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Event proceeds 
benefit park 
renovations

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer 

BELCHERTOWN – A 
fundraiser organized by 
Thierry’s Skate Shop and 
Eileen Martinez will be held 
in the memory of local res-
ident Daniel Martinez.  The 
event will take place at the 
local Belchertown Municipal 
Skate Park on Sunday, Aug. 
23 from 1 to 4 p.m.  Event 
proceeds will go towards park 
renovation and repair, with 
surplus money going towards 
installing additional facilities 
to supplement the park.

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – The Food 
Mobile on Aug. 14 was 
held at Church of Christ 
Congregational.  The mobile 
combats food scarcity within 
the region, providing donat-
ed food to struggling fami-
lies who came prepared with 
reusable shopping bags.

“How it mainly got start-

ed is with the Granby to Go 
program,” said Granby to 
Go Program Manager Judy 
DeLong.  “We noticed in 
November, when the govern-
ment shut down, that families 
were struggling even more 
than what they usually were.”

DeLong reached out to 
Granby to Go volunteers 
and non-profit organiza-
tion Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors to help “put some-

thing together.”  The first 
mobile was coordinated in 
November and was held at 
Kellogg Hall.  She described 
the initial service as “like a 
drive-through.”

“We noticed that also in 
the community, there were a 
lot of elderly that were also 
in need of food,” DeLong 
said.

“It’s been a blessing to 
many in the community,” 

said Granby Church of Christ 
Christian Education Director 
and Co-Chair of Missions 
Tasondra Jardine.  Jardine 
also is the co-president of 
both the Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors and Granby to 
Go’s boards.  “We average 
providing food to between 40 
to 48 families per mobile in 
an hour.”

fights food insecurity in region
Granby Food MobileGranby Food Mobile

Has resulted in 
cost savings

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
town has exceeded state ener-
gy reduction targets under 

the Green Communities pro-
gram, cutting municipal ener-
gy use more than 20% from 
2009 levels. But local energy 
leaders warn that future gains 
will require costly upgrades 
beyond “low-hanging fruit.”

During an update to the 
Selectboard, the Energy and 
Sustainability Committee 

reported strong progress in 
building and streetlight sav-
ings, contrasted with rising 
fleet and high school energy 
use. Members outlined com-
pliance achievements, struc-
tural barriers, and potential 
next steps including solar and 
stricter building codes.

Committee chair John 

Piekara said the town has met 
and exceeded its reduction 
target in each of the last three 
fiscal years, based on data 
drawn from the state’s Mass 
Energy Insight system.

“The goal was to be below 
20% in energy usage from 
the 2009 usage… and right 
now we’re at 23.3%… we’ve 

pretty much surpassed that 
every year,” Piekara said. 
“With 2023 being the best 
year, about 31% reduction, 
2024 being a 27% reduc-
tion and 2025 being a 23.3% 
reduction.” 

Energy and Sustainability 
Committee member Mim 
Plavin-Masterman explained 

that the town’s performance 
is measured in MMBTUs, 
a standard unit that allows 
electricity, oil and other 
energy sources to be tracked 
together.

“You’re going to see me 
present some numbers that 

Belchertown surpasses state energy reduction goals

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

GRANBY – The Granby 
Select Board gathered on 
Aug. 10 to discuss recent 
town developments.  Town 
Administrator Ron Aponte 
announced the senior center 
parking lot was undergoing 
some ceiling maintenance, 
which is scheduled to occur 
either by the weekend of 
Aug. 15 or should “Mother 
Nature not cooperate,” on 
the weekend of Aug. 22.

“Just  as a heads up, 
there’ll be no parking in here 
just in case someone wants 
to come in and do some 
work over the weekend,” 
Aponte said and mentioned 
building inspector concerns 
regarding information not 
being submitted to them “in 
the correct format or on a 
timely enough basis.”

Aponte expressed intent to 
organize a meeting between 
the Board of Assessors and 
the building inspector to 
“make sure everyone was on 
the same page” and to avoid 
further miscommunications 
between the two depart-
ments.  The town adminis-
trator also mentioned he 
met with “certain members” 
of the ongoing West Street 
Building project regarding 
IT costs submitted for the 
future municipal headquar-
ters.

Aponte summarized the 
meeting as “very strange.”  
He described the quoted 

hardware costs as “very 
reasonable” though the 
projected labor costs were 
“astronomically through the 
roof.”  With an expressed 
desire for a “little bit more 
cons i s t ency”  be tween 
pricing and labor, Aponte 
reported he was still waiting 
to hear back from them.

“More or less, we told 
them to sharpen their pen-
cils,” Aponte said.

The town administrator 
also provided an update 
on the new municipal 
building’s security sys-
tems. Though the Select 
Board had originally cho-
sen Rackcliff as the main 
contractors to install cam-
eras and the “entry security 
systems” on the premises, 
Aponte informed the Board 
the company was not on the 
state bid list.

“We were under the 
assumption that they were, 
but we found out that 
they’re not,” Aponte said.

After reaching out to 
other vendors it turned out 
Ochers, who also was in 
the bidding for the cable 
poll installation at the site, 
offered a better price for 
the full security solution.  
Aponte called the reve-
lation a “fortuitous error.”  
As he concluded his report, 
Aponte also reported the 
building inspector met last 
week with insurance rep-

TA provides updates 
on West Street

Daniel Martinez
Fundraiser honors nemory of local skater Cultural 

Council 
hosting 
movie night

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

G R A N B Y  –  T h e 
Granby Cultural Council is 
hosting a free movie night 
on August 28 at Cindy’s 
Drive-In campus.  The 
large outdoor screen will 
be playing “Indiana Jones 
and the Raiders of the Lost 
Arc” in the field behind 
the town famous ice cream 
stand.  Cultural Council 
chair Joanna Delphia rec-
ommends attendees bring 
blankets, lawn chairs and 
friends.

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
 Smiling volunteers prepare to do their part.

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
A fundraiser is being held to help pay for 
repairs at the Belchertown Skate Park.

Please see ENERGY, page 2

Please see SKATE PARK, 
page  5

Please see UPDATES, 
page 3

Please see MOVIE 
NIGHT, page  13
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Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks

Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Our Own: Beans, Blueberries, Carrots, Corn, Radishes, 
Peaches, Tomatoes, Yellow & Green Squashes, Leaf Lettuce, 

Pickles, Scallions, Beets, Cucumbers & Watermelons
Delicata, Acorn, Butternut Squash

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 • www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm • Sun. 8am-6pm

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN

Hybrid Public Hearing – 
Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 6:35 PM

Select Board Meeting Room
Town Hall – 2 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA 01007

Remote Access Information
You can join this meeting from 

your computer, tablet or smartphone at:

https://meet.goto.com/377465909
You can also dial in using your phone:

United States: +1 (872) 240-3412; Access Code: 377-465-909

Belchertown FY22/23 CDBG Performance Hearing 
            

The Belchertown Select Board, in association with the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission, will conduct a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
September 8th, 2026, starting at 6:35 pm. The hearing will be conducted 
in a hybrid format, and interested parties may attend in person at the 
Belchertown Town Hall or join via the Go To Meeting link or phone number 
provided above. 

The hearing will review the FY22/23 Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) awarded to the Town of Belchertown through funding 
provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
and awarded by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities. The funding provided is supporting infrastructure 
improvements at the Sportshaven mobile home community. Construction 
includes water and septic system improvements and paving of the 
roadway.  

All people with questions or comments will have an opportunity to 
be heard. The Belchertown Town Hall is handicapped accessible and 
interested parties are also encouraged to participate via the web address 
or phone number provided above. Written comments will be received 
by the Planning Commission on behalf of the Town through September 
8th at 2:00 PM. Written comments will be read aloud during the hearing. 
For further information or to submit a written comment, contact Erica 
Johnson at the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission at (413) 781-6045 or 
ejohnson@pvpc.org.  

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

are MMBTUs… a standard-
ized unit of measurement… 
so towns and cities can mea-
sure their usage over time in 
an apples-to-apples way… 
all of it gets converted with 
a formula in the Mass Energy 
Ins ight  da tabase ,”  sa id 
Plavin-Masterman.

Plavin-Masterman reported 
that the town is in full com-
pliance with all five Green 
Communities criteria, includ-
ing siting, expedited permit-
ting for clean energy facil-
ities, adoption of an energy 
reduction plan, fuel‑efficient 
vehicle purchasing and the 
state’s stretch building code.

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s 

highlighted building and 
streetlight performance as 
strengths, noting reductions 
on the order of 28 to 39% for 
buildings and roughly 55% 
for street lighting, according 
to their slide deck.

However, the presentation 
underscored two persistent 
concerns, the Belchertown 
High School’s energy use and 

the town’s vehicle fleet.
Plavin-Masterman said 

school buildings, particular-
ly the high school, remain 
the largest municipal energy 
users even after lighting ret-
rofits, in part because they 
still rely on oil for heating 
and face high capital costs for 
deeper upgrades.

“They have… oil that’s… 
a lot of the heat for the high 
school for the school build-
ings across the board… that’s 
really just expensive and con-
tinues to get more expensive, 
not less,” she said. “And so 
that’s a challenge.” 

She added that the high 
school has bid documents for 
retro‑commissioning, but the 
scale of work is comparable 
to multi‑million‑dollar proj-
ects undertaken in other dis-
tricts.

On the vehicle side, the 
town has begun transition-
ing to more efficient models, 
including its first fully elec-
tric municipal vehicle, but 
overall fleet energy use has 
risen above the 2009 base-
line.

 “The first fully electric 
vehicle purchase was a Tesla 
Model Y… and that was 
that’s the town’s first full 
EV,” Plavin-Masterman said.

Plavin-Masterman told the 
board that Belchertown has 
already captured most of the 
low‑cost efficiency gains, 
from LED retrofits and street-
light conversions to targeted 
upgrades in key facilities.

“We’ve done a lot of the 
low hanging fruit, and get-
ting to the next level is going 
to take a lot of investment… 
we’re sort of in this uncan-
ny valley… it’s going to take 
a lot to get to the next… 
phase,” she said.

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s 
identified several high‑in-
tensity energy users on a 
per‑square‑foot basis, includ-
ing the transfer station, the 
EMS building and the senior 
center, driven by compactors, 
round‑the‑clock occupancy 
and older cold‑storage equip-
ment.

They a lso  noted that 
rooftop solar remains an 
underused option for munic-

ipal buildings. One example 
is the fire station, where pan-
els were removed during a 
roof project and not yet rein-
stalled.

Committee members said 
they are drawing on out-
side resources to shape next 
steps, including Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
meetings, a regional energy 
manager and a recently over-
hauled Mass Energy Insight 
platform that allows towns to 
compare their performance to 
other municipalities.

Piekara suggested that 
the town could also exam-
ine whether to adopt a 
more stringent stretch code 
beyond the current Green 
Communities requirement 
but warned that it may be dif-
ficult for a mid‑sized com-
munity to meet.

“There is another stretch 
code, but it’s… the next 
level… It’s difficult for like 
a town our size to support 
something like that,” he said. 
“There’s a lot more restric-
tions on what’s required for 
new buildings and existing 
buildings… it’s tough to 
meet those standards, and not 
too many towns have actual-
ly… gone on that.” 

Throughout the discussion, 
both committee members and 
Selectboard emphasized that 
continued progress will like-
ly depend on external fund-
ing, including state and fed-
eral grants for major school 
and infrastructure upgrades, 
as well as more aggres-
sive use of renewables and 
regional planning support.

ENERGY from page 1

BELCHERTOWN—The 
Belchertown Community 
Energy Choice program just 
passed the two-year mark 
since the program launched 
in June 2024. With this town 
program, residents and busi-
nesses are allowed to band 
together and buy their elec-
tricity in bulk, offering lower 
supply rates, more renewable 
energy content and stable 
pricing. 

Cur ren t ly,  t he re  a r e 
4,511 residential accounts 
enrolled in the program. 
The majority (88%) are on 
the Belchertown Standard 
default option with a supply 
rate of 13.37 cents / kWhr 

and 10% more renewable 
energy content than the State 
standard. This amounts to a 
collective savings of approx-
imately $1,265,900 for town 
residents over the last two 
years compared to National 
Grid supply rates over that 
period. More good news is 
in the carbon displacement 
savings. Associated CO2 dis-
placement savings amounted 
to 4,200,000 lbs since pro-
gram launch. This is equiv-
alent to greenhouse gas 
emissions from 444 gasoline 
powered passenger vehicles 
driven for 1 year, or carbon 
offset of 31,500 trees over a 
year, or emissions from 256 

homes’ energy use for one 
year. Figures are approxi-
mate and provided by Good 
Energy, program consultant.

The savings will be even 
more beginning in August as 
the National Grid basic sup-
ply rate will be going up to 
17.185 cents per kWh begin-
ning Aug. 1 through Jan. 31, 
2027. The BCEC program 
rates are locked in through 
the end of 2027. 

Even more carbon offset 
can be achieved by enroll-
ing in the Belchertown 100 
option, which offers a 100% 
renewable energy supply for 
less than a penny more than 
the Belchertown Standard 

rate (14.31 cents / kWhr 
for Belchertown 100) and 
still less than the National 
Grid basic supply rate, now 
at 17.185 cents / kWhr. For 
those that have chosen to go 
100% renewable through a 
third-party electricity supply 
service, the Belchertown 100 
tends to be the better value 
when comparing rates.

Three things you can do 
to save money and help the 
environment depending on 
your situation:

•  Check the second page 
of your electric bill.  If it 
does not say Belchertown 
Community Energy Choice 
under the Supply Services 

section or National Grid is 
still listed as your suppli-
er, consider enrolling in the 
town program.

•  To maximize environ-
mental benefit, consider opt-
ing up to the Belchertown 
100 choice. It is an easy and 
cost-effective action you can 
take to help protect the envi-
ronment.

•   I f  you are  wi th  a 
third-party supplier for your 
100% renewable source, 
check when your contract 
renews and make the switch 
to the Belchertown 100 
option. 

Enroll and learn more at 
Energy.Belchertown.org.

Belchertown Community Energy Choice program year two
❚ COMMUNITY�

Belchertown 
Skate Park 
jam Aug. 23

BELCHERTOWN— The 
Belchertown Skate Park Jam 
will be held on Sunday, Aug. 
23 from 1 to 4 p.m. at 66 
State St. in Belchertown. 

The Skatepark Jam will be 
held in memory of Daniel 
Martinez.

This event will take place 
to help fund the ground 
resurfacing of the park.

There will be a Best Trick 
competition, DJ, raffles and 
donations accepted.
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The Town of Belchertown

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE

COLLECTION DAY
Saturday, 

September 12, 2026
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

LOCATION: 
DPW, 290 Jackson St.

(Highway Garage Location)
TIME: 

9 a.m. - 12 p.m. (noon)
Vehicles arriving after noon will not be accepted

*PAYMENT IS DUE 
AT TIME OF EVENT.*

CASH/CHECKS.
(Payable to Town of Belchertown)

For a registration form and a list of 
DO/DON’T ITEMS VISIT:

https://www.belchertown.org/206/
Hazardous-Waste-Day-Information

SURROUNDING TOWNS 
ARE INVITED TO TAKE PARTT

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS, 
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

resentatives and stated 
early indications suggested 
“things went well.”

“We had all the proper 
documentation in place,” 
Aponte said and stated the 
International Organization 

for Standardization analysts 
seemed “pleased” with the 
presentation.  Though he 
was hesitant to conclude the 
project was in the clear, he 
appeared optimistic about 
the results.

“Of course, we won’t 
know for sure until we actu-

ally receive the report back, 
probably in a few weeks, 
but that’s important for 
the insurance rates for the 
entire town,” Aponte said.  
“Not just necessarily the 
municipality and municipal 
buildings, but across the 
board.”

UPDATES from page 1

BELCHERTOWN—The 
Belchertown Select Board 
is looking for citizens inter-
ested in sharing their exper-
tise by serving on a Town 
Board/Committee.   If you 
have time and are interested 
in getting involved in your 
Town’s activities, please sub-
mit a letter of interest to:  The 
Office of the Select Board 
and Town Manager, The 
Finnerty House, One South 
Main Street, P.O. Box 670, 
Belchertown, MA 01007 or 
by email to selectboard@
belchertown.org (unless oth-
erwise indicated below).  You 
may also submit a volunteer 
form on our website:  https://
www.belchertown.org/374/
Volunteer 

  All vacancies are posted 
until filled.

 
The Town wishes to fill the 

following vacancies:
Agricultural Commis-

sion: The Town wishes to 
fill one (1) associate mem-
ber seat on the Agricultural 
Commission. This commis-
sion promotes agricultur-
al-based economic opportu-
nities; preserves, revitalizes 
and sustains the Belchertown 
agricultural industries, and 
encourages the pursuit of 
agriculture as a career oppor-
tunity and lifestyle.

Capital Improvement 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e :   
The Town wishes to fill 

one (1) seat on the Capital 
I m p r ove m e n t  P l a n n i n g 
Committee. Those inter-
ested must be Belchertown 
residents with demonstrated 
knowledge of construction, 
facility maintenance, fleet 
management, architecture, 
engineering, or a related field.

Communications Com-
mittee: The Belchertown 
Communication Committee 
is looking for one (1) new 
member to help shape how 
our town shares news and 
stays connected. This group 
has supported projects like 
the Belchertown.org upgrade, 
Carriagetown Chronicles, and 
installing a broader social 
media strategy. We’re seek-
ing residents with everyday 
skills in communications, 
document preparation, acces-
sibility, social media, or tech-
nology - especially individu-
als with practical experience 
using AI in workplace or 
business settings, to support 
the careful and responsible 
adoption of these tools in 
town government.

C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m -
mission:    The Town of 
Belchertown is current-
ly seeking to fill a vacancy 
on the Conservation Com-
mission. The Commission 
is a volunteer board that 
reviews projects that fall 
under jurisdiction of the 
Wetlands Protection Act 

and local Bylaw. The posi-
tion requires attending meet-
ings every second and fourth 
Monday of the month, a basic 
comprehension of the local, 
state, and federal wetlands 
regulations, and occasional 
site visits. Qualified candi-
dates have also demonstrat-
ed an interest, expertise, or 
experience in environmental 
protection. Commissioners 
must also have a willingness 
to attend training sessions, 
gain the relevant knowledge 
in a timely fashion, remain 
current, and generally make 
the necessary time commit-
ment. If interested, please 
send a letter of interest to the 
Conservation Department at 
conservation@belchertown.
org. Any questions call the 
office at 413-323-0405.

 There are also two vacan-
cies for associate members, 
who although are not vot-
ing members, they can gain 
knowledge and experience 
and could be elevated to a 
voting member in the future

Energy and Sustain-
ability Committee:  The 
Town wishes to fill one (1) 
full member vacancy on the 
Energy and Sustainability 
Committee.   Its purpose is 
to develop and recommend 
sound energy and sustain-
ability programs and poli-
cies for the Town. Energy 
relates to the fuel choices we 
make for buildings, vehicles, 

and industry. Sustainability 
means meeting our own 
needs without compromising 
the ability of future genera-
tions to meet their own needs. 
Visit their webpage at www.
belchertown.org.

Family Center Com-
mittee:   The Belchertown 
Family Center Committee 
is seeking passionate, ser-
vice-minded individuals 
to fill two (2) active voting 
member positions. This com-
mittee is charged with over-
sight of the Belchertown 
Family Center and its support 
programming for families, 
and is actively working to 
create a breadth of resources 
for our community.

 
  Memorial Committee:   

The Town wishes to fill a 
vacancy on the Memorial 
Committee.    This com-
mittee ensures placement, 
care and maintenance to all 
town memorials and monu-
ments on property owned or 
maintained by the Town of 
Belchertown.

 
  MVP Housing Trust:   

The Town of Belchertown is 
seeking three (3) residents 
to serve as Trustees on the 
Belchertown Affordable and 
Resilient Housing Trust Fund 
Board of Trustees, along-
side one (1) member of the 
Belchertown Selectboard 
and one (1) member of the 

Belchertown Planning Board.
This is a public charita-

ble trust for the purpose of 
creating, preserving, rehabil-
itating and supporting com-
munity housing as defined in 
Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 44B, for the benefit 
of low- and moderate-income 
households in the Town of 
Belchertown. 

As a Trustee, you’ll have 
the opportunity to make a 
lasting impact on the com-
munity by helping preserve 
safe, stable housing for 
Belchertown homeowners. 
Trustees work together to 
establish policies, evaluate 
funding opportunities, build 
community partnerships, and 
guide the Trust’s efforts to 
help homeowners maintain 
and improve their existing 
homes.

Once the board has been 
appointed, the frequency, 
dates, and times of meetings 
will be determined by the 
Board of Trustees.

Applicants are required to 
be residents of Belchertown, 
and those who possess pro-
fessional or personal experi-
ence in affordable housing, 
real estate, banking, finance, 
architecture, climate resil-
ience or social services are 
desirable.

For more information on 
the Belchertown Affordable 
and  Res i l i en t  Hous ing 
Trust, please visit https://
www.belchertown.org/786/

Affordable-and-Resilient-
Housing-Trust 

 
  Scholarship Committee:   

The Town wishes to fill 
t h e  H o m e  S c h o o l i n g 
Representative seat on the 
Scholarship Committee.   If 
you are interested in serving 
in this capacity, please submit 
a letter of interest. 

 
 Taxation Aid Committee: 

The Town is looking to 
fill one (1) vacancy on the 
Taxation Aid Committee.   
This is a one-year appoint-
ed volunteer position which 
will consist of the Chair of 
the Board of Assessors, the 
Treasurer/Collector, and three 
residents from Town with 
the purpose of defraying the 
real estate taxes of elderly 
and disabled persons of low 
income and which shall be 
funded by voluntary dona-
tions made by taxpayers 
through an earmark on their 
real estate and motor vehicle 
excise tax bills.

 
  Z o n i n g  B o a r d  o f 

Appeals:   The Town wish-
es to fill two (2) openings 
for associate member seats 
on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  The ZBA is respon-
sible for hearing and deciding 
on applications for Special 
Permits ,  Var iances  and 
Appeals from decisions of the 
Zoning Enforcement Officer/
Building Inspector.   

Belchertown Select Board announces board/committee vacancies
❚ COMMUNITY�

GRANBY – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church in 
Granby will be having their 
Summerfest on Sunday, 
Aug. 23 from 12 to 4 p.m.   
Chicken dinner is $15 and 

includes a half bbq chicken, 
baked potato and corn on the 
cob, as well as dessert and 
bottled  water.   Hamburgers 
and hot dogs will also be 
available.   Raffles prizes 

including $500, $250, $100.   
Raffle baskets, bake sale, 
kids games, prizes, lottery 
trees and more.   Fun for the 
whole family.

Church hosting summer event on Aug. 23
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AMHERST—The Fine 
Arts Center’s visual arts pro-
gram will present a diverse 
slate of exhibitions this fall, 
bringing together interna-
tionally recognized artists, 
emerging and midcareer 
talents, and student voices 
across three campus galler-
ies.

The 2026-2027 visual arts 
season will feature 15 exhi-
bitions at the University 
Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Augusta Savage Gallery 
and Hampden Gallery, with 
work spanning painting, 
sculpture,  photography, 
fiber arts, sound installation 
and interdisciplinary prac-
tice. Receptions, artist talks, 
workshops and other public 
programs will offer audienc-
es opportunities to engage 
directly with artists and their 
work.

 
Augusta Savage Gallery

Augusta Savage Gallery 
opens the semester with a 
three-week run of “Surveying 
Gravi ty :  A Mir ror  for 
Growing Contradictions” by 
Justin Randolph Thompson, 
on view Sept. 4–25, with a 
reception on Sept. 10. The 
show is an exploration of leg-

acy and remembering, told 
through Thompson’s rela-
tionship with his grandfather 
Randolph W. Bromery, the 
former UMass chancellor for 
whom the Fine Arts Center’s 
main building is named

Oct. 2 through Nov. 13, the 
gallery will showcase quilted 
portraits and other artworks 
by Desmond Beach in “The 
Souls of Black Folk.” The 
exhibition explores what it 
means to protect and honor 
Black bodies who are subject 
to systemic injustice in the 
United States.

Later in the semester, 
from Nov. 20 through Dec. 
9, UMass graduate student 
Farihah Aliyah Shah embarks 
on an exploration of cultural, 
land and personal memory 
through photography, video 
and sound. The multimedia 
project traces Shah’s connec-
tions to Canada and Guyana.

 
Hampden Gallery

On view Sept. 8 through 
Dec. 15 at Hampden Gallery, 
“Ghosts, Echoes, and Other 
Wonders” showcases the 
work of local printmak-
er Anita S. Hunt. Bringing 
together old and new prints, 
drawings, collages and paper 
sculptures, the exhibition 

explores Hunt’s relationship 
with rural New England.

Meanwhile, in the gallery’s 
intimate Incubator Project 
Space, digital photographs 
by Mexico City-based art-
ist Álvaro Alejandro López 
invite viewers to encounter 
the book as both a material 
object and a living score that 
each reader brings to life. A 
reception for López’s “De 
Natural Libris” and Hunt’s 
exhibition will be held Sept. 
17.

This semester, Hampden 
Gallery continues its empha-
sis on advancing the careers 
of artists at all levels through 
a series of hands-on work-
shops led by local artists, and 
its craft studio that is open 
to all students and the public 
during regular gallery hours.

 
University Museum 

of Contemporary Art
The University Museum 

of Contemporary Art opens 
Sept. 15 with two single 
artist exhibitions and one 
group exhibition, all running 
through Dec. 13.

“Athena LaTocha: Buried 
Heat” features a series of ten 
sand-cast iron sculptures. 
Known for her large scale 

drawings — described by 
the New York Times as art 
that “reads the land in deep 
time” — LaTocha places a 
renewed emphasis on her 
sculptural works, which she 
developed through vigorous 
research into the geography, 
history and cultures of the 
Mesabi iron range for which 
they are named. The sculp-
tures will be shown alongside 
two monumental works on 
paper that convey the artist’s 
emotional and intellectual 
response to the land.

In the West Gallery, the 
museum will display cos-
tumes and works of art by 
mul t id isc ip l inary  ar t i s t 
Dianne Smith in a show that 
draws on Smith’s Belizean 
heritage, “Sonic Futures, 
Radiant Bodies” envision-
ing Black futurity through 
photography, sound, perfor-
mance, sculpture and ritu-
al. And in the East Gallery, 
a selection from the muse-
um’s permanent collection 
of contemporary works on 
paper, “Between Earth and 
Sky: Artists in Dialogue with 
the Land” presents the work 
of artists engaged with the 
American landscape from the 
1960s through the present 

day.
Another feature of the 

museum’s season, its In Sight 
series, will spotlight one 
work of art from the perma-
nent collection each month in 
recognition of national cul-
tural heritage and awareness 
months. The series will fea-
ture the work of Papo Colo 
for Hispanic/Latinx Heritage 
M o n t h  i n  S e p t e m b e r , 
Daisy Patton for National 
D i s a b i l i t y  Aw a r e n e s s 
Month in October,  and 
George Morrison for Native 
American Heritage Month in 
November.

The museum will host an 
opening reception for its fall 
exhibitions on September 
24. Later, it will once again 
host its popular interactive 
Vote for Art event, through 
which it invites the public to 
participate in selecting new 
acquisitions from a group of 
pieces identified by under-
graduate students enrolled in 
the museum’s introduction to 
art curation class, Collecting 
101. New programming 
includes a book club partner-
ship with the Jones Library.

Full exhibition and recep-
tion schedules follow. Select 
photos available here.

Augusta Savage Gallery 
Sept. 4-25

Reception: Sept. 10
S u r v e y i n g  G r a v i t y : 

A Mirror  for  Growing 
Contradictions by Justin 
Randolph Thompson

Oct. 2 – Nov. 13 
Reception: Oct. 2

The Souls of Black Folk 
by Desmond Beach

Nov. 20 – Dec. 9 
Reception: Nov. 20

Land of Water and Sugar 
Cane by Farihah Aliyah Shah

Hampden Gallery
Sept. 8 – Dec. 15

Reception: Sept. 17
Ghosts, Echoes, and Other 

Wonders by Anita S. Hunt 
De Natura Libris by Álvaro 
Alejandro López

University Museum of 
Contemporary Art 
Sept. 15 – Dec. 13
Reception: Sept. 24

Athena LaTocha: Buried 
H e a t  D i a n n e  S m i t h : 
Sonic  Futures ,  Radiant 
Bodies Between Earth and 
Sky: Artists in Dialogue 
with the Land In Sight 

Fine Arts Center announces fall 2026 visual arts exhibitions
Season features work by Dianne Smith, Athena LaTocha, Desmond Beach, Anita Hunt and other contemporary artists

LIQUOR TOWNLIQUOR TOWN
BEER, WINE & SPIRITS
1010 Park Street, Palmer

MONDAY - THURSDAY 9 A.M. TO 9 P.M.
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 10 P.M.  

SUNDAY 10 A.M. - 6 P.M. ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Visit Our 
Large Collection 

of IPA

VISIT OUR LARGE
COLLECTIONS

OF WINES

413-289-9267413-289-9267
LOTTERY, TOBACCO 

& SNACKS AVAILABLE
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

FOR UPDATES: LIQUORTOWNPALMER

LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN
BEERS • VODKA • CREAM LIQUOR • GIN • TEQUILA • RUM • WHISKEY
                                      BOX WINE • READY-TO-DRINK (RTD) ALCOHOL

DOORDASH NOW AVAILABLE

A M H E R S T — A m h e r s t 
Cinema is delighted to wel-
come director Kent Jones to 
the stage for a post-film dis-
cussion with poet Peter Gizzi, 
following a preview screening 
of his film LATE FAME on 
Thursday, August 20 at 7 p.m.

A New York Times Critic’s 
Pick, LATE FAME stars the 
great Willem Dafoe who 
lends his delicate gravitas to 
the role of Ed Saxberger, a 

forgotten New York poet who 
works in the post office. After 
an eager and flattering young 
admirer (Edmund Donovan) 
appears on his doorstep, 
Saxberger is beckoned into 
a coterie of twentysome-
thing admirers who anoint 
him as a rediscovered genius. 
Intoxicated by the atten-
tion-and by the alluring pres-
ence of Gloria, the group’s 
“tragic heroine” (a sinuous, 

Kurt Weill-crooning Greta 
Lee)-Saxberger gradually 
reckons with the authenticity 
of his newfound poetic circle.

This thoughtful, witty sec-
ond feature from Kent Jones 
(DIANE), working from a sly 
and hugely entertaining script 
by Oscar-nominated screen-
writer Samy Burch (MAY 
DECEMBER), is a wistful yet 
unromantic look at a lost idea 
of downtown New York.

“In a sense, the film, direct-
ed by Kent Jones, is like a 
wonderful little poem. It’s 
also a touching nod to the 
past, gracefully intertwining 
aspects of “Metropolitan” and 
“Dead Poets Society.” Wall 
Street Journal

LATE FAME plays in a 
full schedule starting Friday, 
August 21.

Tickets for this screen-
ing are $11.75 for general 

admission, $10.75 for seniors 
and students, and are free to 
Amherst Cinema Members. 
Tickets can be purchased in 
person at the Amherst Cinema 
box office, or online: https://
amherstcinema.org/films-and-
events/late-fame-with-kent-
jones 

About Amherst Cinema: 
Amherst Cinema is an inde-
pendent, nonprofit arts and 

education center brimming 
with world-class programs. 
The comfortable, fully acces-
sible theater offers state-of-
the-art projection and sound 
and is a welcoming cross-
roads for all. Amherst Cinema 
presents over 250 programs a 
year on three screens in more 
than 35 languages. For more 
information, visit: https://
amherstcinema.org 

Amherst Cinema presents LATE FAME and post-film discussion
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Support Your Local Farmers!Support Your Local Farmers!

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORN!SWEET CORN!

Locally Grown

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

PACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’S
GOURMET SANDWICHES & SUMMER SALADS
Fresh Baked Pies, Cookies & Muffins
Randall’s Blueberry Sour Cream Pie!

Local Field Grown
TOMATOES!TOMATOES!

Red, Ripe & Delicious

Boar’s Head Specials Aug. 19-25
Corned Beef ........................... $17.99/lb
Honey Maple Turkey ............... $14.99/lb
Imported Swiss Cheese ......... $12.99/lb
American Cheese  .................... $5.49/lb

From Nearby FarmsFrom Nearby Farms

5 Stem
Bunches

Sunny Fresh Cut  
SUNFLOWERSUNFLOWER
BOUQUETSBOUQUETS

   $9.99

Fresh Blueberries, Green Peppers,Fresh Blueberries, Green Peppers,
Eggplant,  Yellow & Green Squash, Eggplant,  Yellow & Green Squash, 
Cabbage, Hydroponic Lettuce Cabbage, Hydroponic Lettuce 

& MORE& MORE

Perennial Special Aug. 19-25Perennial Special Aug. 19-25
RUDBECKIARUDBECKIA  

“Black Eyed Susan”“Black Eyed Susan”
20% OFF
All Varieties ~ “Gold Rush,” 

“Goldstrum,” Little Suzie” 
Sun-Loving, Deer Resistant, Drought Tolerant, 

Blooms Summer to Fall  1- and 2-gallon pots

(Reg. Price $12.00)

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL 
BANANA SPLIT DAY
Tuesday, August 25th
- ONE DAY ONLY -- ONE DAY ONLY -

$6 Banana$6 Banana  SplitsSplits

 

\

CALL 413-786-8611
24-HOUR EMERGENCY 413-896-9493

AGAWAM, MA

TREE SERVICE INC.TREE SERVICE INC.
PROFESSIONAL TREE CAREPROFESSIONAL TREE CARE

FREE ESTIMATES • LICENSED & INSURED
Residential • Commercial • Municipal
Veteran & Senior Discounts

Serving Southwestern MA 
& Northern CT
Since 2005

��

��

��

��

��

You Can Build Your Own Grilled Cheese!
Breakfast, Lunch & Specials

Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

178 Federal St.
Belchertown
(413) 323-6175

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30 Climate Controlled Units Available

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

Martinez said the inspi-
ration towards funding the 
skate park arose due to it 
being one of the last plac-
es her late son enjoyed.  The 
fundraiser is both a way to 
honor her son’s memory and 
as a way to give back to the 
local skateboarding commu-
nity he cherished.

“My son went through a 
lot of pain and suffering in 
the last years of his life in 
terms of the chronic pain 
condition and having no 
real medical answers to it,” 
Martinez said.  “Which lead 
to being depressed and ulti-
mately taking his own life.  
The skate park was one of 
the last things that he still 
found some joy in.”

An avid skateboarder, 
Daniel’s appetite for skate 
parks had the two navigate 
all over New England, with 
some trips going as far as 
Nashua, New Hampshire.  
As she reflected on their 
road trips together, Martinez 
noticed a common element 
in the other parks they fre-
quented.

“Most  new parks are 
cement now,” Martinez said.

Belchertown’s skate park, 
in contrast, is made of old 
wood and metal.  Though 
Martinez conceded the ramps 
were still “good” for bik-
ers and scooters, the ground 
surface made it unusable for 
skaters.  She mentioned the 
ramps were in need of basic 
repair, at the very least.

“The point of the fundrais-
er in Daniel’s honor is the 
skate park needs massive 
repairs,” Daniel’s mother 
Eileen Martinez said.  “The 
surface is cracked and bro-
ken, so skateboarders don’t 
use it much anymore...it’s not 
good for skaters.”

Initial goals are to resur-
face park structures to make 
them more skater-friend-
ly, as well as basic repairs 
to the ramps already on site.  
Additional money will go 
towards installing a phone 
charging station and a bath-
room.

“When my son would go 
to the park, they’d either 
have to go over to Krispy’s 
or cross over to Dunkin’s 
to charge their phones,” 
Martinez said.  “Inevitably, 
teenagers’ phones are always 
dying.”

Martinez also pointed out 
there was no water station on 
the premises, with the only 

amenity being a Port-A-Potty 
installed just outside of the 
skate park.  She stated a 
water bottle station would be 
ideal not only for the skaters 
but for potential hikers taking 
the nearby trail.

“ T h e  L a k e  Wa l l a c e 
Sensory Trail is right there, 
which is a beautiful trail that 
was created some years ago,” 
Martinez said.  “So, it bene-
fits both areas.”

Event  ac t iv i t i es  wi l l 
include a ramp mural unveil-
ing from local muralist Mark 
Austin, live music, games 
and activities.  A follow up 
dedication ceremony will be 
held on October 3rd during 
Fall Fest.  Donations may 
be made to the Belchertown 
Recrea t ion  Depar tment 
at 66 State Street, Unit 1, 
Belchertown MA, though 
note the proceeds should 
go to the skate park in the 
memo.  Direct donations may 
also be made to the Go Fund 
Me page at http://gofund.
me/102708233.

SKATE PARK from page 1

The Belchertown Municipal Skate Park from outside the fence.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ
A more detailed shot of the sloped ramps leading to the opposite wall ramps.

 A side-long shot of the smaller ramps by the entrance.

 A small shaded area to rest.

BELCHERTOWN – All 
Massachusetts voters have the 
option to vote early by mail 
in all 2026 elections, with no 
excuse required.

Forty-five days before 
e a c h  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c -
tion, the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth will send a 
pre-addressed, postage pre-
paid Vote by Mail applica-

tion to every registered voter 
before each statewide elec-
tion. This mailing is required 
by state law and went out the 
week of July 5, 2026.  

You won’t be sent an 
application if you’ve already 
applied to vote by mail for 
the upcoming elections.

You can use this applica-
tion to request a ballot for the 

next statewide election, or for 
all remaining elections this 
year. Simply mark your selec-
tions, sign the application, 
and drop it in the mail or the 
drop box here at Town Hall at 
2 Jabish St., Belchertown.

For primaries only: If you 
are not registered in a party, 
you must include which par-
ty’s ballot you would like 

to receive, Democrat or 
Republican.  

The deadline to request a 
ballot for the Sept. 1 State 
Primary is Tuesday, Aug. 25 
at 5 p.m.  

Please contact the Town 
Clerk’s office at 413-323-
2081 or email clerk@belcher-
town.org, with any questions 
or concerns.

Early voting by mail option available
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5 
p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information 
about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

I came back from vacation 
and was shocked as to 
how much the garden had 

grown.  
Crops were ready 

to be harvested and 
weeds  tha t  were 
merely inches tall 
had grown by leaps 
and  bounds!  Of 
course, we did have 
nearly a half foot of 
rain that week, and 
this probably played 
a part in such exuberant 
growth.  

Read on to learn how 
indiscriminate watering by 
Mother Nature can mean 
weeds, weeds and more 
weeds.  

Why such a growth spurt? 
Because just like other seeds, 
those of our least favorite 
weedy plants need both sun-
light and water in order to 
germinate and grow well.  

When we water on pur-
pose, we can direct the rain 
where we’d like – usual-
ly at the base of the plant. 
Unfortunately, rainfall that 
lands on a brick path, the 
garden aisle, and also in 
between plants within the 
row can cause a lot of weeds 
to sprout.  

Hand weeding and hoeing 
are both great exercise, and 
the best option for otherwise 
bare areas of young weeds. 

Many gardeners make the 
mistake, however, of hoe-
ing too deeply and exposing 
more weed seeds to sunlight. 
Try to just scrape the surface 
of the soil.  

Stirrup hoes are particu-
larly effective, skimming 
across the soil and severing 
the stems of weeds at the 
root line as they go. Very tall 
weeds can be cut down by 
use of garden shears, scissors 
or a week whacker, depend-
ing on the size of the area.  

Once cut back, you can 
cover the whole area with a 
tarp, or black plastic to fry 
what was underneath, killing 

weed seed.

In the future you can use 
mulch to reduce the amount 
a weeding you have to do 
– it will also help to con-
serve soil moisture in years 
that rainfall isn’t so plenti-
ful. Mulch doesn’t have to 
be expensive – it can be as 
simple as a “biscuit” of spent 
hay, a few sheets of newspa-
per secured with stones, pine 
needles or grass clippings 
– as long as these materials 
are applied thick enough to 
exclude light, weed seeds 
should not sprout. 

Sometimes I will put a 
layer of corrugated card-
board down first, wet it then 
add the mulch on top. It real-
ly seems to make a differ-
ence having that preliminary 
layer to keep light out.

This may be an unlike-
ly pairing for this column, 
but there are plants that we 
desire to grow this time of 
year, and they are cover 
crops. Cover crops add lots 
of organic matter to the 
soil when incorporated in 
during the spring or summer 
months.  

While winter rye is the 
standard, you can grow oats, 
too. If sown right now, oats 
will germinate but die back 
as soon as frost hits.  

Leave the plants in place, 
though, and they will prevent 
erosion by holding onto the 
soil with their roots. Plant 
parts can be incorporated 
come spring time.

In preparation for sow-
ing cover crop seed, the soil 
surface should be scuffed up 
so that the seeds will make 

good contact with earth. 
Once prep is com-

plete I rake the soil 
smooth and broad-

cast the grain, 
fi rs t  throwing 
the seed in one 

direction and then 
the other.  

It’s a good idea to 
divide the seed in half 

and try to cover all the area 
you have once, then go back 
and fill in the light spots with 
the rest. After the seed has 
been sown I’ll drag the flat 
end of a steel rake over the 
soil surface to bury it ever so 
slightly. 

My goal is to have the 
seed sprout now, so that its 
roots will hold the soil and 
its nutrients in place over the 
off season.  

Winter rye will put on 
an amazing amount of top 
growth by spring – weed 
whack or mow it first to 
make incorporating easier.  

I am also contemplating 
“tarping” it to solarize the 
soil at the same time, then 
working in the dead plants 
by hand.  

Either way, if you do this 
for a few years in a row 
you’ll watch the organic mat-
ter content of your soil soar, 
reportedly at a rate of three 
to four thousand pounds per 
acre!  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Weeds and seeds

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Author note: This is 
article number 500 in the 
AMAC Foundation’s “Ask 
Rusty” series of Social 
Security articles, which 
have  been publ ished 
nationwide every week 
since February 2017. “Ask 
Rusty” is provided free of 
charge as an integral part 
of the AMAC Foundation’s 
miss ion  to  “suppor t 
and educate America’s 
seniors.” If you would 
like to help the AMAC 
Foundation fulfill its mis-
sion, charitable donations 
are graciously accepted 
at https://amacfoundation.
org/donate/).

Dear Rusty: 
Sadly, I was in business 

with my ex-husband. 
I’m a nurse and he was 

a chiropractor. He refused 
to pay me “on the books” 
and now, at age 73, after 
divorcing him due to his 
financial irresponsibility. 
(I don’t want to burden 
you with the thefts that he 
perpetrated), I am stuck 
with a small $773 Social 
Security payment each 
month. 

At age 73 I am now 
faced with having to go 
back into the workforce. 
Is there anything I can do 
to prove that I worked 40 
years for my husband, but 
wasn’t paid? 

Signed: Distressed 
Divorcee

Dear Distressed: 
We are so sorry to hear 

of your unfortunate cir-
cumstances. Assuming 
your ex-husband is now 
collecting Social Security 
retirement benefits or is 
at least eligible to if you 
are divorced at least two 
years, you should be able 
to collect an ex-spouse 
benefit as his former wife. 

In that case, you would 
be entitled to receive 50% 
of the Social Security ben-
efit he was entitled to at 
his own Full Retirement 
Age because he and you 
were married for over 10 
years.

The way that will work 
is that you would continue 
to receive your personal-
ly-earned $773 monthly 
Social Security retire-
ment amount earned from 
other employment, but 
you would also be entitled 
to a supplemental “spou-
sal boost” to bring your 
payment up to half of the 
SS payment amount your 
ex-husband is entitled to 
at his SS Full Retirement 
Age. 

In other words, because 
you were married to your 
ex for more than 10 years, 
you are entitled to the 
same Social Security ben-
efits as though you were 
still married. That is true, 
even if he has remarried 

and his new wife is also 
getting a spouse benefit 
from his record. 

You will still be enti-
tled to an ex-spouse bene-
fit from your ex-husband 
as his former wife. And if 
he dies before you, as a 
surviving ex-spouse you 
will get the same Social 
Security benefit he was 
receiving at his death, 
instead of the small-
er amount your will get 
while you are both living. 

Regarding rejoining 
the workforce, while you 
can certainly go back to 
work at age 73 without it 
negatively affecting your 
Social Security benefits, if 
you are struggling finan-
cially, I suggest you visit 
this website sponsored 
by the National Council 
on Aging: www.benefits-
checkup.org. 

At this website, you can 
enter your zip code and 
find much information 
about other supplemen-
tal assistance you may be 
entitled to where you live, 
including healthcare and 
medication assistance, 
housing, nutritional assis-
tance, etc.

Regarding your ques-
tion: “Is there anything 
I can do to prove that 
I worked 40 years and 
wasn’t  paid?” Social 
S e c u r i t y  d e t e r m i n e s 
benefits based solely on 
your personal earnings as 
reported to the Internal 
Revenue Service, which 
is, in turn, dependent on 
how your joint income 
taxes were filed over the 
years you worked in your 
husband’s business. 

Soc i a l  Secu r i t y  i s 
unable to assist you with 
IRS matters. I’m afraid 
yours is more of a legal 
matter you would need to 
pursue by discussing your 
situation directly with the 
IRS or engaging an attor-
ney for assistance.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
a m a c f o u n d a t i o n . o rg /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

I worked for my ex-husband but 
wasn’t paid and now have little Social 
Security. What are my options?

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news
or community features for 
The Sentinel, please email 
sentinel@turley.com

“Why didn’t our 
mothers  te l l 
u s ? ”  s e e m s 

to be the predominant feel-
ing about menopause on the 
part of Gen X women, those 
approximately between the 
ages 40 and 60. For my moth-
er’s generation and those that 

came before her, it was sim-
ply “The Change.” Just get on 
with it.

And doctors don’t seem 
to pay it much mind either, 
even though it affects half of 
their patients and comes with 
34 known symptoms ranging 
from hot flashes and irregular 

periods to night sweats and 
mood changes.

“Doctors seem to think we 
are either pre-pregnant, preg-
nant or invisible,” one woman 
commented.

In the last few years, 
though, the conversation has 
been shifting. Women are 
more assertive about getting 
treated for menopause symp-
toms, new treatments are 
emerging, and it seems some 
doctors are increasingly rec-
ognizing the need for better 
menopause care.

And celebrities aren’t shy 
about it, either. Actor Naomi 
Watts said on Instagram that 
she felt like she had been hit 
by a truck. “How could I fig-
ure this out when no one was 
talking? … It’s oddly like an 
unwritten code of silence: 
Women should suck it up and 

Menopause is having a moment

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Please see HEALTH,
 page 15
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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USDA INSP. 

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN CUT-FREE .......... $199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK
LOIN CHOPS ............................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/20/26-8/26/268/20/26-8/26/26

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 13/15
COUNT SHELL ON 2 LB BAG ..........
 

USDA INSP. CHEF PIERRE

RICOTTA & CHOCOLATE
CHIP PIE 28 OZ  ..................................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

ea

USDA INSP. NATURE’S BEST

WHOLE COOKED
CRAWFISH 2 LB .............................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB. BAG ...........
$249

lb

lb

ea

lb
$299

$777

$179

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK  ...
$259

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

99¢
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE 
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKENS .............................
USDA INSP. SKINLESS

KAYEM HOT DOGS 2 LB. BOX ..........

$499

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ..............

$499USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. 

SWISS CHEESE .............................
$444

lb

lb
$1099

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
STEAKHOUSE

TIPS

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

 
 

$999
ea

$1299
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$1888
ea

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Microgram
  4. Fixed charge
  7. Each
  8. Feeling of 

humiliation
 10. Coat with sticky 

substance
 12. Powerful 

“Severance” 
family

 13. Japanese city
 14. “Pulp Fiction” 

actress Thurman
 16. Hat
 17. Place where 

rockers work
 19. Psyche
 20. Snakelike fishes
 21. Where people live
 25. Body part
 26. Old towel
 27. One’s essential 

being

 29. Japanese alcoholic 
beverage

 30. Boxing’s GOAT
 31. Wet muddy ground
 32. Christian Laettner 

is one
 39. A place to store 

lawn tools
 41. Large tub for liquid
 42. Old World lizard
 43. One-time European 

member group
 44. Healing student
 45. Nuclear weapon
 46. “Kiss of the Spider 

Woman” actress 
Sonia

 48. Silk garment
 49. About some Norse 

poems
 50. Woman religious 

community member
 51. Congressman 

(abbr.)

 52. Two-year-old 
sheep

CLUES DOWN
  1. An insane person
  2. “Homeland” actress 

Danes
  3. Buttock muscles
  4. US federal agency
  5. Birds of prey
  6. Electronic 

communication
  8. Ocean
  9. Terminates
 11. Low-pitched sound 

from a bell
 14. Exclamation: yuck!
 15. A place to attach 

a boat
 18. Exclamation of 

surprise
 19. Make a mistake
 20. Border line
 22. Have religious faith

 23. Klutz
 24. Large tree
 27. House of __ rulers
 28. Red deer
 29. Small coin (French)
 31. Popular sandwich
 32. 10-year period
 33. Not good
 34. Government 

lawyer
 35. Egypt’s 

intelligence agency
 36. Without an 

occupant or 
incumbent

 37. Stain with one’s 
hands

 38. Crippling
 39. One point east of 

southeast
 40. Large, united 

groups
 44. __ and cheese
 47. Alcoholic beverage

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

Salute
Veterans Day 

November 5, 2026
HONOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE SERVED
THANK ONE AND ALL

2 column ads
3.476”x 3”  $45
3.476” x 4”  $60
3.476”x 5”  $75

3 column ads
5.25”x 3”  $50
5.25” x 4”  $79
5.25”x 5”  $99

Larger Sizes Available!
Price is per ad
per newspaper.

*FULL COLOR 
INCLUDED IN ALL ADS

If your business has a veteran 
they want salute/honor 

photos may be submitted with the ad.

Paige Lawor
(work) 413-484-5118
(cell) 413-209-1146
plawor@turley.com

DEADLINE OCTOBER 28TH

Public reception 
at ArcPoint on 
Aug. 24

B E L C H E R T O W N —
The Belchertown Cultural 
Council (BCC) is pleased to 
announce that our 2027 grant 
cycle opens on September 1. 
In celebration of arts and cul-
ture in town and the upcom-
ing cycle, the BCC is host-
ing a reception at ArcPoint 
Brewery on Aug. 24 from 5 
to 7 p.m. The event is open 
to the public, so bring a 
friend, coworker, or fellow 
committee members along. 
This is an informal oppor-
tunity for anyone who has 
questions about arts and cul-
ture in town, would like to 
get involved with the BCC, 
or is considering applying for 
a grant. 

We welcome grant appli-
cations from local artists, 
educators, performers, and 
community organi-
za t ions  who are 
working to bring 
enriching cultur-
a l  ex p e r i e n c e s 
to Belchertown. 
G r a n t s  s u p p o r t 
projects in the arts, 
humanities, and inter-
pretive sciences that benefit 
our community, both big and 
small.

Key dates for the 2027 
grant cycle:

Sept. 1 – Applications 
open

Sept. 10 at 6 p.m. - vir-
tual info session with Mass 
Cultural Council

Oct. 15 – Applications due

Belchertown is part of 
a network of 351 Local 
Cultural Councils (LCCs) 

in the Commonwealth. The 
state legislature provides 

an annual appropriation 
to the Mass Cultural 

Council ,  a  state 
agency, which then 
allocates funds to 
each LCC. Based 
o n  c o m m u n i -

ty input, the BCC 
determines local pri-

orities to fund. 2027 
funding priorities are for 
public events, nature, science 
and environmental educa-
tion, and programs celebrat-
ing local history and cultural 
diversity.

Prospective applicants are 
encouraged to explore the 
program guidelines at https://
belchertown.org/bcc.

For more information 
email Molly Robinson at 
the Belchertown Cultural 
Council BCCgrantsMgr@
gmail.com

Belchertown Cultural Council name 
upcoming grant opportunities B E L C H E R T O W N —

Second Chance Animal 
Services will hold a Free Pet 
Vaccine Clinic on Saturday, 
Sept. 19 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. The clinic will be held 
at 165 George Hannum 
Street in Belchertown.

Free services that will be 
available are rabies vaccine, 
distemper/parvo combo vac-

cine and microchipping.
Pre-registration required 

for the free clinic, scan the 
QR code to pre-register.

Dogs must be on leash 
and cats in carries for the 
safety of all attending.

This event is made pos-
sible in part by Petco Love 
and Belchertown Animal 
Relief Committee (BARC).

Free pet vaccine clinic to be offered

AMHERST—The Amherst 
Dog Park is hosting a Friday 
evening concert on August 
21, from 5 pm until dusk. 
Juliana Hatfield, alternative 
rock recording artist for ALR 
will open the evening. The 

acoustic trio, Nectar, plays 
music from the Americas 
with guitar, bass and vocals.

The community and their 
dogs are invited. The dog 
park on Old Belchertown 
Rd., has separate areas for 

large and small dogs; peo-
ple must stay with their dogs. 
Bring chairs or blankets, but 
no food or glass bottles are 
allowed inside the dog park.

The concert is free, dona-
tions appreciated.

Dog park hosting Friday evening concert Aug. 21

BELCHERTOWN—The 
Town of Belchertown is in a 
known area of spotted lan-
ternfly (SLF) infestation, and 
officials are urging residents 
to learn how to identify the 
invasive insect and take steps 
to manage it on their prop-
erty.

Spotted lanternfly is an 
invasive pest first introduced 
into the United States around 
2014. While it does not bite, 
sting, or otherwise harm peo-
ple or pets, it can seriously 
damage grapevines, tree-of-
heaven, and black walnut. 
Heavy infestations also pro-
duce a sticky waste called 
honeydew that coats plants, 

vehicles, and outdoor furni-
ture.

The pest’s appearance 
changes throughout the year. 
Egg masses, present from 
September through June, 
appear as flat, gray or beige 
waxy patches about one 
inch long. Young nymphs, 
seen May through July, are 
tiny, wingless, and black 
with white spots. Older 
nymphs, present July through 
September, are small, red, 
and wingless with black and 
white spots. Adults, seen 
August through December, 
are large insects at least 
one inch long with grayish, 
black-spotted wings and a 
red patch on the hindwings.

Spotted lanternfly’s pre-
ferred host plant, tree-of-
heaven, is often mistaken for 
native sumac, a mix-up that 
can lead residents to remove 
the wrong tree or overlook 
the real one. The Town has 
shared a short video compar-
ing tree-of-heaven and sumac 
to help residents tell the 
two apart: https://youtu.be/

UfbSbN2sBgQ?si=1DVTO9-
EQWWyx9gc

Residents are encouraged 
to take the following steps:
•	 Inspect trees, vehicles, 

and outdoor items for SLF 
adults, nymphs, or egg 
masses

•	 Avoid  park ing  under 
infested trees

•	 Squish adults and nymphs 
when found in small 
numbers, and scrape and 
destroy egg masses

•	 Consider traps, profession-
al treatment, or tree-of-
heaven removal for heavier 
infestations

•	 Report  SLF sightings 
outside known infested 
areas to the Massachusetts 
Department of Agricultural 
Resources (MDAR)

For the full management 
guide, including chemi-
cal and non-chemical treat-
ment options,  visi t  the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources’ spot-
ted lanternfly page: https://
www.mass.gov/slf

Town urges property owners to learn to identify 
invasive pest and its preferred host plant

Belchertown alerts residents to 
spotted lanternfly Infestation

Local residents named to 
Simmons University Dean’s List

BOSTON—The following 
local residents were named 
to the 2026 spring semes-
ter dean’s list at Simmons 
University in Boston.

Annal iese  Ki t t re l l  of 
Amherst and Shuchang Yin 
of Amherst

To qualify for dean’s list 
status, undergraduate stu-
dents must obtain a grade 
point average of 3.5 or high-
er, based on 12 or more cred-
it hours of work in classes 
using the letter grade system.
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B-Town youth 
basketball 
finishes up 

summer season

BELCHERTOWN – The Spec 
Pond Summer Basketball League 
held playoff last week, utiliz-
ing a few sites in addition to the 
courts at Spec Pond. Belchertown, 

a 5-6 team, was involved in a 
matchup held in Belchertown 
at Chestnut Hill Community 
School. 

Grace Adamczyh gets the layup from the right side.

Rose Pyne eyes a shot. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Alivia Thibeault goes for a running layup.

Pricilla Phaneuf takes a free throw.

Rylee Salem 
takes the 

jump shot.

By Tim Peterson
Sports 

Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—
One of the last sports 
camps of the summer of 
2026 was held at Spec 

Pond in Wilbraham from 
August 10-13. 
A total of 57 baseball and 

softball players between the 
ages of 6-16 from Wilbraham 

and the surrounding communi-
ties attended the four day clinic.

“This is our fourth year con-
ducting the baseball clinics, and 
this is probably the best one yet,” 
said camp director Dustin Brisson 

“We have almost 60 kids, includ-
ing a couple of softball players for 
the first time, this week. It’s the 
most campers we’ve ever had at 
this clinic and I’m very pleased.”

Brisson, who is the owner 
of Forge Athletics, was born in 
Florida and played college base-
ball at the University of Central 
Florida from 1997-2000. The 
first baseman was drafted by the 
Boston Red Sox in the 15th round 
of the 2000 MLB draft.  

Brisson, who played 345 minor 
league games, advanced to Double 
A Portland. His baseball career 
came to an end due to an injury.

“I was blessed to have the 
opportunity to play profession-
al baseball,” Brisson said. “I’m 
doing what I can to give back to 
these kids.” 

Some of the camp instructors 
were Lindsay Beer, David Wendt, 
Ace Adams Chade Shade, who’s 
the head coach of the Springfield 
College baseball  team, Pat 
Strange, who’s the pitching coach 
at Westfield State University, Dan 
Gomez, who’s the head baseball 
coach at Western New England 
University, and Terry Doyle, 
who’s the the baseball coach at 
New England College.

“It’s an honor to have these 
coaches working at our clinic this 
year,” Brisson said. “They want 
to help these kids. This is a high 
level skills clinic. I just want the 
older kids to have the opportunity 
to work with the college coaches.”

A  c o u p l e  o f  t h e  g u e s t 
speakers at the clinic were 
Brandon Seymour, who’s the gen-

Forge Baseball Clinic returns to Western Mass.

Hosts exhibition
collegiate match

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— In what 
could become an annual 
tradition, the UConn and 
UMass women’s soccer 
teams met in an exhibition 
match in front of a large 
crowd at Lusitano Stadium 
on Aug. 5.

Neither team was able 
to find the back of the net 
during the contest, played 
in three 30‑minute intervals, 
but it was still a memorable 
evening at the 108‑year‑old 
stadium located on Winsor 
Street in Ludlow.

“It’s very exciting to be 
hosting a college soccer 
match here at Lusitano 
Stadium,” said Joe Ferrara 

Jr., who’s the Managing 
Di rec to r  o f  the  New 
England Mutiny and the 
General Manager of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers. 
“Both UConn and UMass 
have been very support-
ive of the Mutiny over the 
years. I also have a person-
al relationship with both 
coaching staffs.”

The last time a college 
soccer match was held at 
Lusitano Stadium was on 
October 17, 2018. 

On that fall evening, the 
Worcester State University 
Lancers squared off against 
the Western New England 
University Golden Bears 
in a non-conference men’s 
match-up. 

C y r u s  R a i n e s ,  a 
Belchertown High School 

Lusitano keeps 
the soccer going

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—
Third-seeded Teddy Bear 
Pools & Spas had a gold-
en opportunity to sweep 
the top-seeded St. Joseph’s 
Saints in the Tri-County 
League  championsh ip 
series.

Teddy Bear held a 1-0 
lead entering the top of the 
third inning in game two. 

St. Joe’s rallied for three 
runs in the third and fourth 
innings and they evened the 
best-of-three series at 1-1 
following a 6-3 victory at 
South Hadley High School 
Friday, Aug. 7.

The game came to an 

end after five innings due 
to darkness, which didn’t 
please the Teddy Bear play-
ers and their supporters.

“It’s a very frustrat-
ing situation,” said Teddy 
B e a r  p l a y e r / m a n a g e r 
Ryan Magni. “I think we 
should’ve been able to fin-
ish the final two innings of 
tonight’s game at St. Joe’s 
Park before playing the 
deciding game tomorrow 
night.”

The baseball field at 
South Hadley High School 
doesn’t have any lights and 
the first pitch of game two 
was thrown by Teddy Bear 

Tri-County finals forced 
to a deciding game three

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Nate Carrill slides safely home.

Please see SOCCER, 
page 10

Please see TRI-COUNTY, 
page 10



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  AU GU ST  20,  2026PAGE 10

eral manager of the Valley 
Blue Sox, Nancy Street, 
who’s a board member of the 
Miracle League of Western 
Massachusetts, and Duke 
Castiglione Jr who’s a sports-
caster at a television station 
in Boston.

Ray Fagnant, who grew up 
in Chicopee and is the Boston 
Red Sox Northeast Regional 
Scouting Supervisor, also 
spent a day at the clinic. 

A few of the different sta-
tions were hitting, fielding, 
and throwing.

“My main goal 
is to teach the 
players the basic 
f u n d a m e n t a l s 
of  the game,” 
Brisson said. “I 
also want to 
keep the kids 
active at this 
clinic. I real-
ly don’t want 
them standing 
around doing 
nothing.”

Brisson 
w a s 
a i d e d 
a t  t h e 
c l i n -
ic by his 
wife, Kasey.

“ M y  w i f e  i s 
the backbone of 
the organization,” 
Brisson said. “She 
keeps everything 

graduate, delivered his first 
collegiate goal during the 
second half, which lifted the 
Lancers to a 1–0 shutout vic-
tory. Raines, who’s a defend-
er, finished his college soccer 
career with three goals. 

The  Worces te r  S ta t e 
head coach at that time was 
Jason Willis, who’s current-
ly an assistant coach for 
the Western Mass Pioneers. 
He also coaches a Western 
United Pioneers team. 

Willis graduated from 
Ludlow High School, and he 
helped the Lions boys’ soc-
cer team win two state titles 
and three Western Mass. 
titles back in the 1990’s.

Ferrara, who also graduat-
ed from Ludlow High School 
in the 1980’s, played many 
soccer games on the grass 
stadium field.

“I recall scoring a lot of 
big goals on this field while 
I was in high school,” Ferrara 

said. “I also played for the 
Lusitano Whites, which won 
the first ever summer league 
championship on this field. 
I hope the college players 
appreciate the history of this 
place.”

This past spring, Ferrara 
approached UMass head 
coach Jason Dowiak about 
playing the exhibition match 
against UConn at Lusitano 
Stadium. 

“Because it was UMass 
turn to host the exhibition, 
I asked coach Dowiak if he 
would be interested in play-
ing the game here this year,” 
Ferrara said. “He thought it 
was a very good idea.”

It was something that 
Dowiak, who was hired as 
the UMass women’s soccer 
coach in 2017, had always 
wanted to do.

“I’m beginning my ninth 
season as the UMass wom-
en’s soccer coach and this is 
something that I’ve always 
wanted to do,” said Dowiak 

following the scoreless draw. 
“I’ve watched several Mutiny 
games here in the past and 
this was really a very spe-
cial night for us. I’m very 
glad that the soccer commu-
nity came out and support-
ed us. This was an electric 
atmosphere for an exhibition 
game.”

A year ago, UMass post-
ed a 5-8-4 overall record and 
went 3-6-2 against their Mid-
American Conference foes.

“I thought my team played 
very well against a fantastic 
UConn team, and this is a 
positive step for us,” Dowiak 
added. “I feel like we can go 
into tough environments and 
still be successful.”

One of the three grad-
uated students listed on 
the UMass women’s roster 
is Bianca Cardano, who’s 
from Monson. She attended 
Minnechaug Regional where 
she played soccer for Nundi 
Goncalves, who’s another 
Ludlow High graduate. 

“I’ve played a lot of games 
at this stadium,” Cardano 
said. “My family and friends 
were here tonight. It was a 
very special night.”

Cardano, who’s a manage-
ment major, fell in love with 
the UMass campus when she 
made her official visit.

“UMass was always my 
top choice,” she said. “The 
girls on the soccer team are 
like members of my own 
family. We’re hoping to fin-
ish first in the Mid-American 
Conference.”

Cardano, who’s a starting 
defender, played in 16 games 
as a freshman before missing 
her entire sophomore sea-
son recovering from a right 
knee injury. She was limit-
ed to just three matches (two 
starts) in 2024.

A year ago, Cardano was a 
starter in ten of the 14 match-
es that she played in.

“We’re  real ly  hoping 
that Bianca is able to play 
the whole season for us this 

year,” Dowiak said. “She’s 
a fantastic leader on and off 
the field.” 

Cardano isn’t the only 
Minnechaug gir ls’  soc-
cer player to play soccer at 
UMass. 

Jess Howe, who was a 
member of the Lady Falcons 
2005 Western Mass cham-
pionship team and the 
2008 state title team, was 
a defender at UMass from 
2009-2012. 

U C o n n  h e a d  c o a c h 
Margaret Rodriguez played 
soccer at Lusitano Stadium 
for a couple of seasons as 
a member of the Western 
Mass. Lady Pioneers. She 
also played for the Mutiny 
for one year when they 
played their home matches at 
Agawam High School.

“We’ve led the Big East in 
fan support during the past 
several years,” Rodriguez 
said. “This was a good way 
for my players to get used to 
playing in this type of a set-

ting under the lights.”
The Huskies, who finished 

the 2025 campaign with an 
11-4-3 overall record and a 
7-1-2 conference record, 
were picked to finish sec-
ond behind Georgetown in 
the BIG EAST Preseason 
Women’s Soccer Coaches’ 
Poll.   

R e d s h i r t  s o p h o m o r e 
Se-Hanna Mars, who plays 
for the Mutiny, was select-
ed to the preseason All-Big 
East team, along with senior 
Anaya Johnson.

There is a very good 
chance that the UConn and 
UMass women’s soccer 
teams will be meeting at 
Lusitano Stadium again next 
August. 

Western Mass.  soccer 
fans will get another chance 
to take in collegiate action 
at Lusitano Stadium, as 
the Western New England 
University men’s team hosts 
Wesleyan University on 
September 22 at 7 p.m.

SOCCER from page 9

righthander Sean Rosemond 
a t  5 :55p .m.  The  th ree 
umpires made the decision to 
end the game at 7:45 p.m.

“The pace of tonight’s 
game was very slow,” said 
St .  Joe’s manager Paul 
Marcinek. “We were very 
lucky to finish five innings 
which made it an official 
game.”

Had the game ended before 
the bottom of the fifth inning, 
it would’ve resumed at South 
Hadley High School the 
following day. If the score 
would’ve been tied, game 
two would’ve been replayed 
from the beginning, which 
has been a TCL rule for 
many years.     

Teddy Bear won game one 

of the championship series, 
which was an old fashion 
pitcher’s duel, 3-1, at St. 

Joe’s Park, last Thursday 
night.

Righthander Matt Drobiak, 
who graduated from South 
Hadley High School in 2024, 
went the distance for Teddy 
Bear. He allowed a run on six 
hits and three strike-
outs without issu-
ing a walk.  

Drobiak out-
d u e l e d  S t . 
Joe’s righty 
Trey Yesu, 
who grad-
uated from 
M o n s o n 
High School 
in 2022. 

Yesu also 
w e n t  s e v e n 
innings allowing 
three runs (two 
earned) on six hits with six 

strikeouts and two walks.
Teddy Bear took a 1-0 lead 

in game against lefthander 

Jackson Hayes 
with two outs in the 

bottom of the first 
inning following a run scor-
ing double by second base-
man Ramon Jimenez.

St. Joe’s took the lead 
against Rosemond in the top 
of the third inning.

Catcher Nate Carillon and 
second baseman Greg Vouros 
began the St. Joe’s rally with 

back-to-back singles. After 
Drobiak retired the next 
batter on a pop-up, before 
Carillon scored the tying run 
following a wild pitch. Then 
right fielder Brian Hayes 
drew a walk before center-
fielder Pat Fitzgibbons hit a 
two run single into right field 
giving St. Joe’s a 3-1 lead.

With one-out in the bottom 
of the third inning, Drobiak, 

who started at first base, 
launched a solo home run 
over the left field fence.

Holding a slim 3-2 lead, 
St. Joe’s scored three more 
runs in the fourth inning. 

The first two runs crossed 
the plate following a two-run 
single down the right field 
line by Vouros.

At that point, Rosemond 
was replaced on the mound 
by  r igh thande r  Mason 
Barcomb. 

Shortstop Jacob Hayes 
greeted the relief pitcher with 
an RBI single into left field 
giving the visiting team a 
commanding 6-2 lead.

Af te r  Jackson  Hayes 
retired the first two batters 
in the bottom of the fourth 

on flyballs to center, consec-
utive walks by third base-
man Alex Gochinski, right 
fielder Ty Evans, and catch-
er Eric Robert loaded the 
bases. Another walk by Ryan 
Magni plated Teddy Bear’s 
second run.

Relief pitcher Matt Irzyk, 
who wound up as the win-
ning pitcher in game two, 
retired the only batter he 
faced in the fourth on a pop-
up caught by Jacob Hayes.

Irzyk allowed a single to 
shortstop Ray Toth in the 
bottom of the fifth inning 
before the umpires halted to 
game. 

Photos and highlights from 
the deciding game three will 
be in next week’s edition.

TRI-COUNTY from page 9

Ryan McLane does a running drill

Greg Vouros fires a 
throw to first base.

Ray Toth makes a 
throw on the run.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Matt Drobiak tries to evade a run-down.

CAMP from page 9

in order. I appreciate all 
the support from many 
different people that I’ve 
received running this 

camp.” 
Brisson and his staff is 

already looking forward to 
holding the baseball clinic at 
Spec Pond again next sum-
mer. 

HOLYOKE – When the 
Valley Blue Sox walked 
off the field following a 
14-5 loss to the Sanford 
Mainers in Game 
2 of the NECBL 
South  Div i s ion 
Semifinals on 
A u g . 2 ,  t h e 
s c o r e b o a r d 
marked the end 
of a 2026 season 
to remember. 

Valley returned to the 
postseason for the first time 
since 2024 after navigat-
ing the ups and downs that 
come with collegiate sum-
mer baseball. A scorching 
start gave way to a difficult 
stretch of roster turnover 
and injuries before the Blue 
Sox caught fire at exactly 
the right time, winning 10 
of their final 13 regular-sea-
son games to clinch a play-
off berth.

“We don’t do it for the 
wins,” head coach John 
Raiola said. “The wins hap-
pen as a result of continu-
ing to show up, [doing] the 
right thing every day and 
[continuing] to grind and 
work.”

After opening the sea-
son with an 11-inning tie 
against the Newport Gulls, 
Valley won seven of its 

next eight games to jump 
near the top of the NECBL 

South Division 
s t a n d i n g s . 
Strong pitching, 
reliable defense 
and timely hit-

t ing fueled 
v i c t o -
ries over 

O c e a n 
State, Upper 

Valley, Danbury, 
North Shore and Mystic, 
giving the Blue Sox an 
early identity as one of the 
league’s toughest teams.

But the middle of the 
summer presented new 
challenges.

As is common through-
out the NECBL season, 
the roster shifted con-
stantly as players departed 
and newcomers arrived. 
Valley dropped 10 out of 
13 games between late June 
and mid-July, forcing the 
coaching staff and returning 
players to quickly adjust, 
all while keeping their post-
season hopes alive. 

Rather than allowing the 
season to slip away, the 
Blue Sox responded.

Blue Sox look back on 
‘resilient’ 2026 campaign

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Campers receive some instructions from one of the coaches in the Forge Baseball Clinic.

Brodie 
Craven 
makes a 
throw.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Adam Smola swings off a tee.

Please see BLUE SOX, 
page 13
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION

To Advertise on this page
contact Maureen McGarrett 

at 413-283-8393

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 

Prepaid Card
with a purchase 
of AAA Battery

$25
Claim a

Buy 1 Legend, Legend Premium AGM, 
or AAA Battery and claim a Prepaid Card

$1799
GOJO® Scrubbing 
Towels - 72 ct.
NCB 6396

$4999
CHARGE IT!® 
Battery Chargers

/each
SAVE
14%

According to Jardine, 
the organizations are sis-
ter pantries which have 
come together to provide 
food and volunteers for the 
event, which occur every two 
weeks. DeLong called the 
partnership a “win-win situ-
ation.”  Granby food mobiles 
occur every two weeks, 
where families in need may 
receive food after answering 
a few basic questions. 

“We take stats to see how 
many people are coming 
through, which just gives us 
a good idea of who we’re 
feeding,” DeLong said.  “We 
do not ask them any personal 
information.  That is not for 
us to do.”

The program started out 
slow until a massive boom 
in January.  Ever since the 
start of the year, DeLong 
stated the mobile was “in 
full force” and attributes the 
growth to word of mouth 
advertising.  The donated 
food is sourced through food 
drives, community donations 
and earmark grants provided 
by the state.  DeLong cred-
ited recent grant windfalls to 
state representatives Mindy 
Domb and Homar Gomez.

“We noticed the families 
need the real basics, like the 
dairy, the meats and every-
thing else,” DeLong said 
when asked about what was 
provided by the food mobile.  
“We get milk, we get cheese, 
we will get yogurt, we will 
get meats.”

The night’s offerings also 
included peanut butter, jelly 
and bread.  Volunteers from 
the church’s Youth Group 
and Missions Board helped 
with food distribution, along 
with volunteers from the 
Granby Council on Aging.

“It means a lot,” DeLong 
said when asked what the 
program meant to her.  “It’s 
seeing that kids succeed in 
school by having a full stom-
ach.  I have elderly family 
members and, seeing that 
they’re also getting fed, 
that’s really important too.”

As the program continues 

to grow, DeLong stated her 
only goal is to reach more 
people.  As she reflected on 
how the food mobile contin-
ues to address the scarcity 
gaps within the community, 
she strives to ensure no one 
has to make a difficult choice 

between eating and paying 
their bills.

“We are there to help 
them make sure they get 
something to eat,” DeLong 
said.  “Like I said, we want 
to reach as many people as 
we can in the community...
because then we’re making 
sure people are getting food; 
so now, people don’t have to 
spend that extra money and 
they can pay the electric bill, 
or pay their mortgage or put 
gas in their car.”

FOOD from page 1

 A group photo of the joint non-profit organizational effort. TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

Zucchini, asparagus and red peppers presented in front of an 
eager volunteer.

Volunteers ready themselves for service with Select Board 
member Mark Bail

 A variety of fruits and vegetables.

Produce and ready-to-eat packages.

The food mobile is 
housed on Church of 
Christ Congregational 
campus.

Veterans’ 
Services to 
host Back-
to-School 
event for 
veterans 
and families

Free haircuts 
and community 
cookout planned 
for Aug. 26; town 
seeking school 
supply donations

B E L C H E R T O W N 
— The  Be lche r town 
Veterans’ Services Office 
will host a Back to School 
event for veterans, their 
spouses, and immedi-
ate family members from 
Belchertown and sur-
rounding communities on 
Wednesday, August 26, 
from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM 
at 4 Berkshire Avenue.

The event will feature 
free haircuts and a com-
munity cookout,  with 
hamburgers, hot dogs, and 
chips provided at no cost. 
Attendees are welcome to 
relax, eat well, and con-
nect with fellow veterans 
in a laid-back, community 
setting.

“We’re excited to bring 
this event to our veterans 
and their families,” said 
Dustin Ruby, Director of 
Veterans’ Services. “Our 
hope is to make this an 
annual tradition here in 
Belchertown.”

Members of the public 
are invited to support the 
event by donating back 
to school supplies, such 
as notebooks, pens, and 
backpacks.  Donations 
may be dropped off at the 
Veterans’ Services Office, 
4  Berkshi re  Avenue , 
during normal business 
hours through the day of 
the event.

Organizations inter-
ested in tabling or offer-
ing resources  a t  the 
event  should contact 
Dustin Ruby, Director of 
Veterans’ Services, at 413-
323-0409.

Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 

local newspaper.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The
Sentinel
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Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of July 
31, through Aug. 13. The 
information was provided 
by a member of the police 
department based on the 
review of the detailed log 
summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Saturday, Aug. 8

6 p.m. – A Belchertown 
man was arrested on charges 
of assault and battery on a 
household member, operating 
with a suspended license and 
operating under the influence 
of alcohol/liquor. An officer 
responded to a parking lot for 
a report of a man who was 
hitting a person. They were 
located. 

7:03 p.m. – A 24-year-old 
Granby male was placed into 
protective custody. An officer 
responded to an apartment 
for a report of a shirtless 
man trying to get into a car. 
The officer found the person 
hanging on the car. The offi-
cer spoke with the man who 
was identified and impaired. 
They were intoxicated and 
the officers weren’t sure if 
they could safely walk home. 
They were brought to the 
station for protective custo-
dy. They were able to call a 
friend who would pick them 
up in the morning.

Sunday, Aug. 9 
2:34 p.m. – A 42-year-old 

Ludlow male was issued a 
summons for operating with 
a suspended license and 
using an electronic device 
while operating a motor 
vehicle. An officer stopped a 
vehicle after seeing the oper-
ator holding a cell phone in 
their hand while they were 
driving. They were putting an 
address into a GPS. The offi-

cer also found the person’s 
license was suspended for an 
immediate threat. Then they 
indicated they knew it was 
suspended. The vehicle was 
towed from the scene. 

Monday, Aug. 10 
2:33 p.m. – An officer 

doing an incident follow up 
with issues with neighbors. 
The argument happened after 
the property was surveyed. 
One resident also had video 
of a child of the neighbor 
dumping grass clippings into 
their yard. They attempted to 
contact the neighbor. A crim-
inal complaint will be filed 
once information is obtained 
for illegal disposal.

3:04 p.m. – A woman was 
issued a summons for assault 
and battery on a family/
household member.

Thursday, Aug. 13
4:54 p.m. – An 18-year-old 

male was arrested on charges 
of three counts assault and 
battery with a dangerous 
weapon associated with a 
mental health and domestic 
incident.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, July 31

12:12 p.m. – Officers 
responded to residence for 
a report of a missing elderly 
woman. She had a history of 
walking home. She walked 
from the residence 40 min-
utes prior to the call. A ping 
was done on her phone and 
then an officer was able to 
locate the person on North 
Main Street. Belchertown 
Fire paramedics evaluated 
and bought to station for a 
pickup. 

4:21 p.m. – A person spoke 
with an officer with concerns 
about an acquaintance they 
had. 

5:20 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person about 
concerns regarding elder 
abuse and financial matters.

Sunday, Aug. 2
10:33 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident 
on Bardwell Street. A vehi-

cle going west on Bardwell 
Street went off the roadway 
and struck a tree stump and 
into the yard of a residence. 
The airbags were deployed. 
The vehicle was towed. No 
injuries were reported. 

12:19 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Bay Road. A U-Hail took 
down power lines and drove 
away from the scene. Upon 
the officer’s arrival, electrical 
and cable lines were pulled 
down. The road was blocked 
off. The officer got the reg-
istration plate from a witness 
at the scene. A subpoena was 
filed to get information on 
who was using the U-Haul at 
the time of the accident. 

8:15 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a North Main 
Street residence for a resi-
dent who was concerned 
about a neighbor using a 
camera and pointing it at the 
property. They didn’t know 
which direction it was facing 
in. 

Monday, Aug. 3
12:39 p.m. – An officer 

spoke with a person regard-
ing an incident of fraud. 
They were contacted by their 
bank reporting a check had 
been altered and cashed. The 
check was made to a com-
pany for services that were 
rendered and the company 
never got the check. The per-
son was also told the amount 
was changed. The bank they 
made the check from was in 
Rhode Island, it was nego-
tiated and cleared at anoth-
er bank. An officer reached 
out to the bank to get video 
footage of the incident. The 
matter was being forwarded 
to an investigator. 

1:52 p.m. – Officers emp-
tying the drug take-back 
box. BPD wants to remind 
the public that sharps, liquids 
and inhalers don’t go in the 
take back box. There will 
now be plastic bags to empty 
pill bottles into before being 
disposed of in the box. 

9:45 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a residence to 
deal with a domestic and 

mental health event involving 
a juvenile.

Tuesday, Aug. 4
4 a .m.  –  An officer 

responded to an accident on 
Boardman Road. A vehicle 
trying to back up and do a 
three-point turn, went into a 
ditch on Boardman Road. It 
was towed and driven away 
from the scene. No injuries 
were reported. 

1:56 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident. A 
vehicle that was parked and 
unoccupied was struck by 
another vehicle that left the 
scene. The parked vehicle 
was able to be driven from 
the scene. 

Wednesday, Aug. 5
8:41 p.m. – Belchertown 

fire paramedics and an offi-
cer went to a residence for a 
juvenile who was in a mental 
health crisis.

1:41 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a residence for 
a verbal domestic violence 
incident.

11:55 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a report of a 
stolen package. The person 
said they had packages to 
take in from the front stairs 
of their residence ordered 
from several businesses. 
They said they would get a 
receipt to the officer. There 
are no suspects at this time. 
Then the next day the offi-
cer followed up with the res-
ident. The resident said they 
are waiting for reimburse-
ment for one of the packages 
then they wouldn’t need the 
incident report. They wanted 
the matter documented. 

Thursday, Aug. 6
2:48 p.m. – An officer 

spoke with a resident regard-
ing a check written to a com-
pany decided not to do busi-
ness then later discovered 
purchase was made and no 
one knew who made the pur-
chase and went to bank to 
report fraud. The matter was 
documented.

11:46 p.m. – An offi-
cer spoke with a person 

about a past disturbance the 
night before the person was 
involved in a divorce. There 
were concerns about the chil-
dren and the person wanted 
the incident to be document-
ed.

Friday, Aug. 7
9:15 a.m. – An officer took 

a report of past threats made 
to a resident on Gulf Road. 
The person said they were 
exploring a relationship with 
a person when the person 
said they were going to go to 
the caller’s house to confront 
them. They wanted the con-
versation documented. It was 
regarding a photo that was 
sent from one person to the 
other. The matter was docu-
mented.

12:23 p.m. – A resident 
wanted to turn in a BB gun 
they no longer used and it 
was entered into property to 
be destroyed. 

2:46 p.m. – An officer 
was going to a residence for 
a mental health check. They 
were making threats to hurt 
themselves. A wellbeing 
check was conducted. 

6:56 p.m. – An officer 
neighbor dispute. The offi-
cer spoke with the people 
involved. One person was 
allegedly harassing the per-
son for money that was owed 
to them. Then the person was 
told they owed more money 
than originally agreed upon. 
The officer said it was a civil 
issue and were advised how 
to get a harassment preven-
tion order. 

Tuesday, Aug. 11
11:23 a.m. – An officer 

spoke with a Mill Valley 
Road resident for a phone 
call from a person claiming 
to need gift cards to make a 
payment on their electric bill. 
They were concerned about 
their bill being compromised 
and wanted to have the mat-
ter documented. 

1:35 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of larceny/fraud. 
The resident got a phone call 
from a company they used 
to send money electronical-
ly. They believed it was legit 
and then said a recent trans-
action was not completed 
when their bank account was 
not reflecting the informa-
tion. They also had another 
withdrawal through anoth-
er account which wasn’t 
flagged as fraud. Their 
WhatsApp account was 
hacked, and then suspicious 
messages were sent too. 

3:42 p.m. – An officer and 
Belchertown fire paramedics 
responded to a youth in cri-
sis. They were transported to 
the hospital for evaluation. 

Wednesday, Aug. 12
6:23 a.m. – A person 

reported an elderly woman 
was disoriented and they fell. 
They didn’t speak English. 

7:34 a.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Federal Street. A vehicle 
reversed out of a parking spot 
in a parking lot of a Federal 
Street business and was 
struck by another vehicle. 
There was damage to both 
vehicles, but both were able 
to be driven from the scene. 
No injuries were reported.

3:46 p.m. – An offi-
cer responded to a George 
Hannum Road business to 
speak with loss prevention 
staff to report to shoplifting. 
The officer spoke with the 
person who reported a per-
son entered through the store 
and grabbed energy drinks 
into a shopping cart from the 
back of the store. Then the 
person went out the exit on 
the opposite side of the entry. 

They walked past open regis-
ters and then handed off the 
carriage to another person. 
After looking at surveillance 
they identified the suspect in 
question. One of the officers 
thought they recognized the 
person. Further investigation 
will be conducted.

4:05 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person about a 
scam. The person said they 
began an online relationship 
with a person they’ve never 
met in person. The relation-
ship began in Dec. 2025. The 
person was asked to send 
photos of themselves and 
then the person proceeded to 
blackmail them. They were 
told to give the person gift 
cards and money. The matter 
was documented. 

7:12 p.m. – An officer con-
ducted a wellbeing check on 
a person concerning a dis-
turbance that occurred with 
their neighbor. They have an 
ongoing issue with the neigh-
bor. When one person came 
home, it appeared the neigh-
bor was waiting for them, 
and they began yelling at one 
another. They swore at the 
person. 

Thursday, Aug. 13
10:01 a.m. – An offi-

cer responded to a report of 
suspicious activity. An offi-
cer responded to a North 
Main Street residence for a 
report of a person knocking 
on a back door. The officer 
walked to the rear of the 
building and saw one person 
smoking on a different porch. 
They said their friend lives in 
the apartment, and they were 
waiting for the friend. 

Granby 
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to 165 calls for the week 
of Aug. 7 through Aug. 13. 
Those arrested are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

Saturday, Aug. 8
8:43 a.m. – A Red Fire 

employee reported a theft 
from their cash box in the 
farm stand. An incident 
report was completed.

9:25 a.m. – A motor-
ist reported a two-car acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no 
injuries.

Sunday, Aug. 9 
6:43 p.m. – A motorist 

reported a two-car accident. 
South Hadley Police and 
Massachusetts State Police 
were called for mutual aid 
because our officers were 
on another call. Granby Fire 
responded. There were no 
injuries and state police com-
pleted the accident report.

Monday, Aug. 10 
4:01 p.m. – A resident 

reported a minor two-car 
accident. There were no inju-
ries.

Wednesday, Aug. 12
8:15 p.m. – A motorist 

reported that a deer just ran 
into their car. There were no 
injuries.

Thursday, Aug. 13
4:18 p.m. – A caller report-

ed that a vehicle struck an 
electric bicycle at the listed 
intersection. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. No one 
was in the area after they 
arrived and the call was 
unfounded.
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2 Columns x 3” .................... $75
2 Columns x 5”  .................$125
3 Columns x 4” 
(1/8 Page) ...........................$150
3 Coumns x 8”
(1/4 Page) ...........................$275
4 Columns x 5”  .................$300
4 Columns x 8”  .................$375
6 Columns x 8” 
(1/2 Page) ...........................$450
6 Column x 16” 
(Full Page) ..........................$800

CONTACT PAIGE TO ADVERTISE
PLAWOR@TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

EXHIBIT HALL, RIDES, EXHIBIT HALL, RIDES, 
PARADE, FOOD, FUN PARADE, FOOD, FUN 

AND MORE!AND MORE!

Stars, Stripes 
and Fair Nights
SSEPTEMBER 
25-26-27

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE HOMEHOME PROs

Build Your  
Business

CALL: 
413.283.8393

EMAIL: 
nbrady@turley.com

Special Advertising Rates 
for Local Small Businesses 
- Ad Design Included!

Reach local 
households, 
in print 
and online!

HEREHERE

OVERHEAD DOORS

Call Today for  Professional Installation 
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

PAINTING

413-813-7328
Dustin Pennington

• INTERIOR 
• EXTERIOR 
• RESIDENTIAL 
• COMMERCIAL

Start your interior 
projects today!

www.penningtonpaintingco.net

LAWN & GARDEN

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945

TRAILER SALES

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Enclosed

Utility
Dump

Equipment

TREE WORK
INSURED AND CERTIFIED

dlangtree.com
■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding
Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GLASS

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Labor Day, there will 
be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES 

& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, Sept. 3
– Thank you!

Beginning with a July 16 
win over Ocean State, Valley 
continued the winning ways 
to close the regular season 
10-3, including victories over 
Sanford, Vermont, Martha’s 
Vineyard and Ocean State.
Valley capped off theirhot 
finish by sweeping a must-
win doubleheader on the 
final day of the regular sea-
son to secure the seventh 
seed in the NECBL playoffs.

Along the way, Valley 
reached the 20-win mark, a 
milestone Raiola said should 

not be overlooked.
“Twenty wins is an accom-

plishment,” Raiola said. “It is 
tough to win 20 games in this 
league.”

The la te-season push 
reflected the resi l ience 
the Blue Sox built over the 
course of the summer.

“Look at what happened 
[and] where we were in the 
middle of the year, and then 
[look at] how we ended it,” 
Raiola said. “Do you quit 
when times get tough, or 
do you stick it out and keep 
working?”

The postseason, however, 

presented another challenge.
With four games in three 

days just to reach the play-
offs, Valley entered its open-
ing-round series against 
Sanford with a taxed pitching 
staff and an everyday lineup 
that had shouldered a heavy 
workload during the season’s 
final stretch. The Mainers 
capitalized, winning Games 
1 and 2 to end the Blue Sox’s 
season.

“We just ran out of gas 
before we got to the finish 
line,” Raiola said.

Still, the finish did little 
to diminish what the group 

accomplished.
“We don’t always want 

to have to win 10 out of the 
last 13 to get in. We’d like to 
take care of business a little 
bit before that, but that’s the 
way it went this year,” Raiola 
said. “Credit to [the play-
ers] who had to go out there 
and show up every single 
day, tired, same lineup and 
grinding their way through it 
… Overall, [We want them 
to] be better at the end than 
when they started.”

BLUE SOX from page 10

“Showtime is 8 p.m. We’ll 
have a booth up for about 
an hour,” Delphia said and 
mentioned later the booth 
opening will be at 7 p.m. “Of 
course, we’ll be taking dona-
tions but again, the event is 
free for the public.”

The movie night is one of 
many events in the works for 
the council, who strives to 
put Granby on the map as 

both a cultural epicenter and 
a local tourist attraction.  The 
events are designed to not 
only bring more eyes to the 
town but to increase aware-
ness around the Cultural 
Council.

“I think we wanted to do 
something that was family 
friendly,” Delphia said when 
asked why they chose the 
iconic movie as the night’s 
screening.  “It’s an outdoor 
movie night so there may be 

noise, but I think so many 
people have seen this film 
that it won’t be a problem for 
people to miss little parts or 
if they have to get up and get 
an ice cream.”

Delphia stated the well-
known film was a way to pull 
people in and get townsfolk 
more involved with the wider 
community.  She expressed 
her desire to have original 
and different events in town 
other than the usual band 

music nights or other tradi-
tional outdoor concerts.

“We want to try to attract 
other artists, maybe have 
more ideas of what to do 
outs ide,”  Delphia  said. 
The chair stated she want-
ed to have more “diversity” 
in the Council’s offerings, 
“maybe more diverse cultural 
events” as a supplement to 
more traditional planned out-
ings.  She cited plays as one 
potential fun offering for the 

community and expressed a 
desire for more venues with-
in town limits.

“One of the things that we 
would love to do is a food 
truck event,” Delphia said 
when asked which events she 
would like to see appear in 
Granby and what limitations 
the Council is facing.  “We 
could have a great resource 
in Dufrense Park.  We have 
have other buildings that we 
think we could use but we 

don’t.  So, I think it’s real-
ly the space dictates a lot of 
what we can do.”

Those interested in run-
ning future events in Granby 
should be aware they do not 
necessarily have to be from 
the town, so long as the fes-
tivities take place within 
town limits.  Those inter-
ested in pitching an event 
may reach out to the Granby 
Cultural Council at gcultural-
council@gmail.com.

MOVIE NIGHT from page 1
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
 New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MOVING SALE
MOVING SALE

184 OSBORNE ROAD, WARE
Aug. 22-Aug. 23, 9am-4pm

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham 
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. 
A veteran owned company. Call John at 
(413)206-6509. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.  

$27.40 to $32.21 per hour 
based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job description 
are available online at

 www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing 
admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

In observance of 
Labor Day, 

there will be an 

EARLY 
CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE.

To advertise, 
place your ad 
no later than 

NOON 
Thursday, 

Sept. 3, 2026

Thank You!

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews
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AUTO BODY
R E E C E  A U T O  B O D Y 
Com plete Auto Body, Paint & 
Repair, auto glass, computerized 
paint matching, also routine car 
maintenance. Free estimates. Old 
Springfield Rd., Belchertown. 
413-323-6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops, 
Screen Repairs. New Computer 
Sales and Accessor ies,  PC 
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades, 
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-
1122. John Alix, Owner.

GUNSMITH
SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS 
Full service full time gunsmith. 
40 Years experience. Located at 
450 State St., Belchertown.
413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal 
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012. 
Great cuts for men and women. A 
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR ANCE 
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main 
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel. 
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591. 
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto, 
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN &  PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel 
H o r s e ,  S c a g ,  J o n s e r e d , 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., Amherst, 
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROOFING
R O B E R T S  R O O F S  C O . , 
INC.  Trus ted  name s ince 
1982. Commercial, industrial, 
res ident ia l .  Specia l iz ing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat roofing. 
Snow Removal. Fully licensed. 
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING,  INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales & 
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs, 
trailer hitches, trailer repairs, 
welding, fabrication, lawnmower 
repairs .  330 Harkness Rd. , 
Amherst. 413-253-4867

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
HVAC UPGRADES

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN
POLICE STATION & 

SENIOR CENTER
The Town of Belchertown, 

the Awarding Authority, invites 
sealed bids for the HVAC  Up-
grades  at Belchertown Police 
Station 70 State Street and Senior 
Center, 60 State Street,  Belcher-
town, Massachusetts 01007.

The work involves the re-
placement of air handler units, 
fan coils, electronics, controls, 
and electric power upgrades. 
Estimated construction cost is 
six hundred thousand dollars ($ 
600,000). 

DCAMM certification and up-
date are required in the category 
of HVAC, prime.

DCAMM certification and up-
date are required in the category 
of Electrical sub-bid

Bidder selection, procedures 
and contract awards shall be in 
conformity with M.G.L. Chapter 
149 Section 44A-H. State man-
dated prevailing wage rates must 
be paid according to M.G.L. 
Chapter 149 sections 26-27H.

Digital copies of the drawings 
and specifications may be ob-
tained by emailing requests to 
the office of Roy S. Brown Ar-
chitects at 85rsba@gmail.com 
after Thursday, August 20, 2026 
at 2 pm.

Sealed sub-bids for Electrical 
will be accepted from eligible 
bidders at the office of the Town 
Administrator, Finnerty House, 1 
South Main Street, Belchertown, 
Massachusetts 01007 until 2:00 
pm, Thursday, September 10, 
2026 at which time they shall be 
publicly opened. A bid security 

in the form of a bid bond, cash or 
certified check in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the bid price 
must accompany the bid.

Sealed General Bids will be 
accepted from eligible bidders at 
the office of the Town Adminis-
trator, Finnerty House, 1 South 
Main Street, Belchertown, Mas-
sachusetts 01007 until 2:00 pm, 
Thursday, September 17, 2026 
at which time they shall be pub-
licly opened. A bid security in 
the form of a bid bond, cash or 
certified check in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the bid price 
must accompany the bid. 

A contractor briefing is 
scheduled Friday August 28, 
2026 at 10 am, beginning at the 
Belchertown Police Station, 70 
State Street and following at the 
Senior Center, 60 State Street, 
Belchertown, MA 01007.

The Awarding Authority re-
serves the right to reject any or 
all bids, should it be deemed in 
the public interest to do so.                  

Steven J. Williams, Director 
Town Administrator

08/20/2026

Notice of Planning Board 
Hearing Relative to

Proposed Zoning By-law 
Amendments/Addition

Pursuant to MGL c.40A, §5.
The Planning Board will hold 

a public hearing to discuss pro-
posed amendments in the town’s 
zoning by-laws.  

The public hearing will be 
held September 8, 2026 at 7:15 
p.m. in the Select Board Meeting 
Room, Lawrence Memorial Hall
2 Jabish Street, Belchertown. 

Remote access: https://meet.
goto.com/173538941; Phone: 
+1 (408) 650-3123; Access 
Code: 173-538-941.

The subject matter to amend 
the zoning bylaw, Chapter 145 of 
the Code of the Town of Belcher-
town, by amending Chapter 145, 
Article V, §145-11, Schedule of 
Uses, to permit certain business 
uses in the Industrial zone as 
posted on the town’s web site 
and on file with the Town Clerk 
and Planning Department.

The complete text relative to 
the proposed amendments are 
available for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Town Clerk’s office and the Plan-
ning Board office and at mass
publicnotices.org
08/20, 08/27/2026

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Contact Paige at PLawor@turley.com or 413.283.8393

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com
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Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

cope, because that’s how 
generations past have done 
it.”

In perimenopause, which 
can start in a woman’s late 
30s, and menopause, estro-
gen levels begin dropping, 
which is what brings on a 
host of physical and emo-
tional  symptoms. Each 
month after puberty, your 
body prepares for pregnancy. 
In menopause, the ovaries 
stop that process, sometimes 
gradually and sometimes 
abruptly, as when a woman 
undergoes a hysterectomy 
that also removes the ova-
ries.

There seem to be two 
main themes surrounding 
the discussion of menopause 
today: Better treatment and 
management of symptoms 
and the sense of empow-
erment a woman can gain 
when her child-bearing 
years are past.

Menopause is a natural 
process, not an illness or 
condition. Hormone replace-
ment therapy (HRT) has 
long been in use as a front-
line treatment for easing 
menopausal hot flashes. It 
also eases other menopause 
symptoms and slows bone 
loss. It’s best used by peo-
ple who are younger than 60 
and within 10 years of the 
onset of menopause.

Not everyone can use 
estrogen because of cancer 
risks, although low-dosage 
creams or rings that can be 
inserted into the vagina are 
generally helpful for vaginal 
dryness, urinary issues and 
painful intercourse.

It’s encouraging to see 
new therapies emerging and 
new uses being found for 
existing medications. Low-
dose antidepressants (SSRIs) 
and the anti-seizure medica-
tion gabapentin have been 
shown to reduce hot flash-
es, one of the most common 
complaints. Medications to 
slow bone loss and addition-
al calcium are helpful. Soy 
may also reduce frequency 
and severity of symptoms.

Researchers are working 
to develop treatments that 
effectively manage meno-
pausal symptoms while min-
imizing risks associated with 
HRT. A new non-hormonal 
treatment from AbCellera 
just completed a successful 
phase two clinical trial in 
which participants reported 
83% fewer hot flashes and 
better sleep. It works by tar-

geting a receptor that helps 
regulate body temperature.

I think the most promising 
development in menopause 
treatment is the “matriarchal 
revolution,” the realization 
that post-menopausal years 
can be a time of increased 
empowerment and leader-
ship, as women find new 
opportunities to embrace 
their wisdom and life expe-
riences.

Gen X won’t let their 
daughters and granddaugh-
ters suffer, either. As one 
woman wrote on social 
media, “We’re going to be 
out there teaching Gen Z 
and Gen Alpha about what 

to expect and how to treat 
symptoms.”

You go, girl. 

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, 
a  Monson res ident ,  i s 
a registered nurse and 
board-cert i fied  pat ient 
advocate. She is the author 
of several books on advo-
cacy and founder of Nurse 
Advocate Entrepreneur, 
which equips medical pro-
fessionals with the knowl-
edge and skills to start their 
own advocacy business-
es. Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com. 

HEALTH from page 6

BELCHERTOWN — 
The Town of Belchertown 
is preparing for the return 
of community fireworks 
on Sept. 24, the center-
piece of its America250 
Semiquincentennial cele-
bration, held alongside the 
Belchertown Fair. A new 
matching-donation oppor-
tunity from a local business 
is helping build momentum 
toward the event.

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Mass. has offered 
to match community dona-
tions to the fireworks 
fund, dollar for dollar, up 
to $12,000. The matching 
opportunity means that 
every gift made between 
now and the event will 
e ffec t ive ly  doub le  in 
impact, helping the com-
munity reach its fundraising 
goal.

“Belchertown has always 
been more than the place 
where we do business — 
i t ’s  home.  My family 
and I have built our lives 

here, and we’re grateful 
to be part of a communi-
ty that has supported us 
for so many years. The 
Belcher town Fai r  has 
long been a tradition that 
brings families, friends, 
and neighbors together, and 
the fireworks have always 
been one of the highlights. 
That’s why my family and 
I are proud to match dona-
tions to help bring the fire-
works back this September. 
We hope our commitment 
encourages others to join us 
so this cherished tradition 
can continue creating mem-
ories for families through-
out our community,” said 
Tim Drost, Owner, Window 
World of Western Mass.

S e v e r a l  c o m m u n i -
ty sponsors have already 
stepped forward to help 
fund the display, including 
Hulmes Transportation, 
Easthampton Savings Bank, 
and Country Bank, along 
with other generous local 
donors.

“Community sponsors 
like these are what make 
an event like this possi-
ble,” said Kyle Thibeault, 
Recreation Director. “This 
night is about so much 
more than fireworks — it’s 
tied to the Belchertown 
Fair and to our town’s cel-
ebration of America’s 250th 
anniversary. Having local 
businesses and residents 
invest in that means the 
whole community gets to 
be part of something mem-
orable together.”

Businesses interested in 
becoming a fireworks spon-
sor, across three sponsor-
ship levels, are encouraged 
to contact Kyle Thibeault, 
Recreation Director, at 
KThibeault@belchertown.
org or 413-323-0419.

R e s i d e n t s  i n t e r e s t -
ed in making a donation 
can do so through the 
Recreation Department’s 
fireworks donation page: 
www.be lcher town.org /
FireworksDonation 

Local business offers to match   
donations for return of fireworks

WA R E — T h e  n e x t 
Kids’ Corner workshop at 
Ware Grange will be the 
“Enchanted Forest Nature 
Party” and will take place 
during the Grange Fair on 
Saturday, Aug. 29 at 10 a.m. 
at the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road in Ware. 

Kids’ Corner workshops 

are led by preschool teach-
er, Jen McNally, and teach 
children about nature and 
the environment through 
stories, songs and fun activ-
ities. 

Th i s  workshop  wi l l 
explore the great outdoors 
in conjunction with the 
Ware Grange Fair.

Children will take a guid-
ed nature walk to learn 
about our outdoor world and 
look for natural items to use 
in making crafts. 

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.

Kids’ Corner workshop Aug. 29



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  AU GU ST  20,  2026PAGE 16

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

Your porch should be a sanctuary, not a struggle with the elements. 
At Hometown Exteriors, we specialize in transforming 3-season 
rooms with the innovative Expanse™ by Porchwerx.

This one-of-a-kind design features dual retractable top and 
bottom screens, giving you amazing, uncluttered views of your 
surroundings. Whether you’re enjoying a quiet morning coffee or a 
family sunset, the Expanse™ system allows the brilliance of nature 
to take center stage while keeping your living space comfortable 
and protected.

Extend Porch Season with
3-Season Porch Windows.


