S

Belchertown, Granby & Amherst

ENTINEL

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PALMER, MA
PERMIT NO. 22

ECR-WSS
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER
THURSDAY,

JULY 24,2025
1915

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

Volume 110 « Number 16

www.sentinel.turley.com

5

e .

i T -PeECh” ° S v

B0 S R
et .

y -
- -

State school power
plant demolished

By Emily-Rose Pappas building would be recycled

k! Staff Writer and reclaimed.
- V | epappas@turley.com “A lot of it’s going to
| 2 be going to local recy-
J{ ; 1 A 1 BELCHERTOWN _ cling alternatives here
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The Police and

competition.

The State School’s Power
Plant was demolished last
week as the town prepares
for its Carriage Grove
Development, a project
already begun with the

Rob Arcese with the
American Environmental
Department was there

in town,” said Arcese.
“There’s a place called
Pine Valley just over the
border in Connecticut...
by and large, whatever isn’t
deemed hazardous is going

: 1di ; be recycled and repur-
Fire Departments building of Christopher 0 y ep
toggther for a Heights, an assisted living posed for' future reuse.”
‘ match of friendly facility. Demolition of the build-

ing began just before 10
a.m., with the members of

- ' . - to share that most of the Please see STATE
‘ = ] material from inside the SCHOOL, page 7
By Emily-Rose Pappas three wins, and the [ =
Staff Writer most recent one this
epappas@turley.com year with a close 21
to 18 win. ?

BELCHERTOWN - A little My favorite part
friendly competition is always 15 doing something
fun, and for the Belchertown Dbesides responding to : Oops.
Police and Fire Departments, a 911 calls with the Fire 2 - -
game of softball has been their Department, because = e X
go-to for the past three years, really the only time we el . - o TURLEY
affectionately called the Battle of et to see them is when we " PHOTOS BY
the Badges. have to respond to calls togeth- D e kN EMILY-ROSE

So far, the Polie Department e PAPPAS

is the reigning champ, with their Please see BATTLE, page 8

Abatement of the exterior.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Learning the way of the
sword with Castle Nitor

Underdog BHS students win
As Schools Match Wits’

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
art of learning new things is
quite easy, especially when
considering the library is
available with its wealth of
knowledge, resources, and
guides, and its ability to
access other libraries’ troves
of knowledge.

The Clapp Memorial
Library, in the spirit of
“Levelling Up” this summer,
hosted Castle Nitor, where
Allison Pettengail taught the
European martial art of the
long sword and the basics of
using the weapon.

“I think for me, what I like
about this as a theme for the
libraries, is that reading is
amazing for you, and learning
in general changes you and
makes you a better person,’
said Pettengail. “There are so
many ways you can take ‘lev-
el-up,” and it can all be done
through your library, and I get
to be a part of that.”

With the theme of level-
ling up dealing with video
gaming, but also in the realm

Please see SWORD, page 14

Maria Stenning at the ready.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN
Getting the chance to be
on TV is a dream not many
would imagine, but for six
BHS students, it is a dream
come true.

“As Schools Match Wits”
is a local quiz show for
western MA and northern
CT high school students,

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

with quiz categories for a
variety of topics including
math, science, pop culture,
and others, and the show has
been going since the 60s.

This year, it was hosted at
Westfield State University,
and the group of high
schoolers went in to play for
the first time ever and won
for Belchertown for the first
time in years.

They played for a total
of four episodes, with four

matches, and they were
hosted in gaps throughout
the school year last year on
weekends, where the stu-
dents would go to compete.

“My favorite part was
playing with these people,
and experiencing it with
people I know, and my
friends that I can share this
experience with,” said Sean
Lindsay.

Please see MATCH WITS,
page 3
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Underdog winners of the 2025 As Schools Match Wits, Belchertown High School students.

Hubbard Memorial presents Becoming Darlene by Author Ed Orzechowski

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - On July 10,
Author Ed Orzechowski vis-
ited the Hubbard Memorial
and presented his second
book, Becoming Darlene.
Orzechowski has written two
books Becoming Darlene and
You’ll Like it Here that tell
and reveal the stories of two
individuals and their expe-
riences when attending the
Belchertown State School
that opened in 1922 and
closed in 1992.

The Belchertown State

School for the Feeble-
Minded is known due to the
inhumane conditions, poor
treatment of the patients who
suffered with intellectual and
physical disabilities, lack of
privacy and medical treat-
ment, solitary confinement,
misuse of restraints, and
much more. The presentation

TURLEY PHOTO BY AMANDA MUNSON
Becoming Darlene that gave
critical insight of Darlene’s
beginnings of the Belcher-
town State School an Ed
Orzechowski read the first
chapter of d how she was
able to grow afterwards.

at the library focused on the
book Becoming Darlene, The
Story of Belchertown Patient
#4952 and Orzechowski con-
nection to her whilst creating
her story over five years.
Showing pictures of
Darlene and Donald, sharing
personal stories and inter-
actions with both individu-
als, and previewing what
the school looks like now,
the audience was invested in
Orzechowski’s presentation
from the very beginning.
Sitting down with
Orzechowski, he began by
describing his co-writing
experience creating her mem-

oir, and how publishing a
book of this subject was clos-
er to home than people may
realize.

“l co-wrote her mem-
oir. It’s about her growing
up at the state school and
how that experience affect-
ed the rest of her life. I've
written two books; the first
one was about a man named
Donald who had also went
to the state school and was
there about ten years earlier
than Darlene. We were here,
referring to his wife Gail, for
Donald’s book event and I

Please see DARLENE, page 4
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Fall Book Sale coming
to Granby Library

Find new-to-you
books, magazines,
and more from
Sept. 2 through 30.

GRANBY - Book lov-
ers! Bargain Hunters! The
Friends of the Granby Free
Public Library will host
their annual Month-Long
Fall Book Sale during
September in the Community
Room of the Library.
You will be able to choose
from a large assortment of
used and like-new hard-
cover, softcover, paper-
back books, teen books and
children’s books, along with
a selection of CDs, DVDs,
video games and audiobooks.
The sale will run during
regular library hours from
September 2 through 30.

The Library is now accept-
ing donations of hardcover
and paperback books, DVDs,
music CDs, playable video
games, and audiobooks
in good condition accept-
able for resale. The Library
does not accept donations
of: Textbooks, encyclope-
dias, Reader’s Digest books,
or books with smoke, mold,
mildew, or water damage.
Donations are accepted
at the Library during open
hours. Please do not leave
donated books outside the
library or in our book return.
Donations accepted until
August 28. Thank you for
your support!

The Granby Free Public
Library is located at 297 E
State St, Granby, MA 01033.
Visit granbylibrary.org for
hours and more information.
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Ichertown VFW to host
2nd annual motorcycle ride

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown VFW will be
hosting its second-annual
Motorcycle Benefit Ride on
Saturday, August 9, 2025,
to raise money to benefit St.
Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

Registration is from 10 to
11 a.m. at the Belchertown
VFW, and the two stops will
be Atlas Pub in Chicopee,
and the American Legion in

Granby.

For riders only, including
a t-shirt, it is $25, and is $15
for a passenger. You can pur-
chase your tickets in advance
at the VFW, and shirts will be
limited at the door.

There will also be food
provided by the North Elm
Butchers, live music by the
Bermudez Triangle, and raf-
fles to follow at the VFW.

Donate your clutter for a worthy cause

The Saint Francis
Annual Giant
Tag Sale returns
this August

BELCHERTOWN - The
Saint Francis Tag Sale Team
is preparing to receive your
welcomed donations to
stock their Annual Giant Tag
Sale on August 23, 2005.
All proceeds from this event
will benefit the future new
Saint Francis Parish Center
in the Jabish Street campus.

This year, the Tag Sale
Team will accept donations
for only a twelve-day peri-
od — Wednesday, August 6
to Sunday, August 17, 2025
only. Note that this is a
change from previous years.

On Wednesday, August
6, at 9 a.m., the Tag Sale
Team will open the doors
to the Pine Room on the
lower level of the existing
St. Francis Parish Center
on Park Street and begin to
accept donations. Donations
will not be accepted at the
Park Street front area! At
the lower-level entrance way
to the Pine Room, donations
will be accepted Mondays

to Saturdays from 9 a.m. to
7 p.m.; on Sunday August
10 and 17, donations will
only be accepted from noon
to 5 p.m. The Pine Room
donation center will close
at 5 p.m. sharp on Sunday,
August 17.

If you are donating, you
must be acknowledged by a
team member before drop-

ping off your treasures. Do
not leave any donation items
outside of the St Francis
Parish Center, Park Street
front door or the lower Pine
Room side door. To assist
the army of tireless volun-
teers, if the donation center
is closed, return with your
donations when it is open.
The St. Francis Giant Tag

Sale acknowledges that we
cannot have a successful
sale without donation partic-
ipation. The team asks that
you consider all the guide-
lines to make this a success-
ful event for everyone. The
team is grateful for the con-
tinuing, generous support of
our Belchertown communi-

ty.

Drop off your donations for
the book sale on Aug. 15

BELCHERTOWN -
The Friends of the Clapp
Memorial Library are
collecting books, DVDs,
CDs, and Puzzles for their
semi-annual book sale.
We will have volunteers
in the Library parking
lot who will remove the

items from your vehicle.
You don’t even have to get
out of the car! So, drive
on down to your Library
and donate those Books,
DVDs, CDs, and Puzzles.
No VHS tapes, please.
Thank you for your sup-
port!

Belchertown Community Band
to host free community concerts

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Community
Band is in its 39th year
of performing for free on
the Belchertown Town
Common. Concerts are on
Thursday nights, with an
additional Sunday after-
noon concert. If it is rain-
ing, the Thursday concerts

are held at the Belchertown
High School. Dates and
times are as follows:
Thursday, July 24 at 7 p.m.,
July 31 at 7 p.m., August
7 at 7 p.m., August 14 at 7
p.m., and Sunday, August
17, at 4 p.m. If Sunday,
August 17 is raining, the
concert is cancelled.

Elevator maintenance
project now underway

BELCHERTOWN - The
Town of Belchertown is
moving forward with the
planned elevator mainte-
nance project at Town Hall,

During this project, the
elevator will be out of ser-
vice for the duration of the
work, which is estimated to
take 4 to 6 weeks. The exact
timeline for completion will
be confirmed as the project
progresses.

“This elevator repair proj-
ect has been in the works for
years now. It will be good
to finally get it underway on
the 14, with completion later
this summer. I understand
this will cause a temporary
inconvenience, so I thank
everyone in advance for their
patience,” says Linda Leduc,
Director of Public Works in
Belchertown.

To help visitors navigate
during this time, signs will

be posted on the doors at
Town Hall with directions for
entering the building.

For individuals who are
unable to use the stairs,
assistance will be available:
- Please use the inter-
com located at the top
of the wheelchair ramp,
to the right of the door.
- A staff member will come
to assist you as needed.

We appreciate the public’s
patience and understanding
as we complete this import-
ant maintenance project
to ensure safe and reliable
access for all visitors in the
future.

Periodic updates about
the project will be pub-
lished on the town’s web-
site, www.belchertown.org,
and on their Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/
TownofBelchertown,

MATCH WITS from page 1

“My favorite part was
watching them compete
because I was a reserve,
and I liked the Victory Van
and being with my friends,
and the donuts,” said Cian
Lindsay. Every time they
won, Mr. Vigneux got them
donuts from Dunkin, and it
became a highlight for the
team.

“My favorite part was
answering the question
during the final champion-
ship round, which was about
the 30 Years’ War, and what
century it was in,” said Owen
Laurenzo. “So many people
came up to me to say they
saw me on tv, including a
boss from Springfield.”

“I’d say my favorite was
in between matches going to
Dunkin in the Victory Van
and hanging out together
and being with friends,” said
Naveen Berryhill. “It was

is Here!

cool that a lot of people in
town followed the show and
saw it.”

“My favorite part was when
Naveen buzzed for an answer,
and I randomly guessed
and got it right,” said Miles
McNamara. “I liked that
everyone saw me on tv.”

Belchertown, in the
final match, went against
Longmeadow, and won
by five points, 310 to 305.
While Belchertown takes
part in Match Wits very year,
the town has never won the
whole competition before.

Mr. Vigneaux coaches the
school’s As Schools Match
Wits club, where the teens
plan strategy, and get ready
for competitions together.
The boys joined the club with
enthusiasm as they grew up
watching the program with
their families.

“It was really cool to be on
TV, because you’d never pic-
ture being on TV, and some-

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sean Lindsay, Jack Meyers, Naveen Berryhill, Miles McNamara, Gian Lindsay, and Mr. Vigneux
with the host of As Schools Match Wits in their matching Hawaiian shirts.

one at the book sale even
congratulated me,” said Sean
Lindsay.

While the competition
doesn’t have a study guide,
it’s important to know your
stuff and be ready for whatev-

er may be asked as a question.

To study, they watched all
the previous shows, studied
hard during classes, and spent
time looking up and research-
ing topics during their free
time.

“Be comfortable and con-
fident with your answers
because it’s a team game, and
you don’t have to answer a
question you don’t know,”
said Sean Lindsay.

“Everyone else is going to

answer faster than you for the
first few months, but you’ll
get better, just keep going. It
takes practice, and the more
you practice, the better,” said
Laurenzo.

“Even if you know a lot of
things, you have to be able
to answer fast. You can’t be
sitting there, you’ve gotta be
quick,” said McNamara.

The team worked hard,
and it paid off, granting them
a win that set a record for
Belchertown.

“It’s helped grow the pro-
gram we have, and we have
buzzers now for practice, and
hopefully it will help us be
better and win again,” said
Sean about the win.

The “As Schools Match
Wits” competition is a test of
the wits, but it is also a time
for their friendship to grow as
they entered the competition
as underdogs, and came out
winners.

Our Own
Fresh Corn
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Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse
Our Farmstand Is NOW OPEN!!

PYO BLUEBERRIES!

7am-5pm ¢ Weather & Crops Permitting ¢ New Ludlow Road - Now Accepting Credit Cards!
Call Our Farmstand for up-to-date information 467-3794

v
T
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-
:
:
¥
¥

Family Owned
& Operated

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets,
Cucumbers, Blueberries, Tomatoes, Peaches & Dill

Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, Turkey Pies,
Gibble Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products

Check Out Our NEW LOCAL VENDORS:

Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
A413-4A67-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

ik

EBT In Store

Most Major
Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available
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Clapp Memorial
LIBRARY

Upcoming
July events

BELCHERTOWN - The
Clapp Memorial Library is
in full summer mode with
programs and events for all
ages! Check out our calendar,
join our Summer Reading
programs, and cool off in the
air-conditioned library while
you browse, borrow, and see
what’s new.

For All Ages

“Level Up at Your Library”
Summer Reading Programs

Ongoing! Clapp Memorial
Library has an amazing cal-
endar of events through-
out the summer for Adults,
Teens, and Kids. This year’s
theme is “Level Up at Your
Library,” and there’s a
Summer Reading Program
group for every age! Summer
Reading Programs include
reading challenges, raffles
and prizes, special events,
parties, and more! Register
now online at clapplibrary.
beanstack.com or via the
Beanstack app. For more
information, visit our web-
site, www.clapplibrary.org.
To register offline, stop by
the Circulation Desk or call
413-323-0417.

Peregrine Road Concert
at the Belchertown United
Church of Christ, 20 Park St.,
Belchertown Friday, August
1, 7p.m. to 8:15 p.m.

Join us at a performance
by the musical duo, Peregrine
Road, at the Belchertown
United Church of Christ,
where the library’s 1877
Steinway grand piano is
housed. Peregrine Road fea-
tures Karen Axelrod on piano
& accordion and Rachel
Bell on accordion. Their
captivating acoustic music
blends Celtic, Appalachian,
Quebecois, and other tradi-
tions. This program is funded
by the Friends of the Clapp
Memorial Library.

For Adults

Puzzle Competition
Tuesday, July 29, 6 p.m. to 8
p.m.

Are you ready to puzzle?
Sign up in a team of two for
a speed puzzling competition
where pairs of contestants
race to finish a 500-piece
puzzle. The Ist place finish-
ers receive a puzzle. Sign
up online at clapplibrary.org
using the link on our calen-
dar, or call (413) 323-0417.
The puzzles for this program
were generously donated by
Ravensburger.

For Teens

Teen Card Making for
Cards for Hospitalized Kids
on Friday, July 25, 6 p.m. to
7 p.m.

Teens ages 12-18 are invit-
ed to the library to do good by
making greeting cards to be
sent to Cards for Hospitalized
Kids (C4HK). Email clappli-
brarytab@ gmail.com or call
the library to register. All
attendees will earn a raffle
ticket for the Teen Summer
Reading Program.

Pokémon Diamond-
Painting Wednesday, July 30,
3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Teens ages 12-18 are
invited to diamond-paint
a Pokémon drink coaster at
the library! All materials will
be provided, but Pokémon
options and space are limited;
email clapplibrarytab@ gmail.
com or call the library to reg-
ister. All attendees will earn
a raffle ticket for the Teen
Summer Reading Program.
Teens must be registered for
the Teen Summer Reading
Program to attend. This pro-
gram is funded by the Friends
of the Clapp Memorial
Library.

Teen Summer Reading
Party: Tie-Dye, Ultraviolet,
and Free Books! Friday,
August 1, from 5 p.m. to 6:30
p.m.

Teens ages 12-18 are invit-
ed for a fun evening of activ-
ities on the library’s lawn at
the Teen Summer Reading

Py

Party! Belchertown’s own
teen band, Ultraviolet, will
provide the entertainment and
music as teens choose their
free book for participating in
the Teen Summer Reading
Program. Teens are also
encouraged to bring a white
shirt (bonus points if it’s a
past Summer Reading shirt!)
to tie-dye on the lawn during
the event. Email clapplibrar-
ytab@gmail.com or call the
library to register. The rain
date for this event is August
8. All attendees will earn a
raffle ticket for the Teen
Summer Reading Program;
teens must be registered for
the Teen Summer Reading
Program to attend. This pro-
gram is funded by the Friends
of the Clapp Memorial
Library.

For Kids

Ultraviolet Concert
Wednesday, July 30, 6 p.m. to
7 p.m.

Come rock out with
Belchertown’s own teen
band on the Clapp Memorial
Library Lawn! Ultraviolet
is made up of Lily (vocals),
Wesley (bass), Jake (drums),
and John (guitar). They’ve
performed at local venues and
events such as Food Truck
Friday, Auction Allegro, the
Belchertown Fair, Arcpoint
Brewery, and the DCU Center
in Worcester. From rock to
pop punk they play hits from
bands such as Greenday,
Paramore, Pat Benatar, and
more. In the event of rain,
we’ll move to the Town Hall
Auditorium. Made possible
by the Friends of the Clapp
Memorial Library and our
Community Sponsors.

The Clapp Memorial
Library is open:

* Mon. 9:30 am.— 6 p.m.
e Tues.9:30 am.— 7 p.m.
o Wed.9:30 am.—7 p.m.
e Thurs.9:30 am.—7 p.m.
* Fri.9:30 am.— 6 p.m.
e Sat. 9:30 am.—-2 p.m.

NOW
ACCEPTING

Call our office
to learn more
about our practice

Q OA'\ufric

2 Convenient
Locations!

NEW PATIENTS!

- THE DOCTORS ARE IN...
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Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.

\

Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Shatahbdi Pinky, M.D.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, MHC

Most Insurances Accepted

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham e 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
\(41 3) 599-1201 » Fax: (413) 596-2940 - www.pamcares.com

Send Us Your Photos!
sentinel@turley.com

Ware Grange hosts several
workshops for kids, fair

WARE - The Ware
Grange has multiple upcom-
ing events. Please include
these in your paper between
now and July 25:

Ware Grange Gardening
Workshop

Ware Grange’s next gar-
dening workshop, “Spring
Flowering Bulbs,” will be
held on Friday, July 25, at
7 p.m. at the Grange Hall
at 297 Belchertown Road
in Ware. Our presenter
will be Roberta McQuaid,
author of the weekly “In the
Garden” column for Turley
Publications. It seems
untimely, but now is the best
time to order spring-flow-
ering bulbs for planting in
October. Let’s learn about
the different types of bulbs
from the usual favor-
ites, such as Daffodils and

Tulips, to the so-called
minor bulbs, including
Snowdrops, Siberian Squill,
and more. Visit Ware Grange
on Facebook or at ware-
grange.org for more infor-
mation.

Kids’ Corner Workshop

The next Kids’ Corner
workshop at Ware Grange
will be “Nocturnal
Creatures” and will take
place on Saturday, July
26, at 10 a.m. at the
Ware Grange hall, 297
Belchertown Rd. in Ware.
Kids’ Corner workshops
are designed for preschool
and elementary school-
aged children and are led
by local preschool teacher,
Jen McNally. Kids will learn
about raccoons, owls, bats,
and more through stories,
songs, and crafts. Visit Ware

Grange on Facebook or
at waregrange.org for more
information.

Ware Grange Fair

Available Now - The
Ware Grange Fair program
books are here! Plan your
exhibits by checking out the
categories of exhibits in the
fair program book. Books
are available online at ware-
grange.org or to receive a
book by mail, call 413-
284-1135 or email ware-
grangel64 @gmail.com.
Exhibitors may enter in a
variety of categories, includ-
ing vegetables, fruits, eggs,
cut flowers, baked goods,
fancywork, arts and crafts,
and photography. Plan your
exhibits now for the fair,
which takes place August
22 to 23. See waregrange.
org for schedule and details

# ]
TURLEY PHOTO BY AMANDA MUNSON

Ed Orzechowski presented pictures of the Belchertown State School and specifically, be-
fore and after pictures of the school, showing patrons photos as it stands today.

DARLENE from page 1

was in Florence at a coffee
shop talking with him about
book events when a woman
overhead and said, ‘I grew
up in the Belchertown
State School too.” Meeting
Darlene was a real coin-
cidence, so she came to
the table, and they started
talking and before Darlene
left, I gave her a copy of
You’ll Like it Here. I told
her there’s a lot of pictures
in the back of the book of
the school and when she
opened the back and saw
the pictures of where she
had grown up, her hands
started to tremble. That’s
when I knew I'd like to
talk to her about writ-
ing her story,” explained
Orzechowski.
Orzechowski added that
his wife Gail’s sister was
also a resident at the school
and the couple has dedicat-
ed their lives advocating
for her at each level of gov-
ernment, going all the way
to Washington, DC. When
Orzechowski was asked

ADVERTISING

SALES

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

about what people can
expect at his future book
events, “It’s for Darlene and
Donald, Donald wanted his
story to be told because he
didn’t want what happened
there to happen again,
the abuse of them and the
neglect they experienced.
Donald has since passed.
Darlene was in a similar
situation. She said because
there’s so much redevelop-
ment of the property now, a
lot of the buildings are gone
and there’s new construc-
tion, it’s hardly recogniz-
able. She said eventually,
there’s going to be nothing
there and eventually all
those buildings are going
to be gone, they’d be like
she never existed,” said
Orzechowski.

With a background
in teaching high school
English, working in radio,
magazines, and newspa-
pers, Orzechowski retired
and took up these writing
projects in an opportunity
to keep telling their sto-
ries. Becoming Darlene
launched in Dec. 2024

P
TED

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

and Orzechowski had
the chance to speak with
Darlene’s sons who both
attended their mom’s book
launch, where Orzechowski
commented that they were
pleased with Darlene’s
trust in him and their trust
in their mom in writing her
story.

Orzechowski wrote
You’ll Like it Here about
Donald’s story in seven
years, “It took that length of
time because I had to learn
how to write a book. I took
courses and workshops and
joined writers’ group. I'm
still a member in those writ-
ing groups so I get a lot of
feedback from them and for
Darlene’s book, it was at
least five years.”

Orzechowski’s book
was recognized by New
York Times best-sell-
ing author Jacqueline
Sheehan, PhD, and quoted
praising Orzechowski for
Becoming Darlene saying,
“Ed Orzechowski’s mas-
terful rendering reveals the
unspeakable conditions of
institutional life for children
in mid-twentieth-century
America. He writes with
searing honesty about the
survival of a remarkable girl
who creates her own inner
resources to emerge with
her dreams intact.”

Orzechowski ended by
words of advice to aspiring
authors, “Share your writ-
ing with others so they can
give you feedback. Read
your work out loud, you
miss things and if you hear
things that you don’t catch
otherwise and read a lot.”

Orzechowski books are
available at www.levellers-
press.com

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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Belchertown COA’s upcoming events

2nd Annual Belchertown
Community Yard Sale
August 8 to 10,
S8am.to 3 p.m.

(rain date August 15 to 17)

Come shop for treasures
big and small! This event
brings together local house-
holds and vendors offering
antiques, collectibles, books,
furniture, and more! New this
year, visit the Town Fields
next to the Senior Center,
where vendors will be sell-
ing in one central location!
Proceeds from the event
will benefit the Belchertown
Senior Center and Council
on Aging, supporting import-
ant programs and services for
our older adult community!
For more information, visit
belchertownyardsale.com or
email belchertownyardsale@
gmail.com

Games:

Cornhole and Bocce avail-
able every Friday, weather
depending, on our patio from
12 noon to 2 p.m.

Interested in playing
Dominoes? Call Stephanie at
323-0420 ext 501.

Billiard Room: Open daily
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Join your
friends for a round of pool.
No appointment necessary.

Clubs and Weekly Events:
Grief Loss Support Group
Join Liane Smola,
owner and founder of
GuidanceByLi, on the first
Wednesday of every month at
12:30 p.m. for help process-
ing difficult emotions asso-
ciated with grief. Sponsored
by Beers & Story Funeral
Homes and BSCCA.

Sit ‘n Stitch

Join this group on
Tuesdays and Fridays at 9
a.m. to make items for your-
self or to donate to be sold at
our annual bazaar!

Line Dancing: Beginner
Line Dancing classes will

continue throughout the sum-
mer! Stop in on Wednesdays
at 1:30 p.m. for some exer-
cise and lots of fun!

Ukelele Group: Every
Monday at 12:30 p.m. Bring
your own ukulele, and play
for fun!

Rainbow Coffee Hour:
Second Wednesday of the
month at 10 a.m.

Veterans Social Hour:
Second Wednesday of the
month at 10 a.m.

Book Club: Third Monday
of the month at 10 a.m.

Wii Bowling: Every Friday
at 10 a.m.

Silver Sisterhood: First
and third Wednesdays at 10
a.m.

Wholefood Plant Based

Group: Third Thursday of

every month at 10 a.m.

Declutter Group: First
Friday of every month at 10
a.m.

Zendoodle:
Thursday at 10 a.m.

Hand, Foot & Elbow:
Mondays at noon.

Cribbage: Tuesdays at 10
a.m.

Mah-Jongg: Wednesdays
at 12:30 p.m.

Canasta: Wednesdays at
12:30 p.m.

Pitch: Thursdays at 10 a.m.

Bingo: Tuesday and
Thursday at noon.

Every

Exercise/Health Classes

and Resources:

Fitness Equipment Room:
Free to use! No appoint-
ment necessary. Open daily
Monday to Friday from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Yoga: Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday
at 9:30 a.m. $5/class (paid
monthly)

Tai Chi: Tuesday and
Friday at 10 a.m. (outdoors).
Suggested donation of $0.50.

Healthy Bones & Balance:
Tuesday and Thursday at
9:15 a.m. AND 10:30 a.m.
Suggested donation of $0.50

Boomer Bootcamp:
Mondays at 3 p.m., $5/class,
paid weekly.

There will be NO Meridian
Tapping in July or August.
Stay tuned for an exciting
beginner workshop coming
in September.

Email Stephanie at
SFraleigh@Belchertown.org
or call 323-0420 ext 501 to
sign up, or for more info!

Second Best Thrift Shop

Second Best accepts dona-
tions of clothing, shoes, jew-
elry, home décor, and house-
hold goods (please, NO elec-
tronics). Donations may be
brought to the store during
their normal business hours
(do not leave outside), or
they may be left inside the
front entrance of the Senior
Center, Monday to Friday
from 8 to 4:30 p.m.

Currently, they are also
accepting donations of NEW
items to be used for the raf-
fle at the Annual Bazaar in
November.

If interested in volunteer-
ing, see Liz in the store for
info!

Stop by the Senior Center
for a cup of coffee, use our
computers to check email,
surf the internet, build a puz-
zle, play some pool, or visit
with friends!

BSCCA Travel Club
Upcoming Bus Trips

Additional 2025 Trip infor-
mation available at the Senior
Center!

August 19, 2025: RI
Lighthouse Cruise w/Cap’n
Jack’s Restaurant: $157 per
person (payment due July 19)

September 9 to 11, 2025:
Ogunquit & Portland, ME:
$600 per person. Double
Occ. (Deposit due at sign-up,
balance due August 9)

September 24, 2025: “St.
Charles is Dead” at Newport
Playhouse: $143 per person
(payment due August 24)

October 9, 2025: Boston
Harbor Cruise $115 per per-
son (payment due August 1)

October 22, 2025:
Lakeside Turkey Train, Lake
Winnipesaukee, NH: $145
per person (payment due
September 22)

Contact Roseann at 413-
364-8161 or Tony at 413-
283-3966 for info!

July Field Trips:

Tuesday, July 29 at 10
a.m.: Amherst College
Beneski Museum of Natural
History

Meet at the Senior Center
and we’ll carpool to the
museum, rated one of the
best museums in the Pioneer
Valley! It has a variety of col-
lections of plants, animals,
and minerals. Bring a lunch
and a chair, and we will have
lunch together on campus
or the town common. Email
Ljuba Marsh for more info at
Ljubamarsh@hotmail.com.

Did you know that the
BSCCA (Senior Center
Friends Group) sponsors
many of the programs and
services here at the Senior
Center? They run the Second
Best Thrift Shop, the Annual
Bazaar, and the Travel Club.
If you’d like to get involved,
stop by their monthly meet-
ing at noon on Tuesday,
July 1, or email DHSmall@
yahoo.com.

Volunteers Needed!
Kitchen Staff

Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday morning shifts need-
ed. Volunteers would perform
basic food prep and assist
with lunch service. Visit
the Senior Center or email
Stephanie for a volunteer
application at SFraleigh@
belchertown.org.

We’ll have ICE CREAM
for dessert every Friday after
lunch in July! Call Kim 323-
0420 ext 508 to sign up for
lunch!

Chamber golf tourney
supports Belchertown
Education Foundation

AMHERST/BELCHER-
TOWN - The Amherst-area
Chamber of Commerce will
feature the Belchertown
Education Foundation as
the highlighted non-prof-
it organization at its annu-
al golf tournament at Cold
Spring Country Club in
Belchertown on Friday, July
25.

This year’s tournament
will benefit the Belchertown
Education Foundation, an
organization with a mission
of enriching education for
students in Belchertown
Schools, including academ-
ic, artistic, and athletic pur-
suits.

The Belchertown
Education Foundation
has provided more than
$100,000 in grants to
Belchertown Schools, sup-
porting innovative projects

that would have otherwise
gone unfunded.

“We are excited to have
this special spotlight to
share our impact, make
more friends, and show-
case the many wonderful
businesses and organiza-
tions in Belchertown,” says
Jennifer Faulkner, president
of the Board of Directors,
Belchertown Education
Foundation. She encour-
ages local businesses and
organizations to take part in
numerous ways.

Golfers can register
at business.amherstar-
ea.com. Businesses who
wish sponsor a hole on the
green, donate to the raffle
or be involved in anoth-
er way may contact Polina
Potochevska, Amherst Area
Chamber of Commerce, at
413-253-0700.

Soccer jamboree
remembers teen

BELCHERTOWN -
The 3rd Annual Julia’s
3v3 Soccer Jamboree is
scheduled to be held at
the State Street Fields in
Belchertown on August 16,
2025. The annual event is
held in memory of 13 year
old Julia Haynes who passed
away in March of 2023 fol-
lowing a battle with brain
cancer. All of the funds the
Jamboree raises benefit
the Julia Haynes Scholarship
Fund, which is a 501(c)(3)
founded by four of Julia’s
classmates.

The first two events host-
ed over 60 teams, each
year, in grades 3 through
high school for the all-day

event bracket which also fea-
tured food trucks, raffle and
dunk tank.

There is a new bracket for
the class of 2022 - 2025 par-
ticipants. There will again be
food trucks, a DJ, and some
fun activities for attendees
including a raffle.

Those interested in reg-
istering a team, becom-
ing a volunteer, sponsor or
donating to the raffle can get
more details on the @juli-
as3v3jamboree Instagram
or Julia’s 3v3 Soccer
Jamboree Facebook pages or
through Runsignup:

https://runsignup.com/
Race/MA/Belchertown/
Julias3v3SoccerJamboree

IdiGS from The Estate

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO 2Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS,
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com

45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard
Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

THE BEST FRESH

LOCALLY GROWN!

Loecally Grown

) ' "BUTTER & SUGAR

ﬂ SWEET CORN!_
/)gm% Grown

FRESH BLUEBERRIES

From Kosinski Farm ~ Westfield, MA

From Nearby Farms

Cucumbers, Pickling Cukes’*f
Yellow & Green Squash, &
Cabbage, Red Raspberries & MORE!

PACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’S
Boar’s Head
Black Forest Ham..................$9.99/lb

Boar’s Head
London Broil Roast Beef......$14.99/1b

Boar’s Head

Asiago Cheese.........cceuerrnneen. $7.99/1b
Boar’s Head
Vermont Cheddar ................. $7.99/Ib

Randall’s Blueberry Sour Cream Pie!
GOURMET SANDWICHES & SUMMER SALADS

Perennial Of The Week ﬂ,
“CONEFLOWER” g
Echinacea CoIIection‘l-‘-f“ ,
$12.99-$24.99 9N0/. NEE
1 Gal & 2 Gal Sizes 0/0 OFF

Native Plant & Proven Winner Varieties
White, Yellow, Orange, Red, Purples & MORE
Deer Resistant — Pollinator Friendly

. Plants That Pay Off™
~20% OFF -crininis

Shasta Daisies, Butterfly Bush,

Fountain & Switch Grass
and Shade Loving Astilbe

Sunny Fresh Cut

\ored

el

5 Stem

Bunches $9 99
JULY IS NATIONAL

S

ICE CREAM MONTH!
 CELEBRATE af Elsie’s Creamery

The BestiHomemadelce,Cream

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and You({TD)

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
o Close to Reid State Park

NEesco SaLes™e

We Make It Easy For You!

RS #1688

¢ (Collision Specialists

¢ Free Estimates (By Appointment)

89 1~ State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

413-283-6403

¢ We Help with Insurance Claims!
¢ Expert Color Matching
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Dear Rusty:

I am curious about the
“formula” to decide when
to take Social Security
while still working.

I am past the Full
Retirement Age. How do
you best address such?
Should we schedule a
call?

Signed: Wondering
When

Dear Wondering:

Well, you can always
contact us by phone on
1-888-750-2622 to speak
to one of our certified
Social Security Advisors
or you can send your
questions to us via email
at SSadvisor @amacfoun-
dation.org. You don’t need
to pre-schedule a meeting,
as we have multiple advi-
sors answering the phone
on most normal business
days. If they all happen
to be busy when you call,
simply leave a voicemail
and an Advisor will return
your call promptly.

For starters, since you
have reached your Full
Retirement Age, know
that your work earnings
will no longer negative-
ly affect your Social
Security benefits. You can
earn as much as possi-
ble and your monthly SS
amount will be the same,
based on your average
lifetime monthly earnings
for your highest 35 years
and based on your age
when you claim. Since
you have not yet claimed
SS, you are already earn-
ing Delayed Retirement
Credits, which increase
your monthly SS amount
by .667% for each month
you continue to delay.
That’s 8% for each full
year you delay past your
FRA. You should not,
however, wait longer than
age 70 to claim because
that is when you will get
your maximum SS ben-
efit amount. For you,
that means that your age
70 amount will be 28%
more than the amount you
would have received at
your FRA of 66 years and
6 months in October 2023
and about 15% more than
if you were to claim now.

Note too, that if your
more recent income is
among the highest of
your lifetime, Social
Security will automatical-
ly increase your month-
ly SS retirement amount
to account for that event.
They will check your
work earnings each year
to see if you are entitled
to a larger SS amount
because of your recent

What is the formula for

deciding when to claim?

earnings.

Since (according to
your AMAC member
record) you are married,
you may also wish to con-
sider whether your wife
will get a spousal benefit
from you when you claim.
If your wife’s personal
SS retirement amount at
her FRA is less than the
amount you were entitled
to at your FRA, then she
will get a spousal boost
when you claim. With her
spousal boost (if claimed
at her FRA), her total SS
benefit should be about
50% of your FRA bene-
fit amount not half of the
higher amount you will
get because you waited
longer to claim. But your
wife cannot get a spousal
boost until you are col-
lecting your SS.

And here is some-
thing else to think about:
received SS benefits will
become part of your over-
all income taxed by the
IRS when you submit
your income tax return. If
you file your income tax
as “married/jointly” and
your combined income
from all sources is more
than $32,000 then some
of your SS benefits will
become taxable income.
If your combined income
is between $32,001 and
$44,000, then half of the
SS benefits you received
during the tax year
becomes part of your tax-
able income. Or, if your
combined income from all
sources exceeds $44,000,
then about 85% of your
received SS benefits
will become part of your
income taxed by the IRS.
Just something to keep in
mind, especially since you
are still working.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @ amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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Town Patriots marched to Lexington and Concord 250 years ago

To the Editor, an important
note about history:

BELCHERTOWN - It is
worth noting the names of
our Town (Belchertown)
patriots who marched April
20, 1775, precisely 250 years
ago this last spring, to the
Battles of Lexington and
Concord.

These minutemen served
only a fortnight, but many
of them reenlisted and oth-
ers joined them, some serv-
ing over three months up
to August, according to
Reverend P. W. Lyman’s
Belchertown War Record
published in 1889 and held
in the Stone House Museum.

Capt. John Cowles
Company, in Col.
Woodbridge’s Regiment:
Captain John Cowles,
Sergeant James Walker,
Sergeant Gideon Hannum,
Corporal David Town,

Corporal Asa Smith.
Privates: Deacon Joseph
Smith, Elijah Dwight,
William Kentfield, Gideon
Stebbins, Phinehas Lee,
Moses Cowles, Asa Newton,
Micah Pratt, Thaddeus
Fairfield, Matthew Moody,
David Worthington, Elisha
Root, Joseph Bardwell,
Martin Bardwell, William
Bliss, Solomon Hannum,
Samuel Clark, Amasa
Towne, Jonathan Kentfield,
David Kentfield, Calvin
Chapin, David Bridges,
Philip Carrier, Israel Cowles,
Joseph Hulit, Solomon
Smith, Levi Shumway,
Elisha Warner, Benjamin
Whitney and Pliny Dwight.
Capt. Jonathan Bardwell’s
Company, in Col. Jonathan
Warren’s Regiment:
Captain Jonathan Bardwell,
First Lieutenant Aaron
Phelps, Second Lieutenant
Sylvanus Howe, Sergeant

Moses Howe, Sergeant Asa
Shumway, Sergeant Abner
Eddy, Sergeant Thomas
Torrence, Corporal Elijah
Thayer, Corporal Philip
Bartlett, Corporal Simeon
Bardwell, Corporal Joseph
Billings, Drummer Elijah
Howe. Privates: Stephen
Ayers, Solomon Bartlett,
John Bardwell, Abner
Cooley, Calvin Chapin,
Matthew Clark, Caleb
Dodge, John Howard, Jesse
Harwood, Salmon Kentfield,
Calvin Kinsley, James
McCardner, David Pratt,
Joseph Ramsdell, Solomon
Shumway, Nathan Shumway,
Jonathan Smith, Enoch
Thayer, Asa Shrewbrooks,
Joseph Williams and
Obadiah Ward.

Michael Carolan,
Belchertown

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must authenticate
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the
right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed
to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com. The
deadline for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Revisit wildflower gardening

fter driving by an
exquisite wildflower
border, I was prompt-

ed to revisit and update a col-
umn [ wrote some years back
on the topic of wild-
flowers.

If you wish to
give the natural look
a go, preparation is
the key. Read on for
more useful advice.

Wildflower or
meadow gardens
can be beautiful,
even breathtaking, if
properly cared for. Besides
being pretty, they are low
maintenance and environ-
mentally friendly, and they
often attract butterflies, bees
and other pollinators.

Our goal at the time of
sowing is a grass-free, weed-
free seed bed. Since wild-
flower seed is sown in winter
or early spring, we have lots
of time achieve that goal.

At summer’s end rototill
the spot intended for your
wildflowers. If the grass is
especially thick you may
need to go over it several
times. Allow what is left of
the grass to decompose.

Pull any weeds that sprout,
or lightly cultivate the soil —
don’t go too deep or you’ll
expose more weed seeds to
the light! You can also skip
the tiller, and eradicate the
grass by use of black plas-
tic or a tarp- of course you’ll
have to look at it for several
weeks!

If that’s okay, then start
now by mowing the grass
as close as possible. Lay the
black plastic or tarp on top
and secure it in place with
bricks or rocks. The heat,
coupled with the absence of

light will kill the grass under-
neath.

By early fall you will be
able to rake away any debris
that remains. Plan to sow

3

your seeds in early spring.

There are many wildflow-
er mixes to choose from. I'd
recommend selecting one that
is suited to the northeast.

A mix that contains both
annual and perennial flowers
is a good option — the annuals
providing you with color the
first year while the perennials
are establishing themselves.

Don’t skimp on the seed.
In fact, use up to three times
more than the packet says
you need to ensure you’ll
end up with lots of blooms.
To avoid bare spots, divide
your seed in half and sow the
entire area with the first half,
then go to the second.

Don’t cover the seed at all,
just firm it into the soil. A
lawn roller works great!

Gently water until your
seeds have sprouted and your
plants are up and growing —
this will usually take at least
a month. Watch now, as the
season unfolds in all of its
beauty!

At the end of the growing
season, after the plants have
gone to seed, you should
mow the entire field with
your mower on its highest
setting. This will prevent

"the
anden

trees and shrubs from estab-
lishing themselves in your
meadow. The mower will
do a fair job of chopping up
spent stems and leaves — just
let them fall where
they will.

First, they will act
as winter mulch. Then,
over time they will
break down and add
organic matter to the
soil — just as leaves and
twigs do in the woods.
In the absence of a
mower you can go the
old fashioned route and cut
the meadow with a scythe or
hedge clippers.

In all instances care should
be taken not to damage the
crown of the plants, this can
severely weaken or even kill
perennial wildflowers.

As far as fertilizers go,
wildflowers generally don’t
need it! In fact, rich soil
does more harm than good,
causing weeds to thrive and
compete with your flow-
ers for sunshine and water.
Speaking of water, once your
meadow is established it will
only require water in cases
of severe drought or if you
plan to re-sow annual seeds
in bare spots the following

spring.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

Turley
Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
¢y and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.
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from page 1

the Belchertown Community
TV standing a safe distance
to capture moments of the
demolition.

The power plant demo is
part of the Carriage Grove
Redevelopment Project,
which is a project put forth
by the town to put in resi-
dential units, businesses, and
public spaces in place of the
State School.

The Belchertown State
School was built in 1922,
and closed in 1992, and has
remained empty and aban-
doned since its closing. The
one-acre property is in the
process of demolition, and
they are still working on it
as they have completed the
demolition of the Power
Plant.

Kelsey Schiller, the
Belchertown Economic
Development and Industrial
Corporation’s agent, helped
to get the master plan coor-
dinated and finished for the
State School to become the
new, planned Carriage Grove.

“A mixed-use community,
MassDevelopment contin-
ues to work with the BEDIC
under the guidance of the
Carriage Grove master plan
to bring affordable housing
and commercial/industrial
uses to the site,” said Schiller
about the plan, which was
approved in 2015.

The BEDIC and
MassDevelopment have been
working towards reusing the
materials from the demoli-
tion while keeping within the
state requirements, and to
limit landfill use and “reduce
the environmental footprint
of demolition”, Schiller
explained.

“MassDevelopment,
in partnership with the
BEDIC, has worked with
Mass Historic on the over-
all Carriage Grove master
plan, which targets the reuse
of the former Administration
Building on the site,” said
Schiller.

“The demolition of the for-
mer power plant is an import-
ant step forward in the devel-
opment of Carriage Grove.
Our long-term goal is the

An aerial view of the Power Plant taken by the town.

reutilization of a real asset in
the former Belchertown State
School campus to address
housing needs and encourage
economic activity.”

The demolition project is
one of the many steps the
town is taking towards the
plan and vision of Carriage
Grove, and what it means to
the community to have the
land used for something bet-
ter, despite its dark past.

The demolition of the
Power Plant is almost done,
with the final bits of it being
complete by, at an estimate,
the end of July 2025, and the
town and BEDIC is looking
for further funding and sup-
port to advance the demoli-
tion process to the rest of the
property.

The main goal of Carriage
Grove is to support and
encourage private develop-
ment here in Belchertown,
allowing for new families
and businesses to come in

and utilize land otherwise
stagnant and empty, enjoying
the views of Lake Wallace
just next door.

“This type of project is
at the heart of what we do.
As the state’s land bank,
MassDevelopment is able
to deploy our expertise and
partner with local commu-
nities to help revitalize and
redevelop underutilized,
blighted, or abandoned prop-
erty and create opportunities
for housing and commercial
development,” said Schiller.

“Other examples of this
work include the Village Hill
Northampton (the former
Northampton State Hospital),
the expansion of Myles
Standish Industrial Park in
Taunton, and Devens, the for-
mer U.S. Army base.”

The development

of Carriage Grove has
received about $18 mil-
lion in funding from many
different sources,

includ-

The interior of the Power Plant before abatement.

ing state grants and appro-
priations, federal grants,
and “MassDevelopment’s
deferred management costs
and capital contributions to
advance the project that will
be reimbursed from future
land sales,” said Schiller.

Carriage Grove is also
home to Christopher Heights,
the 83-unit assisted living
facility.

Carriage Grove has also
attracted private investment
for specific developments
(like the 83-unit assisted
living facility Christopher
Heights, for example.

You can learn more about
the project on the town web-
site, as well as more about
Carriage Grove and the
available properties on their
website, https://www.mass-
development.com/prod-
ucts-and-services/real-estate/
development/carriage-grove/.

ABOVE: The abat-
ed boiler inside
the Power Plant.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

A tunnel filled
with old and
rusted pipes and
equipment.

The old pump room.

Park Administrator

Full-time Park Administrator for a large, over-55 mo-
bile home community. Responsibilities include over-
seeing facilities and maintenance crew, as well as
enforcement of cooperative rules. Individual would
be expected to take an active role in day-to-day op-
erations, in coordination with President, Board of Di-
rectors, maintenance crew and office staff.

Requirements include previous management expe-
rience; general knowledge of building, property and
vehicle maintenance; excellent organizational, com-
munications, and time-management skills.

Resumes can be sent to:

Pine Valley Plantation Cooperative,
281 Chauncey Walker St., OFC30,
Belchertown, MA 01007
or emailed to office@pvpco-op.com
Attention: Richard Kelleher, President

Please include days and times that you would be
available for an in-person interview.

Easy Propane Tank

Swap Out!
SO

GCall For Details!

INFI.ATION

LOWER PRIGES
T0 BOOS
YOUR BUDGET’

60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

HEATING CO., INC.

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
~ LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS CENTER CUT

PORK LOIN CHOPS $988
1] 11/2) —— I
BN STERK s B0
PORK BUTT STRIPS .o, > 2

SLICED (N OUR DELL

TURKEY BREAST........... >429

USDA INSP. S99
PEPPER JACK CHEESE..... ~4b
USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARlNA'l&D9

1/2 CHICKEN .o 2

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN
BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS 53%

b

BEEF RIBEYE S

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

99
STEAKS 10z

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST
or STEAKS

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

5LB

SALE DATES:

7/24/25-7/30/25 BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK ROAST
(1[I ——

35?)9

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 L8 8AG uususen SZ:??

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 15 BaG o

155

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

PANCAKE BATTERED SAUSAGE 229

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

GCOOKED SALAD

SHRINP 911120 CT. 215506 o O o

£ 90 Meat Outlet @ EVETIEI S
Springfield
HOURS Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288

® Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

s SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION o SERVICE

www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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BATTLE from page 1

er,” said Jason Robinson, the
president of the Belchertown
Police Officers’ Association.

“My favorite part of the
game is seeing all the people I
work with engage in a friend-
ly game of softball as well as
the fans coming out to cheer
us on,” said Fire Department
Association President Kevin
Girard

“This is also the same for
my coworkers in the police
department, as most of us
only socialize at work. It is a
great bonding experience. It
is also great to have a crowd
show up and watch us play
and have fun,” said Robinson.

The Battle of the Badges
raises money to support
both associations, the Fire
Department’s two associa-
tions, one for all firefighters
and that funds the museum,
and the other for the full-time
firefighters, and serves as the
union.

The Police Association is a
501c3 non-profit that works
to provide charity and edu-
cation to the community,
and also supports the depart-
ment’s needs, selling themed
patches throughout the year,
and making donations to
organizations, helping local
sports and other causes like
helping residents who are bat-
tling cancer. They also have a
yearly scholarship for a BHS
senior going into a criminal
justice field.

“I have been with the
Belchertown Fire Dept for 12
years. I watched this depart-
ment grow over those 12
years, and proud to be a part

e ':*..-;-"r

fetcher.

of it,” said Girard.

“I have been with the
Belchertown Police for a lit-
tle over 4 years now. [ grew
up and went to school in
town, and it feels really nice
to work in the community |
spent my whole childhood
in,” said Robinson.

The Belchertown
Firefighter’s Association
includes all current firefight-
ers, as well as retired and for-
mer members, and the Full-
Time Firefighters Association
is for all current full-time and
retired full-time firefighters.

The Police Association is
volunteer-run and has a board
of 10 members of the depart-
ment who make decisions and
plan activities and fundrais-
ers, and everything done as a
part of the association is out-
side of the regular roles of an
officer.

“The community has
always supported the fire
department and association.

Officer Murphy from South Hadley came by to be the best ball

Jul? g oF Fay T

Whether it be stopping by the
station to talk with us, send-
ing thank you cards or attend-
ing fundraiser events. This
community really does show
a lot of support for the fire
department,” said Girard.

“My favorite part about
being a first responder in
Belchertown again goes back
to being raised in town, giv-
ing me a stronger connection
to the local area and people.
Also, this is a job I really
enjoy doing overall,” said
Robinson.

The Firefighters
Association will be hold-
ing its annual raffle at the
Belchertown Fair as its next
fundraiser, and tickets will
soon be able to be purchased.

The Police Officers
Association will be holding
its next fundraisers at the
Belchertown Fair as well, and
will host their Breast Cancer
Fundraiser in October, where
they have raised a few thou-

10. Express delight
11. More curvy

34. Silk garments
36. Unique power

CLUES ACROSS actress Moran 59. Contrary belief

1. Pacific Standard 30. Root of taro plant ~ 60. «To the __ degree»
Time 31. Student

4. Extracts through environmental CLUES DOWN
heating and melting group (abbr.) 1. Plain-woven fabric

2. Classed
3. Suppositions

21. Eavesdropper

25. Parcels of land

29. Anger

31. Irritations

32. Hindu holy man

33. Wicker basket for
fish

12. Expression of
uncertainty

14. Indicates before

15. Daughter of Hera
and Zeus

16. Southwestern CA
city

18. Unified

22. Less attractive

23. Base of jellies

24. A large and noisy
party

26. He was traded for
Luka

27. Wolverine genus

28. «Happy Days»

37. Ray Liotta cop film

39. Leak slowly
through

40. Notion

41. Atomic #55

42. Fixed in one place

48. About heat

50. Type of baseball
pitch

51. Seedless raisin

52. Large wading birds

53. Similar

54. Time zone

55. Atomic #34

56. Program

58. 0ld world, new

4. Midway between
south and west

5. Tropical American
trees

6. Leveled

7. Published false
statement

8. Adolescent

9. Junior’s father

12. Aurochs

13. Not low

17. Boxing’s GOAT

19. Short musical
composition

20. Small immature
herrings

35. Natural object

38. Transporting in a
vehicle

41. A dog is one

43. Smaller portion

44, Sew

45. Belonging to a
thing

46. Horsley and
Greenwood are two

47. Scottish language

49, Producer

56. Exclamation of
surprise

57. Russian river

Watching at the fence.

sand dollars for the cause.
You can also always purchase
hats, patches, and more to
support them.

“Belchertown is a great
town and I enjoy how it still
has a small-town feel. Being
able to use the police asso-
ciation to give back to dif-
ferent parts of the town feels
really good too, especially
when a lot of people come
out and support whatever

cause or event we are doing
at that time,” said Robinson.
“Belchertown is a great com-
munity. The support from
our town is incredible,”
said Girard. “Community in
Belchertown to me means
unity and support. Whether
it’s the Fire or Police depart-
ment or even community
members who are battling ill-
nesses this community shows
its support and unity. I just

TR

like to thank the community
for its support.”

You can find the Police
Officers Association on
Instagram and Facebook,
and the Fire Department also
posts regularly on Facebook
with updates and more.

The community is truly
lucky to have such dedicat-
ed teams of men and women
ready to serve and protect
their town, their home.

el AR Al e LY




THE SENTINEL - THURSDAY, JULY 24, 2025

PAGE 9

|D sports@turley.com

L4 @turleysports

SPOR

Ei acebook.com/turleysports

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

North County defeats
B-Town in Legion playoffs

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN—
Following a loss at
Northbridge Post 343 on
June 28, the North County
Post 129 Legion baseball
team had a 2-7-1 record. The
Post 129 squad closed out
the regular season by win-
ning seven of their final ten
games and qualified for the
state playoffs.

While North County just
squeaked into the playoffs
as the sixth-place finisher in
District 4, Belchertown was
the best baseball team in
District 3 throughout the reg-
ular season.

The two Legion baseball
teams faced each other in the
opening round of the state
playoffs at the Belchertown
High School baseball field
last Saturday afternoon.
North County scored three
unearned runs in the first
inning and posted a 3-0 shut-
out victory over the top-seed-
ed team in the Region 1 pod.

“We started playing very
well as a team during the
second half of the regular
season,” said North County
righthander Levi Hessel, who
was the winning pitcher in
the opening round game.
“I had a 3-0 lead to pro-
tect before I walked out to
the mound for the first time
in the bottom of the first

inning.”

Hessel was a member of
the Oakmont Regional varsi-
ty baseball team, which won
back-to-back Division 3 state
titles in 2023-24. He’ll be
playing baseball at Wheaton
College next year.

The righthander only
allowed four base hits in
5 2/3 innings in his start
against Belchertown.

North County, which
plays its home games at the
Winchendon School, has a
total of seven Oakmont play-
ers listed on their roster.
They also have three players
from Quabbin Regional in
Barre.

They are Alijah Flint,
Adam Adams, and Aiden
Lapointe, who pinch hit in
the seventh inning.

The Legion playoff format
was changed this year. The
first round of the Legion dou-
ble elimination playoffs were
held at seven different sites
throughout the state. Each of
the pods had four teams.

The Senior Division
Championship Tournament
is scheduled to take place
at Adams Field, Quincy,
Massachusetts starting on
July 26.

North County (9-10-1) was
one of the three Legion teams
who defeated the top-seeded
team in the opening round.

“We managed to score
three runs in the first inning

before they shut us down
over the final six,” said North
County head coach Gregg
Picucci. “We played well
defensively, and our two
pitchers pitched very well.
We just need to perform a lit-
tle bit better offensively.”

The only team from
District 4 who beat
Belchertown (12-2) during
the regular season was
Northampton Post 28 on June
13.

“We don’t enjoy losing,
but it’s part of baseball,”
said Belchertown head coach

Please see LEGION,
page 10

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

lan MacDonald ranges to his
right to make a play.

Jake Waller grabs a grounder.

www.sports.turley.com

Alex West delivers a pitch home.

Mustangs

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON-—Many out-
standing soccer players have
played for the Monson girls’
varsity soccer team over the
years. You can certainly add
Hannah Murphy’s name to
that list.

During last Friday night’s
Pioneer Valley Summer
Soccer League B-Division
match-up with Granby,
Murphy recorded a hat-
trick as the Lady Mustangs

squeaked out a 3-2 victory
at Larry Tassinari Field in
Monson.

“We were very excited
about playing tonight’s game
because we play in the same
league as Granby during the
regular season,” Murphy
said. “It gave us an opportu-
nity to see how they’ll be in
the fall. We were missing a
couple of key starters, but we
were still able to pull off the
win. We're just getting ready

Please see RAMS, page 10

Garoline Koziol watches a pass go away.

Sty

squeak by Rams in summer tilt

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Kaelynn Slapski sends a pass away.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Four days
after giving up a pair of stop-
page time goals and having
to settle for a tie against
rival Vermont Green FC in
the regular season finale,
the Western Mass. Pioneers
hosted the Long Island
Rough Riders in a USL
League Two play-in match.

Once again, the Pioneers
held a two-goal advantage
late in the second half, but
this time there wouldn’t
be any miracle comeback
by the opposing team. The
Pioneers advanced into the
Eastern Conference quar-
terfinals with a 2-0 shutout
victory before a large crowd
at Lusitano Stadium, last
Tuesday night.

“We’re very happy
with this result, especial-
ly after what happened on
Friday night,” said longtime
Western Mass. Pioneers head
coach Federico Molinari. “It
was in the back of my mind
during tonight’s game. You
just hope it doesn’t happen

Pioneers grab
win in playoffs

again.”

The Pioneers, who fin-
ished the regular season with
a 10-1-3 record, played their
last home game of the sea-
son.

Pioneers’ goalie Trey
Sheppard, who made his
first home start of the season
against Vermont, was feel-
ing much better after posting
his first shutout against the
Rough Riders.

“l didn’t sleep very
well the other night, but
I received a lot of support
from my teammates,” said
Sheppard, who’s from
Columbus, Ohio. “I just
forgot about the past and
focused on tonight’s game.
I’m really looking forward
to playing for this team again
next year.”

Sheppard is also one of the
goalies listed on the Amherst
College men’s soccer ros-
ter. The Mammoths are the
defending NCAA Division 3
National Champions.

Sheppard, who’s going to

Please see PIONEERS,
page 11

Catalano scores win at Monadnock

WINCHESTER, New
Hampshire — For Tommy
Catalano, watching his
brother Trevor earn his first
NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour victory at Monadnock
Speedway last year was
emotional for several rea-
sons.

Trevor’s triumph came in
only his eighth NASCAR

Whelen Modified Tour
appearance. Entering
Saturday’s Duel at the
Dog 200 at Monadnock
Speedway, Tommy had 96
career starts on his resume,
none of which had resulted
in a win despite several close
calls.

Years of patience and
hard work brought a second

Catalano to Monandock’s
Victory Lane in thrilling
fashion.

with fending off Patrick
Emerling during an over-
time restart while on older
tires. Emerling briefly took
the lead from Tommy, but

Tommy was tasked

Please see RACE, page 10

Western Mass. softball captures gold

DEVENS - Earlier this
month, the entrant from
Western Massachusetts cap-
tured the gold in this year’s
Bay State Summer Games for
softball.

The tournament began this
year with West team actual-
ly suffering a loss 3-0 in the
opener playing in the Willard
Field Complex in Devens. The
tournament started on July 8

with two games. Following
an opening loss, the West
bounced back with a 4-3 win
over the Northeast team.
Action continued on
Wednesday July 9 as the
West scored two wins in the
game. They defeated Metro
2-1 and then trounced on the
Central Mass. team 10-2 to
earn a spot in the gold medal
game, which took place on

Thursday, July 10. The West
found itself in a rematch with
Coastal and this time pre-
vailed in a slugfest, winning
11-7.

Among the players on this
year’s team from Western
Mass., Chelsea Hull of
Monson High School,
Agawam’s Alexina Lentes,
and Holyoke’s Mia Bauer
were on the team.
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Blue Sox scored slugfest
win before break

HOLYOKE - The Valley
Blue Sox had great offen-
sive success in their 14-11
victory over the Sanford
Mainers. Valley (16-19)
had the bats going early
thanks to shortstop Michael
Elko and right fielder Isaac
Wachsmann, however,
Sanford (18-18) started the
offensive explosion first.

In the top of the first,
Mainers’ Zack Kent sin-
gled up the middle to score
Domenico Tozzi. Peter
Keblinsky scored an earned
run on an E2 by Hayden
Perry and Kent scored
unearned. Sanford had a
dominant top of the second
inning, scoring four more
insurance runs thanks to
wild pitches and an error by
the Blue Sox.

Valley found their footing
in the bottom of the inning.
It started with Wyatt Hunt
being hit by a pitch which
was followed by Andrew
Loikits” double. An E6 error
occurred which allowed
Hunt to score and Loikits
to advance to third. Kai
Cunningham then singled
into center field scoring
Loikits. Cunningham found
his way down to second
base on a nice steal and was
then driven in to score off of
a single by Chris Carson. It
was now 7-3 at the end of
two innings.

Sanford acquired two

runners on first and second
before Sam Miller nuked
a three run home run shot
into left field to make it 10-3
heading into the bottom of
the third.

Just when it looked like
the Blue Sox were going to
be crushed by the Mainers,
Valley had an incredi-
ble offensive explosion.
Wachsmann crushed a
homer into left field to start
the scoring frenzy. Nichoals
Spaventa and Hunt walked
and then Loikits reached
first base on an E1 which
allowed Spaventa to score to
make it 10-5. Cunningham
hit a sac ground out to score
Hunt and advance Loikits.
Hayden Perry walked to
reach first. Carson drove a
ball into left center to score
Loikits and advance Perry
to third. Then Michael
Elko came to the plate.
Elko ripped a triple into
right field scoring Perry,
Carson and himself on a E4
to tie the game at 10-10.
Wachsmann came up to
bat for the second time that
inning and crushed a homer
into the same exact spot as
before to give Valley their
first lead of the night 11-10
to end the inning.

Wachsmann was hyped
about his home runs. “There
was not a lot going through
my head [during the home
runs.] I was just trying to

put together good at bats
and help the team get back
into the game.”

Valley’s Head
Coach Endy Morales
was impressed with
Wachsmann’s performance.
“He’s a super talented guy
and when pitchers make
mistakes and when facing
really good hitters, you
make them pay, that’s just
the name of the game right
there.”

More scoring occurred
in the bottom of the fourth.
Hunt tripled which was then
followed by Lokits walk-
ing and stealing second.
Cunningham then walked to
load the bases up. Perry’s
sac ground out scored Hunt
and advanced Loikits to
third. Carson walked and
then Elko slapped a double
off the center field wall to
drive in Loikits and Carson.
The Blue Sox were now up
14-10.

Sanford was ultimate-
ly not able to catch up to
Valley’s explosive offensive
momentum as the game
ended 14-11 in favor of the
Blue Sox.

Morales was hyped
about the win. “Absolutely
incredible [game]. I told the
[team] in the second inning
this game was going to be a
dog fight and they respond-
ed,” Morales said.

Quabbin Valley Baseball set to
host second over-28 fall league

Following up on the
resounding success of its
inaugural campaign, the
Quabbin Valley Baseball
League, an over-28 adult
baseball league will hold
its second Fall League this
September and October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environ-
ment to its spring/summer
league, Quabbin Valley,
with contributions from
the Valley Wheel Over-28
Baseball League, created a
four-team fall league last
year featuring the Braves,
Dodgers, Cardinals, and
Twins.

Those same four teams
are set to return and each
team tends to have open-
ings on them. Additionally,
the league is open to wel-

coming more teams in to
the league if it finds enough
interest.

While the fall league
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly
feature Sunday morning
games played with wood-
bat only, which is custom-
ary for fall baseball. There
could be some Saturday
games added to the sched-
ule depending on the com-
pletion of the spring/sum-
mer season as well as to
makeup rainouts, potential-
ly. Games are nine-innings
long and there is a small
playoff and championship
held at the end of the sea-
son. Last year’s fall season
was eight games and that
is the goal for this year.
Free and low-cost fields

are used as well as just one
umpire in an effort to keep
the costs lower for players.
The cost to play will likely
range from $40 to $60 for
the eight-game schedule.
Players from outside the
Quabbin League may also
pay a small fee for insur-
ance as well.

An interest/registration
form, will be forthcom-
ing soon, but until then,
to express interest in the
league, you can email the
coordinators of the league
at either GScibelli22 @
yahoo.com or ikhandfield @
gmail.com.

Scheduled and team
placement for unaffiliated
players will be finalized in
mid-to-late August. Please
join in the fun this fall.

RACE from page 9

a nudge to Emerling’s back
bumper knocked him out of
the groove just enough for
Tommy to earn an emotional
breakthrough victory by the
slimmest of margins — .007
seconds.

“I didn’t really want to
get [Emerling] like that into
[turn three],” Tommy said.
“I was hoping to kind of
move him up the hill a lit-
tle bit. Everyone was kind
of tight right there. Justin
[Bonsignore] was right on
my bumper. It’s unbelievable.

“Hopefully this isn’t the
last one.”

After starting 12th,
Tommy cycled to the sec-
ond position after electing to
stay on track during a cau-
tion with 42 laps remaining
that, ironically, involved his
brother Trevor.

Tommy lined up second
behind Luke Baldwin for the
ensuing restart, with Tyler
Rypkema providing the two
a buffer between Emerling,
who led the remaining
lead lap cars off pit road.
Knowing he needed to move
quickly, Tommy dove under-
neath Baldwin in Turn 1 to
take the lead, which also
pinned Emerling on the top
line.

By the time Emerling
worked his way back to sec-
ond behind Tommy, anoth-
er caution would trigger an
overtime restart. The fastest

car at Monadnock all eve-
ning would now be lined up
to Tommy’s outside for the
final two-lap sprint, but even
with the odds against him,
the seasoned veteran was not
ready to surrender the win
just yet.

Emerling led at the white
flag. Through determination
and sheer will, Tommy led at
the checkered flag, albeit just
barely.

The scene in Victory Lane
was nearly identical to last
year’s Duel at the Dog 250,
with the only difference
being the role reversal of the
brothers.

As the Catalanos celebrat-
ed, Emerling felt a mix of
frustration and disappoint-
ment with his second-place
effort. He was critical of the
maneuver Tommy pulled on
him to take the victory but
does not plan to linger on
Saturday’s defeat for long.

“We had the best car
today,” Emerling said. “We
led basically the whole race
and the whole team executed
really good. We were doing
exactly what we had to do
and had the race won in the
last corner but got smashed
out of the way. That’s not the
type of racing that I do, but I
guess that’s how it goes.”

If Emerling had edged
Tommy at the line, he would
have snapped a streak of
different winners to open
2025, having previously won
at New Smyrna Speedway.

Austin Beers’ victory at
Lancaster Motorplex last
weekend tied the record for
seven different winners in
seven events that was set in
1999.

Instead, Tommy’s valiant
effort during the final laps
set a new NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour record; eight
winners in the first eight
races.

Building up Catalano
Motorsports has been a pro-
longed, methodical effort
not only by Tommy, but his
mother Amy, his father Dave,
his brothers and every mem-
ber of his team. That elusive
first victory finally arrived
on Saturday, a day Tommy
wasn’t sure would ever mate-
rialize.

“It’s just nuts,” Tommy
said. “You see all the peo-
ple that have won so far this
year and if you said any of
them were going to win their
second race [this year], that
wouldn’t have surprised me
at all. To come here and do
what we did is phenomenal.

“You start getting down
thinking it’s not meant to be,
but you keep plugging away
and keep at it.”

Kyle Bonsignore finished
third in his 100th NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour start,
followed by his cousin Justin
Bonsignore and Beers. The
rest of the top 10 included
Rypkema, Baldwin, Stephen
Kopcik, Craig Lutz and
Anthony Nocella.

RAMS from page 9

for the fall.”

Murphy will be the only
senior listed on the Monson
varsity soccer roster.

“It’s my last year playing
for the varsity soccer team,”
Murphy said. “I just want to
leave my team off in a good
place. I really like helping
the younger players on the
team.”

Granby and Monson are
members of the Central
Division.

A couple of Monson’s
younger key players are
Avery Beaudoin, and Emma
Maziarz.

The Lady Mustangs
entered the final week of
the PVSSL regular season
sitting in first place in the
B-Division standings with an
8-1 mark.

The Lady Rams (6-3) were
tied for third place with the
Chicopee Pacers, Frontier
and Ludlow.

In the second meeting
of last season between the
two squads, which was also
played at Tassinari Field,
Murphy scored a late goal
giving her team an exciting
2-1 senior day victory.

Murphy, who has been
playing for the varsity team
since she was an eighth grad-
er, has compiled 150 career
goals. She netted 49 of those
goals as a junior last fall.

After graduating from
Monson High School in
the spring of 2026, Murphy
plans to continue playing
college soccer at the Division
1 level. She has made a

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Bri-Anne Kraus dribbles up the field.

verbal commitment to join
the women’s soccer team
at Sacred Heart University,
which is in Fairfield,
Connecticut.

Murphy’s older sister,
Emma, is a member of the
UMass-Dartmouth women’s
soccer team.

Monson took a 1-0 lead in
last Friday’s summer league
match in the fifth minute of
the opening half.

After receiving a pass,
Murphy made a move around
Granby goalie Meredith
Bartosz before firing a shot
into the open net.

A little more than ten min-
utes later, Murphy weaved
around a couple of defend-
ers before putting a low shot
into the left corner giving the
home team a 2-0 advantage.

Then a shot attempt by
Eleanor Szlosek was saved
by Monson goalie Audrey
Gregoire, who’s entering the
seventh grade.

The Lady Mustangs nor-

mal starting keeper is Grace
Berry.

Granby managed to cut
the deficit in half when Carli
Zobka delivered a pass to
Sofia Marsh, who scored a
goal, with a couple of min-
utes remaining in the open-
ing half.

The score remained 2-1
until the middle of the sec-
ond half when Murphy com-
pleted her hat-trick.

With about ten minutes
remaining in regulation,
Marsh netted her second
goal, which made the score
3-2.

Margo Healey had a shot
on goal for the visiting team,
but Gregoire made the save,
which helped the Lady
Mustangs keep the lead.

The two regular sea-
son meetings between the
Granby and Monson girls’
soccer teams are scheduled
to take place on Sept. 19 and
Oct. 9.

LEGION from page 9

Todd McDonald. “We just
made a couple of costly mis-
takes in the first inning of
today’s game. Their starting
pitcher also pitched well. He
just kept throwing strikes.”

North County, who was
the visiting team, began the
top of the first inning with a
leadoff walk by centerfield-
er Johnny Losordo. After
the next batter hit a pop-
up caught by Belchertown
shortstop Ian McDonald,
Losordo stole second base.
Then Hessel hit a flyball that
was misplayed by the right
fielder, which turned out to
be a key play in the inning.
Following another pop-up
caught by second baseman
Jake Waller, North County
scored their first run when
leftfielder Ben Forbes hit a
line-drive single to left.

Two more runs crossed
the plate following another
single into left field by third
baseman Steven Escano.

Hessel set down the side
in order in the home half
of the first inning before
Belchertown put together a
rally in the bottom of the sec-
ond.

Catcher Jacob Smith
(2-for-3) began things with
an infield hit to third before
advancing to second base on
a throwing error. DH Chace

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Evan Ferguson fires a throw
back to the infield.

Earle also had an infield hit
before a walk to first base-
man Thatcher Rudnik load-
ed the bases. Hessel then
proceeded to strike out the
next threat batters ending the
threat.

Hessel finished his out-
standing performance with a
total of nine strikeouts.

Belchertown had three
more base runners in the fol-
lowing frame, but once again
failed to score.

After allowing three
unearned runs in the first
inning, Belchertown
righthander Alex West retired
eight consecutive batters

before giving up another sin-
gle to Escano with one out in
the fourth.

At that point, West was
relieved by Earle, who load-
ed the bases with two outs in
the inning.

Belchertown center field-
er Spencer Waite made an
outstanding diving catch on
a line drive hit by Losordo
which ended the fourth
inning.

The home team loaded the
bases again with two outs in
the bottom of the sixth.

Forbes, who replaced
Hessel on the mound during
that inning, got out of that
jam without allowing any
runs following a strikeout.

Earle, who’s a righty,
retired the final eight batters
that he faced. McDonald set
down the only batter that he
faced in the top of the sev-
enth on a flyball to center.

Forbes, who plays baseball
at Fitchburg State University,
also retired the three bat-
ters that he faced in the sev-
enth inning, which sealed
the upset victory for North
County.

Belchertown kept their
season alive with a 5-0 win
against Northampton on
Sunday morning.

North County suffered an
11-3 loss to Leominster Post
151 in a winner’s bracket
game.
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PIONEERS from page 9

be a sophomore in the fall,
missed most of the Pioneers
regular season because the
Ambherst men’s soccer team
made a trip to Europe where
they played several matches.

“It was definitely a very
cool experience,” he said.
“We played a few games over
there, but I'm very glad they
gave me an opportunity to
play here.”

Sheppard certainly enjoyed
having a solid defense in
front of him led by Pioneers
captain Aidan Kelly, who’s
a member of the UMass-
Amberst men’s soccer team.

“Aidan is a great defender,”
Sheppard said. “He makes all
of the plays.”

The other three Pioneers
starting defenders in the
home finale were Jaiden
Willems, Juan Hermoso, and
Gustavo Barosa.

Willems suffered an inju-
ry in the middle of the first
half against Long Island (9-3-
1). He was replaced by Jared
Smith.

“I thought Jared was the
man of the match,” Sheppard
added. “We have a very good
defense.”

The play-in match was
scoreless until the 26th min-
ute of the opening half.

That’s when Mamadi
Jiana, who graduated from
Chicopee High School,
received a pass from Israel
Neto before blasting a shot
into the net.

“I felt very good after scor-
ing what turned out to be the
game winning goal in front
of the hometown crowd,”
said Jiana, who mostly like-
ly played his final match
wearing a Pioneers jersey
at Lusitano Stadium. “It’s
always very special whenever
we’re playing at home.”

A couple of minutes later,
Neto fired a shot from the top
of the box, but Long Island
goalie Ethan Wood managed
to knock the ball over the
crossbar resulting in a corner
kick.

The Pioneers held a 1-0
halftime advantage.

In the middle of the sec-
ond half, Neto chipped a pass
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Rees Sheppard socks a free kick away.

from the right side of the box
to a wide Santiago Blasco
Gomez, who put the ball into
the net giving the Pioneers a
2-0 advantage.

Unlike what happened in

the regular season finale,
Sheppherd and the defense
didn’t allow the Rough
Riders to make a late come-
back.

Gustavo Barbosa
gets a leg on the
ball.

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL o,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

4 323-5051

SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow ¢ Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= SWIR RIVER -

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service
¢ Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
* New Construction
& Renovations
¢ New Customer Discounts

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ® Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ® Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown

413-323-4123

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

i PUBLIC SAFETY

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in the
Belchertown Police log and
arrests for the weeks of June
27 through July 1. The infor-
mation was provided by a
member of the police depart-
ment based on the review of
the detailed log summary.
This feature is designed to
provide context and expla-
nation to some of the calls
police respond to every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, July 11

12:59 p.m. — A resident
turned in a sword they no
longer wanted to own. It was
entered into the property to
be destroyed.

1:47 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
George Hannum Road. A
vehicle traveling westbound
going to the underpass was
forced off the road into an
embankment by a second
vehicle that failed to yield
going eastbound. The driver
of the first vehicle said they
weren’t sure if they were
struck by the second vehicle.
It was a dark colored pick-
up truck. One vehicle was
towed, and no injuries were
reported. The second vehicle
was not found.

Monday, July 14

1:04 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Daniel Shay’s Highway. A
vehicle stopped to take a turn
onto Munsell Street and was
rear-ended by a second vehi-
cle. Both vehicles were trav-
eling north on Daniel Shay’s
Highway. There was heavy
front-end damage to the
second vehicle, which was
towed. No injuries reported.

2:37 p.m. — An officer
spoke with a resident con-
cerning an ongoing neighbor
dispute. There were proper-
ty stakes removed from the
property line.

3:37 p.m. — Police and fire
responded to a single-vehi-
cle accident involving a bro-
ken utility pole. There was
a rollover with injuries. The
vehicle was rolled onto the
driver’s side, and there was
a snapped utility pole hang-
ing in the air. Warren Wright
Road is a 35-MPH, thickly
settled area, and an officer
spoke with a passenger in the
van. They were transported
to the hospital. Allegations
were made that the person
was speeding at the time of
the accident. The operator
was also transported to the
hospital. A person got out of
the vehicle and then lay on
the side of the road after get-

SEPTIG
PUMPING

* pumping
e new installation
* repairs
* Title 5 inspection
ol
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur @ David Kibbe

413-323-4327

ting out of the vehicle. They
were able to get video from
a security camera of the inci-
dent. The video showed the
vehicle rolling over on the
driver’s side, and showed the
person getting out. An imme-
diate threat was filed. The
incident is under investiga-
tion. The vehicle was towed.

Monday, July 14

4:32 p.m. — A 60-year-old
Belchertown man charged
with assault and battery with
a dangerous weapon. An
officer responded to a resi-
dence concerning an incident
earlier that day involving a
lost pet. The person advised
that the pet was found. The
person went to a residence to
retrieve the pet. An argument
ensued. The resident hit the
person on the shoulder with
their door. The person said
their shoulder was injured
but declined medical treat-
ment. They requested that
charges be filed.

Tuesday, July 15

12:40 p.m. — Belchertown
police responded to assist
Belchertown Fire and para-
medics with an accidental
overdose.

4:09 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident.
Vehicle one stopped on
Federal Street, and vehicle
two rear-ended the first vehi-
cle. No tows and no injuries.

5:17 p.m. — An officer
spoke with a resident about
folks on a boat along the lake
while they were out, who
were yelled at by a person.
The person used offensive
language. The officers spoke
with the person who didn’t
answer the door.

10:25 p.m. — An officer
responded to State Street for
a report of threatening and
hostile messages. They want-
ed extra patrols around the
residence.

Granby
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby

Police Department respond-
ed to 144 calls for the week

812,

Sea Foam®

of July 4 through July 10.
Those arrested are presumed
innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law. The Granby
Police Department provides
all information.

Friday, July 4

9:46 p.m. — Numerous
Fireworks complaints were
reported throughout town.
Officers patrolled the areas
in question, but the fireworks
had ceased before their arriv-
al.

Monday, July 7
4:35 p.m. — A resident
called to inform us of a
potential scam on Facebook
involving identity theft.

Tuesday, July 8

12:39 p.m. — A resident
reported that they had been
on the phone for an hour
with a scammer. The scam-
mer wanted the resident to
pick up money that they had
reportedly won. The resident
was advised that it was a
scam and to stop talking with
the caller.

Wednesday, July 9

1:21 p.m. — A motorist
reported an aggressive driver
who was tailgating them and
then passed them and other
cars in a no-passing zone.
The vehicle was described
as a green Subaru. Officers
checked the area but were
unable to locate the Subaru.

Thursday, July 10

6:18 a.m. — Several call-
ers reported that a vehicle
drove off the road, struck a
utility pole, and was on fire.
Callers reported that the util-
ity pole was knocked down
and was blocking the road-
way. Granby Police and Fire
responded. The roadway
was closed for several hours
while the utility pole was
replaced. There were no inju-
ries. The operator was issued
a written warning for cross-
ing marked lanes and fail-
ure to notify the RMV of an
address change.

SAVE

41%

Deep Creep Multi-Use
Penetrating Lubricant

12 oz.

Belchertown Auto Parts
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS:
Pk AUTO PARTS
W . e ——

Get
the Good
Stuff

SPECIALIZING IN

ROBERTS ROOFS

Slate  Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ®

Tel. 413-283-4395 e Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Snow Removal

-
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley(c')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here




PAGE 12

THE SENTINEL - THURSDAY, JULY 24, 2025

I OBITUARY

Jacquelyn Corbett

May 31, 1932, to July 16, 2025

Jacquelyn Corbett, 93, a
cherished mother, grand-
mother, and friend, passed

and five siblings: Doris,
Marion, Ramona, Donna,
and Juanita. She is survived

away peace-
fully on July
16, 2025,
at Baystate
Hospital in
Springfield,
MA. Born on
May 31, 1932,
in Sterling,
MA, she was
the daugh-
ter of Franklin Jacobs and
Marion (Pearson) Horta.

Jacquelyn devoted her
life to nurturing those
around her. She worked
as a caregiver for many
years, devoting herself to
the well-being of others.
Her compassionate spir-
it was evident in every
aspect of her life. Prior
to her caregiving career,
she was employed at the
Belchertown State School.

In 1978, Jacquelyn
moved to Belchertown. She
spent the last eight years
of her life at Christopher
Heights, a residence where
she enjoyed the company
of fellow residents. Her
family expresses heartfelt
gratitude to the staff there
for their exceptional care
and support throughout her
final years.

Jacquelyn was prede-
ceased by her beloved hus-
band, Robert D. Corbett,

by her four
daughters:
Linda White
and her hus-
band Robert
of East Lyme,
CT; Sheila
Masi and
her husband
Mark of West
Springfield;
Jacquelyn Demers and
her husband Scott of
Belchertown; and Patricia
McDonald of Enfield, CT.
She took immense pride
in her nine grandchildren
and thirteen great-grand-
children, who brought
her endless joy and love.
Additionally, she leaves
behind many nieces and
nephews who cherished her
deeply.

A woman of varied inter-
ests, Jacquelyn found great
joy in family gatherings
and cherished moments
spent at York Beach in
Maine, her happy place.
She also dedicated her
time as a volunteer at the
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home.

In honoring Jacquelyn’s
memory, all services will
be held privately, in accor-
dance with her wishes. For
more information, please
visit www.beersandstory.
com

I PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
DESTRUCTION OF
STUDENT
SPECIAL EDUCATION
RECORDS

Please be advised that the
Special Education Records
from Granby JR. SR. High
School Class of 2016 and 2017,
along with the records of stu-
dents released from special
education services during the
2015-2016, 2016-2017 school
year, will be destroyed the week
of August 18, 2025. If you wish
to obtain your records, please
contact the Special Education
office @ 413-409-5393 ext. 1024
prior to Friday August 15, 2025
in order to make arrangements
for pick up. Please note that iden-
tification will be required at the
time of record retrieval.

07/17, 07/24/2025

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF
REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain Mortgage Deed, Security
Agreement and Assignment of
Leases and Rents, given by 55
Main Project, LLC and Shelle
Realty, LLC, to Bluedog Capi-
tal Partners, LLC, dated March
30, 2022, and recorded at the
Hampshire County Registry
of Deeds in Book 14510 Page
40 (the “Mortgage”) of which
Mortgage Bluedog Capital Part-
ners, LLC is the present holder,
for breach of conditions of said
Mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing, the same will be
sold at Public Auction at 11:00
a.m. on August 5, 2025, on the
mortgaged premises located at
55 Main Street, Belchertown,
Massachusetts 01007, a portion
of the premises described in the
Mortgage,

TO WIT:

The land in Belchertown,

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

+ Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

You can count on Dorsey Memovials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, bounded and described as
follows:

Beginning at a point on the
southerly side of Jackson Street,
formerly known as Walnut
Street, said point being the north-
west corner of the parcel herein
conveyed and thence running:

N. 92 ° 1’ E.along Jackson
Street, two hundred forty-seven
(247) feet to the point of inter-
section of the southerly line of
Jackson Street and the westerly
line of Main Street; thence turn-
ing and running

S. 18 © 24°20” E. along Main
Street, seventy-seven (77) feet;
thence turning and running

S.72°30’ E. two hundred thir-
ty-seven (237) feet; thence turn-
ing and running

N. 14° 45’ W. one hundred fif-
ty (150) feet to the point of be-
ginning.

Meaning and intending to
convey and hereby conveying
the land described in a deed of
Majorie D. Peeso to Adelphis R.
Germain, et ux, dated April 20,
1946 and recorded with Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds
in Book 1004, Page 50, EX-
CEPTING so much of the land as
was conveyed by deed of Cath-
erine M. Germain to Sidney T.
Wheble, Jr., et ux, dated May 18,
1954 and recorded in Book 1167
at Page 333.

For reference, see plan entitled
“Land in Belchertown, Survey
by A. D. Lapolice”, recorded as
aforesaid in Book of Plans 45,
page 60.

For title reference see deed re-
corded herewith.

The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all unpaid taxes
and other municipal assessments
and liens, and subject to prior
liens or other enforceable en-
cumbrances of recorded entitled
to precedence over the Mortgage,
and subject to and with the ben-
efit of all easements, restrictions,
reservations and conditions of
record and subject to all tenan-
cies and/or rights of parties in
possession.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of  Twen-
ty-five Thousand and 00/100

($25,000.00) Dollars by certified
or bank check will be required to
be paid by the purchaser at the
time and place of sale. The high
bidder will be required to sign a
Memorandum of Sale upon ac-
ceptance of bid. The balance is
to be paid by certified or bank
check at Peter A. Saulino, P.C.,
550 Locust Street, Fall River,
Massachusetts 02720, or by mail
to 550 Locust Street, Fall River,
Massachusetts 02720, within
thirty (30) days from the date of
sale. Deed will be provided to
purchaser for recording upon re-
ceipt in full of the purchase price.
The description of the premises
contained in said Mortgage shall
control in the event of an error in
this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale.
Bluedog Capital partners, LLC,
Present holder of said
Mortgage Deed,
Security Agreement and
Assignment of Leases
and Rents,
By its Attorneys,
PETER A. SAULINO, P.C.
PETER A. SAULINO,
Saulino & Silvia, P.C.
550 Locust Street
Fall River, MA 02720
PH: (508) 675 - 7770
07/17, 07/24, 07/31/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0424EA
Estate of:
James Joseph Szmyt
Also known as:
Jim Szmyt, James J. Szmyt
Date of Death: 05/25/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy And
Appointment of Personal Rep-

resentative has been filed by
Jonathan J. Szmyt of Wilbra-
ham, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Jonathan J. Szmyt of Wilbra-
ham, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 08/06/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 03, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
07/24/2025

The Sentinel

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Send Us Your
Autumn Event
Information

Turley Publications will
print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our
Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published
September 10, 2025.

Total circulation of 85,000
reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

for Calendar
submissions is
August 11.
: LR
MAIL

2
3

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Deadline
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Community
Autumn Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public
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Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

NFORMATION TO:

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.
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Classifieds
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PIANO FOR SALE
$100 or best offer.
Call Judy at 413-419-8263.

NATIVE ULTIMATE 12
FISHING KAYAK:
Excellent Condition, always stored indoors.
Adjustable seat, Scotty Rod Holders, Hum-
mingbird fish finder, trolling motor, paddle,
Stohlquist fishing vest, and many extras.
$600.
Call Frank 413-537-5254

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x**xx%xA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*****%*
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

Games, coins, sterling, Gl e,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting,  fishing,
signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT

WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations re-
paired, basement waterproofing systems,
sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free esti-
mates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-1611,
(413)374-5377

Cias)

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French

(413) 222-5542

frenchyn@gmail.com

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CASH
JUN

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

OR

Full Time Position
OIL BURNER SERVICE TECH

MA Oil Burner Tech License required. Full
Time position with benefits and vacation.
Local service area, no cities. Potential
signing bonus based on experience. Call
Sherman Oil to inquire. 508-867-7447 or
email shermanoil@aol.com.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5
hours each day. Duties include cleaning,
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
IS SEEKING A
PART-TIME TREASURER.

$20,384 - $23,110 annual salary based
on experience. Approximately 16 hours
per week. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us.

Position is open until filled. Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters
of interest and resumes from qualified can-
didates for a full-time Equipment Op-
erator/General Laborer position within
the Highway Department.
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.

More in-depth information can

be found on the Town’s website:

www.worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the Highway
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road,
Monday - Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information
to highway@worthington-ma.us and
sboard@worthington-ma.us.
This posting will remain pertinent until the
position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

Post your
job openings
-— in our
ce i classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

or call: 413-283-8393
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———
Village Hills

Circulation:

S
Bel
ﬁm}

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER

The Town of Peru Highway Department is
now accepting applications for the posi-
tion of Truck Driver/Laborer. Preferred
applicants will have a valid Class B CDL,
Class 2A Hoisting license, and a current
DOT Physical card. Construction and me-
chanical experience preferred. Must be
able to work in all weather conditions. Po-
sition is full time 40hrs/week with manda-
tory overtime during snowstorms. Excellent
benefits.

Email resume to: townadmin@townof-
peruma.com or mail to Town of Peru,
Board of Selectmen, 3 East Main
Rd. Suite 107, Peru MA 01235.

For additional information contact the High-
way Superintendent at (413) 655-8224.
(The Town of Peru is an equal opportunity
employer).

FOR RENT

4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 15/baths,
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities.
1st/last/security. References and proof of
income required. Call 413-589-0401.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

WARE: 3 BDRM., quiet dead end street.
Refrig/stove/off-street parking. $1300/mo.
First/last. (508) 723-2638.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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The Zawalski
learn the basics of swordplay.

SWORD from page 1

of Dungeons and Dragons,
including an event on learn-
ing to wield a longsword,
was the perfect match to an
adventure-filled

theme for the — —
summer.

“I’'m a curi-
ous person, and I |8
love learning, so
keep levelling up |
and learning more
because it’s fun,” |
said Pettengail.
“Having access

| Medieval 1
| MLCamb_at i

family: Jeff, JenaRose, and Zackery ready to

Martial Arts was almost lost

because of the introduction

of gunpowder and guns, but

people today have found

a way to bring back the old

ways of the
sword.

The lesson
teaches the stu-
dents to guard,
but also how

~ to move when
|, “cutting” so
you are pro-
tecting yourself
and pick out a
picture

through from
your one
library of the
makes a | earioaiiede) man-
huge dif- uals
ference.” to try

T h e t o
lessons help
are taught peo-
from a ple
variety fig-
of old ure
European 7 out
Ei’;tsl’ngslg?s Two facsimiles, books thatare dohitow
themselves a reproduction to be a look- “The
wrote out alike to its original. sword
their lessons lessons 1

and drew pictures, but in a
language that is now dead,
making the process challeng-
ing.

“European sword fight-
ing is different from Middle
Eastern and Asian sword
fighting, and the techniques
you have to learn about are
pretty much in foreign lan-
guages, so you have to trans-
late them into something you
can understand and look at
the pictures that were drawn
before perspective draw-
ing became a thing,” said
Pettengail.

The tradition of European

teach are pretty hard and fast,
for ages 12 and up only. The
reason I do that is because the
organization HEMA, or the
Historical European Martial
Arts, which is trying to
bring back Eastern European
Martial Arts,” said Pettengail.
From learning to hold the
sword to learning to swing
it the right way, the lessons
bring you into history in a
more real way, where you
can experience it as you learn
about what the masters of old
taught and how they fought.
“It is fun, and it is chal-
lenging, and you get to reach

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770

Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

out and hit your friends,”
Pettengail joked. “It’s a lot of
fun, though, and learning the
techniques is a lot of fun.”

The way you swing the
sword is different from what
many might believe, because
you have to have it at the
right angle, or you’ll just slap
someone with the face of the
blade rather than cutting with
the edge of it.

Pettengail started teaching
in the early 2000s, and since
then has found many more
books translated to include
the techniques of many indi-
viduals, including both left
and right-handed duelists.

“When 1 first got into it,
we wore these really padded
swords with hockey gloves
and padding, and now HEMA
has whole suits you can pur-
chase, and now we also have
more translations and even
more knowledge of the mar-
tial arts.”

Learning the way of the
sword also helps dispel a pop-
ular myth that longswords are
heavy, whereas the reality is
that they are much lighter,
only about two to four pounds
each, to make swinging the
sword easier and much more
realistic.

We can find this in the
evidence that the 10-pound
swords were used for parades
or show, as they rarely, if
ever, saw battle with not a
nick in the metal to be seen.
Another source is the tale of
the Black Knight, who fought
for a full day, swinging his
sword for hours on end, a feat
hardly believable with some-
thing more than a few pounds.

“I believe that for anyone
who studies anything in his-
tory, getting to dispel all the
myths is the best part,” said

Neig

The longswords ready to be
wielded.

Pettengail.

For the library classes,
Pettengail has more of a focus
on the long sword techniques,
and the books she owns that
teach different techniques for
wrestling and daggers, as well
as techniques for fighting in
armor.

Learning to wield a sword
is a fun and engaging way to
learn an ancient martial art,
and its unique and wonderful
history all at once.
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RE P AI Rs We Install Only NAPA Parts
FREDERICK TILTON ROUTE 9
Owner 3 AMHERST ROAD
323-5051 BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007
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Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet
Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com
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2026 Norwegian Cruise Line

Bermuda and Nova Scotia —
Call Today

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

00000000000000

Has This Happened to You?

We do what your body shop won't!

Body Rust * Body Rot * Frame Rust ® Chassy Work
Turn to the experts at

Ambherst Welding

Welding ¢ Fabrication ® Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ® Snow Plows ¢ Sanders ® Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867

July 12..........Escape to Rockport $110
July 26..........Perkins Cove for a Day $110

(1o A — Stockbridge - Rockwell Museum............... $120
Oct. 18..........Turkey Train $175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis.......from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com



