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GRANBY – The Granby 
High School class of 2026 
celebrated their gradua-
tion on June 6 on Junior 
Senior High School campus 
grounds.  There were 45 stu-
dents in the graduating class.  
Mylin Laliberte was the class 
Salutatorian and Kaitlyn 
Curran was Valedictorian.

The ceremony featured 
speeches from principal 
Allison Jordan, Senior Class 
President Faith Ramos, 
Senior Class Treasurer 
Ava-Elizabeth Loughman, 
Superintendent Mary Jane 
Rickson, class Salutatorian 
Mylin Laliberte, class 
Valedic tor ian  Kai t lyn 
Curran, and guest speak-
e r  N o r m a n  R a c i n e .  
Additional guests in atten-
dance were the Granby 
School Committee Chair 
Jennifer Bartosz, School 
Committee Vice Chair 
Travor Augustino, School 
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s 
Thomas  Hammel  and 
Elizabeth Lafond and 
Director of Pupil Services 
Nicole Heroux.  All musi-
cal sections were per-
formed by the Junior 
S e n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l 
band directed by Robert 
Castellano.  The Class of 
2026 Marshalls for the grad-
uation was class of 2027’s 
Breena Moreno and class of 
2028’s Ralph El Aouji.

Principal Jordan welcomed 
attendees after a band ren-
dition of the “Star Spangled 
Banner” by John Standford 
Smith.   She thanked the 
graduates for their commit-
ment and stated the students 
“met challenges with deter-
mination” and “embraced 
opportunities with confi-

dence.”  (Principal) advised 
the graduating class to “take 
pride” in what they accom-
plished over the years and to 
be open for what life had to 
offer.  She reminded the class 
to be ready for those oppor-
tunities and to embrace the 
challenges to come.  

“The moments that chal-
lenge you, surprise you or 
take you in a new direction 
may ult imately become 
the experiences that define 
you.  As you move forward, 
embrace new possibilities 
with confidence, learn from 
those setbacks and remain 

open to the unexpected,” 
Jordan said.  “Granby will 
always be part of your story.  
Wherever life takes you next, 
know that we are so proud of 
you, that we believe in you 

Granby HS 
graduates 

celebrated
Class of 2026

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

GRANBY – Smith Merrill 
Incorporated petitioned the 
Granby Select Board on June 
1 for a Class II license.  The 
company plans to make a 
used car dealership at their 
existing repair  location 
at 161 West State Street, 
inspired by existing custom-
ers prompting them to get 
into the business.  Owners 
Nicholas Smith,  Aldina 
Smith and Brett Merrill men-
tioned they already met with 
the fire chief and the building 
inspector for lot inspection.

“I believe we are in agree-
ance with this as far as your 
class two license goes,” 
Select Board member David 
Labonte said.  “We do have 
a little bit of concern that 
the parking lot may become 
overcrowded.”

Class  I I  l icenses  are 
required in the state of 
Massachusetts to run a used 
car business. The license per-

mits the commercial buying 
and selling of pre-owned cars 
within the state, a process 
which requires a $25,000 
deposit, zoning approval with 
written sign-off from a local 
building inspector, a business 
certificate from Granby’s 
Town Clerk if not operating 
under a registered corpo-
rate name, access to a repair 
facility and a place to con-
duct site inspections.  

“They showed us  15 
spots,” said Interim Town 
Administrator and Police 
Chief Kevin O’Grady as 
he recalled results from the 
state required inspection. “I 
think that’s in one of the last 
photos.  I know the planning 
board did approve up to 20.  
We kind of agreed that we 
could try 15 if you guys are 
onboard with that?”

The chief explained 15 
would be preferable, as the 
added spots would give 
access to a parking lot “in 

Repair shop applies 
for used car license

By Ben Hernandez
bhernandez@turley.com

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
The last Relay For Life in 
Belchertown took place 
in the Town Common and 
the UCC Church on May 
30. Activities at the event 
included a raffle, a live out-
door band, baked goods, 
catered food and a costume 
contest.  However, due to 
the rainy weather, most of 
the festivities were held 
indoors.  Signed partici-
pants still braved the bad 
weather, with five teams 
registered to walk the 
laps to raise funds for the 
American Cancer Society.  

“Relay for Life is the 
biggest fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society,” 
s a i d  E l e a n o r e  G r a y 
from Team Lynn Peach 
Pedestrians.  Gray has been 
a member of the relay team 
and a key figure in organiz-
ing the Belchertown event 
for 13 years and has dedi-

cated her time in memory 
of her daughter Lynn, who 
was lost in 2014 to uterine 
cancer.

“We have raised over 
$193,000 for the American 
Cancer Society,” Gray said.  
She reported the original 
regional relay was held in 
Ware in 2002 to 2007, then 
moved to Belchertown.  She 
enjoys the fundraising but 
due to her age and recent 
health complications, she 
reported this year would be 
the final one for her team.  
However, she isn’t done 
doing her part to end can-
cer.

“ I ’ l l  s t i l l  fundra i se 
because I’m going to get 
$200,000 if it’s on my 
deathbed,” Gray said.

The event’s theme was 
Hal loween,  a  concept 
reported by event lead 
Brian Meehan as a way 
to “spread the joy, spread 
the meaningfulness of the 

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Costume contest winners smile for the camera.

Belchertown hosts 
Relay for Life

The market is open 
through Oct. 4

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
Families f locked to the 
Belchertown Common on 
June 14.  The seasonal farm-
er’s market opened last week 
and will continue to be in 
operat ion every Sunday 
between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Oct. 4.  The past Sunday 
featured a number of local 
business, from family farms 
to mushroom forages, and 
offered on-site food and bev-
erages.  Open to the public, 
the market is about connect-
ing local people and fostering 
a community spirit.

“Direct-to-consumer sales 
for small farms is everything,” 
said local farmer Molly 
Crooks from Quabbin Hill 
Farms; a diversified family 
farm operated by two fami-

Farmer’s Market supports community spirit

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ 
Hunter from Livingstone Mycology poses with some of the day’s fresh finds.  

Belchertown 
FARMER’S 
MARKET
Every Sunday 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

 through Oct. 4

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Valedictorian Kaityln Curran and Salutatorian Mylin Laliberte pose for the camera.

Please see RELAY, page 5

Please see FARMER’S 
MARKET, page 7

Please see GRANBY 
GRADS, page 8

Please see LICENSE, page 9
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
PICK YOUR OWN STRAWBERRIES!

7:00am - 5:00pm • Weather & Crops Permitting.
Call Our Greenhouse or Check Our Facebook Page For Up-To-Date Information
413-467-3794 • New Ludlow Road • Credit Cards Accepted!

Our Farmstand Will Be Opening June 25Our Farmstand Will Be Opening June 25
Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby

413-467-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

~ Family Owned & Operated  ~

OPEN:
Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm

Sun. 8am- 6pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Jeffrey Michael Lucey

We miss you deeply and will keep you in our hearts. Forever 23.

♥   Love, Mom, Dad and family

REMEMBERING

March 18, 1981 – June 22, 2004

Dear Jeff,
It is difficult to comprehend that twenty-two 

years have passed since you left us at the age 
of twenty-three. While we are happy to see 
your friends settle into their careers, homes and 
families, it remains a bittersweet experience. 
We often wonder about the life you would have 
built, the career you would have pursued and the 
family of your own you might have started. 

For over two decades, your absence has left 
a significant void during our holidays, vacations 
and family milestones. We have spent these years 
commemorating your birthday at your resting 
place rather than celebrating with you in person. 
If we’ve learned anything from your death it is 
that war steals our loved ones, our youth, the 
very people our tomorrows are built on. No win-
ners. Only survivors left to piece together broken 
lives and make some sense out of a death that 
makes no sense.

“Whatever happened 
to the you man’s heart, 

swallowed by pain as he 
slowly fell apart”

– Shinedown

“I could have missed the pain but 
I’d have had to miss the Dance”.... 

– G. Brooks

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Lions Club installs new officers
The Belchertown Lions Club officially installed its new slate of officers for the 2026-27 
session at the Villa Rose Restaurant on Wednesday, June 10. (L-R) President Morgan 
Kimball Jr., 1st Vice-President George Cook, Jr, 2nd Vice-President Michael Pease, and 
3rd Vice-President Matt Fillmore. Stop in and say, “Hi” to these smiling faces at our 
Annual Memorial Cruisin’ the Common Car Show on Aug. 8, our monthly Saturday Sub 
Sales, or the Belchertown Fair Food Wagon in September...or contact them for informa-
tion or tickets to our Fall Super Raffle or Spring Half-Raffle through our website at www.
belchertownlionsclub.com
If you’d like to become a member of one of Massachusetts most progressive and active 
Lions clubs, simple fill out an application at the above website link.

❚ COMMUNITY�

Community 
Band set 
to begin 
rehearsals

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Community 
Band wants you to join them 
for their 40th Anniversary 
Season. It doesn’t matter 
what town you are from, 
what instrument you play 
or your skill level, you are 
invited to be part of this cel-
ebratory season. Rehearsals 
start June 23 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at the Belchertown High 
School. From the parking lot, 
go into the left door and walk 
down the hall that is slightly 
to the left.

There is no fee to partici-
pate, but you can anticipate 
a wonderful experience of 
playing music and making 
new friends. If you can’t 
come June 23, come June 25, 
same time, same place. You 
will be part of 4 concerts per-
formed on the Belchertown 
Common on Thursdays in 
July and August. So brush 
off that instrument and come 
enjoy music again

Granby Lions 
sponsoring 
bus trip

GRANBY – The Granby 
Lions Club will be spon-
soring a bus trip to Boston 
on Tuesday, July 14, 2026. 
The chartered bus will be 
leaving the East Meadow 
School Parking Lot at 8 a.m. 
and dropping us off in the 
Seaport District at approxi-
mately 10 a.m.  

Come help us celebrate 
the 250th anniversary of the 
United States at SailBoston 
2026, an international mar-
itime event that brings tall 
ships and naval vessels from 
around the world to Boston 
Harbor.  You will be on your 
own to visit the ships and the 
bus will depart Boston at 4 
p.m.

The cost per person is $75.  
Please make your checks 
payable to the Granby Lions 
Club, and mail to Granby 
Lions Club, c/o Jim Pietras, 
280 East State St, Granby, 
MA. 01033.  Questions – 
email Jim at jpietras@com-
cast.net

BELCHERTOWN – The 
St Francis Parish Giant Tag 
Sale team invites the com-
munity to make donations 
to this annual event on Aug. 
22. The team will gratefully 
accept most donated items. 

As you begin sorting, 
please be aware that the fol-
lowing donated items will 
be appreciated: bed and 
table linens, new dust-free 
candles, craft items, hard-
ware, kitchenware, luggage, 
backpacks, handbags, chil-
dren’s clothes up to size 2T 
only, children’s books, small 
working appliances, working 
lamps, toys, pictures, frames, 
holiday decorations, hand 
tools, yard tools, jewelry, 
shoes, boots, sporting goods, 
baby gear, small but not-up-
holstered furniture, knick-
knacks, and collectibles. 
The team politely requests 
that donors clear all donated 
items of storage dust, bugs, 
mold, and critter residue.

Unfortunately, the follow-
ing items cannot be accept-
ed: partially used dusty 
candles, any clothing larger 
than size 2T, cookbooks or 
non-children books, bed pil-
lows, baby cribs, car seats, 

computers, monitors, 8-track 
or cassette or VHS tapes, 
skis, exercise bikes, tread-
mills, gas grills, propane 
tanks, hazardous materials, 
mattresses, clothes hangers, 
medical equipment, bed pil-
lows, and any large furniture 
items. 

The proceeds from this 
annual effort are earmarked 
for the parish’s Living Our 
Faith, Building Our Future 
Capital Campaign in support 
of the much-needed building 
of the proposed St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish Center on 
the grounds of the Jabish 
Street campus.

This year, the Tag Sale 
Team will only accept dona-
tions for a ten-day peri-
od – Aug. 7 to 16 only.  
Donations will be accepted 
Monday to Saturday from 
9 am to 7 pm with Sunday 
donations only accepted 
noon to 5 p.m. Please do 
not leave donations outside 
the Pine Room door when a 
team member is not there to 
receive them. 

The team is grateful for 
the continuing, generous 
support of our Belchertown 
community.

St. Francis seeks donations 
for upcoming tag sale

BELCHERTOWN – Join 
members of the Zonta Club of 
Quaboag Valley on Sept. 12 
for a fun day on the links at 
Cold Spring Country Club in 
Belchertown and be a cham-
pion for women and girls. The 
$120 registration includes 
golf, cart, pastries/coffee, 
snacks, box lunch, beverages, 
prizes and more. If you aren’t 
a golfer, you can donate a raf-
fle prize or sponsor a hole.  

Registration starts at 7:30 
a.m., with a shotgun starts 
at 8:30 a.m. Registration 

form and link are at www.
ZontaQV.org/golf.   Questions 
can be directed to Mary 
Knight at 413-219-8260. 
Your support directly funds 
scholarships and grants that 
empower women and girls 
to overcome challenges and 
achieve their full potential. 
We’re working to end child 
marriage, domestic violence, 
and human trafficking, while 
also supporting climate jus-
tice, education equality, and 
women in decision-making 
positions.

BELCHERTOWN - The 
Belchertown Select Board 
has reopened nomina-
tions for the Town’s year-
ly awards, extending the 
submission period through 
August 1, 2026. The deci-
sion to reopen nominations 
provides additional oppor-
tunity for residents to rec-
ognize outstanding mem-
bers of the community.

Award recipients will be 
honored for their contribu-
tions and invited to march 
in the Belchertown Fair 
Parade on Saturday, Sept. 
26, as part of the 167th 
Belchertown Fair.

Nominations are being 
accepted in three catego-
ries:

Cit izen of  the  Year 
honors any communi-
ty member who has made 
a positive difference in 
B e l c h e r t ow n ,  w h e t h -
er through one defining 
moment or ongoing con-
tributions to the commu-
nity. Nominations can 
be submitted at https://
www.belcher town.org/
FormCenter/Awards-14/
Nomination-Form-Citizen-
of-the-Year-80

Employee of the Year 
recognizes a Town employ-
ee who has gone above and 
beyond in service to res-
idents. Nominations can 
be submitted at https://
www.belcher town.org/

FormCenter/Awards-14/
N o m i n a t i o n - F o r m -
Employee-of-the-Year-78

Volunteer of the Year 
honors a volunteer whose 
ded ica t ion  has  made 
a lasting difference in 
Belchertown. Nominations 
can be submitted at https://
www.belcher town.org/
FormCenter/Awards-14/
N o m i n a t i o n - F o r m -
Volunteer-of-the-Year-79

The deadline for all sub-
missions is Aug. 1. For 
questions, contact Melissa 
Shattuck in the Select 
Board / Town Manager’s 
Office at  mshattuck@
belchertown.org or 413-
323-0403.

Nominations sought for local awards

Seniors need 
to pick up 
senior packets

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Graduating seniors who were 
previously on an IEP are 
encouraged to pick up their 
senior packets at Central 
Office. Packets include; most 
recent IEP and testing along 
with a summary of perfor-
mance. If you wish to obtain 
your records, please come 
to Central Office, 14 Maple 
Street with picture identifi-
cation, between the hours of 
9 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday-
Friday, excluding holidays. 
High School transcripts that 
contain course titles, and 
grades received will contin-
ue to be stored at the BHS 
Counseling Office for sixty 
(60) years after graduation.

BELCHERTOWN — 
Residents are invited to a 
free, all-ages presentation 
and walk about beaver man-
agement on Saturday, June 
27, from 1 to 3 p.m., begin-
ning at the Belchertown 
Recreation Department, 66 
State Street.

The Beaver Institute will 
give a presentation at the 
Recreation Department, 
after which the group will 
walk to the Lake Wallace 
spillway at Foley Field 
to see a “beaver deceiv-
er” flow device in action. 
The device, also known as 
a Pond Leveler, allows the 
town to manage water lev-
els while letting beavers 
remain in place. A table 
will be set up lakeside with 
pond critters, giving attend-
ees a chance to explore 
local  biodiversi ty and 
aquatic macroinvertebrate 
biomonitoring.

Beavers play a vital role 
in flood control, water 
retention and infiltration, 

and habitat biodiversity. 
The event offers families a 
fun, hands-on look at how 
these complex animals 
shape the local landscape 
and how the town coexists 
with them.

The presentation and 
walk are made possible 
through Massachusetts 
Vulnerability Preparedness 
(MVP) Program funding 
for the culvert replacement 
project on Warren Wright 
Road over Hop Brook.

The walk to the spillway 
is approximately one-third 
of a mile. Anyone arriving 
after the group has departed 
the Recreation Department 
can meet them at the Lake 
Wallace spillway at Foley 
Field.

For more information 
about this program please 
call or email Belchertown 
Depar tment  of  Publ ic 
Works at 413-323-0415 or 
lleduc@belchertown.org.

Town hosting beaver 
management walk and 
presentation on June 27

Zonta Club holding golf 
day at Cold Spring
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Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS, 
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30 Climate Controlled Units Available

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in 
the Belchertown Police log 
and arrests for the weeks 
of June 5, through June 11. 
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the 
police department based on 
the review of the detailed 
log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

Saturday, June 6
11 a.m. – A Chicopee man 

was arrested on charges of a 
violation of an abuse preven-
tion order.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS

Friday, June 5
3 p .m.  –  An officer 

responded to a Chauncey 
Walke r  Road  bus iness 
for an accident. A per-
son parked their vehicle on 
a hill and failed to set the 
parking brake. The vehicle 
then rolled struck a sec-
ond vehicle. There were no 
tows needed and no injuries 
reported. 

4:01 p.m. – Officers and 
Belchertown Fire assisted a 

person who was in a mental 
health crisis.

Saturday, June 6
8:56 a.m. – An offi-

cer responded to assist 
Belchertown fire and para-
medics.

Monday, June 8
8 :36  a .m .  –  Off i ce r 

responded to a group home 
to assist with an argument 
between residents. 

12:07 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a North Main 
Street business regarding a 
disturbance about a person 
who was harassing anoth-
er person. A follow up call 
indicated one of the involved 
people was going to their res-
idence. The officer was told 
a male and woman being 
harassed by another person. 
They were looking to file a 
harassment order. Another 
officer went to the other loca-
tion where the other person 
was. They agreed to leave the 
other people alone and go to 
their residence. 

1:08 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident. 
A vehicle going north on 
Federal Street was struck 
by a deer. The vehicle was 
towed from the scene. No 
injuries were reported. 

4:32 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Ware Road. A vehicle going 
east on Ware Road was rear 
ended after slowing to turn 

onto Jabish Street. No inju-
ries were reported and no 
injuries were reported. 

11:47 p.m. – An offi-
cer responded to Route 9 
by Meadow Pond Road for 
disabled vehicle that didn’t 
have its lights on. The officer 
found the vehicle in break 
down lane with no hazard 
lights on. A tow compa-
ny was there to remove the 
vehicle. A person and their 
dog were in the vehicle. The 
officer also heard movement 
from a person in the woods. 
The person said they had car 
troubles. There were no signs 
of impairment. 

Tuesday, June 9
8:36 a.m. – A resident 

came to the station to ask an 
officer about an online order 
of a ring box showed signs 
of tampering it was torn in 
half then opened again. 
They found a ring box they 
ordered and there was noth-
ing inside. The delivery com-
pany is opening an incident 
on the matter. The issue was 
documented. 

11:59 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a report of an 
accident. A tractor cutting 
grass and brush on the side 
of the road struck a piece of 
wood that then struck a vehi-
cle. No injuries were report-
ed and no tows were needed. 

7:42 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person about 
harassment issues at their 

workplace. 

Wednesday, June 10
12:45 a.m. – An officer 

responded to Railroad Street 
disabled vehicle that ran out 
of gas. The officer spoke with 
the person. They said the 
vehicle was not operational. 
The officer learned the oper-
ator’s license wasn’t valid 
between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
and they told the officer they 
left five minutes before the 
deadline. The vehicle was 
towed from the scene and the 
person was brought to a local 
business. 

11:16 a.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on three car accident. There 
were no tows needed and no 
injuries reported. One vehi-
cle was parked and off when 
a second vehicle attempting 
to turn right struck the first. 
Another vehicle was struck in 
the process as well. Insurance 
information was exchanged. 

12:56 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person about 
someone they met online. 
They began messaging a 
suspected scammer and the 
suspected scammer asked the 
person for their bank infor-
mation so they could pur-
chase a Father’s Day present. 
Then the suspected scam-
mer convinced them to send 
money to a Zelle account 
linked to bank account then 
notified that an additional 
asked to be withdrawn. They 

were able to stop the second 
one. 

Thursday, June 11
11:58 a.m. – A person 

turned in a wallet that was 
found on Stebbins Street 
with no identification inside. 
It had cash in it. The wallet 
was placed into property for 
safe keeping. 

5:50 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of larceny. A 
person was called reporting 
a scam on Facebook market-
place after a family member 
was selling items and was 
contacted a person. They 
got a message they needed 
to upgrade to Venmo due to 
large value of account. The 
scammer then guided them 
through how to do that but 
were told to pay via bitcoin. 
No monetary loss was accu-
mulated. 

5:52 p.m. – An offi-
cer responded to George 
Hannum Road business said 
vehicle struck in the parking 
lot. Officers are attempting 
to get video footage of the 
crash. 

7:16 p.m. – An officer on 
patrol ran a check of a reg-
istration and it came back 
as expired non-renewable 
for non-payment of excise 
tax. The officer stopped the 
vehicle, and the operator 
was unaware of their expired 
nonrenewable license and the 
vehicle was towed. A citation 
was issued. 

Granby 
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to  138  calls for the week 
of  June 5,  through  June 11. 
Those arrested are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, June 5
2:31 p.m. – A motorist 

reported a two-car accident 
on Taylor Street. Granby 
Police and Fire responded. 
There were no injuries.

Tuesday, June 9 
3:46 a.m. – The on-duty 

clerk reported an unwanted 
patron in the store. An officer 
responded and the party left 
without incident.

5:34 p.m.  –  Officers 
responded to a report of a 
disturbance at Dufresne Park 
amongst workers for the 
ride company setting up for 
Charter Days. The manag-
er asked that the employee 
leave the area and not return. 
The employee left the park 
without further incident.

Thursday, June 11
2:09 p.m. – An officer took 

a report of attempted check 
fraud at the bank. An officer 
responded and completed an 
incident report.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�

If you are planning an 
upcoming trip, keep an 
eye out for hotel booking 

scams. 
The  Be t t e r  Bus iness 

Bureau Scam Tracker con-
tinues to receive reports of 
travelers falling victim to 
lookalike websites. Always 
confirm you are on the right 
website before making hotel 
reservations.

How the scam works
You search for hotels in 

the city you plan to visit. 
Among the top search results 
is what appears to be an offi-
cial hotel website or a legiti-
mate travel booking agency. 

When you click the link, 
you find a website with pro-
fessional photos from the 
hotel and reasonable pricing.

Everything looks normal, 
so you decide to book a 

room. You enter your credit 
card information and check 
out. 

However, when you review 
your credit card statement, 
you notice you’ve been 
charged a much higher rate 
than you agreed. It turns out 
that you weren’t on the offi-
cial hotel website after all 
and you accidentally clicked 
on a third-party site without 
affiliation with the hotel.

When you contact the 
company to cancel your res-
ervation, you may not be able 
to get through to anyone. 
And even if you do, they’ll 
likely tell you you’ve made 
a non-refundable reservation. 

The best they can do is 
cancel your reservation and 
charge you for it anyway.

In a recent BBB Scam 
Tracker report, a consumer 
shared, “Purchased a hotel 

reservation for a Hilton 
hotel in Chicago. But when 
I called the hotel they said 
they don’t have any record of 
the reservation. Same answer 
after I called them multiple 
times. Then they transferred 
the call to Hilton reservation 
and they said the same. Then 
only I realized that they are 
a fraudulent company. And 
when I researched them 
online I found lot of similar 
incidents...” 

How to avoid hotel
 booking scams

Only book hotels through 
official websites. The best 
way to avoid this kind of 
scam is to check and dou-
ble-check you are on an offi-
cial hotel website before you 
enter your credit card infor-
mation. 

Scammers are pros at 

building fake lookalike web-
sites to fool you into giving 
up your information. Look 
closely at the URL to ensure 
you are on the hotel’s official 
website or a booking agency 
you know and trust.

Only make reservations 
through secure websites. 
You’ll also want to ensure 
websites and their payment 
pages are secure, meaning 
they start with https:// and 
display a padlock symbol. 

If a web page isn’t secure, 
don’t enter your personal 
information and close the tab.

Contact the hotel direct-
ly. If you’re unsure about a 
booking site or deal, call the 
hotel directly to confirm that 
the offer is real and that your 
reservation is in their system. 

Look for red flags in com-
munication. Be wary of 
unusual payment requests, 

such as wire transfers, 
prepaid cards, or pay-
ment through untrace-
able methods. 

Also, be on the 
lookout for typos 
and grammatical 
or spelling errors. 
Legitimate hotels 
typically do not 
have these errors. 

Watch out for misleading 
ads. Look at search results 
carefully. Just because a 
website is the first result on 
the page doesn’t mean it’s 
legitimate. Watch out for 
high-ranking ads that scam-
mers could sponsor.

Research businesses you 
aren’t familiar with. If you 
find a booking site that looks 
professional but you haven’t 
heard of it before, proceed 
with caution. 

Search for reviews on 

third-party websites 
and keep a close 

eye out for reports of 
scams. Never share 

your personal infor-
mation with a person 

or business until 
you know they are 

trustworthy.
Check the can-

cellation policy. Review the 
hotel’s cancellation policy 
carefully. Scammers might 
not provide clear information 
on this, making it difficult to 
get a refund. 

Search BBB.org.  I t ’s 
always best practice to 
search hotels near you 
on  BBB.org  to  check 
reviews, ratings, and BBB 
Accreditation. When book-
ing a hotel online, look for 
the BBB Seal; it’s The Sign 
of a Better Business®.

How to avoid scams when booking a hotel online
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

  

“LITTLE DANCER” 
RECITAL 

BOUQUETS$19.99

THE BEST FRESH
 LOCALLY GROWN!

SStrawberries!
Red, Ripe & Delicious!

Locally GrownLocally Grown

Picked Fresh!Picked Fresh!

Strawberry ShortcakeStrawberry Shortcake
   For Father’s Day!

JUNE IS ROSE MONTH
Beautiful Selection 

of Rose Bushes
20% OFF 

All Varieties
Floribunda, Grandiflora, Hybrid Teas,

Shrub Roses And “Knock Outs”
2 GALLON & 3 GALLON POTS

“Perennial Of The Week”
Asiatic Lilies “Lilium”Asiatic Lilies “Lilium”

                 $9.99 One Gallon Pots
Hot Pink, Yellow, Hot Pink, Yellow, 

Red & Orange ColorsRed & Orange Colors
SUN-LOVING, SUN-LOVING, 

BUTTERFLY MAGNETSBUTTERFLY MAGNETS

Treat Dad        To A Cone, 
        Shake or Sundae 
From Elsie’s Creamery

Over 40 Of Dad’s
 Favorite Flavors

STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE SUNDAES
Fresh Baked Shortcake Biscuits Topped With 

Homemade Ice Cream, Strawberries,
Whipped Cream, Nuts & A Cherry!

     We Have All The Fixings!
   Shortcake Biscuits, Whipping Cream,m,  
     Homemade Strawberry Ice Cream
          From Elsie’s Creamery!

Randall’s Kitchen & Delili
SUMMER SALADS

POTATO, PASTA, CUCUMBER, SLAWSPOTATO, PASTA, CUCUMBER, SLAWS
DELI PLATTERS ~ FRUIT & VEGGIE TRAYSDELI PLATTERS ~ FRUIT & VEGGIE TRAYS

80% LEAN USDA 80% LEAN USDA 
GROUND BEEF PATTIES & SLIDERSGROUND BEEF PATTIES & SLIDERS

HOT DOGS & KIELBASA

 

Hodgen Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Landscape Co., 

Inc.Inc.

Celebrating 70 Years
1956-2026

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, 
Designing & Planting

P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949      ✦    Cell (413) 246-9997
Fax (413) 323-4999

hodgenlandscape.com
hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Provincetown by 
Fast Ferry $220

June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch  ......................$185
July 11  ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry ........................  $220
Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699

Turley Publications seeks 
EXPERIENCED WRITERS/JOURNALISTS 

to produce news and/or feature stories 
of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional 
and able to meet strict deadlines

• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo 

Send writing samples with resume to:

www.turley.com

WRITERS

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

cause” and to “show some 
support for the survivors out 
there.”

A survivor of esophageal 
cancer, Meehan took the 
masters of ceremony role 
during the event as he coor-
dinated a raffle which con-
tained numerous unique priz-
es, including a standalone 
arcade cabinet for Street 
Fighter 2.  Donned in a pirate 
outfit, he lead the rained-in 
and yet still spirited crowd 
through reviewing the cos-
tume contest.  Due to even 
crowd response across the 
participants, Meehan declared 
everyone present as a winner.

“Relay is kind of my way 
of giving back,” Meehan said.  
“The fact that I’m still here 
makes me want to make sure 
as many people get the same 
result as I did.  So I do every-
thing I can to kind of further 
the cause, spread the news.”

Those interested in sup-
porting the cause can contact 
the American Cancer Society 
at 1-800-ACS-2345. Meehan 
reported volunteers may also 
use their website at cancer.
org to review and sign up 
for events in their area.  He 
pointed out Road to Recovery 
as one such specific activity, 
a volunteer program designed 
to help cancer patients get to 
their appointments through 
ride sharing.  

“It’s basically a good place 
to get real resources because 
Googling is scary,” Meehan 
said.  

Meehan stated the next 
Relay For Life took place 
in Northampton on June 13.  
Branded as the Relay for 
Life of Hampshire County, 
he reported the Belchertown 
event would be absorbed into 
the existing Northampton 
relay.  He recommended 
anyone interested in partic-
ipating should sign up and 
get involved.  For those con-
cerned with potential cancer 
symptons, Meehan advocated 
to screen early and often with 
qualified professionals.

“Cancer is not a death sen-
tence.  Fight it.  We’re win-
ning.  We’re winning this bat-
tle.  We are increasing can-
cer rates all the time.  If you 
have have symptoms, if you 
have anything that makes you 
think hey, that’s not normal, 
get it checked out because 
early detection saves lives.  
That’s the biggest thing I 
can suggest.  Early detec-
tion saves lives.  So get your 
screenings done.”

RELAY from page 1

Cancer survivor and event lead Brian Meehan poses with volunteers readying for the day’s events.

A live band 
braved 
the rain to 
provide a 
life perfor-
mance for 
the relay 
attendees.

TURLEY 
PHOTOS 
BY BEN 
HERNANDEZ

Eleanore Gray (on the right), described as a fundraising “pitbull” by her peers, continues to 
fight the good fight for the American Cancer Society.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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LETTER

❚ OPINION�

Sentinel
Belchertown, Granby & Amherst
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sentinel@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Nick Brady

nbrady@turley.com
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Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Sentinel is published 
every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

WEB
sentinel.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5 
p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information 
about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

Dear Editor:

Did you go to Belcher-
town’s first annual Pride 
Festival on the common 
last year?  If so, I’m sure 
you remember what a fun 
and meaningful day it was, 
filled with a strong sense of 
community, and capped by 
a joyous march around the 
common. It was inspiring to 

be part of our town coming 
together to recognize and 
support Pride in Belchertown

Belchertown’s second 
annual Pride Festival will 
be held this Saturday, June 
20, from 12 to 5 p.m. on 
the town common.  You 
can sample treats from the 
food trucks, check out the 
vendors, bop along to live 
music, and enjoy fami-

ly friendly activities for all 
ages.  And of course, join the 
parade around the common 
as Belchertown again cele-
brates the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity and affirms that all are 
welcome here.  Hope to see 
you there.

Cindy Loiselle

Residents encouraged to attend Pride Festival

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I think we should have 

a Social Security baseline 
of $2,500 for each person. 

When I retire, my Social 
Security benefit will not 
be enough to survive. 
There are many of us, who 
worked low paying jobs 
all our lives because we 
raised families and only 
started saving later in life. 
Considering all the money 
our government wastes on 
other countries and wel-
fare programs for people 
who have not worked, it 
seems unfair that they will 
not reward those of us 
who contributed to society 
all our lives. 

Signed: Needs More 
Social Security.

 
Dear Needs More: 

For information, the 
concept of a “minimum” 
Social Security benefit 
is not new and, indeed, 
already exists, but it is one 
which few beneficiaries 
qualify for. 

The so-called “special 
minimum benefit” was 
meant to lift low-earning 
workers above the poverty 
line, but less than 32,000 
SS beneficiaries (out of 
about 59 million retirees) 
currently qualify. 

That’s because Social 
Security’s benefit formu-
la turns out to be more 
generous because it is 
based on lifetime earnings 
(wages), while the “spe-
cial minimum benefit” 
program is based on con-
sumer prices. That caus-
es the SS benefit formu-
la to provide a nigher SS 
benefit than is provided 
by the “special minimum 
benefit” option. In other 
words, people get a higher 
benefit because their SS 
benefit is based upon their 
actual lifetime earnings 
vs. an artificially created 
special minimum benefit. 

In short, the existing 
SS benefit formula usual-
ly provides more than the 
established “special mini-
mum benefit.” 

The SS benefit program 
is based on each person’s 
average monthly income 
over their lifetime. 

However, it is very 
important to understand 
that the program is also 
designed to provide a 
higher monthly benefit to 
those with a lower life-
time income. 

Thus, the percentage of 
“replacement income” for 
those with lower lifetime 
earnings is more than it is 
for those with higher life-
time earnings. 

Typically, a lower-life-
time income person will 
get about 40% of their 
average pre-retirement 
monthly income as their 
Social Security benefit, 
whereas a higher-income 
person will get about 20% 
or less of their pre-retire-

ment monthly average 
income. 

In this way, Social 
Security is already a “pro-
gressive” program. But 
it’s important to under-
stand also that Social 
Security, from its begin-
ning, was never meant to 
provide 100% of a per-
son’s income needs in 
retirement. 

Thus, each beneficiary 
should plan to supplement 
their retirement income in 
other ways such as retire-
ment savings, investment 
income, working longer, 
working part-time, etc.  

Having said that, it is 
also important to know 
that Social Security is a 
completely self-sustaining 
program and not depen-
dent on general public 
funding, which would 
make it more susceptible 
to political shenanigans 
(imagine giving re-elec-
tion seeking politicians 
easy access to Social 
Security’s separately held 
resources).

While it is certainly 
true that the government 
spends freely on “welfare 
programs” for those who 
have not worked, Social 
Security is not a pro-
gram, which is dependent 
on government largesse. 
Rather, it is a benefit 
which is earned by work-
ing and contributing to the 
program, which provides 
retirement benefits based 
upon each person’s aver-
age lifetime work income.

 If you expect finan-
cial difficulties when you 
retire, I encourage you to 
visit this website spon-
sored by the National 
Council on Aging (www.
benefi tscheckup.org) . 
Here you can enter your 
zip code and find many 
public programs which 
you might be eligible for 
where you live, including 
assistance with healthcare 
costs, housing, utilities, 
etc.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intend-
ed for information pur-
poses and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dat ion .org /programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.    

Why don’t we have a minimum 
Social Security benefit?

Strawberry culture 101

Melissa, who gardens 
in  Be lcher town 
asked this ques-

tion of the Garden Lady.  
“It’s always so hard to 

install strawberry plants 
and pinch off the flow-
ers the first year. Do you 
really have to?  It would 
be so wonderful to enjoy 
some fruit.”

I completely understand 
where you are coming from! 
Last year I was in the same 
boat. This year, the fruit is 
coming in and boy, am I 
enjoying it!  

Removing the flowers 
redirects the plant’s ener-
gy away from reproducing 
to forming strong roots and 
more shoots, so yes, it rec-
ommended practice. 

I thought you might find 
this column, one of my very 
first, helpful. It contains lots 
of good tips for strawberry 
culture.

I have fond memories of 
strawberry picking. One of 
the first days of summer 
vacation was always spent at 
a local pick-your-own farm 
with my mom, filling boxes 
with luscious red berries.  

Like any kid I did my 
share of sampling out there 
in the rows, and my taste 
buds never forgot the intense 
sweetness found only in 
fresh picked fruit. Now that I 
have my own space to garden 
I am able to go strawberry 
picking in my backyard. 

With a lot of patience and 
a little labor, so can you!

My bareroot strawber-
ry plants arrived by mail in 
early spring. I had prepared 
the sunny space intended for 
them ahead of time, by erad-
icating all weeds and tilling 
in two-inches of finished 
compost and some slow 
release organic fertilizer.  

Lime wasn’t necessary, as 
strawberries prefer a slightly 
acidic soil.  

The plants looked a bit 
limp from their trip so the 
roots were soaked in water 
for an hour to rehydrate 
them prior to planting.  I set 
the crown of the plant right 
at soil level with the roots 
spread over a small mound 
of soil in the hole.  

Keeping in mind that 
strawberries send out runners 
(daughter plants), I set my 

plants in a single row rough-
ly two-feet apart with three 
feet between the rows. This 
wide spacing allowed for 
four daughters to be posi-
tioned four-five inches apart 
from mom and each other.  

Some gardeners prefer to 
pinch away all runners, and 
nourish only the original 
mother plant. Initial yields 
may be higher, but without 
replacement plants the patch 
will expire sooner.  

All blossoms, although it 
is tempting to leave them, 
must be removed the first 
season so that energy will 
be spent on building strong 
roots.

I set up a soaker hose 
among the plants to be 
sure that they would con-
tinue to grow with gusto 
during droughty spells. If 
you choose to do the same, 
be sure to position runners 
under the hose, otherwise 
removing it for winter stor-
age may be a difficult and 
tangled task.  

A mulch of chopped leaves 
conserves soil moisture and 
prevents weeds from sprout-
ing. Evergreen boughs laid 
over the row after the ground 
has frozen lessens tempera-
ture extremes, preventing the 
plants from being heaved out 
of the ground during winter 
freeze/thaw cycles.    

Anticipation begins to 
build in the spring of the sec-
ond season. It is only a mat-
ter of time before the plants 
will be loaded with ripe ber-
ries.  

As new growth emerg-
es remove the protective 
boughs.  Pull stray weeds 
and reapply mulch. If frost 
threatens during blossoming 
cover the plants with spun 
poly floating row covers or 
old bed sheets.  

Keep up with watering. 
Lightweight netting works 

well to deter birds, 
while slugs can be cap-
tured in shallow con-

tainers filled with beer 
and buried at ground level.  
Remove dead slugs and top 
off the beer nightly.

June-bearing strawber-
ries bear fruit for two-three 
weeks. Harvest when the 
berries are bright red; if fruit 
is picked unripe it may turn 
red, but flavor will be sacri-
ficed.  

The season can be extend-
ed a bit by growing early, 
mid and late season variet-
ies, or by growing day-neu-
tral types which bear small-
er amounts of fruit over a 
longer period, from June-
October.  

Nourse Farms (nourse-
f a r m s . c o m )  o f  S o u t h 
Deerfield is an excellent 
local source for strawberry 
plants.  

After fruiting is complete 
mow down the plants with a 
push mower. I had to cross 
reference a few advice books 
before I had the courage to 
do this, but it surely did won-
ders to renovate the bed.  

Rake away the mowed 
leaves, thin runners that are 
too close, and remove the 
oldest plants. Top-dress with 
compost and a sprinkling of 
fertilizer before remulching.

Although labor intensive, 
strawberries are worth the 
work. Managing a strawber-
ry patch in this manner will 
likely keep it productive for 
five years. Imagine, your 
own flavorful memories!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

support community journalism

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news
or community features for 
The Sentinel, please email 
sentinel@turley.com
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

lies.  Crooks stated much of 
her business is generated 
from coming to farmer’s mar-
kets and interacting with town 
residents.  She called farmer’s 
markets an “essential” part of 
her business.

“The wholesale game is 
very hard,” Crooks said.  
“Very competitive.  Going 
against big commercial farm-
ing is always going to be 
hard for local farmers, so 
being able to come here and 
sell directly to people is what 
helps the local economy and 
your local farmers truly the 
best.”

Crooks reported she has 
seen an uptick with the num-
ber of people attending local 
markets, which she concludes 
is not only to an urge buy 
cheaper and more locally, 
but also a residential desire 
to create stronger connection 
with the surrounding area.

“I have actually noticed a 
little bit more of an uptick in 
the markets,” Crooks said.  
“This is the way that people 
recognize as a way to get 
your food, eat very naturally 
and just, like, talk to humans, 
you know?”

“We only sell to farmer’s 
markets,” said Hunter from 
Livingstone Mycology.  A 
former neuroscientist, Hunter 
and his partner were laid off 
from a company who sold 
“biological living material 
to schools across the coun-
try” during Covid times.  The 
sudden transition harbored 
in them a hobby of walking 

nature trails and foraging, 
which inspired their current 
business of selling foraged 
mushrooms.

“Our business turned five 
in Februrary,” Hunter said.  
He reported the business 
required them to work seven 
days a week and much of 
their success could be credit-
ed to working the local farm-
er’s market scene.

Hunter enjoys the ability 
to change common miscon-
ceptions about mushrooms 
and uses his booth to educate 
the populous about regional 
fungi, as well as offer medic-
inal tinctures, cooking mush-
rooms and grow kits for peo-
ple willing to try their hand at 
raising their own mushrooms.

“I have all these studies on 
this binder right here that I 
have accumulated over the 
years,” Hunter said as he 
pointed to a sizable black ring 
binder stationed at the front 
of his booth.  The binder con-
tained a number of up-to-date 
peer reviewed studies related 
to the products on his table.  
He described the farmer’s 
market spirit as one “very 
committed” and “very dedi-
cated.”

“I mean, all of the farmer’s 
markets, they just have such a 
different vibe,” Hunter said.  
“But they all have that com-
munity commitment and real-
ly, that’s what we rely on...
That’s what we’re providing 
when we’re doing markets 
every day of the week; it’s the 
freshest possible thing you 
could ever get.  And that’s our 
goal.”

FARMER’S MARKET
 from page 1

Everything offered 
at the event was 

locally grown and 
fresh from farm to 

table.

Belchertown 
FARMER’S 
MARKET

Every Sunday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
through Oct. 4

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Quabbin Hill Farms sold local produce and meat 
directly from the farm.

Multiple stalls lined the Belchertown Town Common and offered an assort-
ment of baked goods, poultry, pork and refreshments.

What’s going on 
at the Library? 
Check it out!

The Clapp Memoria l 
Library’s Summer Reading 
Programs begin June 20th 
and run through August 
15th! This year’s theme is 
“Plant a Seed…Read!” We 
have programs for kids ages 
0-12, teens ages 12-18, and 
adults ages 18 and up. Keep 
track of what you read, take 
part in exciting challenges, 
attend special summer pro-
grams, and earn chances to 
win great prizes! We’ll be 
kicking off our Children’s 
Summer Reading Program 
on Saturday, June 27th at our 
Touch-a-Truck Event right 
here at the library (see details 
under “For Children”). For 
more information about all 
of our summer reading pro-
grams, stop by the library 
or visit our website: clap-
plibrary.org/summer-read-
ing-programs

FOR GENERAL 
AUDIENCES:

Pamela Means Presents: 
Black, Brown & Beige

Saturday, June 20, 5-6 p.m.
Join us as we welcome 

jazz artist Pamela Means for 
a concert on the Library’s 
front lawn. This new pro-
gram celebrates the artistry 
and cultural contributions 
of Black, Brown and Beige 
musicians; a nod to Duke 
Ellington in title and celebra-
tion. This concert honors art-
ists who have used their voic-
es, their lives, and their art 

to call out injustice, inspire 
compassion, and prove pos-
sibilities of a just and lov-
ing world. Highlighted art-
ists include Bessie Smith, 
Leadbelly, Nina Simone, 
Louis Armstrong, Billie 
Holiday, Marvin Gaye, Tracy 
Chapman, Prince, and more! 
On the front lawn of the 
library, inside Town Hall in 
case of rain. This program 
is funded by the Friends of 
Clapp Memorial Library.

ViewFinder Exhibition 
and Award Reception

Wednesday, July 1, 6-7:30 
p.m.

Join us  for  a  recep-
tion and awards ceremo-
ny for the winners of the 
ViewFinder: Belchertown 
Nature Photography Contest. 
This contest, sponsored by 
the Clapp Memorial Library, 

Friends of Lake Wallace, 
Quabbin Photo Group, and 
the Belchertown Creative 
E c o n o m y  C o m m i t t e e , 
showcases local photogra-
phers capturing the natural 
diversity of Belchertown. 
Light refreshments will be 
served. The winning photo-
graphs will be displayed at 
the Library throughout the 
month of July and, after 
that, will be on the Town of 
Belchertown website.

FOR ADULTS:

Pride Month Movie 
Matinees

Tuesday afternoons in 
June, showings at 3 p.m.

Grab your popcorn for this 
program series! Tuesdays in 
June we’re showing a series 
of films for Pride Month in 
our Activity Room!

Tuesday, June 23: A gay 
couple who run a night-
club are challenged to play 
it straight when their son 
brings home his fiancée--the 
daughter of an ultraconserva-
tive senator. Starring Robin 
Williams and Nathan Lane. 
Rated R, 2 hours. Public 
performance rights provided 
through SWANK.

Tu e s d a y ,  J u n e  3 0 : 
Stonewall Uprising (2010) 
In the early morning hours of 
June 28, 1969, police raided 
the Stonewall Inn, a popu-
lar gay bar in the Greenwich 
Village section of New York 
City. The Stonewall riots, 
as they came to be known, 
marked a major turning point 
in the modern gay civil rights 
movement in the United 
States and around the world. 
TV14, 1 hour, 22 minutes. 

Public performance rights 
provided through Kanopy.

Zen Coloring with Crayons
Monday, July 6, 6-7:30 

p.m.
Create your own zen mas-

terpiece with crayons! Artist 
Marie Tucker will help you 
make your own beautiful 
work of art. Register online 
at clapplibrary.org or call 
413-323-0417. This program 
is for adults 18 years old and 
up. Please register in advance 
by June 29th as space is lim-
ited. All supplies will be pro-
vided. All experience levels 
welcome! Sponsored by the 
Friends of Clapp Memorial 
Library.

FOR TEENS:

Teen Book Club
Wednesday, June 24, 3-4 

p.m.
Are you a tween or teen 

age 12-18? The library has a 
Teen Book Club in conjunc-
tion with the MA Teen Choice 
Book Awards (MTCBA), the 
only book award in the state 
selected by teens. Each month 
teens will read and meet to 
discuss one book from the 
nominee list. On Wednesday, 
June 24th, teens will discuss 
The Dead of Summer by 
Ryan La Sala. Copies of the 
book are available for check-
out at the library’s circula-
tion desk and on the Libby 
and hoopla apps. Snacks will 
be provided at the meeting. 
Email clapplibrarytab@gmail.
com with any questions. All 
attendees will earn a raffle 
ticket for the Teen Summer 
Reading Program.

Teen Crafternoon: 
Diamond-Painting

Pollinators
Wednesday, June 24, 4:30 

- 6 p.m.
Tweens and teens ages 

12-18 are invited to dia-
mond-paint a pollinator 
garden stake! All materials 
will be provided, but space 
is limited; email clappli-
brarytab@gmail.com or call 
the library at 413-323-4017 
to register. All attendees 
will earn a raffle ticket for 
the Teen Summer Reading 
Program. Teens must be reg-
istered for the Teen Summer 
Reading Program to attend. 
This program is funded by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library.

Cupcake Wars
Monday, June 29, 4-5:30 

p.m.
Tweens and teens ages 

12-18 are invi ted to a 
Summer Reading-themed 
edition of Cupcake Wars! 
Participants will be given 
themes and timed rounds to 
decorate their cupcakes and 
can take home their tasty 
treats at the end of the pro-
gram. All attendees will earn 
a raffle ticket for the Teen 
Summer Reading Program; 
the winner will receive a gift 
certificate to Carefree Cakery 
in North Amherst. Teens can 
sign up for the program at 
the library or by emailing 
clapplibrarytab@gmail.com. 
Teens must be registered for 
the Teen Summer Reading 
Program to attend. Space 

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

Please see LIBRARY,
 page 15
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Similar
  4. Have an ambitious 

plan or a lofty goal
 10. No (Scottish)
 11. __ Aires, city
 12. Morning
 14. Senior’s son 

(abbr.)
 15. A notable 

achievement
 16. European nation
 18. Endings
 22. Puts into place
 23. Former
 24. Grenadier
 26. Sea patrol
 27. Algerian port
 28. Norwegian river
 30. Precipitation
 31. Sunscreen rating
 34. New York is one
 36. Patti Hearst’s 

captors
 37. Soft mineral with 

greasy feel
 39. Retired Brazilian 

footballer
 40. An Indian 

nursemaid 
 41. Atomic #24
 42. Immobile
 48. Insignia of royalty
 50. Seeds from which 

chocolate is made
 51. Begin again
 52. Round root
 53. Beginning to end 

(alt. sp.)
 54. What newlyweds 

just said
 55. Empire State
 56. Give back
 58. College hoops 

tournament
 59. Unstable situations

 60. Young women’s 
association

CLUES DOWN
  1. Administer a drug
  2. Holy places
  3. Contrary opinions
  4. Blood type
  5. Gags
  6. Micturating
  7. Silly
  8. A type of “cuff”
  9. Spanish be
 12. Austrian river
 13. Messenger 

ribonucleic acid
 17. Consume food
 19. California 

supermarket
 20. Electronic 

communication
 21. Cassia tree
 25. Written works

 29. Cool!
 31. Noteworthy 90s 

lawyer Kenneth
 32. One who was 

compensated
 33. National symbols
 35. Raising
 38. A type of talk
 41. Cloud
 43. Middle Eastern 

peoples
 44. Pouches
 45. 007’s creator
 46. A cut of meat
 47. Sports 

entertainment 
award

 49. Christine __, 
actress

 56. Relief organization 
(abbr.)

 57. Canadian province 
(abbr.)

and we look forward to all 
that you accomplish.”

Senior Class President 
Faith Ramos then took the 
podium.  During her Class 
Welcome speech, Ramos 
reflected on her time in high 
school and stated though 
people viewed her as some-
one who “got it all together;” 
a perception she made clear 
couldn’t be farther from the 
case.  During her heartfelt 
speech, Ramos grappled with 
perfectionism and her strug-
gles in attempting to be the 
ideal student. 

“I thought being a leader 
meant being perfect,” Ramos 
said.  “I thought I had to fol-
low a specific script, blend in 
and make sure my personal-
ity didn’t make anyone else 
uncomfortable.”

Ramos admitted she spent 
a lot of her time in high 
school keeping up appear-
ances and the exhaustion of 
trying to “fit into a mold that 
wasn’t made for us.”  She 
empathized with the gradu-
ating class’ feelings of inad-
equacy caused by pressures 
to conform.  She nonethe-
less stated “high school was 
a team sport” and it was 
important to show gratitude 
for support systems.

“To the families here 

today, thank you,” Ramos 
said.  “Thank you for being 
our rocks.  You’ve seen us at 
our best and you’ve definite-
ly seen us at our worst when 
we were swamped over our 
laptops at midnight, stressed 
out and exhausted.”

She applauded her class 
for their courage to grow into 
themselves.  She mentioned 
the graduating body was 
one of artists, athletes who 
pushed the limits, activists 
and “brilliant thinkers who 
challenge the status quo” and 
encouraged them to continue 
being themselves in a world 
all too eager to tear them 

down.  She also 
reflected on her 
own journey of 
self-discovery.

“I realized that 
we don’t  owe 
the world a ver-
sion of ourselves 
that makes them 
comfortable.  I 
had to stop look-
ing for everyone 
else’s  approv-
al to realize I’m 
perfect exactly 
the way I am,” 

Ramos said. “Not because I 
don’t make mistakes because 
trust me, I have made plen-
ty, but because I’m entirely, 
un-apologetically, myself.”

Ramos encouraged others 
to follow their own path, to 
be brave enough to pursue 
authenticity and to be cou-
rageous on the journey of 
self-discovery.  As she ended 
her speech, she offered one 
final challenge to the gradu-
ating class.  

“I have one final challenge 
for you,” Ramos said as she 
turned towards her class-
mates.  “Be too much. Be too 

loud about your passions.  Be 
too kind in a cynical world.  
Dream a little too big, love a 
little too hard and be so com-
pletely yourself you don’t 
make an ounce of sense to 
anyone else but you.  You 
don’t need a blueprint.  You 
just need to show us who you 
are.”

Senior Class Treasurer 
Ava-Elizabeth Loughman 
presided over the presen-
tation of the class gift, a 
regional tradition.  The gift 
was revealed to be new 
chairs, an idea proposed 
by the vice president.  In 
the  dedica t ion  speech , 
Loughman mentioned the 
chairs were also representa-
tive of the class spirit, which 
she described as a “strong, 
supportive and tight-knit 
community.”

“This gift represents our 
gratitude to the administra-
tion, teachers, staff, families, 
underclassmen, athletes and 
everyone who has supported 
us throughout our journey,” 
Loughman said as she dedi-
cated the chairs.  “We hope 
these chairs serve the school 
well and provide comfort 
for future students, families 
and community members for 
years to come.”

S a l u t a t o r i a n  M y l i n 
Laliberte’s speech recalled 
her time in high school and 
the nervous anticipation of 
“stepping into a world that 
doesn’t come with instruc-
tions.”  Laliberte spoke on 
the twelve years the class 
spent together as they grew 
up in the school district, get-
ting lost on the first day of 
school, leaving the car run-
ning with the AC on and the 
friendships forged along the 
way.

“Looking back, it’s funny 
how the years we once 
thought would take forever 
suddenly seem to have flown 
by,” Laliberte said.  “The 
moments we couldn’t wait 
to move past are now the 
moments we wish we could 
revisit one last time.”

She encouraged the class 
to look back on what they’ve 
been through and to celebrate 
what they accomplished.  
Laliberte thanked her parents 
for the support through all 
the years and for believing in 
her when she didn’t believe 
in herself.  She thanked her 
classmates for their time 
together and for the lessons 
learned from them.  In the 
speech’s closing words, 
she called upon the class to 
“embrace uncertainty rather 
than fear it.”

“I’m so proud of every-
thing you accomplished,” 
Laliberte said as she closed 
the speech.  “I’m so excited 
for our futures.  I can’t wait 
to see where life takes each 
and every one of us.”

Valedictor ian Kai t lyn 
Curran spoke on the diffi-
culties of writing her speech, 
as she found it hard to distill 
twelve years in the Granby 
school district into a few 
minutes.  She questioned 
what excellence met in the 

classroom and what the real 
high school experience was.

“I found myself asking 
‘how can I even sum up 12 
years of growth, mistakes, 
lessons and memories?’ I 
thought success was mea-
sured in percentages and 
trophies, the tangible items 
that prove you work hard,” 
Curran said.  “While those 
things still matter, I realize 
now they’re only a small part 
of the story. The real measure 
of our high school experi-
ence isn’t found on our tran-
scripts...it is truly the people 
that define the place.”

Curran reminisced on rac-
ing to the swings at recess, 
eating lunch with the same 
people she knew since kin-
dergarten and prom.  She 
stated the things people 
remembered most about high 
school wasn’t the grades or 
their overall academic per-
formance, but in the little 
moments they shared with 
the people around them.  She 
asked the class to recall their 
best memories in Granby as 
she guessed at what those 
memories contained.

“You’re probably remem-
bering a time where you 
laughed so hard with your 
friends your stomach hurt,” 
Curran said.  “Or the time 
a teacher told you they 
believed in you when you 
felt like giving up...We’ve 
spent the last four years 
surrounded by people who 
are just as foolish about the 
future as we are.”

Curran referred to the 
teachers who guided them 
through the past four years as 
“anchors” who gave them the 
chance to grow, to make mis-
takes and the opportunity for 
self-discovery.  She thanked 
the teachers for being patient 
when the class was strug-
gling, for being kind when 
the class was confused and 
supportive “when we didn’t 
ask for help.”  She empha-
sized the value of the human 
experience, the importance 
of community and “what it 
means to be a part of some-
thing.”

“We hope we do you 
proud,” Curran said.  “I hope 
for all of us this:  we contin-
ue to value people over per-
formance, that we remember 
the strength of showing up 
even when it’s hard...no mat-
ter how far we go, we stay 
grounded in the truth that 
who we are matters more 
than what we achieve.”

Social  Studies teach-
er Norman Racine, intro-
duced by Senior  Class 
Corresponding Secretary 
Allison Maslak, was hand-
picked by the Class of 2026 
to be a guest speaker for the 
class.  During his tearful 
speech, Racine thanked the 
class for the honor.

“I really do appreciate it 
but it reminds me of some-
thing that I have caught 
myself saying so many times 
this year,” Racine said as 
he addressed the beginning 
words of his speech to the 
graduates.  “I really did not 

expect this and I’m touched 
that you guys selected me.  
Thank you.  I hope that I can 
deserve this and I won’t let 
you down.”

Racine reflected on get-
ting hired in July 2000, on 
the fact he had spent half 
of his working life at the 
school and how his time in 
the district changed him.  
As he recalled his time, he 
mentioned he “used to care 
more about essays and test 
scores” than he did at the 
present time.  He stated what 
mattered to him now was 
getting to know the students 
and to help them on the way 
to being good people.  He 
asserted the real journey was 
yet to begin for the class.

“I mean no disrespect but 
this is high school we’re 
talking about.  Graduation is 
a big deal but I don’t want 
any of you to think that this 
is it, that you’re peaking 
here,” Racine said.  “You’re 
only on the start of your jour-
ney...Be brave and creative.  
Be adventurous and make 
mistakes.  You’re young and 
you have plenty of time to 
figure out what you want 
to do with the rest of your 
lives.”

The Social Studies teacher 
applauded his “squad” and 
thanked them for helping 
him make a better version of 
himself.  He expressed grat-
itude for the times he shared 
with both the class and staff 
and how essential it was to 
show the people in their lives 
how much they cared.  As 
his speech came to a close, 
Racine urged the students to 
share their feelings with each 
other.

“You’ve truly taken care 
of me,” Racine said to the 
graduates.  “Please do this 
with your friends and family 
and teachers.  Tell them that 
you care.  Tell them that they 
have made a difference and 
thank them for the time that 
you have shared with each 
other.”

Super in tenden t  Mary 
Jane Rickson offered a brief 
speech prior to the diploma 
acceptance ceremony.  In her 
speech, she discussed the 
meaning of the class’ cho-
sen theme song “Life is A 
Highway.”  She stated the 
song was about treating life 
as a journey filled with twists 
and turns, one each stu-
dent wouldn’t have to travel 
alone.  Using the analogy of 
a car race, Rickson described 
the people who help along 
the way as a “pit crew” in 
place to aid the graduates 
throughout the course of 
their life.  She mentioned the 
point of life wasn’t the desti-
nation, but the path taken.

“Success is not about just 
crossing the finish line.  It 
is about growth, humil-
ity, resilience and relation-
ships that we build along the 
way,” Rickson said.  “Life is 
a highway and today marks 
the beginning of an exciting 
new stretch of your journey.  
Congratulations, graduates.”

GRANBY GRADS
 from page 1

Congratulations GRANBY HIGH SCHOOL Class of 2026
Senior Class 

President 
Faith Ramos 
encourages 

graduates to 
carve their 

own path 
in the years 

ahaed.

 Excited graduates and fami-
lies line up to prepare for the 

day’s events.

Senior Class Treasurer Ava-Elizabeth 
Loughman reveals the class gift of chairs 
to Granby Junior Senior High School 
staff.

CROSSWORD PUZZLECROSSWORD PUZZLE
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EARLY
DEADLINES
In observance of July 4th, there will 
be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES 

& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 2
– Thank you!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ............
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 6/18-6/24/26

$222

lb

USDA INSP. 
FATHER’S DAY CHOP
CHULETA PORK KAN KAN ..

USDA INSP. FROZEN

VARIETY PACK
CUT UP CHICKENS 15 LB BOX .....
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

POLSKA KIELBASA
TURKEY 13 OZ 
or REGULAR 14 OZ ...................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

SUPER SIZE 
APPLE PIE 
LATTICE TOP 5 LB ..........................

$1399
ea

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ..............

$299
lb

ea
$379

$144
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

JONAH CRAB
FULLY COOKED ..........................$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$888
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 1 LB .........................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

lb
$369

INFLATION

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIBEYE
TOMAHAWK STEAKS

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST LOUIS PORK RIBS ...........

$335
lb

$399

lb

lb

$977
lb

$1499
lb

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

USDA INSP. DEUTSCHMACHER

NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ..........

$1199
ea

$999
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

   

GREAT ON THE GRILL

case of an emergency.”  The 
chief stated he would be fine 
with giving them 20 spots 
should the need arise.

Merrill agreed with the 
assessment but questioned 
if a re-approach would be 
necessary should their lot be 
reclassified as a 20 spot area. 
He expressed his hesitations, 
as “this was about a year pro-
cess” for the initial request, 
and was concerned a reclas-
sification would force them 
to go through the current pro-
cess again.

“As we start to approach 
another  cycle  with the 
licensing, just reach out to 
myself or to whoever here at 
town hall and just indicate 
that, yes, you would like to 
explore the 20,” Town Clerk 
Glen Saxton said.  “The 
chief, Chief Briant would go 
out there, re-investigate and 
they would come back with 
their recommendations.”

Merrill stated they agreed 
with the planning board’s 
decision and mentioned they 
highly doubted they would 
“even be getting getting to 
the capacity” they were 
talking about in their first 
year of selling cars.  Merrill 
mentioned the only reason 
they considered selling vehi-
cles was due to customer 

feedback.
“We really did this because 

we have so many people say-
ing ‘you guys do a great job 
working on the cars. We want 
someone we can trust to buy 
a vehicle from,’”  Merrill 
said.  “And that’s really the 
kind of service we want to 
provide.  So that’s where it 
came from.”

Smith and Merrill plan to 
start with five cars on the 
premises.  Merrill reiterat-
ed they weren’t comfortable 
with more until they knew 
how many cars would “move 
in and out” of the lot.  The 
current business works as an 
appointment-based service 
and includes online sched-
uling services.  The Select 
Board asked how many vehi-
cles on average they would 
have in the lot.

“Changes every day,” 
co-owner Aldina Smith 
said.  “Today I had four cars 
parked out front because 
we had bigger jobs and they 
were all in the garage.”

The motion to approve 
the Class II license was pro-
posed and voted on by the 
Select Board.  The license 
is good until Dec. 31.  With 
the license approval, Smith 
Merrill Incorporated is one 
step closer to their dealership 
goals.

Congratulations GRANBY HIGH SCHOOL Class of 2026

The Class of 2026 enter to “Pomp and Circumstance” by Ed-
ward William Elgar

Superintendent Mary Jane Rickson reminds 
graduates to appreciate the journey over the 
destination.

High school students, soon to be graduates, march to the day’s proceedings.

 The Class of 2026 
performs the

 ceremonial cap toss 
after receiving their 

diplomas.

Principal 
Allison Jor-
dan greets 
the crowd 

and begins 
the opening 

ceremony.

Valedictorian Kaitlyn 
Curran urges com-
munity and to value 
people over process.

 Salutatorian Mylin 
Laliberte reflects on the 
past and encourages 
gratitude for the bonds 
forged along the way.

Social Studies teacher and class-appointed guest speaker 
Norman Racine thanks the class for making a difference.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

LICENSE from page 1
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YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE HOMEHOME PROs

Build Your  
Business

CALL: 
413.283.8393

EMAIL: 
nbrady@turley.com

Special Advertising Rates 
for Local Small Businesses 
- Ad Design Included!

Reach local 
households, 
in print 
and online!

HEREHERE

OVERHEAD DOORS

Call Today for  Professional Installation 
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

PAINTING

413-813-7328
Dustin Pennington

• INTERIOR 
• EXTERIOR 
• RESIDENTIAL 
• COMMERCIAL

Start your interior 
projects today!

www.penningtonpaintingco.net

LAWN & GARDEN

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945

TRAILER SALES

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Enclosed

Utility
Dump

Equipment

TREE WORK
INSURED AND CERTIFIED

dlangtree.com
■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding
Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GLASS

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

BELCHERTOWN – In an 
effort to defray the costs (tro-
phies, permits, entertainment, 
flyer printing, and distribu-
tion, etc.), the Belchertown 
Lions Club is appealing to 
our local businesses to have 
an 18” x 24” weather-resis-
tant sign with ground stake 
custom-printed and promi-
nently displayed on the Town 
Common during the event 
on Aug. 8.   We will handle 
the set-up design and print-
ing for a donation of $100. 
All proceeds from this year’s 
car show will stay local-
ly as we support our Senior 
Center,  Fuel Assistance 
P r o g r a m s ,  Ve t e r a n s ’ 
Organizations,  Scouting 
America, Girl Scouts, Relay 
For Life, Aaron’s Day, local 
Food Pantries, Belchertown 
Little League, College and 
Continuing Ed. Scholarships 
for seniors at BHS and 
Pathfinder, as well as emer-
gency requests regarding 
sight and hearing concerns.

Alternately, or in addition 
to the sponsor sign, busi-
nesses can opt to submit an 
item or gift certificate in 
any amount to be displayed 
for a Pick-A-Prize raffle -- 
where attendees can purchase 
a sheet of 25 tickets…and 
place as many of their tickets 
into whichever gift bags they 
desire.

If you are the owner or 
representative of a local 
business and would like to 
sponsor a ground sign, kindly 
email Lion Mike Mathras at 
mmathras@charter.net, and 
you will promptly receive the 
necessary information to do 
so.

If you would like to donate 
a gift certificate or prize for 
our raffle table, please get in 
touch with Barb Greene at 
br123199@charter.net

As you consider your 
donation, please keep in 
mind that all profits from 
the sale of food, raffle tick-
ets, and sponsor signage at 

this event will go directly to 
the local charities mentioned 
above.

Stay tuned for upcom-
ing information regarding 
the “Cruisin’ the Common” 
Car Show in the Sentinel, 
by visiting our website at 
www.belchertownlionsclub.
com, or by checking out our 
Facebook page: Belchertown 
Lions Club.

Lions Club seeks sponsorship 
for upcoming car show event

BELCHERTOWN – 
Belchertown Community 
Ya r d  S a l e  R e t u r n s 
the First Weekend in 
August Belchertown, 
MA — The Belchertown 
Community Yard Sale 
is set to return for its 
third year, continuing to 
establish itself as a grow-
ing summer tradition in 
Western Massachusetts. 
The event will take place 
the first weekend in August, 
from July 31 through Aug. 2 
(Rain dates: Aug. 7 to 9). 

Over the past two years, 
the Belchertown Community 
Yard Sale has welcomed 
thousands of visitors from 
across the region, transform-
ing the town into a destina-
tion for treasure hunters and 
community engagement. In 
2025 alone, the event drew 
more than 6,400 visitors and 
raised over $4,000 for the 
Belchertown Senior Center 
and Council on Aging, con-
tributing to a total of more 

than $7,000 raised for local 
non-profits and community 
initiatives since its inception. 

For 2026, the event is 
proud to announce that its 
beneficiary will be the Clapp 
Memorial Library, further-
ing its mission of supporting 
vital community resources. 

As the event grows, orga-
nizers hope to solidify the 
Belchertown Community 
Yard Sale as a signature 
annual tradition, making the 
first weekend in August a 
must-visit experience for res-
idents and visitors alike. 

Registration for house-

holds  and  vendors 
will open on May 1. 
Participation is open to 
all, with a cost of $30 
for individual house-
holds and $60 for ven-
dors wishing to sell at 
the Town Fields. Sellers 
across Belchertown will 
be featured on an offi-
cial event map, guid-
ing visitors to over 100 
sales throughout town. 

Maps will be sold at the 
Town Fields, 60 State Street, 
Belchertown, for $5. 

Event organizers welcome 
local business sponsors and 
community volunteers to 
help expand the reach and 
impact of the event. Those 
interested in sponsoring, vol-
unteering, or learning more 
can contact Organizer Kris 
Lynds at belchertownyard-
sale@gmail.com 

For additional details, 
updates, and registration 
information, visit www.
belchertownyardsale.com

Community Yard Sale coming 
back first weekend in August
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—Granby 
a n d  B e l c h e r t o w n 

combined for a total of 
six goals during last 
Thursday night’s Pioneer 
Valley Summer Soccer 
League Boys B-Division 
match-up. 

The only scheduled 
meeting of the prestigious 
summer league regular 
season between the neigh-
boring high schools con-
cluded in a 3-3 draw  on 
the turf  fie ld at  the 

MacDuffie School in Granby.
“I’ve coached most of these 

kids at the youth level for 
the past seven years. They’re 
going to be freshmen at the 
high school in the fall,” said 
Belchertown coach Jonathan 
Casella. “We were trailing 
by a goal at halftime, and we 
managed to tie the score in 
the second half.”

T h e  o t h e r  s u m m e r 
league coaches listed on 
the Belchertown roster are 
John Haluch and Margaux 
McDonald.

While Belchertown has two 
boys’ soccer teams competing 
in the summer league, Granby 
only has one squad.

The Orioles (1-0-1), 
who were the home team 

in last Thursday’s match, 
began the summer league sea-
son with a 1-0 road victory 
against West Springfield at 
the beginning of last week.

They’ll be playing all their 
summer league home games 
at the MacDuffie School 
because the grass fields at the 

Jabish Brook Middle School 
and Belchertown High School 
are being refurbishment.

Granby, who played their 
first match of the summer 
league season, didn’t receive 
their uniforms before the sea-
son opener.

“I thought it was an out-

standing effort for our first 
game of the summer league,” 
said Granby coach Jacob 
Calery. “We were able to take 
the lead at the end of the first 
half, but we did get a little bit 
tired in the second half, espe-
cially on a hot night.”

The Rams other two sum-

mer league coaches are Brian 
Carillon and Hector Santiago.

The PVSSL, which is 
beginning i ts  44th sea-
son, was started by William 
Kolodziey in early 1980’s.

Belchertown took a 1-0 
lead 15 minutes into the 
opening half when the ball 
got away from Granby goalie 
Jacob Weglarz and Quinten 

Rams, Orioles battle to drawRams, Orioles battle to draw

LUDLOW – Last Sunday afternoon, 
June 7, Maine Footy made their annu-
al visit to Luistano Stadium. The New 
England Mutiny continued their suc-
cess against the Footy, defeating Maine 
4-0. The UWS win was followed by a 
win at the Worcester Wanderers 3-0. 
The Mutiny did suffer a USL-W loss 
against Hudson Valley 2-1 last Tuesday. 
The Mutiny will face Hudson Valley 
against on Saturday, June 20 at Luistano 
Stadium. 

Mutiny defeats Maine Footy
Eva Blatz sends a 

free kick away.
Milla Lee starts up the field.

Gabby 
Williams 
goes after a 
loose ball.

Sophia Scyocurka tries to overcome an 
opponent.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Valentina Molinari looks to get around an 
opposing player.

Quinten Chen shoots and makes a goal for Belchertown.

Nico Fazio 
sends a 

pass away.

Jeffrey Duprey gets 
the throw-in.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER— Before the 
start of the high school 
baseball season, the Palmer 
Parks Department installed 
a portable outfield fence at 
historic Legion Field.

While the new fence is 
a nice addition to the field, 
it didn’t help the Monson 
Post 241 Legion team very 
much in their season open-
ing 4-3 extra inning loss 
to Westfield Post 124, last 
Wednesday night.  

After  Westfield Post 
124 took the lead with an 
unearned run in the top of 
the eighth inning, Monson 
loaded the bases with two 
outs in the bottom half of 
the frame. 

Their rally began with 
catcher Kyle Kaczuwka 
drawing a walk against 
righthanded relief pitch-
er Jakob Elmer. Then first 
baseman Liam McGrath 

blasted a shot to deep left 
field. In previous years, it 
most likely would’ve been 
an inside the park home run 
and Monson would’ve cel-
ebrated a walk off victory. 
However, the ball bounced 
over the new fence for a 
ground rule double. 

“If the fence wasn’t there, 
Liam’s hit would’ve tied 
the score and we probably 
win the game,” said Monson 
manager Steve Tripp. “This 
is the first year that they put 
up the outfield fence during 
the high school baseball 
season. I asked Jeff Pardo, 
who’s the new Director of 
the Parks Department, if 
they would keep the fence 
up for the Legion season. 
It wound up costing us in 
tonight’s game.”  

With runners on second 
and third base, Westfield 
manager Don Irzyk, who’s 
the former Athletic Director, 
and varsity baseball coach at 
Pathfinder Tech, elected to 
intentionally walk shortstop 
Matt Santos, which loaded 
the bases. The move worked 
out in Westfield’s favor as 
Elmer retired the next bat-
ter on a pop-up which was 
caught by the second base-
man ending the ballgame.   

Monson, who had won 
their previous two season 

Post 241 
edged in 
extras

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Sebastian Mayberry catches the ball.

Grayson Griswold slides into second.

Please see BATTLE, 
page 12

Please see LEGION, 
page 13
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S O U T H  H A D L E Y  – 
Teddy Bear Pools and Spas 
wasted no time last Monday 
evening at South Hadley 
High School, sending eight 
men to the plate in the bot-
tom of the first and not look-
ing back en route to a 15–0 
blanking of PeoplesBank. 
The margin was never in 
question.

The first inning estab-
lished the tone with swift 
and relentless efficiency. 
Bailey Griggs drew a walk 
that scored a run, Xavion 
Maldonado doubled  to 
bring home two more, a 
PeoplesBank error allowed 
another pair to score, Sean 
Rosemond drew a walk 
to push across yet another, 
and Alex Gochinski ground-
ed out with enough to score 
one more. Six runs — before 
PeoplesBank could exhale.

The scoring resumed in the 
second when Travis Kagan 
singled to plate one, and the 
third inning became an exer-
cise in patience and plate 
coverage. Ray Toth hit a sac-
rifice fly, Willie Landman 
singled to center, Griggs sin-
gled to right, Kagan ground-
ed into a fielder’s choice, 
Ty Evans doubled to center, 
Rosemond singled down the 
right-field line, and Ryan 
Magni singled down the left-
field line — each driving in 
a run. Seven different play-

ers contributed to that inning. 
Kagan finished the night with 
four RBI on a single hit, the 
most efficient line on the 
card.

Nate Kelleher-Mochak was 
untouchable on the mound. 
The starter worked five 
innings without allowing a 
run, giving up just two hits, 
striking out four, and walking 
one. It was the kind of outing 
that makes a winning pitch-
er’s night feel almost anticli-
mactic — he threw strikes, 
got outs, and watched his 
offense do the rest.

Jackson Lavalley absorbed 
the loss for PeoplesBank, 
lasting just one inning and 
allowing one run on one 
hit. The final score reflect-
ed a difficult evening for the 
visitors, who managed only 
two hits on the night — one 
apiece from Hogan G and 
Macdonald.

Teddy Bear collected 10 
hits as a club, with Magni, 
Rosemond, and Maldonado 
each going 2-for-the-night. 
Equally notable was the 
team’s discipline at the plate: 
eight walks drawn, with 

Griggs and Gochinski each 
earning two. Teddy Bear also 
played a clean game in the 
field — no errors, with Evans 
handling the most chances at 
five. On this Monday, every-
thing worked.

 

Teddy Bears Pools scores rare win over defending champs

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
ABOVE: Cam MacDonald makes a strong throw to first.
CENTER: Mason Barcomb sends a throw to first for 
Teddy Bear Pools.
LEFT: Bailey Griggs slings a throw to first base for an 
out.

Dave Clark 
picks up a 
grounder 
for Peoples-
Bank.

Chen fired a shot into the 
back of the net. 

Following a water break, 
Granby had the opportuni-
ty to tie the score, but Gabe 
Helbok’s shot attempt was 

saved by Belchertown goalie 
Logan Alves.

Helbok, who’s wrapping 
up his sophomore year, is a 
co-captain of the Rams sum-
mer league team along with 
Logan Carmody. The duo 
were also members of the 

varsity squad last fall.
Late in the first half, 

Helbok tied the score at 
1-1 following a break-
away goal.

The Rams then 
t o o k  t h e  l e a d 
with five sec-
onds remaining 
in the opening 
half, which is 
35 minutes 
long.

A Granby player was 
fouled inside the penalty area 
resulting in a penalty kick.

Samuel Crawford stepped 
up to the spot and booted a 
shot into the right corner giv-
ing his team a 2-1 halftime 
advantage.

About two minutes into 
the second half, the Orioles 
tied the score for the second 
time when Nico Fazio put a 
shot into the left corner of 
the net from the top of the 

box.
A couple of min-

utes later, the Rams 
retook the lead again 
following Helbok’s 
second goal of the 
match.

Belchertown man-
aged to score the 
tying goal when 
Faz io  de l ivered 
a pass to Braden 
Wakefield,  who 

put a shot into 
the net.

Wa k e f i e l d 
a n d  D a m o n 

Ranzie are the co-captains 
of the Orioles B-Division 
squad.

Both teams had a couple 
of shots on goal during the 
final 15 minutes of regula-
tion, but the score remained 
tied. 

BATTLE from page 11

Amare Fernandez heads up the field. Gabe Helbok dribbles up the field for 
Granby.

Austin Camody hustles up the field with 
possession.

Leo Fisher 
smashes a 

free kick.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Chase Steininger tries to trap a bouncing ball.

Send Us Your Sports Photos!

sports@turley.com

HOLYOKE – The Valley 
Blue Sox (6-1-1) took down 
the Danbury Westerners 
(3-5) by a score of 4-2 June 
13, driven heavily by strong 
pitching performances from 
RHP Jackson Hinchliffe 
(R ichmond)  and  RHP 
Jake LeFrancois (UMass 
Lowell).

It was the second night 
in a row where the Blue 
Sox’s starter pitched at least 
five complete innings and 
was relieved by one pitcher 
who finished the rest of the 
game. 

The ability of Valley’s 
starters to consistently work 
efficiently through the fifth 
inning as well as head coach 
John Raiola’s willingness to 
keep his starters in the game 
seemingly have a correlation 
to the team’s early success. 
Opponents in 2026 have 
not left a starting pitcher 
in more than 3.2 innings 
against the Blue Sox. Valley 
has done so in all but one 
game this season.

“It’s all them and their 
ability to throw strikes and 
to get off the field,” Raiola 
said. “We talk a lot about 
trying to get length in five 
or six innings, whatever 
it is. But the reality is, it’s 
pitch count more than any-
thing. And if we have quick, 
efficient innings, then they 
can keep going.”

Hinchliffe did exact-
ly that on Saturday night. 
His final line from June 13 
was six innings pitched, 
four hits, zero earned runs, 
three strikeouts, and zero 
walks, all on 70 pitches. 
LeFrancois, who earned the 
nine out save, pitched three 
innings, allowing one hit, 
one earned run, striking out 
two and walking none.

“100 percent,” Hinchliffe 
said when asked if his per-
formance showcased the 
kind of pitcher he’s built 
himself to be. “With the 
two-seam sinker thing, just 

Blue Sox out to 
impressive start

SPRINGFIELD  –  St. 
Louis Blues President of 
Hockey Operations and 
General Manager  Doug 
Arms t rong   announced 
t o d a y  t h a t  t h e  t e a m 
has  signed  Steve Ott  to a 
two-year contract exten-
sion as head coach of the 
Blues’ AHL affiliate, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds. 

Ott, 43, took over as 
Springfield’s head coach 
on January 19, 2026.  In the 
club’s final 34 regular-sea-
son games, he led the team 
to an 18-14-2 record, clinch-
ing a berth as the sixth seed 
in the Atlantic Division 
for the 2026 Calder Cup 
Playoffs.  Ott then guid-
ed the Thunderbirds to the 
Division Finals following a 
first-round series win over 
the third-seeded Charlotte 
Checkers and a historic vic-
tory over the Macgregor 
Kilpatrick Trophy-winning 
Providence Bruins (the reg-
ular-season champions) in 
the Division Semifinals. 
Springfield’s win over 
Providence marked the sin-
gle biggest upset in AHL 
history, as the two teams 

were separated by 38 points 
in the regular season.

Ott originally joined the 
Blues’ coaching staff on 
May 25, 2017, spending 
seven seasons as an assistant 
coach before being elevated 
to associate coach ahead of 
the 2024-25 season.  During 
his tenure, the Summerside, 
Pr ince Edward Is land, 
native helped the Blues 
compile a 350-244-74 regu-
lar-season record and make 
five postseason appearanc-
es, including 2019, when he 
played an instrumental role 
in helping the organization 
capture its first Stanley Cup 
championship.

As a player, Ott put 
together a 14-year NHL 
career, including 122 reg-
ular-season games and 21 
postseason games with 
the Blues after the team 
acquired him via trade 
from the Buffalo Sabres on 
February 28, 2014.

Overall, he appeared in 
848 career regular-season 
games, totaling 288 points 
(109 goals, 179 assists) and 
1,555 penalty minutes.

T-Birds agree to bring 
back head coach Ott

Please see BLUE SOX, 
page 13
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 Marvel® 
Mystery 
Oil
16 oz.
TW  MM 12R

$639
/each

SAVE

20%

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

openers, finished the 2025 
regular season with a 7-6 
record and went 1-2 in the 
state playoffs. There are nine 
returning players this season.

“We do have a lot of 
returning players, but we’re a 
young team,” Tripp said. “We 
have a couple of eighth grad-
ers and a freshman on our 
roster. We’ll be losing only 
four players due to their age.”  

McGrath, who’s wrap-
ping up his junior year, is the 
only member of the Quaboag 
Regional  baseball  team 
listed on Monson’s roster. 
Besides being a first base-
man, McGrath was the ace 
of the Cougars pitching staff 
this past spring.

Kaczuwka, who graduat-
ed from Ware High School a 
couple of weeks ago, is the 
only member of the Indians 
baseball team playing for the 
Legion team this summer.

B o t h  M c G r a t h  a n d 
Kaczuwka are returning 
Legion players.

Most  of  the  Monson 
Legion players either attend 
Palmer High School or 
Pathfinder Tech. 

One of the players from 
Palmer High is Theo Haley, 
who suffered a season ending 
injury at a preseason practice.

Monson’s starting pitch-
er in the season open-
er versus Westfield (1-1) 
was righthander Brayden 
Mega, who graduated from 
Pathfinder Tech a year ago.  
He was a member of the 
Monroe University baseball 
team this past spring.

Mega pitched the first five 
innings allowing three runs 

(two earned) on five base 
hits. He walked four and 
recorded seven strikeouts.

“Mega had around a 
1.28ERA for us last year,” 
Tripp said. “He only allowed 
three runs, and I thought he 
pitched well in his first start 
of the season.”

Two of Mega’s walks came 
in the first inning, but he 
ended that frame with a pair 
of strikeouts.  

The r ighthander,  who 
made a throwing error in the 
first inning, wasn’t as fortu-
nate in the following inning.

Westfie ld  took a  1-0 
lead when leftfielder Jacob 
Maynard smacked an RBI 
single into right field. Second 
baseman Camden Witczak 
(2-for-4) knocked home two 
more runs with a flyball dou-
ble to left field.

The visiting team managed 

to put the 
l e a d o f f 
hitter on 
base  in 
seven of 
the eight 
innings. 
They left 
a total of 
13 run-
ners on 
b a s e , 
i n c l u d -
ing  the 
b a s e s 
l o a d e d 
twice.

“ W e 
issued too many walks and 
made a couple of errors,” 
Tripp said. “We were on the 
edge of being blown out in 
tonight’s game. We did get 
out of a couple of jams, 
which is good to see.”

C e n t e r f i e l d e r  D y l a n 

Holbrook and right field-
er Emerson Boronski both 
made outstanding diving 
catches for the home team.

Mega got himself out 
of one of those bases load-
ed jams in the fifth inning, 
which kept the score 3-0.

Monson tied the score 

against righty starting pitch-
er Donovan Cummings with 
one out in the bottom of the 
fifth.

Boronski walked on a 
3-and-2 pitch before scoring 
on a wild pitch.

Mega was hit-by-a-pitch 
and he also crossed the 
plate following a wild pitch. 
After the next hitter struck 
out, third baseman Sebastian 
Mayberry belted a double to 
left field, which scored the 
game tying run.

“The double by Mayberry 
got us back into the game,” 
Tripp said. “It was a big hit.”

At  that  point ,  Elmer 
replaced Cummings on the 
mound.  

Cummings retired the first 
ten batters that he faced.

Mayberry, who’s a righty, 
relieved Mega at the start of 
the sixth inning. He allowed 

two base runners in both the 
sixth and seventh innings. 
None of the runners scored, 
which sent the contest into 
extra innings.

An RBI single by center-
fielder Jacob Barnes gave 
Westfield a 4-3 lead with one 
out in the eighth inning.

Monson couldn’t tie or win 
the game in their final at-bats 
of the game

LEGION from page 11

Kyle Kaczuwka frames up a pitch. Liam McGrath is safe on a 
pickoff throw.

Mathew Santos goes high to 
make a catch.

Brayden 
Mega sends 

a pitch 
home.

W I N C H E S T E R , 
N.H. - Modified super-
star Brian Robie added to 
his legacy at the great race 
place Saturday, topping 
the $5,000-to-win Open 
Modified Winchester 101 at 
Monadnock Speedway.

The reigning and multi-
t i m e  s p e e d w a y  6 0 4 
Modified champion set fast 
time in qualifying and then 
outran a stout 18-car field 
to earn the big payday at 
his home track, the site of 
scores of feature victories by 
the Sunapee speedster over 
the last decade.

In other events Saturday 
on the high banks, Hillary 
Renaud survived a wild one 
to notch her first Limited 
Late Model victory of the 
season, Eric Pomasko ended 
a long drought by topping 
the Mini Stocks, and Young 
Guns sensation Dylan Stati 
won for the sixth week in a 
row.

The start of Saturday’s 
main event was postponed 
earlier for one hour, ten min-

ute rain delay but when the 
night’s top show went green, 
nobody was more ready 
than Kimball, except maybe 
Robie, who started back in 
row four.

In  qua l i fy ing  Robie 
set fast time with a lap of 
11.713 around the high 
banked quarter-mile. He, 
Meservey, and Joey Jarvis 
each eclipsed the 12-second 
mark. With Kimball second 
and Meservey third in the 
main event, current week-
ly 604 Modified top points 
man Tyler Leary was fourth, 
and  NASCAR Whelen 
Modified series regular Kyle 
Bonsignore was fifth.

Kimball, from row two, 
took the lead from Bleau on 
lap one, with Robie quickly 
up to third on lap six and 
blasting into second a lap 
later. Kimball then held an 
eight-length advantage.

Wi th  r e ign ing  MRS 
champ Bret t  Meservey 
storming into Robie’s shad-
ow, Kimball rode all alone 
at the front, but his advan-

tage vanished when a Chris 
Pasteryak spun that brought 
out the caution flag and, 
with it, brought Robie to the 
leader’s door on lap 29.

Robie was quick to cash 
in on the opportunity, taking 
charge on lap 30 and hold-
ing Kimball and Meservey 
at his bumper until heavy 
rain swept in mid-race, 
effectively ending the show. 
After a meeting of track 
management and the racing 
teams, the race was declared 
official.

Hillary Renaud was jos-
tled backward early in the 
night’s Twin States Truck 
Services  Limited Late 
Model main event but when 
the chips were on the line, 
the Vernon, VT star was in 
the right place at the right 
time to score her first win of 
the summer.

Wesley Stedt powered into 
the early lead, with Renaud 
and previous winner Robert 
Hagar close behind. With 
Renaud shuffled back in the 
top groove, Hagar held the 

point, just ahead of Stedt 
and Daniel Petrowicz, who, 
like Hagar, had trophied the 
night before at Claremont.

Petrowicz rubbed past 
Hagar on lap 28, but a cau-
tion flag put Hagar back 
at the top, Three laps later, 
with the checkered flag 
high in chief starter Chris 
Horton’s hand, Petrowicz 
again tried to muscle his 
way to the front, this time 
sending the top three cars 
spinning wildly across the 
finish line.

Renaud, whose ride ended 
half way to pit road, walked 
away with her first victory 
of the summer. Hagar, who 
was somehow able to drive 
away from the carnage, 
was second, and Erik Smith 
third. Petrowicz, whose 
destroyed car had to be 
scraped from the frontstretch 
wall, was credited with 
fourth, and Michael Lashua 
was fifth.

Popu la r  ve te ran  Pa t 
Houle led the first  15 
laps of Saturday’s Keene 

Towing  and  Recovery 
Mini Stock 25-lapper, with 
Eric Pomasko challenging 
until inching ahead on lap 
16 and the two crafty vets 
- each many moons from 
victory lane - went to work. 
When Houle’s ride quick-
ly dropped off pace, former 
track king Louie Maher was 
quickly into second.

Maher tried over and 
over to wrest the top spot 
from Pomasko but  the 
Peterborough speedster 
refused to budge, hold-
ing strong to earn his first 
win in years. With Maher a 
strong second, potent Craig 
Chaffee impressed in third, 
Tim Paquette finished fourth 
and Houle came home fifth.

Pre-teen ace Dylan Stati 
won for the sixth week in 
a row Saturday, topping the 
Doug’s Auto Body Young 
Guns 15-lapper with ease. 
Maeve Barry was second on 
the night.

Obie wins rain shortened $5k Winchester 101 Modified
getting weak contact early in 
counts allows you to get deep 
in games, save the bullpen and 
let the defense work.”

As of the morning of June 
14,  Hinchliffe and RHP 
Dylan Reid (Brown) lead the 
NECBL in innings pitched, 
each with 11.0. 

Hinchliffe’s second start 
was a nice recovery after his 
first start of the season where 
he lasted five innings, but 
allowed five earned runs and 
five hits. For LeFrancois, it 
was his fourth appearance of 
the season and his second in 
three days. 

With the Blue Sox still 
waiting on select arms to join 
the team for the summer, the 
bullpen has stepped up in a 
major fashion with relievers 
recording longer outings in 
order to preserve other pitch-
er’s arms.

“When you play every sin-
gle day you can’t just go 1-1-1 
and not have guys available,” 
Raiola said. “You need some 
length at times and you have 
in this case, [LeFrancois] 
down for a couple days. We 
have the off day on Tuesday, 
and we’ll get him back on 
Wednesday. And so, it sets 
us up nicely for Sunday and 
Monday.”

BLUE SOX from page 12
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

PRAYERS 
ANSWERED

THANK YOU Thank you St. Jude for 
prayers answered and publication prom-
ised. J.M.C.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports memo-
rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
os, ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
 SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
budget friendly, committed to satisfaction, 
dependable & insured. Master Lic. #20773-
A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text or call Dan-
iel at 413-218-3301 or visit my website at 
dannyselectricllc.com to fill an online 
work request.

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
B&D PAINTING – Home improvement 
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List. 
413-727-9846.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090.
 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

VOLVO ENTHUSIASTS/
COLLECTORS!

1998 S-70 Volvo w/cracked engine, body/
interior very good. New: radiator, alternator, 
remanufactured rims, good tires. $1500 
OBO. Text 413-579-2903.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200. 
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK
CHICKENS FOR SALE.

Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred. 
All large brown New England type layers. 
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

PAINTER’S HELPER. 
Part-time, experience preferred, 
must have own transportation. 

413-310-5099.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM, 1.5 bath, condo in 
Chicopee. Very quiet, parking/2 cars. 
First/last/security. Just remodeled. $1600. 
413-204-9828

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00
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$27.50
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$28.00
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$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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AUTO BODY
R E E C E  A U T O  B O D Y 
Com plete Auto Body, Paint & 
Repair, auto glass, computerized 
paint matching, also routine car 
maintenance. Free estimates. Old 
Springfield Rd., Belchertown. 
413-323-6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops, 
Screen Repairs. New Computer 
Sales and Accessor ies,  PC 
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades, 
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-
1122. John Alix, Owner.

GUNSMITH
SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS 
Full service full time gunsmith. 
40 Years experience. Located at 
450 State St., Belchertown.
413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal 
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012. 
Great cuts for men and women. A 
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR ANCE 
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main 
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel. 
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591. 
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto, 
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN &  PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel 
H o r s e ,  S c a g ,  J o n s e r e d , 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., Amherst, 
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROOFING
R O B E R T S  R O O F S  C O . , 
INC.  Trus ted  name s ince 
1982. Commercial, industrial, 
res ident ia l .  Specia l iz ing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat roofing. 
Snow Removal. Fully licensed. 
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING,  INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales & 
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs, 
trailer hitches, trailer repairs, 
welding, fabrication, lawnmower 
repairs .  330 Harkness Rd. , 
Amherst. 413-253-4867

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS26P0365EA
Estate of: 

Karen Frances Devine
Also known as: 
Karen F. Devine

Date of Death: 04/21/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Kristie A. Landon 
of Belchertown, MA  requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Kristie A. Landon of Belcher-
town, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 07/06/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 

to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 

Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 08, 2026  

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

06/18/2026

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

❚ PUBLIC NOTICE�

❚ OBITUARY

Anne “Betsy” Merritt 
Grim, 71, died peacefully 
on June 8, 2026 
a f t e r  a  b r i e f 
battle with an 
aggressive can-
cer. Surrounded 
by  t he  fami -
ly she loved so 
fiercely, she left 
this world in the 
same way she 
lived her life-
with love, laughter, and 
those closest to her by her 
side.

Born  to  Cyrus  and 
Barbara Merritt ,  Betsy 
grew up in a close-knit Irish 
family whose commitment 
to one another shaped the 
way she lived her life. She 
was often described simply 
as “the kind one.” Family 
members knew they could 
count on her, whether they 
needed advice, reassurance, 
or simply someone to listen 
to them.

Betsy’s greatest partner-
ship was with her husband 
Kirk, with whom she built 
a life centered on fami-
ly and unconditional love 
through 46 years of mar-
riage. They began their life 
together in South Hadley, 
Massachusetts, before set-
tling in Belchertown, where 
they lived for 35 years 
and built deep roots in the 
community. Belchertown 
became home in every 
sense of the word-where 
they raised their three chil-
dren and grew lifelong 
friendships. Their home was 
the natural gathering place 
for neighborhood children, 
family, and friends.

As a mother and grand-
mother, she was a steady 
presence in the lives of 
those she loved. As her 
children established homes 
and families of their own, 
she remained their biggest 
supporter, offering encour-
agement, practical help, 
and the reassurance that 
she was only a phone call 
away. Known affection-
ately as “Gramma B,” she 
delighted in being part of 
her grandchildren’s every-
day lives and special mile-
stones alike.

Professionally, Betsy 
dedicated more than three 
decades to Community 
Options in Belchertown 
MA, where she served as 
Program Director. Helping 
individuals with devel-

opmental disabilities find 
meaningful employment 

and build inde-
penden t  l ives 
was more than 
a career-it was 
her calling. She 
believed deep-
ly in the dignity 
and potential of 
every person she 
served. The peo-
ple whose lives 

she touched became much 
more than clients; they 
became part of an extended 
family.

C o m p a s s i o n  g u i d e d 
every aspect of Betsy’s life. 
Whether caring for aging 
parents, supporting family 
members through difficult 
times, welcoming new addi-
tions to the family with one 
of her handmade quilts, or 
simply showing up when 
someone needed help, she 
gave of herself freely and 
without expectation. Her 
love was expressed not 
through grand gestures but 
through a lifetime of pres-
ence, reliability, and care.

Betsy also treasured 
time spent with family and 
friends. She enjoyed sum-
mers on Cape Cod, trav-
eling throughout Ireland 
and Europe, and gathering 
with the people she loved. 
Whether at home, traveling 
abroad, or sharing time with 
friends, she valued connec-
tion above all else.

Betsy will be remem-
bered for her quiet strength, 
her warm hugs, and the way 
she made people feel seen 
and cared for. Though there 
are not enough words to 
fully capture the impact she 
had on the lives around her, 
her legacy lives on in the 
family she cherished, the 
community she served, and 
the countless people who 
were fortunate enough to 
know and love her.

Betsy is survived by 
her husband, Kirk Grim 
of Fredericksburg, VA, 
he r  ch i l d r en  Co l l een 
Barlow of Fredericksburg, 
VA, Christopher Grim 
o f  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . 
and  Br idge t  Gr im of 
Springfield, MA, son-in-
law Scott Barlow, daugh-
ter-in-law Lee Ann Grim, 
her grandchildren Connor, 
Ryan and Rowan Barlow 
and Cassady Grim, her 
siblings Mark Merritt of 
Isle-of-Palms, SC, Pamela 

Brisson of Naples, FL, 
Susan Trompke of Granby, 
MA, Patricia Pancione of 
Whately, MA, and numer-
ous in-laws, nieces, neph-
ews, and friends. She was 
pre-deceased by her par-
ents and brother Timothy 
Merritt.

A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated on Wednesday, 
July 8,  at  11 a.m. at 
S t .  Franc is  o f  Ass i s i 
Church in Belchertown, 
Massachuset ts .  Family 
and friends are invited to a 
Celebration of Life at 1:30 
p.m. at The Boathouse in 
South Hadley.

In  l i eu  o f  f lowers , 
m e m o r i a l  c o n t r i b u -
tions may be made to 
C o m m u n i t y  O p t i o n s 
o f  B e l c h e r t ow n  M A 
(CommunityOptionsMA.
org).

Anne Grim, 71

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

DEATH NOTICE

Grim, Anne
Died June 8, 2026
Services July 8, 2026 
at 11 a.m.
St. Francis Assisi 
Church, Belchertown

is limited. This program is 
funded by the Friends of the 
Clapp Memorial Library.

Summer Dungeons & 
Dragons for Teens

Mondays: July 6, 13, 20, 
& 27, August 3 & 10, 1-2:20 
p.m.

Calling all Belchertown 
Teens for Summer D&D! 
The Undying Sands are a 
shifting, treacherous place. 
You are starting forth from 
the Great City of Sand in 
pursuit of a treasure sto-
len, and greater wealth to 
be gained… Get together 
with fellow teens for this 
epic adventure! Space is 
limited, please email tman-
n ino@cwmars .org  wi th 
any questions and to regis-
ter. Confirmations will be 
sent out to teens confirming 
enrollment or waitlist status.

FOR CHILDREN:
Sweet Seeds of Summer 

Drawing Classes for Kids 
Ages 7-11

T h u r s d a y,  Ju n e  2 5 , 
Monday, July 13 & Tuesday, 
Aug. 4, 4:30 - 6 p.m.

Learn to draw some sum-
mer fruits and their seeds! 
Each class includes drawing, 
telling stories, and the juicy 
goodness of summer fruits. 
Registration is required, and 
you can sign up for all 3 ses-
sions or just one. Visit our 
website at clapplibrary.org or 

call 413-323-0417 to regis-
ter. Completed artwork from 
the first two classes will be 
put on display at the Library 
during the month of August. 
Children must be registered 
for the Summer Reading 
Program to participate.

Touch-a-Truck Summer 
Reading Kick Off 

Celebration
Saturday, June 27, 10 a.m.- 

12 noon
Library Parking Lot
Hands on fun with the 

Belchertown community! 
Get up close to Belchertown 
Fire trucks, Police cars, 
Public Works vehicles, and 
more! Don’t miss our Special 
Guest! Free books for chil-
dren while supplies last. 
Register for our Summer 
Reading Program, “Plant A 
Seed, Read!” Cindy’s Drive-
In’s new ice cream truck will 
be here with treats for fami-
lies to purchase. No registra-
tion is required to participate 
in this event. This is a rain or 
shine event but not a severe 
storm event. This event is 
funded in part by the Friends 
of Clapp Memorial Library. 
Free books are funded by the 
Friends of Clapp Memorial 
Library and a grant by the 
CFCE grant (Coordinated 
Family and Community 
Engagement).

Magic: the Gathering
Saturdays: June 20, July 

11, 18 & 25, Aug. 1, 10:30 
a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Join us for Magic the 
Gathering in the Activity 
Room. Bring your own deck 
or use one of our learning 
decks. Everyone is welcome, 
however players must be flu-
ent readers. Players under the 
age of 10 must have a care-
giver who is at least 14 years 
old on the Library premis-
es. Join us for every session 
or just one - it’s up to you! 
We will have two instruc-
tors to help get games start-
ed and assist with the rules 
of the game. No registration 
is required. Join the email 
list so if the group needs to 
be postponed, we can noti-
fy you, by sending an email 
to Jennifer at jwhitehead@
cwmars.org. We will not be 
meeting on June 27 or July 4.

Clapp Memorial 
Library Hours:

Monday 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Thursday 
9:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 

9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

*The library will be closed 
on Friday, June 19th for the 
Juneteenth holiday.

LIBRARY from page 7

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Medical Center will host 
Nurses Rock ’26, a free 
appreciation concert for all 
nurses, regardless of where 
they work, on Friday, June 
19 in Springfield. This event 
is Holyoke Medical Center’s 
salute to nurse heroes and is 
free for nurses. 

Holyoke Medical Center’s 
Nurses Rock event will 
include free food, drinks, 

giveaways, a DJ, dance party, 
and live music featuring 
MiniKiss–the hottest littlest 
band in the world. 

“Holyoke Medical Center 
is proud to honor all nurs-
es, regardless of where they 
work, with this free appre-
ciation event,” says Sr. Vice 
President of Patient Care 
Services and Chief Nursing 
Officer at Holyoke Medical 
C e n t e r,  M a rga r e t - A n n 

Azzaro DNP, RN, CENP. 
“This is our way of say-
ing thank you to all nurses 
for everything they do. We 
encourage nurses to join us 
and have fun.”

Doors will open at 5:30 
p.m. Nurses interested in 
learning more and registering 
for the event are encouraged 
to visit HolyokeHealth.com/
nursesrock. 

Holyoke Medical Center to host Nurses Rock
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E

K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

Your Private Sanctuary
Start and end your day in a space designed for serenity and superior 
functionality at every stage of your life. We transform dated bathrooms into 
luxury spa retreats that evolve with your lifestyle. Using premium materials like 
Corian® and Wilsonart®, we create seamless, easy-to-clean surfaces that stand 
the test of time. From smart storage solutions to accessible walk-in designs, 
experience the perfect blend of elegance, safety, and long-term durability.


