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BELCHERTOWN – Using 
$8,500 of American Rescue Plan 
Act funding, brush and veg-
etation will be removed from 
the disk golf course behind the 
soccer field at Ron Constantino 

Recreation Area with the approval 
of the Selectboard. 

At  las t  week’s  meet ing , 
Rec rea t i on  D i r ec to r  Ky le 
Thibeault provided an update on 
the course and how the one-time 
funding would be used in a long-
term way. 

This project began about two 

years ago, and all 18 baskets of 
the course have been installed. 
Thibeault said a lot of effort on 
this project was done by volun-
teers to help clear the area of 
brush and vegetation. Students 
f rom Pa th f inde r  Reg iona l 
Vocational High School also came 
out to help with downed tree 

removal and clearing as well. 
“Unfortunately, with school 

ending and all the rain we’ve had, 
we have all 18 holes playable 
with rough cuts of the holes so 
people can play,” he said. “We got 
feedback on how each hole was 
and if we needed to adjust any-
thing in any way.”

One suggestion included per-
manent signage for each hole and 
where they are, but Thibeault said 
he didn’t want to jump the gun 
too early just in case there were 
any changes that needed to be 
made. 

BELCHERTOWN – The driver 
who struck and killed a motor-
cyclist on Route 9 in 2021 has 
pleaded guilty to a single charge 
of negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle.

The crash, which took place 
on May 15, 2021, on Route 9 in 
Belchertown near the Ware town 
line, claimed the life of Wales 
resident Niles N. Robbins, who 
was operating a 2018 Harley 

Davidson motorcycle. A passen-
ger on his motorcycle sustained 
non-life-threatening injuries and 
was transported to Mary Lane 
Hospital for treatment, accord-
ing to the office of Northwestern 
District Attorney David Sullivan.

State Police investigators later 
determined that Aleksandyr 
Saykin, 59, of East Longmeadow 
was at fault for the crash.

“Saykin was driving his SUV 

eastbound on Route 9 when 
he made a left-hand turn into 
the path of Robbins’ oncom-
ing motorcycle,” the District 
Attorney’s office released. “This 
caused Robbins to abruptly apply 
his brakes, lose control of his 
motorcycle, skid and crash into 
the SUV.”

As required by state law, 
Saykin’s license was suspend-
ed immediately, according to 

reports; at a recent change of 
plea hearing, Eastern Hampshire 
District Court Judge Tina Cafaro 
sentenced Saykin to three years 
of probation.

Conditions of probation, 
according to a press release, are 
that Saykin not operate a motor 
vehicle, that he not seek license 
reinstatement, that he com-

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belcher town Twir le rs ,  an 
award-winning program offered 
by the  town’s  Recreat ion 
Department, recently found suc-
cess in a week-long national 
competition.

The National Baton Twirling 
Championships at Notre Dame 
University in South Bend, 
Indiana, saw twirlers from across 
the country competing, and 
Belchertown residents Emelia 
Maldanis, 11, Evelyn Maldanis, 
8, and Delaney Ochs, 10, rep-
resented the region and the 
Commonwealth at the compe-
tition.

“The highlight of the week 
was Maldanis and Ochs plac-
ing third in Advanced Duet 
Preliminary Competition,” the 
Belchertown Twirlers released. 
“A Top 5 Preliminary Placement 
put Ochs and Maldanis in a twirl 
off with the best duets in the 

country.”
Maldanis and Ochs finished 

fourth place and received plaques 
on the podium in the National 

Awards Ceremony.
Evelyn Maldanis received 

medals for “Top 10” placements, 
placing ninth in Novice 2 Baton, 

tenth in Novice Strut, and tenth 
in All American Girl Modeling. 

ARPA funding approved for disk golf vegetation management

Man sentenced to probation after guilty plea in fatal crash

New Diversity, 
Equity, and 
Inclusion Task 
Force seeks to 
fill vacancies

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s 
newly-formed Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Task Force is seek-
ing to fill vacancies.

The town is accepting let-
ters of interest for the task force, 
which aims to develop a Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Statement 
for the Select Board to review and 
consider adopting. The task force 
also aims to “seek out opportu-
nities to acknowledge and/or cel-
ebrate the diversity within our 
own community” and welcomes 
the whole community to join in 
and offer suggestions on “how the 
town addresses specific or poten-
tial acts of violence, including hate 
speech, should such acts arise in 
our community, region, or state.”

“Efforts should be made to 
include voices from the communi-
ty or communities that are direct-
ly affected,” the town released, 
adding that partnership opportu-
nities with surrounding towns to 
strengthen regional or state efforts 
may also be explored.

The task force is a seven-mem-
ber committee and will include a 
representative from law enforce-
ment, a representative from Town 
Hall, and five community mem-
bers representing diversity in one 
or more of the following areas: 
racial and ethnic backgrounds, 
social positions with respect to 
gender identity and sexual orien-
tation, social positions with respect 
to disability, and age groups and 
prior vocational experiences.

All are encouraged to apply; 
letters of interest must be sub-
mitted to the Select Board, The 
Finnerty House, One South Main 
Street, P.O. Box 670, Belchertown, 
MA 01007, or by email to  select-
board@belchertown.org.

‘Belchertown Twirlers’
find success
in national 
competition

COURTESY PHOTO
Delaney Ochs, Evelyn Maldanis, and Emelia Maldanis with national awards

Please see TWIRLERS, page 3

Please see CRASH, page 10

Please see ARPA, page 7
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■

Structural 
Pruning

■

Crane 
Service

■

Storm 
Damage

■

Stump 
Grinding

■

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
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Competitive 
Compensation 

& Bene�ts
• Generous Paid Time O� 

(Vacation, Sick Time, 
Personal Time)

• 13 Paid Holidays Each 
Calendar year

• Pre-Tax Bene�t Plans
• Major Medical Insurance 

For Employees & Families
• Employer Paid Life 

Insurance and LTD
• Voluntary Employee 

Bene�ts 
(Dental and Vision)

• 403(b) Employer 
Contribution 

• Employee Assistance 
Program

• Employee Discounts

We’re Hiring! 
See our Jobs at

www.Cutchins.org/Careers
Compassionate Care by Compassionate People

Transformative Mental Health Care for Children & Families
To learn more visit:  www.cutchins.org

❚ COMMUNITY

NORTHAMPTON - A musical fund-
raiser benefitting STEM scholarships for 
local women will take place this weekend.

“Zonta Palooza” will be held at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, August 6, at the Northampton 
Center for the Arts and feature music by 
jazz/blues duo Blackbird & Applegate, 
singer-songwriter Louise Mosrie, and 
Valley swing band The O-Tones.

Tickets are $20. There will also be light 
refreshments, raffle prizes, and auction 
items, the Zonta Club of Northampton, 
which is hosting the event, released.

According to event details, Zonta 
Palooza will be held in memory of Lynn 

Goodhue, a Williamsburg resident and 
Smith College alumna who earned two 
postgraduate degrees—an MBA and a 
Master’s in computing and electri-
cal engineering—and worked for many 
years directing the computer center at 
Smith College. She eventually moved on 
to the Center for Human Development 
in Springfield as Technical Director; the 
scholarship in her name will be “for local 
women pursuing a science, technology, 
engineering, or mathematics (STEM) 
degree program at an accredited universi-
ty/college/institution.”

Recipients will  also be eligible 

for an additional award from Zonta 
International, the organization shared. 
Zonta Northampton’s Club President 
Seren Derin added that the event emcee 
will be Judith Fine, former owner of 
Gazebo in Northampton and a tireless 
volunteer for “good local government and 
good causes.”

The music lineup will include a mix of 
swing, blues, folk, and soul.

The Northampton Center for the Arts 
is located at 33 Hawley Street; for more 
details and tickets, visit Northampton.
ZontaDistrict1.org.

Zonta Palooza event this weekend

Meatball grinder 
sale this month

BELCHERTOWN - The  Belchertown 
Lions Club will hold its monthly drive-th-
ru/pick-up  “Meatball Grinder Sale” from 
11 a.m. to sell-out on Saturday, August 
19, on the grounds of the Belchertown 
United Church of Christ, 20 Park Street in 
Belchertown.

There is no need to pre-order; $10 
includes the sub, chips, and a beverage.

“Actually, there is no need to even leave 
your vehicle—just drive up, tell us what 
you would like, and we will prepare it 
fresh on the spot and deliver it to your 
window,” the Belchertown Lions Club 
released.

All proceeds from the club’s fundraising 
events go to charity and local projects.

All of Evelyn’s placements were in the seven-
year-old category.

Emelia Maldanis competed in the Pre-Teen 
Division with a fourth-place finish in Advanced 
Solo 1 Baton, third-place finish in Intermediate 
2 Baton, and fourth-place finish in Showtwirl. 
Emelia’s fourth-place solo finish put her in the 
solo twirl off against the top twirlers in the Pre-
Teen division.

Ochs also competed in the Juvenile Age 
Division and achieved “Top 10” placements, with 
fifth place in All American Girl Modeling, sev-
enth place in Advanced Solo 1 Baton, and ninth 
place in Advanced 2 Baton.

“The proud coaches are Kristi Ochs, Cate 
Senecal, Brittani Ladd, and Barbara Kupras,” the 
group added.

The Belchertown Twirlers is a program offered 
through the Belchertown Recreation Department. 
Register now for a summer clinic and a four-
week class, including marching in the Fair 
Parade.

TWIRLERS from page 1

Emelia Maldanis and Delaney Ochs, national duet twirl 
off finalists

Tri-Lakes chicken 
BBQ upcoming
BELCHERTOWN - On Sunday, August 
20, the Tri-Lakes Association will hold its 
Annual Chicken BBQ at the Belchertown 
VFW from 1-4 p.m. There will be 
music and raffles; tickets are $25, which 
includes: Half chicken, baked potato, corn, 
salad, and dessert. Meals are available to 
go, and tickets are available for purchase 
at eventbrite.com. Find the Tri-Lakes 
Association on Facebook by searching 
“Friends of the Tri-Lakes.”
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Steppin’ Out IISteppin’ Out Steppin’ Out IIIIIISteppin’ Out II
60 East St., Ludlow (next to Pizza Corner)

Classes Age 3 to Adult
KINDERDANCE • TINY TUMBLING • BEGINNER COMBO CLASSES

JAZZ • TAP • BALLET • POINTE • HIP HOP • ACRO • CONTEMPORARY

COMPETITION CLASSES BY REQUEST • PARENT-CHILD CLASSES FOR UNDER 3
PLEASE CONTACT THE STUDIO FOR MORE INFORMATION

OPEN
HOUSES

Register Online at: www.SteppinOut2Ludlow.com

For More Information Call 589-7751 or Text 413-308-0508 or
Email Us at SteppinOut2DanceStudio@gmail.com

Wednesday, August 9th 5-7pm
Tuesday, August 15th 5-7pm

Saturday, August 19th 11am-1pm
★ Classes start September 11th ★

❚ EDUCATION

REGION - More than 440 stu-
dents graduated from College 
of Our Lady of the Elms during 
its 92nd Commencement held in 
May. The following local students 
earned degrees:

Belchertown:  Anna-Elise 
Pikul,  Bachelor of Arts in 
Biology; Lauren Pope, Bachelor 
of  Arts  in Communicat ion 
Science  & Disorders ;  Joe 
Laporte, Bachelor of Arts in 
Computer  Science;  Kelsey 
M c M o r r ow,  B a c h e l o r  o f 

Science in Nursing; Hayleigh 
Gagne, Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing; Emily Gay, Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing; Jennifer 
Girard, Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing; Emily Krasinkiewicz, 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing; 
Connor Laflamme, Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing; Alexander 
S z a r kow s k i ,  B a c h e l o r  o f 
Science in Nursing; Kathreen 
Collado, Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing; and Jennifer Stebbins, 
Doctor of Nursing Practice in 

Health Systems Innovation & 
Leadership.

Granby:  Ol iver  Abbot t , 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology; 
and  Samantha  Gi lpa t r i ck , 
Certificate of Advanced Graduate 
Study in Education.

Amherst: Michelle Redenz, 
B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  i n 
Nursing; and Jaime Caron, 
Doctor of Nursing Practice in 
Health Systems Innovation & 
Leadership.

COURTESY PHOTO, ELMS COLLEGE

Local students graduate from Elms College

Residents named 
to Dickinson 
College spring 
dean’s list

AMHERST – Dickinson 
College has announced two res-
idents to the spring 2023 dean’s 
list.

Max Shannon, a junior inter-
national studies and law & policy 
major, is the son of John Shannon 
of Amherst; and Sarah Tepfer, a 
senior biochemistry & molec-
ular biology major, is a gradu-
ate of Amherst Regional High 
School and is the daughter of 
Marci Lowy and David Tepfer of 
Amherst.

All students earning a position 
on the dean’s list, a recognition of 
academic excellence, must have 
a grade-point average of 3.7 or 
above on a 4.0 GPA scale for the 
semester.

Amherst 
resident 
graduates 
from RIT

AMHERST – Resident 
Theo McCallum has graduat-
ed from Rochester Institute of 
Technology with a degree in 
industrial design.

Some 4,800 degrees were 
conferred in the 2022-2023 
academic year at all of RIT’s 
campuses.  RIT’s academ-
ic convocation celebration 
was held in May and fea-
tured remarks by Thomas 
Zurbuchen, astrophysicist and 
the longest continually serving 
associate administrator for the 
Science Mission Directorate 
in NASA’s history.

Tufts University 
announces 
graduates

AMHERST – Resident Leija 
Helling has graduated from 
Tufts University Summa Cum 
Laude with a degree in Biology.

More than 2,800 students 
across all schools graduated 
from Tufts University in May 
during a university-wide com-
mencement ceremony that fea-
tured the awarding of honorary 
degrees to a number of academ-
ic, business, and civic leaders 
making a positive impact on the 
world.

Resident 
graduates 
from UAlbany

AMHERST – Resident 
Sarah Zahed has recent-
ly  gradua ted  f rom the 
University at Albany as 
a Doctor of Philosophy, 
English.

UA l b a n y  c e l e b r a t e d 
more than 4,200 students 
who received their degrees 
at the University’s 2023 
Commencement ceremonies; 
this included summer, fall, 
and winter semester recipi-
ents from the 2022-2023 aca-
demic year.
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

Arriving This Week
Local Field Grown 
TOMATOES!

Locally Grown
BUTTER & SUGAR

 SWEET CORN
Picked Fresh Every Day!

Locally Grown 

Locally Grown

FANCY FRESH 
BLUEBERRIES

From Westfield, MA

Green Peppers, Eggplant, 
Yellow & Green Squash, 
Blackberries & Raspberries

Summer Field Grown

Fresh Cut 5 Stem Bunch  $9.99
 SUNFLOWERS

     Hardy Perennial 

    HIBISCUS
WOW! Huge 4-inch to 6-inch Blossoms!
         3 to 4 Feet Tall!
        Yellow, Red or Pink Blooms

3 Gallon Pots $29.99
   “Out Of Bloom” 
   PERENNIALS

   Ready For The Garden

   30% to 50% OFF
Iris, Peony, Lupin, Asiatic Lily & MORE!

From Randa�’s Kitc�n
Summer Salads ~ Potato, Pasta, 

Cucumber, Slaws & MORE
Gourmet Sandwiches

Entrees To Go ~ New Menu Every Night

BOARS HEAD DELI MEATS
BH Virginia Baked Ham ... $10.99/lb

BH American Cheese ......... $5.99/lb

 RANDALL’S RECIPE
Blueberry Sour

Cream Pie!

JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230
jimpotter@jonesrealtors.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

B E L C H E R T O W N  –  T h e 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation’s Les and Terry Campbell 
Quabbin Visitor Center will offer sev-
eral free programs this spring. 

All ages are welcome. Email 
QuabbinVisitor.Center@mass.gov 
with questions or to be added to the 
mailing list

Please dress appropriately for the 
weather and bring water and snacks. 
Dogs are not allowed anywhere on the 
Quabbin Watershed. 

Space is limited.
To register for any of these events, 

visit www.mass.gov/locations/quab-
bin-reservoir/events?_page=1.

Barrens habitat hike
Barrens habitats are anything but 

barren - they are teeming with life. 
On Thursday, Aug. 3 from 10-11 a.m., 
come see some of the flora and fauna 
of a recently restored inland sandplain 
heath (a type of barrens) and find out 
what makes these globally rare eco-
systems so special.  

The 1.5 mile hike is easy, but the 
terrain is uneven, so secure footwear 
is recommended.  Please come pre-
pared for sun and ticks and bring 
water.  

Meet at Gate 29, New Salem and 
caravan to site (https://goo.gl/maps/
CZipU7XxWGSGE6faA).

Late summer meadow visit
Enjoy a later summer hike at 

Quabbin Park on Thursday, Sept. 7 
from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. This hike 
will meet at the parking area at the 
Middle Entrance and walk along the 
Spillway Road to a small meadow 
across from the Boat Cove. 

The approximately 1-mile walk is 
easy, but the road along the Spillway 
is heavily trafficked, so caution is 
advised. Please wear appropriate 
clothing and footwear, bring water, 
and come prepared for insects.

Meet at the Middle Entrance park-
ing lot (https://goo.gl/maps/2xFhXU-
WcU7H8fmae8).

❚ COMMUNITY

Quabbin Visitor Center lists free upcoming events

BELCHERTOWN - The annual St. 
Francis Tag Sale team is gearing up 
for another sale on the Belchertown 
Town Common, and community 
donations are encouraged.

The tag sale will be held from 8 
a.m. – 2 p.m. on Saturday, August 26.

“Your donated treasures will be 
welcome additions and always help 
to define the success of this annu-
al event,” the tag sale team released. 
“If you are cleaning, downsizing, 
or upsizing, your adult child finally 
has an apartment and you are ready 
to reclaim their room, get ready to 
donate to this event.”

Since its inception 30 years ago 
when the late Claire Oberly started 
it “as a small fundraiser targeting the 
eventual building of a new St. Francis 
Church,” the tag sale team said the 
event is “anticipated every year.”

“An army of volunteers recent-
ly met to review the details of the 
well-planned 2023 sale,” the group 
released. “As always, your donated 
treasures are needed.”

The Tag Sale Team will accept, 
categorize, and competitively price 
donated contributions from Monday, 

August 7, to Sunday, August 20. The 
committee designates items into more 
than 20 donated goods categories, 
including: antiques, boutique, crafts, 
electrical, frames, hardware, hand-
bags, hats, holidays, infants, jewelry, 
kitchenware, knick-knacks, linens, 
pictures, religious, shoes, sporting 
goods, toys, and miscellaneous.

“Bring your items and the team 
will find a new home for them,” the 
group shared, adding that clothing 
over size 2T is not accepted.

The Pine Room, located at the 
lower level of the Park Street Social 
Center, will be opened to accept 
donations from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, and noon-
5 p.m. on Sundays through August 
20.

As per a list of “not accept-
ed items,” a significant change this 
year is that clothing sized over 2T is 
no longer accepted, but “hats, caps, 
handbags, and shoes will be accept-
ed.” Additionally, neither bed pillows 
or used candles will be accepted.

“Your generous donations are 
appreciated,” the St. Francis Tag Sale 
team added.

Donations needed for upcoming 
tag sale on the Town Common

Teen book hours 
event next week

BELCHERTOWN - Celebrate 
the end of the Teen Summer 
Reading  Program a t  Clapp 
Memorial Library by picking out 
a free teen book to keep for good. 
The library is having “Free Teen 
Book Hours” next week on Friday, 
August 11, from 5-6 p.m., during 
which a table with bins of books 
will be set up outside the side door 
of the library for teens to pick a 
new favorite.

Teens must be registered for the 
Teen Summer Reading Program 
to pick out a book, and they may 
register at the table, the library 
released. Teens who attend will 
also be eligible for an additional 
raffle ticket for the Teen Summer 
Reading Program. Books are 
donated by the library and the 
Friends of the Library.

BELCHERTOWN - The Friends 
of Clapp Memorial Library are con-
ducting their final Drive-by, Drop-off 
Donation Day of the year from 9 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday, August 12, in 
the municipal parking lot by the back 
entrance to the library.

“Volunteers will unload boxed 

books directly from your car for 
you,” the Friends released, adding 
that they are accepting children’s and 
adult books in good condition (except 
encyclopedias), as well as DVDs and 
CDs for their upcoming October Sale.

All donations are tax deductible.

Drive-by, drop-off donations
at Clapp Memorial Library

Boy Scout ‘Can 
& Bottle Drive’ 
this weekend

BELCHERTOWN - Boy Scout 
Troop 507 is holding a Can & 
Bottle Drive from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, August 5, at the Pride 
Gas Station at the intersection 
of Rt. 21 and Rt. 202, 165 State 
Street.

“Gather up all of those unwanted 
returnable bottles and cans from 
your summer gatherings and help 
support the Scouts,” a press state-
ment reads. “Bring them to the 
Pride station where the Scouts will 
be collecting them to raise money 
to help make their scouting experi-
ence more meaningful.”

For more information, email 
RichardStewart.TM26769@troop-
master.email.
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❚ OPINION

The Sentinel is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393,

Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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TEAM

PATRICK H. TURLEY
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KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
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WEB
www.sentinel.turley.com

www.turley.com
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or other materials submitted for 
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McGarrett Hall
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy
Letters to the editor 

should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or  anony-
mous opinions will be 
published. We require 
letter writers to include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We must 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any submis-
sions deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defa-
mation of character and 
offensive language. All 
unknown or alleged facts 
and quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Sentinel,  24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069 or 
via email to sentinel@
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions is 
Friday at 5 p.m.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

A senior’s walk into the record books

JMARKPOWELL.COM

I’ve been 
g e t t i n g 
i n t o 

s h a p e 
recently. 

B u t 
m y  p r o g -
ress  pa les 
c o m p a r e d 
to  what  a 
remarkable 
senior  d id 
n e a r l y  7 0 
years ago.

Emma Gatewood’s life was hard. Born in Ohio in 
1887, she was one of 15 kids in a family that slept four 
to a bed. 

Her father lost a leg in the Civil War and spent the rest 
of his life drinking and gambling. Though her formal 
education ended in the 8th grade, she kept learning by 
devouring encyclopedias, Greek classics, and books on 
woods and wildlife.

At age 19 Emma married a 27-year-old teacher and 
tobacco farmer named P.C. Gatewood. The honeymoon 
ended quickly, when Emma discovered she was expect-
ed to work in the fields alongside the men, plus cook, 
clean, and raise their 11 kids.

P.C. was mean. He killed a man in 1924 but avoided 
prison because the judge said his many children would 
go hungry with him behind bars.

He beat Emma often, sometimes almost to the point 
of death. When he turned violent, she tried to run into 
the nearby woods. Safe in the security of her beloved 
trees and plants, she found peace and solitude.

P.C. repeatedly threatened to send Emma to a mental 
institution to keep her from divorcing him. 

In 1939, he had her jailed in the first step toward hav-
ing her committed. Seeing Emma’s cracked teeth and 
broken ribs, their town’s mayor moved her into his home 
and helped her get a job. 

She divorced P.C. the next year. A series of odd jobs 
saw her through the next decade until her children were 
all grown.

Then, as so often happens, fate unexpectedly called. 
For Emma, it came in the form of an old magazine. 

She happened upon a 1949 National Geographic issue 
featuring an article on the Appalachian Trail. 

At that moment an incredible idea took root in her 
mind. She would become the first woman to walk the 
entire length of the trail, all 2,200 miles from Springer 
Mountain in Georgia to Maine’s Mount Katahdin.

At age 66, no less.
The idea grew into an obsession. At a time when peo-

ple nearing 70 were expected to relax in rocking chairs, 
Emma began preparing to attempt what no woman 
before had ever done. 

Her legs were strong, she was in good health, so why 
not?

She began her journey at Mount Katahdin in July 
1954 – and promptly met with one disaster after another. 
She broke her glasses, she got lost, then she ran out of 
food. 

When rangers found her, they persuaded the hapless 
sexagenarian to go home.

But while Emma Gatewood may have failed, she 
didn’t quit. She told no one about her setback and quiet-
ly prepared for a second attempt. 

She learned from her initial mistakes and changed her 
strategy.

In 1955, she started two months earlier this time and 
began in Georgia. Again, it wasn’t easy.

That 1949 article had made her believe the route was 
a smooth trail. It wasn’t, and her Keds tennis shoes were 
no match for the rugged mountain terrain. 

She expected to find shelters along the way; there 
weren’t any, forcing her to sleep in piles of leaves.

But she stuck with it and kept walking. Newspapers 
picked up her story as she went, and soon she acquired 
a nickname – Grandma Gatewood – along with celebrity 
status.

She achieved her goal 146 days later when she 
reached Baxter Peak atop Mount Katahdin. She signed 
the register, sang “America the Beautiful,” and said to 
herself out loud, “I did it. I said I’d do it, and I’ve done 
it.”

Grandma Gatewood then appeared on the Today 
show, was a guest on a TV game show, and was even 
profiled in Sports Illustrated where she said, “This is no 
trail. It’s a nightmare. For some fool reason, they always 
lead you right up over the biggest rock on top of the 

The daylily, both 
friend and foe

I have never been a daylily aficionado, 
but as of late, they are growing on me.  

Why I write is because on Cape Cod 
they are everywhere. The last few days I 
have seen them paired with shrubs, other 
perennials and even as a backdrop to care-
fully placed annuals. 

Read on as I resurrect a column from the 
archives with new and updated factoids.

We’ve all seen the clumps of orange day-
lilies (Hemerocallis fulva) blooming along 
roadsides each summer. These remnants of 
long ago have oftentimes outlived the peo-
ple who planted them and the farmhouse in 
which they were planted around. 

Arriving from Asia in the late 1800s, the 
common daylily is now considered invasive 
because it crowds out native plants. While 
experts advise not planting daylilies that 
are known to run amok, there are many 
cultivars that rightly deserve a place in the 
landscape.

Two varieties of daylilies presently occu-
py space in my landscape, one that is a 
family heirloom, and another that was pur-
chased on a whim. 

The lemon lily (Hemerocallis lilioaspho-
delus) was a family heirloom, although I 
am not sure where it originated. I think it 
was my grand babci that first gave it to my 
mother back in the 1950s. 

It has been almost entirely choked out 
of the banking of my childhood home by 
lily of the valley, but I am lucky enough 
to have saved a piece and it is thriving in 
my perennial garden. It is delicate as far 
as daylilies go, perfectly lemon yellow and 
subtly scented. 

The lemon lily has a short bloom time, 
a week or less in early June, but it makes a 
perfect bed fellow to deep purple bearded 
iris.

Today, thousands of cultivars of daylilies 
are available, many of which bloom for 
longer periods of time than the old-fash-
ioned types. They are offered in shades of 
all colors except blue and pure white. 

Miniatures look great in rock gardens, 
while more beefy types work well to sta-
bilize bankings. The majority blend nicely 
with annuals, perennials, and shrubbery, as 
mentioned. 

Day l i l i e s  be long  to  the  genus 
Hemerocallis- hemero being Greek for 
“beautiful,” and callis Greek for “day.” 
Individual flowers do open and perish in 24 
hours or less. 

Luckily though, there are usually several 
flowers per scape (stem), and when one 
goes by another is waiting to take its place. 

A desirable variety will bloom for at least 
two weeks, or will repeat blooming later in 
the season. 

When shopping for daylilies at the nurs-
ery simply count the number of buds per 
scape of the potted plant. The number of 
buds (or the number of scars if blooming is 
nearly finished) coincides with the number 
of days that particular variety is expected 
to bloom. 

Unfortunately, my lemon lily had a mere 
four. 

If you choose carefully and plan accord-
ingly by including early, mid, and late sea-
son bloomers in your mix, it is possible 
to achieve continuous bloom over a three 
month period in a mixed border of daylil-
ies. 

 Many people are opting to plant a sin-
gle variety for a season’s worth of flow-
ers. Different than varieties that rebloom, 
everbloomers offer a nonstop performance 
from the beginning of their bloom period 
until frost. 

It is said that Dr. Darrel Apps, a genet-
icist and master breeder evaluated some 
11,000 seedlings to end up with a mere few 
that flower continuously.  

Breeding continues, so look for the new-
est introductions each year. My whim pur-
chase from a few years back is a rebloomer 
called “Purple D’oro.” I bought it because 
it was blooming in the nursery alongside 
Gayfeather, orange Helenium, and Purple 
Coneflower. 

They are a power quartet in my summer 
border for sure, and the rebloom factor 
surely stretches out the show.

Locate daylilies where they will receive 
at least six hours of sun a day. Average soil, 
as long as it drains well, will grow strong 
plants. 

Vigor determines whether clumps need 
to be separated and divided every few 
years, or if they can grow uninterrupted 
for many seasons. Division is best accom-
plished in early spring or immediately after 
bloom. 

If you take the later approach, just be 
sure the plant has at least one month of 
growing time before frost hits. This way 
it will have an opportunity to root well, 
anchoring itself before winter freezing and 
thawing can heave it from the ground.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Grandma Gatewood’s 
Excellent Adventure

Please see HOLY COW, page 10
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Belchertown Kidz ClubBelchertown Kidz Club

Now Hiring an EEC Toddler Certified 
Lead Teacher/Preschool Teacher 

to assist our Large Group Childcare program, 
licensed for 18 years, in expanding to include a new 

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K MIXED AGE CLASSROOM.
Individual must have 

documented experience running 
their own classroom 

in meeting with EEC requirements.
30-40 hours per week. 

Paid Holidays and Vacations.

Email inquiries and resumes to: 
belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com

4 Stadler Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 • (413) 323-5439

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

OUR OWN CORN!

Follow us on

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, 
Yellow & Green Beans, Leaks, Carrots, Corn, Tomatoes & Blueberries
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, 
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Fresh Polish Foods, Belchertown Maple Syrup, 

Variety of Local Maple Products, Caramel Corn Nuggets, 
Cream Pies, Ice Cream Products & Soup Mixes

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794

www.dickinsonsfarm.com
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm, Sun. 8am-6pm

Family Owned & Operated

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted • Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available • Now Accepting EBT In Store

Potted 
Ornamental 
Grasses & 

Basil

PICK YOUR OWN TOMATOES BY THE BASKET!
Friday, Saturday & Sunday 8-4 at the Farmstand on Route 202.

The Town of Belchertown is looking for a 
full-time Nutrition Aide for the Senior Center. 

Major duties include: Preparing sandwiches, soup, and desserts and bag 
meals for individual clients. Serve congregate meals to the dining room on 
a daily basis. Plan for the soup and sandwich menu for the next day’s meal. 
Must be able to read and follow recipes for consistency and quality of food. 

Wash and clean dishes and follow food safety standards after each task. 
Assists other staff in general cleaning and sanitizing of 

all kitchen equipment, surfaces, utensils, and other areas. 

Minimum Qualifications: High school education; 
up to one year of experience in the food service industry; 

or any equivalent combination of education and experience. 

This is a grade 2 position, 30 hours per week, starting pay at $16.85/hour, 
benefitted position. If you would like to join our team, please complete 
an application online at www.belchertown.org/human_resources 

or email jobs@belchertown.org for more information. 
Applications will be accepted until positions are filled. 

The Town of Belchertown is an EEO employer, 
we encourage women, minorities and veterans to apply.

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

7 EAST STREET, GRANBY MA
413-537-3047

Fugler Excavating
& Septic

The challenge now is that due to heavy 
rains, there is rapid vegetation growth. 

“It’s an uphill battle,” Thibeault said. 
“We do have working day that I put out 
onto community disk golf websites to get 
help out there.”

However, the funding request would pay 
for specialized equipment.

“It would get everything leveled off, 
everything to the ground, everything you 
can’t get to with weedwhackers,” Thibeault 
said. “We have two holes that look awful. 
When we were out there a couple of weeks 
ago, there were ferns, but it’s kind of inva-
sive.”

He added that the goal is to “stay on top 
of everything down low to the ground and 
prevent some of the invasive species from 

coming back.”
He said the funds would be for a one-

time clearing and there would be a main-
tenance plan for his staff to execute. 
Pathfinder students would also be invited to 
help maintain the course. 

The hope would be to allow the work 
to occur and for the course to open in 
the beginning of August. A grand open-
ing of the course has been mentioned, and 
Thibeault said they would have the event in 
November. 

During the meeting, Selectboard member 
Peg Louraine said she was concerned about 
having to pay for the work to be done again 
next year.

“We currently have a little over a quar-
ter million dollars left and some of that 
money already went to [the Recreation 
Department,] $500,000 for the parking 
area, a bunch of money on Chestnut Hill,” 

she said. “I’m reluctant about ARPA funds, 
and I’m concerned about continuing main-
tenance of a piece of property, relying 
solely on volunteers and hoping disk golf 
enthusiasts will come out there and do it.”

Thibeault said once the course is open, 
tournaments can occur which will raise 
money that will be used for the course. 

Town Administrator Steve Williams said 
the area is difficult to work with due to 
regeneration and material that is difficult 
to work with, due to the location of the 
course. 

“The contractor will hopefully open it 
enough for different types of equipment to 
be used in the future,” he said. “Right now, 
it’s just a sprawling site.”

Selectboard Chair Ed Boscher said he’s 
been out to the course and “it’s an impossi-
ble piece of terrain.”

“We don’t have the equipment in town, 
it’s really specialized equipment that can 
get back there through that sort of terrain,” 
he said.

The board unanimously approved the 
funding request. 

ARPA from page 1

Road construction 
scheduled for Granby

GRANBY - Road reconstruction projects have begun 
in Granby; the work will be performed on Taylor Street 
between Hubbard Drive and Route 202.

“We will also be working on Barton Street and on 
Easton Street between Porter and North Street,” said 
David Desrosiers, the town’s Highway Superintendent. 
“Through traffic may be detoured at times or reduced to 
a single lane. Seek alternate routes if possible.”

The roads will remain open to residents on the streets, 
but short-term inconvenience or delays due to construc-
tion operations are possible, he added.

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
to hold Summerfest event

GRANBY – The Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
will hold its Summerfest event from 12-4 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 20. Chicken dinner is $15 and includes: 
Half BBQ chicken, baked potato, and corn on the cob; 
hamburgers and hot dogs will also be available.

The event will feature raffle prizes of $500, $250, and 
$100, raffle baskets, a bake sale, kids’ games, prizes, 
music, and more.

❚ GRANBY

COURTESY PHOTO
BankESB Amherst Assistant Vice President and Branch Officer Jessica West and Senior Vice 
President of Retail Banking Gary Turku with members of the board of the Amherst Hurri-
canes Athletic Boosters.

AMHERST — Matthew Sosik, 
president and CEO of BankESB, 
recently announced that the bank is 
awarding up to $25,000 in a match-
ing challenge grant to support the 
Amherst  Hurricanes Boosters’ 
Transformative Uses for Regional 
Fields Project. 

According to a press release, along-
side the support of parents and com-
munity members, the total could reach 
as much as $50,000.

The Amherst Hurricane Athletic 
Boosters approached BankESB in 
search of a community partner to help 
them replace and reorient the con-
demned 23-year-old track and field 
with a usable, eight-lane track and 
year-round playable fields offering 
the “best pedagogical experience and 
community gathering place in the 
area.”

To support their fundraising initia-
tive, they wanted a partner who shared 
their commitment to eco-friendly 
facilities, health and wellness, equal 

❚ AMHERST

BankESB awards $25,000 grant to Hurricanes TURF Project

Please see BANK ESB, page 12
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BAIL COMMISSIONERS NEEDED

EASTERN HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COURT JURISDICTION
The Massachusetts Trial Court hereby gives notice of the availability of one or more Bail Commissioner 
appointments for the Eastern Hampshire District Court located in Hampshire County. 

A Bail Commissioner is appointed by the Massachusetts Trial Court to make release and bail determinations for 
persons arrested when courts are closed (overnights, weekends and holidays.)  

PLEASE NOTE:  This is an appointment only. No salary or benefits are included but fees may be collected from the 
person in custody at the time of release. The base fee is $40.00.
Bail Commissioners are required to have reliable transportation in order to travel to the Eastern Hampshire District 
Court and the police departments located in Amherst, Belchertown, Granby, Hadley, Pelham, South Hadley and Ware.  
Proximity to the communities listed and familiarity with criminal law and procedures helpful. 

If you are interested in being considered for appointment please contact: 
CATHERINE M. COUGHLIN, ESQUIRE

STATE BAIL ADMINISTRATOR
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE TRIAL COURT

tcbail@jud.state.ma.us

The appointing authorities do not discriminate against any applicant because of race, color, sex, age, national origin, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression, status as a veteran, basis of disability or any other 
federal, state or local protected class. www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include: 
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENINGProperty Maintenance & Improvements

Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

 Are you having di�culty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

�is group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, con�dential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

❚ POLICE

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of July 19 through July 25. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana-
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 297 calls police respond-
ed to, there were 18 incidents, four acci-
dents, five arrests/summons and 11 cita-
tions.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Tuesday, July 25

9:23 a.m. – A person was arrested for 
violation of an abuse prevention order. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Wednesday, July 19

11:10 a.m. – An officer spoke with a 
resident regarding a person who rented the 
home where items were taken. The person 
who rented there may have thrown away 
the items. The person wanted the incident 
documented.

12:24 p.m. – An officer responded to 
Turkey Hill Road for a disabled vehicle. 
The driver’s oil light came on and the vehi-
cle wouldn’t move. The Massachusetts 
State Police helped to move the vehicle 
onto the shoulder of the road because the 
vehicle was a road hazard. The vehicle was 
later towed from the scene. 

7:42 p.m. – An officer responded to the 
area of Amherst Road for a report of a driv-
er in a pickup truck with scrap metal in the 
cab who threw a nip bottle out the window. 
An officer on Federal Street observed a 
vehicle matching the description provided. 
As the vehicle drove by, the tailgate was a 
different color than the provided descrip-
tion. The officer stopped the vehicle and 
identified the driver. They were not slurring 
their words. The person had a dog in the 
vehicle and a relative responded to take 
the dog. The person did a breath test and 
reported a preexisting diabetic condition. A 
relative took the person home and the vehi-
cle was towed from the scene. 

Thursday, July 20
1:27 p.m. – An officer responded to Bay 

Road for an accident. A vehicle was travel-
ling east on Bay Road when the driver fell 
asleep at the wheel. The vehicle travelled 
until it came to rest on a utility pole and 
a fence. There was heavy front-end dam-

age. The property owners of the fence and 
National Grid were advised of the incident. 
The vehicle was towed from the scene. No 
injuries were reported. 

Friday, July 21
5:46 a.m. – An officer responded to 

Metacomet Street and Bay Road for an 
accident. A vehicle stopped at the stop sign 
at Metacomet and Bay Road pulled into 
traffic turning left. Another vehicle trav-
eling on Bay Road collided with the first 
vehicle. There was moderate damage to the 
first vehicle and heavy damage to the sec-
ond, which was towed from the scene. No 
injuries were reported.

8:29 a.m. – An officer took a report of 
fraud. The person reported they were on 
a video chat with a scammer. They real-
ized the person was fake and not what it 
seemed to be. The person demanded money 
or they would use photos as blackmail. It is 
unknown who the suspect was. 

7:41 p.m. – An officer spoke to a per-
son about a vehicle break in. The vehicle 
was at a Turkey Hill Road business when 
the vehicle was broken into. There was a 
credit card that was later used at a different 
business in town. The person checked their 
wallet, and the card was missing. The per-
son was told to contact their bank and cred-
it bureau. There is no further information at 
this time. 

8:04 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
second call at a Turkey Hill Road busi-
ness. The person reported they lost their 
debit and credit cards as well as some 
cash. There was an issue with the driver’s 
side door resulting from damage during 
the break in. The person later reported 
the cards were used at another business 
in town. The officer was able to follow 
up with the business which provided a 
description and camera footage of the inci-
dent. The person attempted to use the sto-
len card to purchase a gift card but stopped 
and left when asked for their identification. 
The matter is under investigation. 

Saturday, July 22
10:47 a.m. – Officers and Belchertown 

Fire and paramedics responded to Bay 
Road for a report of a motorcycle accident. 
It was found that the operator was a miss-
ing person. They were transported to the 
hospital for their injuries. The motorcycle 
went off the roadway and about 25 feet 
down the embankment. Photos were taken. 
The motorcycle was towed from the scene. 

7:27 p.m. – An officer responded to 
State Street for a report of an erratic oper-
ator. Two people called to report the matter 

where a vehicle was going in and out of the 
opposite lane and driving very slowly. The 
officer observed 15 to 20 cars behind the 
vehicle and attempted to stop the vehicle. 
The vehicle was going on the double yel-
low lines and over them, while going under 
the speed limit. The officer stopped the 
vehicle and there was an odor of marijuana 
coming from the vehicle. The person said 
they were trying to get to a location that 
was in the opposite direction from where 
they were driving. A field sobriety test was 
given. The passenger of the vehicle had 
no license so they couldn’t drive from the 
scene. A towing company was contacted to 
remove the vehicle. The person was given a 
citation due to crossing and going into the 
opposite lanes and for an expired inspec-
tion sticker. 

Sunday, July 23
9:44 a.m. – Police officers and 

Belchertown Fire and paramedics respond-
ed to the Norwottuck rail trail for a per-
son who was injured in a bike crash on 
the trail between North Washington Street 
and Franklin Street about 20 feet into the 
woods. The officers assisted with removing 
the person from the woods. The person was 
transported from the scene.

12:34 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
report of a domestic disturbance. 

Monday, July 24
3:36 p.m. – An officer responded to a 

North Main Street residence for a report of 
a juvenile on the sidewalk who later walked 
into a house. The officer checked the area 
and then saw a screen door was ripped out. 
The officer went into the doorway to look 
further when they were charged at by a 
dog, which kept coming after the officer, 
and the officer attempted to grab its collar 
to secure it. The dog was later secured and 
the animal control officer was contacted. 
It was determined the dog didn’t have any 
licenses or registration to the address. The 
officer went on to get treated for injuries 
sustained in the incident. It was later found 
that the child was playing hide and seek. 

4:13 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
George Hannum Road business for a report 
of an accident. A vehicle parked in a space 
waiting for an online order was struck by a 
second vehicle attempting to back into the 
space next to the first vehicle. No injuries 
were reported and both vehicles were able 
to be driven from the scene. 

Tuesday, July 25
10:48 a.m. – An officer spoke with a res-

ident about a child custody issue. 

10:58 p.m. – An officer spoke with per-
son about fraudulent actions on a resident’s 
Venmo account. The person reported that 
they’d noticed three transactions to the 
same account, and they were unsure when 
they happened, but the person did not make 
them. They reported allowing friends to use 
their phone, and the receiving person on 
Venmo was a former coworker. The per-
son contacted Venmo and the person who 
received the withdrawals said they would 
give the funds back. The matter is open and 
documented, pending return of the funds.

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 149 calls for the 
week of July 21 through July 27. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all informa-
tion.

Friday, July 21
12:56 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 48MPH in a 
35MPH zone. The vehicle was stopped, 
and it was discovered that it was unregis-
tered. The operator was issued a criminal 
citation for speeding, unregistered motor 
vehicle, and operating a motor vehicle 
without insurance.

11:05 a.m. – A resident came to the sta-
tion to report their trailer had been stolen. 
An incident report was completed, and the 
matter is under investigation.

Saturday, July 22
1:01p.m. – The manager reported that it 

was discovered that a fake $100 dollar bill 
was given to a bartender last night. An inci-
dent report was completed, and the matter 
is under investigation.

Sunday, July 23
2:10 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-

car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries, and the 
responding officers completed an accident 
report.

8:54 p.m. – A resident reported that it 
appears as though someone put some-
thing in his mailbox that exploded as the 
box appears burnt and melted. An offi-
cer responded and completed an incident 
report. The matter is under investigation.

Please see POLICE, page 9
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH ASSORTED 

PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

USDA INSP. $209
lb

SALE DATES: 8/3/23-8/9/23

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS...............$198

$496
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL .............................

66¢

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK..

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICK 10 LB .......

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................. ea

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HASHBROWN PATTIES 2O CT ......

$279

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGH ..................

CUT 
FREE $166

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
ROTISSERIE STYLE 
CHICKEN BREAST .............$499

lb

$899

BEEF 
STRIPLOIN STEAKS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN

$799
lb

$999
ea

USDA INSP. 2 1/2 BOX
KAYEM NATURAL CASING

HOT DOGS...........................

$989
lb

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb
www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

❚ POLICE

BELCHERTOWN – The 
police department’s “Youth 
Police Academy” has recently 
wrapped up; on the fifth and 
final day, recruits learned about 
“patrol procedures and defen-
sive tactics, including practicing 
how to handcuff a suspect,” the 
Belchertown Police Department 
shared in a statement on social 
media.

I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e 
Belchertown Fire Department 
showed the recruits a crash res-
cue demonstration, and after 
that, Relentless Towing & 
Recovery showed how they tow 
a vehicle after a crash. 

“We would like to thank all 
those youth who participated 
this week, and thank their par-
ents and guardians for letting 
us teach and spend the week 
with your children,” the police 
department shared. “It was a 
great time and hopefully they 
all learned something new 
about policing.”

PHOTO CREDIT: BELCHERTOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Youth Police Academy wraps up

Thursday, July 27 
1:43 p.m. – A motorist reported 

a two-car accident. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. There were 
no injuries, and the responding 
officers completed an accident 
report.

5:55 p.m. – A resident reported 
that a FedEx truck struck a utility 
pole causing minor damage. An 
officer responded and completed 
an accident report. There were no 
injuries.

11:37 p.m. – Onstar reported a 
possible motor vehicle crash on 
Morgan Street. Granby Police and 
Fire responded. It was discovered 

that a motor vehicle struck a util-
ity pole and rolled over onto its 
roof. The operator was transport-
ed to the hospital with minor inju-
ries. The operator was charged 
with crossing marked lanes, fail-
ure to wear a seatbelt, and oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under 
the influence of alcohol.

POLICE from page 8

B O S T O N  —  T h e 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  R e g i s t r y 
of Motor Vehicles recent-
ly announced that its Service 
Center located in Chicopee has 
expanded to offer road tests.

According to a press release, 
this location will continue to 
accept dropped-off registration 
bundles for B2B bulk transac-
tions for insurance agents and 
car dealerships, including new 
registration and titles, regis-
tration transfers and renewals, 
address changes, and cancella-
tions. 

The RMV is implementing 
this customer service change 
to further support its ongoing 
efforts to prepare for the Work 
and Family Mobility Act, which 
took effect on July 1. The RMV 
has also increased staffing and 
will be making translation 
assistance available for custom-
ers using a hotline, informa-
tional materials, and interpreter 
services, according to the press 
statement.

“The Registry of Motor 
Vehicles continues to strategi-
cally prepare for the implemen-
tation of the Work and Family 
Mobility Act and the anticipat-
ed customer service demand,” 
sa id  Regis t ra r  o f  Motor 
Vehicles Colleen Ogilvie. 
“The transitioning of this ser-
vice center to accommodate 
additional road tests will help 
provide customers in Western 
Massachusetts with increased 
access, dedicated support ser-
vices and additional opportuni-
ties to help secure driving cre-
dentials.”

The RMV has created a web-
page to help applicants locate 
all information related to their 
road test. The webpage includes 
information on what to expect, 
videos to help prepare for the 
road test, links to checklists 
and applications to increase 
applicants’ chances of passing 
their exams. For more infor-
mation, visit mass.gov/guides/
road-test-information.

Chicopee RMV Service 
Center offering road tests

MONSON – As part of a 
pursuit to support local stu-
dents, Monson Savings Bank 
has supported River East 
School-to-Career, a non-prof-
it that aims to promote career 
education and assist in prepar-
ing youth for the “demands of 
the 21st century workplace,” 
since 2005.

The River East School-
to-Career Partnership brings 
together schools, businesses, 
and organizations to create 
exciting career exploration 
opportunities for students, and 
Monson Savings has supported 
this mission by offering intern-
ship opportunities, scholarship 
sponsorships, Board participa-
tion, financial support, and par-
ticipation in Career Readiness 
programs, according to a press 
statement.

Monson Savings VP and 
HR Officer Dodie Carpentier 
has served on the River East 
Board of Directors since 2014. 
She is a current member of 
the Executive Committee and 
Scholarship Committee and 
served as President from July 
2020 to 2022.

“Working with River East 
School-to-Career has been so 

rewarding,” Carpentier said. 
“The Bank has hosted sever-
al interns over the years. I am 
continuously so impressed by 
their hard work and dedica-
tion. I am always so happy to 
see the confidence and knowl-
edge these students gain from 
the hands-on experience they 
receive during an internship. 
Career readiness is a priceless 
addition to the education they 
receive at our local schools, 
and I am proud that Monson 
Savings has been able to sup-
port that through River East.”

Throughout i ts  18-year 
partnership with River East, 
Monson Savings has hosted 
student interns from Monson 
High, Minnechaug, Pathfinder 
Tech, and Ware High School. 
The  bank’s  Accoun t ing , 
Commerc ia l  Loans ,  and 
Residential Loans departments, 
as well as the Ware Branch, 
have participated in developing 
local high school interns, the 
press statement reads. 

In addition to hosting interns, 
numerous Monson Savings 
Bank managers and officers 
have conducted mock job 

River East gets surprise 
donation from MSB

Please see RIVER EAST, page 10
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Indicates tire 

pressure
4. Request
7. Clairvoyance
10. 007’s creator
11. Adult male
12. Scandinavian god 

of battle
13. Cloths spread on 

a coffin
15. Breeze through
16. Ladyfish genus
19. It’s good to take 

them
21. Noble-governed 

territory
23. Members of U.S. 

Navy
24. Card game 

resembling 
rummy

25. Affected by injury
26. Member of a 

Semitic people
27. Left
30. Woman’s cloak

34. S. American plant
35. Prohibit
36. Offense
41. Dish soap brand
45. Ottoman military 

commanders
46. Ancient Greek 

City
47. Makes unhappy
50. Discuss again
54. Medical 

instrument 
55. Promote
56. A beloved carb
57. Tag the base 

runner to get him 
out

59. Prehistoric people
60. Large African 

antelope
61. Vehicle
62. Georgia rockers
63. Scientific 

instrument (abbr.)
64. A major division 

of geological time
65. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
1. Plant of the nettle 

family
2. Fit to be sold
3. Rather
4. Collected
5. A baglike structure 

in a plant or 
animal

6. Patella
7. Ageless
8. Lists of course 

requirements
9. Pokes at
13. TV network
14. They __
17. Cooking hardware
18. U.S. Army title
20. Iron-containing 

compound
22. Swiss river (alt. 

spelling)
27. Former French 

coin
28. Electronic 

countermeasures
29. Taxi

31. Helps little firms
32. Woeful
33. Midway between 

northeast and 
east

37. Glowing
38. Tasks which 

should be done
39. An informal body 

of friends
40. Intrinsic nature
41. Neural structures
42. Brews
43. Where ships 

unload cargo
44. Singer
47. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
48. Southwest 

Scotland town
49. Most worthless 

parts
51. Viscous
52. Put to work
53. Old world, new
58. Swiss river

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

❚ OBITUARIES

BELCHERTOWN - David M. 
Barszcz, 70, passed away unex-
pectedly on July 24, 
2023, of cardiac arrest 
after a heroic battle with 
esophageal cancer. Born 
in Ludlow on August 5, 
1952, he was the son of 
Edward W. and Alfreda 
(Gawron) Barszcz. Dave 
grew up in Ludlow and 
lived in Northern Virginia 
where  he  honorably 
served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, stationed at Marine Corps 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
In 1978, Dave and his wife, Nancy, 
moved to Belchertown where they 
raised their two daughters and 
made their home.

Dave was a commercial bank-
er for 38 years and loved being a 
part of his community. Among the 
many organizations that he was 
involved with, he was most proud 
of his time serving as President 
of the Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
Exalted Ruler of the Elks Club, and 
Corporator of the Ludlow Boys 
and Girls Club. As president of the 
Calvin Coolidge Commemorative 
Society, he was honored to present 
President Ronald Reagan with an 
award in 1990.

A family man, Dave took so 
much joy in being with his wife, 
children, and grandchildren. He 
was especially excited the day he 
became a Dziadziu. On any average 
day, you might find Dave on the 
golf course, working in his vegeta-
ble garden, or cooking in his kitch-
en, always experimenting with dif-
ferent recipes. Nothing brought him 
more joy than to cook for those he 
loved, his specialties being home-
made pierogis and chicken fran-

caise, as well as anything to come 
from the grill or smoker. To say he 

was an avid Patriots fan 
is an understatement—
he never missed a game. 
His love of classic rock 
and spending time with 
friends was such a big 
part of what made him 
happy.

He will be remem-
bered as a hard-working 
man who supported his 
family and loved those 

closest to him.
His love will forever remain 

with his family: his wife of 49 
years, Nancy (Hoy) Barszcz, as 
well as their two daughters, Katie 
Chudy and her husband Richard 
of Waltham, and Beth Lavallee 
and her husband Matthew of 
Belchertown, as well as his two 
grandchildren, Benjamin and 
Madeline. He will also be missed 
by his brother, Robert Barszcz 
and his wife, Carol, also of 
Belchertown, along with several 
nieces and nephews. Besides his 
parents, Dave was predeceased by 
his brother, Daniel.

Visitation was  Tuesday, August 
1, from 4-7 p.m. at the Beers & 
Story Belchertown Funeral Home. 
A funeral service was held  on 
Wednesday, August 2, at 11 a.m. 
at St. Francis Church. Military 
honors and rites of committal did 
take place at 1 p.m. at the MA 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery in 
Agawam. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in his memory 
to Dana Farber Cancer Institute for 
Research.

Please visit  www.beersandstory.
com.

BELCHERTOWN - Laurina 
H. (Gibbs) Brighenti, 89, passed 
away on July 26, 2023, 
after an extended ill-
ness, during which time 
she received loving 
care from her family.

She was born in 
Athol on December 
21, 1933, to Robert and 
Beatrice Gibbs. Laurina 
was predeceased by 
her beloved husband 
of 62 years, Albert, as 
well as by her daughter, Nancy 
Kwiatkowski, and sister Regina 
Canning.

Laurina was raised in Athol, 
graduating from Athol High 
School in 1951 and working as a 
telephone operator before marry-
ing her close neighbor, Albert, in 
1952. Laurina and Albert moved 
to Belchertown in 1958 where 
they raised their children and were 
active members of their communi-
ty and St. Francis Parish.

Laurina and Albert raised blue-
berries, chrysanthemums, and 
evergreens at their home, serving 
local farm stands, and together 
owned a quality fly-tying materi-
al business that supplied anglers 
worldwide. She worked at home 
for Universal Vice for many years, 
and enjoyed spending time with 
family and friends camping on 
the Battenkill River in Arlington, 
Vermont.

Hosting large Sunday fami-
ly dinners with extended family 
was a great joy to her, and guests 
to her home would always find 
a homemade baked good on 
her counter. After caring for her 
husband in his later years, she 
became an active member of the 
Belchertown Senior Center, where 
she reconnected with friends, 
made new ones, and enjoyed her 

time with the “Lunch Bunch.” 
Laurina was known for being a 

sharp dresser and a 
shrewd rummy card 
player.

Laurina will be dear-
ly missed by her devot-
ed family; son Albert 
Brighenti and his wife 
Susan, daughter Marie 
Budness and her hus-
band James ,  a l l  of 
Belchertown, and daugh-
ter Susan Reynolds and 

her husband Scott of Concord, 
New Hampshire, as well as her 
son-in-law Paul Kwiatkowski. She 
also leaves behind her dear grand-
children, Matthew Kwiatkowski, 
Anthony and Morgan Brighenti, 
Lauren and Marcley Duarte, 
Michael and Suzie Budness, 
Catherine, Alex, and Nicholas 
Reynolds, and great-grandchildren 
Brayden, Alexa and Caleb Duarte, 
and Nolan Brighenti, all a delight 
to her.

She is also survived by her 
beloved brother Roy Gibbs and 
his wife Kathy, sister Linda Cole 
(Gary), along with many nieces 
and nephews.

Visitation will be from 4-7 p.m. 
on Sunday, August 6, 2023, at 
Beers & Story Funeral Home in 
Belchertown. Family and friends 
may gather at the funeral home 
on Monday, August 7, at 9 a.m. 
for a procession to St. Francis 
Church for a Funeral Mass at 
10 a.m. with burial immediate-
ly following at South Cemetery. 
Donations may be made to the 
Belchertown Senior Center at 
60 State Street, Belchertown, or 
the Cooley Dickinson VNA and 
Hospice at 168 Industrial Drive, 
Northampton.

Please visit www.beersandstory.
com for more information.

David M. Barszcz Laurina H. (Gibbs) Brighenti

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certi�cate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Death Notice

Brighenti (Gibbs), 
Laurina H.
Died July 26, 2023
Funeral August 7, 2023

Barszcz, David M.
Died July 24, 2023
Funeral August 2, 2023

plete a safe drivers course, and perform 
100 hours of community service. Assistant 
District Attorney Andrew Covington and 
Springfield defense lawyer Charles Dolan 
jointly recommended the sentence to 
Cafaro, according to reports; Covington 
informed Judge Cafaro that Robbins’ fam-
ily agreed with the joint sentencing rec-
ommendation. Four of Robbins’ family 
members spoke in court about the impact 
his death has had on their lives.

“These are amongst the most difficult 
cases to craft a fair sentence. Mr. Saykin’s 
split-second, poor decision cost Mr. 
Robbins his life and his passenger to suffer 
serious injuries,” said ADA Covington. 
“The Commonwealth appreciates Mr. 
Saykin’s willingness to accept responsibil-
ity for his actions.”

ADA Covington also thanked the vic-
tim’s family for their perseverance through 
the lengthy investigation and prosecution, 
and the State Police for their thorough 
work on the case.

CRASH from page 1

highest mountain they can find.”
And she didn’t stop walking. She hiked 

the entire Appalachian Trail a second time 
two years later, walked all 2,000 miles of 
the Oregon Train in 1959, and at age 76 
she did the Appalachian Trial yet again 
(though this time in sections), becoming 
the first person to walk it three times. 

She went right on hiking right up until 
her death in 1973 at 85.

What was the secret to her success? 
Grandma Gatewood refused to let any-
thing – failure, adversity, or advanced age 
– stand in her way.

Holy Cow! History is written by novel-
ist, former TV journalist and diehard his-
tory buff J. Mark Powell. 

HOLY COW from page 6

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear.

Contact sentinel@turley.com
The Sentinel, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS
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BELCHERTOWN – Last week 
in A Girls summer soccer action, 
Belchertown defeated South 
Hadley 2-0. Unfortunately, it was 

not enough to get Belchertown 
in the playoffs as they fin-
ished 3-7-1 this summer. 
South Hadley would squeeze 

in at 4-6-1. These two teams’ var-
sity squads faced off in the Western 
Mass. finals last year, with South 
Hadley getting the win.

Orioles 
grab win

Morgan Litz tries to get around a South Hadley player. Mattionly Marques sends the free kick away. Jill DeBarge attempts to make a save.

Izzy Moreau goes after the loose ball.Maddie DeCosta winds up for a long kick. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Teams clinch 
playoff spots 
as Valley 
Wheel season 
nears close

WILBRAHAM – Sunday’s 
action in the Valley Wheel 
Over-28 baseball league got 
a lot clearer as three teams 
cemented their spots in the 
playoffs while the fourth team 
will be determined by a match-
up this week.

The Twins-Angels game held 
at Bruce Park in Suffield pro-
vided the stage for a preview to 
the playoffs.

The two teams have met 
in the last two playoff finals. 
It will not happen this year. 
Thanks to a complete game 
from Todd Bergstrom, as well 
as a two-run single in the 
ninth inning he also provided, 
the Twins prevailed over the 
Angels 6-4.

The game was close through-
out, with the Angels and 
Twins trading leads a few 
times. Down 4-3 in the eighth, 
Trevor Portlock, of Wilbraham, 
drove home a run with a sin-
gle to make the game 4-4. The 
Angels, unfortunately, could 
not bring home the go-head 
runs, which were at second and 
third with one out. Bergstrom 
was able to close the game in 
the ninth.

With the win, the Angels fell 
to 8-7 and their regular sea-
son is finished. The Twins are 
8-6, and had a makeup game 
scheduled with the Tigers on 
Wednesday at Spec Pond under 
the lights. A win gets the Twins 
to 9-6 and the final playoff 

WILBRAHAM – Last Friday night, 
PeoplesBank Tri-County baseball took down 
DiFranco in the opener of a best-of-three 
series 17-0 in five innings. The Bankers are 
the No. 1 seed in the Tri-County League 
playoffs. They would punch their ticket to 
the finals the following day when DiFranco 
forfeited the second game of the series, giv-
ing the Bankers the finals berth. The finals 
were scheduled to begin earlier this week.

Bankers cash in for finals

Cam McDonald throw to first.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Nicholas Wilken, of Ludlow, swings and 
connects.

Zach Handzel, of Palmer, pitches for 
PeoplesBank.

Ryan Hemenway, of Wilbraham sizes 
up a pitch.

Braeden Lamirande gets an out at first 
for DiFranco.

Agawam’s Cam Rivest delivers a pitch 
for DiFranco Realty.

Dave Clark fields a grounder for Peo-
plesBank.

Please see PLAYOFF, page 12
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❚ SPORTS

BOSTON – In last month’s Bay 
State Games, the Western part 
of the state featured a volleyball 
team. Here is a look at how they 
fared in some of their matchups 
held July 8 and 9:

The Central girls team opened 
up the Girls side of the show-
case with strong play from  Katy 
O’Conne l l   (Nor thborough , 
Algonquin Reg. HS) and  Lily 
Davidson  (Rutland, Wachusett 
Reg. HS), leading them to a 
25-13 first game win. The sec-
ond game saw more of the same, 
as the  Nault  twins  Victoria, 
and   Sab r ina   (Sh rewsbury, 
Shrewsbury HS) also helped 
power Central to a dominant game 
one performance, winning the sec-
ond set 25-12.

Coastal 2, West 0
This match featured an impres-

sive start for the West squad, as 
they held the lead numerous times 
thanks to  Sasha Fyfe  (Dalton, 
Waconah Reg. HS) and  Gabrielle 
Adams  (Greenfield, Frontier Reg. 
HS). Unfortunately, they were 
unable to hold the lead, as Coastal 
stormed back to grab a 25:16 
win in the first set, and rolled 
through the second game as well. 
Although closer in the end, the 
Coastal team found success thanks 
to consistent play from  Haley 
Jenkins  (Dartmouth, Dartmouth 
HS) and Hannah Storm (Swansea, 
Joseph Case HS).

West 2, Southeast 0
During this match, Southeast 

used a 6-point run, along with 
multiple diving plays to help 
propel them to a quick 25-15 
first-game win. In the second 
game, West used great efforts 
from Chloe Schott (Longmeadow, 
Longmeadow HS) and  Gabriella 
Manes  (Feeding Hills, Agawam 
HS), however it wasn’t enough 
as  Zoe Smallman  (Weston, 
Wes ton  HS)  and   Caro l ine 
Gray (Whitman, Whitman-Hanson 
Reg. HS) continued their good 
performances on the day, winning 
the second game 25-21.

The west would play in a chal-
lenge game on Sunday, July 9, but 
did not play in either of the medal 
games.

West showcased in volleyball

HOLYOKE – The Valley Blue 
Sox are the 2023 NECBL West 
Division Champions. In their 
final game of the regular sea-
son, the Blue Sox defeated the 
Keene Swamp Bats 8-7, to fin-
ish 23-18-2 on the season. 

In a game that saw 23 hits and 
four different position players 
on the mound, the Blue Sox 
scored runs in four different 
innings. 

Brendan Yagesh started the 
game for the Blue Sox, pitching 
two innings while allowing four 
runs with three strikeouts. 

Keene got on the board first 
in the top of the second inning, 
following three RBI singles and 
a wild pitch to put the Swamp 
Bats up 4-0 early.

Valley rallied back to quickly 
take the lead back in the bot-
tom of the second inning, bat-
ting around their entire lineup. 
Conor Kiely hit an RBI single 
to score EJ Kreutzmann in his 
first at-bat of the season. Zach 
Ketterman hit an RBI single to 
score Michael Zarrillo.

Will Gale walked with the 
bases loaded, AJ Guerrero hit an 
RBI single, then EJ Kreutzmann 
was hit by a pitch with the bases 
loaded, to allow the Blue Sox to 
take the lead 5-4.

Kurt Thomas took over for 
Yagesh in the top of the third, 
pitching two innings while 
allowing one run. 

Keene tied the game at five 
after Bryan Padillia was hit by a 
pitch with the bases loaded.

Valley took the lead back in 
the bottom of the fourth after 
Michael Zarrillo walked with 
the bases loaded to put the team 
ahead 6-5.

T h i r d  B a s e m a n  Z a c h 

Ketterman made his  fi rs t 
appearance on the mound this 
season, taking over for Thomas 
in the top of the fifth inning. 
The right-hander pitched two 
innings with three strikeouts, 
allowing one run. 

The Swamp Bats tied the 
game at six following an RBI 
single in the top of the fifth, 
but Valley quickly took the 
lead back in the bottom of the 
inning after Guerrero hit an RBI 
groundout. 

Center Fielder Will Gale also 
made his first appearance on 
the mound this season, taking 
over for Ketterman in the top of 
the seventh inning. The speedy 
outfielder pitched one inning, 
allowing one run and striking 
out one batter. 

The Swamp Bats tied the 
game at seven in the top of the 
seventh inning after an RBI sin-
gle.

CJ Willis, a position player 
who has made four different 
appearances on the mound this 
season, once again saw him-
self on the mound after reliev-
ing Gale in the top of the eighth 
inning. Willis pitched two score-
less innings to earn himself his 
second win of the season. 

The Blue Sox took the lead 
in the bottom of the eighth after 
2023 All-Star EJ Kreutzmann 
hit an RBI single to score 
Collier Cranford. 

Willis pitched a clean ninth 
inning to secure the victory and 
division title for the Blue Sox.

With the NECBL Playoffs 
beginning Monday night, the 
Blue Sox remained at home to 
host their division rival Bristol 
Blues in the first game of a best-
of-three-game series. 

Blue Sox win the 
West, playoffs begin

WINCHESTER, N.H. – Joel 
Belanger and Carlos Grenier each 
scored his first career Monadnock 
Speedway victory Saturday at the 
historic high-banked oval.

Belanger  won the night-
cap 30-lapper in the NHSTRA 
Modifieds, while Nate Wenzel 
topped the first open-wheel 
go-round. Grenier earned his 
victory lap by holding Colton 
Martin at bay to win the 50-lap 
Pure Stock main event. In the 
NHSTRA Late Models, it was 
Hillary Renaud scoring her first 
win of the summer and, in so 
doing, becoming the fifth differ-
ent LM victor this year.

Steve Miller Jr. won for the first 
time this year in the Six Shooters, 
and Adrian Smith continued to 
outrun everyone as he dominated 
en route to his third 2023 Young 
Guns victory.

Wenzel’s win in the first 
Modified feature came gift-
wrapped in the form of a Brian 
Chapin/Tyler Leary last-lap tangle 
that saw Wenzel avoid the mess 
immediately before him as he 
darted off to victory.

Chapin had taken control on 
lap three and was probably 
already making plans for where 
the night’s trophy would later be 
displayed when he and Leary, up 
to second on lap 25, jingled in 
turn two as the checkers awaited 
them less than a lap away. Wenzel 
steered clear and blasted to his 
second win of the summer.

In the nightcap, Belanger held 
off all challengers to wire the 
event for his first career victory 
on the high banks. Geoff Rollins 
got up for second on lap 15 but, 
on this night, was no match for 
the speedy Belanger. Rollins was 
the night’s overall Modified win-
ner, putting together a pair of 
deuce runs. Aaron Fellows and 
Scott Zilinski each had a third for 
their hard night’s work.

A field of 21 potent chargers 
went to war in the night’s Pure 
Stock 50-lapper. Carlos Grenier, 
starting up front, had seen victory 
slip away from him in his last out-
ing on the high banks and wasn’t 
about to let it happen again.

He led Dominick Stafford on 

laps one and two, with two-time 
winner Colton Martin then tak-
ing over on a restart and riding in 
Grenier’s shadow the rest of the 
way.

While the lap-two jingle didn’t 
affect the race’s outcome, it 
strongly impacted the mid-sea-
son points chase. Multi-time track 
champ and points titan Chris 
Davis, along with Zach Phillips 
and Andrea St. Amour were the 
big victims in this one, with 
Davis’ early demise dropping him 
to 20th on the night.

Grenier and Martin fought 
hard the rest of the way, with 
Zach Zilinski in close tow until 
2022 Claremont champ Chris 
Chambers claimed third on lap 
42. Grenier, third his last time 
out, prevailed to take a happy vic-
tory lap.

Hil lary Renaud used her 
Saturday victory in the NHSTRA 
Late Models to leapfrog two spots 
in the points parade into second. 
She led all the way, with Haydon 
Grenier – up to second on lap two 
– strong in his runner-up perfor-
mance. Points leader and reign-
ing track champ Tim Wenzel used 
a final-turn blast to snatch third 
from JD Stockwell.

Steve Miller Jr. took the lead 
from Jacob Scott on lap three of 
the Six Shooter feature and never 
looked back. Scott then had his 
hands full for much of the race 
holding off Miller’s father, Steve 
Sr., for second, as Scott, Miller 
Sr., and Andrew Scott took the 
checkers nose-to-tail.

Adrian Smith took the lead 
from Madison Cousino on lap 
eight of the Young Guns feature 
and then blasted off to his third 
win of the summer. Cousino, 
impressive all night, held strong 
the rest of the way to earn her first 
career podium finish in second, 
while Markus O’Neil came home 
third.

After a week off, Monadnock 
Speedway will return to action 
on Saturday, August 5, when the 
high-banked speedplant will host 
another full night of oval track 
racing featuring 50 Lap Mini 
Stock Challenge.

Belanger, Grenier get first career 
wins in Monadnock races

S P R I N G F I E L D  -  T h e 
Spr ingfie ld  Thunderbi rds 
today announced that the first 
installment of the T-Birds 
Community  Caravan pre-
sented by Dunkin’ has been 
postponed to Saturday, Aug. 
12 due to potential inclem-
ent weather this weekend.
The  T-Bi rds  Communi ty 
Caravan will still make a total 
of three stops in the Springfield 
area throughout the summer 
months:

Saturday, Aug.12 - Szot Park 
(Chicopee), 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 19 - Amelia 
Ice Arena (Westfield), 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in conjunction 
with the T-Birds Street Hockey 
Tournament 

Public skating from 10:50 to 
11:50 a.m.

Saturday, Sept. 9 - Forest 
Park & Cyr Arena (Springfield), 
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Each event will feature an 
appearance from Thunderbirds 
mascot Boomer and team 
staff, as well as a wide vari-
ety of activities and vendors, 
including a Dunkin’ Taste 
Truck, street hockey activi-
ties, and various food options.

T-Birds 
caravan 
event moved

spot. But a loss would make the 
Twins 8-7 like the Angels, and 
put the Angels in the playoffs. 
The Angels hold a 2-1 advan-
tage in their tiebreaker over the 
Twins this year, winning the first 
two matchups the teams had.

Elsewhere in the league, the 
Cubs cemented their playoff 
spot, winning their ninth game 
of the season with a 14-12 win 
over the Orioles. The Orioles 
would finish 1-14 and out of 
playoff contention.

The Cubs meet the Athletics 
on Thursday night with the top 
seeds on the line.

The Athletics defeated the 
Tigers on Sunday evening at 
Spec Pond 9-7. Both teams 
have already made the play-
offs this year, but will look for 
momentum in their respective 
games later this week.

The two makeup games were 
necessitated from rainouts last 
Thursday night that wiped out 
all the action about two hours 
before the games were sched-
uled.

The playoffs are current-
ly scheduled for this Sunday 
at Spec Pond with the 2 and 3 
seeds playing at 2:30 p.m. and 
the 1 and 4 seeds playing at 6 
p.m.

PLAYOFF from page 11

Turley Publications sports 
department has recent-
ly joined Instagram. You 

can find our account 
by searching “ tur-
leysports.” We will reg-
ularly feature samples 

of photos that you will see in our 
publications on a weekly basis. 

Please follow and share with 
your friends and loved ones. We 
will be featuring photos from all 
11 of our sports sections, but as 
always, you can see all the pho-
tos that appear by subscribing to 
your local paper or picking up a 
copy in your community.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram

ly joined Instagram. You 

access, safety and innovation, 
the press statement reads. This 
matching grant affords parents, 
families, and community mem-
bers the opportunity to purchase 
a seat or row in the new stands 
that would receive a named 
plaque, with BankESB matching 
donations dollar for dollar up to 
$25,000.

“What an amazing oppor-
tunity for student-athletes to 
have a facility like this to use 
year-round to help unlock their 
full potential,” Sosik said. 

“BankESB is proud to stand 
with our community in Amherst, 
and we look forward to break-
ing ground on such an impactful 
project.”

Organizations and communi-
ty members contributing to the 
Amherst TURF Project can dou-
ble the impact of their donations 
through this matching grant. 
Contributions may be sent to the 
Amherst Hurricanes Boosters 
office at 141 No. Pleasant Street, 
P.O. Box 758, Amherst, MA 
01002, or made on the organiza-
tion’s website at hurricaneboost-
ers.com.

BANK ESB from page 7

interviews with students in the 
Career Readiness programs at 
Monson High and Minnechaug 
for more than 10 years. This 
year, Monson Savings has 
also dedicated approximately 
$25,000 for scholarships to local 
high school students.

At this year’s River East 
S c h o o l - t o - C a r e e r  A n n u a l 
Recognition Breakfast, it was 
announced that Monson Savings 
would receive the Business 
Champion Award for all the 
support it offered to the local 
non-profit.

“We are so thankful for the 
partnership we have with 
Monson Savings Bank,” said 
Amy Scribner,  River East 
School-to-Career director. “So 
many doors have been opened 
for students because of the 

Bank’s support of our organiza-
tion.”

During the breakfast ceremo-
ny, Monson Savings President 
and CEO Dan Moriarty made 
a surprise announcement—the 
Bank would be donating an 
additional $10,000 to River East 
School-to-Career.

“Being a champion means 
making the right decision, at 
the right time, for the right rea-
son. We recognize the value of 
the programs and opportuni-
ties offered through River East 
School-to- Career and this sur-
prise announcement felt right,” 
Moriarty said. “Today’s students 
are tomorrow’s employees and 
leaders. Thank you to the Career 
Facilitators, RESTC Board, and 
Amy Scribner for their dedica-
tion to preparing our students to 
enter the workforce.”

RIVER EAST from page 9

for students because of the 

Send Us Your Sports Photos!
sports@turley.com
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  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

Lic. # 809640 www.LittleFriends39.com

Caring for Children 12mos. - Grade 3
Full day, before and after school programs
and a morning preschool program offered

413-323-8447

We
HaveOpeningsCaring for Children 1 year up to 9 years

Full day, before and after school programs

Lic. # 809640  •  www.Li�leFriends39.com

Li�le Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) 
Belchertown

413-323-8447

H E AT I N G &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

$1399
/each

Right Coolant For Your 
Vehicle Specific Antifreeze

1 Gal.

NAF  NABB53  Asian Blue
NAF  NPGB53  Asian Green
NAF  NARB53  Asian Red
NAF  NEBB53  European Blue
NAF  NNGB53  North American Gold
NAF NN0B53  North American Orange

Family and friends 
honor Quabbin 
educator and coach
BY PAULA OUIMETTE
pouimette@turley.com

BARRE – Family, friends and 
former high school students and 
athletes came together recently 
to remember a man whose drive 
and determination forever shaped 
their lives.

Joseph Michael “Mike” Dymon 
of Amherst, a longtime educa-
tor, athletic director and coach at 
Quabbin Regional High School, 
died on May 23 at the age of 84.

Born in Ware in 1939, Dymon 
attend Barre High School, earning 
the title of Most Valuable Player 
for basketball and baseball. He 
went on to earn degrees from 
Boston University before tak-
ing his first teaching job at East 
Corinth Academy in Maine.

In the mid-1960s, Dymon 
became athletic director for 
Wilmington High School in 
Vermont, as well as coach of the 
basketball and baseball teams. His 
baseball team won the first and 
only state championship ever won 
by Wilmington High School.

Dymon then returned to Barre 
to dedicate the rest of his career 
to the students and athletes at the 
newly created Quabbin Regional 
High School, where he stayed 
from 1967 until his retirement in 
1994.

Dymon was inducted into the 
Massachusetts Baseball Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1988 and the 
Quabbin Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2006.

Baseball was Dymon’s top 
sport, his daughter Rachel said, 
and she remembered attending 
games as a child.

“My grandfather used to 
change the scoreboard during the 
games,” she said. “Every so often 
I’d get to change the numbers.”

A petition was signed by at 
least 26 people in attendance at 

the remembrance held at Barre 
Post 2 American Legion recent-
ly, seeking to dedicate Quabbin’s 
baseball field in Dymon’s mem-
ory.

“I grew up on baseball,” Rachel 
said. “It’s really so meaningful.”

While many remember Dymon 
for being an inspiring coach, 
his role as a husband, father and 
grandfather is where he truly set 
records.

“He made my childhood mag-
ical,” Rachel said. “He just had 
an enthusiasm for everything he 
did…I’m really going to miss 
him.”

Fellow Quabbin coach and edu-
cator Dennis Dextradeur acted 
as master of ceremonies at the 
remembrance, listing Dymon’s 
many impressive accomplish-
ments.

One of the most significant 
being leading the 1972-1973 bas-
ketball team to an undefeated 
Wachusett League championship. 

Although Dextradeur didn’t 
play on Dymon’s championship 
team, he went on to coach varsity 
basketball and led his own team 
to victory 22 years later. 

“That meant a lot to me and to 
Mike, it made a major impact on 
my coaching career,” Dextradeur 
said.

Dextradeur first met Dymon in 
1981, when he was 22 years old 

and just out of college.
Dextradeur was surprised when 

Quabbin’s administrators named 
him as varsity coach at the start 
of his career, with Dymon as the 
junior varsity coach. But years 
later he realized it was so Dymon 
could continue to mentor him, 
while letting him get a handle on 
coaching.

“They knew I would stumble 
in that position, but Mike Dymon 
wouldn’t let me fall,” he said. “I 
always think of that when I work 
with younger coaches…don’t let 
them fall.”

Still coaching after more than 
40 years, Dextradeur credits 
Dymon for his fulfilling career.

“I had one of the most reward-
ing experiences working under 
Mike,” he said. “It’s a debt of 
gratitude.”

Seve ra l  f o rmer  a th l e t e s 
that  Dymon coached t rav-
eled from across the country to 
share their memories, includ-
ing Cliff Duncan, an alumnus of 
Wilmington High School.

“Mike had a gift that transcend-
ed…he was a boundless man of 
energy,” Duncan said.

Duncan said Dymon had the 
ability to look at each athlete as 
an individual, offering them the 
personalized support they needed 
to succeed.

“He would push you out of 

your comfort zone…he read you 
like a map,” he said.

Dymon would also find ways 
to get things his students needed, 
including new glass backboards to 
replace the school’s old tin ones. 

Duncan said the school’s prin-
cipal said the backboards could 
only be replaced over his “dead 
body,” but Dymon found a loop-
hole when the principal was 
admitted to the hospital and out 
of the school for a period of time. 
Through fundraising and his own 
money, Dymon replaced those 
backboards.

Like Dextradeur, Duncan also 
went on to become a coach.

“It made me realize that this is 
important,” Duncan said. “Mike 
always said, ‘baseball emulates 
life more than any other sport.’”

Dennis “The Bear” Davis said 
he injured his knee going into his 
senior year of high school, and his 
doctor recommended surgery. 

This would have ended his 
career, but Dymon pushed for a 
second opinion. It turned out that 
the injury was just a sprain and 
Davis was able to return to the 
court to play his final year of high 
school basketball. 

He went on to become the first 
Quabbin Regional High School 
student to score 1,000 points.

Davis thanked Rachel and 
her mother Ute for supporting 

Dymon’s coaching career.
“Thank you for sharing Mike 

over all these years,” Davis said.
Olen Muir remembered how 

Dymon would bring rakes and 
shovels to all baseball games, 
even earning the “Golden Rake” 
award.

Muir and Dymon were both 
catchers, and would spend many 
car rides just talking baseball.

“He loved to teach baseball,” 
Muir said of his coach.

Al Gray remembers the “gruel-
ing” conditioning Dymon put his 
athletes through, and how it was 
all worth it.

Remembering Mike Dymon

Rachel Dymon said her father made 
her childhood “magical.”

Rayne shared his favorite memories of 
his grandfather with the help of Dennis 
Dextradeur.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Mike Dymon’s cherished Golden Rake Award. Dymon was known to bring a rake 
and shovel to all baseball games.

Mike Richard shared memories of his 
coach and colleague.

Please see DYMON, page 15
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS        SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

COLLECTOR PAYS CASH
for stamp collections,

large or small. Call Ron for sale or 
evaluation

(413)896-3324

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
15’ GRUMMAN CANOE WITH MO-
TOR MOUNT MINKOTA ELECTRIC, 
PADDLES ALUMINUM TRAILER 
FOR CANOE OR KAYAK ALL MIINT 
$850.00 (413)245-7409

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, �re department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Interior 
only $199.00 for average 12x16 room. 
Very neat, references, prompt service 
call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

TOWN OF 
HARDWICK 

HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN
Seeking quali�ed applicants for FT 
Highway Working Foreman. Provides 
direct in-�eld supervision of employees 
working on all phases of Highway De-
partment construction, maintenance, 
repair operations and performs all oth-
er related work as required. Repairing 
heavy equipment and large trucks is 
essential to the position. Responsible 
for maintaining & improving upon the 
efficiency and effectiveness of all areas 
under his/her control as delegated by 
the Highway Superintendent. Send re-
sume or application to Hardwick High-
way Department, P.O. Box 575, Gil-
bertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email 
at highway@townofhardwick.
com  For full job description

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

DUPLEX APT. 2 br., 2 ba., full base-
ment, washer/dryer hookups. No pets. 
Town St., Ware. 413-283-9575

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly 
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-
street parking, coin-op laundry, $1,100/ 
mo includes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 
413-896-1555

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks:_________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #:______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge: ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

First ZONE base price ___________

Add a second ZONE ___________

Add a third ZONE ___________

Subtotal ___________

x Number of Weeks ___________

TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINES

QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN

FRIDAY AT NOON
HILLTOWNS

MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com-
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-
323-1122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 413-
323-6012. Great cuts for men 
and women. A full service hair 
salon. Open Tue-Sat., evening 
hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON INSUR-
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413-
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC.
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  Sou th  Wh i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Scheduling appointments 
Monday-Friday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 413-323-9966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  131, 
Sec. 40, its Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  We t l a n d s 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 
139) ,  the  Belcher town 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, August 14, 2023 at 
7:00 PM in the Lawrence 
Memorial Hall Auditorium, 
located at 2 Jabish Street 
i n  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  M A 
01007 to review a Request 
for  Determinat ion  o f 
Applicability permit appli-
cation submitted by Wendell 
Wetland Services  for the 
confirmation of jurisdic-
tion regarding an isolated 
wetland in a right-of-way 
located between 252 and 
256 North Liberty Street 
(Assessor’s Map 268-34) 
in Belchertown. No work is 
proposed under this applica-
tion. Anyone interested in this 
matter should appear at the 
time and place designated.
08/03/2023

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

 LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  131 , 
Sec. 40, its Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  We t l a n d s 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 
139) ,  the  Belcher town 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on
Monday, August 14, 2023 at 
7:00 PM in the Lawrence 
Memorial Hall Auditorium, 

located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007
to review a Notice of Intent 
for an Ecological Restoration 
Project permit application 
submitted by Fuss & O’Neill 
for the proposed replace-
ment of an undersized 
culvert with a bridge that 
will meet the MA Stream 
Crossing Standards on 
Gulf Road (Assessor’s Map 
206-13, 14) in Belchertown. 
Work is proposed to occur 
within Bank, Land Under 
Waterbodies and Waterways, 
Bordering Land Subject to 
Flooding, and Riverfront 
Area to Scarborough brook, 
a coldwater fisheries stream. 
Anyone interested in this 
matter should appear at the 
time and place designated.
08/03/2023

Public Hearing 
Special Permit
Legal Notice
Belchertown 

Planning Board
In accordance with the 

Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40A, Sections 9 and 
11, the Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing to dis-
cuss a special permit appli-
cation for an accessory apart-
ment by Orin and Mary Ellen 
O’Reilly-Bracey for 110 
Munsell St., Map 214, Lot 10, 
Belchertown, MA.

A public hearing will be 
held as follows:

P l a c e :  B e l c h e r t ow n 
Town Hall, 2 Jabish St., 
Belchertown, MA

Date: August 22, 2023
Time: 7:20 PM
Remote access informa-

tion:
Please join my meeting 

from your computer, tablet 

or smartphone.
h t t p s : / / m e e t . g o t o .

com/173538941
You can also dial in 

using your phone.
United States:  +1 (408) 

650-3123
Access Code:  173-538-

941
Get the app now and be 

ready when your first meeting 
starts:  https://meet.goto.com/
install

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and be ready 
when your first meeting starts:

https://global.gotomeet
ing.com/install/173538941

The application is avail-
able for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Town Clerk and Planning 
Board office, 2 Jabish Street.  

Daniel Beaudette
Chair, Planning Board

08/03, 08/10/2023

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  131, 
Sec. 40, its Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  We t l a n d s 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 
139) ,  the  Belcher town 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, August 14, 2023 at 
7:00 PM in the Lawrence 
Memorial Hall Auditorium, 
located at 2 Jabish Street 
i n  B e l c h e r t ow n ,  M A 
01007 to review a Request 
for  Determinat ion  o f 
Applicability permit appli-
cation submitted by POWER 
Engineers c/o National Grid 
for the proposed subsur-
face geotechnical inves-

tigations in support of 
maintenance an improve-
ment to the existing 301 
Transmission Line right-
of-way (Assessor’s Map 
280-2, 280-3, 280-47, 281-
8) in Belchertown. Work 
is proposed to occur within 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands 
and their 100-foot Buffer 
Zone. Anyone interested in 
this matter should appear at 
the time and place designated.
08/03/2023

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE

This ad is pursuant to 
MA Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 
39A as of August 18, 2023 at 
12 p.m. the following motor 
vehicle will be for sale to sat-
isfy a garage keepers lien:
Vehicle: 2004 Ford F150
Vin #: 1FTPX04564KB27023
Color: Red
LKO: Lucas Merrill
Address: 274 Gates Street
Palmer, MA 01069

Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
08/03, 08/10, 08/17/2023

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  131 , 
Sec. 40, its Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  We t l a n d s 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 
139) ,  the  Belcher town 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, August 14, 2023 at 
7:00 PM in the Lawrence 
Memorial Hall Auditorium, 
located at 2 Jabish Street 
i n  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  M A 

01007 to review a Request 
for  Determinat ion  o f 
A p p l i c a b i l i t y  p e r m i t 
application submitted by 
Sherman & Frydryk for 
the proposed construction 
of a single family home 
and associated facilities 
at Lot H Woodland Lane 
(Assessor’s  Map 267-
25.06) in Belchertown . 
Work is proposed to occur 
within the 100-foot Buffer 
Zone to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands. Anyone interested 
in this matter should appear 
at the time and place desig-
nated.
08/03/2023

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Gray kept in touch with Dymon, 
who always wanted to know how he 
and his family were doing.

“I was one of hundreds of players 
that he had, and he took the time,” 
Gray said.

Mike Richard said Dymon’s mem-
ory was “incredible,” and he could 
remember any stats. However, he 
was not so good at remembering first 

names of his female colleagues and 
would often refer to them as “Missy.”

“The only women in his life were 
Ute and Rachel,” Richard said.

Tommy Gareau talked about a 
faster-than-expected drive to Groton 
for a game with Dymon, joking that 
he must have dreamed of being a 
NASCAR driver outside of coaching. 
During this time, he “met the man,” 
not just the coach or teacher.

In addition to being a coach, 
Dymon was also an avid outdoors-

man, hiking parts of the Appalachian 
Trail with his daughter and traveling 
the world with his wife Ute. 

“Mike’s unwavering passion for 
athletics and the great outdoors was 
infectious,” Dextradeur said.

Dymon’s family asked that dona-
tions be made in his memory to the 
Quabbin Alumni Field Press Box 
Fund, c/o Quabbin Regional School 
District, 872 South St., Barre, MA 
01005.

DYMON from page 13
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Forest Management & Timber Harvesting
Services for Landowners in Massachusetts

Farming The Forest Since 1986

413-461-6829 413-883-2931conkeylogging.com

Minimum 10 acres

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-�e-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

Lic. # 809640 www.LittleFriends39.com

Caring for Children 12mos. - Grade 3
Full day, before and after school programs
and a morning preschool program offered

413-323-8447

We
HaveOpeningsCaring for Children 1 year up to 9 years

Full day, before and after school programs
Lic. # 809640 www.Li�leFriends39.com

Li�le Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

413-323-8447

 HAVE FUN 
LEARNING!

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

REGION - Senior 
dogs have something to 
wag about this summer, 
as The Grey Muzzle 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s 
announced the recipi-
ents of its annual grants, 
and dogs at one area 
animal organization are 
among the award win-
ners.

S e c o n d  C h a n c e 
A n i m a l  S e r v i c e s 
Community Veterinary Hospitals, which has locations in 
North Brookfield, Southbridge, Springfield, and Worcester, 
is one of 90 animal welfare groups chosen from 370 
applicants to receive this grant to help local senior dogs. 
Together the winning groups received a total of $848,000 
in funding to help save or improve the lives of at-risk old 
dogs in their communities, according to a press statement.

“This grant will help us give senior dogs like 16-year-
old Charlie Brown the veterinary care they need,” said 
Lindsay Doray, Second Chance’s Chief Development 
Officer. “No one is more grateful or loving than an old 
dog, and we’re looking forward to helping more senior 
dogs get the second chance they all deserve.”

Over the past 15 years, the national nonprofit Grey 
Muzzle Organization has provided more than $4.6 million 
in grants to support its vision of “a world where no old dog 
dies alone and afraid.” 

“Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we’re delight-
ed to help deserving organizations like Second Chance 
make a difference in the lives of dogs and people in their 
communities,” said Grey Muzzle’s Executive Director 
Lisa Lunghofer. “Many senior dogs in Massachusetts are 
enjoying their golden years in loving homes thanks to the 
wonderful work of Second Chance.” 

COURTESY PHOTO, 
SECOND CHANCE ANIMAL SERVICES

Senior pup, Charlie Brown, and his 
owner 

Senior dogs 
fetch grant 
funding

LUDLOW — Prepare to be spell-
bound as three world-class magicians 
join local magicians for an unforget-
table evening of enchantment at 6:30 
p.m. Aug. 19 in the Polish American 
Citizens Club.

Magic in the Valley will showcase 
the remarkable talents of interna-
tionally renowned Chris Capehart, 
Jimmy C. and Bill Wisch and lLocal 
conjurers Rich Gilbert, Bob Hale, 
Deanna Congo and Jake Dufour. 
This extraordinary event promises to 
captivate audiences of all ages with 
their mind-boggling illusions, come-
dic performances, and awe-inspiring 
tricks.

Witness the impossible, laugh until 
your sides ache and be amazed as 
these world-class magicians take you 
on an extraordinary journey that will 
leave you breathless and wanting 
more. Magic in the Valley promises 
an evening of family-friendly enter-
tainment, making it the perfect event 
for individuals of all ages.

The Magicians 
Chris Capehart is known around 

the world for his award-winning 
magic and charismatic stage pres-
ence, and has been captivating audi-
ences for over four decades. With 
his expertly crafted routines and 
interactive performances, Capehart is 
renowned as one of the most skillful 
magicians of our time.

Jimmy C., a master of comedy 
magic, combines quick wit, impec-
cable timing, and astonishing presti-
digitation to create an experience like 
no other. With his hilarious antics 

and mind-blowing tricks, Jimmy C 
is guaranteed to leave audiences in 
fits of laughter while scratching their 
heads in disbelief. A consummate 
entertainer, Jimmy was the master of 
ceremonies for the Valley Conjurers’ 
100th Anniversary show last year.

Bill Wisch is a distinguished 
sleight of hand artist in the tradition 
of Slydini, one of the greatest magi-
cians of the 20th century. In fact, 
he is the only magician specifical-
ly endorsed to perform and teach 
Slydini’s tricks. Bill has since per-
formed thousands of shows for par-
ties, graduations, and corporations 
and lectured over 600 times all over 
the United States and Canada. He 
performs regularly in the New York/
New Jersey Tri-State area. 

Bob Hale, a beloved, regional per-
former of the highest caliber, has 
been providing magical entertain-
ment for over 50 years for a vari-
ety of audiences. From the Mohegan 
Sun: Casino and Resort to kids’ par-
ties to the Valley Conjurers 100th 
Anniversary show, Bob is a con-
summate entertainer. Children and 
adults alike have been spellbound 
by his performances, making him a 
sought-after entertainer for all ages.

Rich Gilbert has been perform-
ing at parties, banquets, and special 
occasions for over 30 years. As well 
as performing, Rich is an inveter-
ate student of magic and attends 
magic conventions across the coun-
try. He has held numerous offices 
in the Assembly 17 of the Society 
of American magicians. Always a 
crowd-pleaser, Rich is well-known 

across the Valley. 
DC Magic Girl (Deanna Congo) 

has been performing magic for 20 
years. She became interested in 
magic as an acting student in New 
York when she followed a rabbit 
down the hall of her apartment build-
ing to a clown magician who set her 
on the path to magic. She has per-
formed in New York, performed in 
LA, and Texas. 

Jacob Dufour was 7 years-old and 
watching Breaking the Magician’s 
Code when he was bitten by the 
magic bug. As chance would have 
it, he was attending a show by the 
Valley Conjurers and joined the 
group. He’s been practicing magic 
for eight years and prefers stage illu-
sions with an emphasis on comedy 
and danger. He and his assistant Sam 
met at Demented FX, New England’s 
premiere haunted attraction.

Magic in the Valley is a produc-
tion of the Valley Conjurers, the local 
affiliate of Society of the American 
Magicians. 

General admission is $30 for 
adults and $15 for children 12 and 
under, offering exceptional value for 
an evening of top-tier entertainment. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to be 
part of a magical experience that will 
leave you with memories to cherish 
forever.

Tickets for Magic in the Valley are 
available now from Tom Gentile by 
emailing tdgmagic@gmail.com or 
by calling 413-533-7653 for more 
details, reservations, tickets and will 
call.

Evening of magic Aug. 19 at PAC Club




