another vehicle drove 
by them and threw a rock 
at the vehicle causing the 
windshield to crack. There 
was front and rear dash foot-
age. There was a dark Jeep 
Cherokee passing when the 
driver appeared to throw 
something. They tried to get 
a plate but wasn’t able to. 
The vehicle wasn’t located.

Thursday, Aug. 14
12:15 p.m. – An officer 

took a report of fraud. A 
resident reported an issue 
with an online company. 
They never got a package 
was ordered and not filled. 
The money was taken and 
it appeared the company is 
fraudulent the credit card 
company already. The matter 
was document.

5:16 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Brandywine 
Drive for a report of a stolen 
package. A resident ordered 
it and the delivery company 
said they never got the pack-
age and needed document for 
the retailer and the delivery 
company. 

Friday, Aug. 15
1:50 a.m. – An officer 

spoke with a resident in a 
parking lot that was having 
marital issues. 

4:12 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
State Street. A vehicle struck 
a parked vehicle in a park-
ing space. As the first vehicle 
attempted to pull into a spot, 
the operator of the parked 
vehicle opened their door, 
which was struck by the sec-
ond vehicle. No injuries were 
reported, and no tows were 
needed.

Saturday, Aug. 16
3:44 a.m.  – An offi-

cer responded to assist 
Belchertown fire and para-
medics for a mental health 
crisis. 

1:29 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of a person getting 
online messages, texts and 
phone calls from a person. 
The person blocked the 
involved person and advised 
the person of their rights. 

Sunday, Aug. 17
12:55 p.m. – An officer 

took a report of fraud. The 
resident said several checks 
were set against their bank 
account for payment. They 
still had the checks, so it 
was unknown for they were 
submitted to the bank. Their 
account was frozen, and the 
matter was documented. 

3:01 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a Depot Street 
business for a report of an 
accident in the parking lot. 
The operator struck a parked 
vehicle and was possibly 
impaired. The person was 
identified and evaluated by 
Belchertown fire and para-
medics. They were trans-
ported and the vehicle was 
towed. 

Monday, Aug. 18
8:47 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident on 
Main Street. A vehicle struck 
a deer while traveling north 
on Main Street. The deer 
then struck a motor vehicle. 
No injuries were reported, 
and no tows were needed. 

12:34 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of a fraudulent 
check. 

4:32 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of a fraudulent 
text. There was an archived 
message on a resident’s 
phone they believed was 
an attempted hack on their 
phone.

Tuesday, Aug. 19 
11:59 a.m. – An officer 

responded to a Turkey Hill 
Road business for a report 
of a vehicle broken into in 
the parking lot. The person 
said they exited, went into 
the business and returned to 
the vehicle to discover their 
dash cam was taken. There 
were no witnesses. There are 
no suspects at this time. 

Wednesday, Aug. 20
1:16 p.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident 
on State Street. A vehicle 
stopped at a traffic light at 
State and Front Street when 
it was struck by a second 
vehicle pulled a trailer. The 
second vehicle was traveling 
south on State Street when 
a third vehicle approached 
the intersection, causing the 
second to strike the first. The 
second vehicle was towed 
from the scene and no inju-
ries were reported. 

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS® Get 
the Good 

Stuff

$3499
/each

SAVE
UP TO

38%
Mobil 1TM Advanced 
Full Synthetic Motor Oil
5 qt. 10W30, 5W20, 5W30

            1 qt. 10W30, 5W20, 5W30, 5W50

 

$699
/each

lars and leashes from Lucy 
Fur Designs, a local 15 year-
old named Chloe they work 
with, giving attendees both 
functional and fashionable 
options for their pets.

For those looking for a 
personal keepsake, local art-
ist Greg Dawson offered a 
glimpse into his pet portrait 
work. Dawson, a semi-retired 
pastor and former art major, 
rediscovered his passion for 
painting about a decade ago. 
Since then, he has become 
known in the area for his 
hand-painted animal por-
traits. “It started as some-
thing I picked back up later 
in life,” Dawson said. “Now, 
it’s become a way for me to 
create something meaning-
ful for people who love their 
pets.”

In addit ion,  Harmony 
Acres Personalized Dog 
Training joined the lineup, 
offering tips, resources, and 
demonstrations for train-
ing and care. Watts noted 
that these local partners 
bring variety and expertise 
that make the event special. 
“Everyone here has a dif-
ferent piece of the puzzle: 
training, grooming, boarding, 
adoption, or art,” she said. 
“Together, it really shows 
how strong the local pet com-
munity is.”

For the brewery, Pints & 
Pups is about more than busi-
ness; it’s about fostering con-
nections. Eldridge said the 
brewery intends to host at 
least one or two more dog 
expos before winter. “We 
want to keep it going,” he 
said. “It’s fun for the commu-
nity, and it’s a way to support 
rescues and small businesses 
that share our values.”

With the sound of laugh-
ter, clinking glasses, and 
the occasional bark echo-
ing through the field, it was 

DOGS from page 10

clear the event succeeded in 
its mission. For Watts, who 
first met portrait artist Greg 
Dawson at a dog park and 
adopted her own rescue pup 
not long after, the day was 

especially rewarding.
“These dogs deserve a 

chance, and these businesses 
deserve the spotlight,” Watts 
said. “Pints & Pups bring it 
all together.”

Barking Bubbles: One of the owners, Sue Snyder, the groomer Michelle Decker.

Sue Kimball and her 8-month-old lab-mix, Lacy, Lacy was 
even adopted back in June from Better Together Dog Rescue.

Suki and Daisy Mae play fight.

Patrons gather underneath a tent to enjoy their brews and mingle among other dog lovers.

B E L C H E RT OW N  –  
Belchertown will host its 
first-ever Lake Wallace Fall 
Fest on Saturday, October 4, 
2025, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
This community celebration 
will feature three inclusive 
trail events: a 5K, a 1K, and 
an All Abilities Roll & Stroll 
designed to welcome partic-
ipants of all ages, abilities, 
and mobility levels.

Beyond the races, attend-
ees can enjoy celebrating 
the new enhancements to the 
Lake Wallace Sensory Trail, 
including expanded trail-
heads, a new Pocket Park, 
and original sculptures and 
benches created by local art-
ists. The day will also fea-
ture live music, food trucks, 
and local vendors.

The Lake Wallace Fall 
Fest is also an opportunity 
for the public to contribute 
to the Lake Wallace gift 
account, which supports 

trail maintenance, repairs, 
educational programming, 
and future expansions. 
Current funding priorities 
include:

- Installation of an infor-
mational kiosk with inclu-
sive educational materials

- Wayfinding & signage 
aligned with Belchertown’s 
branding plan

- Repairs to existing 
observation decks

- Trail cameras for secu-
rity, maintenance, and live 
nature viewing opportunities

Local businesses and 
individuals are invited to 
become sponsors or com-
munity partners to help 
ensure a memorable, inclu-
sive experience for all par-
ticipants. Sponsorship lev-
els range from Champion 
Donor ($500+) with premi-
um recognition, to general 
event sponsorship tiers start-
ing at $49.

For sponsorship details, 
contact  recreation@belcher-
town.org.

Donations can be made by 
mailing a check to: Town of 
Belchertown, Belchertown 
Recreation Department, 66 
State Street, Building #1, 
Belchertown, MA 01007

About the Lake Wallace 
Sensory Trail

T h e  L a k e  Wa l l a c e 
Sensory Trail is a fully 
a c c e s s i b l e ,  i n c l u s iv e 
nature trail in the heart of 
Belchertown, designed to 
welcome visitors of all ages 
and abilities. Featuring tac-
tile guide cables, Braille 
signage, and open viewing 
areas, it provides both pas-
sive and active recreation 
opportunities while con-
necting the community to 
the natural beauty of Lake 
Wallace.

Belchertown to host first-ever 
Lake Wallace Fall Fest on October 4

B E L C H E R T O N W 
– Our Quaboag Valley 
Relay for Life Luminaria 
Ceremony is September 
27 on the Belchertown 
Common and Belchertown 
United Church of Christ, 
starting at 6:30 p.m. in the 
church, then going out-
side to the common for 
the actual walk.  In case of 
bad weather, the walk will 
be in the church.

We are hoping to have 
lots of Luminarias lined 
up to light our way as 
we walk. You can donate 
$5 for each Luminaria 

you wish. They can be 
in honor or memory of a 
loved one. If you wish to 
donate for any please go to 
the following link: http://
main.acsevents.org/goto/
eleanoregray. 

Or mail a check to 
P.O.Box 924, Belchertown 
01007-0924.

Please remember the 
Cancer Survivors and the 
ones that have lost their 
battle with Cancer by 
donating to Luminarias.

All are invited to attend 
this very moving ceremo-
ny.

Relay for Life’s Luminaria 
ceremony coming Sept.  27

Firefighter’s 
Association to 
host golf tourney

T h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Firefighters’ Association is hav-
ing their 3rd annual golf tour-
nament at Cold Spring Country 
Club, 330 Chauncey Walker 
Street, Belchertown on Friday, 
October 3rd.   Registration is 
at 9 a.m., with a shotgun start 
at 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion, visit the Belchertown 
Fi re figh te rs ’  Assoc ia t ion 
Facebook page, send an email 
to Belchertownfireassociation@
gmail.com, or call Tanner 
Clark (413)  315-0003 or Kevin 
Vickers (413) 575-1072. 

Find new-to-you 
books, magazines, 
and more from 
Sept. 2 thru 30

GRANBY – Book  lov-
ers! Bargain Hunters! The 
Friends of the Granby Free 
Public Library will host 
their annual Month-Long 
Fal l   Book  Sale   dur ing 
September in the Community 
Room of  the  L ib ra ry. 
You will be able to choose 
from a large assortment of 
used and like-new hard-
cover, softcover, paper-
back  books, teen  books  and 
children’s  books, along with 
a selection of CDs, DVDs, 
video games and audiobooks. 
The sale will run during 
regular library hours from 

September 2 through 30. 
The Library is now accept-

ing donations of hardcover 
and paperback books, DVDs, 
music CDs, playable video 
games,  and audiobooks 
in good condition accept-
able for resale. The Library 
does not accept donations 
of: Textbooks, encyclope-
dias, Reader’s Digest  books, 
or  books  with smoke, mold, 
mildew, or water damage. 
Donations are accepted 
at the Library during open 
hours. Please do not leave 
donated  books  outside the 
library or in our book return. 
Donations accepted until 
August 28.  Thank you for 
your support! 

The Granby Free Public 
Library is located at 297 E 
State St, Granby, MA 01033. 
Visit  granbylibrary.org  for 
hours and more information. 

Fall book sale coming to 
Granby Free Public Library

Livy’s VIP 
Dance Oct. 5

LUDLOW – Livy’s 
VIP Dance, in support 
of a fundraiser for Rett 
Syndrome, will  take 
place on Sunday, Oct. 5, 
from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
Gremio Lusitano Club.

The special  dance 
is in memory of Livy, 
who succumbed to Rett 
Syndrome at the age of 
five.

Sparkle, shine and 
suppor t .  Music  and 
memories  wi th  VIP 
Princess guests.

To learn more, contact 
Maggie Wurm at mag-
gie@rsangels .org or 
Shanon at shanon.m.har-
dy@gmail.com.

To learn more about 
Rett Syndrome, visit 
rsangels.org.

For the event page, 
visit rsangels.org/event/
livys-v-i-p-dance/.
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ESTATE SALE
HUGE ESTATE SALE. 

Antiques, etc. 53 Russell Rd., 
Huntington (Rt. 20). 

August 30-31 & September 1.
 9am-4pm 

413-623-5327

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE
HUGE TAG SALE! Baby gear, clothes, 
household finds, and more! August 
30th-August 31st only 8am-5pm! Rain 
or shine! 560 South Washington St., 
Belchertown.

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 
413-206-8688.

ANTIQUES AND OLD
 STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN
BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #1045405

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers.
 508-882-0140

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Now is the time to get your AC, Heat-
ing & Water Heater cleanings before the 
winter. 413-275-4408

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

  MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of tree 
care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

COUNSELING
LIFE COACH BELLE

LIFECOACHBELLE@YAHOO.COM
413-330-4013

Helping you bring structure 
and meaning to your life.

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING 

AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks 
highly qualified applicants for the position 
of Executive Director. Responsibilities 
include the administration of 69 Chapter 
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter 
705 Family housing units. The Executive 
Director reports to a five-member Board of 
Commissioners.  Work schedule shall be 
a minimum of 22 hours per week during 
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00 
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive 
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’ 
Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have  two years’ 
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely 
related field. Knowledge of the principles 
and practices of housing management, 
finances and maintenance systems in 
public or private housing. Excellent written 
and verbal communication skills required.  
Willingness to work with people of various 
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be 
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a 
property manager or similar classification 
by a nationally recognized housing or real 
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD. 
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up 
to one year of experience. Applications will 
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025. 
Please submit cover letter, resume and 
contact information for 3 references to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Executive 
Director Search Committee, Wilbraham 
Housing Authority, 88 Stony Hill Road, Wil-
braham, MA 01095. Contact: Peter Mano-
lakis (413) 519-8195

Wilbraham Housing Authority is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

MAINTENANCE
20 to 25 hours per week.

Experience required in all aspects of 
property maintenance and repair. Work in-
cludes, but is not limited to: snow removal, 
electrical, plumbing, painting, carpentry, 
and grounds keeping.  Must be available 
every other week for on call emergen-
cy maintenance requests. Valid driver’s 
license and clean driving record. Profes-
sional references required.  Criminal back-
ground check required. Insurance and full 
state benefits package available.

Please submit resume to:
Wilbraham Housing Authority

88 Stony Hill Rd., 
Wilbraham, Ma 01095

Deadline for resumes 12 PM, September 
19, 2025. Equal Opportunity Employer

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil 
truck driver $35-$40/hr. full time or part-
time. Squier will provide help with en-
dorsements and CDL training for the right 
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5 
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

Town of Blandford 
Town of Blandford is hiring a 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the 
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18–$20/hr, based 
on experience. Communication, customer 
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com (413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Taxis
  5. Space Systems 

Command
  8. Plant seed by 

scattering
 11. Alliances
 13. Fiddler crabs
 14. Heroic tale
 15. Yemen capital
 16. Misleading 

gesture
 17. Cain and __
 18. Simple shoe
 20. Hundredweight
 21. Children’s toy in 

the snow
 22. Gets rid of
 25. Free of deceit
 30. Performed a 

dance
 31. Chinese 

philosophical 
principle

 32. Exaggerated
 33. Refrain from 

inflicting

 38. A doctrine 
 41. Can be subdued
 43. A place to bathe
 45. Land used for 

pasture
 48. Curved piece of 

iron
 49. Automobile
 50. Fencing sword
 55. Breezes through
 56. Child
 57. NBA legend 

Iverson
 59. Horsley and 

Iacocca are two
 60. Midway between 

northeast and 
east

 61. Spiritual leader 
of a Jewish 
congregation

 62. U.S. leader 
during much of 
WW2

 63. Lair
 64. Fibrous 

material

CLUES DOWN
  1. Home of “60 

Minutes”
  2. Expression of 

sorrow or pity
  3. __ fide: legitimate
  4. Immune response
  5. Assistance and 

support
  6. Glared
  7. Spanish saloon
  8. Pitch black
  9. S-shaped lines
 10. Statistical test
 12. __ Paulo, city
 14. Graduation garb
 19. A way to record
 23. Not good
 24. Weather events
 25. A pituitary 

hormone
 26. Jamie Foxx film
 27. Rocker’s 

accessory
 28. One point east 

(clockwise) of due 
north

 29. One who obtains 
pleasure from 
another’s pain

 34. Consume
 35. Licensed for Wall 

Street
 36. Sick
 37. Israeli city __ Aviv
 39. Removed the 

husk
 40. Mass of rocks and 

sediment
 41. Two-year-old 

sheep
 42. Area units
 44. Prison overseer
 45. Walked
 46. Wartime escort 

aircraft carrier
 47. Tax
 48. 50 percent
 51. Swiss river
 52. Tattle
 53. Actor Idris
 54. Resist authority 

(slang)
 58. Egg of a louse

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES� ❚ OBITUARY�

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

8/6/75-8/10/25

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
Richard “Rick” 
C o v i l l e  o f 
B e l c h e r t o w n  
p a s s e d  a w a y 
peacefully with 
his loving fam-
ily by his side 
on August 10, 
2025. Rick was 
the youngest of 
three and grew 
up in Palmer, 
with his two sisters. As a 
youth, he played football 
for the Palmer Cowboys. He 
graduated from Palmer High 
School in 1993, where he 
played football and hockey 
and then went on to work 
as an apprentice plumber. 
Rick continued to excel at 
his craft as a plumber and 
was also skilled in all HVAC 
capacities. Rick was very 
hardworking and always 
willing to take on any job 
with great knowledge and 
dedication. He loved work-
ing for his current employ-
er,  DF P lumbing  and 
Mechanical Contractors in 
Belchertown, MA, where he 
has many friends. His strong 
work ethic and unwaver-

ing humor will be greatly 
missed by his team. 

Rick was predeceased by 
h i s  g randpar-
ents, Mary and 
Richard Coville, 
Sr; Elaine and 
Donald Brunelle; 
h i s  f a t h e r , 
Richard Coville, 
Jr; and stepfather, 
Robert Hafner. 
Rick is survived 
by his two chil-
dren, Alexis Eve 

Coville and Ayden Joseph 
Coville; his mother, Melodie 
Hafner of Belchertown; his 
sisters and brothers-in-law, 
Jennifer and Kevin Lynch of 
Wilbraham; Kimberly and 
Kyle Cote of Warren; his 
stepbrother, Gregory Hafner 
of Las Vegas, NV; his neph-
ew, Matthew Dreisch; his 
nieces, Mackenzie Fagan 
and Molly Lynch; and many 
aunts, uncles and cousins, 
locally and in California. 

Rick is loved by many for 
his humor, his quick-witted 
nature, and his personable 
demeanor. He made every 
occasion more fun. Rick 
was also very generous with 
a heart of gold and would 
help anyone in need. 

Rick was a devoted Red 
Sox baseball fan his whole 
life. He also loved football 
and was a fan of the Green 
Bay Packers.  His favorite 
pastime was playing golf. 
He always loved spending 
his leisure time on the golf 
course. He was an amateur 
chef at home with a natural 
talent for cooking. For many 
summers, Rick and his sis-
ters took their children on 
an annual beach trip, and 
he would be up early each 
morning to cook breakfast 
for everyone. He loved his 
family and took pride in car-
ing for his children. 

Rick wil l  a lways be 
remembered for making 
people laugh and for making 
life so much more enjoy-
able. He is loved for so 
many reasons and is greatly 
missed by his family with 
profound sadness. The fami-
ly is keeping final plans pri-
vate. 

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a 
“Celebration of Life” event 
to honor Rick’s memory in 
October. Further informa-
tion to follow. 

Richard John CovilleBelchertown
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, September 
8, 2025 at 7:00 PM in the Law-
rence Memorial Hall Auditori-
um, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Notice of Intent permit 
application submitted by M & G 
Land Development c/o J & P En-
gineering Services for the pro-
posed work to construct a sin-
gle family home and associated 
facilities at Lot 6 Jensen Street 
(Assessor’s Map 249-27) in 
Belchertown. Work is proposed 
to occur within the 100-foot Buf-
fer Zone to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands. Anyone interested in 
this matter should appear at the 
time and place designated.
08/28/2025

Belchertown
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, September 
8, 2025 at 7:00 PM in the Law-
rence Memorial Hall Auditori-
um, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Notice of Intent permit 
application submitted by M & G 
Land Development c/o J & P En-
gineering Services for the pro-
posed work to construct a sin-
gle family home and associated 
facilities at Lot 7 Jensen Street 
(Assessor’s Map 249-27) in 
Belchertown. Work is proposed 
to occur within the 100-foot Buf-
fer Zone to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands. Anyone interested in 
this matter should appear at the 
time and place designated.
08/28/2025

Belchertown
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, Septem-
ber 8, 2025 at 7:00 PM in the 
Lawrence Memorial Hall Audi-
torium, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability permit 
application submitted by Frank 
and Lisa Byrne for the proposed 
work to remove a hazardous 
tree at 51 Lake Drive (Asses-
sor’s Map 102-96) in Belcher-
town. Work is proposed to oc-
cur within the 100-foot Buffer 
Zone to wetland resource areas. 
Anyone interested in this matter 
should appear at the time and 
place designated.
08/28/2025

Belchertown
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, September 
8, 2025 at 7:00 PM in the Law-
rence Memorial Hall Auditori-
um, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability permit 
application submitted by Paul 
Goulas for the proposed work 
to construct a duplex and asso-
ciated facilities at Lot 117 Am-
herst Road (Assessor’s Map 
216-117) in Belchertown. Work 
is proposed to occur near the 
Riverfront Area to Scarborough 
Brook. Anyone interested in this 
matter should appear at the time 
and place designated.
08/28/2025

Notice of Public Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

LocalStorage Granby will sell 
the contents of the storage units 
listed below at a public auction 
to satisfy a lien placed on the 
contents (pursuant to the Mas-
sachusetts Lien Law. General 
Laws Part I, Administration of 
the Government. Title XV Reg-
ulation of Trade Chapter 105A. 
Self-Service Storage Facility. 
The sale will take place at the 
website http://www.StorageTrea-
sures.com. The sale will be con-
ducted on http://www.StorageT-
reasures.com, under the guidance 
of Christopher Rosa (AU005857) 
on behalf of the facility’s man-
agement. Units will be available 
for viewing prior to the sale on 
http://www.StorageTreasures.
com. All sales are final. Seller re-
serves the right to withdraw the 
property at any time before the 
sale or to refuse any bids. The 
property to be sold is described 
as general household items un-
less otherwise noted.

LocalStorage Granby, 138 
W State St, Granby, MA 
01033, will list storage units on 
the website http://www.Stor-
ageTreasures.com until sold or 
disposed of on September 11, 
2025, 10:00 AM.

#081 Montanez, Jeffrey: over-
sized toolbox 

#124 Del Rio, Cesar: Nissan 
Maxima body, drive train, tires, 
car parts 

#164 Sutherland, Admiral: dirt 
bike, speakers, bags, tools 

#182 Sourdiffe, Brian: mini 
bike, tools, clothing 

#730 Carter, Wayne: mattress, 
baby toys, fishing poles, furniture
08/28, 09/04/2025

DEATH NOTICE

Richard John Coville 
Died August 10, 2025

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

beach players in history; 
Dimitar Karov of Bulgaria, 
a trailblazing men’s indoor 
player; Ivan Miljkovi of 
Serbia, a powerful and pro-
lific scorer on the men’s 
indoor stage; Rosa García 
Rivas of Peru, a legendary 
women’s indoor player; 
Francesca Piccinini of Italy, 

a beloved women’s indoor 
star; Jürgen Wagner of 
Germany, an Olympic med-
al-winning beach volleyball 
coach; Barry Couzner of 
Australia, a transformative 
leader in ParaVolley; and 
Guillermo “Willy” Paredes 
of Argentina, a respected 
international referee.

In addition to this extraor-
dinary class of inductees, 

five special award win-
ners will also be recog-
nized for their outstanding 
contributions to the sport. 
Joop Alberda will receive 
the Mintonette Medallion 
of  Meri t  Award,  Peter 
Diamond wil l  be  pre-
sented with the Mayoral 
Award for  Excel lence, 
Paul Sunderland will be 
honored with the Award 

for Media Excellence, the 
Court of Honor Award will 
go to PAVO – Professional 
Association of Volleyball 
Offic ia ls ,  and Elegant 
Affairs will be recognized 
with the William G. Morgan 
Award.  

VOLLEY from page 13
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ROOFING

GUTTERS

WINDOWS

SIDING
ENTRY DOORS

COLUMNS

GARAGE DOORS

*With approved credit. Call for details.

REQUEST A FREE ESTIMATE

FLEXIBLE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

413-485-7335 

Belchertown • Westfield  
Adams

A BEAUTIFUL HOME STARTS HERE

w i n n e r

Gazette

ChoiCe
Readers

2025

A DHG Special Section BEST HOME RENOVATOR 
BEST WINDOWS & DOORS

BEST LOCAL GREEN  
CONSTRUCTION  

COMPANY

#1 WINDOW & DOOR 
INSTALLATION

#1 GARAGE DOOR 
INSTALLATION

ROOFER FINALIST


