S

Belchertown, Granby & Amherst

ENTINEL

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE

1915

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

Volume 110 *

Number 14

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - Food
Truck Friday is back, and it
kicked off on Friday with
seven food trucks, and the
perfect weather to accompa-
ny the day.

Kyle Toelken and other
members of the Belchertown
Cultural Council have been
working hard to plan a line-
up of events and more to
be enjoyed on Food Truck
Fridays, all to bring the com-
munity out to enjoy time
with one another and eat
some good food.

“I love this,” said Toelken.
“It brings the community
together to enjoy the food
trucks, and you can set up
your lawn chair and listen to
the music. It’s all about the
community, and spending

time with friends.”
The day featured three

music performances from

Amanda Meli, Todd Perry,
and the band Baby Driver,
with a variety of food to try
and fan-favorites like ice
cream and giyoza and pot-
stickers.

Radically Rural was pres-

ent, and they had a table set

up with two fun crafts: one
to crochet granny squares

and paper collages to go with
the theme of the travelling

quilt.

Over the weekend, the

team hosted a Yarn Bomb

event where people came
together to knit some more

granny squares into a line to
wrap around a tree, continu-
ing the theme of communi-
ty-made projects to “knit” us
all together.

Please see KICK OFF, page 7

Madison, Grayson, and mom Shelby Seymour enjoying some mac and cheese on their blanket.
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Children going around the Ferris Wheel at high speeds.

Charter Days returns
for weekend of fun

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY - Step right
up, the fair has returned, and
last weekend, Granby and
surrounding communities
came together to have some
fun, eat cotton candy, and
jump in the bouncy houses
at Charter Days.

Granby Charter Days is
a weekend celebration to
commemorate and celebrate
the day the town of Granby
received its Charter on June
11, 1768.

“Key features I would
say, would be the amount
of community support we
all have for the event. It is
always the second weekend
in June,” said Randy Guevin,
the Chair of the Charter
Days Committee. “The event
is bringing multiple commu-

nities together to celebrate
and meet with older commu-
nity members, and also new
community members.”

There were fourteen non-
food vendors with some
returning year after year,
and new vendors including
Mr. B’s Kettle Korn, Andean
Creations, Runas Crafts,
Enchanted Gardens, Henna
+ Facepainting + Crafts,
LooBug Design, Amy’s
Rt 9 Bakery, Mad Eatz,
Crazy Arepa, D Smoker,
Heart-Moser, and Moser
Concessions.

Fanelli’s Entertainment
provided the carnival games
where people could win any-
thing from a squirt gun to a
stuffed animal the size of a
chair.

They also brought along

Please see GHARTER
DAYS, page 8

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

Artist’s sculpture reflects the library to the world

I T

BELCHERTOWN - Art is
the process of how we per-
ceive the world around us
in our own, entirely unique
ways, and allows us to
express our deepest feelings
and make them into some-
thing tangible.

Local sculptor Brendan
Stecchini has always found
joy in art, specifically in the
realm of sculpting, receiv-
ing his master’s degree in
Sculpture in 1972 from
UMass Amberst.

“Motion has always been
a part of my art, and more
recently, light,” Stechini said.
“You have to be outside in
the wind and the light to
truly experience it.”

Stecchini has found joy
in creating these sculptures,
making a point to use fond
and upcycled items as a part
of his sculptures.

He spent time in New
York, studying at Hofstra
University, before moving
to Belchertown, and found
inspiration from all around

him.

“You could see the World
Trade Center and read the
New York Times,” Stecchini
said. “You got to see the art
changing around you, and it
was a wonderful time.”

Stecchini spent time
meeting countless other art-
ists, taking inspiration from
them and their pieces as he
explored public art, and his
passion for and the impor-
tance of it.

Stecchini’s thesis was Art
in Public, and

“This idea of reflections
inside the library, then
reflects the reflections out-
side with this art piece.
Public art needs something
you can hold onto, and that
makes it public. The reflec-
tions at the library entry also
provide reflections into the
library itself,” said Stecchini.

During his time work-
ing at an iron foundry in a
neighboring town, Stecchini
brought home iron shavings,
and inspiration struck as
he mixed the shavings into

Please see SCULPTURE,
page 11

Brendan Stecchini with his sculpture outside the Clapp Memo-
rial Library.

Summer reading levels up with bingo

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY — Summer is
here, and that means summer
reading is beginning, with
libraries left and right cre-
ating book displays for kids
and teens to select a book
for their summer reading

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Reagan proudly showing her
new book for summer.

requirements.

The Granby Free Public
Library hosted their kick-off
for summer reading event
last week, and it featured
Book Bingo, where kids got
to participate in bingo for a
book of their choice.

There were picture books
and chapter books for the
smallest of toddlers to teens
in middle school, and prizes
like candy, light up toys, and
mini notebooks.

The books and priz-
es were all donations from

Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality

We bring home buyers and home sellers together

AN

SHpy B G EY ) ADR Emun

Info@TheTeamThatSells.com | (413) 813-4479 | www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM

Re/Max Compass
Officel: (413) 568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Opereated

the Friends of the Granby
Free Public Library, and the
Friends also purchased some
ice cream cups from All Star.

The prizes weren’t done
yet, and at the end, kids got
the chance to be drawn in a
raffle for some fun mystery
toys, mini Legos, and fun
fruit cups.

The community room
was filled with children, and
Youth Services Librarian

Please see READING,
page 14
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Dwight Day returns for second year, hlghhghtlng hlstory

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN -
Our town has a rich histo-
ry, whether it’s seeing great
generals crossing the town,
famous writers finding
inspiration, or hosting con-
servation lands and parks to
explore, it is certainly a trea-
sure trove of history.

Dwight Day, a day to com-
memorate and celebrate the
history and culture of Dwight
Village with music, food,
and more for people to come
together and enjoy.

“We were very pleased
with the turnout for our
second year of producing a
community day full of music
and history, food, nature, and
fun,” said Carolan.

Dwight Village had many
names, being called Logtown
for its many forests and
timber, Pansy Park for the
beautiful flower garden, and
Dwight’s Station for the rail-
roads that would soon cross
through the land.

Justus Dwight moved
to the land because of
“consternation” with the
Congregational Church in the
center of town. He had been
given the land by his father,
Nathaniel Dwight, who was
one of the founding members
of Belchertown.

“When I moved here, 1
would tell people that I was
moving to Belchertown, and
I looked at a map and saw I
was moving closer to some-
place called Dwight, and I
got curious about that,” said
Carolan. “So I got on the
internet, and that brought me
to the Stone House Museum,
where I learned more about
it

Justus Dwight built a cabin
on the land in 1769 and
attended church in Pelham.
He started a farm and built
his home in 1775.

“He did return to the
Belchertown church later in
life, but he primarily stayed
out in Dwight on the farm
there, and he had a lot of
children, and one of his sons,
Nathaniel Dwight, took over
the farm,” said Carolan.

Justus® grandson, Harrison
Dunbar Dwight, took over
the farm, and when the
Ambherst/Belchertown rail-
road started up, he donated
land to the railroad, and built
a little depot train station
on his land in 1853, earning
the spot the name Dwight’s
Station.

In 1887, another railroad
line was built 50 feet away,
and it would eventually
become known as the Boston
and Maine Railroad, and
had a flag stop named Pansy
Park, where people could get
off the train and explore the
garden.

People would come for
miles to visit Pansy Park,
which was founded by pho-
tographer Lafayette Goodell,
who lived between 1851 and
1920.

All the people who came
together to make Dwight
Day possible spent time

exploring the archives and
history of the village, and
through the sponsorship of
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council and Belchertown
Historical Association, as
well as the donated beauti-
ful Dwight Chapel from the
Christ Community Church,
the day was a success.

The day featured live
music performed by local
band Flies in the Kitchen,
and the Austin Brothers
Valley Farm was there grill-
ing fresh burgers.

Jill Bierly with Radically
Rural also had a table set up
with seed paper for people
to write what their favorite
thing is about Belchertown,
and then plant it to celebrate
“Place-Based Joy”.

“It was a day for
everybody who lives in
Belchertown, because while
Dwight is in a northern sec-
tion, we got to see a lot of
people come up from the
center to celebrate,” said
Carolan.

Dwight Day also fea-
tured nature talks on the
conservation lands, hiking
and recreational outdoor
spaces, as well as histor-
ical reenactments of writer
Josiah Gilbert Holland by
Michael Carolan, and Emily
Dickinson by Amy Lanham,
who danced with General
Lafayette when he came
through Belchertown.

“My favorite part of
Dwight Day was perform-
ing the famous writer from
Dwight, Josiah Gilbert
Holland, the most famous
writer no one’s ever heard
of,” said Carolan. “Emily
Dickinson used to write him
and his wife many letters,
and they were great friends.”

Holland was born just off
Federal Street in Dwight,
moved as a child, and pri-
marily lived in Springfield,
and then in New York City.

| T [y S —

The members of the Austin Brothers Valley Farm grilling up some delicious burgers.

Literary clubs all around the
country in his honor

“All the ideas that we
developed together that
would be entertaining, a lit-
tle educational, and fun for
people that would come to
spend the day at the beau-
tiful grounds of the Dwight
Chapel,” said Carolan. “That

was my favorite part. We to carry on the history of
wanted to make it different Dwight Village.
this year than last year, and
I think that everybody had a
good time.”

The Historical Association -
. . . Writing about
is looking forward to seeing Belchertown
what the new year will bring,
and wants to get more peo- ?,nd the sense
ple involved in the planning of JF:;,(,; ?;Bt(a):f:

of the event for the future
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Emily Dickinson at Dwight
Chapel shares her ginger-
bread recipe.
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I COMMUNITY

West Street School project moves forward
with strategic cost-cutting plan

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY — The West
Street Building Committee
is moving forward with its
school renovation project,
focusing on strategic cost
management and exploring
potential funding sources,
committee members revealed
in a recent meeting.

The committee discussed
reducing the project’s scope
to fit within a $5.7 million
budget while maintain-
ing critical infrastructure
improvements. Project man-
ager Tim Widman indicated
the team will prioritize essen-
tial elements like electrical
service, fire protection and
accessibility upgrades.

“We’re going to look at
what makes the most sense
and is going to be the most
cost-effective in terms of
sizing the electrical system,
the fire protection and the
HVAC,” Widman said.

A key strategy involves
bidding the project with
multiple options. Committee
member Neil Joyce suggest-
ed presenting a “bare bones”
base bid with alternates that
could restore the project to
its original comprehensive
design if additional grants
become available.

“If we get any grants,
we’re not going to know

CORRECTION

In last week’s article
“Selectboard reorganizes
liaison duties” there was an
error. The liaison duties for
the Selectboard are as fol-
lows:

Jonathan Ritter
e BCTV
* Board of Assessors
e Cable Services Committee
e Communications
Committee
e Fair Committee
* Hazard Mitigation
Committee
e Memorial Committee
e Veteran’s Services
Advisory Board

where to place them,” Joyce
said. “So, if it goes out to
bid, we want to know what
bare bones is. But we also
want to know in alternates
what [Level] C is.”

The committee is active-
ly seeking funding through
multiple channels. They plan
to reapply for an ADA grant
after developing a required
maintenance procedure and
are exploring potential sup-
port from state legislators.

“We need to turn around
and put some pressure
on them a little bit,” said
Micheline Turgeon, referring
to legislative outreach efforts.

Additionally, the
team is investigating the
Massachusetts Mass Save
program, which offers poten-
tial energy efficiency grants.
Committee member Steve
Chojnacki highlighted the
program’s potential bene-
fits, particularly for window
replacements and insulation.

“We are a green communi-
ty,” Chojnacki said. “If they
want us to insulate different-
ly or get windows, we might
be able to get some money
for the windows.”

The current project focuses
on renovating the north wing
of the school, with care-
ful consideration of future
expansion possibilities. The
committee discussed strate-
gically preparing infrastruc-

ture like electrical service
and fire suppression systems
to accommodate potential
future growth.

Joyce from the project
management team empha-
sized the importance of for-
ward-thinking infrastructure
planning.

“The prudent mind would
say buy a fire pump and a
service that’s big enough for
the entire building and leave
the piping and the capacity to
a future contract,” he said.

Budget constraints remain
a significant challenge. The
proposed budget includes
approximately $4 million
for construction, with a
$400,000 construction con-
tingency and $100,000 in
soft costs.

The committee will con-
tinue to refine project details,
with regular meetings sched-
uled for Tuesdays at 4 p.m.
Their next meeting is set for
June 24, where they expect
to receive updates from
their design and engineering
teams.

Committee members
remain committed to the
project despite financial lim-
itations.

“We’ve been hard work so
far into this project, I'd like
to see it through,” Chojnacki
said.

4 Towns Food Drive coming June 28

SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY/BELCHER-
TOWN/LUDLOW -
The local Democratic
Committees are hosting a
Food Drive on June 28 to
fill up local food pantries to
fight food insecurity.

Granby - 12 p.m. to 3
p.m. at the Granby UCC’s
parish parking lot to fill the
Granby to Go Food Pantry.
For more information, con-
tact Susan Knightly at susan.
knightly @ gmail.com.

Belchertown — 10 a.m. to
1 p.m., held at and benefiting
the Helping Hands Cupboard
on 18 Park Street, as well
as on the Belchertown
Common. Contact Cara
Lapenas at belchertowndem-
chair@gmail.com for more

\
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information.

Ludlow — 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. in the parking lot of
the Ludlow Department of
Veterans Services at 487
Holyoke Street. Please get
in touch with Mia Alves at
miaalves @charter.net for
more information.

South Hadley — 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. in the parking
lot of the South Hadley

High School to fill the pan-
try for Neighbors Helping
Neighbors. For more
information, contact Ann
Stockton at astocktonl5@
gmail.com.

Please remember to check
expiration dates, and to not
donate anything past the date
on the item. Monetary dona-
tions are also accepted to
help the food pantries stock
their shelves.

Sign up for Belchertown’s email newsletter

BELCHERTOWN -
The Town of Belchertown
is pleased to introduce a
new monthly email news-
letter, The Carriagetown
Chronicle, a joint project of
the Town Manager’s Office
and the Communication
Committee launched ear-
lier this spring. Each new
issue goes out on the 1st
of the month; you can find
out more, view past issues,
and sign up for free at www.

Lesa Lessard Pearson
* Capital Improvement
Planning Committee
e EDIC
e Law Account

Jennifer Turner

e Belchertown Overcom-
ing Adversity Together
(BOAT)

e Conservation Commission

* Creative Economy
Committee

e DEI Task Force

* Historic By-Law
Commission

* Historical Commission

¢ Lakes Committee

e McPherson Garden
Committee

e Parks, Beach and Recre-
ation Committee

* Planning Board

Whitney Jorns Kuhnlenz

* Belchertown Age &
Dementia Friendly
Implementation Group

* Belchertown School
Committee

* Clapp Memorial Library

o Community Preservation
Committee

¢ Cultural Council

* Energy & Sustainability

Committee
Family Center Committee
Scholarship Committee

Nicole Miner
Agricultural Commission
Animal Control Advisory
Board
Belchertown Buildings &
Grounds Committee
Belchertown School
Committee (Alternate)
Belchertown Branding
Committee
Council on Aging
Finance Committee
Zoning Board of Appeals

Belchertown Public Schools
School Choice PROGRAM
2025-2026 School Year

The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for the
following School Choice openings for the 2025-2026 school year:

Grade K

Grade 7
Grade 8
Grade 9
Grade 10

10
10
5
5

The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to provide
positive educational experiences for all of our students through quality

programs, dynamic teaching and healthy relationships.

The deadline for submitting a complete application is 4:00 p.m. on Friday,
July 18, 2025.

The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form of
a random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number of
available spaces. There will be two drawings for this purpose. The first
will take place on July 18, 2025, and in the event of unexpected additional
openings, a second drawing will be conducted on August 22, 2025.

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at

www.belchertownps.org

or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007.

The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any
child on the basis of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national
origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, athletic performance, physical handicap,
special need, academic performance, disability or proficiency in the English
language in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

belchertown.org/newsletter or
by scanning the QR code.

The purpose of
the newsletter is
to help increase
and circulate
information for
Belchertown res-
idents and oth-
ers who work
in and visit
Belchertown.
Each issue
contains announcements,
updates, and other infor-
mational pieces from
Belchertown departments
and committees as well as

non-profit community groups
and organizations. You can
expect to find
information about
town events, ser-
vices, and pro-
grams, updates
from departments
and committees on
work and projects,
staff introductions,
and more.

Please visit
www.belchertown.org/news-
letter for more information
and reach out with any ques-
tions or comments to newslet-
ter@belchertown.org.

Belchertown Fair Exhibit
Hall book now available

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Fair committee
invites you to “Shake, Cattle
and Roll!” into this year’s
Exhibit Hall, September 19
to 21, 2025. Booklets with
all the Department and Lot
descriptions are available in
hard copy at various loca-
tions around town including
the Clapp Memorial Library,
Finnerty Hall, Clerk’s
Office, Senior Center, and
Ace Hardware. Or access

all the information online at
btownfair.com/exhibit-hall.
There are only 90 days until
the Fair opens, so get your
creative juices flowing,
get your gardens growing,
and get your Exhibit Hall
entry forms postmarked by
September 6 or submitted by
email to belchertownfair@
gmail.com. Let us know if
you can help with check-in,
decorating, or as a hall sitter.
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I SCHOOL

Belchertown announces Honor Roll

7th Grade High Honors

Elizabeth Andrews, Bailey
Bachand, Miranda Barrett,
Ryan Blazejowski, Jack
Bolduc, Hannah Boyko,
Olivia Brach, Sophia
Brown, Laurah Chaverri,
Natalie Couture, Emma
Dean, Bridget Donah,
Amelia Donovan, Brielle
DuBois, Archer Goraj,
Ruby Harrington, Matilda
Hellyar, Natalie Kalveen,
Lucas Kofidis, Ryan Litz,
Torrence MacTavish, Emelia
Maldanis, Orelio Manduley,

Sovanmolika Mao, Aliah
Miller, Avery Miller, Olivia
Murphy, Madelyn Murray,
Tenzin Namgyal, Gracelynn
Nite, Giana Patruno, Katalina
Pazos, Quinn Rathburn,
Emma Scoon, Zachary Wall,
Logan West, Amelia Wilcox,
and Carter Winterle.

7th Grade Honors

Tucker Almeida, Joshua
Annis, Rhea Antunes, Mason
Archambault, Rioghan
Auffrey, Eliza Boyko, Caleb
Cassella, Isabella Chapman,
Kiernan Crosby, Lilliana
Deleo, Benjamin Dowling,
Ariah Dubreuil, Awrenna
Duncan, Alina Fisher, Leo
Fisher, Heaven Foster, Ayla
Frost, Maya Gariepy, Gianna
Gassnola, Flynn Goldman,
Ethan Himes, Melina
Jackson, Delaney Jacque,
Caitlynn Jones, Alilah
Jordan, Lillian Jurczyk, Willa
Keefe, Kristofer Kelly, Olivia
Leahy, Samuel Leblond,
Nolan Martinez, Nathan
Murray, Alexa Pobieglo,
Bentley Pope, Kianna
Ripley, Zackary Ritter, Cody
Robinson, Matthew Santos,
Ella Smith, Jacob Staples,
Jordan Stone, Brynn Wilcox,

and Benjamin Williams.

8th Grade High Honors

Matthew Almeida, Ommy
Alvarez-Orling, Cecilia
Bermudez, Ashlynn Brunell,
Jillian Currier, Jeremiah
Dahlke-Wheeler, Mary
DiBona, Devin Duquette,
Jake Foss, Jackson Goodsell,
Grace Gouvin, Zoey Hale,
Greta Kristensen, Madison
Lacroix, Noah LaSante,
Harper Laurenzo, Piper
Laurenzo, Josephine Lian,
Joshua Lisek, Lily Mann,
Amalie Martins, Max
Matthews, Natalie Parent,

Annalie Roggie, Kierstyn
Shaink, Ashley Siri, Ava
Stelmokas,
Gianna Viens,
Wojnas.

Lukas Versace,
Juliette

8th Grade Honors
Damien Alley, Bridget

Benoit, Gianna Boisjolie,
Adilyn Bottari, Lillian
Boyko, Kylee Burnham,
Quinten Chen, Nolan
Chianciola, Charles
Cozine, Tovah DelPrete,
Maeve Donah, Hannah
Fillion, Patrick Gibson,
Celia Goodrich, Helaine
Holt, Asher Johnson-
Jones, MaryRose Johnson-
Jones, Ryan Longe, Nathan
Loranger,

Kayleigh Malone, Charles
Maurer, Jeremy Metzger,
Annabelle Morra, Logan
Motta, Jada Okyere Baffour,
Janice Okyere Baffour,
Joshua Page, Charlotte
Perry, Cora Podraza, Kyla
Riley, Mackensie Rodriguez,
Brayden Slattery, Tyler
Stahl, Ella Stelmokas, Shay
Teixeira, Lucy Toner, Amaya
Valentin, and Jayden Volz-
Benoit.

Belchertown Scholarship
Fund awardees announced

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Scholarship
Fund is proud to announce
the recipients of its 2025-
2026 scholarships. These
scholarships are awarded to
deserving Belchertown res-
idents who wish to pursue
post-secondary education.
The recipients are selected
from a pool of applicants
from Belchertown High
School, Pathfinder Regional
Vocational Technical High
School, and homeschooled
students.

The Town of Belchertown
Scholarship Committee sin-
cerely thanks all current and
past supporters. Your finan-
cial contributions make a real
difference, supporting the
education of our town’s chil-
dren. We are deeply grateful
for your ongoing support and
belief in education.

This year, the Belchertown
Scholarship Fund awarded a
total of five $1,500 scholar-
ships to students who demon-
strated academic excellence,
community involvement, and
financial need.

The recipients of the 2025-
2026 scholarships are:

Alexandra Barabolkin
graduated from Belchertown
High School and plans to
study Diagnostic Medical
Sonography at Regis College
in the Fall.

Meera Berryhill graduat-
ed from Belchertown High
School and plans to study
Marketing at the University
of Massachusetts Amherst in
the Fall.

Benjamin Les graduat-
ed from Belchertown High
School and plans to study
History and Government at
Wesleyan University in the
Fall.

Noah Les graduated from
Belchertown High School
and plans to study Optical
Engineering/Photonics at
Bridgewater State University
in the Fall.

George Wheeler graduat-
ed from Belchertown High
School and plans to study
Occupational Therapy at
Worcester State College in
the Fall.

Professional and Insured

Roofing Services

And
Handyman Services
B

GARY HOULE
ENTERPRISES

30 years in business in Western Mass

5 Stadler Street
Belchertown, MA

413-324-0725
or
413-777-5742

Relay for Life craft fair
and raffle is still on

The rain can't
stop the
fundraising for
those in need

BELCHERTOWN - The
rescheduled date for the
Quaboag Valley Relay for
Life (American Cancer
Society) Craft Fair and
Gift Basket Raffle has been
rescheduled to Saturday,
June 28, on the Belchertown
Common from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. The craft fair will
have 100 crafters and ven-
dors present. There will
also be a Food Truck, Face
Painting, and Balloon
sculpting. Come and see
the many great local craft-
ers. Still a few spots avail-
able if you are interested,
please email Vicki at sv_
jewelry @charter.net

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Our Relay Gift Basket
Raffle was also cancelled
because of rain and thun-
derstorms and will be held
during the Craft Fair at
the old Town Hall on Park
Street (right across the
street from the common)
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
There are well over 100
great baskets and gift cards.
They will start the drawing
at 2:30 and will be calling
the lucky winners so they
can pick up their baskets.
If you have any items you
wish to donate for our bas-
ket raffle, please email
ctellie@juno.com to make
arrangements for pick-up.
These are the Relay’s two
biggest fundraisers, and we
are counting on our local
people to come and support
these events. We will have
great weather and hope for
lots of support.

Tu rleyPuincations

www.turley.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
REAL ESTATE

(FORMERLY JONES
REAL ESTATE GROUP)

JANISE FITZPATRICK

REALTOR®

= " 413-219-2527

DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,

there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE

To advertise,

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3

— Thank you!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION

www.turley.com

Janise.fitzpatrick@raveis.com

Over 1000 Listings
and Sales transactions

completed

200 Triangle St. Amherst,
MA 01002

& BEE MAGNET

THE BEST FRESH
FOR JULY ATH!

& Sy

Strawberries!
Red, Ripe & Delicious!

Locally Grown Vegetables
Arriving Daily!

Just In Time For The 4th""

Beautiful Mixed Combinations

10-inch Pots $19.99
FOR INSTANT GARDEN COLOR

8-inch Pots $12.99

* MARIGOLDS, COLEUS,
CELOSIA AND LANTANA

erennial Of The Week

SUN-LOVING BUTTERFLY |

PICNIC FAVORITES from
RANDALL'S KITGHEN

“Homemade” Summer Salads
Red, White & Blueberry

Ground Beef Patties

Kielbasa & Hot Dogs

GREAT SELECTION
OF ICE COLD BEER

Hard Ciders, Hard Seltzers
Featuring Local Breweries

Elsie’s Creamery
The @est Homemade lce Cream

Stop In For A
Red, White & Blue Sundae!

Open Every Day Until 9PM

Grown

2 For $20.00

0 Le 250
-; v i,

Desserts
USDA 80% Lean

& Sliders

ALWAYS FRESH AT

FA R M

=
631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and You([T)

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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I OPINION

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

In your answer to the
retired U.S. Navy veter-
an about why he is forced
to enroll in Medicare,
you focused on military
TriCare’s requirement for
the member to enroll in
Medicare. But you said
nothing about regular VA
health care. If a non-ca-
reer veteran is eligible for
VA health care, couldn’t
that be used in place of
Medicare?

Signed: Veteran
Advocate

Dear Veteran Advo-
cate:

Thank you for your
feedback. FYI, I have
previously explained
numerous times that vet-
erans who rely on the VA
for 100% of their health-
care can, indeed, disen-
roll from Medicare Part B
(thus saving the monthly
Part B premium). I don’t
personally recommend it
because of my personal
experience, but it certainly
is possible to do so.

Personally, I use the VA
for some of my healthcare
needs usually an annual
checkup and optometry
services at my local VA
clinic, which is only a
mile away from where I
live. But for any extensive
treatment needs medical
tests, etc., I must travel
about 40 miles to the near-
est VA hospital facility.

For contrast, I have
numerous private health-
care services, special-
ists and hospitals very
near where I live, but to
use them under the VA I
must get VA preapproval
and use only certain VA
approved providers, which
is inconvenient for me.

Personally, I prefer
the freedom to go to any
healthcare service pro-
vider I choose, without
restriction, at any time I
need to. So, I use my VA
coverage when it is conve-
nient for me, but rely also
on non-VA, Medicare-
approved specialists who
I can choose to use or not
at will. For me, it’s a mat-
ter of convenience and the
freedom to use whichev-
er healthcare provider I
want.

That said, I fully under-
stand that some veterans
rely exclusively on the VA
for their healthcare needs,

and I have explained to
many who have written
to me that they have that
option. I have also pub-
lished several public arti-
cles about this as well.
Here is one such article:

https://socialsecurityre-
port.org/ask-rusty-why-
should-a-veteran-pay-for-
medicare/

So, please rest assured
that we regularly advise
our veterans about
their healthcare options
under Medicare, includ-
ing the ability to decline
Medicare Part B cover-
age if they have full VA
healthcare coverage. FYI,
free Medicare Part A
(inpatient hospitalization
coverage) is mandatory
to collect Social Security
after age 65, but Medicare
Part B coverage is always
optional because there is a
premium associated with
Part B.

A veteran can decline
Medicare Part B cover-
age and save that month-
ly premium, but they
would need to contact
Social Security to do so.
Social Security will want
to interview the veteran
to ensure they are aware
of the potential finan-
cial consequences of not
having Medicare Part B.
And they may need to file
form CMS-1763 Request
for Termination. But a
non-career veteran can opt
out of Medicare Part B if
they get all of their health-
care services through the
Veterans Administration.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

LETTERS

Local author riding for a change

To the Editor,

On Saturday, June 28,
I’m challenging myself by
riding in the Gran Fundo of
Vermont, a 107-mile ride
over 4 mountain passes in
northern Vermont. It includes
10,000 feet of climbing,
including the steepest grad-
ed paved road in the United
States- up Lincoln Gap. I'm
doing it to raise money for
the largely unsung heroes
at the Hospice of the Fisher
Home in Amherst-one
of only two hospices in
Massachusetts to be rated
with 5 stars by Medicare,
and the only one in Western
Massachusetts.

I’m doing it in memory
of Leah Kunkel, who was
my literary attorney for a
book I've just written, but
Leah was much more than
this. Sister of Mama Cass
Elliot, Leah raised Mama
Cass’s daughter, and became
a famous singer in her own
right, singing with Arlo
Guthrie and Livingston
Taylor and forming her
own band. She moved to
the Pioneer Valley, went to

Smith, and became not only
an arts attorney but a public
defender; at age 76, she was
still going to court to defend
those who could not afford
lawyers. She was also a
champion of girls in popular
music. She was well-loved.
Sadly, she died of a brief ill-
ness last Fall.

She spent her last days in
the Fisher Home, where, like
so many others, she received
excellent, compassionate
care. I have known others
who have received this kind
of care at this homey and
historic institution and at
hospices in general. Close
friends and her son, whom I
talked with, agreed that this
would be an excellent way to
honor Leah.

To make a donation, sim-
ply go to the Fisher Home
website, and click “Events”
to donate to my ride, per
mile, or as a lump sum. Or
you can simply click the tab
which says donate; it all goes
to the same place! Thank
you so much.

David Gottsegen MD,
Belchertown

Renovate your strawberry patch
and divide those irises, too

strawberry plants this
year, but for those of you
who are completing your
harvest, it’s high
time to renovate
your patch so that it
will remain produc-
tive.

Sure, it will be
hard work, but it’s
absolutely necessary
if you want to keep
the berries coming!

First, get up the
courage to run
the lawnmower
over your row
of strawberries.
Yes, you heard
correctly. This
will give you an
opportunity to see
what you have to work
with in a dense planting, as
well as cut down on foliar
diseases.

Set the mower at a height
of two and a half to three
inches and use the bag-
ger attachment if you have
one. Small plantings can
be clipped away by hand.
Compost the leaves away
from your patch.

Now, assess your sur-
roundings and think back
to when you were doing all
that picking. Was your back
sore from reaching in to a
very wide row? Were most
of your berries on the small
side? If you answered yes to
both of these questions, then
serious renovation is in order.

Use the tiller or a shovel
to shrink your row back to a
manageable width. Fourteen
inches is about as wide as
the experts recommend.
Choose the healthiest part
of your row and measure
out fourteen inches. Then,
remove all the runners that
have emerged outside of the
boundaries.

Those of us in the business
of growing things usually
find this part difficult. “Can’t
just this one stay?” Ease
your guilt by giving away the
extras; or, use them to start
another patch.

Next, get rid of any “moth-
er” plants that are four years
or older. Unfortunately, they
have aged beyond their pro-
ductivity. Simply dig them
up and send them off to the
compost pile.

Finally, remove daughter
plants that are spaced clos-
er than four inches from
one another- another diffi-
cult task, but one that must
be accomplished if we want
large, healthy berries. As
you work within the row, be
sure to eradicate any and all
weeds that you come upon,
since these will compete

Istarted over with new

with your strawberry plants

for moisture and nutrients.
Now that your patch has

been renovated, it’s time to

*®
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reinvigorate. Add an inch
or two of compost or aged
manure to the row, along
with a sprinkling of balance
organic fertilizer.

Water at least every other
day for the next couple of
weeks or until a healthy
stand of leaves has returned
to the plants. Keep up with
weeding, and continue to
pinch back runners until frost
hits.

Managed in this fashion, a
strawberry patch can remain
productive for five years or
more.

Another favorite plant that
may be in need of reinvigora-
tion is your iris. If once upon
a time they bloomed strong
and now there is barely a
blossom to be seen, chanc-
es are they are overcrowded.
It’s time to divide them and
replenish their soil.

In our climate, this should
be accomplished every three
or four years. Surprisingly,
and unlike most other peren-
nials, division of irises
should take place no later
than July or August.

This will give them ample
time to take hold in their new
location prior to the ground
freezing.

At first glance the act of
dividing irises may appear
to be difficult. An overgrown
iris patch does look like a
maze of thick roots, but take
heart, the rhizomes are shal-
low rooted and come out of
the ground with relative ease.

Start digging at the outer
edge of the clump, lifting
as you go. Once the entire
clump is removed, rhi-
zomes can be pried apart by
hand. The healthiest “fans”
of foliage are those the fur-
thest from the center. Leave
about two inches of rhizome
attached to each fan for
replanting.

If you are changing your

ei.

site altogether, keep in mind
that irises need at least six
hours of full sun a day for
optimal flowering. They
despise “wet feet,” so
plant where drainage
is good.

If your soil is lean,
compost can be added
to richen it up. While
you’re at it, add a
sprinkling of lime as
well; irises prefer a
soil near neutral. Dig
a shallow hole wide
enough to fit the

rhizome. Make

a ridge of soil in

the hole for it to
sit on so that its
fibrous roots can
hang down.

The top of the rhizome
should be level with the soil
surface and exposed, not
buried. This goes for bark
mulch as well, keep it clear
or blooms may be sacrificed.
If your irises hardly flow-
er but aren’t overcrowded
and are planted where they
receive enough sun, assess
your planting depth and
adjust if necessary.

Examine your rhizomes
closely when replanting. If
you notice a lot of soft, rot-
ten tissue, your iris patch
could be infected with the
iris borer.

Usually by midsummer,
one to one and a half inch
larvae have made their way
from the leaves into the rhi-
zomes. They hollow out the
fleshy roots causing foliage
to collapse and rot to take
over. Control this pest by
proper sanitation.

In the fall, after a hard
frost, cut iris foliage back to
the ground as low as possi-
ble. Throw it and any nearby
debris or mulch away. With
any luck, overwintering eggs
will be removed by your
efforts.

In the spring, about
the time that the tulips are
blooming, inspect iris foli-
age for chewn edges, small
holes, or tan colored water
marks running down the leaf.
If these are present, tiny lar-
vae can be crushed inside the
leaf before they burrow into
the rhizome.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON ISSUES IN TOWN? VOICE YOUR VIEW!

Wirite to us in Letter to the Editor format and we’ll print your opinion on our Op/

Ed page.

Email it to sentinel@turley.com. Include your hometown and a phone number
at which we can reach you for confirmation.

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must authenticate
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the
right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed
to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com. The
deadline for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Turley
Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
¢y and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.

rtown, Granby & Amherst
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KICK OFF from page 1

“I joined the BCC to help
out, and to have fun, and hav-
ing the Food Truck Fridays
helps to bring the whole
community together,” said
Toelken. “It’s laid back- grab
some food, and just enjoy the
time with your neighbors and
make some new friends, t00.”

The Climate for Health
was there also with a craft to
make paper hand fans, rais-
ing awareness about the heat,
and how people can stay safe
when the temperatures rise,
especially those who need
more assistance in finding

relief from the heat.

The Clapp Memorial
Library hosted their sum-
mer reading kick-off at
Food Truck Friday, too, and
Charlotte Cassidy, Ruthie
Sterling, Jennifer Whitehead,
and several teen volunteers
wearing their new t-shirts
were there to help.

Kids who signed up at the
event, or were already signed
up, got to pick out a fun
prize, and they also offered
a fun dragon craft with toi-
let paper rolls and cut paper,
tying them on a string to fly
in the wind.

The summer reading

theme, Level Up at Your
Library, serves to encourage
kids to learn different things
as they read, with themed
weeks and more coming up.

“My favorite part of the
Food Truck Friday is to see
people, and some I hav-
en’t seen in a while,” said
Jennifer Whitehead. “I love
the community feel, and that
its for everybody.”

The community of
Belchertown is close, and
whether you are there for the
food trucks, the library, or the
music, there’s something for
everyone, and it was the per-
fect way to start a new sum-
mer, with many new opportu-
nities to level it up.

Cookie dough, bacon mac
and cheese. The options are
endless at this egg roll stop.

Heen ierly with her ador—
able dragon craft.

Melanie Donovan and Sarah Maroney with Radically Rural showing off their crafts and display-
mg the travelling qmlt

A group of friends enjoymg some yummy food, and the beau-
tiful weather.

!‘

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Set up your chair and listen to some good music.

Is Asian-style cuisine more your thing? Try the gyoza at Nom
Nom Hut.

Charlotte Gassidy and Ruthie Sterling with matching dinosaur
swag at the library table.

Community band in search of musicians for summer concerts

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Community
Band is just about to start
rehearsals for their Summer
Concert Series, and they are
looking for new members.
This is truly a unique oppor-
tunity for musicians of any

Belchertown Common each
Thursday night starting
July 24. The Tuesday night
rehearsals continue through
the concert weeks. There is
no fee to play in this band.
So, if you want to brush
off your instrument in the

INFLATION £

USDA INSP
g // STORE MADE FROZEN
. HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

20 cT BOX

ability level. The band is
all-inclusive!

Rehearsals are at
Belchertown High School
on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings from 7 to 9 p.m.
starting June 24. Then there
are four concerts on the

closet, keep your playing
skills in shape or are a begin-
ner who is looking for more
experience, this is the perfect
opportunity for you. Please
come at least the first or sec-
ond night to see if you like it.
We are sure you will!

Painting, Staining & Restoration
Superior preparation for a long lasting job
Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured
Owner Supervised
cameronpainting.com 2 6 5 -O 2 6 3
don@cameronpainting.com

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH

COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS s 2

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

112 PORK LOINS. o> S R3

. .S 69 99 .
R .. 52803152519

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?

ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1016 506 o> 2 20

CHICKEN LEG 14 1015 001> 2 Ala
5233

PRICES IN ROEBD

We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

USDA INSP. FROZEN GREAT FOR SALAD

TRI-GOLOR

Pl BONE e CHEESE TORTELLINI 16 0z 8ac .,
OREMA LL KAYEM or USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARM 3399
TALIAN MARINATED DEUTSCHMACHER POLSKA KIELBASA 15 oz or 14 0z ea
CHICKEN BREAST.......... > 399| NATURAL CASING | usoansp. rrozen sama e

CLASSIC CHEESECAKE
STRAWBERRY 15 0.v s 21929

USDA INSP. HILLDALE

HOT DOGS 2L

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ

PORK BUTT STRIPS ... > Bt

USDA INSP.
R‘E’ECAH%%OREMADE FRESH BONELESS éWEEESIEAN $1 799
. \ = : rb = _d S ITALIAN SAUSAGE 3279 BLEOEﬁDTgﬁ EggINLD 160 SLlCES. 5 LB AERRRERRRRERRERENR ea

USDA INSP. STOREMADE

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMPKABOBS............ >822

ALSO A GOMPLETE

certainly does. Talk with him and you'll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors.
General Doors features standard residential,
carriage house style, commercial & industrial.

BEEF STRIPLOIN YRl IIROITIHAE] 90 Avocado St.

: Springfield
Call Today for Professional Installation LINE OF GOURMET ERUETIE SQ99 C\)IIVRHI-(IJ)\_LE : 413-737-1288
413.586.3161 CAKES & DESSERTS N 8 b 7| Thsgge Frid6eSat83 | www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

www.devineoverheaddoors.com

SALE DATES: 6/26/25-7/3/25 BUY DIRECT FOR == SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
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Pharaoh’s Fury, a swing-
" based ride common at
most festivals and fairs.

A

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
ABIGAIL MccoY
AND MURPHY FITTS

Autumn CHARTER DAYS from page 1
:n&:zsat their fun rides and amusements,
Granby /" 4 including the Ferris Wheel, and
Charter spinning and swinging rides,
Days ‘,;1 f enough for everyone.

with her a Lead Food Brewing also had
family. their beer tent, which was

there for the first time this

year, and many people
stopped by to enjoy some

craft brews.

There was an animal show

and a mini animal show,

and the Northeast Kingdom

Express drove around to

give rides.

Charter Days is made pos-
sible by the community com-
ing together and helping to
make it happen.

'Viewing the food and merchandise vendors through the trees at Dufrense Park while walk-
ing the path that leads to the carnival and game side of the Charter’s Days Festival.

T e A e

Kids get spun around with joy on the Twister.

HANNOUSH WEBLY COLD!

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

GOLD Is AtAnAll—Tlme ngh'
_ 10% .
Extra Cash

When Cashing In GOLD Towards
Your GOLD A New Purchase

25 % EXxtra
When You Use Your

¢ Oﬂers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY -
.. www.hannoushma.com ..«

Teenagers Emma Murphy (left) and Telyn
Kelly (right) fight to the death on top of the
bouncy house obstacle course.

‘ater._\ avs
| a‘umg

“I love the fact that so many
people in the community are
willing to come out and help our
fully volunteer committee make
the weekend exciting for everyone
by also volunteering to help with
everything from parking, trash,
and bathroom maintenance,” said
Guevin. “Everyone gives their
hard work and time to help out. It
makes me feel great to know the
community is behind the entire
committee.”

Members of the Charter Days
Committee: Chair Randy Guevin,
Glenn Durham, Steve Sabourin,
Jon Szymonik, Martin Laliberte,
Kim Kibbie, Dan Paquin, Leora
Bergeron, Amanda Paquin, and
Crystal Dufresne.

“In the future, we look forward
to making the event even more
enjoyable for all of our communi-
ty and the surrounding communi-
ties around us,” said Guevin.

Sponsors included Polish
National Credit Union,
Wheeler & Taylor ( Jubenville
Insurance), Laflamme Gardens,
Dickinson Farm, Cote Cattle
Company, Class Grass, and
Everson Construction, with a
special thanks to: WM (Waste
Management), New England
Paving, and Granby Grain.

“I would like to say thank you
to everyone who helped out, from
our committee members to all of
the volunteers in the communi-
ty. That without all of them, we
would not have had such a great
event. Thank you to everyone,”
said Guevin.

Charter Days is not only a cel-
ebration of the day Granby got its
Charter, but also a time to cele-
brate and remember the way the
community comes together, and
works together, to create some-
thing truly magical.

'y -
- o

T|m and Nita Abbott with the Friends of Granby S Parks & Rec-
reation holding a raffle for two handmade raised flower beds.

Two young
children
participate
in a skee-
ball-like
game
while their
grand-

~ father

§l  watches.

Amy from Amy s RT Nine Bakery with an assortment of baked
goods.

The Northeast Kingdom Express makes its way through the

crowd.

The adventure slide offers a classic ride for people of all ages.
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EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,

PUBLIC NOTICES
EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice

no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3

— Thank you!
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sports@turley.com @ @turleysports li acebook.com/turleysports

SPORTS

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I wwuw.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS
Girls soccer shut out by Wilbraham

WILBRAHAM - Last
Friday evening, Belchertown '
A girls summer soccer was
shut out by Wilbraham
5-0. The girls were back
in action earlier this week.
After two weeks of play,
Belchertown is 2-2.
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jaden Bean sends a kick away. Adelina Gualberto tries to get around an opponent.

Lainey Holt heads to take on an opponent.

Granby
out to
perfect
start

SOUTH HADLEY -
For the past few years,
South Hadley High School
has hosted multiple sum-
mer soccer teams thanks to
rain-friendly turf. Last week,
there was a doubleheader that
included Granby girls fac-
ing Ludlow B, with Granby
picking up the win. Granby is
now a perfect 3-0 to start the
summer season.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOT0S.COM  Kalli White tries to get away from an oppo-
Eleanor Szlosek emerges up the field.

McKenna Gudworth comes across the

field.

Marcela Tapia chases down a loose ball.

Emily Durham takes a free Kick.

Gaines shines for
PeoplesBank in win
over rival St. Joe’s

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE—People’s
Bank, who captured the last
eleven Tri-County League
championship titles, and the
St. Joesph’s Baseball Club
are scheduled to face each
other four times during the
regular season.

The first two meetings on
the baseball diamond were
won by People’s Bank with-
out very much trouble.

A week after defeating
St. Joe’s, 13-3 at Mackenzie
Stadium in Holyoke,
People’s Bank celebrat-
ed a 6-1 road victory at St.
Joe’s Park in Thorndike, last
Friday night.

“This is a very big win
early season win for us
against St. Joe’s, who’s cur-
rently in first place,” said
People’s Bank player/man-
ager Joe Ferry. “I thought
our pitching and defense
was the difference in
tonight’s game. We also had
some timely base hits.”

People’s Bank, who had
two games postponed last
week, had a perfect 4-0
record following the road
win, while St. Joe’s had a
5-2 record.

Each of the five Tri-
County League teams gets
two points for a victory and
one for a tie.

“We always want to beat

People’s, but they’re a very
veteran team and we have a
bunch of younger players,”
said St. Joe’s player/manag-
er Brian Hayes, who shares
the coaching duties with
Paul Marcinek. “They don’t
swing at many bad pitches.
They also don’t make very
many mistakes defensively.”

People’s Bank jumped
out to a 2-0 lead against St.
Joe’s lefthander Jackson
Petrin in the top of the first
inning.

Petrin, who was a senior
on the Pope Francis base-
ball team this past spring,
tossed a two-hitter against
Minnechaug Regional in
the Western Mass. Class A
finals, which was held at
Mackenzie Stadium on May
27. He didn’t have the same
kind of success in his start
against People’s Bank.

With one-out in the open-
ing frame, second baseman
Dave Clark (3-for-3) lined
a single down the right
field line. First baseman
Kyle Platner followed with
a ground ball single up the
middle into center field put-
ting runners at the corners.
Platner moved into scoring
position on a wild pitch.
Catcher Frankie Ferrentino,
who’s a first-year player,
drove home both runners

Please see ST. JOE’S,
page 10
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Jaiden Williams shoots on goal.

Robert Lyons crosses the field.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BURLINGTON, VT. —
Not very much went the right
way for the Western Mass.
Pioneers against Vermont
Green FC in the first match-up
of the regular season between
the USL League-Two rivals.

Vermont Green scored a
goal at the end of both halves
leading to a 2-0 shutout over
the Pioneers before 2,500
enthusiastic soccer fans at
Virtue Field, which is located
on the University of Vermont
campus, last Tuesday night.

“I thought we played well,
but we just couldn’t put our
chances away,” said Pioneers
head coach Federico Molinari.
“They did put their chances
away.”

The Pioneers had a 5-1-2
record following the road loss.

Vermont Green (6-0-1)
took over sole possession
of first place in the

Northeast Division.

Since joining USL League-
Two in 2022, Vermont has fin-
ished in third place behind the
Pioneers in the league stand-
ings.

The overall series record
between the two clubs is now
tied 3-3-1. Three of the seven
matchups ended 1-0.

In the second meeting of
last season, Vermont made the
trip south on Rte. 91 needing
to defeat the Pioneers to qual-
ify for the league playoffs.
They got the job done with a
3-1 victory.

Their first meeting of 2024,
which was played at Virtue
Field, finished in a scoreless
draw.

The last time the Pioneers
celebrated a victory over
Vermont Green was a 1-0
home shutout in the second
meeting of the 2023 cam-
paign. The lone goal of that
match was scored by Mamadi
Jiana, who played soccer

Mamadi Jiana runs down the loose ball.

at Chicopee High School,
and is still a member of the
Pioneers. He also plays for the
men’s soccer team at Bryant
University.

The Pioneers had a couple
of scoring chances during the
first half of last Tuesday’s
match.

In the eighth minute,
Robbie Lyons fired a shot
from the top of the box, but
Vermont goalie Niklas Herceg
managed to make the save.

A little more than ten min-
utes later, a Lyons free kick
sailed wide

Herceg made another save
following a shot attempt from
Augustine Boadi during the
32nd minute.

Vermont Green took a 1-0
lead 11 minutes later.

The scoring play began
with Stephane Njike send-
ing a crossing pass into the
box from the left side. Then
Joseph Picotto flicked a shot
into the back of the net past
Western Mass goalie Cam
Hall.

The Pioneers had an oppor-
tunity to score the tying goal
in 52nd minute when Boadi
sent a pass to Lyons, but his
shot went over the crossbar.

In the 73rd minute, Jared
Smith’s free kick just missed
going into the net.

With the Pioneers still
trailing by a goal late in the
second half, Vermont goalie
Niklas Herceg received a yel-
low card from referee Elvis
Jandric.

Molinari thought his team
should’ve been given a free
kick following the card, but
the referee gave the home
team a goal kick instead.

“It should’ve been a free
kick for us because the refer-
ee gave their goalie a yellow
card,” Molinari said. “The ref-
eree made a mistake and it’s a

Pioneers suffer rare league loss

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY

WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Augustine Boadi hustles up
the field.

very tough loss for loss.”

Following the match,
Molinari and several of the
Pioneers got into a heated
argument with Jandric in the
middle of the field.

The home team sealed their
victory when Hall attempted
to make a diving save on a
shot taken by Tyler Trimnal.
The ball bounced away from
the Pioneers keeper and Njike
put the ball into the back of
the net sending the Vermont
Green supporters into a frenzy.

The Pioneers did get back
into the win column following
a 2-0 win against the Boston
Bolts.

The Pioneers goals were
scored by Jorge Veintimilla
and Jiana.

The second meeting
between Vermont Green and
Western Mass. is scheduled
to take place at Lusitano
Stadium on July 11. It’s also
the regular season finale for
the Pioneers.

Motocross Nationals set for
WMass return this weekend

SOUTHWICK - Since
1976, the intimate, serpen-
tine layout of Southwick,
Massachusett’s iconic The
Wick 338 has provided the
most unique and grueling
challenge in American moto-
cross. Nestled behind the
American Legion outpost
for which it is named, amidst
a sea of trees and the near-
by Great Brook, the hidden
gem is a pillar of the global-
ly prestigious Pro Motocross
Championship and has a
legacy that spans nearly
five decades. On Saturday,
June 28, the 44th running of
the Crestview Construction
Southwick National will see
the town of Southwick will
become the global epicen-
ter of the motocross world,

as the most legendary race
teams and an international
contingent of the fastest rac-
ers on the planet converge
on Western Massachusetts
for the ultimate battle of man
and machine at the “moto
sandbox.”

With its one-of-a-kind rac-
ing surface, endless stream
of flowing turns, and an
undulating terrain that is
surrounded by spectators,
The Wick 338 stands alone
in the world of motorsports.
It is rare to find a racetrack
of such global significance,
with such a rich history
seamlessly interwoven into
the community that sur-
rounds it, but the embrace
of this summer tradition
has become a fixture of

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL S,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow * Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= IR RIVER=-

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

Southwick living and an eco-
nomic boon for the Hampden
County town. Hundreds of
racers, race team personnel,
event staff, and race fans
from across New England
will make the journey to
Western Massachusetts for
an action-packed day of rac-
ing that will play a pivotal
role in the quest to crown
champions.

With legendary track ele-
ments like Jo Jo’s Powerslide
and Buckley Berm, The
Wick 338 has long put rid-
ers to the ultimate test. The
ever-changing sand means
the track is constantly evolv-
ing, getting rougher and

Please see MOTOCROSS,
page 11

BUSINES
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GONNECTIO

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars e Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted
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with a bloop single to center.

Ferrentino is a member of
the Merrimack College base-
ball team.

Petrin retired the next
two batters on a foul pop-
up caught by third baseman
Jacob Petrin and a strikeout.

St Joe’s threatened against
People’s Bank lefty Danny
Gaines, who’s from Holyoke,
with one-out in the bottom
half of the first inning. Jacob
Petrin (2-for-4) began the
rally with an infield hit and
right fielder Pat Fitzgibbons
drew a walk. Gaines escaped
further trouble by getting
the next batter to hit into an
inning ending double play.

After neither team scored
in the second inning, People’s
Bank centerfielder Seth Allen
hit a groundball to the third
baseman leading off the third
inning. He wound up at sec-
ond base following a throw-
ing error. A Clark pop-up sin-

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

* Title 5 inspection

omplet®
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

gle to center and a walk by
Platner loaded the bases.

The visitors, who had seven
base hits in the game, took
a 3-0 lead when Ferrentino
was hit by a pitch. Then right
fielder Cam Rivest, who’s
the varsity baseball coach at
Ludlow High School, hit a
sacrifice fly scoring another
run.

St. Joe’s broke the ice an
inning later.

Fitzgibbons, who hit a hard
ground ball into left field
leading off the fourth inning,
scored when centerfield-
er Aaron Little, who played
baseball at Ludlow High
School, hit a sacrifice fly.

Second baseman Nate
Carillon continued the St.
Joe’s rally with a walk and
catcher Bobby Trigilio was
hit-by-a-pitch loading the
bases with one-out. Just like
they did in the first and third
innings, People’s Bank ended
the inning with a double play.

“Our defense was awe-

Pre-Mix Engineered Fusl & 0il 40:1

some tonight,” Ferry said.
“We turned three double plays
early in the game.”

Gaines, who allowed one
run on three hits in four
innings, was relieved by fel-
low lefty James Flahive,
who’s normally a starter, at
the start of the fifth inning.

“Danny has been one of our
top starting pitchers for a very
long time,” Ferry said. “It’s
still early in the season and
we knew he could give us at
least four strong innings.”

Flahive, who threw 70
pitches over the final three
frames, was credited with the
win. He didn’t allow any runs
on two hits.

People’s Bank final two
runs were scored in the fifth
and sixth innings on sacrifice
flies from designated hitter
Johny Gegetskas and Platner.

The third meeting of the
regular season between the
two teams was scheduled
to be played at Mackenzie
Stadium on Tuesday night.

TruFuel® Engineered
Fuel + 0il Ready To Use

Pre-Mix Engineered Fusl & 0/l 5051

6527238 4-Cycle Engineered Fuel

6525506 | Pre-Mix Engineered Fuel & Ol 40:1

6525606 Pre-Mix Engineered Fuel & 0il 50:1

§/3/3|3)3|3

6527206 4-Cycle Enginsered Fuel

Belchertown Auto Parts
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS® /get

(0 AUT0 PARTS "S-

SPECIALIZING IN

ROBERTS RO

Slate » Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 o Cell 413-237-9434 ===

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

=/,
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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Summer Eats is back-fueling
kids and teens all summer long

BOSTON - Summer
Eats - the Massachusetts
Summer Food Service
Program - is kicking off
across the Commonwealth,
providing free meals to
all kids and teens, ages 18
and under. In 2024, more
than 2.8 million meals were
served across over 1,450
sites statewide through
the Summer Eats pro-
gram. During Summer Eats
Awareness Week, Project
Bread is encouraging com-
munity members to help
spread the news about this
free program statewide,
with free promotional mate-
rials available online.

Throughout the
school year, children in
Massachusetts rely on free
school meals to meet most
of their daily nutrition
needs. Summer Eats clos-
es the gap when the school
year ends, helping to ensure
children and teens contin-
ue to grow, learn and thrive
over school vacation. On an
average day in July 2024,
70,000 kids ate at least one
Summer Eats meal.

Participating meal pro-
viders operate and staff
meal sites, often in con-
junction with activities and
educational programming
at schools, libraries, local
park and recreation areas,
and more. Kids and teens
are required to eat onsite
at most Summer Eats
sites. Grab & Go meals
are available in select rural
communities. All are wel-
come. No registration or
ID is required. In 2024,
more than 2.8 million
meals were served across
over 1,450 sites statewide

through the Summer Eats
program. Another sum-
mer food resource is SUN
Bucks (Summer EBT),
which is a federal food
benefit providing addition-
al funding for groceries for
low-income families with
school-aged children.

For more than 20
years, the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education
(DESE) and statewide food
security nonprofit Project
Bread have partnered to sup-
port communities in offer-
ing Summer Eats meals to
children in Massachusetts.
Throughout the school year,
the nonprofit and DESE also
partner to expand access to
and participation in school
meal programs. This year,
Project Bread has granted a
total of $236,482 to Summer
Eats sponsors statewide for
their program development
and capacity-building, such
as equipment to transport
meals or increase kitchen
efficiency and meal quality,
as well as staffing support
and items to enhance site
engagement, outreach and
promotion efforts.

“We hear from families
all the time who are finding
ways to stretch their budgets
during the summer months,
who are unsure about what
resources are available
to them, and who are just
trying to put food on their
tables each day,” says Erin
McAleer, President & CEO
of Project Bread, the leading
food security organization in
Massachusetts. “Food is not
a luxury. The Summer Eats
program is a vital resource
that makes sure that every

child can have their basic
need of hunger met and can
simply focus on learning,
growing, and enjoying sum-
mer fun.”

Summer is better with
full bellies and big smiles.
For more information about
Summer Eats, includ-
ing meal site locations,
visit www.projectbread.org/
summer-eats, text FOOD
or COMIDA to 304-304,
or call 1-800-645-8333 for
help in any language. A per-
sonal contribution to support
Summer Eats can be made
at www.projectbread.org/
donate.

About Project Bread

Project Bread connects
people and communities
in Massachusetts to reli-
able sources of food while
advocating for policies that
make food more acces-
sible-so that no one goes
hungry. Summer Eats is
one of the many nutrition
programs they support. Any
resident of Massachusetts
struggling to afford food or
worrying they might run out
before they have money to
buy more can call Project
Bread’s FoodSource Hotline
for help in 180+ languages
(1-800-645-8333) or send a
confidential chat on www.
gettingsnap.com for com-
passionate, personalized
assistance. Counselors are
available Monday - Friday
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. There is also a dedi-
cated line available to those
who are hearing impaired.
For more information,
visit: www.projectbread.org.

Call for walkers: Register for the 37th Annual
Jimmy Fund Walk presented by Hyundai

REGION — Registration
is open for the 2025 Jimmy
Fund Walk presented by
Hyundai. Scheduled for
Sunday, Oct. 5, funds raised
from the Jimmy Fund
Walk support all forms of
adult and pediatric care and
research at Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute. The Jimmy
Fund Walk will aim to raise
$9.5 million this year in the
effort to prevent, treat, and
defy cancer.

The Jimmy Fund Walk
is the only organized walk
permitted to use the famed
Boston Marathon®course,
and participants have the
flexibility to choose from
four distance options:

MOTOCROSS
from page 10

tougher as the day wears on
and is usually complement-
ed by elevated summer tem-
peratures and humidity,
adding another layer to an
already monumental task.
Despite its challenges, it’s a
race all athletes want to win
and those who have prevailed
on these hallowed grounds
take immense pride in know-
ing they earned that success.
For spectators, there’s simply
nothing like it, as virtually
every vantage point provides
spectacular visuals and puts
fans on top of the action.

The Pro Motocross
Championship compris-
es 11 rounds of competi-

5K walk: Starting at
Dana-Farber’s Longwood
Medical Campus

10K walk: Starting in
Newton

Half Marathon walk:
Starting in Wellesley

Marathon walk: Starting
in Hopkinton

All along the route, walk-
ers will be motivated by
poster-sized photographs of
patients—Jimmy Fund Walk
Heroes—that are the heart
of the event and appear
along the course as inspi-
ration. Walkers will also be
treated to refueling stations
with refreshments through-
out the course.

The event will conclude

i '

l

at the Jimmy Fund Walk
Finish Line at Boston
Common, by the corner of
Charles and Beacon Streets.
Finish line activities will
include a celebration with
food, entertainment, and
more. Walkers who prefer
to participate virtually can
complete their chosen dis-
tance from any location
Register as an individu-
al walker, team member,
or start a team. Take advan-
tage of this unique oppor-
tunity and bring a group
of your family, friends, or
colleagues together against
cancer. To register for the

Please see WALK, page 13

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

Sunday school youth receive honor certificates

On Sunday, June 8th the
Sunday School Youth class
at Hope United Methodist
Church in Belchertown
received certificates honoring
their participation in Sunday

School classes this past year.
They took part in the morn-
ing worship service that day.
Allison Morris, a grad-
uate of the Belchertown
High School class of 2025,

was awarded The Hope
United Methodist Church
Scholarship. Allison will be
attending a four-year college
pursuing her education in
Physical Therapy.

SCULPTURE from page 1

paints, going on to make a
series of paintings that won
prizes.

“My work comes from
where I am, but I always
pick up pieces out of a jum-
ble, and then all of a sudden,
the pieces come together.
The solutions come seeming-
ly out of nowhere as I look at
the pieces, and they become
a sculpture,” said Stecchini.

Currently, you can find
his piece, “Solar Reflective
Movement,” standing
proudly outside the Clapp
Memorial Library, catching
light from its surroundings
with the dozens of mirrors
hanging from it.

“Solar Reflective
Movement is a celebration
reflected in art, sculpture,
people, wind, and solar ener-
gies,” said Stecchini in his
artist statement.

The sculpture is made of
120 total acrylic mirrors, and
the mirrors are strung togeth-
er with jewelry chain and
fishing lure swivels so that
they can spin on the chains
and catch and reflect as
much light as possible.

“I thought more about
reflective movement and its
relation to the library, and
how power and life comes
from the sun, and these
reflections mimic our under-
standing of the world, much
like the library reflects what
we know of it through the
books and the words and
pictures inside it,” said
Stecchini.

Just as art is a reflection
of thoughts and emotions,
libraries are as well, and pro-
vide reflections of the cul-
tures of the towns they stand
in, bringing people together.

“Every piece of art is some

re Y
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TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Stop by the library to admire this work of art.

kind of reflection, and I want
it to be fun, I want it to be
interesting, and I want to
have people find something
to be inspired by it,” said
Stecchini.

Stop by the library and

take some time to sit under
the shade of the tree, and
admire the reflected light
bouncing off the mirrors
and across the grass with the
library ready and filled with
inspiration.

L,

« Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
« Civic Memorials & Custom Designs «
E-l You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process. rE

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com
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ebrated as an AMA National
Champion.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS

AIR CONDITIONER. Keystone, large
window/wall type with case. 12,000 BTU
with remote, manual case. One owner
617-717-4817.

TAG SALE

114 HENDRICK ST., CHICOPEE.
Furniture, clothing, toys, auto parts, much
more. Friday, June 27 thru Sunday,
June 29, 10am-4pm. Rain or shine.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted.
Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage hunting,
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising,
motorcycles, clothing. Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x*xxxxx & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

g

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,

ELECTRICIAN

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

Games, coins, sterling, Gl X
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more

Donald Roy

(860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A CGall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall,
painting and decks.. Competitive pricing.
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

EARLY

. DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,

the Classifieds have an
EARLY AD DEADLINE.
To advertise,
place your ad no later than NOON

o<
Thursday, July 3 J;

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming,
pruning, design, deliveries, loader,
backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413) 537-5789
(413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

B&D PAINTING - Home improvement
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates.
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List.
413-727-9846.

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

. Digital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently
' ran in one of our publications.
e Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

413-213-5470

>

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

Find archives of this
local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

% Thank you!
A TURLEY PUBLICATION ——
www.turley.com
- owm J ‘ -
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: d MasterCard dVISA d Discover d Cash 0 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

BRNFELD
STURBRIDGE

HUBBARDSTON

=3
WesT NORTH

5

st
(GROOKFIELD.

ananxmu

waLes { HoLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

OR

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications
for a FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immediately.
Visit www.hampdenpolice.com
for more information. EOE

WE'RE HIRING!
SUFFIELD LUMBER

INSIDE SALES MANAGER
WANTED
*FULL TIME POSITION
1-860-668-5530

Job Description -

Responsibilities and Duties:

* Answer phones

* Software proficiency

* Opening and closing store

* Handling customers

* Order stock

* Stock inventory and shelves,

* Schedule deliveries

* Dealing with cash

* Quoting material for jobs

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

MULTI UNIT HOME, OAKHAM. Pay
rent five years on time, live free forever.
Pete 407-752-1499

SOUTH HADLEY - 6 room apartment in
owner occupied duplex. Washer & dryer on
premises. 2 off-street parking spaces. No
smoking...no pets. Rent $1500.00/mo. plus
utilities. Require 1st, last and security upon
rental. Please call 413-533-4310 to set
up appointment.

WANTED TO RENT

IF YOU HAVE A GARAGE to rent
in Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley or
Springfield please call Miguel 413-523-
6362.

o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

-
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Get ready for summer reading at the library

BELCHERTOWN - The
Clapp Memorial Library will
be hopping this summer with
lots of fun and educational
programs for everyone. See
you at the library!

For All Ages:

“Level Up at Your
Library” Summer Reading
Programs Start Saturday,
July 21- register now!

Clapp Memorial Library
has an amazing calendar of
events throughout the sum-
mer for Adults, Teens and
Kids. This year’s theme is
“Level Up at Your Library”
and there’s a Summer
Reading Program group for
every age! Summer Reading
Programs include reading
challenges, raffles and prizes,
special events, parties, and
more! Register now online at
clapplibrary.beanstack.com
or via the Beanstack app.

For more information, visit
our website: clapplibrary.org.
To register offline, stop by
the Circulation Desk or call
413-323-0417.

Pride Movie Matinee
Series Mondays in June,
from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

We’re showing a series
of films for Pride Month,
Monday afternoons in the
Activity Room! Snacks will
be provided, no registration
required.

Monday, June 30: (a not
so classic road trip movie)
(1995 PG-13): Three New
York drag queens trav-
el cross-country on their
way to Hollywood, but a

broken-down car strands
them in a narrow-mind-
ed Midwestern town where
they share makeup tips with
the ladies and show the men
how to treat women right.
Starring Wesley Snipes,
Patrick Swayze, and John
Leguizamo. Public perfor-
mance rights are provided
through SWANK.

West African Drumming
With Jafar Manselle and
the Wendell Warriors
Monday, June 30, from 6
p-m. to 7 p.m.

All ages are welcome to
attend. Spots for teen and
adult instruction are still
available! Come out to play
with the Wendell Warriors
drumming ensemble and
their leader Jafar Manselle!
Discuss the history of drum-
ming for village celebrations
and learn hand placements
for making different sounds.
Then play together and cel-
ebrate the day! Drums will
be provided but feel free to
bring your own. Everyone is
welcome at this event! Adult
and teen audience mem-
bers who would also like to
participate in one-on-one
instruction may register for
one of 20 spots: call 413-
323-0417 or visit www.clap-
plibrary.org/events This pro-
gram is funded in part by a
grant from the Belchertown
Cultural Council, a local
agency which is supported by
the Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

ViewFinder Nature
Photography Contest

The Sentinel

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Exhibit Reception and
Awards Ceremony Tuesday,
July 1, from 6 p.m. to 7
p-m.

The Clapp Memorial
Library and the Belchertown
Creative Economy
Committee invite you to
the ViewFinder Nature
Photography contest exhib-
it reception and awards cer-
emony to acknowledge the
creative achievements of
our local photographers
in capturing the beau-
ty and natural diversity of
Belchertown. The winning
photographs will be exhib-
ited at the Library through-
out the month of July, and
viewable on the Library web-
site. The ViewFinder pro-
gram is funded in part by a
grant from the Belchertown
Cultural Council, a local
agency which is supported by
the Mass Cultural Council,
a state agency. Additional
funding is provided by
the Friends of the Clapp
Memorial Library.

For Teens:

Teen Movie Night Friday,
June 27, from 6:00 pm -
8:00 pm

Celebrate the kickoff of
the Teen Summer Reading
Program with a Teen Pizza &
Movie Night! Pizza, popcorn,
and drinks will be provided
for free as the library hosts
a showing of the 2017 hit
movie based on the Jumanji
board game - starring Jack
Black and The Rock! Pizza
will come from Antonio’s,
which placed highly in both
categories at last year’s Teen

Pizza-Tasting Contest! Teens
ages 12-18 are asked to call
the library or email clappli-
brarytab@gmail.com to reg-
ister. All attendees will earn
a raffle ticket for the Teen
Summer Reading Program.
This program is funded by
the Friends of the Clapp
Memorial Library.

For Kids:

Their Butt Does
What?!?! Friday, June 27,
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. in
the Town Hall Auditorium

Not every animal has a
butt, but for those that do,
there is an almost infinite
variety of ways in which
their butts can surprise us!
In this program you’ll learn
about ... an inflating butt, a
deflating butt, a butt with
its own chemical lab, butts
that can grow eyes and a
brain, butts that talk, and so
many more! No registration
required. Children must be
registered for the CML’s
Summer Reading Program.
Sign up now at clappli-
brary.beanstack.com or via
the Beanstack app. To sign
up offline, visit the circula-
tion desk or call 413-323-
0417. This program is fund-
ed by the Friends of Clapp
Memorial Library.

Ducks and Trucks
Sunday at the Farmers
Market, June 29, from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Farmers Market on
the Town Common will have
cute ducks and fire trucks!
Come meet live ducks and
learn about their diet, hab-
itat, behavior and more.

The Clapp Memorial
Library is open:

Monday
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Tuesday
9:30 a.m. -7 p.m.

Wednesday
9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Thursday
9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Friday
9:30 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Saturday
9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Duckworld Rescue at Ripley
Farm will bring ducks and
give children a chance to
hold them and watch them
swim. And the Belchertown
Fire Department will be vis-
iting with a truck for kids to
explore hands-on! Made pos-
sible by the Friends of the
Clapp Memorial Library and
Community Sponsors.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Announcing
new kid’s
event at the
Grange

WARE - The next
Kids” Corner at Ware
Grange will be called
“Rainforests” and will
take place on Saturday,
June 28 at 10 a.m. at
the Grange Hall at 297
Belchertown Road in
Ware. Kids’ Corner work-
shops are led by local
preschool teacher Jen
McNally and teach chil-
dren about nature and the
environment through sto-
ries, songs and fun activi-
ties. Ever wonder what it’s
like in a rainforest habi-
tat? There are so many
species of plants and ani-
mals to learn about in the
rainforests. Come learn
about these amazing for-
ests! Visit Ware Grange
on Facebook or at ware-
grange.org for more infor-
mation.

WALK from page 11

Walk (#JimmyFundWalk)
or to support a walk-
er, visit Www.
JimmyFundWalk.org or
call 866-531-9255.

Registrants can enter
the promo code NEWS
for $5 off the registration
fee. All registered walkers
will receive a bib, medal,
and a Jimmy Fund Walk
T-shirt. You can also sign
up to volunteer on Walk
Day.

Send Us Your
Autumn Event
Information

Turley Publications wiill

print your Autumn event

Autumn Fest Supplement

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Community
Autumn Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

: Event N
FREE OF CHARGE inour §
Date/Time
! 1 ’ Locati
which will be published §
September 10, 2025.
Description
Total circulation of 85,000
reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.
. 1
Deadline ¢/
for Calendar | I cos

MAIL YOUR LISTING |

submissions is
August 11.

I Contact name & phone number for more information

NFORMATION TO:

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY
EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

The line-up of
books ready ro
go home with
someone.

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

Owner Residential

Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A
Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Commercial
Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770

Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Jack is ready to read his book.

READING from page 1

Janice McArdle was happy
to see so many kids come in
to participate in Book Bingo.

“I love seeing the kids get
excited about reading,” said
McArdle. “The activities
and weekly themes are a lot
of fun, and help encourage
them to read, too.”

Every year, libraries fol-
low a theme for their
summer read-
ing pro-

=

Alyssa with her two new chapter books for

summer.

grams, and this year it’s to
Level Up at Your Library.

McArdle has planned
countless themes, from cats
and dogs to superheroes,
and Minecraft and jokes and
laughter.

“When I thought of lev-
eling up, I thought of video
gaming, but I also thought
about how we can spend time
leveling up skills and ideas,”
said McArdle. “I’'m excited
for the kids to join in, and
I had a lot of fun designing
and creating the themes and
activities to go with each
one.”

The summer reading pro-
gram will take place between
Friday, June 20, when it
kicked off with Book Bingo,
and go until August 8 before
school starts up again.

Children under the age of
five need to read or be read
to for 10 minutes a day, and
children over the age of five
for 15 minutes a day.

There are calendars at the
desk for you to pick up to
keep track of your child’s
reading, and every week a
different prize to be raffled
off for the theme of that
week.

From Mystic Aquarium
tickets to a bucket of prizes

There’s plenty of fun prizes, too.

themed of Mine raft, there is
so much to choose from, and
many items you could poten-
tially win!

“I love summer reading
programs because it brings
the kids into the library and
gets them excited to read,”
said McArdle. “Having these
activities ready and available
makes it more fun, t00.”

The teens will also have
their own summer reading
prizes to earn, with book

challenges and tickets to win
for gift cards and more, as
well as take-home and drop-
in crafts and activities.

All kids who reach their
25-book goal will receive a
coupon for a free ice cream
cone from Cindy’s Drive-
In, who always donates ice
cream coupons every year.

Summer reading is here, so
pick out your book, and get
ready to win some prizes.

hborhood
Manketplace
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locadly swned businesses here B serve you!

TILTON A Laboratory dventure founs of Warren < (-2

AUTOMOTIVE ‘M! Have you tested your well water recently? chelfieldetiieriind Y

P.O. Box 1192 2026 Norwegian Cruise Line

AutoC ia —
GENERAL Conter 9 Stadler Steet nglmf:)%i; ad Sora Seotla -
REPAI Rs We Install Only NAPA Parts BEIChertown, MA 01007 :
FREDERICK TILTON ROUTE 9 41 3'323'71 34
Owner 3 AMHERST ROAD quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com
323-5051 BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Has This Happened to You?

We do what your body shop won't!
Body Rust * Body Rot * Frame Rust ® Chassy Work

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding

Welding ¢ Fabrication ® Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ® Snow Plows ¢ Sanders ® Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867

July 12..........Escape to Rockport $110
July 2.......... Perkins Cove for a Day $110
(1o A — Stockbridge - Rockwell Museum............... $120
Oct. 18..........Turkey Train $175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis.......from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

00000000000000




