S

Belchertown, Granby & Amherst

ENTINEL

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE

1915

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

Volume 111 « Number 21

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PALMER, MA
PERMIT NO. 22

ECR-WSS
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

THURSDAY,
AUGUST 6,2026

www.sentinel.turley.com

SB hears mosquito control pitch, library growth report

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN - The
Select Board weighed join-
ing a regional mosquito con-
trol program and heard an
upbeat, but space-strapped
report from the public
library, as officials debated
risks, costs and how to main-

tain services in buildings.
At the Aug. 3 Select Board
meeting, Pioneer Valley
Mosquito Control District
officials urged Belchertown
to add enhanced surveillance
and optional mitigation to its
public health toolbox, while
Clapp Memorial Library
leaders outlined rising patron
use, substantial grant awards

and mounting capital and
space challenges inside the
town’s historic library build-
ing.

Mosquito district offers
surveillance, targeted
mitigation

Vice Chair of the Board of
Health Ken Elstein appeared
on behalf of the Board

of Health to support
Belchertown joining the
Pioneer Valley Mosquito
Control District, a regional
program that would cost the
town $5,250 a year for mem-
bership and surveillance.
Recalling an earlier
Eastern Equine Encephalitis
outbreak in the region, he
underscored the seriousness

of mosquito-borne illness.

“Mosquitoes worldwide
are one of the biggest kill-
ers,” Elstein said, adding that
“with respect to some of the
diseases... this is something
that you carry with you... for
the rest of your life.”

He framed the proposal as
a modest investment given
the potential consequences.

“It just seems worthwhile
for $5,000,” Elstein told the
board, noting the Board of
Health had voted unanimous-
ly in support of joining the
district.

John Briggs, director of
the Pioneer Valley Mosquito
Control District, said the

Please see CONTROL, page 7

Operation
Backpack
celebrates
12 years
of service

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY - Local charity
Operation Backpack remains
a staple of the South Hadley
and Granby communities.
Inspired by her time volun-
teering at Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, Sheila Adams
created Operation Backpack
to ensure no student goes to
school without a backpack
and school supplies.

“A long time ago I
retired and I got involved
with Neighbors Helping
Neighbors,” Adams said as
she recalled how she got
involved with charity work.
“They would give out just a
few pencils or whatever they
could get their hands on and
I realized that was a good
thing. You don’t realize how
many kids go to school with
a paper bag or don’t have
the supplies to utilize in the
classroom.”

Seeing an opportunity to
help the wider communi-
ty and deciding to expand
the service, Adams creat-
ed Operation Backpack to
ensure no student had to
go to school ill-equipped.
Sponsored by St. Pat’s
Church, she still sources her
own donations and supplies.

Please see BACKPACK,
page 3
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Massachusetts Outlaws competed in the War on the Shore: Clash of the Bats tournament held on July 10 to 12 in
Stonington, CT. Pictured is the U13 team which included: (top I-r) Coach Tim Bailey, Lucas Neshitt, Justin Bouffard, Rylan
Menard, Sam Leblond, Jaxon Laliberte, Goach Bobby Trigilio. (bottom I-r) Liam Gleason, Xavier Landers, Wyatt Carver,
Lucas Roy, Jacek Lavoie, Owen Williams. Team members not pictured are: Ryan Dowling, Alex Vieu, and Evan Gosselin.

Energy saving tips for the summer

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

Many people see their
energy bills increase in the
summer due to the amount
of appliances needed to
keep their homes cool.

National Grid offered

some advice to help keep
energy costs low.

They suggested that
you only run full loads in
the dishwasher and dryer,
setting your refrigerator
temperature to 38 degrees
Fahrenheit and utilizing a
toaster oven to reheat or

cook small meals, as it uti-
lizes less energy than a tra-
ditional oven.

It can also be benefi-
cial to cook outside when
possible and even use a
clothesline to dry clothes,
rather than a dryer.

These strategies reduce

electrical costs and can
help to keep house tem-
peratures lower.
Additionally, switching
fan directions in the win-
dows during the day can

Please see ENERGY
SAVING TIPS, page 5

Belchertown Community Band offers free summer concerts

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Trumpet player Joseph Brozek takes the lead during “Song to
the Moon.”

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Community
Band performed last
Thursday, July 30 as part of
their summer concert series.

The concert was both to
commemorate the coun-
try’s 250-year anniversary
and as a celebration of the
band’s 40th season. Due to
“very wet weather” on the
green, as explained on the
band’s Facebook page, the
Thursday event took place
within the Belchertown
High School’s auditorium.
The concert was a musical
history tour of popular cul-
ture, with melodies from

John Williams, Leonard
Bernstein and traditional
American folk songs.

The band began with
a rendition of the Star
Spangled Banner by Francis
Scott Key. The lead con-
ductor was Band Director
Mike Bauer, who was edu-
cated at the New England
Conservatory of Music and
taught music in Palmer
before his current position.
He has directed the commu-
nity band since its creation
in 1986.

Local trumpet player
Joesph Brozek, a featured
performer, played Song to
the Moon in memory of
founding band member and
former Belchertown Citizen

of the Year Robert “Bob”
Wilson. The initial haunting
solo was then supported by
fellow band mates Antonin
Dvorak and Ward Miller
before lifting off into a full
orchestral piece.
Assistant Director
Veronica Richter took the
conductor’s stand for an
arrangement which com-
bined music from late com-
poser Henry Mancini, who
Bauer mentioned wrote
music for TV series “Peter
Gunn” and “many mov-
ies and TV shows stretch-
ing across five decades.”
The medley included a
combination of the “Pink

Please see CONGERT,
page 13

Poissant & Neveu Real Estate Team

Info@TheTeamThatSells.com | (413) 813-4479 | www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

. Community Focus. Local Expertise.

Rooted here. Ready to guide you home. Serving our community since 2003.

Talks
continue
on website
updates

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer
GRANBY - The

Granby Select Board gath-
ered to discuss updates to
the town website. Town
Administrator Ron Aponte
raised the issue of the town’s
outdated website and sum-
marized his conversation
with a potential website con-
sultant and web master.

“I had a chance to
sit down with Jenny
Hajdamowicz. She is cer-
tainly on board with being
able to address what I'm
referring to as phase one of
the website project,” Aponte
said. “That’s really to go
in and correct the incorrect
data.”

Aponte pointed out glar-
ing weakness with the web-
site’s current presentation.
Identified necessary work
would involve “fixing links
that end up going nowhere”
and updating dated infor-
mation. He also mentioned
Hajdamowicz said the work
was possible but envisioned
it would “take a little bit of
time.”

“The problem was the
people we had in place
managing the process
were not effective.”

m — Mark Bail

“My personal preference
is we just contract with her
to actually perform that
phase one,” Aponte said,
though mentioned her cur-
rent responsibilities with the
school department would
cause logistical conflicts
with hiring her as a full-time
town employee.

“We would have to desig-
nate her as a special munic-
ipal employee as well,”
Aponte said. “So she can
enter into that contract.
So, if the board is amena-
ble to that, I can certainly
drop that paperwork and we
can address that at our next
meeting.”

Aponte noted they sched-
uled a meeting with the
municipal consultant Walton
Schilling to provide an over-
view of “what we’re look-
ing to do with the website.”
He expressed hope both
Hajdamowicz and Schilling

Please see WEBSITE, page 7
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The Lions Club will host a car show in Belchertown for the third time.

Lions Club’s 3rd Annual Cruisin’ the
Common Memorial Car Show

BELCHERTOWN - This
Saturday, Aug. 8 (rain date:
Aug. 9), our Town Common
will begin filling up with
vintage classic automobiles,
trucks, and motorcycles start-
ing at 9 a.m.

Public viewing (free to
spectators) and judging take
place until 1 p.m., at which
time raffle winners for the
dozens of prizes being given
away will be announced, fol-
lowed by the presentation of
25 laser-engraved trophies to
the best-of-the-best vehicle
entries that day. Don’t forget
to get in on the 50/50 Raffle
as well. It’s your chance to
walk away with hundreds of
dollars in your pocket.

Plenty of food will be
served up, including meat-
ball grinders, burgers,
cheeseburgers, hot dogs,
French fries, and soft drinks.
Free coffee and donuts will
be available in the earlier
hours of the show, so stop on
in---and while you’re at it,
grab a sheet of raffle tickets

for our Chinese auction!

Our annual car show has
quickly become one of our
club’s biggest fundrais-
ers---only made possible
through the greatly appreci-
ated support of our towns-

people and local businesses.
Please come out and join us
for the day with the entire
family, grab a bite to eat,
try your luck at our raffle
table, and take a stroll down
Memory Lane as you take

LEFT OUT IN

THE COLD?

Did your propane company let you down
when you needed them most?

9,

Tired of waiting on hold or dealing with
a company that isn’t local?

YOU DESERVE BETTER!

THINKING ABOUT

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

" There will be many
raffle prizes at this
. _year’s show.

in the views of some of the
finest classic vehicles in the
northeast. All proceeds from
this event will be distribut-
ed to our local charities and
civic organizations.

Town seeks trustees for
Affordable and Resilient
Housing Trust

BELCHERTOWN —
The Town of Belchertown
is seeking three residents
to serve as Trustees on
the newly established
Belchertown Affordable
and Resilient Housing
Trust, a public charitable
trust created to help current
homeowners make critical
repairs and improvements
that protect their homes
from extreme weather and
climate-related impacts.

Town Meeting vot-
ers approved the Trust on
May 11, 2026. It was cre-
ated under Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter
44, Section 55C, for the
purpose of creating, pre-
serving, rehabilitating,
and supporting commu-
nity housing, as defined
in Massachusetts General
Laws Chapter 44B, for the
benefit of low- and moder-
ate-income households in
Belchertown.

The Trust grew out of
the Town’s work on the
Municipal Vulnerability
Preparedness (MVP) 2.0
program, where housing
stability and resilience were
identified as ongoing com-
munity needs. Rather than
building new housing, the
Trust is designed to help
residents make these repairs
and improvements in cases
where existing programs,
such as Mass Save, do not
provide coverage.

The Board of Trustees
will have five members:
three Belchertown resi-
dents, one Select Board
member, and one Planning
Board member. The Town
Manager appoints all
Trustees. For the initial
board, terms will be stag-
gered, with three Trustees
serving one-year terms and

two serving two-year terms.
“This project is funded
through the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, not
local tax dollars, and
Belchertown was fortunate
to be selected as an MVP
pilot community, making us
eligible to pursue signifi-
cant state grant funding in
the years ahead,” said Steve
Williams, Town Manager.
“Now we need three res-
idents to step forward as
Trustees so this important
work can move ahead.”
“This is about helping
people stay in their homes,”
said Cyndi Harbeson, Clapp
Memorial Library Director
and member of the MVP
Core Team. “It’s about
making sure our seniors,
families, and longtime resi-
dents have the support they
need to maintain safe, liv-
able housing — especially
as costs rise and homes age.
This is a practical, commu-
nity-focused solution that
meets people where they

29

are.

What the Trust Will Do

* Help current homeowners
repair and improve their
existing homes

* Support projects that
increase resilience to
extreme weather

e Address gaps where
existing programs, such
as Mass Save, do not pro-
vide coverage

* Focus on keeping resi-
dents safely housed in the
community they already
live in

* Prioritize residents who
are often financially
strained by repair costs,
including seniors, vet-

Please see HOUSING
TRUST, page 11

All of us at Bell & Hudson
wish you a
Happy & Safe Summer!

e

SWITCHING
PROPANE
COMPANIES?

CALL SURNER NOW

413 253 2999

O &)
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Look for Our
Blue and
Yellow Trucks

Reliable
Propane
Delivery

SWITCH PROPANE COMPANIES NOW
BEFORE YOU'RE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD.

SURNER

24/1
Emergency
Service

Real Peuple B
Not Call
Centers

Locally
Owned

—— HEATING—
surnerheat.com

Companies We Represent:
MAPFRE / Hanover / Safety /
Quincy / Concord / and more!

Two Convenient Locations:
19 N. Main Street, Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-9611 — info@bellandhudson.com

15 Central Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-4646 — info @bellandhudson.com

£ BAl
3 HUDSON

Insurance Agency, Inc.,

www.bellandhudson.com
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i PUBLIC SAFETY

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in
the Belchertown Police log
and arrests for the weeks
of July 24, through July 29.
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the
police department based on
the review of the detailed
log summary. This feature is
designed to provide context
and explanation to some of
the calls police respond to
every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Saturday, July 25

1:25 a.m. — A 45-year-old
Pittsfield man was issued
a summons for receiving a
stolen motor vehicle and sto-
len property. An officer was
dispatched to Daniel Shay’s
Highway for a report of a
person that was napping
there. It was reported that
a work truck stolen from
Leominster late in the eve-
ning on July 24. An officer
responded and saw the vehi-
cle with its light on. The driv-
er’s side door was wide open.
Then the officer saw three
people standing on the side of
the road. Two of them were
identified. The work truck
was in the middle of the road.

The person ran them down
because they were out of gas.
It was reported the vehicle
was stolen around 8:50 p.m.
the night prior. The vehicle
was equipped with a dash
camera to video the person
driving it. The operator said
they worked for the company
and relative owned the vehi-
cle, but they did not work for
the company nor were they a
relative. The area where the
truck was stolen was behind a
hospital in Leominster. A tow
company was called, and the
suspect was charged accord-
ingly.

2:55 a.m. — A 19-year-old
Amherst man was issued
a summons for leaving the
scene of property damage
and operating a vehicle with
a suspended license. A vehi-
cle traveling on West Street
crashed into a rock. It was
towed and no injuries were
reported.

Wednesday, July 29

5:11 am. — A 49-year-old
Belchertown woman was
placed under protective cus-
tody for use of drugs.

3:58 p.m. — A person was
arrested on domestic violence
charges.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, July 24

7:54 a.m. — An officer

spoke with a Mill Valley

Road resident who report-

-
-

-
ed three children rang their
doorbell then ran off. There
was video of the suspects.
The following day, the res-
ident posted the video on
social media and the chil-
dren were identified. One of
the children’s parents were
contacted and the officer was
going to contact the other two
children’s parents.

8:54 p.m. — An officer dis-
patched to Chauncey Walker
Road for a report of two vehi-
cles on the side of the road.
One vehicle was disabled.
The operator said they were
unable to steer the vehicle
and pulled over. The opera-
tor called a tow company and
waited for two hours. Due to
the vehicle being a hazard,
the officer requested a police
tow. The vehicle was brought
to the person’s residence.

Saturday, July 25
12:23 p.m. — An officer

spoke with a person about a
fraud attempt. The person got
a notification the computer
was frozen and were told to
contact the number provided.
The person called and told
to open a bank account and
dump money into it. The per-
son didn’t do it and called her
bank to inform them of the
matter.

1:13 p.m. — A person came
in to the station to talk about
a suspicious glass object with
a light inside on the dash-
board of their vehicle. It was
there and then the person
noticed it was missing there
were scratches in the area
where it was removed. They
wanted the matter document-
ed.

2:13 p.m. — A pair of pre-
scription eyeglasses were
found on Cold Spring Road
and was placed into evidence.

4:21 p.m. — An officer
responded for a report of a

stolen bumper. The person
said their front bumper of
their vehicle was stolen when
they were at a residence in
town. The officer determined
the front grill cover was miss-
ing, not the bumper. They
were advised to get a new
registration plate in the front.

Monday, July 27

9:32 a.m. — An officer
spoke with a parent who
wanted to report their child
was missing. They spoke
with the parent who said
their child left the house on
their bicycle at 4:30 p.m. on
Friday, July 24. The person
didn’t take any of their medi-
cations with them. They were
entered into the system as
missing.

4:58 p.m. — An officer
responded to Bardwell Street
for an accident. A vehicle
going north on Bardwell
Street crashed into a tree. A
witness said the person was
on the phone and looking
down when the vehicle side-
swiped a tree. The operator
was transported to the hospi-
tal. The trees were on town
property. No tows were need-
ed.

7:08 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
North Main Street. A vehi-
cle turning right into a North
Main Street business collided
with another vehicle waiting
to turn into a driveway. No

injuries were reported and no
tows were needed.

Tuesday, July 28

1:04 p.m. — An officer
responded to a residence
facilitate an owner tow. The
person was in the hospital
and requested to have the
vehicle towed from the side
of the roadway. The vehi-
cle will remain with the tow
company until the owner can
retrieve it.

Wednesday, July 29

4:56 p.m. — An officer
went down to West Street to
assist Belchertown Fire with
a vehicle partially submerged
under the underpass. The
vehicle was disabled due to
the flooded roadway. They
traveled under the underpass
when the vehicle stopped
running and were unable
to get the vehicle into gear.
The occupants were able
to get out of vehicle safely.
Belchertown Fire requested
a tow company to the scene.

5:10 p.m. — An officer took
a report of harassment. They
got a text from a person who
was pretending to be some-
one else.

4:30 — 8 p.m. — Officers
responded to several reports
of flooding roadways,
downed trees and downed
wires.

BACKPACK from page 1

“It’s about 12 years ago
that this now has ballooned
into this big operation,”
Adams said. “It’s done out
of my home.”

Adams says Operation
Backpack is an “all year”
effort, with requests pouring
in for everything from books
to binders. She even receives
calls from local schools ask-
ing for help supplying stu-
dents. The program is also
confidential, with minimal
input required to fulfill filed
requests, such as gender and
grade. From there, Adams
sets up anonymous and
secure drop-offs at the appro-
priate school with a trusted
authority figure, such as a
counselor, who ensures the
items are given to the anony-
mous student.

“I work closely with the
schools because I do not
want any child to be embar-
rassed or go to school with-
out what they need to be
a success,” Adams said.
“That’s my story. It’s a very
simple one but I enjoy doing
it.”

Adams offered gratitude
for the overwhelming support
she receives from the com-
munity. Though she stated

her family room “looks like
a Staples” with the amount of
material she’s collected from
generous donors, she none-
theless loves what she does.
Adams mentioned the pro-
gram filled 213 backpacks
for the operation last year
and though she voiced con-
cerns for the upcoming fall,
she reported she is already
getting phone calls, with
word of mouth spreading
throughout the food pantries

in South Hadley and Granby.

“This year, with the econ-
omy being the way it is,
I don’t know what my fig-
ure will be at the end of
October,” Adams said. “I
don’t know what it will be.
Hopefully, I capture every-
body.”

Despite concerns about
what the fall will bring with
rising costs, Adams remains
stalwart in being the reliable
helpful community figure

she’s become. She emphati-
cally stated she would “com-
mit herself to fill every back-
pack” to ensure no child is
left behind in the fall.

“I don’t want someone, a
family, sitting out there not
knowing I'm available,”
Adams said as she discussed
possible figures for the
upcoming school semester.
“I don’t turn away anybody.
I don’t know what this year
will end up as, but whatever
it is, I will take care of these
children.”

The Chamber of
Commerce will also recog-
nize her at the Boathouse
Restaurant in South Hadley
on Aug. 12. Those looking
for supplies may reach her
at shoperationbackpack@
yahoo.com and several drop
off locations exist around
South Hadley. Drop off
boxes are located at 74 Lamb
Street, St. Pat’s Church at
30 Main Street, Neighbors
Helping Neighbors on 30
Carew Street or at Newton
Dental on 488 Newton Street.

Those seeking to donate
to the project can write and
send checks to Operation
Backpack, 36 Chestnut Hill
Road, South Hadley 01075.

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!
« Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
« First-Rate Used Auto Parts
« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

Money on
the Spot
for All
Vehicles

NEWS & FEATURES

for this paid staff coverage.

or community features for
The Sentinel, please email
sentinel@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
——— www.turley.com

As a paper of record, we affempt to cover all general
news, personality profiles, and community features that
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board
of health, finance, and other fown meetings determined by
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual
major community event features that we should always cover,
but we are more than open fo suggestions of other features
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding

For more information on news

BELCHERTOWN -
Green Day Recycling is
hosting several Saturday
electronics recycling
event fundraisers
in the area, and
we would like
to invite every-
one to partici-
pate.

Here is the
schedule for our
upcoming events:

Saturday, Aug. 8
- Most Holy Redeemer
Church (120 Russell
Street, Hadley, MA 01035)
- Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish (256 State

Multiple recycling
events being held

Street, Granby, MA 01033)

Saturday, Sept. 12

- St. Francis
Church (10 Park St,
Belchertown, MA
01007)

Event Details:

- Time: 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. (Rain or
shine)

- Pricing: Some items are
free to recycle, while others
range from $5 to $40 each.

- Benefit: A portion of the
proceeds will benefit the
hosting parishes.

Everyone is welcome to
attend.

anticipated.

Chicopee St. to receive work

GRANBY - Road resurfacing on Chicopee St.
between School St. and Carver St. Work will com-
mence the week of Aug.
routes if possible. Roadway detours and/or closures are

18. Please seek alternate

Residents may experience short-term inconvenience/
delays due to construction operations.

o

THE ROADHOUSE

178 Federal St.
Belchertown

& theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

(413) 323-6175

ouPun, Build Yous Qun Yiled Pheete!

Breakfast, Lunch & Specials
Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AMTO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

Own Fresh
Peaches
Are Here!

Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse
Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794 » www.dickinsonsfarm.com
Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm ¢ Sun. 8am-6pm

Our Own: Beans, Blueberries, Carrots, Corn,
Dill, Radishes, Peaches, Tomatoes,

Yellow & Green Squashes,

Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions,
Beets & Cucumbers

Family Owned
& Operated

Most Major
Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available
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s Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by

a ISA certified arborist

L
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i

dlandgtree.com
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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Red, White &
Belchertown

Logo unveiled for town’s
America 250 celebration

BELCHERTOWN —
The Town of Belchertown
has announced the name
and logo for its celebra-
tion of the United States
Semiquincentennial: Red,
White & Belchertown.

The celebration began
this summer with a flag
raising ceremony marking
the nation’s 250th anniver-
sary. The name and logo
announced today were cre-
ated by the US250 Task
Force, a group made up of
community partners, town
employees, Select Board
members, committee mem-
bers, and nonprofits working
together to plan the town’s
US Semiquincentennial cele-
brations.

The first major Red, White
& Belchertown event will
take place on Sept. 24 at the
Chestnut Hill Recreation

Area, 59 State Street. The
evening will include a com-
munity gathering followed
by fireworks, marking the
return of a fireworks display
to Belchertown after a long
hiatus. The date falls the day
before the Belchertown Fair
begins.

Planning for the
September 24 event is still
underway, and additional
details will be announced in
the coming weeks.

Looking further ahead,
the US250 Task Force is
also exploring a time cap-
sule burial and a liberty tree
planting to mark the anniver-
sary at later dates.

The public is encouraged
to follow the Town web-
site and social media pages
for updates on Red, White
& Belchertown and other
US250 activities.

BOAT hosting outdoor
movie night Aug. 15

BELCHERTOWN -
Belchertown Overcoming
Adversity Together
(BOAT), in partnership with
the Belchertown Recreation
Department, invites families
and community members
to join “Making Waves: A
Summer of Prevention” for
a free outdoor showing of
Dolphin Tale on Saturday,
Aug. 15 at Belchertown
Town Beach.

Parking opens at 7 p.m.,
and the movie begins at 8
p-m. Families are encour-
aged to bring their favorite
chairs and enjoy an evening
together at the beach. Free
popcorn will be available,
and the concession stand
will be open.

Prevention starts with
connection

While Dolphin Tale is
a family movie about an
injured dolphin and the
people who come together
to help her, its themes reach
well beyond the story on
screen. The film highlights
resilience, perseverance,
friendship, family, men-
torship, compassion, and

the importance of having a
supportive community—all
important components of
prevention.

“Prevention isn’t just
about preventing substance
use or mental health chal-
lenges,” said Kris Hoag,
Drug-Free Communities
(DFC) Program Director/
BOAT Co-Chair “It is also
about creating communi-
ties where people feel con-
nected, supported, and val-
ued. Events like this give
families an opportunity to
spend time together, build
relationships, and experi-
ence healthy, positive rec-
reation.”

BOAT recognizes that
substance use disorder and
mental health conditions
are public health issues.
The organization supports
and implements a proactive
approach through preventa-
tive education, harm reduc-
tion strategies, reducing
stigma, and ease of access
to treatment.

Please see MOVIE
NIGHT, page 13

ENERGY SAVINGS TIPS

from page 1

also help keep temperatures
down. Switch the fans to
push out hot air during the
day and pull in cool air at
night.

Eversource also recom-
mended closing curtains on
direct sunlight and turning
off the air conditioning when
no one is home.

Furthermore, regular-
ly cleaning the AC fil-
ters improves air flow and
extends the life of the AC
unit.

It is also important to
check that an AC unit is cor-
rectly draining any and all
moisture. AC units remove
moisture from the air as they
work, and incorrect drainage
can lead to leaks, mold and a
broken AC.

A simple way to prevent

5 SHEBIERGY 3

this is when installing a win-
dow AC unit, ensure that
the unit is tilted backward
slightly. This ensures that the
water drips down and out,
rather than into the room the
AC was installed in.

Furthermore, when install-
ing the AC unit people
should make sure that there
is at least five feet of clear-
ance from walls, trees, hedg-
es or yard ornaments.

If there is not enough
clearance it can block airflow
and reduce the efficacy of the
unit.

Another tip for keeping

costs low, as suggested by
Lisa Sullivan from Holyoke
Gas and Electric, is sealing
any air leaks in windows and
doors to help keep all cool
air in.

“Additionally, we encour-
age customers to consider
installing a smart or pro-
grammable thermostat,”
Sullivan said.

Having a programmable
thermostat allows people to
turn up the temperatures in
their home while they aren’t
there, effectively cutting
down energy costs.

Moreover, when install-
ing a thermostat in a home,
ensure that it is out of direct
sunlight. Having the ther-
mostat in direct sunlight can
lead to incorrect temperature
readings, which then cause
an increased energy output.

The thermostat should also
be kept away from windows
and doors, as drafts from

those can also alter tempera-
ture readings.

Additionally, many people
find themselves adding appli-
ances in the summer to keep
on top of the heat.

Having multiple appliances
plugged in can cause safe-
ty concerns, including power
surges or electrical fires.

To avoid these problems,
Sullivan recommended that
people should avoid plugging
multiple high-energy devices
into the same outlet, inspect
cords for damage before use,
and follow manufacturer’s
instructions for installing and
operating devices.

“If breakers are frequently
tripping, outlets feel warm,
or lights flicker when equip-
ment is running, we recom-
mend contacting a qualified
electrician to evaluate the
home’s electrical system,”
Sullivan said.
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I OPINION

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

When should my wife file
for spouse benefits?

Dear Rusty:

My wife is 66 (born
February 1960) and start-
ed taking Social Security
retirement benefits just
over one year ago at age
65.

She was a stay-at-home
Mom for most of her adult
life. I turned 62 this past
March and received my
first SS payment recently
for a May 2026 start. We
are scheduled to meet with
SSA in late July to initiate
spousal benefits because
my wife’s current benefits
are less than 50% of mine.

We also have an adult
disabled son, who receives
Supplemental Security
Income and Social
Security benefits (this split
in benefit sources hap-
pened after my wife filed
- that whole process was
confusing and we don’t
understand it).

My question relates to
spousal benefits (I was a
career finance person but
don’t completely under-
stand these rules). We
were going to file in July
but is there any benefit to
waiting until she turns 67?
And will her 50% benefit
be 50% of my lower ben-
efit due to my filing at 62
or is that based on another
amount?

Signed: Confused
Finance Guy

Dear Confused:

First, be aware that your
wife’s spousal benefit will
be based on her age when
she claims it, and half of
your Full Retirement Age,
(although you claimed
at 62, her benefit as your
spouse will still be based
on your FRA entitlement).

Because she claimed
her SS retirement at 65,
your wife will not get
50% of your FRA enti-
tlement; rather she will
get her own reduced SS
retirement benefit (which
was reduced by about
13% from her FRA enti-
tlement) plus a “spousal
boost.” The amount of that
“boost” will be the dif-
ference between her own
FRA entitlement and half
of your FRA entitlement,
but that boost amount will
also be reduced because
she will be claiming in
July before her FRA.

Your wife will reach her
FRA in February 2027,
so by claiming her spou-
sal boost in July her boost
amount will be reduced by
about 5% and the “boost”
will be added to her
already reduced SS retire-
ment about. The result will
be your wife’s benefit as
your spouse will be less
than 50% of your FRA
entitlement. And, FYI,
your wife will be automat-
ically deemed to be filing
for her spousal benefit, she
will not be able to defer
claiming it.

As your son is now col-
lecting SS benefits based
on your wife’s personal
SS record, you should ask
Social Security to switch
him over to payments
based on your record
because you have the
higher SS benefit.

FYI, because your
son is now receiving
Supplemental Security
Income, the SS disabil-
ity benefit he receives
will offset by his SSI
benefit, and the payment
amount will consist of two
sources - SSI and SSDI.
Nevertheless, he cannot
get more than 50% of your
SS retirement amount and
will likely be affected by
the Family Maximum,
which may further reduce
his SSDI entitlement.

Your wife’s benefit as
your spouse will also be
affected by the “Family
Maximum,” which lim-
its how much can be
paid on any one person’s
SS record (on your SS
record).

That also means that
your wife will not get
a full 50% of your FRA
entitlement; rather she will
get less because the fam-
ily maximum limits how
much all your dependents
can receive to somewhere
between 50% and 88% of
your FRA benefit amount
(after subtracting your
own SS entitlement).

That also means that
your son’s SS payment,
as well as your wife’s SS
payment as your spouse,
will be reduced to less
than 50% of your FRA
entitlement. SSA will be
able to guide you through
the Family Maximum cal-
culations for both your son
and your wife when you
meet.

To recap all of this: a)
your wife will be automat-
ically deemed to be filing
for her spousal benefit;
she cannot delay until her
FRA. b) her amount as
your spouse will be less
than 50% of your SS FRA
entitlement. And c¢) both
your wife’s and your son’s
SS benefit will likely be
also affected by the Family
Maximum and, thus, be
less than half of your FRA
entitlement.

Nevertheless, it was
likely the right decision to
claim as you have, con-
sidering that your son and
wife have been receiving
SS benefits for some time
now, and both will contin-
ue to receive more as your
dependents.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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Privet pruning leads to instruction

very year when
we head off to the
Cape, the “yard” talk

becomes privets, and bun-
nies, but that is a whole other
column.

When we visited in June,
the privets where we stay
had been cut way back in an
effort to reduce height
and width. This trip, I
noticed those cuts had
grown back nicely,
achieving the desired
results.

Read on while we
revisit a column from
the archives on pruning
hedges.

A living hedge offers
multi-seasonal interest.
A number of shrubs suited
for hedges flower or have
appealing fall leaf color.

Others are evergreen and
fulfill the “need for green”
even in the offseason.

Some make great homes
for wildlife, and others are
the perfect backdrop for our
holiday decorations.

Whatever the case, a hedge
doesn’t have to be old and
overgrown to require your
attention. Perhaps it is a lit-
tle misshapen, or too tall and
gangly. Maybe it has lots of
dead wood.

Anyway, there is no time
like the present to get out the
loppers and hand clippers
and do some pruning.

Old and overgrown
Hedges that fall into this
category should be reju-
venated over the course of
three years. The general
rule of thumb is to remove
no more than one-third of a
shrub’s mass at one time.
Working from the interi-
or of each plant, cut out the
oldest stems first to ground
level. Fresh new growth will
fill in the gaps.
Repeat in years two and
three, until all the old wood

has been pruned away. If you
prune more drastically than
recommended, there will
be less leaf power for pho-
tosynthesis, and vigor may
be reduced; curb your impa-
tience and stick to the three
year rule.

Misshapen

Hedges can sometimes be
disproportionate and appear
top or bottom-heavy. Proper
pruning can alleviate this
problems.

Before horticulture col-
lege, it never occurred to me
that I could determine the
direction in which my shrub
will grow based on the prun-
ing cuts I make. I used to
think I was merely shorten-
ing stems!

Grab a branch and exam-
ine the buds closely. Some
point inward while others
point out. Voila!

For a top-heavy shrub
make cuts at inward facing
buds on the upper section-
this will curb outward facing
growth. On the lower portion
make your cuts at buds fac-
ing out to encourage outer
branching.

Best cuts are made on a
45 degree angle just after the
bud of choice. Try this prun-
ing method on privet.

Too tall and gangly

Hedges that are tall and
thin need more than just “a
little off the top.” Here you
will employ pruning strat-
egies that you’ve already
learned.

Cut deep into the plant to

bring down its height, then
prune the sides of the shrub
to outward facing buds to
encourage a wider hedge.

This technique works
especially well with hedg-
es comprised of Rose of
Sharon.

Lots of dead wood
The quickest way to
prune a hedge has

i always been to employ
shears or electric
i trimmers and sim-

ply remove new
growth each season.
Unfortunately this meth-
od makes for lots of green
leaves at the plant’s tips but
for very little on the interior
of the shrub.

If you should decide you
want to reduce the overall
size of the hedge you will be
in for trouble — all that will
be visible is dead wood. Start
making “windows” now by
cutting out large stems back
to main branches.

Light will penetrate
inside the plant spawning
lots of fresh green growth.
Eventually you will be able
to cut the hedge back to that
point. The three year, one-
third rule that I spoke of
earlier should apply here as
well.

Boxwood and yews benefit
from this type of rejuvena-
tion.

Kudos to the privet pruner;
you did well!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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The gland guys don’t
want to talk about

or something the size
Fof a walnut, the pros-
tate looms large in
men’s imaginations and con-
cerns as they age. That said,
a recently published report
said only about 6% of men
talk to their doctors about
prostate cancer screening.
Now, obviously, I’'m not

a guy so I have no personal
experience. But 40% of men
who were surveyed in 2025
said they’d rather stew in
traffic or watch their favor-
ite sports team lose than talk
about prostate health with
their doctors, even though
about one in eight men will
be diagnosed with prostate

cancer in their lifetime.

Some doctors feel that dis-
cussions regarding urinary
symptoms and sexual health
are very personal in nature
and can sometimes make
patients feel self-conscious.

So, let’s demystify this
little troublemaker and see
if we can encourage greater
awareness and conversation.

Where it is and what it does

The prostate is tucked
below the bladder and is
involved in urinary and
sexual health. It adds fluid
to semen and helps mus-
cle it out of the urethra. It
weighs about an ounce, and,
though it starts out small, it
tends to get larger as a man
ages. This condition is called
BPH, benign prostatic hyper-
plasia, which is believed to
be brought on by hormonal
changes.

The urinary symptoms that
come with BPH are unpleas-
ant: frequent need to urinate,
especially at night; an inabil-

Please see HEALTH, page 7
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CONTROL from page 1

program’s “backbone” is
data-driven surveillance.

“We’re a regional mosqui-
to control program, and the
backbone of our program is
really surveillance,” he said.
Membership “includes sur-
veillance. Yes. We do com-
prehensive surveillance
where we’re trapping at
least 15 times [a] season” in
neighborhoods and vector
habitats.

The basic membership
includes trapping, lab work
and reporting, while addi-
tional, optional mitigation—
such as larvicide treatments
in catch basins and specific
wetlands—would cost more.
Briggs stressed those mea-
sures are targeted and habitat
specific.

“We’re not just going in
blindly and treating wet-
lands. We’re assessing the
type of wetlands. We’re sam-
pling, we’re looking, we’re
identifying the actual mos-
quito larvae, making sure
they’re actual vector species
and then treat the area with
BTI,” he said.

On pesticide concerns,
Briggs emphasized that the
district uses BTI, a larvi-
cide widely accepted even in
communities wary of chem-
icals.

“The product we use is
BTI, so that’s so safe you can
use it on an organic farm,”
he said, adding, “We’re not
using any synthetic pyre-
throids or pyrethrins.”

Briggs also linked the pro-
posal to climate trends and
new species moving into
Massachusetts.

“We’re seeing longer
growing seasons,” he said,
noting the primary EEE vec-
tor “usually has two gener-
ations per summer. If we go
into longer growing seasons,
it’s likely going to have more
than two generations,” and
that the district is now find-
ing invasive Aedes albopic-

tus and southern Culex errati-
cus in much greater numbers.

Town Manager Steve
Williams questioned wheth-
er the state should shoulder
more of the financial burden
for surveillance, given exist-
ing Department of Public
Health work and relatively
low historic case numbers.

“I don’t understand why
the state’s requiring towns
to pay additional money to
do surveillance,” Williams
said, pointing to long-term
case counts for Jamestown
Canyon virus, EEE and West
Nile virus and concluding,
“I would like to have more
information” before prioritiz-
ing the expenditure.

Selectboard member Lesa
Lessard Pearson asked for
localized statistics and a
clearer picture of environ-
mental impacts and funding
options.

“Given the statistics that
Steve mentioned, do they
corroborate with your statis-
tics?” she said, calling it “an
important consideration in
this conversation.”

After discussion, the board
agreed not to place the mem-
bership on the fall special
town meeting warrant until
questions about local risk,
state responsibility and possi-
ble funding mechanisms are
answered.

Library touts rising use,
grant wins and urgent build-
ing needs

Later in the meet-
ing, Library Director Cindy
Harbeson and President of
the Board of Trustees Bill
McClure presented a
detailed update on the Clapp
Memorial Library’s past year
and priorities for the coming
one.

Harbeson reported that
more residents are using the
library and relying on staff
expertise.

“Our residents with library
cards increased by 2.8%. We
have almost 6,000 registered
borrowers in town, which is

really a great number and it
also helps with our state aid
numbers,” she said.

She highlighted a sharp
rise in direct help requests
even as artificial intelligence
tools proliferate.

“The statistic that I find
most interesting is that our
reference questions increased
by 23.6% over the last year,
and I think that really proves
that librarians are still a trust-
ed resource even in the age
of AI,” Harbeson told the
board.

In total, patrons borrowed
more than 155,000 items,
saving residents millions in
avoided purchases, she said,
citing an American Library
Association tool to quantify
the value.

Harbeson also pointed to
technology and “library of
things” items that are now
core services.

“Our hotspots are our most
borrowed item and circulated
over 305 times, and we can-
not keep those on the shelf,”
she said.

Lessard Pearson praised
the library’s teen engagement
numbers, noting an 11%
increase in teen-title circu-
lation.

“That deserves an arti-
cle on its own in our local
paper,” she said. “Teens often
get a bad rap for... always
(being) on their phones or
always doing... video games.
And here’s a statistic... that
shows that there’s more to
teens than... the stereotypes.”

Harbeson said the library
benefited from nearly half a
million dollars in grants last
year from the Mass Cultural
Council, Community
Preservation Committee,
Belchertown Cultural
Council, United Way and
others, helping fund pro-
grams and capital work such
as stair and window projects
and acoustic improvements.

But the historic building is
showing its age.

“This past month alone,

we’ve dealt with a flood...
due to the foundation leaks, a
flood abatement. Our HVAC
system went down twice.
We’ve had three... repairs,
and we’ve had them back for
more entryway door work,
and that’s the extraordinary
stuff in addition to the nor-
mal everyday maintenance,’
she said.

Harbeson described a
“complex issue” in the base-
ment, where safety, electri-
cal and fire-code concerns
forced closure of the Friends’
long-running book sale area.

“We had to shut down the
basement, and we’re working
really hard to get it back up,”
she said, adding, “My goal is
to get it so that in next year,
2027, the book sales will
return. I’'m hoping for April.”

Lessard Pearson stressed
that those changes are being
driven by updated state safe-
ty rules, not local discretion.

“This is all state regula-
tion... This is not anything
that the library had any con-
trol over, and we want to be
compliant,” she said.

Despite the constraints,
Harbeson said the library
is expanding outreach to
schools and communi-
ty groups, planning more
civic engagement events
and migrating to an ADA-
compliant website. She also
warned that sustaining the
hotspot program—about
$2,000 a year once the grant
ends—will be a key budget
issue.

Board members thanked
Harbeson and McClure and
signaled ongoing support.

“Just continue with
the good work. We’re
here to support you
guys,” Selectboard mem-
ber Jonathan Ritter said, add-
ing, “We all want [the down-
stairs project] to get finished.
If we can help you some-
how... we can jump to help.”

HOLYOKE -
Western Massachusetts is

8:30 p.m. in Greenfield.

What is the NAMI

Family-to-Family
Education Program?

is a free, 8-session educa-
tional program for fam-

friends of people with men-

NAMI
pleased to offer their NAMI
Family-to-Family Education

Program in person, starting
Tuesday, Sept. 15, from 6 to

NAMI Family-to-Family

ily, significant others, and

NAMI offering education program

tal health conditions. It is a
designated evidenced-based
program. This means that
research shows that the pro-
gram significantly improves
the coping and prob-
lem-solving abilities of the
people closest to a person
with a mental health con-
dition.

AMI Family-to-Family
is taught by NAMI-trained
family members who have
been there and includes
presentations, discussions,
and interactive exercises.

WEBSITE from page 1

with administrative rights”
to perform the necessary
updates.

“I also want to get Jenny
and Walton together so they
can work as a pair,” Aponte
said. “Once this phase one
is over, then I’ll probably be
coming back to the board
with phase two, which
is what I’ll call general
upkeep and maintenance.”

Aponte mentioned the
Board could hire someone
to do the necessary website
maintenance and mentioned
they could either do it so
the website is “centralized”
or make it so each depart-
ment would be responsible
for their own section. He
stressed the decision was up
for the Board to decide.

“The problem was the
people we had in place
managing the process were
not effective,” Select Board
member Mark Bail said.
“As a consequence, we
ended up substandard.”

“Yeah,” Aponte said.
“And we’re paying the price
now.”

Questions stemmed
around the logistics of train-

would be able to work
together and “provide her

ing municipal employees to
maintain website contents.
Discussions circled around
the possibility of offering
webinars, online videos
or face-to-face hands-on
training. Aponte stated he
would conduct department
head meetings starting in
September regarding the
decision.

Police Chief Kevin O’
Grady highlighted the web-
site’s importance, as the
pages were “technically
public records.”

Select Board Clerk
Jeffrey Lawson asked if
they wrote a contract for
Hajdamowicz to finalize the
project agreement. Aponte
reported she was “going
to be taking a look” and
would “start to formulate a
game plan” after their initial
meeting. The town admin-
istrator also said he’d prefer
it if the board offered her
a “flat rate” to ensure she
took her time performing
the necessary updates.

“As long as I say ‘if you
can have it done by such
and such a date, then she
can do it as she sees fit,”
Aponte said. “But if she
prefers hourly, I mean,
I'll still make that work as
well.”

HEALTH from page 6

ity to empty the bladder; pos-
sible urinary tract infections.
So even if the symptoms
aren’t particularly bother-
some, you should still men-
tion them to your doctor and
head off more serious com-
plications.

What about
prostate cancer?

Prostate cancer is the sec-
ond most common cancer
in men, the first being skin
cancer. As with most can-
cers, the earlier it’s detected
the better the treatment out-
comes. There’s a 97% sur-
vival rate, but treatments like
surgery and radiation some-
times result in lifelong com-
plications such as urinary
incontinence and erectile
dysfunction.

No wonder it’s something
men don’t want to neces-
sarily discuss. However, if
you’re between the ages of
55 or 69, have a family his-
tory of prostate cancer or are
African American, it’s wise
to at least talk to your doctor
about it or not brush it off if
the doctor brings it up.

Why? Because in its later
stages, the cancer can spread

HANNOUSH E

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

704 Memorial Dr.,
413-377-1433

to the bones and lymph
nodes. At that point, treat-
ment focuses on managing
symptoms and maintaining
quality of life rather than
attempting to cure the dis-
ease.

How it’s detected

Getting screened and
treated for prostate cancer
involves highly individual-
ized decisions, ones that
should be made in conjunc-
tion with a urologist rather
than a family practitioner. A
private patient advocate with
medical expertise can help
with such decisions because
prostate cancer screening is
not universally recommend-
ed.

The standard blood test,
which looks for levels of
prostate-specific antigen
(PSA), is not a perfect indi-
cator of cancer and can lead
to unnecessary procedures,
such as biopsies. There are
now non-invasive MRI tests
for the prostate that may
be more reliable than PSA.
Researchers are marrying
MRI with ultrasound to pro-
vide more accurate biopsy
results.

Also, many prostate
cancers are slow-grow-

Chicopee

ing and may never become
life-threatening, particularly
if a man is 70 or older. In that
case, a urologist may rec-
ommend active surveillance
rather than treatment.

Treatments are evolving

As with many cancers,
researchers are using hor-
monal, genetic and immune
therapies to treat more
advanced cases of prostate
cancer. In 2023, the FDA
approved enzalutamide for
some men who are at high
risk of their cancer spread-
ing but don’t show signs that
it’s come back. Research is
ongoing into whether these
therapies help men live lon-
ger with better quality of life.

On the genetic front,
some people inherit factors
that limit their body’s abil-
ity to repair DNA damage.
Such tumors can be treat-
ed with PARP inhibitors,
which “turns off” a specific
enzyme. Researchers are also
looking into vaccines and
other forms of immunother-
apy to help the body be more
effective at killing prostate
cancer cells.

The same things you do for
overall health also help your
prostate: good diet, exercise,

TurnYour Gold Into Cash!

We Buy(mklmAny(,ondmon Y

Is At An All-Time High!

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In

Your

10% Off Jewelery Repairs

25% Extra
When You Use Your

Towards A New Purchase

expires
9/30/26.

. Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY -
§ - www.hannoushma.com

R o ™

no tobacco. Supplements
advertised as supporting
prostate health have not been
studied extensively, so don’t
expect much in the way of
results.

But I think the most
important thing men can do
s talk to their doctors -- and
to each other -- about pros-
tate health.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg,
R.N., a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become
successful private patient
advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the
author of “How to Be a
Healthcare Advocate for

Yourself & Your Loved
Ones” and her new book,
“Advocating Well: Strategies
for Finding Strength and
Understanding in Health
Care,” available at Amazon.
com. Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone
consultation.

Low cost
tutoring &
scholarships
are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at the
Palmer Public Library,
here to help you meet
your educational and
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TopFioor

LEARNING Tutors Needed

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional &
Educational Goals

For English Language Learners, HiSET
English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

COMPUTER SECURITY

Need a secure password?
Been Phished? Fake emails?

Social Engineering - How to avoid!
What to do when you’re hacked
June 17 at 1 p.m. $20
Top Floor Learning Computer Lab

Basic Computer Use

Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Starting April 8, tutors will be available

from 1:30 to 6:30 pm on Wednesdays

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

emall director@topfloorlearning: org
https //topfloorlearning. org/,
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Herrell’s Ice Cream opens new location in Mill District

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

AMHERST - The Mill
District in North Ambherst
welcomed a new establish-
ment this past weekend.

The community and locals
arrived to celebrate the grand
opening of Herrell’s Ice
Cream as they opened a new
location in the Mill District.
Owner of Herrell’s Ice
Cream, Judy Herrell, arrived
on the scene and shared the
story of this beloved ice
cream establishment.

Herrell’s Ice Cream
opened their first location in
Northampton in 1980, under
the leadership of founder
Steve Herrell. Judy said her
original business partner was
an innovator in the ice cream
industry. He added new and
unique ice cream flavors
to his menu, including the
incorporation of cookies and
candy into his ice cream,
and introducing gourmet ice
cream options that would
soon be frequently requested
by his customers.

Steve retired from the
business in 2014, and Judy
took the reins as the owner
of Herrell’s Ice Cream, con-
tinuing the company’s leg-
acy. Judy is a proud owner
and operates Herrell’s Ice
Cream alongside her hus-
band, Stephen Wurmbrand,
who serves as CFO and COO
of Herrell’s Ice Cream.

Herrell’s offers more than
400 flavors of gourmet ice
cream year-round and is a
beloved New England ice
cream parlor. Herrell says
what makes the ice cream
business so special is not
only the delicious ice cream,
but the dedication of the
staff.

“We have the best staff in
the valley,” Herrell said.

There came a time when
Herrell’s Ice Cream wanted
to expand and add another
location in the region. Judy
said Herrell’s Ice Cream
arrived at the Mill District
back in 2024 for a pop-up
event.

Sticking with tradition and
the ice cream shop’s legacy,
Herrell brought the famous
bears to the grand opening.
The bear theme at Herrell’s
started when the first loca-
tion in Northampton opened
in 1980.

The original bears were
two stuffed animal grizzly
bears.

At the Mill District, the
front doors at Herrell’s Ice
Cream were guarded by two
polar bears, Max and Myrna.
Inside the shop was a stand-

MILL

DISTRICT

Jacob Robinson, Executive
Director of the Amherst Area
Chamber of Commerce, spoke

during the grand opening of
Herrell’s Ice Cream.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

A ribbon cutting ceremony took place during the grand opening of Herrell’s Ice Cream at the Mill District in North Amherst.

ing polar bear named Randy,
sporting a cowboy hat.

Joining Herrell’s Ice
Cream for the grand open-
ing is the Amherst Area
Chamber of Commerce.
The Chamber’s Executive
Director, Jacob Robinson,
arrived and said the cham-
ber is excited to welcome
Herrell’s Ice Cream to the
Mill District and to Amherst.

According to Robinson, a
new addition to the commu-
nity welcomes “innovation
and quality to the valley.”

Robinson said the
Chamber is always delighted
to hear when a new business
wants to bring a location to
town.

“A business that has been
loved throughout the valley,”
Robinson said.

Robinson and his fel-
low representatives of the
Amherst Area Chamber of
Commerce held a ribbon cut-
ting for the grand opening of
Herrell’s Ice Cream location
in the Mill District.

Herrell was also joined
by President and CEO of
W.D. Cowls, Inc. and inno-
vator of the Mill District,
Cinda Jones, who wanted to
congratulate and welcome
Herrell’s Ice Cream to the
Mill District.

Regional Manager from
the Office of James P.
McGovern, Koby Gardner-
Levine attended the ribbon
cutting and stayed around
to enjoy some ice cream.
Easthampton Savings Bank
arrived at the Mill District to
celebrate the grand opening
and was a big supporter and

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

INFLATION

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS or RoAST S22 89

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS ...

BEEF RlB EYE USDA INSP. FRESH S 49|
WHOLE CHICKEN v piconmsnscss > B
52%9 FCRL:E.II-E SQ%Q (\)I|\!§H|'(|)A_|FF USDA INSP. FROZEN TOTINO’S

USDA INSP. FRESH TWIN PAK

PORK SPARE RIBS............ > 2 56

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
[TALIAN MARINATED

SLICED (N OUR DEL!
USDA INSP.

TURKEY BREAST ... 229
USDA INSP.

SWISS CHEESE...oonommnmnes 2 B9

{17 4H, (1| F————

$299

CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS

CHICKEN THIGH >~ $369

SALE DATES:
8/6-8/12/26

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

WHOLE EYE ROUND

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY
80% LEAN

GROUND BEEF 78

sponsor of the event.

“We’re thrilled to be a part
of Amherst,” Herrell said.
“It’s wonderful for all of you
to be here.”

After the ribbon was cut,
the crowd formed a line to
enjoy ice cream.

Staff members Tessa, Etta
and Kate were busy pre-
paring ice cream orders for
the packed crowd inside the
new location of Herrell’s Ice
Cream. Customers did not
hesitate to order some of the
unique gourmet choices.

The new location of
Herrell’s Ice Cream is 69
Cowls Road, North Amherst,
at the Mill District.

Sitting from left are Gneth Ivory, Koby Gardner-Levine, Melody Biittig and Zoé Naugh-
ton-0’Connor, who enjoyed a visit to Herrell’s Ice Cream’s new Ambherst location.
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Judy Herrell made it official with giant scissors as Herrell’s Ice Cream officially opened at the M|II Dlstlct in North Amherst.
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Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

‘ PRICES IN RED
= P ARE AT OR BEL
3( LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 1015 xc. > 1 1

<

TRIPLE CHEESE 4 PAK
PARTY PIZZA 39.2 07 susssssssssses

USDA INSP. PEPPERIDGE FARMS

$399
CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 105 07,0 > B2
USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRINP
71190 CT: 15,546 commmenmnnnn 24 °9)

£ 90 Meat Outlet @ [alakaaiiey
HOURS: Mon. - Wed. 84

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

ADVERTISING

» Do you want to work in your community helping local
businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism, which
tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling
advertising for our community newspapers. The right
candidate will assume an established territory with a
portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

We are a locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,

401k, and health plan.
Turle b

Send resume & cover letter to:
Publlcatlons Inc

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com




THE SENTINEL «- THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2026

PAGE 9

/|
VA

sports@turley.com

L4 @turleysports

ORTS

I3 acebook.com/turleysports

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

Margaret Healey eyes
an open teammate.

GRANBY - The
Granby B girls summer
soccer team defeated the
Falcons 6-0 in the quar-
terfinals of the PVSSL B
Division playoffs, then
scored a win over Frontier

in the semifinals held
last Thursday. The Rams
participated in the divi-
sion finals last Saturday.
Highlights from that
matchup will be in next &
week’s edition. :

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
McKenna Gudworth tries to separate the defense.

Sophia Press
sends a pass

McKenna Zum-
bruski makes her

www.sports.turley.com

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Ken Schubert heads into second base.

Valley Wheel regular
season concludes

WILBRAHAM - The
regular season has con-
cluded for the Valley Wheel
Over-28 Baseball League,
one of several adult base-
ball leagues that plays in
the region. This year, with
play concluding this past
Sunday, the Angels were
able to finish the regular
season with the top record,
going 11-4. The Angels
matched the Twins with the
same record, but won two
out of three head-to-head
for the tiebreaker advan-

s e

Sam Ribeiro takes a swing.

tage in the playoffs. The
Orioles finished third and
the Cubs overcame the A’s
by tiebreaker for the final
of four playoff spots. The
semifinals for the league
are set for this Sunday at
Spec Pond in Wilbraham.
In the first matchup, the
No. 2 Twins host the No. 3
Orioles at 2:30 p.m. Then,
the top-seeded Angels face
No. 4 Cubs at 6 p.m. The
championship game will be
held on Sunday, Aug. 16 at
Spec Pond at 3 p.m.

SOUTH HADLEY - In
last week’s PVSSL summer
playofts, the CF Arbor Men’s
soccer team, which was the
No. 4 seed in the playoffs,
was able to advance into the
semifinals and took on Mt.
Carmel, which defeated CF

by a score a 2-0, ending CF
Arbor’s chances of reaching
the championship game this
year. Mt. Carmel

would capture g
this year’s men’s
championship.

= . PO

Troy Remillard outplays an opponent

) -8 " for the ball.
; &

i LEFT: Owen Dieterle i
heads up the field. \

Landry Kwawu goes to meet
up with a loose ball.
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Ryan Sunshine socks a free kick away.

LEFT: Tyler Lewis advances up the field.
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Blue Sox fall in Game
1 of first playoff series

SANFORD — The Valley
Blue Sox (0-1 postseason)
dropped Game 1 of their
first-round NECBL
playoff series against
the Sanford
Mainers (1-0
postseason), 5-2.
This marks
the first
time that
the Blue Sox
have lost to
the Mainers this season, as
Valley won the two previous
outings.

The first inning remained
scoreless for both teams, but
the Mainers got themselves
on the board in the second.
Nater Watcher (UConn)
hit a 2-run home run out to
left field with Steven Kraus
(Binghamton) on base to give
Sanford an early 2-0 lead.

Valley, however, was able
to tie the game back up
shortly in the fourth after
Mainers’ pitcher Andrew
Middleton (Maryland) had a
lackluster inning, allowing 2
runs and 3 hits.

Nick Spaventa (UPenn) got
the first run to score when
he singled to the shortstop,
who made an error, which
allowed Esteban Garcia
(Boston College) to score
and Spaventa to advance to
second.

Anthony Tirado (Penn
State) then hit a sacrifice
fly to right-center, letting
Spaventa make his way
around the bases to tie the
game 2-2.

While it seemed like it was
panning out to be a close

game, Sanford broke things
open in the sixth. Kraus
was up to bat with

the bases loaded
when he singled to
third base, sending
Albert De La Rosa
(Maine) and Brian
Connolly
(Rhode

Island) home

to score,
breaking the

tie 4-2.

The Blue Sox loaded up
the bases once again for
Sanford, but it was Valley
who sent the run home for
the Mainers when Michael
Goodman (UMass) hit
Brennan Staubley (Elon)
with a pitch, forcing in the
fifth tally for the Mainers.

While the Blue Sox still
had plenty of time to mount
an offense, the Mainers’
pitching staff locked it down,
retiring batters in order over
the final three innings.

“You got to tip your cap
when [Sanford’s pitching]
does their job,” said head
coach John Raiola postgame.
“We had some tough at-bats;
it’s tough to string a bunch
of hits together against guys
like that.”

Though it was not the
result the Blue Sox were
looking for, Raiola still has
full confidence in his team’s
ability to win Game 2.

“The fun thing about get-
ting to this time of the year
[is] it truly can be any ran-
dom person who puts one
good swing on a ball that
changes the game.”

Wi 710

Nate Woodland makes
a catch for the A’s

action in the Valley
Wheel league.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
DAVID HENRY =
WWW.SWEETDOG -
PHOTOS.COM

Adam Strain
fields a
grounder.

during regular season %

regular
season
concludes N

Mike Burgos pitches in a game for the Orioles on July 26.

Pitcher Mike
Bielen fires to
the plate.

Emerling picks up win at Monadnock

WINCHESTER, NH - If
there’s any end in sight to
Patrick Emerling’s current
dominance of the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour, it
wasn’t visible Saturday, July
25 at Monadnock Speedway.

The Orchard Park, NY
speedster won the fifth annu-
al JDV Productions Duel
At The Dog energized by
USNE Power Modified main
event at the storied high-
banked oval, using his third
consecutive Tour victory to
stay atop the points parade
and, as an added bonus,
picked up an additional
$5,000 check for topping
the three-race JDV Whelen
Midsummer Championship.

And he did it with relative
ease. Beating Tyler Rypkema
to the checkers by 2.321 sec-
onds, Emerling now has 13
Whelen Modified Tour vic-
tories to his credit, two of
them scored at Monadnock.

With a huge crowd on
hand for the JDV Duel event,

other winners Saturday at
the fast quarter-mile includ-
ed Granite State Pro Stock
Series rocketman DJ Shaw,
and third-year Pro Truck
Challenge hot shoe Jason
Paquette, who scored his
first career Pro Truck victo-
ry in front of the thundering
Duel at The Dog crowd.

Matt Hirschman set fast
time in Whelen Modified
Tour qualifying, touring the
high banks in 11.836 sec-
onds. The Keystone State
hot shoe was one of ten
drivers in the 21-car field to
turn sub-12 second laps. It
was the third week in a row
that Hirschman had set fast
time but a top-ten redraw
Saturday would place him
ninth on the starting grid
for the night’s 200-lap main
event.

Jon McKennedy, a win-
ner of many events at
Monadnock over the years,
started on the pole, with
defending Tour Champion

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL S,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow * Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown
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HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

Austin Beers at his side.
At their bumpers, were six-
time Champion Doug Coby
and Emerling. McKennedy
quickly took charge.

With Coby, Beers, and
Ronnie Williams riding in
his shadow, McKennedy
would lead the first 35 laps.
Emerling, content to survey
the task before him, moved
up to third on lap 18.

The first lead change
occurred on lap 37, with
Beers low-lining to the front.
Two circuits later, his mir-
ror was filled by Emerling.
He would take charge on
a lap 86 restart and never
look back. Beers would stay
right with him on restarts,
racing wheel-to-wheel with
the eventual race winner, but
each time Emerling would
again best him and pull
away.

Tyler Rypkema, aboard
the fabled Boehler Old Blue,
blasted into second on lap
137, actually inching ahead

YBUSTNES

il
NECGTIO

Complete A/C Service

Glass Installations

Used Cars ® Windshields
Expert Body & Fender

Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

of Emerling to lead lap 148
by inches, but two go-rounds
later, the Empire State star
was back in front to stay.
Rypkema’s strong sec-
ond-place performance was
his third Whelen Modified
Tour runner-up finish of the
summer.

Beers held strong to earn
the third-place hardware, fol-
lowed by 15-year-old rookie
sensation Paulie Hartwig III
and Tommy Catalano.

Positions six through ten
went to Teddy Hodgdon,
Eric Goodale, McKennedy,
Coby, and Stephen Kopcik.
Hirschman, after his prom-
ising start, finished 12th on
the night.

Second generation super-
star DJ Shaw did what’s
become expected of him
in big northeast Pro Stock
events Saturday. The Center
Conway, NH ace patiently

Please see EMERLING,
page 11

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

* Title 5 inspection

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Septic Service LLC

Thunderbirds pick
up new goalies coach

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
announced today that
the club has hired
Brandon
Wildung as
Goaltending
Coach.

Wildung, 32,
joins the T-Birds
and replaces Dan
Stewart, who was appoint-
ed Goaltending Coach by
the New Jersey Devils earli-
er this month. Wildung most
recently served as Associate
Head Coach for the USHL’s
Sioux Falls Stampede from
2024-26, where he helped
the Stampede to a Clark Cup
championship this past sea-
son.

Prior to his coaching

career, the Nassau, Minn.
native stood between

the pipes for four
NCAA sea-
sons with
Mercyhurst
University from
2014 to 2018
before skat-
ing in seven pro
games with the ECHL’s Utah
Grizzlies and Manchester
Monarchs.

Wildung began his junior
coaching career as an assis-
tant coach with the Stampede
in 2022-23, then served as
an assistant coach in 2023-24
for Augustana University, the
program’s first season as an
NCAA Division I school.

www.sentinel.turley.com
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www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

=/,
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
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Granby library set for fall book sale

GRANBY - Book lov-
ers. Bargain Hunters. The
Friends of the Granby Free
Public Library will host
their annual Month-Long
Fall Book Sale during the
month of September in the
Community Room of the
Library. You will be able
to choose from a large
assortment of used and
like-new hardcover, paper-
back books, teen books and

video games and audio-
books. The sale will run
during regular library hours
from Sept. 1 to 30.
Starting Aug. 1, the
Library will be accepting
donations of hardcover and
paperback books, DVDs,
music CDs, playable video
games, and audiobooks
in good condition accept-
able for resale. The library
does not accept donations

ri, Reader’s Digest books,
or books with smoke, mold,
mildew, or water dam-
age. Donations are accept-
ed at the library during
open hours. Please do not
leave donated books out-
side the library or in
our book return. Donations
accepted until Aug.
27. Thank you for your sup-
port! The library is located
at 297 E State St in Granby

children’s books, along with  of: Textbooks, encyclope- MA 01033.

a selection of CDs, DVDs, dias, dictionaries, thesau-

HOUSING TRUST ¢ Raise taxes, fees, or Massachusetts 01007

f 2 assessments Letters of interest may
rom page ] ) also be emailed to select-
erans, retirees, and first- How to Apply board @belchertown.org.
time homeowners Applicants must be Once the Board of

What the Trust
Will Not Do

* Build new homes

* Create new affordable
housing developments

¢ Increase housing density

* Provide assistance to
non-residents

* Replace or duplicate
existing programs like
Mass Save

* Offer “free money” with-
out homeowner participa-
tion or responsibility

Trustees is seated, the
board will finish establish-
ing its policies and process-
es. Homeowners will then
be able to apply for repair
assistance, and the Trust
will continue to pursue addi-
tional grant funding and pri-
vate donations.

For more information on

Belchertown residents.
Experience in affordable
housing, real estate, bank-
ing, finance, architecture,
climate resilience, or social
services is desirable, though
not required.

Residents interested in
serving as a Trustee should
send a letter of interest to:

Select Board the Belchertown Affordable
The Finnerty House and Resilient Housing Trust,
One South Main Street please visit the Trust’s web-
P.O. Box 670 page.

Belchertown,

EMERLING from page 10

worked his way to the front
in the 100-lap Granite State
Pro Stock Series main event,
pounced at the first oppor-
tunity, and then sped off to
victory.

Teen star Cole Robie —
the series’ defending cham-
pion and defending Duel at
the Dog Champion — set fast
time in Pro Stock qualify-
ing Saturday with a lap of
12.136 seconds, but a redraw
put Tom Carey III and Cory
Casagrande up front as the
race went green.

Carey, with Casagrande
glued to his bumper, had
the best seat in the house
for the first 72 circuits, but
Shaw — from row three — was

methodically working his
way to the front. Taking third
from points leader Jeremy
Sorel on lap 11, he was con-
tent to sit there until low-lin-
ing into turn three 40 laps
later to swipe second from
Casagrande.

With the same move on lap
73, Shaw was at the front and
off to the races, Casagrande
kept it close, but there was
no stopping Shaw once he
was in front. Saturday’s big
Duel At The Dog score was
his second GSPSS victory of
the summer.

With Casagrande holding
strong for a close second,
Carey’s strong performance
brought him home third.

and Robie completed the top
five.

Pro Truck Challenge driv-
er Jason Paquette couldn’t
have picked a better day to
earn his first win. Racing
in front of the huge Duel
crowd, the Scotland, CT
hot shoe took the lead from
pole starter Nate Smith on
lap 26 and then held ageless
wonder Duane Noll at his
bumper the rest of the way.

With Noll finishing glued
to the winner’s bumper,
Tyler Chapman was third
on the day. Four-time win-
ner and series points lead-
er Randy Burr got as high
as third before settling for
fourth, and Adrien Paradis
was fifth in the 16-truck

Hudson, NH’s Joey Pole was

fourth under the checkers, field.

I OBITUARY

Richard R. Racine, 79

March 24, 1947 - July 25, 2026

BELCHERTOWN - Born
in Holyoke to Raymond and
Rhea Racine, Ricky

grew up in South g‘qﬁ R
Hadley and attend- | =

@F ST
I

ed Springfield Trade
as an auto mechan-
ic before retiring
from John S. Lane
& Sons in Ambherst
as a member of the
Operating Engineers
Local Union 98.

Those that knew him will
never forget him. He was the
most caring and giving fami-
ly member and friend anyone
could ask for. He was that
dad that would be at your
door at 6 am to have coffee
with you. The friend that
always showed up when you
needed him.

We’ll never forget the day
we had to program his new
phone with all your numbers.
As we sat there and asked
who someone was, he repeat-
edly responded “my neigh-
bor up the street”. After fifty
plus numbers of “my neigh-
bor” we realized how many
friends, acquaintances and
folks he would be willing to
drop anything for and give
a helping hand. He was the
man that would just walk up
to anyone and have a con-
versation-and yes you were
probably one of the many
neighbors we added to his
phone.

Rick always took care of
everyone, showing up in his
cowboy boots, large belt
buckle, and a smile to help in
any way possible. He always
had the tools that you need-
ed and knew how to fix any-
thing.

We will remember you for
the laughs, your jokes, the
Miller High Life and the
dancing....you always knew
how to cut a rug to those
Elvis songs. We’ll miss the
smell of the barn, and you

coming out to greet us at the
garage door with your smile
and waving hello.
For the many calls
leaving a message
“hello this is your
dad calling, just
41 wanted to call and
_ " say hello.”

B Up until just the
| last few years, hors-
es were always part
of your life. You
truly were the cowboy every-
one will miss. Thank you to
the friends that used to go
trail riding, Rick loved the
times you shared with him on
so many trails, with so many
memories.

There were many gather-
ings in his garage as well,
thank you to all the friends
who would swing by to say
hello.

Thank you to his friends
that would meet him at 6 am
for breakfast. Please know
you meant the world to him
meeting before the sun came
up.

Your love for so many peo-
ple (and animals....your dogs
will miss you) over the years
brings great memories. Dad,
Grandpa, Ricky you will for-
ever be missed. You loved
life to the fullest, may we all
take away and learn to live
the life you lived and shared.

Ricky leaves behind his
wife Carrie Racine, his chil-
dren Rebecca and Michael
LaFleur, Patricia and Michael
Matty, Raymond Racine and
Christian Turney. He also
leaves behind his brother
Roland and Sharlene Racine,
grandchildren Jacques
LaFleur, Mathieu LaFleur,
Sophia Faginski, Raymond
Faginski, Emily Racine,
Travis Quarters, Ethan
Turney and 3 great grand-
children, Owen, Esme and
Axel as well as many nieces,
nephew and cousins. Most of

DEATH NOTICE

Richard R. Racine
“Ricky”
Died July 25, 2026

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

all, he leaves behind many
treasured memories and
friends. Thank you all. He is
predeceased by his parents
Raymond & Rhea Racine
and his brother Ronnie
Racine.

Per his request there will
be no services...in typical
Rick style, he didn’t want
to put anyone out. Please
feel free to honor him with
a smile and a laugh over a
memory.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

SALUTE

VETERANS DAY
November 6, 2025

HONOR THOSE

WHO HAVE SERVED
THANK ONE AND ALL

If your business has a veteran
they want salute/honor
photos may be submitted with the ad.

Paige Lawor
(work) 413-484-5118
(cell) 413-209-1146

plawor@turley.com

2 column ads

3.476"x 3" $45

3.476” x 4” $60
3.476"x 5" $75

3 column ads

5.25"x 3" $50
5.25"x4” $79
5.25"x5” $99

Larger Sizes Available!

Price is per ad
per newspaper.

*FULL COLOR
INCLUDED IN ALL ADS

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

+ Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

11 12

15

21

18

29

34

46

52

65

62

68

6. Snakelike fish
9. Database management

14. American rocker Grohl

15. Greek personification of
compassion

16. Negatives

17. Rescued

18. Self-immolation by fire
ritual

19. Assigns tasks

21. Popular type of cigar

22. Discounts

23. The whole quantity

24. New York Giants legend

25. Indicates before

28. Lentils

29. Extremely angry

31. Body part

33. “North Star State”

36. David _, US playwright

66 67
CLUES ACROSS 38. Lower and raise one’s
1. Bleated head

39. Private rendezvous
41. Ina way, improved

46. Automobile

48. Something you can take

49. A radio band

51. Jaws of a voracious
animal

52. Short-billed rails

54, Chinese province

56. Shameless

60. Horizontal passage from
the surface into a mine

61. Indian respectful titles

62. Fail to entertain

63. Dried-up

64. Central Utah city

65. Southern U.S.

66. German river

67. Necessary for breathing

68. Put into play

enoume ocroer 2o [l

CLUES DOWN

1. Curved segment

2. Wings

8. Type of light

10. Tattle

23.They __

26. Backside

intimacy

3. Yellowish volatile liquid

system 44, A place to play 4. Makes less severe
13. Social evolution 45, Astronomical period of 5. Debit note
anthropologist Service 18 years 6. Overhang

7. The nights before
9. Lacking enthusiasm

11. Some is “heavy”
12. One who is canonized
14. Indicates date and
place of writing
17. “Peace” in Arabic
20. “Olaf” actor Josh
21. Fragmented rock

25. Advanced degree
27. Influential architect

and design couple
29. An act of undue

30. Words from which
later words are derived

32. 10 meters

34. Neither

35. Fungal sacs

37. The law of God
revealed to Moses

40. A woolen cap of
Scottish origin

42. A promise

43. Challenges

47. British Air Aces

49. Large bank

50. Served as an omen

52. Cavalry sword

53. Vaccine developer

55. Belgian WW?2
resistance leader Jules

56. Italian Seaport

57. Hip joint

58. __ Clapton, musician

59. Insect repellent

61. Constrictor snake

65 “The First State”
(abbr.)
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I wwuw.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England Forest
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE

AUGUST 8, 9am-2pm.
Rain or shine. Indoor garage, household
items, furniture, misc. items from contents
of apartment.

7 Longview Ave., Ware.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
« Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xx*x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. Call John at (413)206-6509. MA
License #8101A1.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN

SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry *
Framing * Drywall «
Painting ¢ & more!

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S
RUBBISH REMOVAL
Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, Pools/Hot
Tubs Removed. Family owned/operated
since 1950 .
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

2007 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
SPORT EDITION.
195,500 miles, well maintained, clean.
Vehicle has been in Texas most of its
ownership. One family owned vehicle.
Text 413-244-5336 for more info
or to be seen.

HUNTINGTON BOARD OF HEALTH
is seeking a part-time Transfer Station at-
tendant. 16.33 per hour based on qualifi-
cations. Application and Job descrirption
are available online at www.huntington.
us deadline is 8/18/2026.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employee

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

l‘h,

=
=

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
f DR
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QdVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

WEST
SPRINGFIELD

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FORRENT |
6

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

YOUR

~AD
HERE

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com

Call:
413-283-8393

Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/
classifieds

Subscribe Today!

Turley([')

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Church hosting summer event

GRANBY - Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church
in Granby will be hav-
ing their Summerfest on
Sunday, Aug. 23 from 12
to 4 p.m. Chicken dinner

is $15 and includes a half
bbq chicken, baked pota-
to and corn on the cob, as
well as dessert and bot-
tled water. Hamburgers
and hot dogs will also be

available. Raffles prizes
including $500, $250, $100.
Raffle baskets, bake sale,
kids games, prizes, lottery
trees and more. Fun for the
whole family.

CONCERT from page 1

Panther Theme,” “Moon
River” from “Breakfast at
Tiffany’s” and the “Baby
Elephant Walk” from the
adventure film “Hatari!”

Bauer reclaimed his posi-
tion for a sweeping explo-
ration of John William’s
compositions, who has
created movie scores for
eight decades. The band
also played lesser known
yet still recognizable film
music from the famous
composer, an effort which
the director confessed he
enjoyed exploring. The
three-piece medley includ-
ed “The Planet Krypton”
from “Superman”, “Flight
to Neverland” from
“Hook” and “Somewhere
in My Memory” from
“Homeworld.”

Band President Melissa
Hurst’s demand for more
cowbell couldn’t be
denied. Bauer introduced
the musical assortment
with reference to the infa-
mous Saturday Night Live
skit. He stated the “more
cowbell” phrase took on
new life in the public con-
scious, as it asked for “an
extra quality that will make

something or someone bet-
ter.” During the assortment,
Hurst commanded the stage
with spirited dancing and
working the crowd as she
kept rthythm on the unusual
instrument.

Bauer’s self-described
favorite piece of the night
was a musical review
of composer Leonard
Bernstein. In the musical
segment labeled “West Side
Story,” the director recalled
the life and times of the
later composer; who he
described as far more from
Massachusetts than ever
was New York.

“He was born in
Lawrence,” Bauer said in
his brief biography. “He
went to Harvard. He went
to the first year there in the
Tanglewood Institute...he
was there for 50 summers
until 1990, when he actually
passed away.”

Children collected dona-
tions for the Belchertown
Community Band from the
audience prior to the closing
pieces from the orchestra.
The named Bucket Brigade

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
The night was filled with striking performances from local musicians.

was introduced by the assis-
tant director, who expressed
gratitude for the “wonderful
group of little people” help-
ing to raise funds for pro-
duction costs.

Final songs were musi-
cal covers of pieces created
by Richard Rodgers for the
1950’s TV series “Victory
At Sea,” which included an
oboe solo from Christine
Morei. “America the
Beautiful” followed, with
a rendition of “Stars and
Stripes Forever” by John
Philip Sousa closing the
night’s proceedings.

The summer Concerts
at the Common series will
continue every Thursday
night, through Aug. 13.
Concerts begin at 7 p.m.
The concerts are free of
charge, though dona-
tions will are collect-
ed during performances.
Unless otherwise stated
on the band’s Facebook
page, concerts take place
at the Belchertown Town
Common.

)
Messages

MOVIE NIGHT
from page 5

Building Protective
Factors Through
Community

Prevention works best when
communities invest in the
conditions that help people
thrive. Positive relationships,
supportive adults, meaning-
ful activities, healthy coping
skills, and a strong sense of
belonging can all serve as pro-
tective factors, particularly for
young people.

The evening’s themes
include:

Resilience: Learning that
setbacks do not have to define
our future.

Connection: Under-
standing the importance of
supportive family, friends,
mentors, and community
members.

Healthy coping: Finding
constructive ways to manage
challenges and adversity.

Belonging: Creating spaces
where people feel welcomed,
included, and supported.

Positive recreation:
Providing substance-free
opportunities for families and
young people to enjoy time
together.

Compassion and reduc-
ing stigma: Recognizing that
everyone experiences chal-
lenges and that asking for help
is a strength.

“BOAT believes prevention
is something we do with our
community, not simply for
our community,” said Alene
Motta, DFC Community
Engagement Coordinator.
“By bringing people togeth-
er, creating opportunities
for connection, and making
prevention part of everyday
community life, we can help
build a stronger and healthier
Belchertown.”

JOB ALERT

{

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Send writing samples
with resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street

NOW HIRING

Freelance
Writers

¢ Must be dependable,
professional and able to
meet strict deadlines

e Salary based on a flat
rate by story and photo

Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
pouimette@turley.com

 Produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various
towns and cities.

I PUBLIC NOTICES

Belchertown
Conservation Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the authority of
the Wetlands Protection Act
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00)
and the Belchertown Wetlands
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139),
the Belchertown Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Monday, August 17,
2026 at 7:00 PM in the Town
Hall Auditorium, located at 2
Jabish Street in Belchertown,
MA 01007 to review a Request
for Determination of Applicabil-
ity permit application submitted
by Thomas Ablicki for the pro-
posed work to permit a sec-
ondary accessway at 67 South
Liberty Street (Assessor’s Map
278-20) in Belchertown. Work
is proposed to occur within the
100-foot Buffer Zone to Border-
ing Vegetated Wetlands. Anyone
interested in this matter should
appear at the time and place des-
ignated.

08/06/2026

Belchertown
Conservation Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the authority of
the Wetlands Protection Act
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00)
and the Belchertown Wetlands
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139),
the Belchertown Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Monday, August 17,
2026 at 7:00 PM in the Town
Hall Auditorium, located at 2
Jabish Street in Belchertown,
MA 01007 to review a Notice
of Intent permit application sub-
mitted by Town of Belchertown
c/o Doug Albertson for the pro-
posed work to replace three
existing bridges and reroute
existing trail at Lake Wallace,
State Street (Assessor’s Map
250-57 & 58) in Belchertown.
Work is proposed to occur with-
in the 100-foot Buffer Zone to
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands.
Anyone interested in this matter
should appear at the time and
place designated.

08/06/2026

Belchertown
Education Foundation
2025 Financial Records
The financial records of 2025,
Form 990, for Belchertown Ed-
ucation Foundation, Inc. are
available for public inspection
by contacting Belchertown Ed-
ucation Foundation, Attn. Ste-
phen Bourgeois, P.O. Box 435,
Belchertown, MA 01007, Or,
you may contact Stephen at
info@BelchertownEducation
Foundation.org for an appoint-
ment.

08/06/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Gonnection!

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Each week this available jobs section —“.E...L*’EQL

will run in your community newspapers.

5.25" x 4"

$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25" x 8”

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75" x 8”

$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75" x 15.75"

THE TOWN OF w,

oA iAo

TN OF ano
HELE WANTED X

$1,200 for three papers

$320 for each additional paper

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

HELP WANTED

OF HARDWIGK
ER J0B DESCAIPrioN

[ PUBLIC NoTy
| ARe Nov‘y ngi

DRIV FOR THE QUABOAG

Choice of any three papers

Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal

The Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel

The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News « The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

www.turley.com

Contact Paige at PLawor®@turley.com or 413.283.8393

BU

S

INESS SERVICE

R E C T O R Y

REECE AUTO

413-323-6664.

Daniel Shays Highway.
1122. John Alix, Owner.

AUTO BODY

Complete Auto Body, Paint &
Repair, auto glass, computerized
paint matching, also routine car
maintenance. Free estimates. Old
Springfield Rd., Belchertown.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories,
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades,
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40

BODY

413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012.
Great cuts for men and women. A
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS
Full service full time gunsmith.
40 Years experience. Located at
450 State St., Belchertown.

PC Horse,
Qﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁ Residential
oics. 40 | Let's Hear It for Our
~=> | Best Local Businesses

A4

BELL & HUDSON INSURANCE
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel.
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591.
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto,
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel
Scag,

41 South Whitney St., Amherst,
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROBERTS ROOFS CO.,
INC. Trusted name since
1982. Commercial, industrial,
residential. Specializing in
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat roofing.
Snow Removal. Fully licensed.
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING, INC.
Snow plows, sanders, sales &
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs,
trailer hitches, trailer repairs,
welding, fabrication, lawnmower
repairs. 330 Harkness Rd.,
Ambherst. 413-253-4867

INC.

Jonsered,
and Commercial.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393
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HOMETOWN

 EXTERIORS

The Beauty of
- a Wood Deck
W|thout the Upkeep

From cozy outdoor living rooms to
breathtaking multi-level escapes, every
deck that our craftsmen build is designed,
engineered, and constructed with quality,
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in
mind. We turn your backyard vision into a
stunning, long-lasting reality.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

z BATH CO. HOMETOWN

= EXTERIORS -

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS

EXTERIORS

ENGINEERED TO LAST BEAUTIFULLY _ '

~ EVERYTHING WOOD SHOULD BE®

<0
/..\

GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE

FOAM - FIBERGLASS « CELLULOSE

866-463-6261




