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Camp attendees
learn about critical
patients lives

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
police department hosted a sum-
mer camp, The Youth Academy,
during the past two weeks. One
of the highlights was a visit from
the UMass Memorial’s Life
Flight Helicopter.

The Life Flight team landed
the helicopter in the field, and
showed the students at the sum-
mer camp how it works and
taught them about the impor-
tance of Life Flight and its use in
saving patients in highly critical
conditions lives.

The team brought along a
stretcher, and took a photo with

Please see LIFE FLIGHT, page 9

Council
discusses
updates

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY - The Council on
Aging got together a few weeks
ago and discussed updates and
new events coming to the senior
center and more.

COA Director Natalie
Archambault held the July 17
meeting. Also, in attendance were
Barbra Hauschild, Stephanie
Pratt, Elinor White, Janet
Montemagni, Joyce Polverini,
Lillian Camus, and Carol
Morrissette.

Please see COUNCIL, page 8

Teens make cards for
kids to show they care

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
Teen Advisory Board at Clapp
Memorial Library hosted a spe-
cial card making event to make
cards for the organization Cards
for Hospitalized Kids.

Cards for Hospitalized Kids
is a nonprofit charitable organi-
zation that donates cards to kids
in hospitals across the United
States that contain uplifting
messages.

These cards are not “get well
soon” cards and are instead
meant to make kids smile by
seeing colored pictures, draw-
ings, and encouraging notes
from other kids from all over.

“I planned this event hop-
ing it would be a fun way to be

creative and social among their
peers while doing a lot of good
for others,” Ruthie, the coordi-
nator of TAB, said.

The event had a fantastic turn
out, with fifteen teens showing
up and making several cards,
even taking some to finish at
home and bring back to the
library.

The card making event
was done during the Summer
Reading Program for the first
time and is usually done in the
winter months.

“Cards for Hospitalized Kids
sends us a thank you card when
they get our donations,” Ruthie
said. “I usually share it with our
Teen Advisory Board when it
comes in so they know that their
time is appreciated.

Please see CARDS, page 4
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A group of the teens who came to make cards, including Alyssa, JenaRose, Adeline,

Ava, and Emily with Cera the Triceratops.
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Student Ambassador-Mini Medical School candidates from the left to right Back row: Jack Lucarelle (Minnechaug HS), Aidan
Dzierwinski (Minnechaug HS), Lucia Hellyar (Belcherfown HS), Ena Amoakohene (Ludlow HS), George Wheeler (Belchertown
HS)Left to right, front row: Michele LaPrade, Volunteer Coordinator, Jamie Bellerose (East Longmeadow HS), Kami Wlodyka

(Belchertown HS), Chloe DaCosta (Belchertown HS), Abbigail Deren (Belchertown HS).
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Students participate in
ambassador program

Baystate Wing
offers the chance to
explore healthcare

PALMER— In an effort to pro-
vide local high school students
the opportunity to explore health-
care fields to help them deter-
mine a career path, Baystate Wing
Hospital launched its first-ever
student ambassador, mini medical
school program. The program is

Contact the Team that Sells... Contact the Team that Understands.

— 5 (413) 813-4479

2, POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM

www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

an intensive two-week mini-med-
ical school where students learn
just some of the many different
roles. Nine local students spent
two weeks in July at BWH rotating
through six different departments,
attending educational sessions that
were both hands-on and observa-
tion, and receiving some training
like CPR, How to Stop the Bleed,
and hand hygiene. Each day they
experienced something new.

Please see PROGRAM, page 4
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Belchertown Twirlers win at Nationals
i

BELCHERTOWN—The Belchertown
Twirlers had twirlers representing
Massachusetts compete at the National
Championships for the United States
Twirling Association and the National Baton
Twirling Association. Delaney Ochs com-
peted at the USTA National Championships
in Fairborn, Ohio on July 10 through July
12. Delaney competed with elite twirlers in
advanced skill divisions. Delaney won 6th
place in Advanced 2 Baton, 8th place in
Advanced Artistic Twirl and 10th place in
Advanced Solo. All of the routines are indi-
vidual solo events.

Ochs traveled from Ohio to South
Bend, Indiana to compete in the NBTA
Championships held July 14 through July 19
at University of Notre Dame with her team-
mates. The Belchertown Twirlers competed
in the week long Nationals Championships
with over 1,200 twirling athletes. Team and
individual competitions are held each day.
Events are judged on the variety and dif-
ficulty of tricks within routines, the speed
used to execute tricks and the showmanship
and presentation on the competition floor.

Belchertown Twirlers are proud to be the
National Winners in the Beginner Primary
Small Twirl Team Division. The team com-
peted in several additional team events and
was awarded 2nd place in Advanced Small
Primary Halftime, 5th place in Advanced
Small Youth Halftime, 6th place in Beginner
Primary Small Dance Twirl and 7th place in
Beginner Youth Small Twirl Team. Members
of the winning teams are Everly LaVallee,
Quinn LaVallee, Emelia Maldanis, Evelyn
Maldanis, Delaney Ochs and Mya Weise.
This was the first year for some of the team
members to compete at the National level.
The team members range in age from 6 to
12 years old.

The Belchertown Twirlers continued after
team wins to compete in individual solo
events. Ochs competed in individual events
in all Advanced divisions which is the high-
est level of competition. Ochs came away
with a 7th place in Advanced Solo and 10th
place in Advanced 2 Baton. Delaney is the
Pre-Teen Miss Majorette of the Northeast
and represented the Northeast in the Miss
Majorette of America Pageant.

Maldanis is the 1st Place Winner in the
Intermediate 2 Baton division. Emelia also
competed in Advanced solo which is the
highest level of competition and came away
with 6th place in solo and also 10th place in
Beginner Strut. Emelia is the Pre-Teen Miss
Majorette of Massachusetts Royalty and
she represented Massachusetts in the Miss
Majorette of America Pageant.

Quinn LaVallee competed for her first

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Front row(l fo r) - Emelia Maldanis, Quinn LaVallee, Delaney Ochs and back row(l to r) Everly LaVallee,

Mya Weise, and Evelyn Maldanis.

time and had many top ten placements.
LaVallee was awarded 4th in Novice Strut,

7th in Showtwirl, and 9th in Novice 2 Baton

and 9th in Team Member of the Year. Quinn

represented the Northeast in the Beginner

Juvenile Pageant.

Everly LaVallee also a first time National
Competitor won 7th in Novice Strut and 8th
in Showtwirl. Everly is the Beginner Tiny
Tot Northeast Pageant Winner and repre-
sented the Northeast in the Beginner Tiny
Tot Pageant.

Evelyn Maldanis took home a 7th place
in Showtwirl and 8th place in Novice

Strut. Mya Weise also competed in her first

Nationals Competition and placed 11th
place in Novice 2 baton and 14th place in
Novice Solo.

Belchertown Twirlers also competed in
duet competition. Emelia Maldanis and
Delaney Ochs competed in the Advanced
division and won 7th place for their winning
duet. Delaney Ochs and Mya Weise won 8th
place in Intermediate Duet. Quinn LaValle
end Evelyn Maldanis won 5th in Beginner
Duet. Everly LaVallee and Quinn LaVallee
won 7th in Novice Duet.

Congratulations to Belchertown Twirlers
on a successful National Championships.
Kristi Ochs is the proud primary coach
of the Belchertown Twirlers and Kristi is
assisted by Cate Senecal, Brittani Ladd and
Megan Senecal. Come join the National
Winning Belchertown Twirlers and sign up
for fall classes through the Belchertown Rec
Dept.

What'’s new at
Belchertown
fair exibit

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Fair Exhibit Hall team
has added new opportunities for
entries in the annual exhibit hall. To
expand on this year’s theme of “Barn
in the USA”, everyone is invited to
join the barn quilt contest. Bring a
photo of a wooden barn or shed quilt
to the Exhibit Hall during check-
in hours or submit it via email to
belchertownfair@gmail.com. Visitors
to the hall during the weekend will
cast their votes for their favorite. The
chosen design will be announced on
Sunday at 2 p.m. and its owner will
receive a $25 Atkins gift card.

Also new this year in both Youth
and Adult categories are “Swifty”
friendship bracelets and Paint-by-
number art. Donna Butler, a long-time
volunteer and the vision behind the
Exhibt Hall decorations every year
will be honored with a new rosette,
the Department 113 “Donna Butler
Award” for best gift basket The full
Exhibit Hall booklet can be found
online at www.btownfair.com/exhib-
it-hall. Entry forms can be submitted
by mail until Sept. 9, and by email
until Sept.14.

Swift River
Sportsman’s
Club to host
Chicken BBQ

BELCHERTOWN— The Swift
River Sportsman’s Club, 350 Cold
Spring Road, is hosting a Chicken
BBQ on Saturday, Aug. 24, from
noon to 6 p.m. Entertainment will be
provided by The Time Trippers from
1 to 5 p.m. Tickets are just $20 each
which includes a meal consisting of
1/2 chicken, baked potato, corn on the
cob and a roll. A cash bar will also be
available.

For more information, including
tickets, please contact Mike at 413-
205-6778 or Ed at 508-981-7249.

Fair program books now available

WARE— The Ware Grange Fair pro-
gram books are here. Individuals can plan
an exhibit by checking out the catego-
ries of exhibits in the fair program book.
Books are available online at waregrange.
org or to receive a book by mail call 413-
284-1135 or email waregrange @comcast.

net. Exhibitors may enter in a variety of
categories including vegetables, fruits,
eggs, cut flowers, baked goods, fancy-
work, arts and crafts, and photography.
Plan your exhibits now for the fair which
takes place in late August. See the Ware
Grange website for schedule and details.

Historical Association seeking volunteers

BELCHERTOWN— The Belchertown
Historical Association is looking for vol-
unteers to give tours of the museum. The
Stone House Museum was built in 1827.
The house portrays family life during the
years 1840-1890. The furniture, textiles,
ceramics and carriages all belonged to
local residents. The museum committed is
offering a workshop for anyone interested

to training to become a docent (tour guide).
The museum is a busy place and requires
a lot of “people support.” Contact the his-
torical association if interested and a date
for the workshop will be scheduled. Please
consider helping in the effort to share the
history and to protect the treasures for
future generations.
Contact: sallyshattuck54 @ gmail.com.
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Dakin celebrates
with lower adoption
fees for cats

SPRINGFIELD— In 2019, the Honorable Domenic J.
Sarno, Mayor of Springfield, proclaimed Aug. 1 “Dakin
Day” in Springfield to honor the organization’s 50 years of
work in the animal welfare industry, as well as the commu-
nity. The event also coincided with the 10th anniversary of
Dakin opening its Union Street location.

This Aug. 1, Dakin will celebrate 55 years of improving
the lives of animals in need and the people who care about
them by keeping them where they belong, together. During
that anniversary week, from Tuesday, July 30 through
Saturday, Aug. 3, Dakin will lower adoption fees for cats
six months and older to $55, and also discount adoption
fees for kittens by $55. The adoption center will be open
from 12:30 to 3 p.m. on each day of the promotion. All
cats and kittens available for adoption will have undergone
spay/neuter surgery, microchipping, and received age-ap-
propriate vaccinations before they leave the building.

According to Dakin’s Executive Director Meg Talbert,
the organization will also celebrate Dakin Day by sharing
stories and celebrating the animals helped within our com-
munity, and those who make our work possible. “Summer
always means lots of animals who need rehoming,” she
said “Cats and kittens, especially, arrive in large numbers

Go Fund Me for Horse Barn

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The New England
Small Farm Institute
has started fund-
raising for the Horse
Barn located on
Jackson Street, built
in 1893.

BELCHERTOWN—The New
England Small Farm Institute
has started fundraising for the
Horse Barn located on Jackson
Street. Built in 1893, this post
and beam barn features a unique
oak block center aisle floor. For
many years, it was home to the
first Therapeutic Riding Center
in Belchertown. The barn has
had minor repairs over the years,

but is now in need of more seri-
ous repair. This entails shoring
up support beams and replac-
ing the roof. Individuals can
access the donation site by typ-
ing in “Gofundme save historic
Belchertown barn”. Please consid-
er a donation to help preserve this
Belchertown treasure.

The New England Small Farm
Institute is a land-based, non-prof-

it organization. It was founded
in 1978, after the closing of the
Belchertown State School Farm,
by a local citizen’s group-Women
in Agriculture, Food Policy and
Land Use Reform to encourage
sustainable regional agriculture.
It currently leases land to sev-
eral farmers and is home to the
Belchertown Community Garden
and the 4-H Giving Garden.

at Dakin, and we’re hoping that by reducing adoption fees
we can help them find homes that much faster.”

People interested in adopting a pet at Dakin can see a
listing of currently-available pets online at https://www.
dakinhumane.org/adopt-a-pet. The web page continually
updates; removing pets that have left the building, and
adding pets who become available for adoption, within
minutes.

Friends of Clapp library host drive-up book donation day

BELCHERTOWN— The Friends
of Clapp Memorial Library are host-
ing a drive-up book donation day
this Saturday, August 10 from 9
a.m. to noon in the Clapp Memorial
Library’s parking lot. Book sales
are the biggest fundraiser for the

library and depend on patrons’
donations. The staff would love to
greet patrons at their car and unload
books, CDs, DVDs, albums, games
and puzzles. Can’t make it this
Saturday? No worries. The library
will be holding a second drive-up

donation day on Saturday, Aug. 10,
from 9 a.m. to noon. The library
does continue to collect donations in
the basement of the library any time
during library hours, but patrons
have to haul them in themselves.
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Veterinary

Hospital
211A State Street, Belchertown, MA (413) 324-1138
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The bucket of cards at the end of the night ready to make some
kids smile.

DOGS ¥ CATS Y RABBITS 3X EXOTICS 7¥
SEEING BIRDS AS OF JULY 2ND

CARDS from page 1
We are excited to introduce our new veterinarian

The cards event was fun, and teens had the ability to let
their imagination rule as they colored, cut, glued, and glit-
tered their cards and made them into something beautiful.

“My favorite part of these card-making programs is see-
ing how happy it makes the teens to be bringing smiles to
someone else,” Ruthie said.

The teens had a great time, and their cards are sure to
make a difference for the kids who receive them.

Dr. Nancy Alperson

Dr. Alperson completed her undergraduate
education at Wellesley College and earned a
joint doctorate in veterinary medicine and
masters of science at Tufts school of veterinary
medicine in 2017. She lives with her husband, 2
golden retrievers, 3 cats, several chickens, a
leopard gecko, a rescued bearded dragon, and
at their convenience, 2 adult sons. Dr.
Alpersons dogs are masters of counter surfing
and getting into the garbage, so she has a
particular fondness with clients with similarly
behaved pets. In addition to dogs and cats, she
enjoys seeing birds, reptiles, small mammals,

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

and other exotics, and she is certified in « Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
acupuncture. Veterinary medicine is her second « First-Rate Used Auto Parts

career. She has many fond memories bringing « Ton-Grade Auto Body Parts Money on
her pets to the vet while toting her two young S II;Y old or U dyC U th‘f* SI;AOI}
children in arms. She is happy to see clients * S¢ell Tour or Used Car to Us Vehoi::Ies

“Serving all of Western Mass.”

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

with any sort of pet, accompanied with or
without children!
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Grant application process for opioid
settlement funds established

BELCHERTOWN— The
Belchertown Opioid Settlement
Funds Advisory Committee has estab-
lished an application process for con-
sidering proposals for the use of the
town’s funding, to be authorized by
the Belchertown Select Board. The
Committee will accept and review
grant proposals that benefit the com-
munity of Belchertown.

The main purpose of the Settlement
Funds is to address and mitigate the
harms and impacts of the opioid epi-
demic in the state brought about by
opioid manufacturers, distributors
and pharmacies. Belchertown has the
chance to use its opioid settlement
funds to prevent substance use disor-
ders, save lives, support harm reduc-
tion, treatment and recovery, and miti-
gate the impact from drug misuse.

Grant proposals will be accepted on
a rolling basis; proposals can be sub-

mitted anytime after Aug. 1. There is
no specific submission deadline, appli-
cations will be reviewed, and recom-
mendations for approval brought to
the Select Board. Funding will be dis-
pensed also on a rolling basis.

Unspent funds will be added to the
following fiscal year’s budget. In the
event that funds for a given year are
exhausted, applicants may reapply in
the next fiscal year (July 1 through
June 30). Any applicant, whether fund-
ed or not, is eligible to apply in the next
year. Applicants may apply for more
than one grant per year, as long as they
are for separate programs. Once grant
applications are reviewed, recommen-
dations by the Advisory Committee
will be presented to the Belchertown
Select Board for its consideration and
final approval.

Statewide guidelines require that the
funds are to be used for the follow-

ing: Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) treat-
ment; Supporting people in treatment
or recovery, including family mem-
bers; Providing connections to care
for people who have or are at-risk of
developing an OUD; Harm Reduction
services, community education, and
outreach; Addressing needs of crimi-
nal-justice-involved persons with assis-
tance around treatment and/or recovery
services and supports; Supporting preg-
nant or parenting women and their fam-
ilies, including babies with Neonatal
Abstinence Syndrome; Preventing mis-
use of opioids and implementing effec-
tive prevention education programs.

To request the grant-making guide-
lines, application forms, and instruc-
tions for applying, send an email to:
opioidcommittee @belchertown.org.

For more information, email the
Committee Chair, Gail L. Gramarossa
at glgramarossa@charter.net.

Tee Off for
women, girls

BELCHERTOWN— Join in for the
30th Annual Zonta Golf Tournament
and help create a brighter future for
women and girls in the community.

On Saturday, Sept. 7, at Cold Spring
Country Club, tee off will be at 8:30
a.m. for a day of fun, friendly competi-
tion, and making a difference.

Whether a seasoned golfer or just
looking for a fun day out, everyone is
welcome. For $120, individuals will
enjoy a round of golf, a delicious box
lIunch, and the chance to win amazing
prizes.

Support directly funds scholarships
and grants that empower women and
girls to overcome challenges and
achieve their full potential.

Sign up today at zontaqv.org/golf or
contact Mary Knight at 413-323-4806.
We also welcome sponsorships from
local businesses. Be a champion for
women and girls. Join in on the green.

PROGRAM from page 1

“I heard about the Student
Ambassador Mini Medical School
program during morning announce-
ments at school and decided to put
in an application to attend,” said
George Wheeler from Belchertown
High School. “I’m interested in a
career in healthcare and thought this
would allow me to explore different
fields of medicine. Every day was
a great experience. During the two
weeks at Baystate Wing, I rounded
in so many different departments
and enjoyed learning from everyone.
I found it interesting to learn about
all aspects of healthcare, from clin-
ical to non-clinical members of the
team, especially liked hearing from
the finance department and the quality
team; together everyone cared that all
patients had a good experience. What
I gained from attending Mini Medical
School is that I have an interest in
clinical rehab, particularly occupa-
tional health, and hope to pursue that
in college after I graduate next year.”

At the end of the two weeks, a
graduation ceremony was held where
each student had to give a 3-4 minute
slide presentation about their experi-

ence and journey through the program
to their family and BWH team mem-
bers. As they shared the highlights of
their hospital experience and journey,
they also shared if they were about
to determine or reaffirm a career path
decision or if they wanted to delve
into a particular area further. The
students also receive a Certificate of
Completion for doing the program.

“The Student Ambassador Program
has been one of the most rewarding
experiences of my career. Not hav-
ing had this kind of opportunity when
I was in school brings me immense
joy to be able to provide the first step
in these students’ career path,” said
Michele LaPrade, volunteer coordina-
tor for the hospital.

The program, also offered at other
Baystate Health Hospitals, is designed
to offer selected high school students,
16 and older, who have a keen interest
in pursuing careers in healthcare, the
unique opportunity to explore some
of the many different healthcare roles
and experience in the hospital setting.

“Our goal is to help them either
make a decision as to what medical
career they wish to pursue or guide
them in taking a deeper look into a
particular field before they make the

decision on what college to attend that
fits their healthcare career choice,”
note LaPrade.

“The launch of the Student
Ambassador Program, Mini Medical
School at Baystate Wing Hospital
marks a significant step towards nur-
turing the healthcare leaders of tomor-
row,” said Karli Barrett, chief nursing
officer/chief administrative officer for
Baystate Wing Hospital. “As the pro-
gram progresses, it promises to not
only enrich the educational journey
of each student but also strengthen
the bond between our hospital and the
communities we serve.”

Baystate Wing Hospital plans
to continue offering the Student
Ambassador Program annually for
two weeks each summer. The hospital
will reach out to local schools in the
coming year with details and appli-
cations for interested students. For
more information about the Student
Ambassador Program - Mini Medical
School program or volunteer opportu-
nities at Baystate Wing Hospital con-
tactMichele LaPrade at 413-370-5295
or michele.laprade @baystatehealth.
org.
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Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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I OPINION

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

I was self-employed and don't have
enough credits for Social Security

Dear Rusty:

For a thirty-year period, I was making a living as an
independent contractor and freelancer.

I was working on behalf of myself. Thus, I was only
paying state and federal taxes when applied. Due to
changes in the employment landscape, I wish to apply
for benefits at age sixty-four, as receiving said SS
benefits would serve as supplemental income to what I
would be receiving from outside sources.

I recently discovered through the SSA that I do not
have enough “points” to apply for Social Security
benefits. What would be the method to obtain those
required points in order to receive benefits?

Signed: Needing Points

Dear Needing:

Social Security is an earned benefit and eligibility
is attained by contributing to SS through FICA payroll
taxes or Self-Employment tax on your net earnings
from self-employment, over your lifetime. You must
have at least 40 “quarters of credit” to be eligible for
Social Security benefits, essentially you must work
one quarter of each year earning at least a specified
amount during that quarter to earn one credit and you
can earn a maximum of four credits for each year you
work.

The amount of earnings per credit varies each year,
but for 2024, work earnings of $1,730 give you one
credit (annual work earnings of $6,920 earn four cred-
its). Usually, you must contribute to Social Security
for about ten years to be eligible for benefits.

You must have earned at least 40 quarter credits to
collect Social Security retirement benefits/ If you have
less than 40 you are not eligible for SS retirement
benefits.

For self-employed individuals, SECA SS tax is paid
when you file your federal income tax return — you
pay into Social Security when filing your annual Self-
Employment income tax return (the self-employed
must pay both the employee and the employer portion
of Social Security tax).

If you did not file an income tax return for each
year over your lifetime you were self-employed, you
didn’t earn any SS credits for that year. You pay SECA
tax on your net earnings from self-employment (after
all business expenses are deducted).

If you are just a few credits short of the 40 nec-
essary to be eligible for benefits, you can still earn
those extra credits needed by working and paying SS
FICA or SECA taxes on your work earnings. For each
$1,730 earned this year, you will earn one SS credit,
up to a maximum of four per year.

But you must contribute to Social Security from
those earnings — if you work as a company employee
you will have FICA taxes withheld from your earn-
ings, and if you are still self-employed you would
need to pay SECA taxes on net earnings over $6,920
when you file your self-employment income tax
return. You would need to do that for as long as it
takes for you to attain the minimum 40 quarter credits
needed to be eligible for Social Security retirement
benefits. (FYI: you cannot “buy” the extra points
needed; you need to earn them by working and con-
tributing to Social Security from your earnings).

One final point: whenever SS benefits are claimed
before one’s Full Retirement Age Social Security’s
“earnings test” applies. The earnings test limits how
much you can earn from working before some of
your SS benefits are taken away. The earnings test no
longer applies after you reach your FRA and, if you
turned 64 this year, your FRA is 67. Self-employed
individuals are also subject to an hourly limit of 15 to
45 working hours per month in their first year of early
retirement.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information
purposes and does not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations
of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the National Social Security
Association To submit a question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory or email
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor for AMAC.
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/ THE NEAREST
CAMPGROUND,
PLEASE..

LETTERS
Letter to the community

Over the past couple of months, instanc-
es of scammers posing as employees of
the Hampshire Sheriff’s Office have been
reported with alarming frequency. Since
mid-May, my office has posted three Scam
Alerts to our Facebook page reminding
Hampshire County residents that under no
circumstance do HSO employees make
calls seeking to extract personal informa-
tion or extort money.

But just this morning we learned of a
county resident who paid thousands of dol-
lars to scammers claiming to be HSO rep-
resentatives.

We recommended that the individu-
al report this occurrence to local police
and we are hopeful that the money can be
recovered.

Although the best tactic is to simply
hang up, anyone receiving such a fraudu-
lent call might also consider visiting the
FBI website www.fbi.gov for information
about how to avoid such scams.

Here are some additional tips from the
Better Business Bureau on what to do if a

scammer calls:

Hang up - don’t press any buttons and,
if you received a voicemail, don’t call the
scammer back. We all like to have the last
word, but returning the phone call may just
give the scammer information they can use.

Don’t trust caller ID - scammers have
technology that lets them display any num-
ber or organization name on your screen.

Never give out any financial informa-
tion - if you did not initiate the call, do not
provide bank account, credit card or Social
Security numbers over the phone unless
you have thoroughly done your research
and verified the caller.

The duty of the Hampshire Sheriff’s
Office is to protect public safety. We want
everyone to stay safe, and to remember,
please, please remember, that my office
will never make, or be a party to, these
kinds of phone calls.

Patrick J. Cahillane
Sheriff, Hampshire County

Turley
Publications
Lefters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the edi-
tor should be 350
words or less in
length. No unsigned
Or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require
letter writers to
include his or her
town of residence
and home telephone
number. We must
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions
deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations,
personal attacks, def-
amation of character
and offensive lan-
guage. All unknown
or alleged facts and
quotations offered by
the author need to
cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel,
24 Water St., Palmer,
MA 01069 or via
email to sentinel @
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com

Thank you for all the support

Dear Editor,

I am writing on behalf of everyone at
Second Chance Animal Services to express
our gratitude and appreciation for the tre-
mendous support we received for the 12th
Annual Second Chance Golf Tournament.
This event was a great success made pos-
sible by generous sponsors and supporters.

The tournament was held to raise
funds for programs to benefit the unde-
served at Second Chance Community
Veterinary Hospitals, a cause near and dear
to my heart. Our four hospitals in North
Brookfield, Southbridge, Springfield, and
Worcester provide access to full-service
veterinary care. Each location offers subsi-
dized rates to those that qualify so all pets
can get the care they need. This helps keep
pets in their homes with the people they
love.

Thank you to the golfers who joined us
for a fun-filled day of golf at Cold Spring

Country Club. We are particularly grate-
ful to our sponsors including Ted and
Barbara Hebert of Teddy Bear Pools and
Spas, St. Germain Investment Management
and Tito’s Handmade Vodka, as well as
all the prize and auction item donors, and
volunteers who made this event possible.
Your contributions helped us reach our
fundraising goals and bring awareness to
our mission. The generosity shown by our
community is a testament to the impor-
tance of animal welfare and highlights the
significant role that animals play in our
lives. We could not have achieved this suc-
cess without the support of our community.
On behalf of Second Chance Animal
Services, I extend a heartfelt thank you to
everyone who supported the event. Your
contributions are deeply appreciated.

Sincerely,
Lindsay Doray
Chief Development Officer

This newspaper will print free self-submitted
statements of candidacy only four weeks or
more out from the election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and uncontested races
are asked to submit their statements to the edi-
tor to include only biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a photo. We will not
publish any statements of candidacy inside the
four weeks from election threshold. To publish
any other campaign publicity during the race,
please contact our advertising representatives.

Turley Election Policy

We also do not allow personal attacks against
other candidates or political parties in state-
ments of candidacy, nor do we publish for free
any information about key endorsements or
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250
words from supporters endorsing specific candi-
dates or discussing campaign issues are limited
to three total per author during the election
season. No election letters will appear in the
final edition before the election. We reserve the
right to edit all statements of candidacy and
letters to the editor to meet our guidelines.
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I GRANBY

Transportation costs
increasing for special
education student

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY - The finance
committee met together to dis-
cuss a request for a transfer of
funds in order to

The July 15 meeting was held
by Chair John J. Libera, and he
was joined virtually by mem-
bers Jennifer Mallette, Scott
Wilson, and Robert Glesmann
1.

Also in attendance was
Todd Dorman, the Director of
Finance and Operations, Cathy
Leonard, the Assistant Town
Administrator, and Interim
Superintendent Mary Jane
Rickson.

The meeting was held virtu-
ally by the finance committee
in order to discuss the request
from the Public Schools of a
transfer of $36,245.03 “to cover
the remainder and dramatic
increase of special ed transpor-
tation”, Dorman said.

“The cause of the short-
fall is that we had a number of
changes to special education
that started after the budget was
approved,” Dorman said.

There was a number of stu-
dents that were in need of spe-

cial transportation, there was
a rise in children currently in
foster care, as well as many that
were homeless and in need of
these rides to school.

This now means that students
will need to pay $22,000 to
$25,000 per student per year.
“It’s gone up dramatically,”
Dorman said.

“Because of increased needs,
we need more monitors on these
vans,” Dorman said. “These
were changes beyond the orig-
inal estimate that was voted on
in June of 2023.”

The students who are deal-
ing with homelessness, whether
from the passing of a parent or
displacement to another town,
now require transportation to
and from the shelters and to the
schools.

The district will be receiv-
ing extraordinary relief from
the state, because of the 125%
increase in what they will need
to spend for special education
this year from last.

The board moved to take
a role call vote and moved to
approve the transfer of funds
in order to support the special
education transportation needs
for this school year.

Town clerk releases voting information

GRANBY— The state primary
will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 3,
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Granby
Jr. Sr. Hight School in the gym-
nasium.

The last day to register to vote
and change Party enrollment for
the State Primary is Saturday
Aug. 24.

In-Person Voter Registration
will be on Saturday, Aug. 24,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Carnegie Buliding aka the old
public library and from 3 to 5
p.m. at the Town Clerk’s office at
215 B West state street.

You may also register anytime
during regular office hours in the
Town Clerk’s office, you can pick
up mail in voter registration forms
at the Granby Post Office, or the

Granby Public Library.
With a valid Massachusetts
Drivers’ License, or

Massachusetts ID you can reg-
ister on-line at www.sec.state.
ma.us under elections, or on
our town website www.gran-
by-ma.gov under the Town Clerk
Department.

Mail in forms must be post-
marked by the Aug. 24 to be eligi-
ble to participate in this primary.

If individuals did not mail back
thier 2024 Annual Town Census
or voted in the past year, individ-
uals may be listed as an Inactive
Voter.

If individuals have any doubts
about their voter registration,
please call the Town Clerk’s
office 467-7178.

Early voting by mail requires

no excuse this is “voting by will”
the last day to file a “Vote By
Mail” and an Absentee by Mail
application for the Sept. 03, State
Primary is 5 p.m. on Tuesday,
Aug. 27.

If individuals did not receive
an application from the Secretary
of the Commonwealth, Elections
Division, you may download an
application by going on-line to
our Town Website under the Town
Clerk Department, or at www.sec.
state.ma.us, or call the town clerk
office at 413-467-7178.

Emailing the completed appli-
cation with thier signature on it
to: townclerk @granby-ma.gov
would be the quickest way for
their application to be received.

If individuals wish to track
thier ballot, go to sec.state.ma.us
voting status and click on Track
My Ballot, or call the town
clerk’s office, 413-467-7178.

Early voting will be held in the
Carnegie Building” AKA “Old
Public Library” located at One
Library Lane. Individuals can
vote Early In-Person on the fol-
lowing days:

Carnegie building hours for
early votingin-person
Saturday, Aug. 24, Monday,

Aug. 26, Thursday, Aug. 29, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Friday, Aug.
30, from 9 a.m. to noon.

If individuals prefer they may
drop thier mail in ballot at the
drop box located at the Town Hall
Annex, 215 B West State St., the
Election Ballot Box is for Ballots,
and Elections Applications only.

The box is blue, red, and white
and clearly state “Elections Ballot
Box.” any other town business
please use the black box label
Town Drop Box.

Individuals must have one of
the following reasons to apply for
an Absentee Ballot:

A registered voter who is
absent from the voter’s city or
town during normal polling
hours; A registered voter with a
physical disability; COVID-19
reasons; Religious belief; OR
A non-registered voter who is
absent from the state; or An active
member of the armed forces or
merchant marines, their spouse or
dependent, or A person confined
in a correctional facility, or a jail,
except if by reason of felony con-
viction.

Mail-In Absentee Applications
must be received no later than
5 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 27 and
the last day to vote Absentee
In-Person in the Town Clerk’s
office is 5 p.m. on Friday, Aug.
30.

Questions or concerns can be
directed to Kathy Kelly-Regan,
Town Clerk at 413- 467-7178.

The Mill District Welcomes

sHerrel[

CLUES ACROSS
1. Nasal mucus
5. Hairs on the

back of a dog

11. Ones who build

anew

14. Consume too

much food

15. Praised
18. Provides

weapons

19. Become less

lively

21. Engine additive
23. Thought or

suggestion

24. South Korean

city

28. Midday rests
29. Expression

of acidity or
alkalinity

32. Very fast
airplane

to do something

30. Group of rockers

33. One who is paid

35. Buzzing insect

36. Monotheistic
religion founder

39. Strong dark
beer

41. Blood type

42. Square
measures

44. Honorific titles
in NW Semitic
languages

46. Present

47. Afflict in mind or
body

49, Duty

52. Municipality in
Stockholm

56. In a normal way

58. Rode a bicycle

60. Charitable

62. Verandas

63. Uncredited

CLUES DOWN

1. No seats
available
2. Russian river

3. A European river

4. Phrase

5. Idol

6. Keyboard key

7. Prefix indicating
mutual

8. Kilometers per
hour

9. Set an example

10. It's among the
“Great” ones

12. VW

13. Murdered

16. Icelandic poems

17. Seas

20. Famed
cartoonist

22. Partner to “Ma”

25. Equal to one
quintillion bytes

26. Speak
incessantly

27. Disquiet

29. Parts per billion
(abbr.)

31. Upper-class
young woman

(abbr.)

34.S. American
plant

36. Monetary unit of
Thailand

37. Regions

38. Baseball legend
Yogi

40. Ancient Egyptian
notion of spiritual
part of humans

43. Fishing net

45, Tinseltown

48. MacBeth’s wife
was one

50. Took a spill

51. Adversary to
pets

53. Town in Galilee

54. Secret racist
society (slang)

55. About aviation

57. Longing or
yearning

58. Hawaiian dish

59. Field force unit

61. Partner to “Pa”

ICE CREAM

Eats, Arts, Shops, & Entertainment

Cowls and Montague Roads, North Amherst, MA

TheMillDistrictNA.com



PAGE 8

THE SENTINEL «- THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2024

i PUBLIC SAFETY
Granby Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby Police
Department responded to 189 calls for the
week of July 19 through July 25. Those
arrested are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law. The Granby
Police Department provides all informa-
tion.

Friday, July 19

10:56 a.m. — While on patrol, an officer
performed a random registration query.
It was discovered that the registration
was revoked due to no insurance and the
inspection sticker was expired. The vehicle
was stopped and the operator was issued
a criminal citation for operating with a
revoked registration, no insurance, and no
inspection sticker.

1:59 p.m. — A resident came to the sta-
tion to report someone opened an unem-
ployment claim in their name. An incident
report was completed.

Monday, July 22
7:51 am. — A motorist reported a minor
accident in the Dunkin Donuts parking lot.
An accident report was completed.

5:26 p.m. — A motorist reported a two-
car accident. Granby Police and Fire
responded. There were no injuries.

Wednesday, July 24
11:15 a.m. — A motorist reports striking a
deer. There were no injuries.

Thursday, July 25

3:41 p.m. — A resident came to the sta-
tion to report being the victim of identity
theft. An incident report was completed.

5:02 p.m. — While on patrol, an officer
observed a motor vehicle traveling at a
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that
the vehicle was traveling at 47MPH in a
35MPH zone. The vehicle was stopped,
and it was discovered that the operator did
not have a driver’s license. The operator
was issued a criminal citation for speeding
and operating a motor vehicle without a
license.

9:15 p.m. — Several callers reported that
a vehicle struck a tree. Granby Police and
Fire responded. The operator was trans-
ported to the hospital with injuries. The
operator was later issued a criminal citation
for speeding, crossing marked lanes, and
negligent operation of a motor vehicle.

4
Brooke Burrow

BELCHERTOWN— The Belchertown
Scholarship Fund is proud to announce
the recipients of its 2024-2025 scholar-
ships. These scholarships are awarded to
deserving Belchertown individuals who
wish to pursue post-secondary education.
The recipients are selected from a pool
of applicants from Belchertown High
School, Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School, and homes-
chooled students.

The Town of Belchertown Scholarship
Committee sincerely thanks all current
and past supporters. Your financial contri-
butions make a real difference, supporting
the education of the town’s children. We
are deeply grateful for your ongoing sup-
port and belief in education.

This year, the Belchertown Scholarship

Emalee Chaisson

Brielle Murray

BSF announces scholarship recipients

Fund awarded a total of three $1,500
scholarships to students who demon-
strated academic excellence, communi-
ty involvement, and financial need. The
recipients of the 2024-2025 scholarships
are:

Brooke Burrow graduated from
Belchertown High School and plans to
study environmental engineering at the
University of Connecticut in Storrs, CT
in the fall.

Emalee Chaisson graduated from
Belchertown High School and plans to
study occupational therapy at Springfield
College in the fall.

Brielle Murray graduated from
Belchertown High School and plans to
study music education at the University
of Massachusetts Ambherst in the fall.

COUNCIL from page 1

Updates to the Newsletter

The board also discussed the creation of
a newsletter that will give the community
updates on what the Senior Center is work-
ing on.

They discussed various items to include
in the newsletter, including what to put on
the front covers, and inside the newsletter
like places to get food.

They discussed the ideas brought up, and
about how they would include sponsors for
ads to be placed inside the newsletters for
local businesses.

They also discussed the idea of including
updates regarding town updates from var-
ious boards and meetings, and updates on
the building of the West Street School.

They also discussed the creation of a
new logo, and what new things to include
in the format of the new newsletters.

They also discussed the Thanksgiving
bags, and changes to be made on how to
communicate which Thanksgiving food
item is being asked for in a given month.

They discussed the format of the front
page as well.

“It’s not just advertising,” a member of
the board explained. They discussed how

Bride’s Name:

Announce Your

Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

Your wedding or engagement
announcement will be included in our
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

y

GUIDE

Bride’s Town Residence:

Groom’s Name:

Groom’s Town Residence:

Wedding Date:

Wedding Location:

BRIDAL GUIDE

EMAILTO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM

800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

Be sure to include
a high resolution, clear
photograph for printing.

to go about providing this advertising in a
way that is beneficial to all businesses in
the area.

Continued discussion of the newsletter
and more will continue in the next meeting.

Director of Senior Services Report

Director Natalie Archambault provided
a report on where the funds from the COA
has gone towards, including office sup-
plies, postage, food for the food pantry, and
more.

They also discussed Archambault’s plans
to have a lady come in from Longmeadow
to do a bra sizing in memoriam of breast
cancer awareness, and an evening yoga
program.

“I want this to be an easy transition for
anyone,” Archambault said. She shared her
plans to make the senior center a place for
anyone to feel like they can come to it.

Movie nights and dance nights were also

Event Name

Send Us You:
Community
Autumn Events

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published September 11, 2024.
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

mentioned as possible plans for events for
the coming future.

Archambault also wants to bring in
other crafts in for the evenings and provide
opportunities for members to learn some
new crafting skills.

Four months into the position,
Archambault is learning new things, and
communicated with the rest of the board
the ways in which she is adapting to the
position, and what she is hoping to accom-
plish within the position.

West Street update
The board addressed the West Street
School and building updates and progress,
and Pratt gave an update that the West
Street Building Committee is working
towards providing more updates on the
project.

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:

Deadline

for Calendar
submissions
_is August 12,

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event”
in the subject line of your email.
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The Life Flight helicopter, ready to save lives.

LIFE FLIGHT from page 1

Comfort Dog Oliver to commemorate the day.

The students got a tour, and some members of the com-
munity gathered to watch the helicopter take off and return
to its home back in Worcester.

“We focused on teaching them the meaning of team-
work, integrity, and respect,” Officer Rivera said of the
week-long Youth Academy.

The camp also teaches the students about marching
ceremonies, an overview of policing, constitutional law,
accident reconstruction, juvenile law, defensive tactics,
duties of the K-9’s, community policing, crime scenes, and
so much more.

“My favorite part of the program is being able to interact
with our youth and show them a little bit of our day-to-day
experience,” Rivera said.

“My favorite part is working with youth from
Belchertown and surrounding communities and not only
helping them learn about law enforcement, but also having
them get to know me in an environment outside of school,”
Off. Krol said.

“My favorite part of the academy is allowing the
children to work as closely with our canines as I do,”
Brougham said. “Teaching them about the various tasks
that need to be performed.”

Off. Rivera, Krol, and Brougham worked hard to make
sure the kids had fun learning together about everything to
do with policing and more.

“I enjoy the entire week and the enthusiasm that is built
during the academy,” Brougham said.

The camp began in 2017, and this year is the fifth
academy after taking a break during the pandemic. It is
for grades eight through twelve and is held once a year
through the summer.

You can find the police department, and the K-9’s who
help serve the community, at the department’s National
Night Out taking place on Tuesday, August 6 from 4:30 to
7 p.m.

The event will feature town-favorite food trucks, Life
Flight will make an appearance until 6:30 p.m., balloon
animal making, K9 demos, and live music from The
Willies.

Grab a chair, grab some snacks, and come and join the
police department at Chestnut Hill Community School to
enjoy a fun night and get to know the people who are ded-
icated to you.

Getting ready to take off.
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I OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Brower, Kathleen Ann
Died on Jan. 9, 2024
Gray-Parker Funeral Home

Curley, Patricia (DuComb)
Died on July 22, 2024
Services July 26, 2024
Beers & Story

Funeral Home

Gojgini, Dr. Babak
Died on July 25, 2024
Services are private
Beers and Story
Funeral Homes

Hickey, Jr., Bert Ellsworth
Died on July 20, 2024
Beers and Story

Funeral Home

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of

obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it
appears. This paper will not
be responsible for more than
one corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any error in
an advertisement to a greater
extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Comments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we're doing.

Your opinion is something
we always want to hear.

Gontact sentinel@turley.com
The Sentinel, 24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 413-283-8393

Kathleen Ann Brower

Kathleen Ann Brower of Port Jervis,
NY died Tuesday, January 9, 2024. She
was 67.

Kathy was born on December 10,
1956, in Brooklyn, NY to the late
Peter L. Cusack and the late Catherine
Cusack.

Growing up, Kathy enjoyed all sports
especially basketball, skating, ping pong, and cheer-
ing on the NY Mets. She had an entrepreneurial spirit
and took pride in owning her own hot dog cart outside
Queens Courthouse. Ever looking for a bargain, Kathy
could frequently be found at flea markets, garage sales
and thrift stores looking for that perfect gift to share
with her family.

After marrying her beloved husband Alan Brower,
Kathy left Queens, NY and spent the next 24 years with
him in Caldwell, NJ and Belchertown, MA. She was a
loving wife and mother. She had a very outgoing per-
sonality and loved to be around other people. She was
a hard worker and spent years waitressing and later,
during her time as a home health aide, was a favorite
among clients. Always one to embrace life and commu-
nity, you could catch Kathy watching Law and Order,
basking near the water, or simply chatting with people
asking questions. Appreciative of the simpler things
in life, Kathleen truly embodied what it means to be
human and was one of kindest people you could know.

Surviving Kathleen are her beloved children, Bryan
Brower and Melodie Neilan and her husband Jared; Her
loving siblings, Vincent Cusack, Nancy Ribando and
her husband Anthony, and Kevin Cusack and his wife
Devi; her grandchildren, Elliot and Owen Neilan; her
very close friend, Rosie Burns and many nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Along with her husband, she was preceded in death
by her two brothers, John and Peter Cusack.

Arrangements by Gray-Parker Funeral Home, 100 E.
Main St., Port Jervis. For additional information, direc-
tions or to send a condolence note to the family please
visit www.grayparkerfuneralhome.com.

Dr. Babak Gojgini

BELCHERTOWN — It is with profound sorrow that

we announce the passing of Dr. Babak Gojgini on July

25, 2024. Born on October 25,

1973, Babak’s journey through

life was marked by dedication.

Dr. Gojgini, a distinguished

alumnus of Tufts Dental School

(Class of 2000) and Boston

College, where he earned his

'ﬁa' MBA in 2003, was a paragon

'e;‘ of excellence in his field. For

( 23 years, he led River Valley

. Dental in Hadley, MA, where

his expertise enriched the lives
of countless patients.

Babak leaves behind his beloved wife, Dr. Andrea
Gancarz, and their cherished son, Andrew Gojgini. In
his wife’s family, he held a special place in the lives
of his mother-in-law, Amelia Makuch Gancarz, his
brother-in-law, Dr. Gregory Gancarz, and his wife, Yuka
Inagaki and their three sons, as well as extended family
and friends. His loving presence was constant in the
lives of his mother and father, Sima and Kaykavoos
Gojgini, his sister, Taraneh Pourkarimi, and her hus-
band, Behzad. His memory will also be treasured by his
grandmother, Parvin Aryani, and extended family and
friends.

Respecting the family’s wishes, services for Dr.
Gojgini will be held privately. We invite those who wish
to honor Babak’s memory to consider making a donation
to the Lymphoma Leukemia Society in lieu of flowers.
For more information visit www.beersandstory.com

Patricia (DuComb) Curley

BELCHERTOWN- Patricia (DuComb)
Curley, 77, passed into her eternal rest-
ing place July 22, 2024 with
her beloved family at her side.
Patricia was the eldest of four
children, born on November
18, 1946 in Ware, MA to the
late George and Catherine
(Ditto) DuComb.

She was raised by loving
parents and she was guided
in life by her faith as a com-
municant of St. Thomas the
Apostle Church. Patricia had
gone on several pilgrimag-
es including St. Francis of Assisi in Italy,
The Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes in
Lourdes, France, The Holy Land in Israel
and World Family Day in Philadelphia, PA
with Pope Francis.

When on a backpacking holiday through-
out Europe, she met a young soldier by
the name of Charles who became the love
of her life for 51 years. They married
September 8, 1973. Their love for each
other carried them through years of shared
interests and adventures. She was especial-
ly proud to be a dedicated military spouse.
As a military spouse, she mentored other
spouses new to the community. Her kind-
ness and willingness to lend a helping hand
to other military spouses created a lasting
connection with many lifelong friends.

Over a span of 22 years, Patricia and
Charles visited many places to include
Europe, Africa, Canada, Middle East and
Mexico. Together they reached their goal
of visiting all 50 Unites States, the 5 Great
Lakes and many National Parks, all in their
home country. As it reads in her favor-
ite poem, “Miles to go Before I Sleep”,
Patricia traveled many miles in her lifetime
and now is time for her to sleep.

Patricia earned her degree in Business
at Becker College and her career began
at John Hancock in Boston, MA. She had
an extensive career history that included
employment as a registrar for the Boston
University Overseas Master’s Program
in Heidelberg, Germany, working in
Departments of Planning and Logistics
while holding a Security Clearance for
the US Army during the Cold War in
Worms, Germany, and working at the VA
Medical Center in Augusta, GA as a part
of a specialized team in Infection Control
and Diseases where she was a Veterans
Coordinator and Educator of HIV/AIDS,
MRSA and Hepatitis. She also attended
the CDC in Atlanta, GA with certifica-
tion in surveillance tracking in Infectious
Disease and Control. During this time,
Patricia was also the coordinator for the
Homeless Veterans yearly stand down and
was instrumental in developing programs
to raise money for the Charlie Norwood

Bert Ellsworth Hickey, Jr.

BELCHERTOWN - Bert Ellsworth
Hickey Jr, 51, passed away unexpectedly
on Saturday, July 20, 2024 in Belchertown.
Born on July 21,1972 in
Ware, Massachusetts, Bert
led a life of passion and pride
for his family, work, pets, and
hobbies.

Bert was born and raised in
Massachusetts. He had a pas-
sion for music, working out,
cars and bikes. He was a true
craftsman who found his call-
ing early in life as a carpen-
ter for Integrity Construction,
where he worked for 22 years. He took
great pride in the work he did there, often
taking and keeping pictures of completed
jobs. He was always building and tinkering
with different projects at home. Bert loved
his dogs Bailey, Bear, and China.

Bert was immensely proud of his large
family, and was sure to tell them often.

Fisher House in Augusta, GA. Patricia
retired in 2011.

After retirement, she and her
husband moved to Belchertown
where she found a welcoming
place in the community. Patricia
loved her home there and was
very social, having many dear
friends. She became an activities
coordinator where she initiated
many community activities such
as raising money for Shriners
Children’s Hospital as a mem-
ber of the Shivering Shamrocks,
plunging the Connecticut River
around each St. Patrick’s Day. She also
initiated Wreaths Across America in her
community.

She navigated life with unparallel patri-
otism, spirit and kindness. She was an
amazing, sweet, kind, truly loving soul who
was full of life, laughter, optimism and
had a heart as big as the world. She will
be missed and remembered by so many.
She was a voracious reader, loved all of
God’s animals big and small, enjoyed gar-
dening, visiting the beach, staring up at a
full moon, walking in the snow, traveling,
enjoying lobster, attending family get-to-
gethers, and was proud of her Irish heri-
tage.

Her most treasured moments were those
spent with her grandchildren, whom she
adored. She was Amma to Finnegan,
Elijah and Elowen Cullen.

She leaves behind her devoted hus-
band, Charles, whom she loved dearly; her
daughter, Coleen Curley and her husband,
Kevin Turner; her son, Joshua (Curley)
Cullen, and his husband, Thomas Cullen;
her DuComb brothers and their spouses:
Anthony and Robin, Mark and Roberta
and David and Phyllis; her 3 God children,
James Bishop, Andrew DuComb and Eric
DuComb. She also leaves several nieces,
nephews and cousins.

We were blessed to have you in our lives
as a wife, mother, grandmother, sister,
cousin and will love you for all eternity.
She leaves behind a legacy of love and
kindness that will continue to inspire all
who knew her.

A visitation was held Friday, July 26th
at the Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral
Home from 9:00am-11:00am. A Funeral
Mass followed at 12:00pm at St. Thomas
the Apostle Church in Palmer. Burial was
held at St. Thomas Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a
monetary donation or donating your time
to Shriners Children’s Hospital at 516
Carew St. Springfield, MA or plant a tree
in Patricia’s memory. In her honor, we ask
you to do something nice for someone
today. For more information, please visit
www.beersandstory.com

He leaves behind four children: his son
Brett Hickey, his daughters Sarah Hickey
and Justine Hickey, and his stepson Austyn
Provost. He meant the world to
his grandson, Oliver Hickey. He
also leaves his mother Georgia
“Mazie” Gaudette; his father Bert
Hickey; his sisters Laurie Smith,
Tracey Jarvis and her husband
Lester Jarvis, Jennifer Hickey,
and April Hickey-Guy and her
husband Wade Guy, and many
nieces and nephews, who consid-
ered him to be the cool uncle.

Bert will be remembered as the
life of the party, with a laugh that was con-
tagious. He will truly be missed. Bert, we
hope that you rest easy with Jimmy.

A celebration of life will be held at a
later date. Arrangements have been
entrusted with Beers & Story Belchertown
Funeral Home. Please visit www.beersand-
story.com.

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

+Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs «

707 Main St., Amherst, MA » 413-253-5212

www. DorseyMemorials.com

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.
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Post 239 scores win

in Legion playoffs

BYTIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN-—Jake
Waller and Brady Perkins
were teammates on the 2023
Belchertown varsity base-
ball team. The duo reconnected
this summer as members of the
Belchertown Post 239 Senior
Legion baseball team, which fin-
ished the regular season in first
place with a 15-0-1 record.

Perkins and Waller helped
Belchertown defeat Sheffield Post
340, 5-1, in a District 3 quarter-
final home playoff game, last
Monday night.

“All of these guys are having a
lot of fun playing baseball togeth-
er this year,” said Belchertown
manager Todd McDonald. “Brady
did his job on the mound in
tonight’s game. Then Jake came

in and pitched very well. He’s
been reliable all season long.”

Perkins, who’s a lefthander,
was a freshman pitcher on
the Framingham University
baseball team this past
spring. He hurled the first ~ /
4 2/3 innings in the
quarterfinal game \
allowing one run /
on just one base
hit with four walks
and six walks. It
was Perkins’ final start o f
his Legion career on the base-
ball diamond located next to
Belchertown High School. He fin-
ished the game at first base.

“I really didn’t think about this
being my final start on this field,”
Perkins said. “I’ve pitched a lot of
memorable games on this field.
I really enjoyed playing base-
ball for both the high school and

i

Brady Perkins
sends a pitch
home.

Legion teams during the past

several years.”

Waller, who’ll be a senior at
Belchertown High School in the
fall, took over on the mound with
the bases loaded with two outs in
the top of the fifth inning.

Holding a slim 2-1 lead, Waller
escaped the bases loaded jam
without having to throw a pitch,
as he picked off the runner at first
base.

“Sheffield had one their best
hitters at the plate with the bases
loaded in the fifth inning. I just
wanted to avoid facing him at
all costs,” said Waller, who’s a
righthander. “ Brady and I set up

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Dom Aloisi slides safely into third base.

the pickoff play when we were
standing together on the mound.
It turned out to be a very big play
in the game and it also took the
pressure off me.”

Perkins gave his thoughts about
the biggest play of the entire
game.

“The pickoff play to end the
fifth was amazing,” he said. “We
did the same thing in a high

school game a few years ago.”

Waller wound up being the
winning pitcher in the playoff
game against Sheffield (7-11-1),
who defeated Westfield in a first
round game the previous day. He
allowed two singles during the
final two innings.

Waller was also the winning

Please see LEGION, page 12

Jacob Rose looks to make a pass.

Jacob Rose
gets the

header. - _‘ BOys B
finishes just

short of
playoff spot

Belchertown B Boys sum-
mer soccer team wrapped
up regular season action

B Division, just outside of

action this fall.

BELCHERTOWN - The o

last week. The boys fin-
ished 3-5-3 for 12 points. The
Orioles finished ninth in the

playoff spot. Members of this
team will be gearing up for
freshman and junior varsity

a

Pioneers defeated in
second round of playoftfs

LUDLOW - After a phe-
nomenal season, the Western
Mass. Pioneers were defeated
for just the third time this sea-
son. The Pioneers lost 2-1 against

Lawrence Goddard sends a shot on goal.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Lionsbridge FC on the road. The
Pioneers opened up the play-
offs with a 3-1 win against FC
Motown. The Pioneers season
ends at 13-3-1.

Kwame Adu-Gyamfi tries to keep the
ball from going over the sideline.
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Quabbin regular season nearing end

WEST SPRINGFIELD —
The Quabbin Valley Over-
28 Baseball League contin-
ues Sunday morning action
into August with just three
more games remaining in
its regular season. So far,
the Orioles are at the top of
the league followed by the
Tigers in second place. The
Quabbin League playoffs
will follow, and this year,
the league will be hosting
a fall league for players 28
and over.

T

Mt s 2T A

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
The Tigers’ Brad Bullough delivers a pitch.
L]

Colin Fecteau makes a throw across
the diamond.

-\'.'--l-“'.-.:.""_--.:.-

The Braves Jamie Ryan throws fo first.

Justin Morin fields the bouncer to third.

Adam Kinney, of Wilbraham, delivers a
pitch for the Braves.

Mike Hopkins takes
win in Calef 125

WALPOLE, N.H. - A busy
stretch of four races in four
weeks for the Granite State
Pro Stock Series wraps up this
Friday night at one of the series’
staple venues.

Lee USA Speedway, only
a short drive from the New
Hampshire seacoast, welcomes
the GSPSS back for their first
of two visits this year with this
Friday’s Clash on Calef 125.

Unique among the tracks on
this year’s GSPSS itinerary,
Lee hosts its own regular Pro
Stock division, welcoming the
class back to its weekly pro-
gram a few years ago. Lee’s own
big-ticket Pro Stock shows ear-
lier this year boasted plenty of
names familiar to GSPSS fans
and followers. But Friday night’s
showdown, named for the state
highway on which Lee has been
situated since the 1960s, is the
first opportunity for those Pro
Stock wheelmen to score points
toward the series crown.

That contest took an intrigu-
ing turn Saturday evening at
Speedway 95, with hometown
hero Mike Hopkins the fifth dif-
ferent driver to wave the GSPSS
checkered flag this season. The
two strongest title threats in
attendance, Casey Call and Evan
Beaulieu, each faced their own
pitfalls in the race. But where
Call exited early with chassis

damage, Beaulieu recovered
from a mid-race spin to finish
fifth, chipping away at Call’s
healthy advantage.

Call’s calamity ended a sea-
son-opening streak of finish-
ing no worse than fourth, while
Beaulieu has back-to-back top-
fives after a slow start. Both
drivers have a lot of work ahead
to be ready for Friday, and with
the season’s deepest entry list in
hand, winning promises to be a
tall order.

A trio of Maine rookies have
run the majority of the races this
year, with Jamie Wright, Morgan
Call and Miller Buzzell all set
to carry on their season-long
efforts at Lee. Joining them from
the Pine Tree State is veteran
Gary Smith and multi-track tit-
list Dave Farrington, Jr., who
won his GSPSS debut back in
2016.

Wiscasset Speedway veteran
and 2023 Speedway 95 winner
Josh St. Clair is on the entry list,
as well as Nick Jenkins and Matt
Dow. Cole Robie, who hails
from Maine, but has Granite
State ties through his father
Jarod and grandfather Carleton,
plans to make his series debut as
he graduates from Legends and
Bandoleros into full-size fen-
dered cars this season.

Please see RACE, page 16

Big inning
leads Blue
Sox to win

HOLYOKE- After the Blue Sox
took both games of Saturday’s dou-
ble-header, they were hungry for
more against the Westerners on
Sunday afternoon.

Valley capitalized on an eight-
run seventh inning to win Sunday’s
game 13-5. The Blue Sox continue
to cushion their lead of the eighth
seed in the NECBL playoff picture.

Danbury starter Alex Mach strug-
gled early and gave up four runs in
the bottom of the second inning.
Blue Sox designated hitter Jay Bant
hit his third home run of the sea-
son. Two of those runs were scored
as unearned as Danbury made
two errors (one on catcher Roman
DiGiacomo and second baseman
Carl Schmidt). After two innings, it
was 4-0 Valley.

Danbury chipped its way back
into the game, scoring one run in the
third, fourth and fifth innings. In the
top of the sixth inning, Danbury left
fielder Jaden Sheffield, son of Major
League Baseball superstar Gary
Sheffield, struck out looking and
was ejected by home plate umpire
David Speranza.

Going into the top of the seventh
inning, Valley had the 4-3 lead. KJ
Lavoie surrendered singles to Kobe
Mentzer and Lorenzo Rios. Danbury
took a 5-4 lead going to the bottom
of the inning.

Mach entered the bottom of
the inning and was taken out after
immediately loading the bases on
an E4, walk and single. Max Foster
entered the game and got two quick
groundouts.

Jonathan Hogart and Bant sin-
gled in runners. Anthony Scarabino
walked and Zev Moore also singled
in runners. Kyle Henington capi-
talized the eight-run seventh inning
to make it 12-5. Valley tacked one
more in the bottom of the eighth and
won 13-5.

LEGION from page 11

pitcher in the Orioles 2-1 victo-
ry at Blackstone Valley Regional
Vocational School in a Division 3
round of 32 game on June 3.

“Jake is a talented pitcher, and
he has a lot of potential,” Perkins
said. “I think he can definitely
play baseball at the college level
in a couple of years.”

Waller looks up to Perkins as
a mentor.

“Brady is a college pitcher and
I'm trying to follow in his foot-
steps,” Waller said. “It has been a
lot of fun being teammates with
him again on the Legion baseball
team this summer.”

Four other members of the
Belchertown Legion baseball
team also played for the Orioles
varsity baseball team last spring.
They are Evan Ferguson, Derek
Gould, Ryan Gould, and Ian
McDonald.

“Evan, Ryan, lan, and I are
all going to be seniors this year
and I'm looking forward to being
teammates with them again on
the varsity and Legion baseball
team’s next year,” Waller said.
“This is also Derek’s final year
playing for the Legion team.”

Ian McDonald, who was
Belchertown’s starting shortstop,
had two of his team’s nine base
hits. He led off the bottom of the
first inning with an infield hit and
advanced to second base on a
throwing error. McDonald scored
the game’s first run when left-
fielder Cooper Beckwith lined a
double off righty Ben Kelly down
the left field line. Then Perkins,
who also had a pair of hits in the
quarterfinal game, helped himself
with an RBI single up the middle
into centerfield.

Belchertown held onto the 2-0
lead until the fifth inning.

Sheffield’s only run crossed
the plate on a comebacker by
pinch hitter Mabel Joyce, but
the visitors from the Berkshires

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Ryan Gould makes a throw to second.

couldn’t take the lead.

With one-out in the bottom
half of the frame, third baseman
Pat Fitzgibbons hit a towering
two-run home run over the cen-
terfield fence. The Sheffield
centerfielder was injured after
tumbling over the fence trying to
make the catch. He was taken to
a local hospital by ambulance to
be checked out.

“You never want to see any
player get injured during a
game,” Todd McDonald said.
“He made a great effort on that
play and we’re hoping that he’ll
be fine.”

Waller also drove home a run
during that inning with a sacrifice
fly, which gave the home team a
5-1 lead.

The Belchertown defense
turned a 6-4-3 inning ending dou-
ble play in the sixth inning.

Waller gave up a single to left
field with two outs in the seventh
before ending the game with a
strikeout.

Belchertown’s postseason jour-
ney continued with a 2-0 shut-

Cody West fires a throw back to the
infield.

able due to rain.

The Post 239
squad returned home
last Wednesday night
and squeaked out
a 6-5 win against
Aldenville Post 337
in the District 3
championship game.

Belchertown, who
were also the District
3 champions a year
ago, were one of the
eight Senior Division
Legion teams who
moved on to the
double-elimination
state tournament at
Holy Cross College
in Worcester, which
began last weekend.

Patrick Fitzgibbons makes the out at first.

out victory against Wilbraham
in the semifinals the following
night. That contest was moved
to Minnechaug Regional
in Wilbraham because the
Belchertown field was unplay-

The Massachusetts
state champion
and runner-up will
be moving on to the Northeast
Regionals, which is scheduled to
start on August 7 at Gill Stadium
in Manchester, New Hampshire.
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Dean’s List at Purchase College
for the Spring 2024 semester

Gabriel Hennessy of Amherst, MA, has been named to
Purchase College’s Dean’s List for the Spring 2024 semes-
ter. Hennessy is studying Visual Arts.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List, students must carry a
semester GPA of 3.5 for Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of
Science programs and 3.75 for Bachelor of Fine Arts and
Bachelor of Music Performance programs. They must take
a minimum of 12 credits.

Western New England University
honors Class of 2024

Western New England University held its undergraduate
commencement ceremony on May 19 at the MassMutual
Center, celebrating the Class of 2024. Congratulations and
best wishes to the newest Golden Bear Alumni. WNE is
proud of you!

Mutaz Almubarak of Amherst, MA graduated with a
BA in Communication/Public Relations.

Riwa Chehimi of Amherst, MA graduated with a BSE
in Computer Engineering.

Abigail Dallmann of Amherst, MA graduated Magna
Cum Laude with a Juris Doctor.

Hamza Abdella Wahhas of Amherst, MA graduated
Cum Laude with a BS in Computer Science.

Callaghan E. Daskam of Belchertown, MA graduated
with a BSBA in Marketing. Callaghan also graduated with
a minor in Management.

Noah Michael Pare of Belchertown, MA graduated
with a MS in Engineering Management.

Alexa N. Brown of Belchertown, MA graduated with a
Juris Doctor.

Devon J Overgaard of Belchertown, MA graduated
Magna Cum Laude with a BSE in Electrical Engineering.

Haleema Majid of Belchertown, MA graduated with a
BS in Health Studies.

Hayley Rae Boisjolie of Granby, MA graduated with a
BS in Health Sciences. Hayley also graduated with a minor
in Chemistry and Psychology.

Julia Lauren Frappier of Granby, MA graduat-
ed Summa Cum Laude with a BSBA in Pharmaceutical
Business. Julia also graduated with a minor in Marketing.

Morgan T. Lukasik of Granby, MA graduated Magna
Cum Laude with a Doctor of Occupational Therapy.

Connor James Moriarty of Granby, MA graduated
with a MS in Pharmaceutical Sciences.

Dean’s List honors announced
at Tufts University

Tufts University recently announced the dean’s list for
the Spring 2024 semester. Dean’s list honors at Tufts
University require a semester grade point average of 3.4 or
greater.

Quinn Hampson, Class of 2026, of Amherst

Adda Hennessey, Class of 2026, of Amherst

Evan Hu, Class of 2024, of Amherst
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Anna Quiros graduates from
Tufts University

Tufts University awarded more than 2,800 degrees
across all schools during its ceremony commemorating the
accomplishments of the Class of 2024.

Anna Quiros of Amherst graduated Summa Cum Laude
with a degree in Mechanical Engineering (BSME) from
Tufts University.

Fairfield University congratulates
Spring 2024 Dean’s List

Fairfield University student Christopher D. Chumbley
of Belchertown, received Dean’s List Honors for the
Spring 2024 semester.

In order to be placed on the Dean’s List, students must
have completed a minimum of 12 credit hours in a semes-
ter, have no outstanding or incomplete grades for that
semester, and have attained a semester grade point average
of 3.50 or better.

WNEU celebrates Spring 2024
semester Dean’s List

Western New England University (WNE) takes immense
pride in recognizing the outstanding academic achieve-
ments of over 670 students who have been named to the
Dean’s List for the Spring 2024 semester.

A WNE education provides career-span agility through
a curriculum grounded in professional/experiential studies,
enhanced by the liberal arts, and enriched by mentored
research that equips graduates to adapt and succeed in the
workplace of the future.

Molly Berenson of Belchertown, MA is working toward
a BA in Elementary Education/Psychology.

Kiley Queiros of Belchertown, MA is working toward a
BA in Psychology.

Robert Wargulewski of Amherst, MA is working
toward a BS in Computer Science.

Jack Hartling of Granby, MA is working toward a BS
in Computer Science.

Eric Puffer of Granby, MA is working toward a BS in
Computer Science.

Carrick Remillard of Granby, MA is working toward a
BS in Computer Science.

Alexander Galusha of Granby, MA is working toward a
BS in Computer Science.

Evan Stewart of Amherst, MA is working toward a BS
in Criminal Justice.

Laura Hastings of Belchertown, MA is working toward
a BSBA in Finance.

Callaghan Daskam of Belchertown, MA is working
toward a BSBA in Marketing.

Devon Overgaard of Belchertown, MA is working
toward a BSE in Electrical Engineering.

Richard Groux of Belchertown, MA is working toward
a BSE in Engineering.

Nicholas Adzima of Belchertown, MA is working
toward a BSE in Mechanical Engineering.

Uo

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars e Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping
REECE * new installation
* repairs
AUTO BODY g gy yseton
323-6664 p
FREE ESTIMATES o
Old Springfield Road Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

WNEU Spring 2024 semester
President’s List

Western New England University (WNE) takes immense
pride in recognizing the outstanding academic achieve-
ments of over 540 students who have been named to the
President’s List for the Spring 2024 semester.

A WNE education provides career-span agility through
a curriculum grounded in professional/experiential studies,
enhanced by the liberal arts, and enriched by mentored
research that equips graduates to adapt and succeed in the
workplace of the future.

John Gelinas of Belchertown, MA is working toward a
BA in Law & Society.

Cylie Kirejczyk of Granby, MA is working toward a BA
in Political Science.

Caitlin Bradshaw of Belchertown, MA is working
toward a BA in Psychology.

Alyssa Keeler of Belchertown, MA is working toward a
BS in Actuarial Science.

Briyanna Coelho of Granby, MA is working toward a
BS in Biology.

Argel Hernandez Amaya of Amherst, MA is working
toward a BS in Computer Science.

Hamza Wahhas of Amherst, MA is working toward a
BS in Computer Science.

Brody Dugger of Belchertown, MA is working toward a
BS in Computer Science.

Nicole Hubbard of Belchertown, MA is working
toward a BS in Criminal Justice.

Nicholas Parker of Granby, MA is working toward a
BS in Criminal Justice.

Olivia Applegate of Belchertown, MA is working
toward a BS in Health Studies/OTD.

Tara Richards of Belchertown, MA is working toward
a BS in Psychology.

Maxwell Sands of Granby, MA is working toward a
BSBA in Finance.

Jordan Croteau of Granby, MA is working toward a
BSBA in Finance.

Lindsey Chrabascz of Belchertown, MA is working
toward a BSBA in General Business.

Natalie Loudon of Belchertown, MA is working toward
a BSBA in Marketing Communication/Advertising.

Connor Asselin of Granby, MA is working toward a
BSBA in Sport Management.

Cameron Burnham of Belchertown, MA is working
toward a BSE in Computer Engineering.

Tyler Borrell of Amherst, MA is working toward a BSE
in Mechanical Engineering.

Dylan Laramee of Granby, MA is working toward a
BSE in Mechanical Engineering.

Local resident graduates from
Dickinson College

Sarah Ruth Tepfer, daughter of David Tepfer and
Marci Lowy of Ambherst, Mass., graduated summa cum
laude from Dickinson College on May 19 with a BS in
biochemistry & molecular biology. Other recognition
included: dean’s list, The Louise Hauer Greenberg Prize
for Excellence in Biochemistry. Tepfer is a graduate of
Ambherst Regional High School.

USTNES

H
NNECTIO

HELP WANTED
Counter
Help Needed

~ apply within ~

Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: -
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA the Good
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296 Stuff

{890 AUTO PARTS

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN

Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 ¢ Gell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsIinc.com

Turley?)

www.turley.com

12 community newspapers

Publications, InC.  413-283-8393 to advertise

Proud publishers of

Call Maureen at

your business here
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

NINE MAPLE SLABS, each ap-
prox. 3'x8'x2; stored outside, heavy.
Holyoke, best offer. (671) 232-9051.

FIREWOOD

BUNDLES - KILN DRIED
FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!
Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd,
Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

(Retro World)

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.
Indian Orchard, MA

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware,
books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more Donald Roy (860)
874-8396

e
| JUNK REMOVAL _

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and

Removal Service

2+xxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

EXCAVATING

COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing
in Title 5 septic repair and installation.
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292, email: gigluss@mail.com

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION

BALLROOM DANCE
Private lessons for couples, wedding,
date, time and reirees! Summer spe-
ciall Fun, easy, and relaxing — swing,
tango, plus...Call Brian 413-265-
6993.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

MATT GUERTIN
LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

PAVING

STANLEY AND SONS PAVING.
Driveways, parking lots, roadways,
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount,
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 22 | 2 | 28 et
2% Baszpice | 26 mezpia | 27 mszice) 28 Base P
29 Basepice |30 sszpia | 31 sasgprice| 32 i
33 szprce | 34 ssztica| 35 mazpics) 36 Baseprics
7 Beesas | 38 Pestimge| 39 P | 40 B abi0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard L VISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

m

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
Residential removal of trees,
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP
& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AND REPAIRABLE

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CAMPERS

40’ SEASONAL CAMPER. Coast-
al Pines Campground, Wells, Maine.
2019 Wildwood DLX, 2 br., 2 bath,
screenroom, shed. Pictures available
upon request. $59,400. 774-764-
9414,

CHURCH ORGANIST/
PIANIST WANTED
First Congregational Church of
Chester is looking for a Church Or
ganist or Pianist. Paid position, it takes
about one hour each Sunday. If inter-
ested, please call 413-685-5074.

PART-TIME CONCRETE FINISH-
ER. Driver’s license preferred. Retirees
welcome. Call Mo 413-244-5520.
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TOWN OF
WILBRAHAM

ASST. ADULT SERVICES
LIBRARIAN - P/T
ENGINEERING TECH/FIELD
INSPECTOR
IT SUPPORT/WEBSITE TECH
YOUTH SOCCER OFFICIAL

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill
several vacancies. For application and
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov. EOE

vl

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

FIRST FLOOR, 1-bedroom, fur
nished apt. in Hampden, Mass.
No smokers/no pets. $225/week.
$450/1st, $450/15th. References, se-
curity/first/last. For more information,
413-317-3561.

Call us at 413.283.8393

All real estate advernsmg in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

NOTICE AND ORDER
OF PUBLIC SALE OF
VEHICLE
Parts Warehouse
1206 Hwy 501 Business
Conway, SC 29526
PLAINTIFF(S)

Vs
Michael Johnson
30 North St.
Belchertown, MA 01007
DEFENDANT

By the authority vested in
me by Section 29-15-10 of
the SC code of Laws, 1976, as
amended, I will sell at Public
Auction the below listed vehi-
cle.

2007 Toyota Corolla
VIN: JTDBR32E07011209
Sale Will Take Place:
Parts Warehouse
1206 Hwy 501 Business
Conway, SC
September 9, 2024
at 10 a.m.
08/01, 08/08, 08/15/2024

Notice of Public Sale

Notice is hereby given
that LocalStorage Granby
will sell the contents of the
storage units listed below at a
public auction to satisfy a lien
placed on the contents (pur-

The S

Sentinel

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

W|O|(d|T|Hd|dA|TJT|> Mm|T

> 0|0

Regulation of Trade Chapter
105A. Self-Service Storage
Facility. The sale will take
place at the website http://
www.StorageTreasures.
com. The sale will be con-
ducted on http://www.
StorageTreasures.com, under
the guidance of Christopher
Rosa (AU005857) on behalf
of the facility’s management.
Units will be available for
viewing prior to the sale on
http://www.StorageTreasures.
com. All sales are final. Seller
reserves the right to with-
draw the property at any time
before the sale or to refuse
any bids. The property to be
sold is described as general
household items unless other-
wise noted.

LocalStorage Granby,
138 W State St, Granby,
MA 01033 will list storage
units on the website http://
www.StorageTreasures.com
until sold or disposed of on
August 22, 2024, 10:00AM.

#110 Kelly Waters

#040 Ora Ermold

#033 Edward Blanchard

#032 Edward Blanchard
08/01, 08/08/2024

In accordance with the
provisions of Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 40A,
Section 11 the Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Wednesday
August 21, 2024 at 6:00 PM.

This hearing will be
held in the Select Board’s
meeting room of Lawrence
Memorial Hall, 2 Jabish
Street, Belchertown, MA on
the application from Cedar
Construction, LLC seeking
a Special Permit §145-69 to
construct a Duplex §145-11
attachment 1:1 at 5 Bay Road
Map 108 Parcel 45 in zoning
district B1.

Any Person interested and
wishing to be heard should
appear at the time and place
designated.

Jennifer Sharrow,

Chair Person

Zoning Board of Appeals
08/01, 08/08/2024

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

L
A
D
Y
H

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

BUSINESS SERVICE

RECTORY

AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com-
plete Auto Body, Paint
& Repair” auto glass,
computerized paint matching,
also routine car maintenance.
Free estimates. Old Springfield
Road, Belchertown.
413-323-6664.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs,
Laptops, Screen Repairs.
New Computer Sales and
Accessories, PC Diagnostic
Repairs and Upgrades, On
Site Work, Home or Office. 40
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-
323-1122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171
Federal St., Belchertown. 413-
323-6012. Great cuts for men
and women. A full service hair
salon. Open Tue-Sat., evening
hours available.

BELL & HUDSON INSUR-
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19
North Main St., Belchertown,
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611,
800-894-9591. Fax 413-
323-6117. Home, auto, life,
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC.
Sales and service, Toro,
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered,
Residential and Commercial.
41 South Whitney St.,
Amherst, since 1956. Call
today. 253-7358.

PLUMBING SERVICES

D.F. PLUMBING
& MECHANICAL
CONTRACTORS are now
offering plumbing services to
Belchertown and surrounding
town. Scheduling appointments
Monday-Friday, 8 am to 4pm.
Call 413-323-9966.

ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC.
Trusted name for over 39
years. Commercial, industrial,
residential. Specializing in
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully
licensed. Free estimates.
413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING, INC.
Snow plows, sanders, sales
& service, hydraulic hoses &
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer
repairs, welding, fabrication,
lawnmower repairs. 330
Harkness Road, Amherst
413-253-4867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICGE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393
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RACE from page12

Local racers Bobby Baillargeon, Bobby
Frappier and Frankie Eldredge plan to put
their Lee expertise to the test. Dan Winter
has stepped up his GSPSS appearances this
year and wants to replicate his top-five run
at Star Speedway in May’s season opener.
Andy Shaw missed the season opener, but
he and the Dale Drew Racing team have
been at every event since.

Massachusetts teammates Alex
Quarterley and Jeremy Sorel are back
for more GSPSS action, with Sorel still
smiling after his second-place finish at
Claremont Motorsports Park earlier this
month.

Cory Casagrande is back after a week
off, with the Connecticut star anxious to
avenge a hard crash at Lee a month ago.
Fellow Nutmeg Stater Anthony Bello is
back with the series as well, racing for
Maine car owner Shawn Knight.

With big-league racing on a summer
recess, Maine native and NASCAR spot-
ter Derek Kneeland is dusting off his race
car for his first GSPSS start since 2022.
Kneeland accompanied his driver, Kyle
Busch, to June’s Keen Parts 150 at Lee,
where he and Busch both outlasted the car-
nage to post top-five finishes.

But the early favorites are sure to be
those who have a record of past success at
Lee. Ryan Green’s redemption arc remains

in play after a grinding crash at June side-
lined his own race car. Green borrowed
a car from friend Joey Doiron to race at
Claremont this month, reintroduced his
repaired mount at Hudson two weeks ago,
and will be a threat in whichever car he
brings to the track this week.

Brandon Barker, the first Pro Stock
champion at Lee after the division’s revival
a couple years back, won the Keen Parts
150 in June and took home a $10,000 prize.
Barker has a pair of GSPSS wins at Lee in
2018 and 2019 and would love to add to
the trophy case.

Reigning Lee track champion Wayne
Helliwell, Jr. last won a GSPSS feature
in 2014, a dry spell the New Hampshire

all-star would love to erase. Helliwell’s
longtime rival, Joey Polewarczyk, won a
GSPSS feature at Lee that season, one of
two touring wins at the track. “Joey Pole”
was victorious at Hudson Speedway two
weeks ago, his eighth series victory.

And Corey Bubar won the GSPSS’ last
outing at Lee, taking home $8,500 in last
fall’s Bosowski Properties 150. The Beech
Ridge Motor Speedway veteran is one of
several racers who came to Lee after Beech
Ridge was shuttered, and one of many to
find success at his new home track.

In a showdown between the proven vet-
erans and the optimistic hopefuls, the sure
winners are the fans in the stands who can
take in Friday night’s on-track fireworks.

Department of %
Developmental Services '~

Hotel

Benefits

Include

el J_,--.r i

Direct Care Worker & LPN

Courtyard Marriott H I ng Event

The Department of Developmental Services is
looking for Direct Care Workers and Licensed
Practical Nurses to join their team in the

423 Russell Street
Hadley, MA 01035

Thursday 8/8/24
10:00am-2:00pm

Register Here

Central and Western Region

recommended

https://tinyurl.com/bdf7dtd7

Excellent
retirement plans

Generous paid
time off

Health, dental
and vision plans

STARTING PAY RATES:
Direct Care Worker |: $21.44/hr
Direct Care Worker Il: $22.95/hr
Direct Care Worker lll: $24.94/hr
Direct Care Worker IV: $27.72/hr

LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE:

$34.16/HR
BE PART OF SOMETHING MORE!

il ON THE SPOT INTERVIEWS AND OFFERS FOR

QUALIFIED CANDIDATES.

. PLEASE BRING YOUR DRIVER’S LICENSE AND

SECOND FORM OF ID

RSVP

Benefits
Include

DDS is an Equal Opportunity Employer committed to fostering a diverse, inclusive, and accessible work environment. We do not
discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, age, disability, national origin,
veteran status, or any other basis covered by protected law. To ensure an inclusive and accessible experience for all participants, we are
fully committed to providing reasonable accommodations for individuals with disabilities. Further information and details will be
communicated to applicants through our registration correspondence.




