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Volunteer garden manager Holly Field instructs Path-
finder Tech students on how to grow chard.

Garden seeks aid through summer

By Ben Hernandez
bhernandez@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
next volunteer session for the
Belchertown School Garden
began on June 28. Located
in front of Swift River
Elementary, the gardens have
been a community staple for
school youths since the early
1990s.

“The school garden has
been around for quite a while
now,” said Volunteer Garden

Manager Holly Field. “I'm
just the current caretaker of
the garden. But it was started
by some teachers who want-
ed to get the children outside
learning in a hands-on envi-
ronment.”

According to documenta-
tion provided by Field, the
garden was originally created
by local third grade school
teacher Carol Wagner in the
early 1990s, the garden proj-
ect was handed off to sever-
al volunteers throughout the

course of its near 40 years of
existence. These transitions
had the garden go through
several different transforma-
tions; which included a sea-
son of cultivated potatoes, a
rock garden, a pollinator gar-
den and the addition of flow-
er beds.

The current garden now
serves as a key element of the
Life on Earth elective course
for students in grades 10
to 12, a class which teach-
es about biodiversity and

how ecosystems work in the
local environment. Since the
incorporation of the garden-
ing planning group Parent
Teacher Garden Garden
Organization in 2015, the
gardens have enjoyed sup-
port from both the school and
wider community support.
However, this town integra-
tion didn’t come without its
share of pitfalls.

Please see GARDEN,
page 8
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School Com weighs
stadium shutdown

Drought leaves
field ‘not safe’

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — The
high school stadium field
may sit idle for at least the
coming fall, and possibly a
full school year, after dis-
trict officials warned the
drought-stricken grass sur-
face is no longer safe for
student athletes.

“We’ve been under
a water ban since

September...”
— Eric Lebeau
During the School

Committee’s June 23 meet-
ing, administrators and
facilities staff detailed how
prolonged water restrictions,
failed wells and herbicide
treatments have left the field
bare and uneven, prompt-
ing a push to move football,
soccer and some field hock-
ey games to alternate sites
while the surface recovers.

“The field’s in rough
shape right now, it is not
safe,” Belchertown High
School Principal Christine
Vigneux said after walking
the surface with facilities
staff. “There are areas of
the field that are not safe,
especially in the middle...
it’s bare.”

The committee did not
take a formal vote, but there
was clear consensus to plan
for moving fall home games
off the high school stadi-
um while the district com-
pletes a long-delayed irriga-
tion project and undertakes
aggressive renovations.
Officials said that means
shifting dozens of soccer,

football and field hockey
contests to other local or
regional fields, arranging
additional busing, and pos-
sibly renting lights — all
while trying to preserve
traditional “Friday night”
experiences for seniors.

Director of Buildings
and Grounds Eric Lebeau
told the committee the sta-
dium’s condition is large-
ly the result of a townwide
water ban that began around
last September and a failed
attempt to solve the issue

with on-site wells.
“We’ve been under
a water ban since...
September. Obviously,
we can’t water any of
our fields right now.
That’s a Belchertown
Water District decision,
not a decision we can
make,” Lebeau said. “The
water has been shut off at
the street, so even if I want-
ed to go and water a field, I
couldn’t do it anyways.”

The district drilled two
wells at the stadium, but a
geological study found the
site could not support a pro-
ductive third well. The two
existing wells produce only
about 15 gallons per min-
ute at a sustainable draw, far
short of the 112 gallons per
minute required by the larg-
est irrigation zone.

“We’re nowhere near...
Our irrigation system, the
largest zone, requires 112
gallons per minute,” Lebeau
said. “So, basically, what
will happen is there’ll be
two very large water stor-
age tanks on site... the wells
will pump and fill those
tanks during the day... to
be used overnight and in the
early morning.”

The Community
Preservation Committee pre-

Please see STADIUM,
page 3

Granby BOH raises concerns
over compliance issues

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY - Health offi-
cials raised concerns over
food-waste composting and
small-scale food operations
last week, pressing Red
Fire Farm and the Chateau
Harmony Food Shed to
meet state wastewater, san-
itation and nuisance stan-
dards amid complaints of
odors, rodents and regulato-
ry gray areas.

Members wrestled with
how to support local agri-
culture and grassroots food
businesses while enforcing
state public health codes.
Red Fire Farm’s partnership
with a commercial banana
composting venture and its
unfinished market build-
ing on Taylor Street drew
extended scrutiny, as did
the Chateau Harmony Food
Shed’s effort to operate a
stationary food stand at 185

West State Street. Officials
signaled they are open to
creative uses but said waste-
water, plumbing and food
safety rules leave little room
for compromise.

“State of Massachusetts
has several minimal codes,
which have to be abided
by... there’s no room for the
town of Granby or any other
town to circumvent state

minimum codes.”

—Lee Lelonde

Red Fire Farm’s hosting
of Banana Compost, a pri-
vate food-scrap hauler that
builds large compost wind-
rows on the farm’s Taylor
Street land, dominated one
of the meeting’s longest
segments. Board members
described a balancing act

between diverting organics
from landfills and respond-
ing to residents’ complaints
about odor and rats.

Board of Health member
Mael Walkowiak reported
visiting the
piles from
the street,
where they
were actively
decomposing.
He said the
first time he
went out, the
rows “were
steaming
and working
real hard. It
smelled, the
way I would describe it’s
ketonic, kind of like ammo-
nia, like people that have
bad diabetes, and they go
into decay.”

After the Department of
Environmental Protection

Please see BOH, page 5

Ne1ghbor1ng town adds to

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - The
renovated pickleball courts at
Buttery Brook Park are com-
pleted. The addition of four
new courts marked the end of
an ongoing project in devel-
opment since 2019.

“It’s free,” said Friends of
Buttery Brook Park President
Kim Prough, a non-prof-
it volunteer organization
designed to both add and
support new features to the
public park. The addition-
al courts mark the end of an
ongoing project in the works
since 2019.

Prough stated the upcom-
ing grand opening was a way
to both welcome new pro-
spective players to the sport
and to honor the legacy of
Ron Bullock, a longtime
high school physical educa-
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tion teacher and early advo-
cate for the growing sport.
Bullock performed the cere-
monial first serve at the court
on Sunday.

Prough mentioned the cre-

Poissant & Neveu Real Estate Team

Info@TheTeamThatSells.com | (413) 813-4479 | www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

Community Focus. Local Expertise.

Rooted here. Ready to guide you home. Serving our community since 2003.

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Residents enjoy the public park courts offered by the Friends
of Buttery Brook Park.

ation of the pickleball courts
were one of the main reasons
why she joined the organi-

Please see PICKLEBALL,
page 4

EeE]
=
| (1FSe)

RofMax Compass
Office: (413) 568-0040
Each Office Independantly Cwned & Operated




PAGE 2 THE SENTINEL - THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026

L
L

:

-
oy
b
., .
- Lok s i@
" by -
. - P
- i
iy 1
. -
Ly
¥
| b
|' d
L | = |
g
. "
i
i

L

e

2 Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today

for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by o
a ISA certified arborist | i
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413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com
INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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I COMMUNITY

What's going on
at the Library?
Check it out!

For General Audiences:

The Clapp Memorial
Library’s Summer Reading
Programs are going on now
through August 15th! This
year’s theme is “Plant a
Seed...Read!” We have pro-
grams for kids ages 0-12,
teens ages 12-18, and adults
ages 18 and up. Keep track
of what you read, take part
in exciting challenges,
attend special summer pro-
grams, and earn chances to
win great prizes! For more
information about all of our
summer reading programs,
stop by the library or visit
our website: clapplibrary.org/
summer-reading-programs.
Thank you to the following
organizations for sponsoring
this program: Belchertown
Family Center Committee,
Friends of Clapp Memorial
Library, Window World of
Western Massachusetts,
bankESB, Bell & Hudson
Insurance Agency, Inc.,
CountryBank, Florence
Bank, Roberts Roofs Co., A
Healing Touch Therapeutic
Massage, Inc., Greenfield
Savings Bank, Liberty
Blues Landscaping, North
Brookfield Savings Bank,
Westover Auto Salvage,
Antonio’s Pizza, Pelham
Industrial Group LTD, Tilton
Automotive, Alix & Sons
Computer Center, Cindy’s
Drive-In, Claymates, and
Station 5 Salon.

Pickleball and
Disc Golf Kits
Available to Check Out Now
We’ve added two new Kkits
to our Library of Things!
Pickleball Kits contain 4
Pickleball paddles, 2 balls,
a carrying case, and playing
instructions. Thank you to
our community members for
their donations for these Kkits!
Belchertown has 2 Pickleball
Courts: One at Chestnut Hill
School, 59 State St, and one
at Jabish Brook School, 61
Springfield Rd. Disc Golf
Kits contain 2 Fairway Driver
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Clapp Memorial
LIBRARY

discs, 1 Distance Driver
disc, 1 Mid Range disc, 1
Putt & Approach disc, 1
Mini-Marker disc, playing
instructions, and a carry-
ing case. Thank you to the
Belchertown Recreation
Department for donating the
disc golf kits! Belchertown’s
Cold Spring Disc Golf
Course at Constantino Field
is located at 111 Sargent St.

Puzzle Competitions

Wednesday, July 8th, 4:00
- 6:00 pm

Wednesday, July 22nd,
4:00 - 6:00 pm

Are you ready to puzzle?
Sign up in a team of two for
a speed puzzling competition
where pairs of contestants
race to finish a 500 piece
puzzle. The 1st place finish-
ers receive a puzzle. Choose
from 2 dates. Register online
at clapplibrary.org or call
413-323-0417. The puz-
zles for this program were
generously donated by
Ravensburger.

For Adults:

Zen Coloring with Crayons

Monday, July 6, 6:00 - 7:30
pm

Create your own zen mas-
terpiece with crayons! Artist
Marie Tucker will help you
make your own beautiful
work of art. Register online
at clapplibrary.org or call

L S —

413-323-0417. This pro-
gram is for adults 18 years
old and up. Please register in
advance as space is limited.
All supplies will be provided
and all experience levels are
welcome! Sponsored by the
Friends of Clapp Memorial
Library.

Author Talk with
Michael Parzymieso

Wednesday, July 8th, 7:00
- 8:30 pm

Join author Michael
Parzymieso on July 8th for a
discussion of the places and
people around Belchertown
and the Quabbin that inspired
the supernatural thriller, The
Dale. This year, he will be
doing a reading of the sequel,
Afterglow, set five years after
the events of The Dale, which
will be published in April
2027. Book signing after-
ward. Books are available
online or at the event.

What “YA” Readin’?
Book Group

Thursday, July 9th, 7:00 -
8:00 pm
Select Board Meeting room

at the Town Hall

The library’s What “YA”
Readin’? Book Group, a
group for adults who read
Young Adult books, will meet
Thursday, July 9th in the
Select Board Meeting room
at the Town Hall to discuss

The Wilderness of Girls by
Madeline Claire Franklin.
Copies of the book are avail-
able for checkout at the cir-
culation desk. New members
are welcome!

For Teens:
Big Prize Bingo

Friday, July 10th, 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Town Hall Auditorium

Teens ages 12-18 are
invited to the library’s Fifth
Annual Summer Reading
Bingo program on Friday,
July 10th, in the Town Hall
Auditorium. Teens will play
bingo for the chance to win
big prizes like gift cards,
signed books and swag, puz-
zles, and more! All attendees
will earn a raffle ticket for
the Teen Summer Reading
Program. Teens can sign up
for the program at the library
or by emailing clapplibrary-
tab@gmail.com. Teens must
be registered for the Teen
Summer Reading Program to
attend. A HUGE thank-you
to Tower Theaters, McCray’s
Farm, Central Rock Gym,
and Spirit of Springfield for
your generous donations to
our Big Prize Bingo program!

Teen Book Club
Wednesday, July 29th, 3:00
-4:00 pm
The Clapp Memorial
Library has a book club

for teens in grades 7-12!
This Teen Book Club is in
conjunction with the MA
Teen Choice Book Awards
(MTCBA), the only book
award in the state selected by
teens. Each month teens will
read and meet to discuss one
book from the 2026 Nominee
List. On Wednesday, July
29th, teens will meet to dis-
cuss Into the Sunken City by
Dinesh Thiru. Copies of the
book are available for check-
out at the library’s circula-
tion desk and on the Libby
and hoopla apps. Snacks
will be provided at the meet-
ing. Email clapplibrarytab@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions.

For Children:

The Curious Giraffe Show

Wednesday, July 8th, 6:00
- 7:00 pm

Town Hall Auditorium

Join author and educator
Dorothy Cresswell for an
interactive show with sto-
ries and songs to learn about
animals and how they rep-
resent wonder in the world.
Part of our Summer Reading
Program! Geared towards
ages 3 to 9. No separate
registration is required, but
children must be registered
for our Summer Reading
Program to attend.

Aquatic Macroinvertebrate
Program

Saturday, July 11th, 9:00 -
10:00 am
Lake Wallace, Belchertown

Join us to investigate fas-
cinating creatures and crit-
ters in Lake Wallace. Local
biologists/parents, Caralyn
Zehnder and Will Duncan,
will show us the life cycles
of aquatic macroinvertebrates
like dragonflies and damsel-
flies. Lake Wallace is locat-
ed behind the police station
next to Foley Field. Geared
towards children ages 4 - 11.
Part of our Summer Reading
Program! Specific event reg-
istration is required, register
online at clapplibrary.org or
call 413-323-0417. Children
must also be registered
for the Summer Reading
Program to attend.

Magic: the Gathering

Saturdays: July 11th, 18th
& 25th, August 1st, 10:30 am
to 1:30 pm

Join us for Magic the
Gathering in the Activity
Room. Bring your own deck
or use one of our learning
decks. Everyone is welcome,
however players must be flu-
ent readers. Players under the
age of 10 must have a care-
giver who is at least 14 years
old on the Library premis-
es. Join us for every session
or just one - it’s up to you!
We will have two instruc-
tors to help get games start-
ed and assist with the rules
of the game. No registration
is required. Join the email
list so if the group needs to
be postponed, we can noti-
fy you, by sending an email
to Jennifer at jwhitehead @
cwmars.org. We will not be
meeting on July 4th.

Two Dinosaurs Are Better
Than One
Wednesday, July 15th, 6:00
- 7:00 pm
Talking Hands Theatre
presents this musical table-
top show featuring differ-
ent kinds of dinosaurs from
the Jurassic Era! Find out
what the dinosaurs plan to
do about that big carnivore,
Allosaurus, who is pushing
everyone around! No separate
registration is required, but
children must be registered
for our Summer Reading
Program to attend. This event
will take place on the Library
lawn. Bring chairs, blankets,
water, and bug spray. Funded
in part by The Belchertown
Cultural Council, a local
agency funded by Mass
Cultural Council, a state
agency.

Clapp Memorial
Library Hours:
Monday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Tuesday 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Wednesday
9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Friday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.*
Saturday 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.*
*The library will be
closed on Friday, July 3rd
and Saturday, July 4th for
Independence Day.

Planning for Quabbin Days 2026 now underway

BELCHERTOWN - The
Friends of Quabbin are
encouraging municipali-
ties, historical societies,
museums, libraries, conser-
vation organizations, arts
groups, farms, businesses,
and community organiza-
tions throughout the Quabbin
Region to begin planning for
Quabbin Days 2026 sched-
uled for Oct. 9 to 12 (www.

QuabbinDays.org).

Quabbin Days is a regional
initiative, coordinated by the
Friends, to encourage resi-
dents and visitors to explore
the twelve communities of
the Quabbin Region through
a variety of local events, pro-
grams, exhibits, tours, per-
formances, outdoor activities,
and community gatherings.

“We know that many orga-

nizations begin planning
their fall schedules months
in advance,” said Ed Comeau
of the Friends of Quabbin.
“We want to give everyone
enough lead time to consider
how they would like to par-
ticipate and to explore oppor-
tunities to work together.”
The inaugural Quabbin
Days celebration in 2025
brought together organiza-

tions from across the region
and demonstrated the value
of a shared regional effort
through historical programs,
museum exhibits, art shows,
living-history demonstra-
tions, and much more.
Participation can take
many forms. Organizations
may create new programs
specifically for Quabbin
Days or designate exist-

ing activities taking place
during the October holiday
weekend as part of the cel-
ebration. Event information
will be added to the Quabbin
Days website as plans are
finalized, and events can be
submitted for the calendar
at www.QuabbinDays.org/
contact.

A key component of the
initiative is the Quabbin

Trail, a self-guided route
connecting the twelve water-
shed communities. By link-
ing attractions, historic sites,
museums, natural areas,
farms, and local businesses,
the trail encourages visitors
to explore the region while
supporting individual com-
munities and organizations.

STADIUM from page 1

viously approved a change
to the district’s grant so that
money originally earmarked
for returfing and a well could
instead be used to install two
large water storage tanks,
along with pumps and con-
trols. District engineers from
Fuss & O’Neill are finalizing
bid specifications.

Lebeau said the project
is expected to go out to bid
within weeks, with a bid
award anticipated by mid-Ju-
ly and a possible installation
by the end of August if mate-
rials arrive on time. Until

that system is operational, he
said, major field work such
as aeration, topdressing and
slit-seeding would be risky
and potentially wasted.

“There’s things we could
do to the field, but... doesn’t
make sense putting the cart
before the horse,” he told the
committee. “I can bring in a
contractor to do some work
on the fields, but if I can’t
water it, it really doesn’t
make any sense to spend
money on that right now.”

In recent weeks, the district
has applied herbicide to kill
off weeds and attempted to
reseed parts of the stadium,

but those efforts stalled with-
out irrigation.
Superintendent Brian
Cameron backed assess-
ments, warning the commit-
tee he is concerned about
serious injuries if play contin-
ues the stadium this fall.
Committee member Ruby
Bansal argued that if the dis-
trict invests in restoring the
turf, it should resist the temp-
tation to rush back onto the
field at the first sign of green.
Lebeau said that if unlim-
ited water were available
immediately, he could proba-
bly make the field technical-
ly playable by fall, but that

would come at the cost of
longer-term recovery.

The emerging consensus,
echoed by Cameron, Vigneux
and Bansal, was to plan for
closing the stadium field for
at least the fall 2026 season,
and potentially for the entire
2026-27 school year, to
allow a full cycle of renova-
tion and establishment.

“If we’re going to move
forward with closing the field
in the fall, then we might as
well do it in the spring, give
it the best chance we have...
spend a whole year just
working the field,” Lebeau
said.

The district is exploring
a renovated town recreation
field, as a home venue for
afternoon soccer and some
field hockey. That site has no
lights, meaning games would
need to be scheduled earlier
in the day.

For football, Vigneux said,
the most realistic option may
be using the turf field in
Palmer, through Pathfinder,
which does have lights but
would require busing players
— and potentially the march-
ing band — to an out-of-town
“home” field.

Committee member Hope
Gaurdenier pressed admin-

istrators to consider whether
renting temporary lights for
the other might be cheaper
than transporting teams to
Palmer, especially for seniors
looking forward to a final
home-field experience.

Cameron said the admin-
istration will conduct a
cost-benefit analysis of bus-
ing versus lights and will
bring back options. Athletic
Director Kevin McNeil, who
was listening remotely while
on vacation, has been asked
to attend a future meeting to
detail scheduling scenarios
and costs.
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W, Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse
Our Farmstand Is NOW OPEN!!

CALL ABOUT PYO STRAWBERRIES & BLUEBERRIES!

7am-5pm ¢ Weather & Crops Permitting ¢ New Ludlow Road - Now Accepting Credit Cards!
Call Our Farmstand for up-to-date information 467-3794

Our Own
Fresh Corn
Is Goming!

Homema

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

e Sourdou

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beets & Cucumbers

Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies,
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products,
Variety of Local Maple Products and Honey, Caramel Corn Nuggets & Soup Mixes
gh Bread, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces

Family Owned & Operated Mama Life Oils, Sir Barks-A-Lot Dog Treats & More!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby

A413-4A67-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Most Major
Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available
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i PUBLIC SAFETY

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in
the Belchertown Police log
and arrests for the weeks of
June 18, through June 24.
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the
police department based on
the review of the detailed
log summary. This feature is
designed to provide context
and explanation to some of
the calls police respond to
every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Tuesday June 23

1:48 p.m. — An officer
conducting a traffic enforce-
ment grant stopped a motor
vehicle on Franklin Street.
The officer determined the
operator to be a 20-year-old
Southbridge resident. They
were operating with a sus-
pended license and was
issued a citation.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Thursday June 18
4:31 p.m. — A person
brought in a bluetooth speak-
er found at Foley Field. The

owner is unknown. The
speaker was entered into
property for safe keeping.

6:03 p.m. — An officer took
a report of Warren Wright
Road resident who believed
a person stole items from
their vehicle. They followed
the suspected person for a
while and reported seeing the
vehicle going west onto Bay
Road.

Saturday, June 20

10:29 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident
on Federal Street. A vehi-
cle turning left onto Federal
Street struck a second vehi-
cle. The operator of the first
vehicle said they didn’t see
the first vehicle. The oper-
ator of the second vehicle
said they were cut off by the
first vehicle. No injuries were
reported and no tows were
needed.

10:47 a.m. - The
Belchertown Fire
Department responded to
a medical call at a Brenda
Lane home. On arrival, para-
medics found an adult male
deceased at the scene. Based
on their observations inside
the residence, Chief John
Ingram requested a state
hazmat team to determine

whether any potential haz-
ards were present. Residents
may see local and state pub-
lic safety vehicles in the area
as we continue to assess the
scene, but there is no danger
to the public.

1:31 p.m. — An officer at
the town’s pride event on the
town common was given a
pair of keys that were found.
They were entered into prop-
erty.

10:26 p.m. — An officer
received a text to 911 call
from a person. The person
reported they were on TikTok
and messaged with a person.
They shared photos and then
they sent photos in turn. The
matter involved juveniles and
the School Resource Officer
was notified.

Monday, June 22

12:15 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
North Main Street. A vehi-
cle traveling north on North
Main Street attempted to turn
around, driving over a lawn
and causing substantial dam-
age to a flooded lawn. The
vehicle was driven from the
scene and no injuries were
reported.

12:05 p.m. — An officer
took a report of fraud. A

person was reviewing bank
statements when they saw
the value of one account was
diminishing and it became
apartment that money was
being removed from the
account. The matter is under
investigation.

12:37 p.m. — An offi-
cer responded to a report of
a person bit by a dog, and
they were evaluated by
Belchertown Fire and EMS.
No transport was needed and
Belchertown Animal Control
was notified.

9:08 p.m. — An officer took
a report of fireworks being
shot into their yard by a
neighbor. Debris was found
in the neighbor’s yard. Saw
person by the garage hold-
ing the empty firework tools
and said did fire them but not
aiming in that direction. They
denied there were more, but
the officer observed there
were in fact more fireworks.
The officer advised they were
illegal in Massachusetts. The
person eventually turned over
the fireworks. The fireworks
were brought to Belchertown
Fire Department to have
them destroyed.

Wednesday, June 24
6:49 a.m. — An officer con-

ducting radar on Main Street
found a trailer plate. An offi-
cer tried to contact the owner
in Phillipston, and it was
entered into property.

7:56 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Turkey Hill Road. A vehicle
was parked and when the
owner came out of a busi-
ness, they observed damage
to the left rear corner and
tailgate. It appeared a vehi-
cle backed into their vehicle.
There was no way to identify
the second vehicle.

Granby
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby
Police Department respond-
ed to 104 calls for the week
of June 19, through June 25.
Those arrested are presumed
innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law. The Granby
Police Department provides
all information.

Monday, June 22
12:41 p.m. — A resident
called to report that they
received a call from Walmart
Credit stating there was a
problem with her account.
They hung up on them and

did not give them any infor-
mation

1:26 p.m. — A resident
reported receiving a text
message stating that that
they have to appear in district
court tomorrow. The message
didn’t say what court. They
were advised it is a scam and
to delete and block.

Tuesday, June 23
8:06 a.m. — A motorist
reported striking a guard-
rail. Granby Police and Fire
responded. There were no
injuries. There was extensive
damage to the guardrail.
10:39 a.m. — A motor-
ist reported striking a deer.
There were no injuries. leak-
ing.

Wednesday, June 24
9:34 a.m. — A motorist
reported a two-car accident
with no injuries.

Thursday, June 25

3:44 p.m. — Several call-
ers reported a 2-car acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire
responded. Belchertown
Fire and South Hadley Fire
were called for mutual aid.
Five people were trans-
ported to the hospital with
non-life-threatening injuries.

Ware Grange
hosting
gardening
event

WARE - Ware Grange’s
next gardening workshop,
“Composting,” will be held
on Monday, July 13 at 7
p.m. at the Grange Hall
at 297 Belchertown Road
in Ware. Our present-
er will be Rubén Parrilla,
Education Director for the
Northeast Organic Farming
Association. In this work-
shop, participants will
learn how to transform
yard waste and some kitch-
en scraps into nutrients to
keep garden soil healthy,
how to manage a compost
pile, how to compost if you
have limited space, and
when to use the compost
in your garden. Visit Ware
Grange on Facebook or at

waregrange.org for more
information.

2%

PICKLEBALL from page 1

zation. She caught the pick-
leball bug from a friend of
hers in Florida before Covid
times and thought the sport
was a great way to increase
community outreach in South
Hadley. She stated the town
was “very supportive” in
bringing the sport to the park
and identified Andy Rogers
from the recreation depart-
ment as the strongest ally for
the court creation project.

“There was no money
available,” Prough said. “So
I pretty much said ‘if I can
raise the money, can we build
the courts?” And he said
‘yes, we’ll figure out how to
make that happen.” So they
decided on the location of
Buttery Brook Park and we
raised the money.”

Prough said the four new
courts were privately fund-
ed and mentioned there was
“less than $20,000” provid-
ed by the town for the sec-
ond set of courts, creating a
total of eight available courts.
She applauded the commu-
nity, who she described as
“incredibly generous” and

TURLEY PHOTOS BY

BEN HERNANDEZ

The new courts opened
to the public on June 28.
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stated the park had “a lot of
volunteers” who offer their
time to run tournaments, sell
raffle tickets and otherwise
do “a bunch of things” to
help fundraise.

“The greatest thing about
pickleball is really the com-
munity,” Prough said. “You
can just show up. There
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The quick drop in
and out nature of pick-
leball combined with its
ability to foster a strong
community are factors
which Prough believes
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Daily

Play, must mix in, share and shift courts,
jessons 8nd use the posted paddie up system,

The South Hadley Pickleball
cour_ts are open and free to the
public with both morning and

afternoon hours.

All are welcome, so long as
players maintain good sports-

manship at all times.

between twelve to fifteen
minutes long. She said it
was the short duration, com-
pounded with the rest breaks,
which offer opportunities to

A((

~ RESERVED HOURS

8:30 AM to 11:00 AM

Monday- Friday
4:30 PM to Close

During these hours all courts are reserved
for Open Play. All players, at all leveis of

1 players.

“It’s totally whatever time

= you have, you can pop down

and play. And I think that
fits into people’s schedules,”
Prough said. “It creates a
really incredible community.”
The first four courts were
completed in 2022, a mile-
stone Prough reflected upon
as the grand opening for the
second set of courts draws
near. She
stated the
project
came “full
circle” with
the second
completion,
/ the results
o of which,
she admitted,
were more
than what
she expected.
“I had no
idea that we
would have
the interest
that we’ve
had in pickle-
ball,” Prough
said. “I
mean, I knew
it was big,
but we have
nearly 2000
people on our
Team Reach,
which is an
app that’s used to
connect our com-
munity.”
Belchertown
and Agawam
are also huge
hubs for pickle-
ball with many
courts as well as
multiple groups
and leagues playing in those
communities. Pickleball
has gained popularity all
throughout the region.
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Former resident and author to speak at CML

BELCHERTOWN
— Author and former
Belchertown resident
Michael
Parzymieso
will return to
Clapp Memorial
Library on July
8at7p.m.

This appear-
ance 1is part
of the New
England leg of
his book tour
in support of
his supernatu-
ral thriller, The
Dale.

The event will center
around a discussion of the
places and people around
Belchertown and the Quabbin
that inspired the novel.He
will then read a passage from
his new novel, Afterglow,
which takes place five years
after the events of The Dale.

Michael Parzymieso

He is also encouraging
anyone who has thought
about publishing to attend the
event and ask ques-
tions about the pro-
cess of publishing
a novel, building a
good story, and pro-
moting novels in the
digital age.

After the read-
ing and Q & A,
Parzymieso will
sign copies already
purchased and cop-
ies purchased at the
event.

The Dale is set in
Belchertown in the eighties
and early nineties.

When asked about the
biggest challenges he faced
and what he learned over the
past year since publication he
said, “The biggest challeng-
es were learning how to get
the novel in front of as many

eyes as possible. You have to
navigate the digital element
of marketing, I had to find
time to write my third novel,
and plan tour events. It’s all
a challenge; but I believe that
you must have the same faith
in your novel that your pub-
lisher and editor do. If you
do, good things will happen.”

In the year since publica-
tion, he has toured extensive-
ly in the Northeast, and this
year heads to the Midwest.

The Dale follows Caroline
Sullivan as she races to dis-
cover whether she is losing
her mind as her psychiatrist
suspects or losing her soul as
her priest fears.

“It’s about the power of
faith and friendship in the
face of evil. About find-
ing hope in even the darkest
times,” he said.

This setting and story
were inspired by his teenage

years roaming the Quabbin
and Belchertown. Parzymieso
lived in town and attend-
ed Belchertown High and
Middle School in the 80’s.

Michael Parzymieso has
written for local, regional,
and national magazines.

He is the Queset House
Author in Residence for July.
His novel, The Dale, has been
the subject of newspaper arti-
cles, radio, and podcasts in
New York and Massachusetts
as well as featured on Steve
Harper, and NPR’s The
Fabulous 413. In addition
to the New England leg of
the summer tour, he will be
visiting Detroit, Toronto,
Hamilton, Pittsburg, Boston,
Buffalo, and traveling
throughout New York.

This is a free event, and all
are welcome.

Scholarship
winners
announced

BELCHERTOWN
— The Belchertown
Scholarship Fund is proud
to announce the recipients
of its 2026-2027 scholar-
ships. These scholarships
are awarded to deserv-
ing Belchertown resi-
dents who wish to pursue
post-secondary education.
The recipients are select-
ed from a pool of appli-
cants from Belchertown
High School, Pathfinder
Regional Vocational
Technical High School,
and homeschooled stu-
dents.

The Town of
Belchertown Scholarship
Committee sincerely
thanks all current and past
supporters. Your financial
contributions make a real
difference, supporting the
education of our town’s
children. We are deeply
grateful for your ongoing
support and belief in edu-
cation.

This year, the
Belchertown Scholarship
Fund awarded a total
of three $1,500 schol-
arships to students who
demonstrated academic
excellence, community
involvement, and finan-
cial need.

The recipients of the
2026-2027 scholarships
are:

Abigail Almeida grad-
uated from Belchertown
High School and plans
to study at Baypath
University in the Fall.

Edith Audette gradu-
ated from Belchertown
High School and plans
to study Franklin Pierce
University in the Fall.

Natalie Krawczyk grad-
uated from Belchertown
High School and plans to
study at Elms College in
the Fall.
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inspection and correc-
tive work, including more
wood chips and turning,
Walkowiak told colleagues
the material smelled “like
fresh mulch” and that he
could not find burrows
around the piles.

DEP’s Western
Massachusetts solid waste
chief, Dan Hall, had already
ordered changes. Reading
from the agency’s direc-
tive, Board Chair William
Shaheen said Red Fire Farm
must “retain a qualified pest
control consultant to inspect
the facility and take those
steps that are necessary to
ensure the successful man-
agement of vectors.”

Board members questioned
how any rodent-control pro-
gram might affect both fin-
ished compost and ground-
water.

Member Lee Lelonde
warned that if rodenticide is
used, “that chemical is going
to be directly introduced into
the compost that is going to
preclude any type of organ-
ic compost being used from
that product going forward.”
He added that leaching could
“end up poisoning the nearby
streams and kill the fish.”

Animal Control Officer
Kim Bernier-Goldsmith sug-
gested some farms avoid
chemicals by using trained
dogs. “A lot of farms will
hire people that have dogs to
come in and kill the rats... so
it’s no chemicals on the prop-
erty,” she said.

The board also probed
whether a commercial com-
posting business taking resi-
dential scrap buckets, includ-
ing meat, dairy and fish, is
a “normal agricultural oper-
ation” protected under state
law or a distinct commercial
use that can be regulated as a
potential public nuisance.

Shaheen said the town
may need new rules, even if
they prove unpopular. “We’re
here to serve the public and
the public good, and we’re
kind of commanded by our
position to do this, which we
don’t like to do,” he said.

TurnYour Gold Into Cash!

He said he would consult
town counsel, Brian O’Toole,
about drafting possible set-
back regulations for commer-
cial food-waste composting
and likely hold a public hear-
ing involving Red Fire Farm,
Banana Compost and neigh-
bors.

Building Commissioner
Tom Quinlan added that, in a
separate conversation, a Red
Fire representative indicated
the relationship with Banana
Compost may be ending. He
said the farm “were going to
ask them to leave the prop-
erty, not do it anymore,” and
promised to “reach out to her
and, and see... if that’s actu-
ally going to be the case.”

Red Fire Farm’s partially
finished market building on
Taylor Street also returned
to the agenda. The farm has
been operating an outdoor
stand since a prior building
burned and asked if custom-
ers could begin using the
new structure before full
build-out.

Quinlan said the building
code and plumbing require-
ments mean the public can-
not yet be allowed inside.
He told the board the farm
should “have it on the outside
under the porch, pull a tent
permit, have a tent, kind of
like they’ve been running for
years... since they’ve lost the
building.”

The Board of Health
agreed to maintain an out-
side-only restriction until
toilets, septic and other code
items are resolved.

On West State Street,
the owners of the Chateau
Harmony Food Shed,
Marilyn and Jamie
Tannaccone, confronted a
different kind of regulatory
barrier. After a site visit, the
board, Quinlan and the fire
department concluded their
stationary food stand must
meet full restaurant-level
standards if it is to serve pre-
pared food.

Jamie Iannaccone told the
board, “The Board of Health,
Tom Quinlan and the plumb-
ing inspector have made it
outrageously difficult, if not
impossible, to comply with
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all of the regulations that...I
can’t even begin to add up
how much it would cost us.”

The central issue was how
to dispose of wastewater.
Jamie lannaccone proposed
catching sink water in con-
tainers and carrying it by
hand into the Chateau build-
ing to dump in a toilet.

Shaheen rejected that out-
right. “You would propose to
collect the wastewater from
under the sink, hand carry it
across the parking lot into the
Chateau... That’s unaccept-
able. You cannot deal with
wastewater that way in this
day and age, in the year 2026
unfortunately,” he said.

Officials said the stand
would need, at minimum,
an under-sink grease trap,
an exterior concrete grease
trap and a piped connection
to the property’s septic tank,
plus a sink large enough for
the largest pot and a separate
slop sink.

Lelonde emphasized that
these are state requirements,
not local preferences. “State
of Massachusetts has several
minimal codes, which have
to be abided by... there’s no
room for the town of Granby
or any other town to circum-
vent state minimum codes,”
he said.

Marilyn Iannaccone said
the couple did not antici-
pate such extensive upgrades
because the unit had already
operated elsewhere. “When
we purchased this unit exact-
ly as it was, it was operating
outside in another town in
Massachusetts, fully permit-
ted, so we never considered
that there would be anything
more necessary,” she told the
board.

Shaheen urged them to
consult Health Inspector
Lynn Diniz about lower-im-
pact options such as cold
drinks and packaged snacks,
that might fit the existing
setup, and to use the 2013
Food Code as their “guide-
book going forward.”

Both Red Fire Farm and
Chateau Harmony left
the meeting without final
approvals but with clearer
direction.

NOTICE
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more than one
corrected inser-
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in an advertise-
ment to a greater
extent than the
cost of the space
occupied by the
item in the adver-
tisement.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

When should my wife
claim Social Security?

Dear Rusty:

We could use guidance
on optimum dates for my
spouse to begin taking
Social Security.

She doesn’t have
enough work credits
on her own, so she will
be using mine for spou-
sal benefits. 1 was born
in 1955, and I now get
$3,886 in monthly SS ben-
efits.

My wife was born in
1961. We currently receive
about $50,000 per year in
royalties and VA disabili-
ty payments that will stop
upon my death.

So, with that in mind,
can you suggest opti-
mum dates for my wife to
claim, based on my pro-
Jjected death in early 2027
or early 2030? My wife is
very healthy and will like-
ly live beyond 2040.

Of course no one can
predict their own pass-
ing, these are just ran-
dom dates I came up with
based on probabilities
with my health issues.

Signed: Planning
Ahead

Dear Planning Ahead:

Life expectancy and
financial need are prima-
ry factors for your wife to
consider at this point, plus
whether she is now work-
ing. Her Full Retirement
Age for Social Security
purposes is age 67 and, if
she takes her spouse bene-
fit before that, the month-
ly amount will be reduced
by about 8.3% for each
year early, and she will
also be subject to Social
Security’s Annual Earning
Test, which limits how
much she can earn from
working prior to reaching
her FRA.

Statistically, your wife’s
life expectancy is about
87 that’s average lon-
gevity for a woman your
wife’s current age. Even
though she isn’t eligible
for her own SS retirement
benefits, she can still get a
spousal benefit while you
are both living and will
get an even higher surviv-
ing spouse benefit when
you die.

That’s because her
spousal benefit while
both living will be based
on 50% of your Full
Retirement Age enti-
tlement, but your wife’s
surviving spouse bene-
fits when you die will be
based upon 100% of the
benefit you were receiv-
ing at your death.

Generally, if you
believe you will pass
within the next few years
and your wife isn’t work-
ing, her best option would
be to claim her regular
spouse benefit now.

Although she will ini-
tially get less than 50%
of your FRA entitle-
ment, that amount will
be replaced automatical-
ly by her higher survivor
benefit when you pass.
Depending on her age
when you pass, she will
get the full $3,886 month-
ly amount you are receiv-
ing at your death plus any
COLA yet to be awarded.

If that happens before
she reaches her full retire-
ment age, her monthly
survivor amount will be
actuarially reduced based
upon how far before
her FRA it is claimed.
Generally, the survivor
benefit reduction will be
about 4.75% for each full
year claimed early about
.396% for each month
early.

So, to a large degree,
your wife’s options for
spouse and survivor ben-
efits are based on your
expected longevity. If you
have reason to believe you
will pass within the next
few years, then your wife
should probably claim her
spousal benefit now while
you are both living.

Because she is a bit shy
of 65 years old, her initial
SS spouse benefit will be
reduced she’ll get about
42% of your FRA bene-
fit amount, instead of the
50% she would get if she
claimed at age 67.

She can collect that
amount until you die,
at which time she will
receive her survivor’s ben-
efit as your widow. If she
has reached age 67 when
that happens, your wife’s
benefit will become the
same as yours was when
you died, the $3,986, plus
any COLA since awarded.

And she will collect
that higher SS survivor
benefit for the remain-
der of her life which,
from what you’ve shared,
would likely be about
20+ years. Assuming
her life expectancy is at
least average, that is how
your wife would get the
most cumulative Social
Security benefits over her
lifetime.

As you have said, no
one can predict how long
they will live, but from
the information you’ve
provided, I expect that
the above would likely be
your wife’s best Social
Security strategy. And,
for the record, I admire
you exploring your wife’s
options in advance. I hope
this answers your ques-
tion, but rest assured we
are always here if you
need any further informa-
tion.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intend-
ed for information pur-
poses and does not rep-
resent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor
Jfor AMAC.

Reminiscing brings butterflies to mind

y husband and I
were sitting on the
porch reminiscing.

To be honest I felt a bit
melancholy. Where has time
gone?

With empty nesting feel-
ing like it’s right around the
corner, it’s easy to drift back
in time and wish just for
a moment that the kids
were little again.

Boy, did we read lots
of books. I remember
one of the girls’ favor-
ites was “Butterfly
Count” by Sneed B.
Collard III.

In honor of “days gone
by,” enjoy this column right
out of the archives

The basic premise of
the book highlights the
North American Butterfly
Association’s Fourth of July
butterfly count with a sim-
ple story of a mother and
daughter counting butterflies
at a prairie restoration site
named after the girl’s great
great-grandmother Nora
Belle.

When Nora traveled west
as a child, “regal fritillar-
ies by the thousands danced
over the bluestem grasses,
setting the prairie afire with
butterfly wings” yet today
they are gone, “their prairie
homes are farms and houses
now.” The story ends with
mother and daughter finding
the rare butterfly in an undis-
turbed area of the preserve,
the tiny cemetery in which
her great great-grandparents
are buried.

Reading the book got
me thinking about what we
could do as gardeners to
encourage healthy butter-
fly populations. According
to the North American
Butterfly Association it isn’t
enough to simply choose
specific flowering “nectar”
plants to attract butterflies,
we must also choose plants
that will feed caterpillars-
that way we are providing

for the entire life cycle of the
insect.

Some of the best nectar
plants for our area include
native wildflowers such as
boneset, Joe-pye-weed, milk-
weed, black-eyed Susan and
purple coneflower.

i
ardgn

Other common wildflowers
like hawkweed, ox-eye daisy
and Queen Anne’s Lace
make good nectar plants as
well.

Top caterpillar food plants
for our region include carrot,
dill, parsley, fennel, milk-
weed, nasturtium and verbe-
na.

The largest number of but-
terfly species will be drawn
to our yards if we imitate
how plants grow in the wild.
To do so, we should install
a diverse mixture of trees,
shrubs, perennial and annual
flowers and herbs that bloom
throughout the growing sea-
son.

Trees such as aspens, wil-
lows, poplars, and wild cher-
ry make great host plants for
caterpillars. In addition, they
give butterflies shelter from
the wind, protection from
predators and spots to roost
at night.

A good habitat should also
include some form of water
source that will provide
butterflies with addition-
al moisture when dew and
rain are scarce. “The Family
Butterfly Book” by Rick
Mikula (Storey Publishing,
$29.95) offers a fun proj-
ect to make with your kids
called a waterless pond.

Line a shallow hole in the

garden with a trash bag, fill
it with stones and add water.
Dew will collect on the rocks
in the morning and slide
down the cracks.

Butterflies can land on the
rocks and sip water from the
crevices. Put a narrow band
of sand around your pond
and this area will serve dou-

ble-duty as a “puddling
station,” a place for
male butterflies to
imbibe salts and
minerals in prepara-
tion for mating.

Another import-
ant feature in a butterfly
garden is a basking sta-
tion. To be able to fly, these
solar powered creatures must
warm up.

In fact, Mikula reports that
their flight muscles must
achieve 83 degrees before
lift-off!

Light colored stepping
stones placed about the
garden will reflect the sun,
allowing the insects upper
and lower wing surfaces to
heat up at the same time.

After researching this arti-
cle I realize just how little
I know about butterflies.
Luckily, some of the plants
mentioned above already
grow on my property, and
butterflies often frequent the
premises.

For more information
on or to participate in the
North American Butterfly
Association’s butterfly count
consult their website at
www.naba.org.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence
and home telephone
number. We must
authenticate authorship
prior to publication.
We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com.
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5
p-m.

Turley
Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information
about key endorsements or
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.
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By Ellenor Downer

ohn Kunhardt of
JBelchertown took this

photo of a northern
yellow warbler near Lake
Wallace in Belchertown.

Northern yellow warblers
are small, evenly propor-
tioned songbirds with medi-
um-length tails and rounded
heads. They are 4.7 to 5.1
inches long. For a warbler,
the straight, thin bill is rela-
tively large.

Northern yellow warblers
are uniformly yellow birds.
Males are a bright, egg-yolk
yellow with reddish streaks
on the underparts. Females
are also yellow but appear

.

slightly duller.

Both sexes flash yellow
patches in the tail. The face is
unmarked, accentuating the
large black eye.

People may look for these
warblers near the tops of tall
shrubs and small trees.

They forage restlessly,
with quick hops along small
branches and twigs to glean
caterpillars and other insects.

Northern yellow warbler

-

Il

Males sing their sweet, whis-
tled songs from high perches.

Northern yellow warblers
breed in shrubby thickets and
woods, particularly along
watercourses and in wet-
lands. Common trees include
willows, alders and cotton-
woods across North America

Please see BACKYARD,
page 7
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Shannon Brown from
Cason Crochet located
in Hadley sells hand-
made crochet cuddly
creations for sale.

BELCHERTOWN -
On Saturday, June 20
the Belchertown Pride
Festival covered the
town common with food
trucks, vendors, music
and family friendly activi-
ties. The event celebrated the
LGBTQ+ community.

Ultraviolet rocked the stage singing power ballads. Lily Voisine, Jake Demento, John Demen-
to and Wesley Hill are Belchertown High School students who cover songs from Greenday,
Paramore, Pat Benatar, to Blink 182 and more.

It’s not easy being

\ celebrates PRIDE

FeI|0|ty V Lay entertamed the crowd smgmg and

dancing.

green, so Kermit
decided to wear a

rainbow tutu.

Ariel Mehler from Brodester’s Pet Boutique located in Amherst specializes in customizable collars,
bandannas, leashes, bowties, and other pet items.

BACKYARD from page 6

In winter these warblers
inhabit a variety of wood-
ed habitats including man-
groves, deciduous forests and
tropical evergreen forests, as
well as gardens, town plazas,
second growth, brushy pas-
tures, hedgerows, agricultural
lands and plantations.

Their song sounds like
“sweet-sweet-sweet, I’'m so
sweet.”

Yellow warblers usually
build their nests in shrubs or
small trees, typically 3 to 10
feet above the ground. The
nest is often placed in dense
foliage, making it difficult
for predators to spot.

They commonly select wil-
lows, alders or other shrubs
near water. The surrounding
leaves provide camouflage
and protection from harsh
weather.

A typical yellow warbler
clutch contains about three
to five pale greenish or bluish
white eggs with small brown
or gray speckles.

The female incubates
the eggs for roughly 11 to
12 days, rarely leaving the
nest except to feed. Once the
chicks hatch, both parents
help feed them.

Feeding mealworms

After seeing a pair of
bluebirds, I started putting
out mealworms on the pic-
nic table every day. I figured
black bears would not bother
with mealworms.

I was right and the birds
ate them up quickly. Yes, the
bluebirds came for the meal-
worms, but so did two cat-
birds and a male robin.

The other day the pair of
catbirds landed on the table
as I spread out the meal-
worms. I’ve noticed them
check the table for meal-
worms before I put them out.

Red-shouldered hawk

A woman in Montgomery
reported a red-shouldered
hawk in her yard. It’s one of
the most distinctively marked
common hawks with barred
reddish-peachy underparts
and a strongly banded tail.

Wild turkey encounter

My daughter, Paula, was
walking her dog, JoJo on
the rail trail in Gilbertville
along the river. A hen turkey
was hidden on the side of the
trail. She states, “When JoJo
and I ran by, she flew up.
One of the babies panicked
and started running after
mom flew off, which caused
mom to charge at us making
a bunch of noise.”

She states, “JoJo and
I sprinted a good 20 feet
before she decided we
weren’t a threat anymore.”

She continues, “But this
was definitely the closes
encounter we’ve ever had.
JoJo now ranks turkeys in the
‘scary’ category along with
Canada geese.”

Brimfield birds

A Brimfield resident
emailed, “A pair of yel-
low-bellied sapsuckers spent
a few days visiting a native

dogwood tree in the yard
awhile back. And we have
seen a few warblers, a com-
mon yellowthroat checked
me out when I was working
in the garden yesterday. We
have at least two male hum-
mingbirds visiting the yard
and feeders and at least one
female.”

He stated, “I saw a female
rose-breasted grosbeak col-
lecting nesting material so
I’'m going to look for a nest.
Several years ago I found a
grosbeak nest near our shed.”

Osprey
The Brimfield resident
stated in his email, “The

Osprey nest in Warren looks
like the chicks have hatched
based on the behavior of an
adult at the nest yesterday.
In the past it is usually mid
June before I see chicks in
the nest. When they are very
young osprey chicks mostly
lay down in the nest waiting
to be fed.”

He reported four great blue
heron nests at the pond I visit
in Warren where the Ospreys
nest.

Bird count

The Brimfield resident also
stated, “The Allen Bird Club
of Springfield does a spring
bird count each year in mid
May. We use the Christmas
Bird Count count circle, I
have covered Ludlow since
1989. I only managed 50
species this year, partly
because my hearing isn’t
what it use to be.”

He stated, “I did man-

age to find a Tennessee and
Parula warbler, about a dozen
yellow-rumped warblers, two
common loons, one each sol-
itary and spotted sandpiper
and a black-billed cuckoo. I
hadn’t seen a cuckoo in a

few years.”

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88 @aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing
to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box

448, Barre, MA 01005. The
Palmer office has a new
phone system and I will be
getting an extension where
messages may be left. I will
publish the number as soon
as it is set up.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007

WILLIAM RAVEIS
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200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002
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Seeking sponsorship
for car show event

BELCHERTOWN -
In an effort to defray the
costs (trophies, permits,
entertainment, flyer print-
ing, and distribution, etc.),
the Belchertown Lions
Club is appealing to our
local businesses to have an
18” x 24” weather-resis-
tant sign with ground stake
custom-printed and prom-
inently displayed on the
Town Common during the
event on Aug. 8. We will
handle the set-up design
and printing for a dona-
tion of $100. All proceeds
from this year’s car show
will stay locally as we
support our Senior Center,
Fuel Assistance Programs,
Veterans’ Organizations,
Scouting America, Girl
Scouts, Relay For Life,
Aaron’s Day, local Food
Pantries, Belchertown
Little League, College
and Continuing Ed.
Scholarships for seniors
at BHS and Pathfinder,
as well as emergency
requests regarding sight
and hearing concerns.

Alternately, or in addi-
tion to the sponsor sign,
businesses can opt to sub-
mit an item or gift cer-
tificate in any amount to
be displayed for a Pick-

A-Prize raffle -- where
attendees can purchase a
sheet of 25 tickets...and
place as many of their
tickets into whichever gift
bags they desire.

If you are the owner or
representative of a local
business and would like
to sponsor a ground sign,
kindly email Lion Mike
Mathras at mmathras @
charter.net, and you will
promptly receive the nec-
essary information to do
so.

If you would like to
donate a gift certificate
or prize for our raffle
table, please get in touch
with Barb Greene at
br123199 @charter.net

As you consider your
donation, please keep in
mind that all profits from
the sale of food, raffle
tickets, and sponsor sig-
nage at this event will go
directly to the local chari-
ties mentioned above.

Stay tuned for upcoming
information regarding the
“Cruisin’ the Common”
Car Show in the Sentinel,
by visiting our website at
www.belchertownlions-
club.com, or by checking
out our Facebook page:
Belchertown Lions Club.

Seniors need to pick
up senior packets

BELCHERTOWN -
Graduating seniors who
were previously on an IEP
are encouraged to pick
up their senior packets at
Central Office. Packets
include; most recent IEP
and testing along with a
summary of performance.
If you wish to obtain your
records, please come to
Central Office, 14 Maple

Street with picture iden-
tification, between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
Monday-Friday, excluding
holidays. High School tran-
scripts that contain course
titles, and grades received
will continue to be stored
at the BHS Counseling
Office for sixty (60) years
after graduation.

e

READING
) NEWSPAPERS

R IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER

GARDEN from page 1

“When Covid hit, it put
a damper on the whole gar-
dening experience,” Field
said. “We’ve been rebuild-
ing the volunteer base, the
teacher engagement and the
student engagement since
coming back from Covid.”

Field has volunteered
for “about five years.” Her
contributions began when
she heard several teachers
retired, which created a
need for someone to step in.
Utilizing available students
in the fall to help cultivate
the gardens, Field stressed
the need for consistent man-
power throughout to help
keep the gardens running.

“We look for volun-
teers to come up and keep
the garden running over
the summer, so when they
come back in the fall, it’s
still a functional garden.”
Field said.

Field is looking for peo-
ple to help weed, water the
gardens weekly and har-
vest as needed. She men-
tioned the harvests are usu-
ally donated to the local
senior center, though Field
also commented the pro-
ceeds were also given to
the Summer Eats program
in the past. For those with-
out a green thumb, there are
still opportunities to help
contribute to the cause.
Field mentioned she needed
help with further public out-
reach, as well as a website
to organize the initiative.

“It would be wonderful to

CLUES ACROSS

1._ chat

5. Statue near the
Pyramids

11. A process to
change the look

14. Herb

15. Think about
excessively

18. Bass vocal part

19. Supreme Allied
Cmdr. of NATO

21. A major division of
geological time

24. Cognitive contents

28. Lump of yarn

29. Atomic #109

30. Let go of

32. Indian title of
respect

33. Whereabouts
unknown

35. Electronic data
processing

23. New Zealand parrot

36. Drivers’ licenses
count

39. Snakelike fishes

41. They precede C

42. Popular personal
computers

44, Intermediate
community stage
in ecological
succession

46. Wings

47. Indicates position

49. Pleasantly smooth
or soft

52. Jeweled headdress

56. In slow tempo
58. __ Falls

60. Reassertions
62. Eras

63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN
1. Corporate executive
2. A plant used for
flavoring food

3. Opinion or belief

4. Sheep in their
second year

5. Intensities of sound

6. Indicates support
for

7. Expression of
laughter

8. 0J trial judge

9. Pointed ends of
pens

10. True bugs genus

12. Lawyers argue
theirs

13. Body parts

16. Closes tightly

17. World Heritage site
in Nigeria

20. Islamic calendar
month

22. Commercial

25. “Westworld” actor
Harris

26. They __

27. Religious guilds

29. Woman (French)

31. Parts per billion
(abbr.)

34. Brew

36. Spiritual leader

37. Indigo bush

38. Burn with a hot
liquid

40. Older citizen

43. Scad fish genus

45. Morning

48. Line passing
through the center
(abbr.)

50. Double S-shaped
curve

51. Small, thin person

53. Older

54. Mars crater

55. Humanities

57. Word element
meaning ear

58. To the __ degree

59. Residue

61. It cools your home

The garden contains multiple beds
of local vegetation cultivated by
students and town residents.

e,

have a website,” Field
said. “So, anyone who
has a desire to either
learn how to make a
website or has expe-
rience with making a
website, building us a
basic website would be
wonderful.”

Those interested in
contributing towards
the gardens may email
btowngarden @ gmail.
com for further infor-
mation.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
BEN HERNANDEZ

The Belchertown School
Garden is located on
the hill opposite Chest-
nut Hill Gommunity
School.

News for vo“

From local shopping and community developments,
we deliver the news you need and the information you want.

12 weekly newspapers for your local communities.

@
Turley O
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24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

www.turley.com
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Makayla Dennis starts
a run up the field.

TURLEY PHOTOS
BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOG

PHOTOS.COM

WILBRAHAM - Last Thursday eve-
ning, Granby girls soccer, in B Division
action, kept their perfect season going
with a 4-2 win over the Wilbraham
Falcons B. While Granby is now a per-
fect 6-0 on the season, the Falcons are
right in the mix in fifth place with a
2-3-1 record overall this season. The
two teams will be back in action follow-
ing the Fourth of July break.
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sports@turley.com

L4 @turleysports
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SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

Brenna Moreno
passes the ball
ahead of pressure.

McKenna Zumbruski makes a stop.

Sophia Press watches a pass away.

www.sports.turley.com

Jr. Legion
teams
battle

it out

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN—
Mark Zawistowski, nor-
mally one of the assis-
tant baseball coaches for
the Belchertown Senior
Legion program, managed
the Belchertown Orange
Junior Legion team during
last Tuesday’s rivalry
game against Belchertown
Black.

Zawistowski, who
was filling in for Bob
Dziedzic, guided the
Orange squad to a wild
13—-12 walk-off victory
over rival Belchertown
Black at Parsons Field.

“I’m normally one of
the coaches for the senior
team, but I help out on
the junior side whenev-
er we’re shorthanded,”
Zawistowski said. “We
made plenty of mistakes
tonight, but the kids kept
battling in the last inning
and earned themselves a
walk-off win.”

Belchertown Orange
(3-2) earned an 11-6 vic-
tory in the first match-
up of the regular season
with Belchertown Black
(0-4), which was held at
Belchertown High School
on June 9.

While most of the
Belchertown Black play-
ers live in Belchertown,
more than half of the
Orange players are from
Chicopee. They also have
a couple of players from
Minnechaug Regional and

Please see LEGION,
page 11

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Even though
the New England Mutiny had
already been eliminated from
the USL W playoffs, they
still had a chance to influ-
ence the race for first place in
the Northeast Division enter-
ing the regular-season finale.

Had the Mutiny pulled
off an upset victory against
Vermont Green FC, the
Hudson Valley Crusaders
would have finished at the
top of the Northeast Division
table.

However, it was Vermont
Green FC players and their
rowdy supporters doing all
the celebrating following
a 3-0 shutout win over the
Mutiny at Lusitano Stadium
last Saturday night.

“We wanted to play
the spoiler role in today’s
match,” said New England
Mutiny midfielder Avery
Klingensmith, who’s from
Belchertown. “We were hop-
ing to make the playoffs in
our first season playing in
this league, but it’s always
a lot of fun trying to impact
another team’s season.”

Vermont Green FC cap-
tured the inaugural USL W
League Northeast title with a

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Trinity Clark collects a pass.

6-0-4 overall record.

They’re scheduled to host
the Eastern Conference play-
offs this weekend

One of the Vermont
Green’s ties came at Lusitano
Stadium against the Mutiny
(1-1) on May 26.

Vermont Green squeaked
out a 2-1 home win in the
second meeting between the
two squads at the beginning
of June.

The Mutiny finished their
season with a 2-6-2 overall

record.

“We lost a couple of
close games this season,”
Klingensmith said. “We also
had a lot of new players, and
it was a rebuilding year for
us. We always tried to do our
best in every game.”

Kate Howarth and Megan
Cunningham made their first
starts of the season in last
Saturday’s match.

Please see MUTINY,
page 10

Playofis hopes still alive
after Pioneers shutout

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Had the
Western Mass. Pioneers
failed to secure a victory in
last Friday night’s match
against AC Connecticut,
their playoff hopes would
have vanished for the first
time since they entered USL
League Two in 2019.

Matiwos
Rumley
goes to
meet the
ball.

The Pioneers kept their
postseason dreams alive a
little bit longer thanks to
a hard-earned 1-0 shutout
win at Lusitano Stadium.

“We didn’t get the result
that we wanted in our last
match on Tuesday night,
and we had a tie here last
week,” said Pioneers assis-
tant coach Tomas Duben.
“It was very important for

Alfred Baafi makes a backwards pass.

us to get the three points
and the win in tonight’s
game. We're still battling
for a postseason berth.”
Duben took over the head
coaching duties from long-
time Pioneers head coach
Federico Molinari, who
spent last weekend coaching
a Western United Pioneers

Please see PIONEERS,
page 11
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Blue Sox drop third straight
game, falling to Danbury

HOLYOKE - The Valley
Blue Sox dropped their third
consecutive game after
suffering a 5-2 loss
to the Danbury
Westerners
on Saturday

walking the lead-off hitter,
Jack Lutte, who advanced

to second when
) Kyle Garbowski
grounded out.
Collin Mowry
then hit an RBI

night. The ™ double with
Blue Sox had <% - Lutte in scor-
won their g 4‘ ing posi-
t w o F L] tion,
pre- Q‘\"\‘ w 50) giving
vious . A—— ( Danbury
matchups w an early
against 1-0 lead.

Danbury but struggled to get
on base early in tonight’s
game, which contributed to
the outcome.

The top of the first inning
came and went for the Blue
Sox as Danbury’s starting
pitcher, Cole Gibson, retired
the batters in order, giving
the Westerners a chance
to set the tone. For Valley,
Andrew Oppenheimer made
his season debut, joining
the team due to personnel
changes in the Blue Sox’s
bullpen.

Postgame, head coach
John Raiola touched on hav-
ing players come onto the
team in the middle of the
season, but made it clear
that he has to rely on those
who have been here from
the beginning.

“It does take some guys
here and there to come in
and replace some guys that
we lost,” said Raiola. “Our
core is our core [and] they
are all here for a reason...
they know what it takes to
be successful at this level.”

Oppenheimer began the
bottom of the inning by

Gibson continued his
impressive start in the sec-
ond by retiring the batters
in order once again, but this
time Oppenheimer followed
suit, quickly regrouping
from his first inning.

Valley still had trou-
ble finding a way on base
in the third, and Danbury
kept capitalizing on the
Blue Sox’s shortcomings
as Noel Rivera got walked,
advanced to second, and
scored on a wild pitch, put-
ting Valley behind 2-0.

The fifth inning had
Valley getting two men on
base when Eddison Esquivel
hit a single out to center
field, and Nick Tomasetto
was walked. Unfortunately,
the next three hitters were
retired by Gibson, ending
Valley’s chance at a scoring
opportunity.

Danbury did not waste
any time starting the bot-
tom of the frame as Peter
Link hit a long homer out
to center field, extending
the deficit to 3-0. However,
Anthony Grabau responded
with a home run of his own

during the sixth, leading the
team in the home run cate-
gory and getting Valley their
first tally of the game.

The Blue Sox finally got
the momentum on their side
with Trevor Harmon get-
ting walked and moving to
second off another Esquivel
single. Nick Tomasetto hit
a single of his own and sent
Harmon home, bringing
Valley within one run of a
tie game.

Owen Basso replaced
Oppenheimer in the bottom
of the sixth and ended up
loading the bases after hit-
ting Ronan Donohue with a
pitch and walking Michael
Delph and Gavin Donohue.
Basso then threw a wild
pitch that allowed Ronan
Donohue to score Danbury’s
fourth run.

There were no runs scored
in the seventh, and unlike
Danbury, Valley was not
able to get on the board in
the eighth. The final run of
the game was another home
run from the Westerners as
Gavin Donohue hit the ball
out of Rogers Park, putting
a late Blue Sox comeback
out of reach.

Valley’s focus now shifts
to their next game, and
Coach Raiola spoke about
what he hopes to see from
his team when they play the
Sharks.

“More compete, more
fight, more energy,” said
Raiola. “Tomorrow’s a new
day...and [an] opportunity
to put together a more com-
plete game.”

Silk picks up win
in modifieds event

THOMPSON, CT — A
beautiful afternoon greet-
ed the new and returning
fans, teams and supporters
at Thompson Speedway
Wednesday night. Rookie
Charles Beal led the start of
the Street Stock main event
with outside polesitter Mike
Viens going around on lap
one. Back under green,
Jarrod Soucy stole the lead
as Al Stone IIT and Ryan
Lineham joined the picture
up front. Veterans Stone and
Lineham motored under
Soucy by lap six with Ryan
Lineham taking the win over
Al Stone III and Soucy hold-
ing on for third.

Rookies Mikey Flynn and
Andrew Brousseau brought
the Thompson Sunoco
Modifieds to green before
Rob Schultz made contact
with the backstretch wall
to call out the early caution
on lap two. Brousseau bat-
tled hard with Keith Rocco
from then on with the rook-
ie facing the multi-time
track championship vet-
eran. Rocco and defending
champion Todd Owen made
the move under Brousseau
before the halfway point and
that is how they ran under
the twin checkered flags at
the end of 35-laps.

The Late Models were
next to take the track with
Jared Meteras and Travis
Hydar putting on a show
out front. The two went toe-
to-toe as defending champ
Jake Johnson and Icebreaker
winner Matt Lowinski-Loh
joined in for a four-way bat-
tle. Hydar and Johnson were

next to scuffle with Johnson
powering under the rookie
but the Stafford champion
was far from finished. Hydar
kept glued to his tail, making
a move to the inside as he
tried to lead lap twenty until
losing it in turn three. Hydar
held on and kept going but
left Jake Johnson to take the
Wednesday night win over
sophomore Late Model racer
Jared Roy and veteran Jared
Materas.

The Pro Truck Challenge
returned to Wednesday Night
Racing action at Thompson
Speedway with Randy Burr
quickly taking control at the
front of the field. Through a
pair of quick-spin cautions,
Burr proved to be the better
restarter in the field, launch-
ing away each restart all the
way to the 35-lap win over
Adrien Paradis and Tyler
Chapman.

The SK Light Modifieds
got off to a shaky start before
Todd Douillard and Daltin
McCarthy kept things under
green out front. Before too
long, John O’Sullivan and
Kevin Davis entered the
picture under Douillard
and began to chase down
McCarthy. While the chase
continued, Douillard’s day
ended off turn two with a
spin into Danny Gamache to
end their nights on lap 10. In
the final restart O’Sullivan
pulled away but Davis came
back with a vengeance
to take the win ahead of
O’Sullivan and RJ Marcotte
at the line.

Please see SILK, page 13

MUTINY from page 9

“I played with both of
them in the past and it was a
lot of fun having them back
on the field again today,”
Klingensmith said. “They’re
a big part of this organiza-
tion.”

Howarth, who also played
for the Orlando Pride of the
National Women’s Soccer
League, is the Mutiny’s all-
time leading goalscorer and
point-scorer.

Klingensmith is also one of
the Mutiny’s veteran players.
She joined the squad after
graduating from Belchertown
High School in 2022.

“It has been a great jour-
ney playing for this team,”
said Klingensmith, who
graduated from American
University in May. “I only
live about 15 minutes away
and this place is very special
to me. I'm hoping to play for
this soccer team again next
year.”

Klingensmith is planning
to play for a professional
soccer team in Greece begin-
ning in August.

The other players from
Western Mass. listed on
the Mutiny roster are Mila
Dillard (Chicopee), Hope
Santiniello (Agawam),
and Tennessee Murphy
(Monson). None of those
players played in the final
match of the regular season.

During the opening half
of last Saturday’s match, the
Mutiny had two free kicks,
but both attempts were saved
by Vermont Green goalie

Olivia Shippee.

The visitors from
Burlington took a 1-0 lead
during the 28th minute fol-
lowing a goal from Georgina
Clark.

Emily Mara, who assisted
on Clark’s goal, booted the
ball into the net three min-
utes later.

The score remained 2-0
until the 73rd minute when
Lauren DeGroot netted
another goal for Vermont
Green.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
RIGHT: Goalie Chloe Lazier
sends a free kick away.

Sadie Mathis
brings in a
pass while on
the run.

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED
WRITERS &

Brigid Moore winds
up for a free kick

JOURNALISTS

» Must be dependable,

professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

« Salary based on

a flat rate by story and photo.

y Turley?i

Publications, Inc,
www.turley.com

Send writing
samples with
resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:

pouimette@turley.com

) @
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Avery Klin-

gensmith

is closely
pressured by
an opponent.

Blues to
partner
with
Worcester
Railers

ST. LOUIS, MO -
The St. Louis Blues and
the Worcester
Railers of the ECHL
today announced an affilia-
tion agreement through the
2030-31 season.

Starting with the upcom-
ing 2026-27 campaign, the
Railers will serve as the
secondary affiliate for the
Blues and their primary
developmental affiliate, the
Springfield Thunderbirds
of the American Hockey
League (AHL).

St. Louis’ affiliation
agreement with Springfield
began in 2021 and was
extended in 2024 to last
through the 2030-31 sea-
son.

“For the development of
St. Louis Blues prospects,
Worcester truly is an ideal
location for our ECHL
affiliate and we look for-
ward to launching this
partnership with their orga-
nization and community,”
said Tim Taylor, St. Louis
Blues Assistant General
Manager and Co-General
Manager of the Springfield
Thunderbirds. “Having
Springfield and Worcester
located within 50 miles of
each other will maximize
the competitive opportuni-
ties for our young players
and introduce some unique
efficiencies for our play-
er development and pro
scouting teams.”

The ECHL affiliate for
the Blues over the previ-
ous two seasons was the
Florida Everblades. The
team just completed a run
to win the ECHL’s Kelly
Cup for the fourth time in
five seasons.

The addition of
Worcester as the Blues
new ECHL affiliate
enhances the organization-
al development pyramid
based on geography and
alignment between man-
agement teams. Recently
named by The Athletic as
having the 10th-best pros-
pect pool in the NHL, the
Blues head into the 2026
NHL Draft with 12 total
selections, including three
in the first round. Prospects
already in the Blues system
with Springfield recent-
ly completed an inspiring
playoff run to the AHL’s
Atlantic Division Finals
under the leadership of
first-year head coach Steve
Ott, establishing a record
for the biggest upset in
AHL playoff history in the
process.

“When we were assess-
ing affiliation opportuni-
ties, we looked at a number
of factors,” said Michael
Myers, Worcester Railers
Chief Operating Officer
“We took into account
proximity, resources, and
track record. Seeing what
the Blues and their affil-
iates have done in recent
history, excites us as an

Please see BLUES,
page 13

NEWS & FEATURES

for this paid staff coverage.

or community features for
The Sentinel, please email
sentinel@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
——— www.turley.com

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general
news, personality profiles, and community features that
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board
of hedlth, finance, and other town meetfings determined by
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual
major community event features that we should always cover,
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding

For more information on news
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PIONEERS from page 9

U-16 girls’ team at a tourna-
ment in Virgina.

Since 2024, Duben has a
3-0-1 record as the Pioneers
interim head coach.

“My playing career
ended a couple of years ago
because of a knee injury,” he
said. “I really enjoyed play-
ing for this soccer team. I'm
very grateful that Federico
gave me this coaching oppor-
tunity and I'm still learning.”

The Pioneers improved
to 6-2-2 (20 points) follow-
ing the home shutout victo-
ry, solidifying their hold on
third place in the Northeast
Division. They trail first
place Vermont Green FC
(10-0-1, 31 points) and
second place NEC (10-1-
1, 30 points). Only the top
two teams in the Northeast
Division qualify for the
league playoffs.

Western Mass. finished at
the top of the Northeast table
in both 2019 and 2021. They
made it all the way to the
National Semifinals in 2021.
They’ve finished in second
place during the past four
seasons.

Between 2010 and 2018,
the Pioneers only qualified
for the USL PDL playoffs
once.

AC Connecticut (1-10-0)
had several scoring chanc-
es during the first twenty
five minutes of the opening
half, but Pioneers goalie Ben
Alexander made the saves
which kept the match score-
less.

“Ben played very well in
tonight’s match,” Duben said.
“The defense also gave him a
lot of support back there.

Alexander returned to
action after missing a couple
of games due to an injury.

It was the Pioneers’ fourth
1-0 win of the regular sea-
son. They also played a
scoreless draw in a road
match against Black Rock
FC at the beginning of June.

The Pioneers, who have

#

¢

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Riley Priddy makes a quick pass.

a 3-1-1 home record, took
advantage of a mistake made
by AC Connecticut goal-
ie Asger Hemmer-Hansen
to take a 1-0 late in the first
half.

Alfred Baafi put a shot into
the back of the net giving the
Pioneers a 1-0 lead at the end
of the first half.

“The goalie attempted to
clear the ball, but I stole it
away from him,” said Baafi,
who scored his third goal
of the season. “Then I put a
shot into the wide open net,
which felt really good. We’re
still hoping to make the play-
offs”

Baafi, who’s from
Techiman, Ghana, is a first-
year member of the Pioneers.

“The atmosphere at this
stadium is always outstand-
ing,” he said. “We get plen-
ty of support at our home

games.”

Baafi is also a member
of the men’s soccer team
at High Point University in
High Point, North Carolina.

Two years ago, Baafi was
a member of the Seacoast
United Phantoms, which
captured the USL-League
Two National Championship
title.

“It was an amazing feel-
ing after my team won the
championship game two
years ago,” said Baafi, who’s
going to be a senior in the
fall. “T just needed a change
and decided to play for the
Pioneers this year. I'm also
hoping to be drafted by a
MLS team.”

The Pioneers had an
opportunity to score another
goal at the start of the second
half.

Martin Echarren sent a
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pass into the box to Juan

The Western Mass. squad
also had several more chanc-

es to score, but the score

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to host Black Rock FC
at 7:30pm on Friday night.

Galindrez, whose shot
attempt skipped wide of the
goal. remained 1-0.

LEGION from page 9

the Belchertown Orange deficit

to 12-10.

in the second inning.

the lead after scoring four runs

South Hadley High School.

“It really wasn’t a very close
game the first time that we
played against the Black team,”
Zawistowski said. “They’ve
improved a lot and showed a
lot of heart in tonight’s game. It
was a very competitive game.”

With the sun setting very
quickly in the Western sky,
Belchertown Orange entered the
bottom of the sixth inning trail-
ing by four runs (12-8).

Orange centerfielder Brayden
Klett walked leading off the
bottom of the sixth inning. He
advanced to second and third
on wild pitches before scoring
on another wild pitch. Then
walks by Austin LaPointe, Cole
Wojnar, and Eaven Torrulella
loaded the bases.

Owen Buchanon also drew a
bases loaded walk, which sliced

Then Stephen Wool drew the
sixth walk in the bottom of the
sixth inning. After the next bat-
ter struck out, Damien Stroka,
who attends Chicopee High
School, stepped into the bat-
ter’s box and ended the game
an inning early by hitting a two-
run single into right field.

“Damien played an out-
standing game,” Zawistowski
said. “He’s our starting catcher
and was rock solid behind the
plate.”

Before the sixth inning began,
the umpires told both managers
it would be the final inning due
to darkness.

Belchertown Orange took a
1-0 lead with one-out in the first
inning on a flyball double to
right field by LaPointe scoring
Klett, who also doubled to right.

The Black squad quickly took

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL o,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

ST WELDING
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow * Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Amherst Welding, Inc.

@13 253-4867
330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

Joe Barrett, who was hit-by-
a-pitch leading off the frame,
scored the tying run on a field-
ing error by the left fielder.

Belchertown Orange commit-
ted a total of six errors.

Ryley Manseau was also hit-
by-a-pitch with the bases load-
ed with two outs in the second
inning giving Belchertown
Black a 2-1 lead. Anthony
Misiaszek, who was the eighth
batter of the inning, knocked
home two more runs with a fly-
ball single to right field.

The Orange scored a pair of
runs in the bottom half of the
frame on a groundout by Cole
Bryant and a Stroka sacrifice
fly.

With one-out in the top of
the third, Jackson Shaughnessy
delivered an RBI single, and
Zack Ritter (double) stole home

BUSINES

GONNECGTIO

giving Belchertown Black a 6-3
advantage.

Wojnar had the second sac-
rifice fly for the Orange in the
bottom of the third.

After Belchertown Black
scored another run in the fourth,
Belchertown Orange scored
three runs without the benefit of
a base hit.

Klett and Scott Holmes both
walked before scoring on wild
pitches. Ethan Davis (walk) also
crossed the plate following a
throwing error by the catcher
tying the score for the first time
at7-7.

Belchertown Black answered
right back by scoring five more
runs with the help of two errors
in the fifth inning.

The Black team entered the
bottom of the fifth inning hold-
ing a 12-7 advantage and they
would watch it all slip away
from them.

Granby Lions Club
sponsoring bus trip

GRANBY - The Granby Lions Club will be
sponsoring a bus trip to Boston on Tuesday,
July 14, 2026. The chartered bus will be leaving
the East Meadow School Parking Lot at 8 a.m.
and dropping us off in the Seaport District at
approximately 10 a.m.

Come help us celebrate the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States at SailBoston 2026,
an international maritime event that brings tall
ships and naval vessels from around the world
to Boston Harbor. You will be on your own to
visit the ships and the bus will depart Boston at
4 p.m.

The cost per person is $75. Please make your
checks payable to the Granby Lions Club, and
mail to Granby Lions Club, c/o Jim Pietras, 280
East State St, Granby, MA. 01033. Questions —
email Jim at jpietras @comcast.net

S

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= SWIR RIVER=

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service
¢ Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
* New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ® Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ® Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SEPTIG
PUMPING

e pumping

e new installation
o repairs

« Title 5 inspection

ol
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

YOUR CHOICE -

$14% .5 [

Scott® Towels INABOX®

NPP 75190 200 sheets
Shop Towels Original™ Box = o

NPP 75260 200 sheets
Rags in a Box™

Belchertovwn Auto Parts

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS: (W8P AUTO PARTS

Get the
Good Stuff

ROBERTS RO

SPECIALIZING IN

Slate ¢ Copper ® Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 © Cell 413-237-9434 ——= <=

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

QUEEN SIZE SLEIGH BED, Amish
made, beautiful, no hardware $325.
LEATHER ADJUSTABLE CONCERT
PIANO BENCH, excellent, $65.
TEEK SHOWER STOOL,
beautiful, brand new in box, $85.
FUTON with quality mattress, $175.
413-256-1670

14dxsh,

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord;
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

You wil }ir\d,
tystieal
SUQCess..

inhe GLASSIFIEDS!

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanoults, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

“Waller

Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-

Call us at 413.283.8393

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

MOTORCYCLES

1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery,
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200.
413-218-2321

FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

e o B
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
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Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON
y o
NEW BRANTREE

WesT NORTH

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

LIVESTOCK

CHICKENS FOR SALE.
Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred.
All large brown New England type layers.
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

Town Administrator
Town of Russell, MA

The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication
and collaborative skills to oversee and
manage day-to-day operations for our
Town. Russell is a small rural community
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.
Led by a three-member Select Board, and
Open Town Meeting form of government,
the Town relies on the Town Administrator
to be responsible for the oversight and
management of daily operations of the
Town.

Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects,
assisting with the preparation of budgets,
coordinating with various town boards and
committees, supervising and coordinating
overall operations of Town government
and managing day-to-day affairs under the
general direction of the Select Board. The
Town Administrator will support the Select
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with
government agencies and the public and
manage municipal operations for the Town.
Attendance at certain evening meetings is
required.

Candidates should have knowledge and
competence in municipal finance and
budgeting, project management, human
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations.

The successful candidate should possess
five (5) years of municipal management
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government
agency. A degree in public administration
or a related field is preferred. An equivalent
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered.

This is a full-time position with benefits.
Starting salary range of $70,000 — $85,000
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf
attachment to
nboersig@townofrussell.us
Applications must be
received by July 16, 2026.

The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-

nity employer.

FOR RENT

826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR.
Applications required. For more infor-
mation, please call 413-583-3097.

CONDO: 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 bath in Chi-
copee. Quiet, parking/2 cars. Total remodel.
$1600/month. ~ First/security. 413-204-
9828

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Women’s Fund of WMass
Awards $195,000 in Grants

SPRINGFIELD - The
Women’s Fund of Western
Massachusetts (The Fund)
is pleased to announce
$195,000 in general cycle
grant awards to 17 organiza-
tions serving women, girls,
and gender-diverse people
across Berkshire, Franklin,
Hampden, and Hampshire
counties in June.

The Fund’s total fis-
cal-year grant cycle, between
August 2025 and June 2026,
awarded $450,000 in com-
munity investment grants that
were distributed throughout
the 4-county region.

The Fund highlighted their
30-year anniversary of grant-
making to reflect on decades-
long partnerships through-
out Western Massachusetts,
while inviting new partners
to expand its network. “This
is an opportunity to reflect
on 30 years of grantmak-
ing,” says Kelley Bryant,
Director of Grantmaking and
Impact at the Fund. “The
Community Investments
committee, board, and staff
sought to invest in close part-
ners and new partners that
sustain local communities
and fuel gender equity in

Western Massachusetts.”

Julia Keosaian, Executive
Director of Berkshire
Nursing Families, adds,
“This support strengthens our
ability to provide free, com-
passionate perinatal and lac-
tation care to families across
our region during one of the
most vulnerable and trans-
formative times of their lives.
Maternal and child health in
the Berkshires depends on
the kind of sustained, com-
munity-centered investment
that the Women’s Fund has
championed—and we’re
proud to be partners in that
work.”

Turmoil in the national
funding landscape is causing
instability for organizations
providing direct support in
the region. “This investment
in our organization comes at
a meaningful time...flexible
funding such as this allows
us to remain responsive,
innovative, and grounded in
our mission of supporting
and uplifting our commu-
nity,” says Jasarah Burgos,
Executive Director, Enlace de
Familias / Holyoke Family
Network.

Grantees from this cycle

reflect The Fund’s focus
areas of leadership, eco-
nomic security, and freedom
from gender-based violence.
The awarded organizations
include: Amherst Survival
Center, Arise for Social
Justice, Berkshire Nursing
Families, Community Action
Pioneer Valley, Enlace de
Familias/Holyoke Family
Network, Flying Cloud
Institute, Gardening the
Community, Girls Inc. of
the Valley, Girls on the
Run, Neighbor to Neighbor,
Northampton Survival
Center, Planned Parenthood
- Western Massachusetts
Health Center of Springfield,
Rites of Passage and
Empowerment, Salasin
Project, The Care Center,
The Heartwing Center, and
Volunteers in Medicine
Berkshires.

Grant funding is provided
by donors and foundations
that rely on The Fund’s
knowledge of regional gen-
der-equity challenges and
expertise in identifying
promising solutions. Support
gender equity and become a
donor at mywomensfund.org/
give-now/.

SILK from page 10

The Monaco Modified
Tri-Track Series rounded out
Wednesday’s racing program
at Thompson Speedway
with Noah Korner and Mike
Christopher Jr. fighting hard
for the lead in the opening
laps. Content to ride it out,
veterans Ronnie Williams
and Ron Silk followed the
leaders before slowly pick-
ing them off with the turn
three slingshot underneath.
After blowing the engine in
his primary car in practice,
Jon McKennedy ran home
to Chelmsford to grab the
back-up car and just made
the tail of the starting field.

I NOTICES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Division
Docket No.
HS26P0398EA
Estate of:

Eileen Noel Praisner
Date of Death:
September 5, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Scott Barry of
Marlborough, MA.

Scott Barry of Marlborough,
MA has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative
of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

07/02/2026

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com

By the lap 19 caution for a
single-car spin in turn two,
McKennedy sat tenth on the
grid.

It continued to be the
Ronnie and Ron show out
front with Williams lead-
ing Silk around the 5/8-mile
oval until the lap 39 cau-
tion sent the field pit-side
for fresh Hoosier rubber.
Patrick Emerling would use
the superior pit stop to take
the restart lead but Williams,
McKennedy and Silk stayed
nose-to-tail behind him. One
final restart with 14 laps
remaining left this talented
gaggle of cars to fight it out
to the end. Ultimately it was
Ron Silk who took down the

$10,000 win with Patrick
Emerling across the line in
second followed by Ronnie
Williams, Austin Beers and
Jon McKennedy to round out
the top-five.

Thompson Speedway
is back in action in just
two weeks on Wednesday,
July 8 with Twisted Tea
Winged Wednesday!
The lightening fast New
England Supermodified
Series (NESS) visits the
Thompson highbanks along-
side the Thompson Sunoco
Modifieds, Late Models,
SK Light Modifieds, Street
Stocks and Thunderstock
Crown Vics with a 6 p.m.

Send Us Your Photos!

sentinel@turley.com

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

I OBITUARY

Nancy Charron McConnell, 69

BELCHERTOWN
— Nancy Charron
McConnell, 69,
of Belchertown,
passed away
peacefully after
a lengthy illness.
She was born on
January 18, 1957,
in Ithaca, New
York, to the late
Ernest and Anne
(Harrington)
Charron.

Nancy attended the
University of Massachusetts
Ambherst and devoted her
life to caring for and serv-
ing her community. Before
beginning her nearly
30-year career as a librar-
ian at the Clapp Memorial
Library, she operated a
home daycare, where she
lovingly cared for many
local children and became
an important part of count-
less families’ lives.

A lifelong lover of books,
reading, and learning,
Nancy brought that same
warmth and kindness to
the library, where she was
a familiar and welcoming
presence to generations of
patrons. She found great joy

in helping others discover
the love of reading which
meant so much to
her.

Nancy was pre-
ceded in death by
her parents; her
first husband, Olin
A. McConnell,
in 2001; and her
second husband,
Norman Bronner,
in 2018.

She will be deeply missed
by her two sons, Joshua C.
McConnell of Belchertown
and Timothy O. McConnell
of South Hadley; her sib-
lings, Cindy Vogt, Andy
Charron, and Joanne Lusita;
her many beloved nieces
and nephews; as well as her
in-laws, extended family,
and the many friends whose
lives she touched.

A celebration of Nancy’s
life will be held at a later
date.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be
made to the Breast Cancer
Research Foundation or to
The Friends of The Clapp
Memorial Library, www.
friendsofclapplibrary.org/ in
Nancy’s memory.

BLUES from page 10

organization for what the
future with St. Louis may
hold. We look forward
to welcoming St. Louis
back into our Central
Massachusetts hockey cul-
ture.”

The Worcester Railers
were founded in 2016
and served as the ECHL
affiliate for the New York
Islanders since beginning
play in the 2017-18 season.
The Railers have posted
a .500 or better record in
seven of their eight seasons,
including a 35-30-7 record
during the 2025-26 season,
their second-best record in
franchise history. The head
coach and general manag-
er of the Railers is Nick
Tuzzolino.

The Railers play
in the ECHL’s North
Division in the Eastern
Conference and have
seen five former players

make their NHL debut.
A pillar of the Worcester,
Massachusetts community,
the Railers have received
the ECHL’s league-wide
Community Service Award
five times in their eight
seasons.

The Blues helped intro-
duce minor league hockey to
Worcester from 1994-2005
when the Worcester IceCats
were the team’s top AHL
affiliate. In addition to a
series of successful play-
off runs, the IceCats pro-
duced several players that
went on to play prominent
roles for the Blues, includ-
ing Jim Campbell, Michal
Handzus, Jamal
Mayers, Tyson Nash, Darren
Rumble, and Blues Hall
of Famer Barret Jackman.
After the IceCats were sold
and relocated to become the
Peoria Rivermen in 2005,
the Worcester Sharks served
as the AHL affiliate of the
San Jose Sharks until 2015.

DEATH NOTICE

Nancy Charron
McConnell

Died June 26, 2026

A celebration of life will
be held at a later date.
Beers & Story Belchertown
Funeral Home

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

cluchs

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers

Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St

Ludlow, MA

583-6508

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

+Monuments & Cemetery Lettering -
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

You can count on Dorsey Memovials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

BUSINESS 5ERVICE

R E C T O R Y

413-323-6664.

1122. John Alix, Owner.

AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY
Complete Auto Body, Paint &
Repair, auto glass, computerized
paint matching, also routine car
maintenance. Free estimates. Old
Springfield Rd., Belchertown.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories,
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades,
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-

413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012.
Great cuts for men and women. A
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

PC

peadagagsd

SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS
Full service full time gunsmith.
40 Years experience. Located at
450 State St., Belchertown.

Horse,

Let's Hear It for Our
Best Local Businesses

\/
TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

BELL & HUDSON INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.,
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel.
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591.
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto,
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC.
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel
Scag,
Residential and Commercial.
41 South Whitney St., Amherst,
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

19 North Main

Jonsered,

ROBERTS ROOFS CO.,
INC. Trusted name since
1982. Commercial,
residential.
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat roofing.
Snow Removal. Fully licensed.
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING,
Snow plows, sanders, sales &
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs,
trailer hitches, trailer repairs,
welding, fabrication, lawnmower
repairs. 330 Harkness Rd.,
Ambherst. 413-253-4867

industrial,
Specializing in

INC.
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our Private Sanct

:,.;;f Start and end your day in a space designed for serenity and superior

~ g functionality at every stage of your life. We transform dated bathrooms into

&;;‘ luxury spa retreats that evolve with your lifestyle. Using premium materials like

;J' Corian® and Wilsonart®, we create seamless, easy-to-clean surfaces that stand
the test of time. From smart storage solutions to accessible walk-in designs,

iexperience the perfect blend of elegance, safety, and long-term durability.

LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

<4

OF WESTERN MASS

= EXTERIORS -

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS

lol HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE

FOAM - FIBERGLASS * CELLULOSE




