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BELCHERTOWN – The 
time for outdoor concerts 
has arrived, and the blankets 
and lawn chairs are out for 
an evening of relaxing time 
to listen to music, and have 
a good time with family and 
friends. 

T h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Community Band, which 
has been going strong since 
1986, is back and offering 
performances through the 
end of August, sharing their 
musical talents with the com-
munity. 

“There are 90 members on 
the books but about 75 dif-
ferent musicians play week-
ly due to summer vacations. 
Members range from 12 to 
80 years old and all abilities 
levels and occupations. There 
are members that play week-
ly in other area groups and 
those who literally play for 
our 8 week long season,” said 
Michael Bauer, the director 
of the band.

The band has been going 
strong for 40 years, but 
this year is its 49th sea-
son, as they did not meet to 
play during one year of the 
COVID pandemic. 

The community  band 

i s  made  up  of  most ly 
Belchertown residents, but 
a few came to join the band 
from towns as far away as 
Sutton and Hinsdale. 

“I love the diversity and 
different mix of musicians. I 
thoroughly enjoy the “clos-
et musicians” who dig their 
instrument out of the closet 
for eight weeks. These are 

usually people who loved 
playing in their high school 
band but went on to different 
career and families and all 
that goes with it,” said Bauer. 

Musicians come from all 
sorts of playing styles, and 
some may have been playing 
consistently, but others may 
not have played for decades 
and want to take up the art-

form once more. Whatever 
your play style, and no mat-
ter how long it’s been, the 
community band is open to 
everyone who has a love, or 
once had a love, for playing 
music.

“It’s enjoyable to see 
that the members coming 

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
town is faced with anoth-
er financial crisis follow-
ing an announcement of 
a 20% rate increase on 
Hampshire County Group 
Insurance Trust premiums 
for active plans, accord-
ing to Belchertown Human 

Resources Director Joanne 
Misiaszek.

The town will need to 
pay a total of $911,000: 
$241,024 for the town side 
and $656,352 for school dis-
trict, according to Director 
of Human Resources Joanne 
Misiaszek.

The town gets its insur-
ance from Hampshire County 
Group Insurance Trust. 

“The trust is established…
for the joint purchase of 
insurance. The towns, cities, 
fire districts, regional school 
districts, water districts and 
Community Development 
Corporations are members 
of the trust,” according to its 
website. “The employees are 
not members of the trust but 
employees of the member 
units.” 

The trust  covers over 
12,000 participants includ-
ing municipal employees and 

their families. 
“If this increase didn’t go 

into effect, it would be more 

likely to become insolv-
able and we would be with-
out health insurance,” said 
Misiaszek. “It’s a very unfor-
tunate situation.”

Tow n  M a n a g e r  S t eve 
Williams said the town has 
been in contact with local leg-
islatures, calling the situation 
a “devasting hit to the budget.”

Health insurance increase to have ‘huge budget impact’
“If this increase didn’t go into effect, it 
would be more likely to become insolvable 
and we would be without health insurance. 
It’s a very unfortunate situation.”

– JOANNE MISIASZEK

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee, during 
their June 17 meeting, dis-
cussed the idea of region-
alization and the idea of 
potential school consolida-
tion, as well as what they 
would do regarding school 
choice. 

During their July 29 
meeting, they continued 
their discussion about 
regionalization, and wheth-
er or not they would go for-
ward with it, with several 
members of the communi-
ty coming forward during 
public comment to share 
their thoughts and ask 
questions.

Superintendent Brian 
Cameron began the conver-
sation about regionalization 
of schools at the June 17 
meeting, and what parts of 

the school district would be 
regionalized. 

“It’s all what we want 
out of it, and once again 
we need the partnership 
of another town,” said 
Cameron. 

While the question of 
regionalization and what 
towns are actually willing 
to regionalize is still there, 
it is difficult to figure out 
which towns will actually 

be  wi l l ing 
considering 
the opinions 
of the towns 
and their res-
idents.

The com-
mittee mem-
bers weighed 

their options, and how to 
address whether the build-
ings will be consolidated 
or not, with studies planned 
for the future. 

“It’s a big decision, but 
I just don’t know what to 
ask for at this point from 
anyone that would like to 
pursue [regionalization],” 
said Cameron.

M e m b e r s  J a c o b 
Hulseberg and Lamikco 

School Committee 
discusses possible 
regionalization

Belchertown Community Bandreturns for the summerreturns for the summer

Playing on the common, all in matching white shirts. SUBMITTED PHOTO

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The 
teens had their summer read-
ing party to close out the 
summer reading series last 
Friday, and it was a won-
derful occasion that brought 
out teens from all over town, 
filling the front lawn of the 
library. 

Ruthie Sterling, the teen 
services coordinator, has run 
the teen program for the past 
five years, and loves every 
minute of it, taking her own 
love for the library as she has 
worked there since she was a 
page at 15 years old, to now 
running the teen program.

“I’ve been able to see it 
from the whole perspective. I 
started here as a library page, 
and having my whole life 
move up, being a part of the 
community, and being part 
of the change to get the teens 
their own space and reading 
program is awesome because 
I know I would have appre-
ciated that as a kid,” said 
Sterling.

With the exception of the 
first year being a little chaot-
ic as Sterling began the teen 
program as the pandemic 
began, it has since grown to 
truly encompass and wel-
come teens from all back-
grounds, with different ideas 
and personalities that have 
helped it to grow. 

“I  feel  l ike they are 
Belchertown’s future, and 
they are the future library 
users. When teens come to 
the library, it means they 
actually want to be there,” 
said Sterling. “Being here 
for the past five years, I’ve 
been able to see the people 
become friends and develop 
their own talents and then go 
off to college. Teens know so 
much more than what adults 
give them credit for.” 

The teens a part of the 
summer reading program 

have come and gone in the 
past, with it starting out with 
about 50 or so joining in, 
then losing interest, but this 
year, the teens really took on 
the challenge to “level up” 
their reading. 

“I love every part of the 
summer programs. Who 
doesn’t love summer? I have 
always loved summer, but 
specifically knowing with 
the teens, they get to enjoy 
what the town and library 
has to offer without being 
stressed about grades at the 

same time. It’s so much more 
relaxed,” said Sterling. 

This year, Ultraviolet came 
to perform at the party, and 
the teens got to do the year-
ly tradition of tie-dyeing 
their t-shirts, and also got to 
enjoy the chance to select a 
book or two from the free 
books leftover from the reg-
ular deleted rotations from 
the library shelf, or the book 
sale. 

Teens celebrate end of summer reading series

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The 
time of summer reading 
is coming to the end with 
school starting just around 
the corner, but it isn’t just 
humans that enjoy a good 
book and learning some-
thing new. 

As a part of a new and 
fun experience, Clapp 
Memorial Library’s very 

own Cera Triceratops went 
on a travelling adventure 
“around the world” to dis-
cover new and different 
libraries around the world. 

“I’m happy to be a 
part of creating magical 
moments in our town. Our 
local librarian triceratops is 
traveling around the world 
this summer and I get to 
help make her look good 
in pictures?! Yes please,” 

Reading fun with
Cera the Triceratops

“We’re trying to find a 
way to save money and 
consolidate our buildings.” 

– JACOB HULSEBERG

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Cera the Triceratops with her bag packed and grabbing a 
snack before her adventure.

Please see BUDGET, page 5

Please see REGIONALIZE, 
page 5

Please see BAND, page 5

Please see TEENS, page 12

Please see CERA, page 9

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Jassen and Logan West with Jacob Staples dyeing their shirts together, and a biker stopping to 
listen to the music.
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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Our Own 
Fresh Corn

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beans, 

Beets, Cucumbers, Blueberries, Tomatoes, Peaches & Dill
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, 
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products

Check Out Our NEW LOCAL VENDORS:
Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!

• ORNAMENTAL FALL GRASSES • POTTED BASIL PLANTS ON SALE!
Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby

413-467-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

EBT  In Store

BELCHERTOWN - BOAT 
(Belchertown Overcoming 
Adversity Together) will 
host its annual Overdose 
Aw a r e n e s s  Vi g i l  o n 
Wednesday, August 28, 2025, 
from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
on the Belchertown Town 
Common.  This event honors 
those lost to overdose and 
provides space for remem-
brance, reflection, and com-
munity healing. The evening 
will include personal sto-
ries, remembrance activities, 
and access to local support 
resources.

From 6:00 to 6:45 PM, 
attendees may visit reflection 
stations including:
•	 A Memory Table / Wall of 

Light
•	 A Creative Healing Station 

with kindness rock paint-
ing, dragonfly art, and 
luminary bag decorating

•	 A Comfort & Care Station
•	 Resource Tables with 

information on recovery 
and grief support

•	 A Legacy in Action Table 
for honoring loved ones 
through future service
A t  6 : 4 5  P M ,  B OAT 

Co-Chair Angela Battle will 
open the speaking portion, 
followed by remarks from 
State Representative Aaron 
Saunders. BOAT Secretary 
Alene Motta will share a 
poem, and community mem-
bers are invited to read their 
own tributes.

The evening also includes 
a First Light Candle Relay, 
collective name reading, 
moment of stillness, and an 
open mic for personal stories.

“We gather not only to 
grieve, but to remember with 
intention and to support each 
other in healing,” said Angela 
Battle. “Every name, every 
story, every light matters.”

The event is free and open 
to the public. Guests are 
encouraged to bring photos 
for the memory table.

For more information or 
to volunteer, contact BOAT 
at khoag@belchertownps.org

Four rising seniors from 
Belchertown High School’s 
Class of 2026 (Ryan Gould, 
Sofia Cofone,  Brandon 
O’Connor, and Brian Burns) 
were selected to attend 
the American Legion’s 

Massachusetts Boys State 
and Girls State programs this 
summer at Stonehill College. 
During the weeklong pro-
gram, they explored govern-
ment, leadership, and civic 
engagement through hands-

on activities like mock elec-
tions and legislative sessions. 
Founded in the 1930s, the 
program is widely respected 
for its role in inspiring young 
leaders and fostering a strong 
sense of civic responsibility.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Ryan Gould, Sofia Cofone, Brandon O’Connor, and Brian Burns.

BHS students attend leadership program

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Clapp Memorial Library 
has programs and events for 
all ages coming up in the 
first half of August. Visit 
our website: clapplibrary.
org or stop by the library 
at 19 South Main Street 
in Belchertown to find out 
everything that’s going on. 
We love to see our friends 
and neighbors! For All 
Ages: “Level Up at Your 
Library” Summer Reading 
Programs - Through August 
16th! This year’s Summer 
Reading Program theme is 
“Level Up at Your Library”. 
We have a Summer Reading 
Program for every age group 
with reading challenges, 
raffles and prizes, special 
events, parties, and more! 
Register online at clappli-
brary.beanstack.com or via 
the Beanstack app. For more 
information, visit our web-
site: clapplibrary.org. To 
register offline, please visit 
the Circulation Desk or call 
413-323-0417. 

Ask-a-Nurse Friday
 on August 15, 

from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Kirsten Krieger,  RN, 

BSN, the Public Health 
Nurse for the Quabbin 
Health District, will be 
at the library for this free 
health and wellness clinic. 
Learn about health condi-
tions, receive blood pressure 
and blood sugar checks, 
find out about community 
resources including harm 
reduction, health and well-
ness education, and more! 
No appointment needed. 

FOR ADULTS

What “YA” Readin’? 
Book Club on 

Thursday, August 7, 
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Still loving The Hunger 
Games? Not over Twilight? 
Are you curious about what 
teens are reading these 
days? Clapp Memorial 
Library has a book discus-
sion group for individuals 
aged 18 or older who read 
Young Adult books! At our 
August meeting, we’ll dis-
cuss Sunrise on the Reaping 
by Suzanne Collins. Copies 
of the book are available to 
borrow on hoopla. Physical 

books and CD audiobooks 
can be requested and picked 
up at the library’s circula-
tion desk. New members are 
welcome! Email rsterling@
cwmars.org with any ques-
tions. 

FOR TEENS

Teen Book Club on 
Wednesday, from 

August 13, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Join the library’s Teen 

Book Club for its last meet-
ing of the summer to discuss 
Star Splitter by Matthew 
J. Kirby. This Teen Book 
Club is in conjunction with 
the MA Teen Choice Book 
Awards (MTCBA), the only 
book award in the state 
selected by teens. Copies of 
the book are available for 
checkout at the library’s 
circulation desk and on the 
Libby app. Snacks will be 
provided at the meeting. 
Email clapplibrarytab@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions. All attendees will earn 
a raffle ticket for the Teen 
Summer Reading Program. 

Taylor Swift 
Diamond-Painting on 

Wednesday, August 13, 
from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Taylor Swift will never 

go out of Style! Have The 
Best Day at the library at 
this Diamond-Painting pro-
gram for teens ages 12-18! 
Make your own Bejeweled 
Diamond-Painted Swiftie 
Eras bookmark! Space (and 
Eras) are limited so don’t 
wait a Fortnight! Email 
clapplibrarytab@gmail.com 
or call the library to regis-
ter! Are you… Ready for 
It? All attendees will earn 
a raffle ticket for the Teen 
Summer Reading Program. 
Teens must be registered 
for  the  Teen  Summer 
Reading Program to attend. 
This program is funded by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library. 

FOR KIDS
Carrie Ferguson and 

The Grumpytime 
Club Concert on 

Wednesday, August 6, 
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

The Grumpytime Club 
offers children and families 
welcoming and inclusive 

messages about accepting 
feelings, celebrating differ-
ences, and loving ourselves 
exactly as we are. This con-
cert will take place on the 
Library lawn, or in case of 
rain, Town Hall. Made pos-
sible by the Friends of the 
Clapp Memorial Library 
a n d  o u r  C o m m u n i t y 
Sponsors. 

Jacques’ Concert on 
Wednesday, August 13, 
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Join us for an evening 
of music on the Library 
Lawn! Singing, dancing, 
and fun for all ages with 
Ann Marie Messbauer and 
Jacques “Pop” Hooten. 
We’ll meet in Town Hall if 
it rains. Made possible by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library and our 
Community Sponsors. 

Billy Goats and Beyond: 
Wildlife Bridge Challenge 
on Friday, August 15, from 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Three goats crossing a 

bridge? Sounds like a fairy-
tale, but it’s a great way 
to keep animals safe! Join 
a Hitchcock Center for the 
Environment educator for 
this hands-on children’s 
program. We’ll read a quick 
story about a real-life ani-
mal crossing; then, express 
your inner engineer as you 
and your adult design, build, 
and test a bridge using sim-
ple materials. Can it stand 
strong in a salamander stam-
pede or a mammal migra-
tion? And we’ll end with 
a visit from a live critter 
who puts wildlife bridg-
es to use. Best for children 
ages 5 to 10 with an adult. 
Registration is required. 
Sign up online through our 
calendar at clapplibrary.
org, or call 413-323-0417. 
This program is funded 
by Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library and our 
Community sponsors. 

The Clapp Memorial 
Library is open: 

Monday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tuesday 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. -7 p.m. 

Thursday 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Friday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Saturday 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

What’s coming up this August at the library

BOAT to host annual 
Overdose Awareness Vigil

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Community 
Band is in its 39th year 
of performing for free 
on the Belchertown Town 
Common. Concerts are on 

Thursday nights, with an 
additional Sunday afternoon 
concert. If it is raining, the 
Thursday concerts are held 
at the Belchertown High 
School. Dates and times are 

as follows:  August 7 at 7 
p.m., August 14 at 7 p.m., 
and Sunday, August 17, at 4 
p.m. If Sunday, August 17 is 
raining, the concert is can-
celled.

BCB to host free community concerts

Drive up and 
drop off for 
the book sale

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
The Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library are col-
lec t ing  books ,  DVDs, 
CDs, and Puzzles for their 
semi-annual book sale. 
We will have volunteers in 
the Library parking lot on 
Saturday, August 16 from 
9 a.m. to noon, who will 
remove the items from your 
vehicle.  You don’t even 
have to get out of the car! 
So drive on down to your 
Library and donate those 
books, DVDs, CDs, and 
puzzles.  No VHS tapes, 
please. Thank you for your 
support.

Immaculate 
Heart of Mary’s 
Summerfest 
returns

GRANBY – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish in 
Granby, MA will be hav-
ing  the i r  Summerfes t 
Chicken BBQ on Sunay 
August 24, from noon to 4 
p.m. Chicken dinner is $15 
and includes a Half BBQ 
Chicken, Baked Potato and 
Corn on the Cob, as well 
as dessert and a bottled 
water. Hamburgers and Hot 
Dogs will also be available. 
Raffle Prizes of $500, $250, 
and $100, Raffle Baskets, 
Bake Sale, Kids Games, 
Prizes, Lottery Trees, and 
Music. Fun for the whole 
family.

A M H E R S T  –  T h e 
Friends of  the Amherst 
Senior Center are seeking 
donations of gently used 
purses, jewelry, scarves, wal-
lets, and other accessories 
again this year. We are prepar-
ing for our third very success-
ful Pop-Up Closet Fundraiser 
to be held on September 20 at 

the Amherst  Farmers’ Market 
with a rain date of September 
27. Donations may be brought 
to the Amherst Senior Center, 
70 Boltwood Walk, until 
September 12 during business 
hours. We ask that donations 
be clean and in good condi-
tion. No clothing or furniture, 
please.

Amherst Senior Center seeking donations
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In this month’s online issue:

Quabbin Health District Harm Reduction Program! 

August 2025 

Quabbin Health District 
Public Health Nurse Newsletter 

_________________________________

Kirsten L Krieger RN, BSN, 
Public Health Nurse 

Andrea Crete MPH, RS,               
Director of Public Health 

Email: kkrieger@townofware.com 

Online: 
www.quabbinhealthdistrict.com 

Serving the towns of Belchertown, 
Pelham, and Ware  

126 Main Street Suite D,               
Ware, MA 01082                             
(413) 967-9615

$198
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/7/25-8/13/258/7/25-8/13/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKENS TWIN PAK ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN GORTON’S

CRUNCHY BREADED
FRESH PORTIONS 3 LB BAG ..............

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN SUPERIOR ON MAIN

ECLAIRS CREAM FILLED
JUMBO PAK  30.75 OZ ....................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

$644
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL ................................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$139
lb

lb

$888USDA INSP. 
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA ....
USDA INSP. 
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$299
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK .............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS .................. lb

lb
$299

$369

lb
$149

$235
lb

$188

1/2 CHICKEN ...........................

lb

BEEF SIRLOIN SPOON 
ROAST or STEAKS

$1179
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

CUT FREECUT FREE

$699
lb

lb

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
Alumni Members of the 
Belchertown High School 
Class of 1965 gathered for 

their 60th reunion celebra-
tion at the Grapevine Grille 
on Friday, August 1, 2025.  
Sixteen members of the 

original 48 graduates were 
present, some traveling from 
as far away as Florida and 
Ecuador. A fun time gather-

ing followed the meal with 
a perfect ending toasting 
marshmallows over an open 
fire. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Alumni from Belchertown High School class of 1965 at Grapevine Grille.

High school reunion brings together old friends

New initiative 
offers up to $1,000 
in property tax 
relief in exchange 
for community 
service.

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Town of Belchertown is 
proud to announce the launch 
of its Senior and Veteran Tax 
Work-Off Program, a new 
initiative that allows eligible 
residents to reduce their prop-
erty taxes by up to $1,000 
per year in exchange for vol-
unteer service to the Town. 
The program was approved at 
the May 2025 Annual Town 
Meeting and will begin with a 
pilot this fall.

Open to residents aged 
65 and older or veterans as 
defined by Massachusetts law, 
the program offers partici-
pants the opportunity to earn 
tax credit at the state mini-
mum wage by volunteering in 
a variety of municipal roles. 
The credit is applied directly 
to their property tax bill.

Volunteer positions are 
available in many areas of 
Town government and ser-
vices. Opportunities include 
outdoor work to help beau-
tify public spaces, working 
with and supporting students, 
community outreach efforts, 
and important office-based 
roles that help the town run 
smoothly.

“This is a meaningful way 

to support residents who 
have served our communi-
ty, whether through military 
service or simply by spend-
ing their later years here in 
Belchertown,” said Town 
Manager Steve Williams. 
“The Tax Work-Off Program 
not only provides financial 
relief but also creates oppor-
tunities for civic engagement 
and keeps our seniors and vet-
erans connected to the town 
and it’s government.”

The pilot phase of the 
program wil l  run  f rom 
S e p t e m b e r  1  t h r o u g h 
November 15, 2025, with 
c r ed i t s  app l i ed  t o  t he 
December 2025 tax bill. Up 
to ten participants will be 
accepted in this first year.

To qualify, residents must:
•	 Be 65 years of age or 

older or a veteran;
•	 Have owned and lived in a 

Belchertown home for at 
least two years;

•	 Meet income and asset 
limits;

Submit a completed appli-
cation by August 15, 2025.

Participants will be inter-
viewed and matched with 
available assignments based 
on their skills and interests as 
well as the needs of the Town.

Applications are available 
at the Belchertown Senior 
Center or online at www.
belchertown.org/taxworkoff-
program. The program is 
administered by the Senior 
Center, and interested resi-
dents can call (413) 323-0420 
with any questions.

Belchertown launches 
senior and veteran tax 
work-off program

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Lions Club 
will be return-
i n g  t o  t h e 
Belcher town 
Town Common 
on August 9, 
2 0 2 5  ( r a i n 
d a t e :  A u g . 
1 0 )  f o r  i t s 
2 n d  A n n u a l 
Memorial Car 
Show, and it 
promises to be 
even bigger and 
better than ever! 

This year, our 
trophy awards will be cus-

tom-made laser-engraved 
slate plaques with leath-

e r  h a n g i n g 
straps—no two 
the same! We 
hope that your 
ride will take 
home one of our 
very unique Top 
20, four special-
ty, or Best in 
Show presenta-
tions!

B u r g e r s , 
dogs, meatball 
grinders, fries, 
and canned soft 

drinks are available, along 

with a raffle table and a 
50/50 raffle!

All vehicles are welcome 
(with specialty awards for 
best motorcycle, import, 
paint, and engine.)

Spectators get free admis-
sion!  Participant parking on 
the grass: $20

N O  P R E -
R E G I S T R AT I O N  ( S o 
please don’t be a victim of 
online pre-show registration 
scams!)

Registration begins at 9 
a.m. at 28 Park St. on the 
Town Common.  Judging 
continues until 1 p.m., fol-

lowed immediately by the 
raffle drawings and the 
awarding of trophies.

All proceeds will go to 
local charities, including 
Veterans’ Affairs, the Senior 
Center, fuel assistance, Girl 
Scouts, Scouting America, 
high school scholarships, 
food pantries, and more.

More information and 
possible rain date updates 
can be found at https://
www.belchertownlionsclub.
com/car-show.htm, and our 
Belchertown Lions Club 
Facebook page.

Belchertown Lions Club to host Cruise on the Common 

Scan this QR code for 
more information.

BELCHERTOWN – Have 
we got a bag for you! The 
Belcher town His tor ica l 
Association is holding a 
second Old Bag Sale on 
Saturday, August 9, from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Belchertown United Church 
of Christ, located on Park 
Street behind the town com-
mon. Our many fans and 
supporters were so generous 

with their spring donations of 
gently used bags that we still 
have hundreds of bags left 
for you to select from. The 
holidays will be here before 
you know it, so come and 
choose pocketbooks, wallets, 
and backpacks for someone 
on your gift list, or just treat 
yourself. We have something 
for anyone and any occasion.

The old bags are back   please recycle this newspaper

READING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST

LIKE NO OTHER
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Support Your Local Farmers!Support Your Local Farmers!

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

FRESH BLUEBERRIESFRESH BLUEBERRIES
From Nearby FarmsFrom Nearby Farms

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORN!SWEET CORN!

Locally Grown

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream
MADE IN SMALL BATCHES AT THE CREAMERY
Limited Edition ~ Now Available!

“CHUCK’S” MADAGASCAR 
VANILLA ICE CREAM

PACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’S
GOURMET SANDWICHES & SUMMER SALADS
Fresh Baked Cookies, Pies & Muffins
Randall’s Blueberry Sour Cream Pie!

Local Field Grown

TOMATOES!TOMATOES!
Red, Ripe & Delicious

Green Peppers, Eggplant, Cucumbers, Green Peppers, Eggplant, Cucumbers, 
Yellow & Green Beans, Yellow & Green Beans, 
Yellow & Green Squash, Yellow & Green Squash, 
Red Raspberries & MORERed Raspberries & MORE

TAX FREE WEEKEND TAX FREE WEEKEND 
August 9 & 10

PERFECT TIME TO BUY
Trees, Shrubs, Perennials, 

and Garden Décor!

August 13th 
PROSECCO DAY!PROSECCO DAY!

Our Beer & Wine Dept Has A 
Great Selection Of Proseccos!

HARDY HIBISCUSHARDY HIBISCUS
Stunning Summer Bloomers!

Luna Series 
        12” Pots   $24.99

  Compact Plant 24”- 36” Tall
Huge Red, White & Pink Blooms

 

SOOTHING ALOE VERA PLANTS
4” Pots $4.99Cool Down That 

Summer Sunburn

    Buy One Get One Free
(HIGHER PRICE PREVAILS)

Mint, Sage, Chives, Oregano & MORE

HERB PLANTSHERB PLANTS 
Summer Special

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

THE DOCTORS ARE IN...
NOW NOW 

ACCEPTING ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call our office 
to learn more 

about our practice

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.
Julia Komatsu, M.D.

Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, MHC

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

“As of now, there are prob-
ably three options in front of 
us,” he said. “The first would 
be we go back to the taxpay-
ers and we take out of the 
stabilization fund. We can 
wait until free cash is certi-
fied in January, go back to 
town meeting and transfer 
free cash to cover the deficit 
or we can start positioning 
now and try to make it up 
(via budget cuts.)”

He said the town can wait 
until September to get a bet-
ter budget outlook from the 
state and address the mat-

ter at the tri-board meeting 
of the Selectboard, Finance 
Commit tee  and School 
Committee. 

Misiaszek provided con-
text on how the premium 
increase occurred. 

The rates that went into 
effect on July 1 were set 
in January,  when there 
was at least $20 million in 
Hampshire County Group 
Insurance Trust’s reserves.

Then over the subsequent 
months, the claims came 
in high, and reserves were 
dipped into, depleting the 
fund. 

“We had no idea it was 

going to need to be 20% and 
that came very quickly – like 
within a month and a half,” 
said Misiaszek.

S e l e c t b o a r d  m e m b e r 
Jonathan Ritter said he want-
ed to emphasize the increase 
was not “the town’s fault.”

Williams added that the 
town “needs to make sure 
that the employees know the 
Hampshire County Group 
Insurance Trust rates are 
more affordable or within the 
same range” as other groups.

Selectboard Chair Lesa 
Lessard Pearson said she is 
afraid to go back to taxpayers 
after the recent proposition 2 

½ override vote.
“I fear if we go to the tax-

payers again, we won’t get 
the answer we want,” she 
said. “Everyone is pressed.”

Miaiaszek told the board 
that if the town left the trust, 
insurance claims would be 
town’s responsibility. 

No decisions were made 
by the board, with Lessard 
Pearson adding that “all 
of  the players” needed 
to weight in, referring to 
the School Committee and 
Finance Committee which is 
set for Sept. 8.

BUDGET from page 1

Magee shared their thoughts 
regarding holding off on 
regionalization, and offered 
to instead look to “remain 
Belchertown” and to look at 
closing Cold Spring School.

The committee reviewed 
the number of students in a 
classroom, and how it would 
affect the other students and 
teachers after the school clos-
es. 

The committee also con-
sidered birth rates, and how 
many projected children are 
said to be coming in in the 
future, and what percent-
age of these new students 
could choose other schooling 
option, with previous guess-
es for enrollment numbers 

reaching very close to the 
actual enrollment that year.

“We’re trying to find a 
way to save money and 
consolidate our buildings,” 
said Hulseberg. “We know 
we have space at the high 
school, we don’t know exact-
ly the impact it’s going to 
have on class size for our ele-
mentary kids, so we might 
want to be able to flip-flop 
the order of these two things 
to have the least impact on 
kids possible.” 

The committee made the 
decision to come back to 
regionalization at another 
time, and moved to the next 
item to discuss whether or 
not school choice will be 
considered. 

The committee reviewed 

whether they would open up 
to school choice, and which 
grades they would open up 
the option for school choice 
or not.

Cameron gave the recom-
mendation to open up 10 
spots in grades seven and 
eight, five spots in grade 
nine, and five spots in grade 
10, and maybe two or three 
spots in kindergarten.

They deliberated on which 
spots to open up for school 
choice would create the most 
impacts on the town, both 
positively and negatively, in 
order to make sure that the 
interest is in the families, 
with the given policy that 
preference is given to sib-
lings of current students and 
teacher’s kids so they can be 

in the same district. 
“School choice to me 

should be operational one-
time buys… we shouldn’t be 
focusing on school choice 
to maintain our schools, but 
that that being said we’re 
going to have to have a plan 
if er come off of it,” said 
Cameron.

Gutekenst made a motion 
to grant 10 spots in sev-
enth and eighth, and five in 
ninth and 10th, and two in 
kindergarten with 32 seats 
total, and Hulseberg made a 
motion to amend the num-
bers for seventh and eight to 
6 spots, but the amendment 
did not pass. The original 
motion passed with three in 
favor, one against.

REGIONALIZE from page 1

to rehearsal have a great 
time making music togeth-
er. Anyone who has heard 
them know they are quite 
good. It’s wonderful to see an 
appreciative audience at our 
concerts. On most nights we 
draw well over 300 people on 
the common,” said Bauer. 

The community band plays 
a wide range of different 
music at the concerts, includ-
ing film scores, and songs by 
artists like the Beatles, Billy 
Joel, Pink Panther, Dixieland, 
and patriotic music. There 
are other talented musi-
cians featured during their 
concerts, including Town 
Moderator Ben Farrell, who 
plays the saxophone. 

“Outside of the support of 
the community I love playing 
on the Common. It is such a 
beautiful venue for our per-
formances. Such a beautiful 
New England town green 
with the church steeples and 
wonderful homes. The per-
fect setting,” said Bauer. 

B a u e r  g r e w  u p  i n 
Pennsylvania,  where he 
learned to play the clari-

net throughout grammar 
school. He later majored in 
music education at the New 
England Conservatory in 
Boston, and began his teach-
ing career in Palmer in 1970, 
and taught there for 16 years 
before taking a job as the 
Belchertown Band Director, 
later retiring in 2004. 

At one point during his 
time as the band director, 
there were over 200 musi-
cians a part of it, representing 
a third of the school popu-
lation, and were winners at 
the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade three years in a row.

“We have wonderful com-
munity support. In addi-

tion to the great audiences, 
we have terrific financial 
backing. Extremely grate-
ful to Belchertown Cultural 
Council for their generous 
grant,” said Bauer. “We also 
have many sponsors that help 
us pay our bills. Many local 
businesses as well as individ-
uals support our band. They 
are all listed in the programs 
weekly.” 

T h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 
Community Band has truly 
become a part of the com-
munity, and the common fills 
every week to listen to their 
friends and neighbors play 
music. 

The band’s steering com-
mittee truly helps the band 
keep moving, with the near-
ly dozen individuals working 
out the details for the con-
cert seasons, including their 
leader Melissa Hurst, who is 
devoted to the band. 

You can find them on the 
Belchertown Common on 
Thursday evenings from 7 
to 9 p.m. There will be two 
more, on August 7 and 14, 
with a final Sunday afternoon 
concert on Aug. 17.

Music truly unites people of all ages.                SUBMITTED PHOTOS

BAND from page 1

The band set up on stage in the high school for practice.
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Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

The half dead pot of 
petunias on the rental 
house’s steps got me 

thinking about the perfect 
column for this time 
of year! After all, 
we invest hard 
earned money in 
annual flowers 
and plants, and 
we expect that 
they will pro-
vide us with color 
through the first 
frost.  What steps 
can we take now to 
ensure that they will?  

Read on for some useful 
advice, straight from the 
archives.

Remove spent flowers  
Most annuals will con-

tinue to bloom abundantly 
if they are deadheaded on a 
regular basis. Deadheading is 
an entertaining term used to 
define the removal of spent 
flowers.  

A plant produces flowers 
for one purpose: to survive. 
You see, once a flower has 
been pollinated it will pro-
duce seed; seed that will 
grow future plants.  

If a plant has produced 
enough flowers that have 
gone to seed it will consid-
er its job to be done, flower 
production will cease, and 
it will begin to decline. By 
deadheading, we keep the 
plant in reproductive mode, 
in other words, in flower!  

When you remove dying 
blossoms, make sure to pinch 
off the entire flower, not just 
the petals, or it will do no 
good. Include the stem as 
well to keep the plant tidy. 

Petunias, marigolds, zin-
nias and salvia, among oth-
ers, are examples of plants 
that require regular dead-
heading to look their best 

throughout the growing sea-
son.

Shear them back to 
encourage new growth  
Some annuals start to get a 

leggy appearance about now. 
Others may have brown tips.  

These plants require more 
drastic measures to bring 
back their youthful good 
looks. Give them a good 
haircut. 

Simply look within the 
plant and find healthy, green 
growth. Cut calendulas, pan-
sies and snapdragon back to 
that point. Alyssum or lobe-
lia can often be sheared to 
within inches of the ground.  

Don’t worry; they won’t 
look bad for long! You can 
jump start regrowth with a 
bit of liquid fertilizer.

Feed your plants  
Annuals that are well fer-

tilized at planting time like-
ly look a bit pale by now. If 
foliage is off-color and flow-
er production is nil, pull back 
the bark mulch and sprinkle 
some organic fertilizer gran-
ules at the base of each plant.  

Cultivate gently and water 
in a little bit. You can also 
use a water soluble liquid 
fertilizer every couple of 
weeks. 

If going natural is your cup 
of tea, make some! Compost 

or manure tea has long been 
used to keep growth lush. 
Steep a burlap bag of either 
compost or aged manure in a 
large trash bucket filled with 
water and use as needed.  

Smal l e r  ba tches 
can be made right 
in a watering can. 

Likewise, there are 
numerous blends 
of seaweed and 

fish emulsion on 
the market that can be 

watered in or used as a 
foliar feed. 

Water, water, water  
Be careful not to let your 

plants dry out. When you 
need to water the garden, 
remember to do so in the 
early morning, if possible, to 
avoid evaporation. Early eve-
ning is another good option, 
but try to get the job done 
with enough time for the 
foliage to dry before dark-
ness sets in.  

Deep waterings twice 
a week are far better than 
numerous quick showers. 
The former will promote 
deep, penetrating roots and 
future drought tolerance.  

Well-watered, well-fed 
and well-groomed annuals 
will reward you with beau-
tiful bountiful blossoms for 
another two months – well 
worth the effort indeed!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I am currently receiving 

Social Security benefits 
while continuing to work 
full time. 

There are no restric-
tions on my wage earn-
ings because I waited 
until full retirement age 
before beginning benefits. 
However, I was also told 
that my benefit amount 
would be reviewed each 
year if my current earn-
ings were higher than past 
earnings. 

That held true for the 
first two years, but has yet 
to be adjusted for 2025. 
I thought it might be 
because of HR 82, which 
does not impact me direct-
ly, but I think it may be the 
reason my payment has 
not yet been changed. Has 
enough time passed so I 
should contact SSA now to 
see if this is the case? 

Signed: 
Waiting Anxiously 

 
Dear Waiting: 

If you are already col-
lecting benefits, Social 
Security reviews your 
earnings each year to see 
if your more recent earn-
ings are high enough to 
warrant an increase in 
your monthly benefit. 
They do this automati-
cally, after they get your 
most recent earnings data 
from the IRS and they 
typically do that review by 
the end of the third quarter 
of each year. If a higher 
benefit is indicated, they 
will increase your month-
ly amount and pay you 
retroactively to the begin-
ning of the year for any 
difference in your benefit. 

 
SSA has, indeed, been 

vigorously working on 
changes resulting from 
HR82 (the Social Security 
Fairness Act), which may 
have affected the time-
liness of their review of 
your recent earnings. 
However, I suspect that 
is not why your SS ben-
efit has not yet changed. 
More likely, it has to do 
with the fact that your past 
earnings have been adjust-
ed for inflation, which is 
a normal part of Social 
Security’s process when 

calculating your benefit 
amount. 

Your earnings for each 
year in your lifetime up 
to age 60 were adjusted 
for inflation when you 
originally claimed SS 
and your recent earnings 
would need to be higher 
than the inflation-adjusted 
amounts used by SS when 
you claimed. They use the 
35 highest earnings years 
adjusted for inflation over 
your lifetime to calculate 
your benefit and inflation 
has a substantial effect. 
For example, $50,000 
earned in 1990 would 
require over $100,000 in 
earnings today to cause 
an increase in your ben-
efit. Thus, you cannot go 
by the actual dollars you 
earned in earlier years, 
because SS uses inflated 
amounts to calculate your 
benefit.  

In any case, if you 
believe that the Social 
Security Administration 
neglected reviewing your 
earnings from last year 
or in any year since you 
claimed, you can make 
an appointment to review 
that with them by calling 
1-800-772-1213. SSA typ-
ically does such appoint-
ments over the phone, so 
you likely won’t need to 
make a personal visit to 
your local SSA office to 
investigate this. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
a m a c f o u n d a t i o n . o rg /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

Why hasn’t my Social 
Security benefit changed 
because I am still working?

Midsummer maintenance will keep 
annuals going strong

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 10, 2025.
Total circulation of 85,000 

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 11.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON— The Pioneer 
Valley Summer Soccer League 
Girls’ Division B semifinal 
match between fourth-seeded 
Granby and top-seeded Monson 
was played from start to finish 
in a downpour. 

The score was tied 4-4 at 
halftime before Monson net-
ted a pair of second half goals 
leading to a 6-4 victory at Larry 
Tassinari Field in Monson.

“Playing soccer in the rain is 
a lot different than on a dry day. 
The ball moves very quickly 
on the wet grass and it bounc-
es differently,” said Monson 
summer league coach Brooke 

Murphy, “I’m very glad that 
none of the players on either 
team suffered an injury.”    

Being a goalie is very diffi-
cult on a rainy day.

Granby’s starting goalie was 
Emily Durham, who was filling 
in for normal starter Meredith 
Bartosz, who was on vacation.

The Monson starting goalie 
was Grace Berry.

“It’s very difficult on both 
goalies,” Murphy added. Their 
gloves are soaking wet which 
makes it very hard to make the 
saves.”

T h e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e 
maker in the semifinal match 
for Monson, who went 10-1 
during the regular season was 
Tennessee Murphy and Hannah 
Murphy, who aren’t related.

The duo will be playing col-
lege soccer at the Division 1 
level in the fall of 2026.

Tennessee Murphy, who’s 
Brooke’s younger sister, has 
committed to play soccer for 
the Bucknell University wom-
en’s team after graduating from 
the Loomis Chaffee School 
next spring. 

She was also selected as 
an All-American player last 
December and was a member 
of the New England Mutiny, 
which lost  in the United 
Women’s Soccer League cham-
pionship match for the second 
consecutive year.

Hannah Murphy, who’ll be 
the only senior on the Monson 
girls’ soccer team this fall, 

Rams ousted from playoffs by Monson

WINCHESTER, N.H. - 
Todd Patnode and Andrew 
Brousseau each won a 
Modified feature on the 
high banks of Monadnock 
Speedway Saturday, July 26, 
the potent pair each roaring 
to victory on New England’s 
fastest quarter-mile oval.

Andrea St. Amour was 
awarded the Pure Stocks win 

after a post-race inspection 
penalized Kyle Begos, and 
Erik Smith was victorious in 
the Super Street main event.

Yo u n g  G u n  H u n t e r 
Duquette continued his sum-
mer of success, scoring his 
fourth 2025 feature win. And 
while top 604 Modified point 
man Brian Robie came up 
short of winning for the fifth 

time this season, he still had a 
strong night all the same.

Todd Patnode and Brian 
Chapin led the Allstates 
M a t e r i a l s  G r o u p  6 0 4 
Modifieds to the green in 
round one of the open-
wheeled rocket ships twin 
35-lap main events. Patnode 
jumped all over the opening 
lead, bringing teen blaster Ty 

Leclerc – launching from row 
two – with him.

The Swanzey competitor, a 
past speedway champion and 
winner of volumes of both 
Modified and Pro Stock main 
events here, would be sorely 
tested but would never bend 
en route to ending a two-sea-
son personal drought on the 
high banks.

Robie, charging from row 
four, got up for second on lap 
13, yielded it back to rook-
ie phenom Ty Leclerc on lap 
20, and the battle was on, as 
Leclerc, Robie, and Chapin 
fought tooth-and-nail for the 
number two spot. Leclerc 
prevailed for a career-best 
runner-up finish, and Robie 
nudged past Chapin to steal 

third on the final lap,
I n  t h e  n i g h t c a p  3 5 , 

Brousseau started up front 
and never looked back. The 
second-generation hot shoe 
survived several strong restart 
bids by Colton Martin to stay 
on top as he blasted to his 
second win of the summer.

Patnode, Brousseau take modified wins at Monadnock Speedway

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE—The Tr i -
County Baseball League will 
be celebrating its 100th anni-
versary in 2029.

PeoplesBank, who has 
been the best team in the 
league during the past thir-
ty years, swept St. Joseph’s 
in this year’s best of three 

championship series.
“Feels great to win anoth-

er championship. It’s our 
goal every summer,” said 
PeoplesBank player/manag-
er Joe Ferry. “We just enjoy 
playing baseball with each 
other. Our chemistry is a key 
to our success. I can’t thank 
the players enough.”

Ferry, who started both 
games against St. Joe’s in left 

field, was aided by assistant 
coach Rey Rivera, who had 
three base hits and an RBI in 
game two.

PeoplesBank has captured 
the championship title in 
each of the past twelve sea-
sons and a total of twenty 
times since 1995.

PeoplesBank and  S t . 
Joseph’s both finished the 
2025 regular season with ten 
victories.

“Our season was a success 

and great bonds were cre-
ated,” said St. Joe’s player/
manager Brian Hayes. “We 
had a team composed of 
mostly college players this 
year.”

PeoplesBank, who was the 
top-seeded team, advanced 
into the finals after sweep-
ing fourth-seeded Teddy Bear 
Pools & Spas in the semifi-
nals.

Eleanor Szlosek sends a free kick away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Caroline Koziol clashes with an opponent for the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Dave Clark gets the out at second.

Rivalry renewed as PeoplesBank takes 
title over St. Joe’s

West receives 
bronze

FITCHBURG – Utilizing 
the turf fields at Game On 
Sports Complex, the Bay 
State Games for field hockey 
were held, featuring teams 
from Western and Central 
Massachusetts ,  both of 
which have had great suc-
cess in the sport in past Bay 
State Games competitions. 
The games, which were held 
the weekend of July 11 to 
13, started off with a strong 
3-0 victory from Central 
over the Metro/Northeast 
team.

Western Mass. got into the 
action right after, taking on 
a Central team that has just 
played a few hours earlier. 
But Central was equal to the 
task and scored a 4-2 win 
over West. 

West then had its second 
game of the day, facing off 
with the Coastal team, and 
rebounding with a 4-3 win.

On Saturday, July 12, 
West fell for a second time 
4-1 against the Southeast 
team while Central also 

suffered a loss, falling 5-2 
against Southeast.

B o t h  t e a m s  w o u l d 
rebound with wins later in 
the day. Central beat Coastal 
5-3 while West shut out 
Metro/Northeast with a 4-0 
decision. That put the West 
team in the bronze medal 
game on Sunday, July 13.

West would defeat Coastal 
in a rematch of their sec-
ond game of the tourna-
ment, winning 3-2. Central 
made the gold medal game, 
but suffered a 2-0 shutout 
against the Southeast team.

This year,  represent-
ing Central Mass. in the 
games were Quabbin High 
School’s Makenzie Casey 
and Tantasqua’s Sophia 
Bochicchio.

Ta n t a s q u a ’ s  D e s s a 
Demears played for the 
Western Mass. team, while 
Anna Taylor and Kendall 
P l a c z e k  r e p r e s e n t e d 
Minnechaug Regional. 

Agawam High School 
placed four players on the 
team.  Alyssa  DaSi lva , 
Finnola Mahoney, Olivia 
Govoni, and Lily Charest 
represented the Brownies.

Central takes silver 
in field hockey games

McKenna Cudworth fights for the ball.

Sam Allen swings for PeoplesBank.

Kalli White goes after the loose ballPlease see RAMS, page 8

Please see RIVAL, page 8

Please see RACE, page 8
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has made a verbal commit-
ment to play for the wom-
en’s soccer team at Sacred 
Heart University, which is in 
Fairfield, Connecticut. She 
recorded a hat-trick in the 
semifinal victory.

“They’ve been playing 
soccer together for many 
years,” said Brooke Murphy, 
who played college soccer 
at the University of New 
Hampshire and was also an 
All-American player during 
her high school career at 
Monson. “They always find 
each other on the field and 
are a lot of fun to watch.”

Five minutes into the open-
ing half, Tennessee Murphy 
delivered a crossing pass to 
Hannah Murphy, who fin-
ished off the play by scoring 
a breakaway goal.

The duo hooked up again 
during the 10th minute, as 
Hannah Murphy fired a low 
shot into the right corner of 
the net giving Monson a 2-0 
lead.

Granby, who finished the 
summer league regular sea-
son with a 7-3-1, cut the defi-
cit in half during the 13th 
minute following an unas-
sisted goal by Kalli White, 
who’s only going to be a 
junior.

“It’s very difficult playing 

in the rain,” White said. “I’m 
very glad that nobody got 
injured. We need everyone to 
be healthy to have a success-
ful season this fall.”

Monson built a 4-1 lead 
with ten minutes remaining 
in the first half.

Hannah Murphy scored 
an unassisted goal before 
Tennessee Murphy netted 

her first goal of the contest 
following a corner kick from 
Emma Maziarz.

Granby came storming 
back with three goals by 
White in a five-minute span 
at the end of the opening 
half.

“Once I scored my first 
goal during that span, I was 
able to score a couple more, 
which tied the score,” White 
said. “I wish we could’ve 
scored a few more goals 
during the second half. We’re 
looking forward to playing 
Monson again this fall.”

Monson retook the lead ten 
minutes into the second half 
following another corner kick 
goal.

This time Hannah Murphy 
booted the ball into the box 
from the left corner where 
Tennessee Murphy put a shot 
into the right corner.

Hannah Murphy,  who 
enjoys playing in the rain, 
sealed the deal for Monson 
after scoring her third goal, 
which  was  unass i s ted , 
with less than two minutes 
remaining in regulation.

The two regular  sea-
son meetings between the 
Granby and Monson girls’ 
soccer teams are scheduled 
to take place on Sept. 19 and 
Oct. 9.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Sophia Press looks to clear the ball.

RAMS from page 9

Marcela Tapia looks to a make a run.

In a post-race inspection, 
604 Modified competitor 
Brian Chapin was disqual-
ified from both features as 
result of not complying to 
the engine rules of having a 
sealed engine.

Erik Smith had raced to 
many near misses in Twin 
State Truck Services Super 
Street features this summer 
but had never quite sealed 
the deal. Saturday, he put 
all that behind him, as the 
Green Mountain State hat 
shoe roared to victory.

Smith’s win didn’t come 
easi ly though.  Had he 
extended his arm out the 
window, he could have high-
fived points leader Dylan 
Zullo almost all the way, as 

the high-flying Claremont 
speedster rode in his shadow 
from start to finish.

With JD Stockwell fin-
ishing at Zullo’s bumper 
in third, Zullo finished 
the night still a handful of 
points atop the leader board. 
Zach Zalinski and Hillary 
Renaud were close behind 
in Saturday’s nose-to-tail top 
five finish.

In the Pure Stocks, Kyle 
Begos led the field from 
the green to the checkers. 
Defending track Pure Stock 
champ Andrea St. Amour 
trailed Begos and ended in 
second on the night with 
Markus O’Neil in third. In a 
post-race inspection, Begos 
was penalized to ninth place 
finish for a camber rule vio-
lation.

Hunter Duquette wired the 
Doug’s Auto Body Young 
Gun feature to earn his 
fourth victory lap of the sea-
son. Heat race winner Ella 
Grabowski was second, and 
Sofia Rego, aboard a loner 
ride, came home third.

In Senior  Tour Auto 
Racers support card events, 
Chris Jarrett, aboard his 
1970 Pinto open-wheeled 
entry, topped the STAR 
S p o r t s m e n ,  w i t h  Ke n 
A r c h a m b a u l t  s e c o n d 
and Skip Stearns third. 
Windham, Maine’s Alan 
Zemla was victorious in the 
STAR Modifieds, leading 
a trio of vintage coupe rac-
ers under the checkers, just 
ahead of Dennis Desautels 
and Skip Swiantek.

RACE from page 9

S e c o n d - s e e d e d  S t . 
Joseph’s  needed three 
g a m e s  t o  e l i m i n a t e 
third-seeded bankESB in the 
semifinal round.

The Bankers scored seven 
runs on seven base hits in 
the bottom of the first 
inning enroute to a 10-0 
victory in game one of the 
championship series last 
Monday night. The contest 
ended after 4 1/2 innings 
due to the ten run mercy 
rule.

It was also PeoplesBank 
last game of the season at 
Mackenzie Stadium in 
Holyoke.

“We jus t  love play-
ing games on this field,” 
said Ferry following game 
one. “We played very well 
in tonight’s, but as Kobe 
Bryant, who was my favor-
ite athlete growing up once 
said, ‘the jobs not finished’.” 

PeoplesBank finished the 
job twenty four hours later 
with a 10-7 win in an old 
fashion slugfest at St. Joe’s 
Field in Thorndike. 

The winning pitcher in 
game one was lefthander 
James Flahive, who’s

sidearmer. He allowed 
only two base hits and 
issued two walks in his final 
start of the 2025 campaign.

“Jimmy has been the 
best pitcher in the league 
during the past four or five 
years,” Ferry said. “I don’t 
ever recall him losing a 
game since he put on a 
Peoplesbank jersey.” 

St. Joe’s shortstop Devin 
Slattery, who was an out-
standing three-sport athlete 
at Ware High School, drew 
a walk with one-out in the 
top of the first inning. After 
the next batter flied out 
to right, Slattery was 
thrown out trying to 
steal second base by 
catcher Pete Hogan. 

Centerfielder Seth 
Allen hit a ground 
ball up the middle 
into centerfield for 
a single leading 
off the bottom of 
the first inning 
against St. Joe’s 
righthander Jack 
Feltovic.

Then Hogan 
walked before 
second base-
m a n  D a v e 
Clark launched a 3-run 
homer that landed beneath 
the giant scoreboard in left 
field.

Following back-to-back 
singles by first baseman 
Kyle Platner and right field-
er Cam Rivest, DH Johnny 
Gegetskas delivered an RBI 
single to left giving the 
home team a 4-0 advantage.

Another run crossed the 
plate following a sacrifice 
fly to left by shortstop Sam 
Allen.

After catching the ball, 
St. Joe’s left fielder Jacob 
Petrin threw the ball to third 
baseman Brandon Magni, 
who tagged out the runner 
who was trying to advance 
to third base on the play.  

Shortstop Seth Allen, 
who’s Sam’s twin broth-
er, capped off the opening 
frame by hitting a two run 
double off the left field 
fence.

“We kept passing the bat 

and put a lot of pressure on 
them in the first inning,” 
Ferry said. “We had some 
hard hits and a couple of 
walks in that inning. We 
also batted around in the 
first inning of last year’s 
finals. I capped the inning 
off with a bases loaded tri-
ple in that game.” 

S t .  J o e ’s  D H  P a t 
Fitzgibbons drew a walk 
leading off the second 
inning, but he was thrown 
out trying to steal by Hogan.

Peop l e sBank  s co red 
three more runs in the third 
inning. 

Clark, who was hit-by-a-
pitch in the second inning, 
knocked home the first run 
of the frame with a double 
to left. Platner followed with 
a two-run double to right.

Trailing, 10-0, St. Joe’s 
began the fourth inning 
with a line-drive single by 
Petrin, who was thrown out 
trying to steal second base. 

Slattery also singled, but the 
next batter grounded into a 
6-4-3 inning ending double 
play.

St. Joe’s standard two 
runs on base in the top of 
the fifth, as PeoplesBank 

took a 1-0 lead in the series.     
The Bankers jumped out a 

7-0 lead in game two before 
St. Joe’s battled with five 
runs in the bottom of the 
fourth inning.

Center  fielder  Aaron 
Little knocked home two 
runs with a double and right 
fielder Colby Harrington 
contributed with an RBI 
single. The other two runs 
crossed the plate following 
errors.   

The Bankers, who were 
led offensively by third 
baseman Cam MacDonald 
with two hits and two RBIs,

responded with three runs 
in the sixth inning giving the 
visitors a 10-5 advantage.

St. Joe’s scored two more 
runs in the bottom of the 
sixth inning.

Danny Gaines was the 
winning pitcher in game 
two, which capped off 
another memorable season 
for PeoplesBank. 

RIVAL from page 7

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
James Flahive delivers a pitch home in the championship series.

Greg Vouros fields a grounder to second.

Nate Carrill makes an off-balance play.

Brandon Magni makes a 
play for St. Joe’s.

SPRINGFIELD  – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
a n n o u n c e d  h o c k -
e y  o p e r a -
t i o n s  s t a f f 
c h a n g e s  o n 
Wednesday.  Julia 
Snow  has been 
promoted to Head 
Athletic Trainer, 
and  Dylan Schoen  has been 
hired as the team’s Video 
Coach. In addition, former 
Thunderbirds Head Athletic 
Trainer Koryd Lavimoniere 
has accepted a position 
with the NHL’s Carolina 
Hurricanes as an Assistant 
Athletic Trainer.

“We’re thrilled for Koryd 
on his much-deserved pro-
motion to the NHL and 
want to thank him for his 
dedication to the Blues and 
Thunderbirds organizations,” 
said Thunderbirds gener-
al manager  Kevin Maxwell. 
“Our team will be in great 
hands with Julia moving into 
the head athletic trainer posi-
tion, where she will remain a 
key resource for our players 
and staff. We look forward to 
continuing to work with her.” 

Snow is entering her fourth 
season in the Thunderbirds 
organization after serving as 
Assistant Athletic Trainer 
since August of 2022. She 
becomes the fourth female 
actively to serve as a head 
athletic trainer in the AHL. 
Prior to joining the T-Birds, 
Snow served as the Head 
Athletic Trainer for the 
ECHL’s Worcester Railers, 
as well as stints with the 
Hyannis Harbor Hawks of the 
Cape Cod Baseball League 
and the Massachusetts Pirates 
indoor football team.

Snow graduated f rom 
Wo r c e s t e r  S t a t e 

University with a 
health edu-
cation and 
t h e r a p e u -

t i c  s t u d i e s 
degree in 2018 
before obtain-

ing her masters 
in athletic training at Boston 
University.

Schoen is entering his first 
season in the Thunderbirds 
organization after serving as 
an assistant coach last sea-
son with Bowling Green State 
University.

“We are pleased to wel-
c o m e  D y l a n  i n t o  t h e 
Thunderbirds organization,” 
said Maxwell.  “His back-
ground in coaching at the 
junior and collegiate lev-
els has prepared him to take 
on this new opportunity in 
Springfield, and we are happy 
to have him join our coaching 
staff.”

A former NCAA Division 
III goaltender at SUNY-
Geneseo and Stevenson 
University, Schoen has also 
served as a goaltending coach 
and assistant coach, respec-
tively, for the North American 
Hockey League’s Amarillo 
Bulls and Maryland Black 
Bears.

Springfield Thunderbirds 
f a n s  a r e  e n c o u r -
a g e d  t o  v i s i t   w w w.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.
com  to learn more about 
2025-26 Ticket Memberships, 
which feature the best bene-
fits, including a special 10th 
anniversary season ticket 
holder jersey. For more infor-
mation or to order now, call 
(413) 739-GOAL (4625).

T-Birds makes moves 
in operations staff

Quabbin 
Valley set to 
host second 
over-28 fall 
league

Following up on the 
resounding success of its 
inaugural campaign, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 adult 
baseball league will hold 
its second Fall League this 
September and October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environ-
ment to its spring/summer 
league, Quabbin Valley, 
with contributions from 
the Valley Wheel Over-28 
Baseball League, created 
a four-team fall league last 
year featuring the Braves, 
Dodgers, Cardinals, and 
Twins.

Those same four teams 
are set to return and each 
team tends to have open-
ings on them. Additionally, 
the league is open to wel-
coming more teams in 
to the league if it finds 
enough interest.

While the fall league 
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly 
feature Sunday morning 
games played with wood-
bat only, which is custom-
ary for fall baseball. There 
could be some Saturday 
games added to the sched-
ule depending on the 
completion of the spring/
summer season as well as 
to makeup rainouts, poten-
tially. Games are nine-in-
nings long and there is a 
small playoff and cham-

Please see LEAGUE,
 page 11
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS® Get 
the Good 

Stuff

$639
/each SAVE

20%Marvel 
Mystery Oil
16 oz.

said Charlotte Cassidy, who 
helped with making the pho-
tos look perfect to document 
Cera’s travels. 

Cera’s family at first gave 
her to the Brimfield Public 
Library, but she ultimate-
ly came to find her home in 
Belchertown, where she has a 
proud and steadfast following 
and is loved by all who get to 
meet her. 

“The Library staff loves 
to get selfies taken with 
Cera but sometimes we 
get annoyed when she falls 
asleep and starts to snore,” 
said Jennifer Whitehead, the 
children’s director. 

Cera has been with the 
library for many years now, 
and stands guarding the stairs 
up to the children’s library 
shelves, where if you ask, 
she’ll give you spot-on rec-
ommendations for a book or 
two to read next. 

“Cera loves when chil-
dren visit her at the Clapp 
Memorial Library,” said 
Whitehead. “They feed her 
leaves, ride on her back, and 
tell her stories.” 

After a while, the librari-
ans taking care of her noticed 
she seemed to be getting a 
bit sad, so they helped her 
get her passport, and pack 
up her new Scott M. Fischer 

tote bag with what she would 
need for some quality adven-
turing, and helped her out for 
the summer. 

Since then, Cera has trav-

elled all over the world, 
with pictures posted on the 
Clapp Memorial Library’s 
Facebook page, where she 
visits different libraries, 

landmarks, and adventures 
through the great outdoors. 

“She sends us pictures 
of her travels with a fun 
b o o k  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
to make sure that the chil-
dren of Belchertown keep 
reading during the summer 
months,” said Whitehead.  
“She says she misses us all 
and cannot wait to share 
stories about our summer 
adventures.”

The love that the commu-
nity has for Cera is truly felt, 
and her little adventure has 
helped the kids in the com-
munity to get interested in 
learning more about the plac-
es she visits, “levelling up” 
their understanding of the 
world and other libraries in 
the process.

“When I learned that Cera 
was vacationing in Maine, I 
went to join her. It was lovely 
to spend a day on the coast 
with her and hike some trails 
together near Wiggly Bridge 
in York,” said Whitehead. 

The adventures of Cera 
were truly a wonderful expe-
rience for all who got the 
chance to experience them, 
bringing together people of 
all ages to have some fun, 
and stretch their imaginations 
as they see this little dino-
saur go on a truly remarkable 
adventure.

CERA from page 1

GRANBY – This August 
and September, the Granby 
Free Public Library has many 
different events and acitivi-
tes to enjoy before school 
begins, and after.

Fly Away With Books! 
Finished Summer Reading 

and want another challenge? 
Pick up  a “Fly Away With 
Books!” sheet. Read 5 pic-
ture books or 1 chapter 

book at home & write the 
title(s) on the lines in the 
hot air balloon. Color your 
hot air balloon, then return 
the sheet to the library for a 
small prize by August 29. For 

kids up to age 11years. 
Going Back to School? 

Starting School? Check out 
our large selection of start-
ing school books to help your 
child’s transition go more 
smoothly whether it’s pre-
school, kindergarten or other 
grades.

CFCE PLAYGROUPS 
S u m m e r  P l a y g r o u p s 

are held once weekly on 
Wednesdays through August 
6. Playgroups the last week of 
August; August 27 Playgroup 
(regular, drop in) and Friday 
August 29 Pre K Readiness 
P laygroup  ( reg i s t ra t ion 

required.) No Playgroup 
Sep tember  3  &  5 .Fa l l 
Playgroup dates: September 
10 on, every Wednesday and 
Friday 10:30 a.m. to noon. 
Join us for this free play-
group, where you & your 
child (birth- 5yrs.) can enjoy 
playtime, an activity, and 
story circle time with Marti. 

Playgroups are made pos-
sible with funding from a 
Coordinated Family and 
Community Engagement 
(CF CE) grant from the 
MA Department of Early 
Education and Care, adminis-
tered by the Collaborative for 
Educational Services.                                                 

Reading Buddies with 
Bright Spot Therapy Dogs

Thursdays 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
Dates: August 7 ans 21, 
September 4 and 18, October 
2, 16, and 30. Children in 
Kindergarten & up will enjoy 
reading aloud to gentle, com-
forting Reading Buddies with 
Bright Spot Therapy Dogs 
as they practice their read-
ing.  Pre-register for a time 
slot.                                              

Mochi Squishy Scavenger 
Hunt! August 12 to 23 

Cute little Mochi Kawaii 
critters are fun to play with, 
but they are very sneaky 

and we’ve had many of ours 
escape. Can you help us find 
them? Take a find sheet, find 
them, then turn in your sheet 
for your own *Mochi Kawaii 
to take home! Ages 4 to 11 
years, one time per child, 
while supplies last.  

Be a Kid Spy!
 August. 26 – September 13 

Check out an I Spy or 
Look & Find type of book 
and get a DIY mini “I Spy” 
bottle kit *while supplies last 
- Ages 4 and up. 

Play I SPY Look in our I 
Spy terrarium, find and count 
the items on the Find Sheet 

as you go. When you’ve 
spied everything on this 
sheet, then you receive a lit-
tle toy/treat!       September’s 
Read for Treats “Apples” 
Sheets  

Pick up a sheet & get 
a treat for reading! Read 5 
picture or 1 chapter book at 
home, then write the book 
title(s) on the lines inside 
the apple. Color the apple & 
return the sheet to the library 
to redeem for a treat/toy. 
Ends September 23. 

Granby library’s August and September programs

Please see LIBRARY, 
page 11

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Cera’s brand new passport with her very own signature.

Cera checking out a book at the Reykjanes 
Kids Room in Iceland.

Cera on the plane, looking out the window 
in between reading her book.

Miss Jenn came to visit Cera at the Wiggle 
Bridge in York, Maine with her book rec-
ommendation.

Amherst Area 
Chamber of 
Commerce puts 
out call for 
nominations

A M H E R S T   - 
N o m i n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e 
Amherst Area Chamber 
of Commerce›s 2025 A+ 
Awards are open! Each 
year, the Amherst Area 
Chamber  bes tows  A+ 
Awards to individuals and 
organizations that enrich 
the life of the community 
through their work in edu-
cation, business, and civic 
engagement across the area 
that the Chamber serves 
(Amherst, Belchertown, 
H a d l e y ,  L e v e r e t t , 
Pelham, Shutesbury, and 
Sunderland) and the valley 
as a whole. 

“The A+ Awards are a 
powerful platform for shar-
ing the inspiring stories of 
leaders, businesses, and 
organizations who shape 
our community through 
innovat ion,  creat iv i ty, 
and impactful solutions,” 
sa id   Jacob  Robinson , 
Executive Director of the 
Amherst Area Chamber of 
Commerce. “Through pro-
fessionally produced videos 
and our annual awards din-
ner, attended by hundreds 
of community and business 
leaders, we celebrate and 
amplify these stories, high-
lighting their essential role 
in making our region thrive. 
If someone in your network 
has made a difference this 
year, now’s the time to 
nominate them and ensure 
their story is told.”

Nominate a community 
member in any of the award 
categories:

L e g a c y  A w a r d : 
Recognizing remarkable 
individuals/businesses for 
their exceptional contribu-

tions to the Amherst area 
throughout their career, 
leaving a lasting impact for 
generations to come.

Leader in Innovation 
Award: Spotlighting vision-
ary entrepreneurs who 
revolutionize the way we 
live, work, and learn in the 
Amherst area through their 
creative solutions and for-
ward-thinking mindset.

Leader in Sustainability 
Award: Honoring business-
es, organizations, or indi-
viduals dedicated to build-
ing a sustainable future for 
the Amherst area, preserv-
ing its vitality for genera-
tions to come.

Yo u n g  P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Award: Applauding the 
impressive achievements of 
young professionals who 
have made a significant 
impact and brought positive 
change to the Amherst area.

Communi ty  Se rv i ce 
Award: Recognizing busi-
nesses, non-profits, or indi-
viduals whose outstanding 
work and outreach have 
greatly enriched the lives 
of the Amherst area com-
munity.

C h a m b e r  M V P : 
Celebrating an individu-
al who truly embodies the 
mission of the Amherst 
Area Chamber as a cham-
pion for business and com-
munity development, serv-
ing as a convener, connec-
tor, and catalyst.

Nominat ions  can be 
submitted online through 
the Chamber’s nomina-
tion form at  amherstarea.
com/awards. The dead-
line is  Friday, August 29 
at 5 p.m.  Chamber mem-
bership is not necessary to 
nominate or be nominated 
for an A+ Award. There is 
no limit to the number of 
nominations you can sub-
mit! Everyone who submits 

Call for nominations for 
the annual A+ Awards

Please see AWARDS, 
page 11
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

TAG SALE
AUG. 8-9. NOS POTBELLY STOVE, 
1937, wood/coal, 52” ceiling fan, garage 
door opener, collectible Hess and Tonka 
trucks. Asking top dollar, will discuss prices. 
10am-4pm, 114 Hendrick St.,Chi-
copee.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

 Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

  MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE 
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call 
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

HELP WANTED FOR A 
BUSY BREAKFAST LUNCH 

RESTAURANT.
Weekday Dishwasher, great hours, 
good pay for hardworking person.Please 
come by and fill out application. Partners 
Restaurant, 485 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5 
hours each day. Duties include cleaning, 
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box 
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

LINE COOK. Fast order wanted for fun, 
busy family Breakfast and Lunch Restau-
rant. Good pay, weekends and weekdays. 
Fulltime. Please come by and fill out ap-
plication. Partners Restaurant, 485 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
 or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

CHICOPEE: LARGE 3 BEDROOM 
APT., no pets. Includes heat/hot water. 1st/
last/security. $1850. 413-297-1513. 18 
Mount Carmel Ave.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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21 22 23 24
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29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00
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$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00
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$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

RENTEDRENTED
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❚ PUBLIC 
   NOTICES�

AUTO BODY
REECE AUTO BODY Com­
plete Auto Body, Paint & Repair” 
auto glass, computerized paint 
match ing,  a lso rout ine car 
maintenance. Free estimates. Old 
Springfield Road, Belchertown. 
413­323­6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops, 
Screen Repairs. New Computer 
Sales and Accessor ies,  PC 
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades, 
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413­323­
1122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal 
St., Belchertown. 413­323­6012. 
Great cuts for men and women. A 
full service hair salon. Open Tue­
Sat., evening hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR ANCE 
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main 
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel. 
413­323­9611, 800­894­9591. 
Fax 413­323­6117. Home, auto, 
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. Sales 
and service, Toro, Wheel Horse, 
Scag, Jonsered,  Resident ia l 
and Commerc ia l .  41  South 
Whitney Street, Amherst, since 
1956. Call today. 253­7358.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOFS CO., INC. 
Trusted name since 1982. 
Commercial, industrial, residential. 
Specializing in shingles, slate 
copper work, historical restoration, 
flat roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 413­283­
4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. Snow 
plows, sanders, sales & service, 
hydraulic hoses & repairs, trailer 
hitches, trailer repairs, welding, 
fabrication, lawnmower repairs. 
330 Harkness Road, Amherst 
413­253­4867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Public Hearing
Legal Notice

Belchertown Zoning 
Board of Appeals

n accordance with the provi-
sions of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 40A, Section 11 
the Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, August 20, 2025, at 
6:00 p.m.

This hearing will be held in the 
Select Board’s meeting room of 
Lawrence Memorial Hall, 2 Ja-
bish Street, Belchertown, MA on 
the application from Robert Bar-
ry appealing the decision of the 
Building Commissioner declin-
ing building permit due to land 
not having legal road frontage 
necessary for a building lot at 240 
Munsell Street Map 214 Parcel 1 
Zoned Primary Agricultural.

Any Person interested and 
wishing to be heard should ap-
pear at the time and place desig-
nated.

Jennifer Sharrow, Chair Person, 
Zoning Board of Appeals

08/07, 08/14/2025

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in 
the Belchertown Police log 
and arrests for the weeks 
of July 25 through July 31. 
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the 
police department based on 
the review of the detailed 
log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Sunday, July 27

1 2 : 3 8  p . m .  –  A 
Belchertown man arrested 
on charges of violation of an 
abuse prevention order and a 
warrant. 

Thursday, July 31
12:53 p.m. – An offi-

cer responded to a call on 
George  Hannum Road. 
A person was arrested on 
charges of domestic assault 
and battery.

Wednesday, July 30
10:39 a.m. – A 79-year-

old Belchertown woman was 
issued a summons on charges 
of operating a motor vehi-
cle with a suspended license 
due to an immediate threat. 
A reporting person said there 
was a person in the parking 
lot of the post office. They 
left the area, and an officer 
was able to stop the opera-
tor. The officer asked the 
operator why they left. She 
said she was aware but needs 
to be able to get out and do 
things. 

11:05 a.m. – An 18-year-
old Longmeadow male was 
issued a summons on charges 
of negligent/reckless opera-
tion of a recreational vehicle, 
helmet violation, public way 
violation with a recreational 
vehicle, and operating unreg-
istered recreation vehicle. An 
officer responded to George 
Hannum Road for a report of 
a dirt bike, it was observed 
at a stop sign at Magnolia 
Street then passed over into 
a driveway and stopped. The 
dirt bike operator was taking 
it for a test drive after just 
repairing it. The officer later 
got an email that had a video 
of the person on a private 
way at a high rate of speed 
and running a stop sign. 
Based on the information in 
the video there was probable 
cause to charge them. Later 
that afternoon, they were 
served with a citation.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, July 25

2:49 p.m. – An officer 
responded to North Main 
Street business backing up 
and struck a parked vehi-
cle. They came out and 
exchanged information.

4:40 p.m. – An officer 
investigated a possible 209A 
violation. 

10:11 p.m. – An officer 

responded to a residence 
regarding a phone that was 
al legedly hacked.  They 
reported they had problems 
with the phone and said 
someone was hacking into it. 
The matter was documented.

Saturday, July 26
2:53 p.m. – An officer 

responded to South Main 
Street residence for a report 
of a vandalism. There was a 
report of a person trespassing 
and cutting down a tree on 
the property. The person said 
they noticed they were miss-
ing two trees, and they didn’t 
have people working on the 
property.

Sunday, July 27
6:23 a.m. – An officer 

responded to Michael Sears 
Road for a report of a FedEx 
truck parked on the side of 
the road and the door was 
left open. A resident noticed 
the hood latch was left open 
as if someone was inspect-
ed. The keys were kept in 
safekeeping. The truck had 
broken down and the driver 
made arrangements to have it 
removed. 

9:38 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a report of an 
accident on North Liberty 
Street. A dog was struck 
by a motor vehicle. It was 
unknown who struck the ani-
mal. The dog was deceased 
and removed. The animal 
control officer was contacted. 

Monday, July 28
10:12 a.m. – An officer 

took a report of suspicious 
activity from a checking 
account. A resident reported 
they felt there was a fraudu-
lent transaction. The person 
cancelled out the account and 
started a new one. 

Tuesday, July 29 
12:36 p.m. – An offi-

cer responded to a North 
Main Street residence for a 
report of a possible break-
ing and entering incident. 
The air conditioning was out 
of place. When the resident 
went to reposition, they said 
it was pushed in and had not 
just fallen out of place. There 
was no other indication of a 
break in, other than the air 
conditioning being moved. 

8:53 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Turkey Hill Road. A vehicle 
going south on Turkey Hill 
Road was turning left into 
a business when a second 
vehicle struck its side. The 
operator of the first vehicle 
said they thought there was 
enough time to make the turn. 
The operator of the second 
vehicle said the first vehicle 
was traveling too fast and cut 
them off. There was airbag 
deployment in both vehi-
cles. Both were towed from 
the scene. No injuries were 
reported. 

Wednesday, July 30
7:03 a.m. – A person 

responded to the station with 
an expired driver’s license 
they found while walking on 
State Street.

9:16 a.m. – An expired 
identification card for a per-
son was found on the rail trail 
near Maple Street. 

9:06 p.m. – An officer 
assisted Belchertown fire and 
paramedics. 

Thursday, July 31
12:37 p.m. – An officer and 

Belchertown Fire and para-
medics reported to Federal 
Street for a reported four-ve-
hicle cash with injuries. A 
person was transported to the 
hospital. 

1:15 p.m. – An officer 
responded to River Street for 
a report of smoke coming 
from the back of the vehi-
cle that struck a pole. State 
Police and Palmer Police 
responded with mutual aid 
until a Belchertown officer 
arrived on scene. One person 
was transported to the hospi-
tal. A vehicle traveling east 
on River Street when it went 
off the roadway and struck a 
utility pole. The person said 
they were going too fast and 
lost control of the vehicle. A 
vehicle was towed from the 
scene.

Granby 
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to 118 calls for the week 
of July 25 through July 31. 
Those arrested are presumed 

innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, July 25
7:50 a.m. – A resident 

reported that the street sign 
for Pheasant Hill has been 
knocked down and there is a 
vehicle bumper and license 
plate on the ground. The 
operator was identified and 
stated that they had swerved 
to miss a deer and struck the 
sign in the process. There 
were no injuries. 

Sunday, July 27
9 p.m. – While on patrol, 

an officer observed a motor 
vehicle pass another vehicle 
in a clearly marked no pass-
ing zone. The vehicle was 
traveling at 46MPH in a post-
ed 30MPH zone. The vehicle 
was stopped and the operator 
was issued a civil citation for 
speeding and a passing vio-
lation.

Monday, July 28
3:56 p.m. – The owner of 

C&G Tool stated that a per-
son was observed dump-
ing bags of trash into their 
dumpster. Officers spoke to 
the involved party and they 
agreed to remove the trash 
from the dumpster.

Tuesday, July 29
7:42 a.m. – Several 911 

callers reported a two-car 
accident. Granby Police and 
Fire responded. Two parked 
and unoccupied vehicles were 
struck as well. There were no 
injuries.

Wednesday, July 30
2:22 p.m. – A family mem-

ber reported that another fam-
ily member had stolen money 
from their mother. An inci-
dent report was completed.

Thursday, July 31
6:03 p.m. – A motorist 

reported a possible road rage 
incident where they observed 
a vehicle side-swipe anoth-
er vehicle causing damage to 
a mirror. The aggressor was 
not identified and sped away. 
Officers spoke with the oper-
ator whose vehicle was dam-
aged and completed an acci-
dent report.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�

pionship held at the end of 
the season. Last year’s fall 
season was eight games and 
that is the goal for this year. 
Free and low-cost fields 
are used as well as just one 
umpire in an effort to keep 
the costs lower for players. 
The cost to play will likely 
range from $40 to $60 for 
the eight-game schedule. 
Players from outside the 
Quabbin League may also 

pay a small fee for insur-
ance as well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcom-
ing soon, but until then, 
to express interest in the 
league, you can email the 
coordinators of the league 
at either GScibelli22@
yahoo.com or ikhandfield@
gmail.com.

Scheduled and team 
placement for unaffiliated 
players will be finalized in 
mid-to-late August. Please 
join in the fun this fall.

LEAGUE from page 8

Meet a Balloon Artist 
 A Sensory Friendly 

Experience with 
Brie’s Balloons 
September 25th 
5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Sign up for a 15-min. 
one-on-one balloon twisting 
session with Brie’s Balloons

Spaces are limited, please 
pre-register.   

C h o o s e  b e t w e e n  2 
experiences with Brie’s 
Balloons when you register:                                                                  
*Exploration session (ages 
3-4 years) is great for those 
getting comfortable with 
different sensory experienc-
es or as an introduction to 
balloon twisting.  

*Balloon twisting teach-
ing session (youth ages 5 
years and up) is good for 
those who are ready to learn 
how to twist 1 to 2 balloon 
animals. 

1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten - 

At Home Program
Make sure your child is 

as ready as they can be for 
one of the biggest moments 
of their little life - starting 
school. Read them 1,000 
books before kindergar-

ten & keep track with this 
nation-wide program. Sign 
up and get a folder at the 
library. Read a book (any 
book) to your newborn, 
infant, or toddler. The goal 
is to read 1,000 books (yes, 
you can repeat books) 
before your child starts 
kindergarten. Vist www.
1000booksbeforekindergar-
ten.org for more imforman-
tion. 

To  Granby  L ibrary 
patrons,

I am retiring at the end 
of September. As a Youth 
Service Librarian I have 
been able to combine my 
love of youth and librar-
ies in the perfect setting, 
Granby. The years flew 
by and now it is time to 
embark on a new adventure 
- Retirement!  I have been 
touched by so many memo-
ries. It has been a pleasure 
to get to know you and to 
foster a love of reading. I 
will miss you all and wish 
everyone well as you con-
tinue your library adven-
tures!  

With sincere thanks and 
gratitude to everyone who 
has touched my life,  

Miss Janice 
(Janice McArdle, 

Youth Service Librarian)

LIBRARY from page 9

a nomination will be entered 
into a raffle to win one free 
ticket to the A+ Awards 
Dinner held on November 
18, 2025 at the UMass 
Student Union Ballroom, 
presented by PeoplesBank.

Interested in learning 

more about the event or 
joining as a sponsor? Visit 
the event page: https://www.
amherstarea.com/awards  or 
contact Executive Director 
Jacob Robinson at  direc-
tor@amherstarea.com  for 
more details and sponsor-
ship information.

AWARDS from page 9

GRANBY – Book  lov-
ers! Bargain Hunters! The 
Friends of the Granby Free 
Public Library will host 
their annual Month-Long 
Fal l   Book  Sale   dur ing 
September in the Community 
Room o f  t he  L ib ra ry. 
You will be able to choose 
from a large assortment of 
used and like-new hard-
cover,  softcover,  paper-
back  books, teen  books  and 
children’s  books, along with 
a selection of CDs, DVDs, 
video games and audiobooks. 
The sale will run during 
regular library hours from 
September 2 through 30. 

The Library is now accept-
ing donations of hardcover 
and paperback books, DVDs, 

music CDs, playable video 
games,  and audiobooks 
in good condition accept-
able for resale. The Library 
does not accept donations 
of: Textbooks, encyclope-
dias, Reader’s Digest  books, 
or  books  with smoke, mold, 
mildew, or water damage. 
Donations are accepted at 
the Library during open 
hours. Please do not leave 
donated  books  outside the 
library or in our book return. 
Donations accepted until 
August 28.  Thank you for 
your support! 

The Granby Free Public 
Library is located at 297 E 
State St, Granby, MA 01033. 
Visit  granbylibrary.org  for 
hours and more information. 

Fall Book Sale coming to GFPL
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136 Pleasant Street
Ware, MA 01082 

Tel: 413-277-6060

WWW.SNOWSSURFSHACK.COM

AUGUST 14TH 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 

grand
opening Summer Days

 

 AUGUST 16 AUGUST 16TH TH 
  
9 AM -3 PM  

RAIN DATE:  AUGUST 23RD, 9 AM- 3 PM 

250 STATE STREET, GRANBY
For more information contact us at:

fundraising@granbypreservationsociety.org
 ALL PROCEEDS  TO BENEFIT THE RESTORATION OF KELLOGG HALL 

GRANBY GRANBY 
PRESERVATION SOCIETYPRESERVATION SOCIETY

Raffle 
& Food

Concessions

CRAFT FAIR

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

“I think it was really cool 
to have Ultraviolet come in 
because it was awesome to 
have a teen group, their peers 
essentially, being the per-
formers, and that was really 
special. It was also special 
for us to support teens at the 

teen summer reading party,” 
said Sterling. 

In the past, there have been 
occasionally other adults to 
come and provide something 
during the party, but it made 
it even more special to have 
Ultraviolet this year.

“I felt it was one of the 
most successful teen events 

of my career. We had so 
many teens sign up, and this 
year even more signed up for 
the program. The teens have 
been so engaged and com-
mitted, and it makes me real-
ly happy,” said Sterling. 

From the kick-off event 
with Scott Fischer for the 
theme of levelling up, the 

whole program has been 
“very serendipitous”, and the 
whole community enjoyed 
the opportunities it gave to 
learn more, and stretch out 
their horizons. 

“I think the best part about 
teens is that they look at the 
world in such a different way, 
and I think adults would do a 
good job to calm down, and 
take on a teen’s perspective 
of the world. They are all 
dreamers, and I love that,” 
said Sterling.

TEENS from page 1

Emily and JenaRose enjoying time together dyeing their shirts.

Free books are always the 
best, especially when you 
have a few more days of 
summer reading to get 
through.

Ultraviolet came to perform, with a crowd gathered for them, too.

The sidewalk was filled with teens having fun together.

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Gracie Nite, Sydney Amoroso, and Valerie Nite enjoying their evening listening to some 
good music together.

RIGHT: Melissa LaFever 
tye-dyieng her 

new sweatshirt. 


