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B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Remembering and honoring 
our loved ones is an essential 
part of how we grieve, and 
above all, share the impact 
they had on us with the 
world. 

For Heather Twining, she 
remembers her son, Aaron, 
with an annual Pinewood 
Derby race in his honor on 
the common and in the Old 
Town Hall.

“Aaron was fifteen years 
old and just  started at 
Pathfinder and was enjoying 
it,” said Twining. “He was 

always funny with the people 
he knew.” 

Whether it was pranking 
his family by making every 
Alexa in the house play the 
song “Africa” by Toto, or 
making someone feel wel-
come, Aaron was well-loved 
by the community and every-
one who met him. 

“He had a huge sense of 
humor and was very car-
ing and silly,” said Twining. 
“IT’s the little things that 
show they didn’t forget about 
him and what he was like.”

He spent a lot of time as 
a Cub Scout, and Heather 
served as Cub Master for a 
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B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Getting dressed up doesn’t 

usually involve trash, 
but for this event, the 
Belchertown Creative 
Economy and members 
of other town depart-
ments, made trash the 
required outfit. 

The Trash Gala, the 
first of its kind, was a 

big party to celebrate the 
completion of the Transfer 
Station’s murals, a project 
months in the making, now 
complete with three works 
of art. 

“The murals themselves 
inspired the Trash Gala,” said 
Maude Haak-Frendscho. 
“Linda Leduc’s idea of 
painting murals on the 
Transfer Station con-
tainers was brilliant, 
and the juxtaposi-

tion of investing 
in to  making the 
Transfer Station a 
beautiful, inspiring, 

and educational experi-
ence inspired the high/
low idea of the Trash 
Gala, and to continue 
into the community 

engagement that makes 

the project so special.” 
At the event, the DPW and 

Conservation Commission 
hosted tables at the Gala, 
and Cydi Harberson, direc-
tor of the Clapp Memorial 
Library, organized a display 
of the paper dolls designed 
by kids back in January that 
inspired the mural artist 
Caoin O’Durgy created.

Jennifer Whitehead, the 
Youth Librarian, also worked 
to create and organize a polli-
nator planting project in fruit 
cups for kids to decorate. 

Jen Turner, Vice Chair of 
the Selectboard and a fellow 
artist, also hosted a collage 
table with old magazines to 
make into new art, and the 
Creative Economy and BCC 
members organizing the trav-
eling quilt with Radically 
Rural had the quilt on dis-
play.

“We haven’t done other 
murals before, and none at 
the Transfer Station, but we 
are so happy to collaborate 
with the DPW and Clapp 
Memorial Library and hope 
we have more opportunities 
ahead to incorporate pub-
lic artwork into commu-
nity infrastructure. It really 
offers a strong sense of place 

Belchertown hosts its 
first-ever trash gala

From trash to treasure
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B E L C H E RTOW N  – 
Finding your thing can 
be as simple as discover-
ing you like art, music, or 
science, but for others, its 
loved ones that show you 
how much you shine. 

For Laura Hicks, who has 
always loved performing 
and singing, it was her four 
daughters who inspired her 
ultimately to participate and 
compete for Miss Senior 
Amierca. 

T h e  M i s s  S e n i o r 
A m e r i c a n  Pa g e a n t  i s 
designed and meant to 
honor women in the “Age 
of Elegance,” sharing and 
representing the dignity, 
maturity, and inner beauty 
of senior American women 
over sixty. 

Hicks’ daughters first 
learned about the pageant 
after seeing a float in the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, and 
immediately called their 
mom, telling her she’d be 
the perfect candidate. 

“I sing for seniors and I 
perform, and they knew I 
already liked performing 

and being on stage,” said 
Hicks. “Having them rec-
ognize that showed me that 
they knew I had the poise 
and the talent to be a con-
tender.” 

Hicks has always enjoyed 
singing, even while as a 
young child, and today uses 
that love to help others and 
sings at mens and womens 

prisons,  to 
seniors, and 
at long-term 
care, rehabs, 
and memory 
care centers. 

“ T h e 
p o w e r  o f 
m u s i c  t o 
touch peo-

ples’ lives is truly magical,” 
said Hicks. “And even if I 
didn’t perform, I truly love 
singing.” 

The competition involved 
being interviewed by a 
panel of judges, and you can 
perform a talent, any talent 
at all, for the competition as 
part of the pageant. 

“You don’t know what 
talents you’ll see,” said 
Hicks. “A lot of senior 
women don’t see their tal-
ents right away, but its about 
what you are good at.” 

Hicks’  ta lent  was a 
montage of six different 
Broadway songs she per-
formed as a mashup, includ-
ing “No Business Like 
Show Business,” “Don’t 
Cry for Me, Argentina,” 
“Spoonfu l  o f  Sugar,” 

Resident wins Miss 
Senior Massachusetts

TURLEY PHOTO SUBMITTED
Laura Hicks dressed up as the winner of Miss Senior Mas-
sachusetts America. 
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B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Veterans are essential mem-
bers of our society, and 
remembering their sacrifice 
and take care of them when 
they return. 

Author Ed Tick has made 
it his life’s goal for the past 
45 years to work with vet-
erans, and has worked with 
them since the Vietnam War. 

Tick turned 18 during the 
height of the Vietnam War, 
but was a conscientious 
objector, having no desire 
to participate in the war, but 
was willing to be a drafted 
medic if need be. TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Author Ed Tick holding two of his books on healing the mind 
of a warrior.

Recount 
shows 
override 
stays 

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – 
Following a narrow win 
of just 21 votes, the May 
19 Proposition 2 ½ over-
ride ballot results were 
recounted on Wednesday, 
June 11, affirming the 
original results.

The question allowed 
the town to assess an addi-
tional $2,894,400 in real 
estate and personal prop-
erty taxes for the purpose 
of funding municipal and 
school operating budgets 
for the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1, 2025. 

According to the official 
results of the May 19 elec-
tion, 2,146 were in favor 
of the question and 2,125 
were opposed. 

To have a recount, four 
petitions, one for each pre-
cinct, must have at least 10 
certified signatures turned 
into the Town Clerk’s 
office. Town Clerk Terry 
Camerlin received 15 for 
Precinct A, 14 for Precinct 
B, 13 for Precinct C, and 
14 for Precinct D.

From there the Board of 
Registrars convened and 
selected June 11. 

Camerl in  explained 
the process of a recount. 
Rather than having a tab-
ulator count the ballots, 
they were hand.

Sarah Maronie’s fabulous skirt made out of pages from the Sentinel itself. TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

2146 IN FAVOR
2125 OPPOSED

Derby race hosted to 
honor Aaron Twining

TURLEY PHOTO BY ABIGAIL MCCOY
The winning race car, made by Gavin Rosa, flying off the tracks as the rest of the cars try and 
catch up.

Author works to bring mental 
healing to veterans

“The power of music to 
touch peoples’ lives is truly 
magical. And even if I didn’t 
perform, I truly love singing.” 

– Laura Hicks

Please see TRASH, page 14

Please see HICKS, page 3Please see AUTHOR, page 5

Please see RACE, page 7
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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She is a former graduate of 
Belchertown High School. 

Katie loves the medical field 
and helping people. She has 
helped many couples try to 

start a family by being an egg 
donor eleven times.

She is the daughterShe is the daughter
of proud parents of proud parents 

Dale & Donna Yvon Dale & Donna Yvon 
of Ludlow.of Ludlow.

is a 2025 graduate from 
Holyoke Community College as a 

Registered Nurse (RN).Registered Nurse (RN).

Katie Yvon, 

♥♥♥♥

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS, 
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
PICK YOUR OWN STRAWBERRIES

7:00am - 5:00pm • Weather & Crops Permitting.
Call Our Greenhouse or Check Our Facebook Page For Up-To-Date Information
413-467-3794 • New Ludlow Road • Credit Cards Accepted!

Our Farmstand Will Be Opening June 26Our Farmstand Will Be Opening June 26
Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby

413-467-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

~ Family Owned & Operated  ~

Open: 
8am-7pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
Selectboard focused on reor-
ganizing board responsibili-
ties and addressing key town 
policies at its recent meeting 
on Monday. 

The board began by 
approving meeting minutes 
and immediately launched 
into the annual process of 
assigning liaison duties to 
various town committees. 
Board members engaged in 
a detailed discussion about 
potentially consolidating 
committee responsibilities.

Selectboard member Jon 
Ritter suggested combining 
some committees, such as 
placing BC TV under com-
munications and lakes com-
mittees under community 
services. 

Town Administrator Steve 
Williams cautioned against 
hasty changes, emphasizing 
the need to consult with vol-
unteer committee members.

“We don’t want to have 
volunteers being slighted 
in any way,” Williams said. 
“We certainly would like to 
have their input.”

After a comprehensive 

review, board members 
assigned liaison roles to var-
ious town committees. Some 
positions remained open 
for further discussion, with 
board members expressing 
interest in multiple roles.

The liaison assignments 
are as follows:

Jonathan Ritter:
Agricultural Commission

BCTV
Hazard Mitigation 

Committee
Lakes Committee

Parks and Recreation
Planning Board

Nicole Miner:
Branding Committee

Buildings and Grounds 
Committee

 (pending policy change)
Council on Aging

Historical Commission
Scholarship Committee

Zoning Board of Appeals

Jen Turner:
Belchertown School 

Committee (primary, with 
Miner as alternate)
Cultural Council

DEI Task Force

Whitney Jorns-Kuhnlenz
Age and Dementia Friendly 

Implementation Group
Creative Economy 

Committee
Energy and Sustainability 

Committee
Fair Committee (alternate)

McPherson Garden 
Committee

Lesa Lessard Pearson 
(Chair):

Animal Control 
Advisory Board

EDIC
Capital Improvement 

Planning
Law Account

Cultural Preservation 
Committee

Family Center Committee
Belchertown Overcoming 

Adversity Together
Clapp Memorial Library

Veteran Services 
Advisory Board

Some committees like the 
Finance Committee were 
still under discussion, and 

the board noted they might 
need to review and poten-
tially consolidate committee 
structures in the future.

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Steve Williams also pro-
vided updates on several 
ongoing town projects. He 
announced that bids had 
been opened for the Sports 
Haven project and that the 
town hopes to begin con-
struction this season.

Williams also discussed 
the Franklin School prop-
erty, revealing that three 
distinct proposals had been 
received with prices ranging 
from $100,000 to $150,000. 
He suggested the board 
review the proposals and 
prepare for a potential exec-
utive session discussion.

The meeting concluded 
with the board moving into 
an executive session to dis-
cuss strategy sessions and 
potential negotiations with 
non-union personnel.

The next Selectboard 
meeting is scheduled for 
July 7.

❚ COMMUNITY�

Selectboard reorganizes liaison duties
BELCHERTOWN – The 

Belchertown Community 
Band is just about to start 
rehearsals for their Summer 
Concert Series, and they are 
looking for new members. 
This is truly a unique oppor-
tunity for musicians of any 
ability level. The band is 
all-inclusive! 

R e h e a r s a l s  a r e  a t 
Belchertown High School 
on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings from 7 to 9 p.m. 
starting June 24. Then there 
are four concerts on the 

Belchertown Common each 
Thursday night starting 
July 24. The Tuesday night 
rehearsals continue through 
the concert weeks. There is 
no fee to play in this band. 

So, if you want to brush 
off your instrument in the 
closet, keep your playing 
skills in shape or are a begin-
ner who is looking for more 
experience, this is the perfect 
opportunity for you. Please 
come at least the first or sec-
ond night to see if you like it. 
We are sure you will!

Community band in 
search of musicians

WARE – The next Kids’ 
Corner at Ware Grange will 
be called “Rainforests” 
and will  take place on 
Saturday, June 28 at 10 a.m. 
at the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road in Ware. 
Kids’ Corner workshops are 
led by local preschool teach-
er Jen McNally and teach 
children about nature and 

the environment through sto-
ries, songs and fun activities. 
Ever wonder what it’s like 
in a rainforest habitat? There 
are so many species of plants 
and animals to learn about in 
the rainforests. Come learn 
about these amazing for-
ests! Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at  waregrange.
org for more information.

Announcing new kid’s 
event at the Ware Grange

Lions Club 
welcomes 
new member

BELCHERTOWN – The Belchertown 
Lions Club welcomed its newest mem-
ber at a recent induction ceremony held 
at the Villa Rose Restaurant in Ludlow. 
Sponsor Victor Robidoux pinned Chris 
Desorcy of Belchertown after his formal 
installation by Past District Governor 
Bill White.  

Chris, a local business owner, 
has been a very strong supporter 
of our Lions Club in its fundraising 
efforts--especially the “Cruisin’ the 
Common” Memorial Car Show, which 
will return to the Town Common again 
this year on August 9th.

If you are interested in becoming a 
Lion--the world’s largest service orga-
nization--please visit our website at 
<belchertownlionsclub.com/contact.
htm> to fill out a brief application form.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Sponsor Victor Robidoux (left) pins Chris 
Desorcy of Belchertown after his formal 
installation by Past District Governor Bill 
White (right).

“Cabaret,” “I Dreamed a 
Dream,” and “The Impossible 
Dream.” 

“The reason I did six 
instead of one is because 
most of the contestants are 
singers, and I wanted to be 
different, to perform some-
thing to set myself apart,” 
said Hicks. 

But just winning the pag-
eant isn’t all there is; it’s also 
being a part of the commu-
nity, bringing smiles to peo-
ple’s faces, and being present 
at local events and for char-
ities. 

From showing up at events 
to standing on floats during 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
and going to hospitals, the 
job of the Miss Senior pag-
eant is to bring smiles to the 
community. 

“For one thing, I really 

enjoy performing, and being 
able to offer music makes me 
happy,” said Hicks. “Music 
touches hearts; it transports 
people to places they remem-
ber. It’s truly magical.” 

Hicks will be going to 
Nationals in October at a 
casino in Atlantic City, where 
winners from participating 
states will compete with their 
talents.

“It’s a wonderful organiza-
tion of women who help and 
encourage you,” said Hicks. 
“You do have a talent, and we 
can think we don’t have one, 
but you do. You just have to 
cultivate it.” 

As Nationals approaches, 
Laura Hicks is getting ready, 
and has loved every minute 
of it, getting the opportuni-
ty to work alongside other 
women and share her love of 
performance and music with 
the world. 

HICKS from page 1

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

TURLEY PHOTO SUBMITTED
Laura Hicks and her husband after her performance. 
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THE DOCTORS ARE IN...
NOW NOW 

ACCEPTING ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call our office 
to learn more 

about our practice

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.
Julia Komatsu, M.D.

Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, MHC

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Jeffrey Michael Lucey

♥  Miss you - Love, Mom, Dad and family
“Forever 23”

You remain alive in our hearts and dreams 
of what the future might have held for you. 

We hold on tightly to our memories 
of your laughter and smile, not wanting 
you to fade away even for a moment. 

You are our lesson on how war so deeply 
affects the heart and soul of an individual. 

Conflicts still rage around the globe 
and in our own country. 
Your pain lives in those 

who travel that same path.
Fly high among the stars, Jeffrey!

In Memory Of

Who died from 
“hidden wounds” 

of war on
June 22, 2004

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

New Owners

Climate Controlled Units Available

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

BEFORE THE WAR
By Penny Rock

I wonder what the matter with him.
He’s not the way he was before.
He’s not the way he used to be.
The way he was before the war.

He had no way of knowing
What horrors were in store 
Then communications ceased
When he went off to war.

He left only while in his teens
Now he’s so much older.
The warmth of his youth is gone.
His spirit’s so much colder.

His eyes look deeply haunted.
He has no joy anymore.
He doesn’t laugh and rarely smiles.
He stares down at the floor.

He speaks in cryptic fode. 
He talks of blood and gore.
Then lapses into silence.
Since he came back from war.

I wonder what he saw there.
That fills his eyes with fright.
All those unknown terrors.
Keep him awake at night.

Certain sounds will start him 
And send him out the door.
Will he ever have peace again,
As he did before the war?

He turns away from mirrors.
Who he sees must frighten him.
There’s no respite in his mind
Because all his thoughts are grim.

He doesn’t even look the same, 
So pale and so thin.
It’s like another person
Come back inside his skin.

He used to be so much fun,
So easy to adore.
It’s like he disappeared 
When he returned from war.

I wonder what became of him.
I never see him anymore.
He’s not the person he once was. 
I mean, before the war.

BELCHERTOWN – Come 
discover the magic, people 
and history of the extraor-
dinary village of Dwight, 
Massachusetts, including 
a portrayal of poet Emily 
Dickinson and music with 
Tracy Grammer & Jim 
Henry. 

Dwight Day will  fea-
ture nature talks with the 
Kestrel  Land Trust and 
MassWildlife, children’s 
activities, food, trivia, live 
music, antique autos, a cem-
etery tour, and history of 
the once well-known, nine-
teenth-century railroad desti-
nation and farming commu-
nity in North Belchertown. 

Local musicians Tracy 
Grammer and Jim Henry per-
form at 4 p.m. 

The Day will feature a 
series of talks focused on a 
broad range of land conser-
vation and wildlife topics, 
from pollinators to bears to 
birds of prey. 

The community gather-
ing also will host a portrayal 
of Poet Emily Dickinson in 
conversation with Dwight’s 
once-famous 19th century 
editor, J.G. Holland. 

“We are putting this fas-
cinating and unique village 
on the map again,” said 
Tom Stockton, president of 
the Belchertown Historical 
Association.  “This ten-
square-mile area has rich 
historical significance for the 
entire region, and possess-
es a great variety of natural 
features, from scenic water-
falls and swimming ponds 
to former old-growth forests 
and prime agricultural land. 
We are looking forward to 
the community spirit that 
will emerge from this special 
event for all of Belchertown 
and eas tern  Hampshire 
County.” 

Noontime music will be 
provided by the Dwight-
based ensemble Flies in the 
Kitchen. Children’s activities 
will include performances by 
Magician Fran Ferry.

 Food by Antonio’s Pizza 
and burgers  by Aust in 
Brothers Valley Farm. 

Among invited guests are 
Heidi Dollard, Pollinator 
Network Steering Committee 
C o C h a i r ;  L e e  H a l a s z , 
Conserva t ion  Manager, 

Kestrel Land Trust; Meghan 
C r aw f o r d ,  C o m m u n i t y 
Engagement  B io log i s t , 
Massachusetts Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife; and 
Tom Ricardi, Birds of Prey 
Rehabilitation Center; and 
Brianne Zulkiewicz, Trivia 
Host and Public Historian. 
Other presenters include 
Michael Carolan, History 
Writer and Correspondent for 
The Springfield Republican; 
Amy Lanham, Historical 
Interpreter; and Elizabeth 
Pols ,  Art is t  and Local 
Historian. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

Talks at Dwight Day
include: 

Emily Dickinson and 
Josiah Gilbert Holland in 
Conversation: Emily wrote 
more than 90 letters to J.G. 
and his wife Elizabeth. J.G. 
Holland was born in Dwight 
and sold more books in his 
lifetime than Mark Twain 
did in his. The conversation 
will provide insights into the 
lifelong relationship between 
Emily, who never married, 
Elizabeth, a woman raising 
a family, and her husband 
J. G., the author and editor 
whose newspaper printed the 
only poems Emily published 
in her lifetime. 

Pollinators, Conservation 
Areas and the

 Natural World:
Dwight is home to more 

than half of Belchertown’s 
conserved land, with hun-
dreds of acres of land includ-
ing its crown jewel, Holland 
Glen. Over the decades, 
Kestrel Land Trust has facil-
itated the acquisition and 
stewardship of most of these 
properties. Their presen-
tation will speak not just to 
the delights that these areas 
provide for hiking and recre-
ation, but to the importance 

of Dwight’s forest land in 
securing and maintaining 
the critical wildlife corridor 
from the Holyoke Range 
to the Quabbin Reservoir. 
Heidi Dollard from the 
Massachusetts Pollinator 
Network will present on 
pollinators and invasive spe-
cies; Meghan Crawford from 
MassWildlife will talk about 
our local bears; and local 
hero Tom Ricardi will delight 
us with his rehabbed birds of 
prey. 

Come to hear about: 
Pansy Park’s renowned 

horticulturalist whose seeds 
were sent across the globe. 

The meeting between Poet 
Emily Dickinson’s sister-in-
law Susan and the two boys 
fishing along a local brook, 
which helped reinvigorate the 
hamlet. 

The actual organ that 
Susan Dickinson helped pur-
chase.

•	 10  a.m.: Welcome 
•	 10:15 a.m.: Powerhouse 

Pol l ina tor  P lan ts  for 
Belcher town Gardens 
(Chapel) Heidi Dollard, 
with historical introduction 
by Elizabeth Pols.

•	 1 1 : 1 5  a . m . :  E m i l y 
Dickinson & J. G. Holland 
in Conversation (Chapel) 
Amy Lanham & Michael 
Carolan.

•	 12 p.m.: Lunch with Flies 
in the Kitchen ensemble 
(Outside).

•	 1 p.m.: Historic Lands 
& Nature with Elizabeth 
Pols (Chapel)  Kestrel 
Land Trust Conservation 
with Lee Halasz; Bears 
& Wildlife with Meghan 
Crawford; Birds of Prey 
with Tom Ricardi.

•	 1 : 4 5  p . m . :  E m i l y 
Dickinson & J. G. Holland 
in Conversation (Outside).

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Come and explore the history of Belchertown.

Dwight Day returns for annual event 
When: 

Saturday, June 21,
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Where: 
Dwight Chapel, 

885 Federal Street, 
Belchertown

Please see DWIGHT DAY, 
page 5
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

  

THE BEST FRESH
 LOCALLY GROWN!

SStrawberries!
Red, Ripe & Delicious!

Locally GrownLocally Grown

Picked Fresh!Picked Fresh!

Strawberry Pies, Strawberry Pies, 
Strawberry ShortcakeStrawberry Shortcake
Elsie’s Creamery Elsie’s Creamery 
Strawberry Ice CreamStrawberry Ice Cream

JUNE IS ROSE MONTH
20% OFF All 
Rose Bushes

Hybrid Teas, Shrub Roses, 
Climbing Roses & “Knock Outs”

Summer Tropical Plant SaleSummer Tropical Plant Sale
HIBISCUS TREES 
AND BUSHES
Beautiful Hibiscus & 
Mandevilla Combinations
$10.00 OFF Regular Price

Pollinator Week June 16–21
SUPPORT THE POLLINATORS
BIRDS, BEES & BUTTERFLIES

Perennial Of The Week
MUNSTEAD 

LAVENDER PLANTS
One Gallon Pots $12.99 (Save $2)

Fragrant Compact English Lavender

  Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION 
               IN HONOR OF ELSIE’S BIRTHDAY

Lemon Cloud 
Ice Cream

Fresh Lemon Ice Cream With A 
Swirl Of Marshmallow Cream 

BLOOMING ANNUALSBLOOMING ANNUALS  
For Instant Garden ColorFor Instant Garden Color
2 For $12.00 Jumbo 6-inch Pots
Marigolds, Petunias, 
Zinnias, Celosia & MORE

 

STRIKING CANNA LILIES
8-inch Pots $9.99

GREAT COLLECTION OF 
TROPICAL PLANTS

Croton, Zebras, Bromeliads & Anthurium

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3
– Thank you!

Saturday, June 21 at 2 p.m.
Belchertown Common, Belchertown

(Rain Date June 23 at 7 p.m.)

Concert
A patriotic program commemorating 

the start of the 1775 American Revolution!

FREE

Follow us on social media!
Facebook.com/WestMassBrass

Funded by:
Belchertown Cultural Council

Mass Cultural Council

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

•	 3 p.m.: Trivia with Brianne 
Zulkiewicz (Outside) 3:00 
Dwight Cemetery Tour 
with Elizabeth Pols & 
Michael Carolan.

•	 4 p.m.: Music with Tracy 
Grammer & Jim Henry 

(Chapel).
Dwight  Day is  spon-

sored by the Belchertown 
His tor ica l  Associa t ion , 
with generous donation 
of the space by the Christ 
Community Church. 

This program is support-
ed in part by a grant from 
the Belchertown Cultural 

Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

Instagram page: https://
www.instagram.com/dwight-
dayma/ For more about 
Dwight, see: Wikipedia: 
Dwight, Massachusetts.

T h e  B e l c h e r t o w n 

His tor ica l  Associa t ion , 
founded in  1903,  pre-
serves artifacts, maintains 
the Stone House Museum 
and fosters the rich history 
of Belchertown by offering 
tours, educational programs 
and events.

DWIGHT DAY from page 4

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Heather Twining, organiz-
er of Aaron’s Race 01007, 
receives  a  check from 
Belchertown Lions Club’s 
incoming president Josh 
Dufresne at the June 14th 
event held on the Town 
Common and Old Town 
Hall. 

Heather has been coor-
dinating this annual event 
for four years, which rais-
es funds for the education, 
awareness, and prevention 
of teen suicide in honor and 
fond memory of her son, 
Aaron.

Thanks to the ever-pres-
ent support of the towns-
people in attendance, the 
Belchertown Lions Club was 
honored to make this dona-
tion to such a significant 
cause through its food sales 
on Saturday.

Congratulations, Heather, 
for yet another very suc-
cessful year of your ongoing 
efforts in bringing awareness 
of this issue to our commu-
nity.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Heather Twining, organizer of Aaron’s Race 01007, receives a check from Belchertown Lions 
Club’s incoming president Josh Dufresne.

Aaron’s Race 01007 is proudly supportedAaron’s Race 01007 is proudly supported 
by Belchertown Lions Club

“I was protesting the war, I 
was never against the troops, 
I was against the war,” said 
Tick. “I wanted to give an 
alternative service, but not in 
a war, and not killing people. 
I felt a moral injury from not 
serving, because I wanted to 
give service to the country.” 

Tick got his Master’s 
degree in psychology, then 
moved to the Chatham area 
where he worked as a thera-
pist, and came into the prac-
tice of working closely with 
Vietnam veterans in 1976 
and 1977, just before the 
diagnosis of PTSD was dis-
covered in 1980. 

Even though there was lit-
tle research on how to help, 
Tick had found his way to 
help and serve: to serve and 
care the the soldiers who 
came home.

“They tried to serve the 
nation, and they deserved 
help,” said Tick.

Tick began working with 
the veterans who came home, 
using humanistic, spiritual, 
and psycho-spiritual practic-
es to inform how he worked 
with them, finding a way to 

be a medic for their minds. 
“The number of veterans 

I was able to serve thanked 
me for not going because I 
was able to be a help to them 
when they got home,” said 
Tick. “I wasn’t a medic in the 
war, but veterans are com-
ing to me after the war, and 
now I can be a medic for the 
invisible wounds.” 

Through his work with 
veterans, Tick also took trips 
to Vietnam to talk to veterans 
on both sides, some fight-
ing in the same battles, and 
organized a way for them to 
talk to one another and find 
healing through their conver-
sations. 

“I feel in solidarity with 
people around the world that 
don’t want war, so we have 
to join together in a glob-
al effort to heal from those 
horrors,” said Tick. “I feel 
honored that I am working 
in my little way to help peo-
ple expose and heal from war 
trauma, and that we can all 
be in this together.” 

At the age of 15, Tick 
made a vow that he would 
write, and he kept that vow, 
releasing the book “Warrior’s 
Return: Restoring the Soul 

After War”, which he pub-
lished ten years ago and in 
English, and six months ago 
it was published in Russian, 
and two weeks ago in 
Ukranian. 

“For this focus, I’ve been 
working with Ukraine since 
the beginning of the war, and 
they reached out to me and 
found my book,” said Tick. 

He began to work with 
combat stress and sometimes 
on the front lines, meeting 
with people over the phone 
to talk about reducing or 
avoiding combat trauma in 
the middle of it. 

“This is the first time any-
one’s said to help us while 
we are in the war, and how 
we can get help while we are 
here,” said Tick. 

Tick has found healing in 
working alongside Russia 
and Ukraine, as his paternal 
grandmother was a Russian 
Jew, and his grandfather a 
Polish Jew. The village they 
were from was a part of the 
Russian Empire, and is now 
a part of Ukraine. His family 
ties made the two countries 
welcome him. 

“Since I’ve been doing this 
work, I see her smiling at 

me and thanking me, saying 
thank you for reconciling and 
bringing together a broken 
people,” said Tick. 

Tam Tien, a Viet Cong 
veteran, shared this mes-
sage to American veterans: 
“From now on and forever 
more, American and Vietnam 
veterans need to be the lips 
and the tongues of the same 
mouth telling the world the 
same story.” 

“That’s my philosophy- 
that former enemies need to 
get together and share stories 
and realize everyone is suf-
fering together, to then heal 
together,” said Tick. “I’m 
really proud to say that I am 
working with both sides, 
and as a healer and a doctor, 
my obligation is to help heal 
everyone that comes into my 
practice.” 

Through Tick’s hard work 
and dedication to being a 
medic for the minds of vet-
erans, he is working towards 
the wars of today, moving to 
open up a new world of heal-
ing, and making a way for 
veterans to not just find secu-
rity, but true healing. 

AUTHOR from page 1

❚ COMMUNITY�
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

By avoiding these com-
mon mistakes you’ll 
be well on your way 

to a wonderful landscape this 
summer.

Sowing grass seed 
at the wrong time  

D i d  y o u  k n ow 
t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f 
August/ beginning of 
September is the best 
time to get a new lawn 
off to a good start? It 
is, first and foremost 
because crab grass 
(the arch enemy of 
real grass!) can’t gain 
a foot hold late in the grow-
ing season. Slightly cooler 
temperatures and adequate 
rainfall prevalent during that 
time of year help too.

Scalping the lawn  
Healthy turf isn’t mown 

as low, or as often as you 
might think. Mowing to a 
height of about three inch-
es will encourage a strong 
stand of deep-rooted grass 
that is capable of shading out 
developing weeds and sus-
taining itself during periods 
of drought.

Removing grass clippings  
Take the bagger attach-

ment off of your mower and 
let the clippings fall back 
onto the lawn! Grass clip-
pings are a valuable source 
of nitrogen, the nutrient 
responsible for giving grass 
its green color. It’s silly to 
remove it, only then to pro-
vide it in the form of granu-
lar fertilizer.

Watering during the 
heat of the day  

Most gardeners know that 
early in the day is the opti-
mal time for watering the 
lawn as well as other plants. 
Less water is lost to evapo-
ration, and fungal diseases 
are kept to a minimum since 
foliage has a chance to dry 
before darkness sets in.

Choosing the wrong plant 
for the location  

Almost everyone has fall-

en victim to the “I’ve got to 
have that plant syndrome.” 
This condition causes even 
smart gardeners to buy plants 
that don’t fit their particular 

situation. Heed the advice 
provided on the plant’s tag.  

If it requires shade, plant 
it in a shady location. If it 
demands a well-drained soil 
and yours is clayey, amend 
the soil first!  Etc. etc.

Applying mulch too thinly  
Topdressing our shrub 

beds with a layer of mulch 
each season can be an expen-
sive endeavor. Frugal gar-
deners may skimp in order to 
save money. Do so and you 
may be sorry, as weeds will 
no doubt pop through less 
than adequate coverage.  

Make sure that bark mulch 
is three to four inches thick; 
hay or straw used in veg-
gie gardens should be even 
thicker, to the tune of eight to 
12 inches. 

Mulching too close to 
the base of a tree  

Never mound up bark 
mulch against the base of 
a tree. It can result in bark 
decay. This condition can 
bring about a disruption of 
the translocation process of 
food from the leaves of the 
tree to its roots, weakening 
it severely. The tree will also 
become more vulnerable to 
attacks by insects and fungi.  

Not moistening peat moss 
before use 

Most experts recommend 
adding peat moss to the 
planting hole when installing 
trees, roses or other shrubs. 
Rich in organic matter, it will 

get your plants off to a great 
start, but only if incorporated 
correctly.  

Peat moss must be moist-
ened before use, other-
wise it will wick water 
away from the plant it 
is intending to help. 
Once thoroughly wet, 
peat moss will aid in 
moisture retention!

Forgetting to 
“butterfly” root balls 

at planting time  
Did you ever pur-

chase a tree or shrub, 
perennial or annual whose 
root ball was so thick with 
roots you could barely see 
the soil in which it was 
planted? Plants that match 
this description are “root 
bound.”  

If this situation isn’t rem-
edied at planting time the 
roots may never know they 
have room to sprawl; ulti-
mately,  growth may be 
affected! Let the roots run 
free by taking both hands 
and splitting open or “but-
terflying” the root ball. Root 
balls of larger specimens can 
be scored in several places 
with a knife.

Pruning summer blooming 
shrubs now  

Don’t prune your Rose of 
Sharon or Hydrangea now 
or you’ll take the flow-
ers with your clippings. On 
the flip side, you have until 
July 1 to prune your lilacs. 
Rhododendrons and Azaleas 
can be deadheaded now 
for even more flowers next 
spring.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

What not do this last week of spring

Dear Rusty: 
I am writing to you on 

behalf of my husband. His 
intentions are to go part 
time as of Jan. 1, 2026, 
working 30 hours a week 
and take Social Security 
benefits as supplemen-
tal income. How can we 
determine what his Social 
Security benefit would be 
with him still working part 
time? He will be 63 and 7 
months old next January 
and has not yet applied for 
benefits. We look forward 
to hearing from someone 
very soon. 

Signed: Anxious for 
Information 

 
Dear Anxious: 
If  he claims Social 

Security at age 63 and 7 
months, your husband’s 
benefit will be about 78% 
of what it would be if he 
waited until age 67 to 
claim. 

And, since your husband 
will not yet have reached 
his SS Full Retirement 
Age, he will be subject to 
Social Security’s Annual 
Earning Test, which lim-
its how much he can earn 
while working and collect-
ing early Social Security 
retirement benefits. The 
amount he can earn with-
out  paying a penalty 
changes yearly but, for ref-
erence, the earnings limit 
for 2025 is $23,400 per 
year. 

If his work earnings 
exceed the annual limit, 
Social Security will take 
away some of his bene-
fits. Using the 2025 limit 
as an example, if your 
husband’s annual 2025 
earnings were $40,000, 
then he would owe about 
$8,300 (half of the amount 
he exceeded the limit by). 
Social Security would 
withhold his monthly ben-
efits for enough months 
to recover what he owes 
for exceeding the earnings 
limit. How many months 
they withhold would be 
determined by his monthly 
SS benefit amount.  

F Y I ,  t h e  e a r n i n g s 
test lasts until your hus-
band reaches his Full 
Retirement Age (his FRA 
is age 67), but in the year 
he attains his FRA the 
penalty for exceeding the 
limit is less, $1 for every 
$3 over the limit and the 
limit is much higher. The 
annual earnings test no 
longer applies once your 
husband reaches his FRA.  

When your husband 
applies for his SS retire-
ment  benefi t ,  Socia l 
Security will ask about 
his work plans and how 
much he expects to earn 
each year. Based upon that 
information, if he expects 
to exceed the annual limit 
they will pay his benefits 
for some months of the 
year depending on his pro-
jected earnings and with-

hold his benefits for the 
remaining months. They 
will also monitor his annu-
al earnings as reported 
to the IRS and make any 
appropriate benefit adjust-
ment afterwards.  

If SS benefits are with-
held because your husband 
exceeded the annual earn-
ings limit, when he reach-
es his full retirement age 
(67), Social Security will 
give him time-credit for all 
month’s that benefits were 
withheld. Essentially, they 
will advance his actual 
claim date by the number 
of months benefits were 
withheld, which will make 
his monthly benefit high-
er at his FRA. The higher 
amount he receives after 
reaching his FRA will 
help him recover some 
of the money withheld as 
a result of exceeding the 
earnings limit before his 
FRA. 

Please note that it is 
always best to inform 
Social Security up front 
if your husband plans to 
work and earn even part 
time prior to reaching his 
FRA. The IRS will pro-
vide the SSA with your 
husband’s earnings infor-
mation and SSA will (if 
his projected earnings 
weren’t disclosed when 
he appl ied)  issue an 
Overpayment Notice if he 
earns more than allowed. 
He will then be required to 
repay SS everything owed 
or have his benefits with-
held until Social Security 
recovers what he owes.  

One final point: by 
claiming his benefits in 
January 2026, your hus-
band’s monthly amount 
will be reduced by about 
22%  from the amount he 
would get at his FRA of 
67. Claiming early before 
FRA always results in a 
benefit reduction, whereas 
waiting longer than FRA 
to claim always results in 
a higher monthly amount 
(maximum benefi t  i s 
reached at age 70). 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Can my husband work part time, 
and collect Social Security?

Western bluebird

I received an email in May 
from a woman, who had 
a couple of Western blue-

birds nest in her backyard 
birdhouse. 

Western bluebirds are 

small thrush-
es, who usu-
a l l y  p e r c h 
upright. They 
are 6 to  7 
inches long, 
larger  than 
a  s p a r r o w 
and smaller 
than a robin. 

These bluebirds have thin, 
straight bills and short tails. 
The male Western bluebird 
is shiny blue above with rust 
orange on the breast and 
back. The throat is blue in 
males and the lower belly is 
whitish. Females are gray-
buff with pale orange on the 
breast. Their throat is gray-
buff. They have a blue tint on 
the wings and tail. 

They inhabit open wood-
lands, both coniferous and 
deciduous and burned areas. 
They commonly use bird 

baths. The female lays two 
to eight pale to bluish white 
eggs per clutch. They pounce 
on the ground when looking 
for worms and berries. They 
also catch insects. Their pri-
mary diet is insects and ber-
ries and will come to feeders 
for mealworms.

Compared to the Eastern 
bluebird, the male Western 
bluebird has a blue rather 
than the bright white belly 
like the Eastern bluebird. 
The orange also extends to 
the shoulders. Western blue-
birds are not typically found 
in Massachusetts. 

Eastern bluebirds
A Barre resident puts out 

mealworms for the Eastern 
bluebirds, He has a pair 

in my

By Ellenor DownerNEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news
or community features for 
The Sentinel, please email 
sentinel@turley.com

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 13
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60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

Easy Propane Tank 
Swap Out! 
$99

Call For Details!
CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM

  

time, but he never wanted to 
finish it and preferred to go 
camping and on trips with 
his friends, and of course, 
the pinewood derbies where 
he made his banana car.

“So many people were 
impacted by him,  and 
remember a lot of good 
things about him, sharing 
memories they had with him 
every time they see me,” said 
Twining.

Aaron took his life sud-
denly on Columbus Day at 
fifteen years old, and his loss 
shattered the hearts of all 
around him. 

“When we say there 
were no signs, there were 
no signs! It was a shock to 
everyone who knew and 
loved him,” said Twining. 
“Aaron’s passing wasn’t 
good, but good has come 
from the children I have 
been able to help has been 
good.”

Through her work and 
time running Aaron’s Race 
and other work with men-
tal health, Heather has been 
able to reach people in many 
ways, providing support and 
help to people struggling, 
and even helping to stop 
attempts.

“There have been a lot of 
people that I have helped 
because  of  th is ,”  sa id 
Twining. “Since Aaron, I 
have been able to help a lot 
of different people.” 

Aaron’s Race isn’t just 
a place where you can get 
the fastest time for your car, 
eat some cotton candy, or 
bounce in the bounce house; 
it’s a time to have some hon-
est conversation, and let peo-

ple know they are not alone. 
“I love the race because it 

brings back memories about 
when we made Aaron’s 
derby car, and it was one 
of the things he really liked 
doing,” said Twining. “I also 
really love seeing the fam-
ily and friends who come 
out for this event, as well as 
seeing the people who come 
together for a good cause.”

Because the closest teen 
suicide chapter is in New 
Jersey, Twining works hard 
to make sure the local sui-
cide prevention agencies are 
well-equipped to help, and 
also spread awareness of the 
importance of these resourc-
es being everywhere. 

Fifty-six people participat-
ed in the derby, and helped 
to raise money for Twining 
to donate towards scholar-
ships with the Lions Club 
for Pathfinder students in 
honor of Aaron, as well as 
support the local suicide 
agencies, as well as the teen 
agency in New Jersey. 

“The amount of help that 
I received from friends and 
family, the people showing 
up in the rain, and all the 
kids participating and being 
patient- just to have peo-
ple come. People have been 
coming year after year, and 
it really fills my heart,” said 
Twining. 

The true meaning of 
Aaron’s Race is to be a 
reminder that you matter, 
and that you are important to 
so many people, and that it is 
worth staying.

“Stay because you matter- 
don’t make those quick deci-
sions. This is a small snippet 
in your life, and stay because 
you matter,” said Twining.

RACE from page 1

The participants who showed up at Aaron’s Race 
in the Old Town Hall building, buying raffle tickets 
and joining in on the community fun.

Heather Twining, organizer of Aaron’s Race started off the first 
race by thanking everyone for being there and telling them to 
enjoy the day.

Face Painter Amy Frye and Balloon Animalist Julia Maloof, 
both from DazzleDay Face Painters.

A variety of games for kids in the Belchertown Common, as well as the Belchertown Fire De-
partment participating in a Touch-a-Truck event for the kids, as well as a bouncy house.

The Belchertown Lions Club donates $1,000 annually to the Aaron’s Race fund for future 
events and suicide prevention.

The first round of cars that kids decorated and painted for their participation in the race. A variety of raffle prizes brought to you by the Belchertown Lions Club.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY ABIGAIL MCCOY
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USDA INSP. STOREMADE

ITALIAN SAUSAGE PATTIES .........

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
STORE MADE

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/19/25-6/25/256/19/25-6/25/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN HEAT & SERVE

SNOWFLAKE DINNER ROLLS DOZ  

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BEST YET

COOKED SHRIMP 51/60 CT1 LB. BAG 

ea

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN ROYAL ASIA

NASHVILLE HOT 
BREADED SHRIMP 1 LB ..................

$499

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ....................

$266
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 90%  
GROUND BEEF

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ............................

$288
lb

lb
$399

$444

lb

lb
$209

$699
lb

BEEF SHAVED
STEAK

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1099

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS ...

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
LOIN END PORK LOIN CHOPS ...

$199
lb

lb

$277

99¢
79¢

lb

USDA INSP. KRETSCHMAR
LOW SODIUM HAM ..............
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

cameronpainting.com
don@cameronpainting.com

265-0263

CAMERON
PAINTING
Painting, Staining & Restoration
Superior preparationSuperior preparation for a long lasting jobfor a long lasting job

Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured
Owner Supervised

CAMERONCAMERON
PAINTINGPAINTING

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Head Coach Patrick Prizio, Jake Bodzinski, Jaymes Besaw, Brody O’Connell, Mac Floyd, 
Nick Roda, Aarush Patel, Liam O’Connell, Jacek Lavoie, Jacob Johnson, Coaches Ryan 
Lavoie and Don Besaw. Kneeling (L-R) Travis Desorcy, Quinn Prizio, Paul Keyes.
Re/Max retained their championship status in the 12U baseball playoffs held at 
Hulmes-Warner Mini Fenway Park in Belchertown. 

 Belchertown Majors 12U 
Baseball Champions 

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Clapp Memorial Library will 
be hopping this summer with 
lots of fun and educational 
programs for everyone. See 
you at the library!  

For All Ages: 
“ L eve l  U p  a t  Yo u r 

Library” Summer Reading 
Programs Start Saturday, 
July 21- register now! 

Clapp Memorial Library 
has an amazing calendar of 
events throughout the sum-
mer for Adults, Teens and 
Kids. This year’s theme is 
“Level Up at Your Library” 
and  there’s  a  Summer 
Reading Program group for 
every age! Summer Reading 
Programs include reading 
challenges, raffles and prizes, 
special events, parties, and 
more! Register now online at 
clapplibrary.beanstack.com 
or via the Beanstack app. 

For more information, visit 
our website: clapplibrary.org. 
To register offline, stop by 
the Circulation Desk or call 
413-323-0417. 

Pride Movie Matinee 
Series Mondays in June, 
from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

We’re showing a series 
of films for Pride Month, 
Monday afternoons in the 
Activity Room! Snacks will 
be provided, no registration 
required. 

Monday, June 23: Kiki 
(2017, unrated): 25 years 
after Paris Is Burning intro-

duced the art of voguing to 
the world, Kiki revisits New 
York City’s thriving under-
ground ballroom scene high-
lighting the serious challeng-
es facing queer black and 
Latino youth. Public perfor-
mance rights are provided 
through Kanopy. 

Monday, June 30: (a not 
so classic road trip movie) 
(1995 PG-13): Three New 
York drag queens trav-
el cross-country on their 
way to Hollywood, but a 
broken-down car strands 
them in a narrow-mind-
ed Midwestern town where 
they share makeup tips with 
the ladies and show the men 
how to treat women right. 
Starring Wesley Snipes, 
Patrick Swayze, and John 
Leguizamo. Public perfor-
mance rights are provided 
through SWANK. 

Ask a Nurse Friday, June 
20, from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Kirsten Krieger RN, BSN, 
public Health Nurse for the 
Quabbin Health District, will 
be at the library for this free 
health and wellness clin-
ic. Learn about health con-
ditions, receive blood pres-
sure and blood sugar checks, 
find out about community 
resources including harm 
reduction, health and well-
ness education, and more! 
No appointment needed. 

West African Drumming 
With Jafar Manselle and 

the Wendel l  Warriors 
Monday, June 30, from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

All ages are welcome to 
attend. Spots for teen and 
adult instruction are still 
available! Come out to play 
with the Wendell Warriors 
drumming ensemble and 
their leader Jafar Manselle! 
Discuss the history of drum-
ming for village celebrations 
and learn hand placements 
for making different sounds. 
Then play together and cel-
ebrate the day! Drums will 
be provided but feel free to 
bring your own. Everyone is 
welcome at this event! Adult 
and teen audience mem-
bers who would also like to 
participate in one-on-one 
instruction may register for 
one of 20 spots: call 413-
323-0417 or visit www.clap-
plibrary.org/events This pro-
gram is funded in part by a 
grant from the Belchertown 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Vi e w F i n d e r  N a t u re 
P h o t o g r a p hy  C o n t e s t 
Exhibit Reception and 
Awards Ceremony Tuesday, 
July 1, from 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m. 

The Clapp  Memoria l 
Library and the Belchertown 
C r e a t i v e  E c o n o m y 
Committee invite you to 

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

Get ready for summer reading at the library 

The rain can’t stop 
the fundraising for 
those in need

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
The  rescheduled  da te 
for the Quaboag Valley 
Relay for Life (American 
Cancer Society) Craft Fair 
and Gift Basket Raffle 
has been rescheduled to 
Saturday, June 28, on the 
Belchertown Common from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The craft 
fair will have 100 crafters 
and vendors present.  There 

will also be a Food Truck, 
Face Painting, and Balloon 
sculpting.   Come and see 
the many great local craft-
ers. Still a few spots avail-
able if you are interested, 
please email Vicki at sv_
jewelry@charter.net

Our Relay Gift Basket 
Raffle was also cancelled 
because of rain and thun-
derstorms and will be held 
during the Craft Fair at 
the old Town Hall on Park 
Street (right across the 
street from the common) 
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
There are well over 100 

great baskets and gift cards. 
They will start the drawing 
at 2:30 and will be calling 
the lucky winners so they 
can pick up their baskets. 
If you have any items you 
wish to donate for our bas-
ket raffle, please email 
ctellie@juno.com to make 
arrangements for pick-up. 
These are the   Relay’s two 
biggest fundraisers, and we 
are counting on our local 
people to come and support 
these events. We will have 
great weather and hope for 
lots of support.

Relay for Life craft fair, raffle is still on

The Belchertown Lions 
Club will be holding it 
June Meatball Sub Sale on 

Saturday, June 21st at 
the Belchertown United 
Church of Christ on Park 
St. Our food wagon will 

be set up right along the 
sidewalk--al lowing 
customers to drive 
up, place an order, 
and have a freshly pre-
pared meatball grinder/

mozzarella cheese and 
sauce, a bag of chips, and 
a beverage in their hands 

within a couple of min-
utes for only $10. Serving 
begins at 11:00 A.M. and 
continues until sell-out 
(which is usually about 
2-1/2 hours.)

Beat the heat... and let 
us do the lunchtime cook-
ing for you!

All proceeds from these 
grinder sales, as always, 
will go to local charities.

Lions Club Meatball Subs return

Please see LIBRARY, 
page 11
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BELCHERTOWN – The Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer League 
is back in action in 2025 and the Agawam High School girls 
A summer squad scored a 1-0 shutout over Belchertown last 
Thursday evening at Jabish Brook Middle School. The Brownies 
and Orioles were back in action this week.

Orioles take loss in openerOrioles take loss in openerKylee Burnham 
clears the ball 

away.

Lainey Holt tries to outrun her opponent. Kierstyn Shaink sends a clearing pass ahead of an 
opponent.TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Gianna Boisjolie looks to deke around an opponent. Aubrey McCain goes for the loose ball. Ellie Maazaferro looks for an open teammate.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—While the 
Western Mass. Pioneers 
haven’t lost a home match 
this season, their faithful 
supporters have celebrated 
just one victory at historic 
Lusitano Stadium.

The only meeting of the 
regular season between 
Black Rock FC and the 
Pioneers ended in a 1-1 
draw before a large crowd, 
last Friday night. 

“We do have a lot of 
quality players, and we 
always try to strive for 
excellence,” said Pioneers 
defender Aidan Kelly, 
who’s also the team’s first 
year captain. “It’s always 
disappointing whenever 
we drop points, especial-
ly at home. Hopefully, we 
can get a result in our next 
match at Vermont. We 
just need to keep working 
hard.”

The soccer teams in the 
USL League Two earn 
three points for a victory 
and one point for a tie.

The Pioneers (5-0-2) 
had a total of 17 points 
after their first seven 
matches. They’re battling 
Vermont Green FC (5-0-1, 
16 points) for first place 
in the Northeast Division 
standings.

The first meeting of 
the 2025 regular season 
between the two rivals 
was scheduled to take 
place at Virtue Field in 
Burlington, Vermont on 
Tuesday night. 

Pioneers 
battle to 
draw with 
Black Rock

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE— During the 
past several years, all the 
District 3 Legion baseball 
teams qualified for the play-
offs. That won’t be the case 
this summer. Only the top six 
teams in the standings will 
qualify for the Legion play-
offs,

Two days after having 
their season opener at North 
Adams Post 125 postponed 
due to rain, Monson Post 
241 defeated Aldenville 
Post 337, 4-2, at Szot Park 
in Chicopee, last Wednesday 
night.

“There isn’t going to be a 
Western Mass. playoff this 
year,” said Monson man-
ager Steve Tripp. “The top 
six teams will qualify for 
the State tournament. Every 
game that you play during 
the regular season is very 
important.”

The first-place team in 
the District 3 standings will 
be hosting one of the pods 
in the preliminary round of 
the double elimination state 
tournament. There are going 
to be a total of seven pods 
with four teams each. The 
winner of each pod, along 
with Quincy Morrisette Post 
294, will advance to the Final 
Eight Team Department 
Championship Tournament, 
which will be held at Adams 
Field in Quincy from July 

26-30. 
The Northeast Region One 

Tournament will be held 
at Holy Cross College in 
Worcester.

Brayden Mega, who grad-
uated from Pathfinder Tech, 
was the winning pitcher for 
Monson against Aldenville. 
The righthander went the dis-
tance allowing two runs on 
just three base hits. He issued 
two walks and recorded six 
strikeouts.

“We received an outstand-
ing pitching performance 
from Brayden Mega,” Tripp 
said. “This is the third year 
that he’s been playing for us, 
and he has improved each 
year. We do have several 

other very good pitchers on 
this year’s team.”

Monson’s other pitch-
ers are Austin Meacham 
(Monson High School), 
Nate Kaczuwka (Ware High 
School), and Liam McGrath 
(Quaboag Regional), who’s 
a first-year member of the 
Legion team.

Mega,  who won five 
games for the Pioneers this 
past spring, will be playing 
college baseball at Monroe 
University, which is in New 
York City. Their baseball 
team competes at the NJCAA 
Division I level.

Mega can also play for the 
Legion team again next sum-
mer. 

“I just wanted us to win 
our season opener,” Mega 
said. “I was feeling very 
good out on the mound, espe-
cially after my teammates 
gave me an early 4-0 lead.”

Aldenvile (2-1) began 
the Legion season with a 
9-1 road win against the 
Wilbraham Falcons.

A year ago, Aldenville lost 
to Belchertown in the District 
3 championship game.

R i g h t h a n d e r  J u s t i n 
Moskal, who was the ace 
of the South Hadley High 
School pitching staff this 
past spring, didn’t receive 
very much support from his 
defense against Monson.

The  major i ty  o f  the 
Aldenville players are from 
South Hadley.

Monson second baseman 
Miguel Velasquez led off the 
second inning with an infield 
hit. Then Kaczuwka, who 
started at third base, bounced 
into a 6-4 fielder’s choice 
play and catcher Shane 
Szado drew a walk. 

After stealing third base, 
Kaczuwka scored the game’s 
first run following a throwing 
error by the catcher.

“Nate is a fantastic base 
runner,” Tripp said. “He has 
very good baseball instincts. 
You can always count on him 
to do the right thing.”

With one-out in the fourth, 

Monson Legion picks up win over Aldenville

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Sole pos-
session of first place in the 
U.W.S. East Conference 
standings was at stake enter-
ing the first ever meeting 
on the soccer pitch between 
Racing Power FC USA and 
the New England Mutiny.

After a scoreless open-
ing half, the Mutiny scored 
three second half goals en 
route to a 3-0 shutout victo-
ry at Lusitano Stadium, last 

Saturday night.
“We played very well 

for the entire game,” said 
Mutiny head coach Federico 
Molinari. “We finally scored 
a few goals in the second 
half.”

The Mutiny had a perfect 
5-0-0 record following their 
third shutout win of the sea-
son. They only allowed two 
goals in their first five regu-
lar season matches.

The Mutiny are hoping to 
finish in first place for the 
fourth time since 2019. They 

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Matthew Santos from Palmer High School picks up a grounder.

Mutiny gets shutout 
of Racing Power FC

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Avery Klingensmith, of Belchertown, navigates through traffic.

Please see LEGION, 
page 10

Please see PIONEERS, 
page 10
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS® Get 
the Good 

Stuff

$499
/each

STARTING AT CRC® BrakleenSAVE 
UP TO

38%

Kaczuwka reached first 
base following a fielding 
error. Szado and right field-
er Jarett Skowyra followed 
with walks, which loaded 
the bases. Then McGrath 
hit a foul pop-up which was 
caught by first baseman Matt 
Drobiak.  He threw the ball 
to catcher Memphis Huertas, 
but the runner at first base 
broke towards second on the 
play. Kaczuwka crossed the 
plate following a run down. 
An infield hit by center field-
er Jason Mumper scored 
Monson’s third run. Another 
run scored on a throwing 
error, which gave the visiting 
team a 4-0 lead.

Aldenville cut the deficit 
in half with a two-out rally in 
the bottom of the fifth inning.

S h o r t s t o p  B r a n d o n 
Carillon was hit-by-a-pitch, 
and third baseman Alex 

Savlick walked. One run 
scored on a double by cen-
terfielder Noah Carillon. 
Drobiak also drove home a 
run with a single into center 
field.

Mega would then retire the 
final seven Aldenville bat-
ters of the game, which gave 
Monson its first win of the 
Legion season.

“We just made several 
costly mistakes in tonight’s 
game,” said Aldenville man-
ager Mason Scott. “We did 
battle back after follow-
ing behind 4-0. We’re now 
looking forward to playing 
Westfield.” 

Aldenville squeaked out an 
8-7 win at Westfield Post 124 
last Friday night

O n  t h e  s a m e  n i g h t , 
Monson suffered an 11-3 loss 
to East Springfield Post 420 
in their first home game at 
Legion Field in Palmer.  

LEGION from page 9

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Nathan Kacuwka, of Ware, slides into third base.

The Western Mass. squad 
will be hosting Vermont in 
their final match of the regu-
lar season on July 11.

The Pioneers also played 
a 1-1 tie in the home opener 
on May 23 against Seacoast 
United Phantoms, who are 
the defending USL League 
Two champions. Their only 

home win came against New 
England FC, 4-1, on June 6.

“We dominated tonight’s 
game,  but  we couldn’t 
p u t  awa y  o u r  c h a n c -
es,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. 
“Sometimes you can score 
a goal on four or five shots. 
Sometimes you take many 
shots and don’t score any 
goals. It’s just part of the 
game.”

Black Rock hasn’t cele-
brated a victory at Lusitano 
Stadium since the 2018 reg-
ular season. The two squads 
did play a scoreless draw at 
the old stadium in 2023. 

Kelly, who joined the 
Pioneers a year ago, is from 
Belfast, Northern Ireland. 
He’ll be a senior on the 
UMass men’s soccer team 
in the fall. The Minutemen 
men’s soccer coach is Fran 
O’Leary, who’s a native of 
Dublin, Ireland. 

“My college coach is from 
Ireland,” Kelly said. “He’s 
the main reason why I decid-
ed to play soccer at UMass. 
It has been a great three 
years there and I have one 
more left. I’m really looking 
forward to it.”

Kelly replaced Nicholas 
Oberrauch as the Pioneers 
captain.

“I learned a lot from 
Nicholas last year,” Kelly 
added. “I was honored when 
Federico told me that I was 
going to be the captain of 
this year’s team. I’m very 
glad to be leading this group 
of players.”

Kelly is also a starting 
defender, along with Jared 
Smith, Jaiden Willems, and 
Juan Hermoso.  

Kelly and Smith combined 
to score what turned out to 
be the only Pioneers goal 
against Black Rock follow-
ing a corner kick two min-
utes into the opening half.

Israel Neto booted the ball 
into the box from the left 
corner. Kelly tapped the ball 
over to Smith, who fired a 
wide open shot into the back 
of the net for his first career 
goal with the Pioneers.

“We’ve been working on 
set pieces at practice,” Kelly 
said. “I got my foot on the 
ball and luckily Jared was 
there to take a shot. I’m 
very glad that he scored his 
first career goal in tonight’s 
match.”

Black Rock scored the 
equalizer on a header by 
Koki Hamada in the 10th 
minute.

Western Mass. goalie Cam 
Hall didn’t have to make 

very many saves during 
the final 80 minutes of the 
match. 

At the other end of the 
field, the Pioneers had seven 
more corner kicks during 
the final 35 minutes of the 
opening half, but they were 
unable to score.

With 15 minutes remaining 
in the half, Mamadi Jiana, 
who’s a former member of 
the Chicopee High School 
boys’ varsity soccer team, 
stole the ball away from a 
Black Rock player. He then 
took a shot from inside the 
box, which sailed high over 
the crossbar.

The score was deadlocked 
1-1 at halftime.

The Pioneers had several 
more scoring chances in the 
second half, but they could 
put the ball into the net past 
goalie Benjamin Diffley. 

With less than two min-
utes remaining in the contest, 
Kelly made a sliding tack-
le breaking up a breakaway 
opportunity for Black Rock.

The visiting team didn’t 
have any other shots on goal, 
and the score was still tied 
when referee Fabio Cardoso 
blew his whistle for the final 
time.

PIONEERSN from page 9 lost to the Santa Clarita Blue 
Heat in the United Women’s 
Soccer Championship match 
a year ago in a shootout. It 
was their only loss of 2024.

Racing Power FC (4-1-
0) outscored their first four 
opponents, 19-0. They only 
had four subs for the road 
match, including the back-up 
goalie.  

Cat Perez, who was born 
in Bogotá, Colombia, was 
the Mutiny’s starting goalie 
for the first time this season. 
She was also a member of 
her country’s soccer team 
which competed in the 2024 
Summer Olympics games in 
Paris, France. She has also 
played for Team Boca Blast 
of the WPSL.

Chloe Laizer, who recent-
ly graduated from West 
Springfield High School, 
replaced Perez 15 minutes 
into the second half.    

The duo didn’t have to 
make very many saves 
against Racing Power, who’s 
an affiliate of the Portugal’s 
Pro women’s team.

The  Mut iny  s t a r t ing 
defenders  were Rachel 
Marchini, Aida Name, Anna 
Carson, and Laci Lewis, 
who’s the team captain.

Name,  who gradua t -
ed from Belchertown High 
School, will be a junior on 
the University of Rhode 
Island women’s soccer team 
this fall.

Another defender list-
ed on the Mutiny roster is 
Kylie Ray. She played soccer 
at Minnechaug Regional for 
legendary head coach Nundi 
Goncalves. Ray is current-
ly a member of the women’s 
soccer team at Seton Hall 
University.

Tennessee Murphy, who 
lives in Monson, scored her 
first goal in a Mutiny home 
match during the 63rd min-
ute.

The scoring play began 
when Lewis launched a 
crossing pass into the box 
from the right touchline. 
After the ball took a high 
bounce, Murphy headed it 
into the back of the net past 
goalie Riley Melendez.

“We knew that tonight’s 
opponent was a very good 
team,” said Murphy, who 
scored her first two goals of 
the season on the road. “It 

was a perfect cross from 
Laci. When I saw the ball 
go over the defender, I was 
a little bit nervous because 
I didn’t want to miss a scor-
ing chance. After I headed 
the ball into the net, it was a 
very good feeling.” 

Three minutes later, the 
Mutiny were given a penalty 
kick following a foul in the 
box.

Chioma Okafor, who’s a 
member of the UConn wom-
en’s soccer team, blasted a 
shot into the lower left cor-
ner of the net giving the 
home team a 2-0 advantage. 

Murphy, who’s a first-
year member of the Mutiny, 
assisted on the third goal in 
the 79th minute.

After dribbling around a 
couple of defenders, Murphy 
made a short pass to Avery 
Klingensmith, who finished 
off the play by putting a shot 
into the right corner. 

“I used to play against 
Avery when we played in 
the Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League,” Murphy 
said. “It’s been a lot of fun 
being teammates with her 
on this soccer team. She’s an 
outstanding player.”

Klingensmith, who’s from 
Belchertown, will be a senior 
on the American University 
women’s  soccer  t eam. 
During her outstanding high 
school career, Klingensmith 
was selected to the All-
American team by the 
United Soccer Coaches.

Murphy, who transferred 
to  the  Loomis-Chaffee 
School four years ago, 
received the same honor last 
fall.

“My older sister, Brooke, 
was also an All-American 
and it was a very special 
honor for me. I really didn’t 
expect it, but it was a lot of 
fun celebrating the accom-
plishment with my family,” 
said Murphy, who’s entering 
her senior year at Loomis. 
“I’ve also committed to 
play soccer at Bucknell 
University. It’s a small 
school and I really like the 
soccer team. I think it’s a 
very good fit for me.”  

The Mutiny are scheduled 
to play a road match against 
the Maine Footy on Saturday 
night before facing the NJ 
Alliance in the regular sea-
son home finale at 5pm on 
June 29.      

MUTINY from page 9

Bella Meadows 
traps the ball on 

defense.

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Pathfinder’s Brayden Mega 
delivers a pitch home.

RIVERHEAD, N.Y. – 
Justin Bonsignore had a per-
fect day Sunday at Riverhead 
Raceway.

Driving the No. 51 Phoenix 
Communications machine for 
Kenneth Massa Motorsports, 
Bonsignore was fastest in 
both  NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour practice ses-
sions on Father’s Day, then 
followed it up by capturing 
his first pole award of the 
season in qualifying.

Bonsignore rocketed to 
the lead early, then settled 

for second for much of the 
middle stages of the race. It 
was on pit road where the 
Kenneth Massa Motorsports 
team again shined - getting 
Bonsignore back out front 
into the final stages. 

H e  wo u l d  h a n g  o n , 
ho ld ing  o ff  Ron  S i lk , 
Patrick Emerling and Matt 
Hirschman over a flurry of 
restarts in the second half of 
the race to take the victory. 

The win was Bonsignore’s 
46th career on the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour, 

all with Kenneth Massa 
Motorsports. It was also his 
12th career at Riverhead - 
breaking a tie with Mike 
Ewanitsko for the most all-
time in Whelen Modified 
Tour competition at the New 
York quarter-mile. 

“I’ve been wanting to 
break the record for a long 
t ime,” Bonsignore said. 
“Mike was a childhood hero 
of mine. The pit crew did 
another awesome job, with 
two excellent pit stops. To 
have my family here, it’s the 

first race that all of them have 
been to this year. For it to be 
on Father’s Day at home and 
everything we did, it’s just 
really cool.”

Justin Bonsignore will 
return to the track at Pocono 
Raceway on Saturday, June 
21, driving the No. 19 Toyota 
GR Supra in the NASCAR 
Xfinity Series for Joe Gibbs 
Racing. The team will carry 
sponsorship from TW Cable 
LLC for the event, which will 
air live on The CW at 3:30 
p.m. on Saturday afternoon.

Bonsignore breaks record for wins at Riverhead



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  J U N E  19,  2025 PAGE 11

ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

TREE WORK OVERHEAD DOORS

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR YOUR 
LOCAL LOCAL 

TRUSTED TRUSTED 
RELIABLERELIABLE

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE Call Today for  Professional Installation 

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Enclosed

Utility
Dump

Equipment

TRAILER SALES

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

GLASS

the  ViewFinder  Nature 
Photography contest exhib-
it reception and awards cer-
emony to acknowledge the 
creative achievements of 
our local photographers 
in  captur ing the  beau-
ty and natural diversity of 
Belchertown. The winning 
photographs will be exhib-
ited at the Library through-
out the month of July, and 
viewable on the Library web-
site. The ViewFinder pro-
gram is funded in part by a 
grant from the Belchertown 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency. Additional 
funding is  provided by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library. 

For Adults: 
Learn Computer Basics 

Friday, June 20, from 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m. 

We’re partnering with Tech 
Foundry’s Tech Hub to offer 
computer basics classes and 
drop in tech-support. 

June 20: Social Media 
Basics 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 

This beginner workshop 
covers using Facebook, 
Instagram, and Messenger 
to connect, share posts, and 
manage privacy—no expe-
rience needed. Registration 
for this class is required. Visit 
the Circulation Desk or call 
the library at 413-323-0417.

Drop-In Tech Support 
will follow in the Main 
Library, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.: 

Open for anyone with com-
puter related questions. No 
registration is required for 
Drop-In Tech Support. 

“Make a Drawstring 
Bag with Castle Nitor” on 
Wednesday, June 25th from 
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Spots are still available! 
Come get hands-on with 
history and create your own 
piece of history as you learn 
the basics of hand sewing. 
This class is run by Allison, 
the Lady of Castle Nitor, a 
history lover who collects 
craft skills and loves teach-
ing and creating a fun, relax-
ing environment for all. All 
materials will be provided. 
The class is limited to 12 
participants, ages 16 and 
up. Registration and con-
firmation required, sign up 
in person at the circulation 
desk or call 413-323-0417. 
Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Clapp Memorial Library. 

For Teens: 
Te e n  B o o k  C l u b 

Wednesday, June 25, from 
3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Clapp  Memoria l 
Library has started a book 
club for teens entering grades 
7-12! This Teen Book Club is 
in conjunction with the MA 
Teen Choice Book Awards 
(MTCBA), the only book 
award in the state selected 
by teens. Each month teens 
will read and meet to discuss 
one book from the nominee 
list. On Wednesday, June 
25th, teens will discuss I Will 
Never Leave You by Kara A. 
Kennedy. Copies of the book 

are available for checkout at 
the library’s circulation desk 
and on the Libby app. Snacks 
will be provided at the meet-
ing. Email clapplibrarytab@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions. 

Teen Movie Night Friday, 
June 27, from 6:00 pm - 
8:00 pm 

Celebrate the kickoff of 
the Teen Summer Reading 
Program with a Teen Pizza & 
Movie Night! Pizza, popcorn, 
and drinks will be provided 
for free as the library hosts 
a showing of the 2017 hit 
movie based on the Jumanji 
board game - starring Jack 
Black and The Rock! Pizza 
will come from Antonio’s, 
which placed highly in both 
categories at last year’s Teen 
Pizza-Tasting Contest! Teens 
ages 12-18 are asked to call 
the library or email clappli-
brarytab@gmail.com to reg-
ister. All attendees will earn 
a raffle ticket for the Teen 
Summer Reading Program. 
This program is funded by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library. 

For Kids: 
T h e i r  B u t t  D o e s 

What?!?! Friday, June 27, 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. in 
the Town Hall Auditorium 

Not every animal has a 
butt, but for those that do, 
there is an almost infinite 
variety of ways in which 
their butts can surprise us! 
In this program you’ll learn 
about ... an inflating butt, a 
deflating butt, a butt with 
its own chemical lab, butts 

that can grow eyes and a 
brain, butts that talk, and so 
many more! No registration 
required. Children must be 
registered for the CML’s 
Summer Reading Program. 
Sign up now at clappli-
brary.beanstack.com or via 
the Beanstack app. To sign 
up offline, visit the circula-
tion desk or call 413-323-
0417. This program is fund-
ed by the Friends of Clapp 
Memorial Library. 

D u c k s  a n d  Tr u c k s 
Sunday at the Farmers 
Market, June 29, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

The Farmers Market on 
the Town Common will have 
cute ducks and fire trucks! 
Come meet live ducks and 
learn about their diet, hab-
itat, behavior and more. 
Duckworld Rescue at Ripley 
Farm will bring ducks and 
give children a chance to 
hold them and watch them 
swim. And the Belchertown 
Fire Department will be vis-
iting with a truck for kids to 
explore hands-on! Made pos-
sible by the Friends of the 
Clapp Memorial Library and 
Community Sponsors. 

The Clapp Memorial 
Library is open: 

• Monday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
• Tuesday 9:30 a.m.-7p.m. 
• Wednesday 9:30 a.m.-7 

p.m. 
• Thursday 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
• Friday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
• Saturday 9:30 a.m. -2 p.m.

LIBRARY from page 8

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Fair committee 
invites you to “Shake, Cattle 
and Roll!” into this year’s 
Exhibit Hall, September 
19 to 21, 2025. Booklets 
with all the Department 
and Lot descriptions are 
available in hard copy at 
various locations around 
town including the Clapp 
Memorial Library, Finnerty 
Hall, Clerk’s Office, Senior 
Center, and Ace Hardware. 

Or access all the informa-
tion online at btownfair.
com/exhibit-hall. There are 
only 90 days until the Fair 
opens, so get your creative 
juices flowing, get your gar-
dens growing, and get your 
Exhibit Hall entry forms 
postmarked by September 
6 or submitted by email to 
belchertownfair@gmail.
com. Let us know if you can 
help with check-in, decorat-
ing, or as a hall sitter.

Belchertown Fair Exhibit 
Hall book now available

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 
Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage hunting, 
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising, 
motorcycles, clothing.  Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. 

Mike 413-210-9140.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** 
Specializing in shrub trimming, pruning, de-
sign, deliveries, loader, backhoe. Insured. 
Professional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
B&D PAINTING – Home improvement 
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List. 
413-727-9846.

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications 

for a FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immediately. 

Visit www.hampdenpolice.com 
for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks:_________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #:______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge: ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation:
59,000
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$26.50
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$28.50
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$29.00
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$29.50
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$30.00
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$30.50
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$31.00
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$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50
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$35.00
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$35.50
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$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

WE’RE  HIRING!

SUFFIELD LUMBER

INSIDE SALES MANAGER
WANTED

*FULL TIME POSITION
1-860-668-5530

Job Description – 
Responsibilities and Duties:

• Answer phones
• Software proficiency
• Opening and closing store
• Handling customers
• Order stock
• Stock inventory and shelves,
• Schedule deliveries
• Dealing with cash
• Quoting material for jobs

$46.50

Wilbraham, MA-based co. seeks

EXEC. VP OF TECH., 
BUS. ANALYSIS

to provide strategic insights for biz 
decisions, improve ops efficiency, en-
hance svc quality, & direct high-level 
ops to implement co.-wide tech pol-
icies to meet objectives. Position is 
100% remote [may work anywhere in 
U.S. mainland and/or territories]. Trav-
el: 20% to offices across central U.S. & 
east coast. Two roles avail.
REQ’D: U.S. Master’s in Data Analyt-
ics, Bus. Analytics, or Eng. (any field) 
+ 2 yrs of transp. industry-spec. exp.:
dev. processes, policies, workflows 
for data mgmt. & tech integration 
org.-wide amid high acquisition ac-
tivity; creating programs to ensure 
end-user adoption of new tech; devel-
oping/implementing custom fleet sys-
tems-mgmt. code to boost efficiency;
overseeing financial perf. drivers, KPI 
dev., & dashboard creation. F/T; pay 
$230,300–$262,000/yr.

To apply with Van Pool, visit:
https: / /gobeacon.wd1.my-
workday jobs .com/en -US /
beaconmobilitycareers/de-
tails/Executive-Vice-Pres-
ident-of-Technology--Busi-
ness-Analysis_REQ-2025-2733-1

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  J U N E  19,  2025 PAGE 13

❚ OBITUARIES�

AUTO BODY
REECE AUTO BODY Com­
plete Auto Body, Paint & Repair” 
auto glass, computerized paint 
match ing,  a lso rout ine car 
maintenance. Free estimates. Old 
Springfield Road, Belchertown. 
413­323­6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops, 
Screen Repairs. New Computer 
Sales and Accessor ies,  PC 
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades, 
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413­323­
1122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal 
St., Belchertown. 413­323­6012. 
Great cuts for men and women. A 
full service hair salon. Open Tue­
Sat., evening hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR ANCE 
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main 
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel. 
413­323­9611, 800­894­9591. 
Fax 413­323­6117. Home, auto, 
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. Sales 
and service, Toro, Wheel Horse, 
Scag, Jonsered,  Resident ia l 
and Commerc ia l .  41  South 
Whitney Street, Amherst, since 
1956. Call today. 253­7358.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOFS CO., INC. 
Trusted name since 1982. 
Commercial, industrial, residential. 
Specializing in shingles, slate 
copper work, historical restoration, 
flat roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 413­283­
4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. Snow 
plows, sanders, sales & service, 
hydraulic hoses & repairs, trailer 
hitches, trailer repairs, welding, 
fabrication, lawnmower repairs. 
330 Harkness Road, Amherst 
413­253­4867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

Jim Dee, my beloved life 
partner of 41 years, left this 
world on Friday, 
June 6, 2025. His 
h e a r t  b e t r a y e d 
him--he died quite 
unexpectedly of 
some heart/stroke 
combination.

I  c h o o s e  t o 
believe that he has 
embarked on his 
next great adven-
ture and that what-
ever and wherever that is in 
the space-time continuum, 
his spirit will be curious and 
excited, if not a bit surprised.

Jim’s first love in terms of 
a calling was music. He was 
an accomplished guitarist 
and his brother Joe formed 
a blues/rock band called 
Reaction that performed with 
some success in the Scituate 
area where he grew up.  

Jim was charming, smart, 
quick witted, passionate 
about the state of the world, 
and always happy to engage 
in a debate about it.

He found his true call-
ing as a journalist for the 
Boston Herald, which took 
us to Belfast in 1998 (with 
our 3-month-old son, Kiyo) 
just before the signing of the 
Good Friday Agreement. In 
the six and a half years that 
he was based in Belfast, he 
was constantly on the go, 
covering politics and the 
ongoing conflict. He was a 
great journalist and with that 
same charm, persistence and 
intelligence, he was able to 
forge connections with not 
only politicians and commu-
nity activists, but also para-
military figures on both the 
Republican and Loyalist 

side. He was very proud of 
moving the narrative nee-

dle in the U.S. 
from the depiction 
of the Troubles 
as a Catholic vs 
Protestant religious 
conflict to seeing 
it as a long strug-
gle against British 
colonialism. He 
found his true call-
ing as a journalist 
and loved every 

minute of it.
While the implosion of 

print journalism meant that 
he eventually had to find 
other work once we returned 
to Massachusetts, I will 
always remember him as a 
fierce, honest, principled and 
nuanced journalist. This is 
his professional legacy and 
how he would want to be 
remembered.

His personal legacy was 
full of love, laughter, mis-
chief and caring. If some-
one was feeling down, he’d 
be tenacious in bringing 
kindness, compassion and 
uplift. He loved his family 
and friends. He loved me. 
He loved his son Kiyo. We 
will miss him endlessly and 
depthless but also celebrate 
the legacy of his life and 
work. We wish him joy and 
happiness on his journey of 
whatever comes next.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a dona-
tion to LUCE,  https://www.
lucemass.org/, an immigrant 
rights organization in MA 
that is coordinating a rapid 
response network to sup-
port and protect people from 
ICE raids. -Emily Kawano, 
Belchertown, MA

B E L C H E RT O W N —
Ramona Marie (Horta) 
Parker,  83, of 
B e l c h e r t o w n , 
passed away on 
Monday,  May 
2 6 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  a t 
Baystate Medical 
Center. She was 
born in Nashua, 
New Hampshire, 
daughter of the 
late Ramon H. 
a n d  M a r i o n 
G .  ( P e a r s o n ) 
Horta, and graduated from 
Belchertown High School. 
Ramona was the proprietor 
of Parker’s B&B in Granby. 
She was an active mem-
ber of the Church of Christ 
Congregational in Granby 
for many years. In her spare 
t ime, Ramona enjoyed 
antiquing, decorating her 

home, shopping, and trav-
eling. She was the propri-

etor of Mona’s 
Lace Place and 
Parker’s  Bed 
and Breakfast. 
She loved host-
ing family gath-
erings, travel-
ing ,  danc ing 
and  s ing ing , 
a n d  g a r d e n -
ing .  Ramona 
w a s  p r e d e -
ceased by her 

h u s b a n d ,  E d wa r d  H . 
Parker, in 2015. She is 
survived by her children: 
Todd Parker of Granby, 
Suzanne Parker (Joseph 
Willie) of Amherst, and 
Edward Parker (Candace) 
of Granby; nine grand-
children: Joshua, Shilo, 
Maddy, Megan, Shannon, 

Shane, Shawn, Abigail, and 
Kayla; seven great-grand-
children:  Kyle,  Brent , 
Dylan, Greyson, Brayden, 
Grayson, and Aurora; and 
sister Jacqueline Corbett, 
of Belchertown. Besides 
her parents and husband, 
Ramona was predeceased 
by four sisters: Donna 
Andre, Doris Hebert, and 
Juanita Eckert; Marion 
Nelson; and daughter-in-
law, Erica Parker. All ser-
vices for Ramona will be 
held privately and are being 
handled by the Barry J. 
Farrell Funeral Home in 
Holyoke. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Girls Inc. 
of the Valley, 480 Hampden 
St., Holyoke, MA 01040. 

Wi l f r i d  Vi c t o r  R oy 
(“Will” or “Bee”), 77, of 
Belchertown, MA, passed 
away peaceful-
ly on June 7, 
2025, surround-
ed by his loving 
family at Mercy 
Medical Center.

Born on April 
17 ,  1948 ,  i n 
Sa in t -Cyr i l l e -
d e - We n d ove r, 
C a n a d a , 
W i l f r i d  w a s 
the son of the 
late Omer Roy and Rose-
A i m é e  L a t e r r e u r.  H e 
grew up in Saint-Cyrille-
Drummondville and moved 
to the United States in 1966, 
where he built a beauti-
ful life with his wife of 53 
years, Carole E. Roy.

Wilfrid was a skilled 
and hardworking carpenter 
who owned and operated 
his own business, W Roy 
Construction, before retiring 
from Marois Construction 
in South Hadley.

Family meant every-
thing to him. He was a 
devoted husband, proud 
father, and adoring grand-

father. In retirement, he 
fully embraced his role as 
“Papa,” spending time hik-

ing, bike riding, 
rollerblading, ice 
skating, fishing 
and even tag-
ging along to 
the town beach, 
despite not being 
much of a beach-
goer.

H e  r e a l l y 
enjoyed camp-
ing with family 
and friends, and 

playing his acoustic gui-
tar. Wilfrid will be remem-
bered most for the smile 
he always wore, especial-
ly when surrounded by the 
people he loved.

He is survived by his 
beloved wife Carole; sons 
Remi of West Springfield 
and Stephen (Heather) 
of Belchertown; and his 
cherished grandchildren, 
Madalyn and Riley, who lit 
up his world with love and 
laughter.

He also leaves behind 
siblings Armand (Marielle), 
Jean-Yves (Francine), and 
sisters-in-law Rita, Lise, 

Colette (Renald) as well as 
many nieces, nephews, and 
friends.

He was predeceased by 
siblings Jean-Guy (Marie-
Rose), Denise (Clement), 
Margeret te  (Bertrand) , 
Cecile (Real), and Alfred.

A specia l  thanks  to 
Emi l io ,  Whi tney,  and 
Catherine for the loving 
care and support they pro-
vided with such grace and 
compassion.

Calling hours will be held 
on Sunday, June 22 from 
1 to 4 p.m. at the Beers & 
Story South Hadley Funeral 
Home, 646 Newton Street.

On Monday, June 23, 
family and friends are wel-
come to gather at the funer-
al home at 8:30 a.m. for a 
funeral procession to St. 
Francis of Assisi Church in 
Belchertown for a 10:00am 
Funeral Mass. Burial will 
immediately follow at West 
Street Cemetery in Granby.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in 
Wilfrid’s memory to the 
Belchertown Senior Center 
or the American Parkinson’s 
Disease Association.

Jim Dee Ramona M. Parker, 1941 – 2025

Wilfrid Victor Roy

DEATH NOTICES

Jim Dee
Died June 6, 2025
Beers & Story
Funeral Home

Ramona M. Parker
Died May 26, 2025
Farrell Funeral Home

Wilfrid Victor Roy
Died June 7, 2025
Services June 22, 2025
Beers & Story 
Belchertown 
Funeral Home

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

coming to feast on the meal-
worms. 

Mute swans and cranes
A Barre woman reported 

seeing a pair of mute swans 
on Long Pond in Rutland. 
I saw one of the swans this 
week on the same pond. She 
also reported seeing a sand-
hill crane. An Oakham res-
ident thinks a pair of sand-
hill cranes have nested. He 
now only sees one in his field 
or flying overhead between 
Adams Pond and the Wolf 
Swamp area of Oakham. The 
last time I saw a sandhill 
crane in my hayfield, there 
was only one. Earlier this 
spring I saw a two cranes in 
the field, which is near Wolf 
Swamp.

Titmouse and robin
An Oakham res iden t 

reported, “There was a lot 
of commotion at the robin 
nest and I went to the win-
dow to see what was going 
on. A titmouse was gathering 
the soft fuzzy from under the 
three eggs.  Dad robin came 
along and drove the titmouse 
off.” She said, “I put out lots 
of nesting materials, but as 
always, someone else’s looks 
better.”

Loon fact
The Loon Preservation 

Committee offer loon facts 
in their newsletter. The news-
letter said, “Generally, loons 
will remain on the ocean 
until they reach adulthood at 
age three. This is not always 
the case, each year here in 
New Hampshire, the com-
mittee volunteers observer 
the presence of five to ten 
immature loons on the lakes 
during the breeding season. 
Upon their return as adults, 
these loons begin to look for 
a breeding territory of their 

own.”
They will acquire their 

first territory in one of three 
ways: by passively replac-
ing a territory owner that has 
died or is otherwise missing, 
by establishing a new ter-
ritory on a lake that is not 
currently occupied by loons 
or by fighting and evicting 
another loon from its territo-
ry and taking its place.

One of the ways a loon 
can acquire a breeding ter-
ritory is to intrude upon an 
already-occupied territory 
and engage in territorial bat-
tles with the member of the 
pair that is the same sex. If 
the intruder wins, it will evict 
the resident loon and take its 
place as a pair member on 
that territory. 

The article said, “Research 

has shown that while select-
ing their first breeding ter-
ritory, loons tend to look 
for lakes and ponds that are 
similar, at least in terms of 
size and pH, to the lake they 
hatched on. This may be a 
result of increased chance of 
survival due to familiarity, if, 
as a chick, a loon learned to 
forage and evade predators 
on a lake with certain charac-
teristics, it makes sense that 
it would seek out those same 
characteristics, to which 
their skills are well suited, to 
breed on.” 

Another factor that has 
been shown to influence ter-
ritory selection is previous 
chick production. Territorial 
intrusions tend to increase 
following successful hatches, 
indicating that loons without 

a territory of their own may 
use the production of chicks 
as an indicator of territory 
quality and target those suc-
cessful territories for take-
over.

Because they stay on the 
ocean for the first years of 
their lives and then must 

spend time, sometimes many 
years, acquiring a breeding 
territory of their own, most 
loons will not hatch chicks of 
their own until they are six–
seven years old.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-

967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

BACKYARD from page 6

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Maureen 
McGarrett Hall

 REALTOR® 

realtybymaureen@gmail.com  413-364-4994

30 YEARS OF 
SALES AND 
MARKETING 
EXPERIENCE

MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

Let’s make big moves 
  together, call today!!

Helping you find the key 
to your dreams! 

and lightens the experience 
of being there,” said Haak-
Frendscho. 

But that wasn’t all- the 
highlight of the night were 
the outfits made out of upcy-
cled materials to encourage 

the transfer station’s call for 
reducing, reusing, and recy-
cling.

The Creative Economy 
has been working hard to put 
together events like the Trash 
Gala and murals like at the 
transfer station to bring more 
to Belchertown, working 

alongside other organizations 
in town to make it happen. 

The Creative Economy 
Committee is “…invested in 
highlighting the creativity of 
Belchertown, and utilizing 
creative means of strengthen-
ing what it has to offer,” said 
Haak-Frendscho. 

The Trash Fashion Contest 
was created in order to bring 
the community together in a 
fun way, while showcasing 
their creativity and ability to 
turn trash into treasure, or in 
this case, outfits. Jordan Hall, 
the MC for the night, also 
provided an engaging, hilari-
ous, and fun judging moment 
for the costumes. 

“It’s such a gift from each 
of the artists and every indi-
vidual who took part in the 
processes that led to each of 
them that we now have these 
incredible murals in such 
an unexpected place,” said 
Haak-Frendscho. “It’s such 
a delightful surprise, and 
sure to turn some heads, and 
hopefully also make them 
consider the ideas of sustain-
ability in the process.”

Through working with the 
artists and the artists with 
the community, the Transfer 
Station is now more than it 
was before, opened up into 
a place where creativity is 
encouraged. 

“I learned so much on this 
project, and I hope to see this 
copied by other communi-
ties, and loved like I loved 

doing it,” said artist Melissa 
Stratton Pandina. 

The night was full of fun, 
and the artists got a chance 
to see their murals complete 
and were thanked and con-
gratulated for their hard work 
and dedication.

  “It was nice to be able to 
do this together, and create 
something fun and meaning-
ful for everyone to see on the 
highway that captures the 
town,” said Brittney Smith, 
who worked with her hus-
band Josh on their canister.

“Folks have been so invest-
ed in this project from the 
get-go, and so many people 
have participated in every 
stage, every opportunity that 
was presented to take part, 
from filling out a survey 
to coloring an animal pup-
pet to painting the container 
and now taking part in our 
final celebration,” said Haak-
Frendscho.

Winners of the Gala were 
Charlotte Cassidy in first 
place, winning a year of free 
trash services with her book 
page gown, and Helen Bierly 
in second, winning three free 
months of compost pick-up 
from Banana Compost.

With the Trash Gala being 
a wonderful time, the peo-
ple who came together are 
looking forward to doing this 
again next year and cement-
ing it as a tradition for years 
to come.

From trash to treasure
TRASH from page 1

Muralists Brittney and Josh Smith 
with their beautiful mural. 

The artwork that inspired the mural. 

Charlotte and Rudy Cassidy with their fabulous looks.

Library di-
rector Cyndi 
Harberson 
posing with 
a hat Char-
lotte Cassidy 
made.

Helen Bierly, the sec-
ond-place winner of the Gala.

You’ve got to laugh at the 
Trash Gala.

Louise Levy rocking her own newspaper vest.

Muralist Melissa Stratton Pandina and her beautiful work. 

Sarah Fortune, Con-
servation Administra-

tor, posing with her 
cardboard skirt which 
people could decorate.

INSET: Charlotte Cassidy with her stunning 
gown made out of an old Italian dictionary. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS


