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Marisa Egerstrom and Loren Walker stand in front of their art and the Scarboro Institute for Cosmic Botanists.

By Murphy Fitts
Correspondent

“[Pansey Park] was an
obvious choice for this year’s
event once it was brought up,”
said Walker.

Over the weekend Walker
hosted the micro festival with
June 1 concluding the festi-
val and inviting the public to
come together and interact
with the art.

As the community entered
the Scarboro Station they

BELCHERTOWN - On
June 1, Loren Walker hosted a
night of art and music inspired
by the 19th century botanical
attraction Pansey Park.

This event was sponsored
by the Belchertown Cultural
Council.

were welcomed with a back
story as to what Pansey Park
was. Many of the resources
were provided by the Jones
Library.

Walker, also known as
Professor Emitt Zomting,
generated the installations
alongside Marisa Egerstrom.

The event included art
created by Egerstrom as the
main artist and live acous-

tic jazz music from the band
Nectar. Art from other artists
was also displayed.

“This event was most-
ly driven by Marisa,” said
Walker.

Walker and Egerstrom
partnered up to create this
growing piece of art, but this

Please see SCARBORO,
page 13
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ATM sees record
attendance

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - On
May 31, the town wit-
nessed a record-break-
ing attendance. The
Selectboard said more than
1,000 people came for the
Special and Annual Town
Meeting to go over and dis-
cuss and vote on the total
52 articles on the warrants.

From the Selectboard,
Acting Chair Lesa
Lessard-Pearson, Jen
Turner, Whitney Jorns
Kuhnlenz, Nicole Miner,
and Jon Ritter were pres-
ent, and from the Finance
Committee, Chair Laurie
Shea, Michael McMorrow,
Angela McCall, and Katie
Longley.

Also present were
Moderator Ben Farrell,
Town Manager Steve
Williams, Town Clerk
Terry Camerlin, Town
Accountant Jill Rossi, and
Town Attorney Greg Corvo.

Special Town Meeting:

Chair of the Finance
Committee Laurie Shea
and member Angela
McCall presented the
articles for town meeting
members to vote on.

Article 1 was to approve
the transfer of funds from

several different town
accounts to other accounts
for FY25. Town meeting
members voted to pass by
a majority.

Article 2 was to trans-
fer from available sums
$58,503 for one-time cap-
ital items including an air
conditioning unit for the
Town Hall and an asbes-
tos abatement for Jabish
Broom Middle School.
Town meeting members
voted to pass by majority.

Annual Town Meeting:
Articles 1-7

Articles 1 through 7,
housekeeping articles, all
passed either unanimous-
ly or by majority, which
included nominating offi-
cers, two Almoners of the
Whiting Street and Mrs.
Susan M.D. Bridgam
Funds for one year each,
and one Trustee of the
Calvin Bridgam Fund for
three years,

The articles were also
to hear the reports of
the committees, deter-
mine hourly rates for the
Board of Assessors and
Board of Health, appropri-
ate funds for legal coun-
sel in court tax cases, for
the Selectboard to apply
for and accept funds for

Please see ATM, page 4

BGA Eagles hold pickup game
to prepare for upcoming clinic

By Emily-Rose Pappas month.
Staff Writer From Thursday, June 25,
epappas@turley.com through Saturday, June 28,

there will be a clinic for the
BGA Eagles football and
cheer teams, open to all in
grades two through eight, no
prior experience necessary.
“For football, we’ll go over
skills and drills that build
speed, agility, and athletic
movements like throwing and
catching. It will culminate
in a flag football game,” said
Kris Carver, President and
Senior Team Head Coach.
“It’s designed to build excite-
ment, teach fundamentals,

BELCHERTOWN - Sports
are a great way to bring
together people of different
ages and backgrounds in one
unified way to have fun and
get together with the commu-
nity.

The Belchertown Granby
Amberst Eagles held a Pickup
Game last weekend, where
the cheer and football teams
got together to play a game
in preparation for the clinic
coming up at the end of the

and help new families see
what we’re all about.”

“A cheer clinic is an action-
packed workshop where kids
rotate through stations, learn-
ing new moves and building
confidence. We break down
movements into easy-to-learn
steps,” said Amber Mastej,
Vice President and Director
of Cheer.

During the cheer clinic, the
members of the cheer team
get a t-shirt and a hair bow
to take home, and will learn
cheers with a combination of

Please see GLINIC, page 10
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Running out of the blow-up helmet at the Pickup Game.
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Beloved neighbor celebrates
her 100th birthday

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - Last
Friday, neighbors, friends,
and family gathered at
Christopher Heights for a
special birthday for Lucy
Cincotta’s 100th birthday,

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Birthday girl Lucy Cincotta and her daughters, Gloria Grace
and Nancy Holmes.

which was on Monday,
June 2.

members from Christopher
Heights, put together the
birthday party, and the room
filled with people who
came to share their love and

Friends and family, and

Please see LUCY, page 4

Relay for Life event embraces ‘down on the farm’ theme

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - This
past Saturday, the town com-
mon was the site for the
annual Quaboag Valley Relay

for Life event.

The opening ceremony
began with Brian Meehan
acknowledging all the indi-
viduals and organizations
who have contributed so
much time and support to
make this year’s Relay for
Life possible.
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Meehan reminded all

who attended the event that
it helps support research to
defeat cancer. Numerous
local businesses in the com-
munity and surrounding
communities sponsored this
year’s Relay for Life in the
Quaboag Valley.

The Quaboag Valley Relay for Life took place on the Belchertown common this past Saturday.
Cancer survivors in the community marched in the Survivor’s Lap.

“These businesses help
push us in the right direc-
tion,” Meehan said.

Several banks were sup-
porting sponsors such as
North Brookfield Savings
Bank, Country Bank and
Easthampton Savings Bank.
There were about 20 spon-
sors in total that supported
this year’s Quaboag Valley
Relay for Life.

Town departments also
participated in the Relay for
Life including the Police
and Fire departments and the
Department of Public Works.
These departments brought
vehicles to the common for a
Touch a Truck event.

Over by the parked vehi-
cles, Tall Tree Landscape
LLC of Belchertown provid-
ed one of its trucks to display
the American Flag.

The Belchertown Lions
Club ran the food concession
for the event, cooking up
hamburgers, hotdogs, chick-
en tenders and French fries.
All the proceeds from food
sales went to support Relay
for Life.

Please see RELAY, page 7



PAGE 2 THE SENTINEL . THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 2025

DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-418-4212

¥

o)
v
N

|.\|

bt e
Rk

y e
e R

i

|l-.-‘ ('

INSURED AND CERTIFIED



THE SENTINEL . THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 2025

PAGE 3

I COMMUNITY

Town meeting looks at
roadways and acceptances

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
Annual Town Meeting
included over fifty articles,
and although most of the
attendance dropped after the
financial articles were dis-
cussed and Prop 2 Y2 official-
ly passed, the attendance still
sat at record-breaking highs
in the 800s.

Articles to Help
Our Neighbors

Article 28 was about
approving and establishing
aid to the elderly taxation
fund, which will give tax-
payers in town the option to
donate with an earmark on
their taxes towards the fund
in order to assist the elderly
with their taxes. The article
passed unanimously.

Article 29 was to establish
a Town Veterans Assistance
Fund, which will allow tax-
payers to donate towards
helping veterans pay their
taxes, and it passed unani-
mously.

The Selectboard defines
“services to the town” in
Articles 30 and 31 as work-
ing for the town on a volun-
teer basis. Some examples of
these services include Town
Hall filing, working in the
school cafeteria, supervising
school programs, etc. People
must be evaluated to see if
they qualify for these posi-
tions

Article 30 establishes the
Selectboard to allow people
over the age of 60 to volun-
teer to provide services in the
town and receive a deduction
in their property tax. This
article passed unanimously.

Article 31 authorizes the
Selectboard to establish a
program to allow qualifying
veterans or their spouses to
volunteer to provide services
to the Town, and this was
passed by majority.

Article 32 was to see if the
town would vote in favor of
increases to the real property
tax exemption for qualifying
veterans and their spouses
each year by any increase in
the Consumer Price Index,
and it passed by a majority.

Article 33 passed by
majority, and would grant
qualified veterans and their
spouses an additional real
property tax exemption in
the amount of 100% of the
exemption the taxpayer oth-
erwise qualifies for.

Local Acceptance Statutes
and 25 mph Speed Limit
Article 26, which was

passed by a majority, was to

approve additional compen-
sation for the Town Clerk.
Article 27 concerned nomi-
nation papers and was passed
unanimously.

Article 34 would allow
the Selectboard to establish
a speed limit of 25 miles
per hour in thickly settled or
business districts in the town.

Many other towns in the
region, including Granby,
South Hadley, Holyoke, and
others have already adopted
the 25-mph speed limit, and
Belchertown was looking to
do the same.

The change in speed limit
would aid in addressing the
complaints of the communi-
ty to the police department
about speeding.

“What this article is
attempting to do is regulate
the speeds on the roadway
in thickly settled areas,” said
Williams. The article passed
by majority vote.

Roadway Acceptances

The Planning Board
brought to Town Meeting
two different roadways to
be accepted that are already
in place, Hickory Hills
Subdivision and Woods Edge
Road.

Town Planner Doug
Albertson explained to town
meeting members that the
paperwork and roads are
completely done, and the
articles were to establish the
town to take over the main-
tenance and running of the
roads. These are not new
roads.

Article 35 would authorize
the Selectboard to acquire by
gift, purchase, and/or emi-
nent domain the fee to and/
or easements in the road-
way known as Hickory Hills
Subdivision, and it passed by
2/3 majority.

Article 36 was to accept
the public roadway Woods
Edge Road and authorize the
Selectboard to acquire by
gift, purchase, and/or emi-
nent domain the fee to and/or
easements, and it passed by
2/3 majority.

Zoning Bylaw
Amendments
Planning Board Vice Chair
Mike Hofler and Chair Dan
Beaudette presented to the
town meeting members four
new articles concerning zon-
ing bylaw amendments.
Article 37 was to add a
definition of a Contractor’s
Yard, and it passed by major-
ity. Article 38 was to modify
the existing bylaw to com-
ply with state law, and it also
passed by majority.
Article 39, on Accessory
Dwelling Units, was to mod-

ify the existing bylaw in
order to comply with state
law and added language to
ADU developments, and it
passed by majority.

Article 40 concerned State
School buildings and zoning
by Grapevine Restaurant.
The zoning parcels were sur-
veyed this year, and the arti-
cle would be to turn it into a
business district. The article
passed by majority.

Community Preservation
Act Appropriations

Article 41 was to appro-
priate from the Community
Preservation Fund an esti-
mated annual revenue a sum
of $2,500 for the admin-
istrative expenses of the
Committee for FY26, and it
passed unanimously.

Article 42 concerned tak-
ing from the Community
Preservation Historic
Preservation Fund $9,700 to
restore the grave stones at the
South Street Cemetery under
direction of the Veterans
Graves Officer, and it passed
unanimously.

Article 43 was to take
$24,000 to preserve historic
town records, and it passed
unanimously.

Article 44 was to take from
the Open Space Preservation
Fund $5,000 to prepare a
survey of the assessor’s par-
cels and the open space we
currently own, and it passed
unanimously.

Article 45 was to take from
the Historic Preservation
Fund $3,700 for the historic
Firefighters Museum at 31
North Main Street $3,700,
and it passed unanimously.

Article 46 was to take from
the Historic Preservation
Fund $157,349 to preserve
and rehabilitate the 1893
Horse Barn at Lampson
Brook Farm on State School
property at 275 Jackson
Street, and it passed by
majority.

Article 47 was to take from
the Open Space Preservation
Fund $6,200 to rehabili-
tate the historic McPherson
Garden, and it passed unani-
mously.

Article 48 was to take from
the Open Space Preservation
Fund $50,000 to undertake
the Aquatic Restoration pro-
gram for the Tri-Lakes sys-
tem, which passed unani-
mously.

Article 50 was for
$200,500 to rehabilitate and
restore the parking lot at the
Town Beach on 21 Town
Beach Road and the storm-
water management system,
and it passed unanimously.
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Belchertown Select Board
approves new town logo

BELCHERTOWN —
The Belchertown Branding
Project Committee is
pleased to announce
that the Select
Board has officially
approved the town’s
new logo, marking a L
major step forward
in a multi-phase ini-
tiative to strengthen
Belchertown’s visual
identity, community
pride, and economic
development efforts.

The new logo was
approved during the Select
Board’s regular meeting on
Monday, May 19, by a vote
of 4-1. Designed to capture
the character and history of
Belchertown, the logo fea-
tures the town’s iconic roll-
ing hills, a tribute to the his-
toric Town Common, sym-
bols of Belchertown’s agri-
cultural heritage, and a visu-
al reference to the Quabbin
Reservoir — a defining fea-
ture of the town’s modern
development.

“The logo is meant to
reflect who we are as a
community — our past,
present, and the land-

pod

scape that connects it
all,” said Chris Martin,
Clerk of the Belchertown

Vo=

Belchertown

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The new logo for our town.

Branding Project
Committee and Chair
of the Communications
Committee. “We’re thrilled
the Select Board supported
this vision.”

More than 300 residents
participated in a public vote
on the logo, selecting the
final design by a margin of
8 to 2. The project is fund-
ed through the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
and represents a commu-
nity-driven investment in
Belchertown’s future image
and outreach, aimed at fos-
tering community pride,
strengthening the town’s
business base, and attracting
new economic opportunities.

In addition to the new
logo, future phases of the
project include digitizing
the official town
seal, which will be
reserved for for-
mal and legal uses
— and creating
a comprehensive
branding guide.
This guide will pro-
vide detailed direc-
tion on how the
new logo and relat-
ed elements should be used
across town departments,
public signage, and commu-
nication materials.

The logo was created by
Locality Studio, with proj-
ect management provided
by Arts Equity Group. Both
partners will continue to
work with the Belchertown
Branding Project Committee
to complete the remaining
phases of the initiative.

With the Select Board’s
approval, the Committee
will begin implementation
and provide regular updates
to the community as the
branding project progresses.

Belchertown Annual Town Report now available

BELCHERTOWN -
The Town of Belchertown
Annual Town Report is now
available to residents and
interested parties. In a con-
tinued effort to promote sus-
tainability and provide con-
venient access to important
community information, the
report can be accessed in the
following ways:

Online via the Town
Website: Visit https://www.
belchertown.org.

By Scanning the QR

Code: See QR Code below.
Printed Copy at the
Finnerty House: For those

who are unable to view the
report electronically, a limit-
ed number of printed copies
are available at the Finnerty
House, 1 South Main Street,
Belchertown, MA 01007.

This year’s report
includes updates on town
operations, financial sum-
maries, and departmental
achievements. The digital
format reduces paper usage
and allows residents to eas-
ily reference and share the
document.
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LUCY from page 1

appreciation for Lucy.

“Her work ethic [is my
favorite thing about her],”
said Nancy Holmes, Lucy’s
daughter. “She maintained
her own home, and she
always gardened.”

One of the cakes for her
special day was dedicated
like a vegetable garden to
celebrate her many years and
love for tending her vegeta-
ble garden.

“She inspired me most by
how she went about her day,
every day. She always had
a mission, and she accom-
plished it. She was stubborn,
and still is at one hundred,”
said Gloria Grace, Lucy’s
oldest daughter.

Lucy Cincotta spent
her life doing what she
set her mind to, and
blessed the people she
came into contact with,
spreading smiles and
cheer wherever she
went.

She grew up on a
farm in Agawam and
worked on the farm
with her siblings,
where they learned
all sorts of things, and
went on to instruct her
children.

“We have wonderful
memories of growing
up on the farm, and
we learned so much
from her,” said Grace.
“I consider myself
very blessed to have
her in my life, and I
know there’s a special
place in heaven for her.”

From going to the lake to
adventuring in Florida and
all over, Lucy loved to spend
her time adventuring, and as
she celebrates one hundred
years on earth, she reflects
on her time and life.

“I never thought I"d live
this long, but I feel blessed,”
said Lucy. “Everyone came
out to see me, and I hadn’t
seen them in ages. It’s won-
derful that they are here.”

She greeted her friends
and family who came to see
her with tears in her eyes and
a humble gratitude for every-
one coming to celebrate her.

Lesa Lessard-Pearson of
the Selectboard came to give
her a letter from the town,
wishing her a happy birth-

—ore Gyadfed yeays fooed
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

LUCY
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A poster of Lucy on her
20th and 100th birthdays.

day and celebrat-
ing her. Senator
Jake Oliveira
also came with
a letter from the
Senate, as well as
a letter from State
Representative
Aaron Saunders.
“You are an
. inspiration, and
the town want-
ed to share how
lucky we are to
have you,” said

Photos of her life and memories with family, in-
cluding her beautiful wedding portrait.

Lessard-Pearson.

“I love the way she plays
volley-balloon, and she
would play for hours if I
let her,” said April Kosuda,
Activities Director at
Christopher Heights. “She’s
the sweetest woman and has
a kind heart and always says
hello.”

“I love her sense of humor,
and she has a great belly
laugh. She’s a very sweet
and kind lady with the big-
gest heart,” said Director of

Lucy with her nephew and niece,

Marketing and Admissions
Lorna Stone.

Lucy is a welcome mem-
ber of Christopher Heights
and a beloved mother, moth-
er-in-law, aunt, sister, and
friend to many, sharing her
infectious smile and laughter.

“She was always there for
us, and she always makes a
point even now to talk to us
and check in with all of us,”
said Holmes.

Mike and Janet Misischia.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
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A crown fit for a queen for
Lucy to wear on her birthday.

ATM from page 1

the Highway Improvement
Program, and appropriate
funds for the Cemetery Lot
Development Account.

Article 8a-8p: Budget,
Capital, and
Financial Articles

Members of the Finance
Committee read out sections
a through p under Article 8
for the Financial Articles, all
passing by majority or unani-
mously, which included:

Raising and appropri-
ating funds for the Finance
Committee for FY25, a total
appropriation of $2,528,854
for general government,
according to the Finance
Committee’s report.

For the Prop 2 ¥2 Override,
the town meeting members
voted by majority to pass the
Public Safety article 8c for
$5,827,591 for a new ambu-
lance, and an override of
$35,544,353 for the School
Department.

Town meeting mem-
bers also voted to pass
$1,578,736 for Pathfinder
Regional Vocational School,
$2,276,472 for DPW,

$424,599 for the Landfill
Enterprise Fund, $1,798,523
for the Sewer Enterprise
Fund, $332,870 for
Stormwater Enterprise Fund,
$1,000,988 for the Human
Services Department, and
$1,025,299 for Culture and
Recreation Departments.

The financial articles
also voted to pass includ-
ed $1,016,634 for DPW
Buildings and Grounds,
$7,205,117 to the Pensions
and Insurance Accounts,
$82,098 for the Unclassified
Accounts, and $890,321
to the Interest and Debt
Accounts.

$500,000 was approved
for the Capital and One-Time
Expenditures Account to
cover a DPW Wheel Loader,
EMS building renovations,
DPW CDL dump truck body,
two fan/coil and hot air units
at the police station, and the
JBMS asbestos abatement.

Articles 9- 17, and 49
Article 9 passed by major-
ity for a free cash transfer of
$420,912 for one-time and/or
capital items, and Article 10
passed by majority to autho-

—_—

The high school’s gymnasium was packed with a record-breaking attendance last weekend.

rize the Selectboard to enter
one or more lease purchase
agreements for the DPW
vehicles and other equip-
ment.

Article 11 passed by

majority to authorize the
School Department to enter
into agreements for lease
or purchase of a School
Department vehicle, which
would replace the existing
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20-year-old van that no lon-
ger meets code, and funds
have already been approved
at no additional cost.

Article 12 passed by
majority to authorize the
Selectboard to lease or pur-
chase and equip a Police
Department Canine Cruiser,
and Article 13 passed
by majority to allow the
Selectboard to enter into
agreements to lease or pur-
chase photocopiers.

Town meeting mem-
bers then made a motion to
change the order of articles
to jump to Article 49, which
passed by majority.

Article 49 dealt with the
Community Preservation
Fund and was brought for-
ward by the Chair of the
Community Preservation
Committee to ask the town
to consider voting in favor
of $246,000 for Belchertown
High School’s playing field
that requires better water
drainage management. The
article passed by a majority.

Article 14 was to move
from Free Cash $194,267
to the Stabilization
Fund, $158,402 for the
Belchertown Community
Channel Television, $3,500
to the Belchertown Cultural
Council, and $32,378 from
Free Cash to the Other
Post Employment Benefits
Liability Trust Fund. Articles
14, 15, 16, and 17 passed
unanimously.

General Bylaw
Amendments:
Articles 18-25
The Selectboard made a
motion to combine Articles

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

18-21 for the sake of dis-
cussion, and the motion
passed unanimously. The
Selectboard then moved
to amend the Code of
Belchertown, Chapter 91,
Personnel, which includes
the adjustment of the range
that town personnel are paid
between July 1, 2025, and
June 30, 2026.

Steve Williams explained
the way the payment for
employees works, and
how raises are given based
on the budget at that given
time. “We have some of
the best employees in all of
Western Massachusetts in
Belchertown,” said Williams.
Town meeting members
voted on Articles 18 to 21
passed by majority.

The Selectboard moved
to combine Articles 22 and
23 for the sake of discus-
sion, and the motion passed
by majority. Article 22 was
to change the appointing
authority for the various offi-
cers and employees in town,
and Article 23 was to change
the appointing authority from
the Selectboard to the Town
Manager. Articles 22 and 23
passed by majority.

Article 24 is to bring the
Fire Department up to code
with other towns by making
specific upgrades as needed,
including the proper stor-
age for hazardous waste and
materials. Article 24 passed
by majority.

Article 25, which was on
the Animal Control Bylaw,
concerned fines that may be
assessed for the violations to
the bylaw, and it passed by
majority.
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Upcoming events

BELCHERTOWN—The
Clapp Memorial Library has
several great programs and
events coming up in the first
week of June. There’s some-
thing for everyone!

Belchertown PRIDE on
Town Common

Sunday, June 1, 1 p.m. to
5 p.m.

Stop by our table and say
hello! Flag raising will be
followed by a parade and
festival. Enjoy vendors, food
trucks, music, and family
friendly activities.

The Marquis de Lafayette:
Hero of Two Worlds

Monday, June 2, 6 p.m. to
7 p.m.

Betty Allen Chapter
NSDAR presents the story
of General Lafayette
through the eyes of his
wife, Adrienne. Join us and
learn of the importance
that Lafayette played in the
American Revolution and his
stop in Belchertown during
his Farewell Tour on June
14, 1825. Sponsored by the
Daughters of the American
Revolution.

Leveling Up: The Art of
Scott M. Fischer
Tuesday, June 3, 6 p.m. to
Sp.m.
Belchertown Town Hall and
Clapp Memorial Library
Join us for a very special
evening with artist Scott M
Fischer! Scott is a world-re-
nowned fantasy artist known
for (and this is the short list)
Magic the Gathering card art,
cover illustrations for Dark
Horse Comics, mind blowing
fantasy fine art, and being an
amazing Belchertown com-

n - “ "" “T . Register Now for ch‘ildren’s

Clapp Memorial
LIBRARY

i

munity member. Scott has
donated his time and talent
to the Library’s Summer
Reading Program - designing
all the logos - for the last 10
years!

Scott will give a lecture
about his journey as an artist
(and how he’s Leveled Up
his artwork!) in the Town
Hall Auditorium followed
by a reception at the library
where he’ll sign attendee’s
Magic the Gathering cards
and reveal the 2025 Summer
Reading Program logo. You
won’t want to miss this spe-
cial event!

What “YA” Readin’?
Book Club

Thursday, June 5, 7 p.m. to
Sp.m.

The library’s What “YA”
Readin’? Book Club, a group
for adults who read Young
Adult books, will meet on
June 5th to discuss Most
Ardently by Gabe Cole
Novoa. Copies of the book
are available for checkout
at the circulation desk. New
members are welcome!

Echo’s in Nature
Saturday, June 7, 3 p.m. to

4 p.m.

Join singer-songwriter Jess
Martin and poet-naturalist
Kim Hoff for an afternoon
of music, poetry, and con-
nection with the wild beau-
ty of our local landscape.
Celebrate the magic of our
home ecosystems and the
stories they tell through art.
This one’s for nature lovers,
creative spirits, curious kids,
and anyone craving a little
inspiration. Let’s gather, lis-
ten, reflect—and grow some-
thing beautiful together. This
program is funded in part
by grants from the Ambherst,
Belchertown, Easthampton,
and Williamsburg Cultural
Councils, local agencies sup-
ported by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, a state
agency.

Pride Movie Series

Mondays in June starting
June 9, 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Celebrate Pride with this
movie series starting with
Aristotle and Dante Discover
the Secrets of the Universe
(PG-13) on June 9th. Movie

snacks will be provided. No
registration is necessary.

Summer Story Times

Our children’s Summer
Story Times feature age-ap-
propriate stories, songs, fin-
ger plays and art activities.
Go to www.clapplibrary.org/
story-hour/ for more infor-
mation and to register.

Registration and confir-
mation are required to attend
any session.

Baby time Story Time
(for ages 3-12 months)
Mondays from 9 a.m. to
9:45 am., Jul 7, 14, 21, 28,
Aug4 & 11

First Steps Story Time
(for ages 13 - 24 months)
Mondays from 10 a.m. to

10:45 a.m., Jul 7, 14, 21, 28,
Augd & 11

Toddler Time
(for ages 2 - 3 years)
Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m., Jul 8, 15, 22, 29,
Aug5 & 12

Getting Ready for
Kindergarten
(for children entering Cold
Spring School this fall)
Wednesdays from 9:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m., Jul 9, 16,
23,30, Aug 6 & 13

Preschool Story Time
(for ages 3 - 6 years)
Thursdays from 9:30 a.m.
to 10:30 a.m., Jul 10, 17, 24,
31,Aug7 & 14

The Clapp Memorial
Library is open:

Monday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Lafayette to return to Belchertown

BELCHERTOWN/
AMHERST— On Saturday,
June 14, Belchertown citi-
zens will have the opportu-
nity to greet the renowned
Marquis de Lafayette, hero
of the American Revolution,
on his epic journey through
America. He will be hon-
ored in a short ceremony at
Lawrence Memorial Hall at
2 pm. as he passes through
town.

One of the town’s most
enduring legends is that the
Marquis de Lafayette visit-
ed Belchertown on his tri-
umphant tour of America
in 1824-1825. The story is
pervasive; nearly all of the
local histories and histori-
ans mention it. Now, with
the help of the Belchertown
Historical Association and
the American Friends of
Lafayette, the nobleman’s
arrival in town will be reen-
acted. In addition, there will
be exhibits on Lafayette
in the Clapp Memorial
Library and in the Lawrence
Memorial Hall auditorium.

No military leader of
the Revolution, other
than George Washington,
captured the hearts of
Americans more than the
orphaned French noble-
man who was so enamored
with the cause of liberty
that he arrived in the col-

HANNOUS

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

704 Memorial Dr.

113-377-1433

onies at his own expense
and offered to serve with-
out pay. He was commis-
sioned as a major-general
in the Colonial Army at the
implausibly young age of
nineteen. He won the con-
fidence of the command-
er-in-chief; Washington con-
sidered him like an adopt-
ed son. With his military
training and his important
influence abroad, the young
Frenchman proved to be a
vital part in America’s strug-
gle for independence. He
was an excellent military
strategist and he was large-
ly responsible for bring-
ing the French fleet into
the conflict on the side of
the Americans. Further, he
was devoted to the ideals
of the revolutionary cause.
The American people were
devoted to him.

In 1824, President James
Monroe invited the aging
revolutionary to tour the
United States as the “Guest
of the Nation”. Congress
concurred and Lafayette
accepted. Traveling with
his son and his private sec-
retary, Lafayette arrived
in New York in August of
that year to begin his Grand
Tour, which lasted more
than a year and covered
more than five thousand
miles. Everywhere he went

, Chicopee

in America, he was toasted,
honored, and celebrated.

The Belchertown segment
of his tour occurred in June
of 1825 as the nobleman
sped across New York and
Massachusetts on his way
to Boston to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the
Battle of Bunker Hill. He
had committed to arrive in
time for the event, but had
fallen behind schedule.
While here, he called on
Dr. Estes Howe, a veteran
of the Revolution, then par-
alyzed and in poor health,
to pay his respects. It is
said that Susanna Dwight
Shaw danced with Lafayette
and she kept the gloves
she wore to hand down to
her daughter. The daugh-
ter, Susan, who later mar-
ried Belchertown’s Calvin
Bridgman, was kissed by
Lafayette when she present-
ed him with a bouquet of
flowers.

You can witness all this
and more at Lawrence
Memorial Hall on Saturday,
June 14 beginning at 2 p.m.
The Marquis de Lafayette
will be portrayed by Mark
Schneider of Colonial
Williamsburg. Lafayette’s
coach and horse team are
provided by Muddy Brook
Farm in Amherst, MA.
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Get ready for
a trash gala

BELCHERTOWN - Join
us for the TRASH GALA!, a
celebration of the three fresh-
ly painted Transfer Station
Container Murals! The Trash
Gala is a community-wide
event to dedicate the new
murals, honor the artists, and
acknowledge the contribu-
tions of all participants. The
Trash Gala features sustain-
ability-themed activities for
all ages and features a Trash
Fashion Contest! Get in the
spirit. Come in wearable
art from up-cycled mate-
rials, show off & win priz-
es! The contest grand prize
is a Transfer Station Permit!
Other prizes include Transfer
Station bags. Visit the Swap
Shop for inspiration and
materials.

TRASH GALA!

Friday, June 13 from 4 to
6 p.m. (rain date: Saturday,
June 14)

Belchertown
Transfer Station
135 Hamilton St,

Belchertown, MA

The Trash Gala is the cul-
mination of the Transfer
Station Container Mural
Project, a collaboration
between the Department
of Public Works, Creative

Please see TRASH, page 8

Visit us on
the web
www.turley.com

ﬁ@ Elsie’s Creamery

THE BEST FRESH
FOR JUNE!

JUNE IS ROSE MONTH

Beautiful Selection &2
of Rose Bushes |

20% OFF .
All Varieties S

Hybrid Teas, Floribundas, Shrub Rose,
Knock Out Rose, Glimbers, David Austin

2 GALLON & 3 GALLON POTS
Tor The Graduate

5 e o
RECITAL BOUQUETS s1 9-99

ONE DOZEN RED ROSES
2% SLITTLE DANCER”
“Perennial Of The Week™

One Gallon Pots $9.99 (g Price $12.99)
mf (@ aﬂ May Queen &

: , - Snow Cap Varieties
= % * BUTTERFLY MAGNETS ~

/ ‘ﬂ'\

L/ke Full Sun To Part Shade

Beauhi’ul Bloommg Flowe}rn\\

Hanging g4

Baskets -

$5.00 OFF Al Sizes
10-inch - 14-inch Pots
lvy Geraniums,
Petunias, Calibrachoa

Mixed Combinations For Sun And Shade

- From D.A. Smiarowski Farms ~ Sunderland, MA

Randall's Kitchen & Deli
FOR ALL YOUR SPRING PICNICS & PARTIES 5
Gourmet Sandwiches, Deli Platters,

Summer Salads, Fruit & Veggie Trays > = g
Cookies, Pies & Desserts A

.-n,

‘The Best Homemade lce Cream
- Made In Small Batches At The Creamery

Winner Of Reader Raves 2025
OPEN EVERY NIGHT UNTIL 9PM

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM

Find us on and Youl[[[)

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
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I'm a retired veteran; why
must I pay for Medicare?

Dear Rusty:

I’'m a retired Navy vet-
eran, who is going to be
turning 65 years old this
year.

My question is concern-
ing mandatory Medicare
sign-up requirements.
Why do I have to sign
up for Medicare cover-
age at 65 when I can’t
start collecting full Social
Security benefits until
I turn 67? My Social
Security benefits will not
pay for my mandatory
Medicare because I can’t
start collecting full Social
Security benefits until I'm
67.

I currently pay
for Tricare and uti-
lize my local Veterans
Administration medical
facilities and referrals for
my healthcare. With me
turning 65 and having to
wait until ’'m 67 for my
full Social Security ben-
efits, it just seems unfair
that I’1l have to pay out of
pocket Medicare month-
ly expenses for two years.
Is there any way to avoid
this unfair penalty?

Signed: Retired
Navy Vet

Dear Retired Navy
Vet:

First, I want to thank
you for your military
service to our country.
Please know that here at
the AMAC Foundation we
care a lot about our vet-
erans and you may find
the “For Veterans” section
of our Foundation website
interesting — visit www.
amacfoundation.org.

Regarding your ques-
tion, you should be aware
that enrolling in Medicare
is not mandatory, but there
are consequences if you
do not enroll when you
become eligible, normally
at age 65). For one thing,
if you are a retired veter-
an on military TriCare,
you will lose your TriCare
benefits if you don’t
enroll in Medicare when
you are eligible.

TriCare requires that
you enroll in Medicare
when eligible. And, since
you are not yet collect-
ing Social Security, you
will be required to sepa-
rately pay the Medicare
Part B premium directly
to Medicare; they will
bill you when you enroll
in Medicare. Another
potential consequence is
that if you do not enroll
in Medicare Part B when
you are first eligible, you
may incur a lifetime late
enrollment penalty for
enrolling in Part B later.

Something else to keep
in mind is that there are
two “parts” to Medicare
- Part A, which is cover-
age for inpatient hospital-
ization services and Part
B, which is coverage for
outpatient healthcare ser-
vices — doctors, medical
tests, etc. Medicare Part A
is free to you, but there is
a premium for Medicare
Part B ($185/month for
2025).

Note that you will
need to pay a Part B pre-
mium as long as you are
enrolled in Medicare Part
B (it doesn’t go away after
you are collecting Social
Security, but it is taken
from your Social Security
payment). And there is
no way for you to avoid
the Part B premium after
enrolling and enrolling
in Part B is necessary for
you to continue your mil-
itary TriCare-for-life ben-

efits. Note that Medicare
Part A and Part B do
not include prescription
drug coverage, but your
TriCare coverage usually
does.

It’s important to note
that Medicare and Social
Security are two indepen-
dent senior programs with
different eligibility rules.
As you may know, you
can collect early (reduced)
Social Security at age 65
(and have your Medicare
Part B premium deducted
from your SS payment).
But you would be col-
lecting Social Security
early and, in addition to
a reduced benefit, you
would also be subject to
Social Security’s annu-
al earnings test if you
are still working. The SS
earnings test limits how
much you can earn before
some of your SS bene-
fits are taken away if you
exceed the earning limit
prior to your full retire-
ment age.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

So, is it unfair that you
must pay for Medicare
Part B before you are col-
lecting Social Security?
Well, I think not, because
the two programs are
completely indepen-
dent benefits (the Social
Security Administration
merely administers
Medicare payments as a
convenience). Remember
your Medicare Part A is
free, but you must pay
a premium for Part B,
and you must take both
to retain your military
TriCare-for-Life bene-
fits. You can visit this site
to see how to pay your
Medicare premiums until
it is later deducted from
your Social Security pay-
ment: www.medicare.gov/
basics/costs/pay-premi-
ums/online-bill-pay.

Once again, thank you
for your service to our
country.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @ amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

Pothole cheerleaders...

LETTERS

D VAVE GRANLUND.COM

Resident urges town to work together after ATM

To the editor,

Dear Members of the
Belchertown Select Board,
Finance Committee & School
Committee,

I am writing this as a tax-
payer and voter, not a mem-
ber of a committee.

First and foremost, I want
to congratulate ALL of
Belchertown for a well-run
and uneventful Annual Town
Meeting. The entire commu-
nity needs to recognize the
efforts of the Town Clerk
and the many volunteers who
made this happen.

Second, and just as import-
ant, we need to acknowledge
that the override passed and
that is just part 1 of what
Belchertown needs to secure

that our future needs are met.

It is now time to end
that celebration, roll up our
sleeves, and start the hard
work of putting our depart-
ments into position to not
allow this to occur again.
Adding funds is an easy
choice, cutting costs is diffi-
cult! The school department
is our largest expense, and it
is critical town government
work cooperatively in this
process.

Consolidation does not
need to be a “bad” term and
is a great place to start. The
costs can be budget-neutral,
as any expenses can be paid
for by the realized savings.
The fact is, there are no good
solutions, just acceptable
ones.

The long-term needs of the

district are all that matter, but
we cannot lose sight of the
now. Belchertown’s residents
just invested in our com-
munity; it is now time the
departments invest in their
own future.

In the school’s case, this
means taking savings and
removing it from operation-
al needs and investing it by
allowing the town to pay for
improvements and renova-
tions with those funds, even
if bonds are required.

Let’s listen to all sides as
these choices may not be
popular in the short term.
Together, there is nothing a
group of motivated individu-
als cannot accomplish!

Brian Gibbons,
Belchertown

The peony takes the stage in June

s I look out my living
room window, I can
see the chubby round

buds of one of my favorite
June-bloomers, the peony.
No doubt, the plant will be
in full flower just in time for
my birthday, as it has for a
number of decades.

Read on to learn all
you need to know,
straight from the
archives!

Who doesn’t love the
peony? Its frilly flow-
ers, fine fragrance and
fit form make it a favor-
ite in the June perennial
border.

And although it only
blooms for a short while, the
plant itself is reliably hardy
and notably long lived in our
climate. In fact, the peony
that grows in my garden is
one my great grandmother
grew in the 1930s!

Here are a few tips to keep
your peonies thriving for the
next seventy years.

Planting

Peonies are best plant-
ed in the fall, September or
October in our area. This
timing will give the plants
an opportunity to develop a
healthy stand of feeder roots
before the ground freezes.

Choose a location that
receives six or more hours
of sun a day. Don’t skimp on
the size of the planting hole;
one that measures a foot and
a half deep by two and a half
feet wide will sustain the
plant for many years.

If your soil is average, the
addition of a balanced fertil-
izer may be all that is nec-
essary at planting. Soils that
are lean should be improved
prior to planting by amend-
ing the hole with roughly
equal parts good soil and
aged compost or manure.

Peonies prefer a pH of 6.0-
7.0, a wide enough range to
accommodate most home
garden situations. If your
soil is more acidic than that,
bring up your pH by adding
lime.

Mail order plants usually

arrive bareroot. These can be
soaked in a bucket of water
overnight to rehydrate prior
to planting.

When it comes time to
plant, remember this: eyes
point up, roots point down!
Eyes should end up no more
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than two inches below the
soil surface; any deeper than
that and flowers may be sac-
rificed. Get your plants off
to a good start by watering
occasionally until the ground
freezes. Once it does, a light
mulch can be applied over
the peonies to prevent them
from being heaved out of
the ground during periods of
freeze and thaw.

Fertilizing and Watering

Peonies fertilized at plant-
ing time require no addition-
al food until the following
fall. Bear in mind that too
much nitrogen will encour-
age lots of leaves but few
roots and flowers. For that
reason choose a fertilizer that
is lower in nitrogen than the
other nutrients.

After the third season fer-
tilize after blooming, as well
as in the fall. An established
peony is drought resistant,
but if spring rains are scarce,
a weekly watering will pro-
mote good flowers.

Staking

Heavy peony flowers,
especially the old-fash-
ioned types will no doubt
bow down to the ground
in the wind and rain unless
staked. I usually pick some
for the vase in the bud stage
in an attempt to avoid this
task, but nevertheless it
makes the plant nice and
tidy and should be accom-
plished. Middle weight bam-

boo stakes inserted into the
ground on the outer edge of
the plant cut to three-quarters
its height, work well. Run
two rows of twine or jute at
one third and two thirds up
the bamboo, respectively.
Simply start by tying a knot
on one stake, wrapping
around the next and
tightening as you go.

If green bamboo and
jute are used the staking
will hardly be visible,
especially if you don’t
tighten so much that it
looks unnatural. I have
been using a three rung,
large tomato cage with
success for the last several
years. The key is to get the
cage in place early!

Diseases

One year my peony buds
wilted and dried up just prior
to bloom. The culprit was
botrytis.

Good hygiene can reduce
the risk of this fungus invad-
ing your garden. Each fall
simply cut the stems of her-
baceous peonies down to the
ground. Haul them off to the
trash, don’t compost.

If watering is necessary, do
so early in the morning and
water at the plant’s base rath-
er than overhead to keep foli-
age dry. Any stems that show
signs of wilting should be cut
away and thrown in the trash
as well. Disinfect clippers in
between cuts.

By next weekend, I am
sure there will be peonies in
a vase, perfuming the entire
room, just like they have for
a number of decades each
June...

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must authenticate
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the
right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed
to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com. The
deadline for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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Boy Scout Troop 507
participated in the open-
ing ceremony and raised
the American Flag during
the National Anthem. The
troop also participated in the
Survivor’s Lap, leading the
way as dozens of cancer sur-
vivors lined up.

Vicki McAndrew is part
of the leadership for the
Quaboag Valley Relay for
Life. This event is about
being together in your local
community to celebrate can-
cer survivors, remember
loved ones lost, and fight
back against every cancer.

The Relay for Life start-
ed 40 years ago in 1985 and
the Quaboag Valley Relay for
Life started about 20 years
ago. Many survivors and sup-
porters were wearing purple
shirts that said “40 Years of
Impact”.

Multiple tents were set up
and had community teams
who participate in their com-
munity relays. When sign-
ing up, folks choose to lead
a team in their community,
join an existing team, or
participate solo. Many tents
were on the common and
had teams named after peo-
ple who are cancer survivors
and those who fought against
cancer.

McAndrew says there
is fundraising throughout
the year from September to
August and all proceeds goes
towards research. McAndrew
has been cancer free for nine

years and expresses much
gratitude from all the support
the Relay has gotten in the
community. Donations are
always appreciated.

“We appreciate all their
donations,” McAndrew said.

The Hampden County
Sheriff’s Department horses
arrived on the common for a
visit after the Survivor’s Lap
ended.

The community came
together supporting a great
cause as the American
Cancer Society.

For more information, visit
relayforlife.org/quaboagval-
leyma. The Relay for Life
for Quaboag Valley can also
be followed and found on
Facebook.

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Office: 413-213-0770

Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc.

ADVERTISING

SALES

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Announcements and the opening ceremony were presented by Brian Meehan.

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Your lawn projects start here!

Rototillers, brush mowers,
pressure washers overseeders
dethatchers and more.

@ SOUTH HADLEY e 533-5503
TJ’S 577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)
“TAYLOR RENTAL.

We’re more than just products at work.®

tjsrental.com
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Guests got to visit with ducks during the event.

LEFT: The Bean Team offered face painting during the
Relay for Life in Belchertown.
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GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN

108 West State Street, Granby ¢ 1-413-467-3838

For All Your Annuals,
Perennials, Garden Decor,

Lawn, Garden &

Landscaping Needs onciy

Monday -
Saturday

Class Grass

GARDEN CENTER

Annuals ¢ Perennials « Water Garden Supplies
Bark Mulch & Loam ¢ Propane * Open 7 Days

140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033

(413) 467-7979 » www.classgrass.com
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Hodgen

Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956
m“!

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting

P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007
Phone (413) 323-4949 4 Fax(413) 323-4999 ¥ Cell (413) 246-9997

hodgenlandscape.com ¢ hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

AMHERST
+ FARMERS SUPPLY -

For Your Lawn, Garden
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436
www.amherstfarmerssupply.com
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o

Huge Selection of
Annuals & Perennials
Hanging Baskets,
House Plants,
Gardening Supplies,
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More

35 Ambherst St., Granby
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com
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I COMMUNITY

Living History Day coming
to Stone House Museum

Sights, smells,
and sounds of
American
Pre-Revolution
come alive at
the Stone House
Museum in
Belchertown

BELCHERTOWN - Visit
The Stone House Museum
on its Living History Day,
Saturday, June 14, and
immerse yourself in the
sights, sounds, and smells
of the 18th century. The
Green Valley Homestead
Reenactment group will be
hosting the event and has
invited several talented arti-
sans from across the state to

demonstrate their skills.

This event features liv-
ing historians and artisans
who will demonstrate var-
ious 18th-century trades
and life during one of the
most important periods in
American history. Some of
the highlights include tin
smithing, candle making,
spinning, wool dyeing, card-
ing, herbal and apothecary
preparations, sewing, and a
close-up look at the layers
of 18th-century clothing.
Visitors will be treated to a
close-up look at the small
animals that families depend-
ed on.

There will be activities and
games for children as well
as a first-hand look at the
use and function of a flint-
lock musket, used by sol-
diers during the American
Revolution.

Come and spend the day
walking around the muse-
um grounds and experience
what life was like in the late
1700s. Explore the Ford
Annex’s amazing collection
of carriages and tools. Take
a tour of The Stone House
Museum with special exhib-
its featuring Revolutionary
War memorabilia.

Visitors will end the day
walking to the common to
witness the reenactment of
the Marquis de Lafayette as
he continues on his Grand
Tour. Learn more about
Lafayette by visiting the
display boards in Memorial
Hall.

Watch for future updates
regarding this event or con-
tact sallyshattuck54 @ gmail
or Caren Harrington car-
har1863 @aol.com.

Local cyclists team up with
McCarthy’s Pub to fight cancer

BELCHERTOWN - In
2025, the National Cancer
Institute projects that approx-
imately 2.04 million people
will be diagnosed with can-
cer in the U.S. In fact, one
in three people will contract
cancer during their lifetimes.

In the face of such daunt-
ing statistics, a group of five
Western Mass residents have
banded together to raise
money to fight this potential-
ly life-threatening disease.

Team (413) PMC, made
up of Belchertown resident
Sarah Aasheim, Jill and Steve
Giebutowski (Monson), Jim
Gosselin (South Hadley) and
Ruby Schmerling (Amherst),
will be riding 192 miles in
the Pan Mass Challenge
(PMC) this August to fund
the cutting-edge cancer treat-
ment and research provide
by the Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute (DFCI). The PMC
is the single biggest support-
er of Dana Farber, having
raised over $1 Billion since
the ride’s inception in 1980.
Team (413) PMC’s goal is to
raise $30,000 this year.

Like many PMC riders,
Sarah, Jim and Ruby all have
a personal connection to can-
cer. After losing his mom
to melanoma in 2009, Jim
began riding to give back to
Dana Farber, where his mom
had received wonderful care.
This year will be his six-
teenth ride. Jim (who serves
as the team captain) noted,
“When my Mom passed,
there were not many treat-
ment options and I felt like
I needed to do something to
help change that. The PMC
is an amazing fundraising
event and every dollar raised
goes directly to research or
treatment at Dana-Farber.”

Ruby’s brother Dror
passed away just 4 months
after his melanoma diagno-
sis, spurring Ruby to tackle
the PMC for the first time.
And Sarah, who had meta-

LOWER PBIGES
T0 BOOS

YOUR BUDGET'
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

GENTER CUT

INFLATION &

PORK LOIN CHOPS ..

static mela-
noma more
than 20 years
ago, rides to
raise aware-
ness about the
need to invest
in support and
treatment so
that other can-
cer patients can
have positive
outcomes and
enjoy long-term
survival like
she has.

“People here
in Western
Mass are not as
familiar with
the PMC and
its mission, so
we wanted to show off our
Western Mass pride by add-
ing “413” to our team name,’
shared Sarah. “We all benefit
from having Dana-Farber in
our backyard, so our goal is
to shine a light on the out-
standing care and hope they
provide when those facing
cancer need it most.”

For Jill and Steve, their
motivation to ride stems
from many people in their
lives who have faced differ-
ent forms of cancer. Jill said,
“Anything we can do to help
fund research that fights can-
cer feels truly powerful and
important. We are so proud to
be taking part in this event!”

This group of five friends
will be cycling hundreds of
miles this spring and sum-
mer, to prepare for the
“big ride” the first week-
end in August. They ride
in gratitude for the care
they and their loved ones
have received and to “pay
it forward” to help others.
Realizing that most people
have a connection to can-
cer through their own diag-
nosis or that of a friend or
loved one, this team of riders
shares Dana Farber’s com-
mitment to a cure — and they

255
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are pedaling the miles to sup-
port this goal.

To support their fund-
raising, McCarthy’s Pub in
Belchertown will be hosting
“PMC Day” on Thursday
June 12, from 11 a.m. to 10

p-m. 10% of all food sales
on this day will be donated
directly to the Dana Farber
Cancer Institute through
Team (413) PMC’s fund-
raiser. Janice McCarthy,
owner of the pub, said
“Cancer impacts everyone
in our community one way
or another, and we are really
proud to support Team (413)
PMC’s efforts to raise funds
for this important cause.”

Team (413) PMC wel-
comes other businesses to
support its efforts. Western
MA companies Kelley
Building Group and C.R.
Levesque Trucking are gen-
erously sponsoring the team.

To sponsor or make a
contribution to Team (413)
PMC, donate online here,
email sarahdaasheim@ gmail.
com or call (413) 687-1698.
Any gift, large or small,
makes a difference, and every
rider-raised dollar is direct-
ly donated to DFCI and the
Jimmy Fund.

I AMHERST

Ambherst’s Restaurant Week
returns june 8-12

AMHERST- The Amherst
Business Improvement
District (BID) is thrilled
to announce the launch of
Ambherst Restaurant Week,
taking place Sunday, June
8 through Thursday, June
12 in downtown Ambherst.
With more than a dozen
participating restaurants
and eateries, this weeklong
event invites residents, stu-
dents, and visitors alike to
explore the diverse and deli-
cious food scene that makes
Ambherst a standout dining
destination.

Building on the legacy
of the beloved “Taste of
Ambherst,” which last ran in
2019, this reimagined event
brings the focus back to
the restaurants themselves.
Diners can enjoy special
offers, prix fixe menus, and
exclusive deals at a wide
range of local favorites -
from casual cafés to upscale

taverns, global flavors to
homegrown comfort food.
“Amherst Restaurant
Week is all about celebrat-
ing the incredible talent and
variety we have right here
in downtown,” says Robert
Allingham, Marketing &
Communications Manager
for the Amherst BID. “We
want to make it easy and
exciting for people to visit
multiple restaurants, support
our local businesses, and
discover something new.”
To kick off the
week, Downtown Amherst
will come alive on Sunday,
June 8 with free enter-
tainment and local flavor.
From 4:30 p.m. to 6:00
p-m., the local band Prone
to Mischief will perform
a lively outdoor set down-
town, creating the perfect
atmosphere to stroll, dine,
and enjoy the evening. At
the same time, Chef Bill

Collins will host a free
cooking demo at the White
Lion Brewing patio, pre-
paring asparagus marsala
for attendees to sample and
learn how to make them-
selves.

Participating loca-
tions will be marked
with “Restaurant Week
Participant” window decals
and table signage inside,
and additional details
- including each restau-
rant’s specific offer - can
be found on amherstdown-
town.com and by following
@ AmherstDowntown on
Instagram.

Whether you’re a long-
time local or new to town,
Ambherst Restaurant Week
is the perfect excuse to
explore, indulge, and sup-
port the restaurants that
shape the heart of down-
town.

I SCHOOLS

Important IEP information
for graduating seniors

BELCHERTOWN -
Graduating Seniors who
were previously on an IEP
are encouraged to pick
up their senior packets at
Central Office. Packets
include: most recent IEP
and testing, along with a
summary of performance.

If you wish to obtain
your records, please come
to Central Office, 14

Maple Street, with picture
identification, between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
Monday-Friday, excluding
holidays.

High School transcripts
that contain course titles
and grades received will
continue to be stored at the
BHS Counseling Office
for sixty (60) years after
graduation.

Local student inducted
into Pi Lambda Theta

BOSTON, MA
(05/27/2025) - Ella
Francis of Granby (01033)
is one of 22 Emmanuel
College students recently
inducted into Pi Lambda
Theta, one of the nation’s
most prestigious education
honor societies.

Established in 1910, Pi
Lambda Theta serves to
recognize outstanding stu-
dents who intend to pur-
sue careers in education;
undergraduate members
must have a cumulative
GPA of at least 3.5 and
intend to pursue a career in
education.

With more than 80
majors and areas of study,
Emmanuel College com-
bines outstanding class-
room instruction and real-
world experience to pre-
pare students for lives of
achievement, learning, and
purpose. Voted the #1 col-
lege location in America
by Niche.com in 2023 and
2024, Emmanuel offers
easy access to world-class
medical, cultural, and
business organizations
from 400 The Fenway in
Boston. Learn more at
Emmanuel.edu.

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BELIi
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Gilman receives
BS/MS from WPI

WORCESTER - On
Friday, May 16, Megan
Gilman, who majored
in Computer Science,
was bestowed a BS/MS
degree at WPI’s 156th
Commencement. Nearly
1,300 undergraduate
degrees were awarded
during the ceremony.

President Grace 1J.
Wang, PhD, and Board of
Trustees Chair William

<
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BUY DIRECT FOR ====== SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Fitzgerald presided over
the exercises.

Wang told members of
the Class of 2025 they are
entering a changing world
filled with competing
visions for how to solve
challenges and advance
society. But, she said,
along with knowledge
and technical competence
in their chosen fields of
study, WPI graduates have
been equipped with the
ability to think critically,
to be resilient, to work in
teams, and to do it all with
a sense of ethics and glob-
al responsibility.

“Outside these walls
today is a world that needs
you,” Wang said. “Not
just because of what you
have learned to do in your
chosen field, but because
of who you are, and also
because of the leadership
qualities you built at WPL.”

Delivering the under-
graduate Commencement
address, Michelle Gass
‘90, president and chief
executive officer of Levi
Strauss & Co., reflected on
her journey from student
to global business lead-
er to inspire the Class of
2025. Gass said she’s often
asked how a chemical

Please see WP, page 15

Assumption
students named
to Spring 2025
University’s
Dean’s List

WORCESTER -
Assumption University
has announced those who
have been named to the
University’s Dean’s List
for the spring 2025 semes-
ter. Students named to the
Dean’s List must achieve a
grade point average of 3.5
for a five-class, 15-credit
semester to be included on
this prestigious list, which is
announced at the completion
of the fall and spring semes-
ters.

Emma Buffone
of Belchertown

Reighan Joyce of Amherst

Meredith Medina
of Belchertown

Assumption University,
founded in 1904 by the
Augustinians of the
Assumption, is a premier
New England university
for high-quality education,
integrating career prepa-
ration and education of
the whole person, drawing
upon the best in the rich and
centuries-long tradition of
Catholic higher education.
Assumption’s graduates are
known for their intellectu-
al seriousness, thoughtful
citizenship, and devotion
to the common good. The
University offers 37 majors
and 49 minors in the liberal
arts, sciences, business, nurs-
ing, professional studies, and
other areas, as well as gradu-
ate degrees and professional
credentials. For more infor-
mation about Assumption
University, please visit
assumption.edu or follow us
@ AssumptionUMA.

TRASH from page 5

Economy Committee, and
Clapp Memorial Library to
brighten the Belchertown
Transfer Station & Recycling
Center experience with
murals focused on the theme
of reduce, recycle, reuse, and
regenerate.

The Belchertown Transfer
Station Container Mural
project began with train-
ing and support from New
England Foundation for
the Arts (NEFA) and the
Municipal Area Planning
Council’s Arts and Culture
Department through their
Making it Public for
Municipalities program.
To learn more about the Trash
Gala or the Transfer Station
Container Mural project, visit
the Belchertown Creative
Economy page: https://
www.belchertown.org/513/
Municipal-Arts-Program
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Kina Roy fires a pitch to second.

BELCHERTOWN - In
a makeup game for both
teams prior to the state
playoffs, Belchertown fell
to visiting Ludlow 13-9 on
May 24 in a makeup game
for both teams. It was a wild
game, though Ludlow main-
tained a lead for most of the
matchup. Belchertown had
a couple of scoring spurts
to stay in the game. But

Ludlow was able to hold
on to the lead for its ninth
of the season. Madelyn
Goncalves-Korny had four
hits and four RBI while
Sophia Mitus, Lila Roy,
Vivian Ross, and
Valerie Williams
had two hits each.
Ross drove in three
runs.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Madeline Williams fires a pitch to the plate.

Vivian Ross fouls off a pitch.

Natalie Rose picks up a base hit to
the outfield.

Valerie Williams attempts to get a

tag out at second.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Putting the
ball into the back of the net
wasn’t a major issue for the
Western Mass. Pioneers in
their first two regular sea-
son matches.

The Pioneers, who out-
scored Boston City and the
Albany Rush, 15-0, on the
road, played a 1-1 draw
against the Seacoast United
Phantoms in the home
opener at historic Lusitano
Stadium on May 23.

“I thought it was a very
good game tonight,” said
longtime Pioneers head
coach Federico Molinari.
“Seacoast won the champi-
onship last year and they’re

www.sports.turley.com

After pair of big
wins, Pioneers draw
in home opener

a very good team again this
year. They defended very
well against us. We did play
much better during the sec-
ond half than we did in the
first half.”

The Pioneers first home
match was played on a mis-
erable night weatherwise.

Eleven different play-
ers scored a goal in the
Pioneers’ first two road
matches.

Israel Neto led the way
offensively with three
goals. Matt Cence and
Robbie Lyons both scored
two goals. The other
goals for the Pioneers
were scored by Oskar

Please see PIONEERS,
page 12

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Cameron Hall, Pioneers goalie, sends a free kick away.
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Pioneers make quick work first tourney opponent

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—]Just like they
did a year ago, the Pathfinder
Tech softball team didn’t
have very much trouble
defeating a charter school
from Boston in a Division 5
state tournament home game.

The 25th-seeded Lady
Pioneers exploded for 13
runs in the second inning
enroute to a 22-0 victo-
ry over the 40th-seed-

ed Neighborhood House * ’

Charter School in a pre-
liminary round game, last
Friday afternoon.

The contest ended
after 4 %2 innings
due to 12-run
mercy rule.

“The girls
have worked very
hard all season long
and they deserve to
celebrate a post-
season victory,” said
Pathfinder

‘ﬂum{;.

g

games. The
22 runs is
a new season high.
They posted a 21-0
home win against the
Renaissance School
in the middle of

Tech

first- Mflry. . .
i:;dr Neighborhood
coach Taylor Thorton House Charter
Phil Gallo. hustles for S.chool, which is
“We didn’t first base. in Dorchestgr,
know very much % O(fof‘;) f;:dsevlé IS1
about our opponent, and they L years ago.

probably didn’t know any-
thing about us either.”

The victory improved the
Lady Pioneers overall record
to 13-5. They beat Boston
Collegiate Charter School,
19-4, in last year’s prelimi-
nary round home game.

During the regular season,
the Lady Pioneers scored
ten or more runs in nine

The school is nick-
named the Legends and the
softball team qualified for
the Division 5 state tourna-
ment for the first time. The
Legends (11-8) didn’t appear
like they were ready to com-
pete at the state level yet. The
MIAA should think about
having the charter schools

Emily Forcier sizes up a hit.

play in their own state tour-
nament in the future.

While the Lady Pioneers
offense pounded out 13 base
hits, which included a couple
of home runs, senior right-
hander Kendra Burke struck
out the first twelve batters
that she faced.

“When Kendra is hitting
her spots, I wouldn’t want to
have anyone else standing in
the circle for us,” Gallo said.
“She pitched very well in
today’s game.”

It was the final home
softball game for Burke,
along with her classmates
Greenly Lagimoniere, Lianna
Carrasquillo, and Isabella
Nompleggi.

Carrasquillo, who started
at third base, knocked home
the game’s first run with a
flyball single to right field
with no outs in the bottom

Claire Maschi fouls off a pitch.

of the first inning. Junior
left fielder Addison Doktor
capped off the opening frame
with a 3-run homer to left.
Doktor also had an RBI sin-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

gle in the third.

“This was Addison’s best
game of the season,” Gallo
said. “We just kept hitting the
ball hard from start to finish,

which was good to see.”

Junior right fielder Emily
Prouty led the way offensive-
ly with three base hits.

Lagimoniere (2-for-3),
who started in centerfield, hit
a two run home run in the
second inning. It was her sec-
ond home run of the season.

The Lady Pioneers sent
18 batters to the plate during
that frame. Nompleggi
(shortstop) contributed with
a pair of singles. Pathfinder
also drew five walks in the
second.

Junior catcher Emily
McNeaney had a two run
double in the third inning,
as the Lady Pioneers scored
four more runs.

Burke’s perfect game bid
came to an end after allowing
a leadoff groundball single
in the fifth inning. The base
runner was thrown out try-
ing to steal second base by
McNeaney. Burke struck out
the final two batters of the
game.

During the regular sea-
son, Burke, who’s from
Ware, hurled a perfect game
and three no-hitters. She
also struck out 21 batters in
another game.

“It feels amazing winning
my final home game,” Burke
said. “I loved being a mem-
ber of this softball team. I'm
looking forward to coming
back and watching them play
next year.

Burke is planning to play
college softball at Worcester
State University next year.

The Lady Pioneers played
eighth-seeded Hopkins
Academy in a round of 32
game two days later.
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CLINIC from page 1

dance, and learn life skills
like listening, teamwork, and
sportsmanship.

“It’s all about introducing
kids to cheer in a fun, sup-
portive environment. We’ll
work on everything from
basic stretching and condi-
tioning to introductory tum-
bling and stunts, always with
a strong focus on safety,” said
Mastej.

The football clinic, running
on the same days, has always
been a part of the BGA
Eagles, and is “a long-stand-
ing tradition in Belchertown
youth sports,” said Maste;j.

“The best part of any clinic
is seeing old faces and meet-
ing new ones. It’s a great way
to not only introduce new
players to the game, but to
also bring our football and
cheer community together in
the off-season,” said Carver.

The football clinic is for
second through eighth grade
and is made for all aspiring
football players before they
get into high school.

On Saturday, June 28, the
kids will be able to put their
skills to the test from the pre-
vious days for a 7v7 passing
game, and on the same day,
there will be a special event,
the Owen Sedlacek Memorial
Tournament.

“Owen was a beloved past
player who tragically passed
away, and this tournament
is our way of honoring his
memory and celebrating his
spirit of competition and
camaraderie,” said Maste;j.

There will also be an alum-
ni tournament of games for
high school through adult
players, with proceeds donat-
ed to Owen’s family.

“Honestly, it’s seeing
those ‘aha!” moments! When
a child nails a new skill or
truly connects with a team-
mate, that’s pure magic. The
energy is just infectious,” said

Mastej, excited for this year’s
clinics.

In order to join the foot-
ball team, athletes must be
between second and eighth
grade, live or go to school
in Belchertown, Granby,
Ambherst, and surrounding
areas, and be ready to play.

There are three levels and
teams: PeeWee, grades two
through four, Juniors, grades
five and six, and Seniors,
grades seven and eight. the
football played is full-tack-
le with pads, helmets, and
mouthguards, with a com-
mitment to practice four days
a week in August, and three
days a week when school
starts.

There will be eight regular
season games on weekends in
September and October, play-
offs, and the SuperBowl for
the top teams from Division 1
and 2 in November.

“We are in the Suburban
Amateur Football League,
and we play other
SAFL teams in Western
Massachusetts. Last year,
our PeeWee team made it to
the first round of playoffs,
and the Senior team went all
the way to the final round
of playoffs, just missing the
SuperBowl. We are very
proud of them,” said Shelby
Masi, Director of Media.

“This team means so much
to us personally, since we
just bought a house here in
Belchertown last September
and were totally new to town
and did not know anyone,”
said Masi. “Really, it is more
like a family than anything
else.”

“I believe that football is
not only a great sport but is
also critical in teaching life
lessons to our youth. It builds
confidence, discipline, life-
long friendships, and cama-
raderie. It is one of the few
sports that truly fosters team-
work and a sense of belong-
ing to something larger than

just an individual contribu-
tion,” said Carver.

“This clinic, and our
whole cheer team, is truly a
chance for everyone to see
what cheer is really about. It’s
not just about game day; it’s
about building strength, dis-
cipline, and incredible confi-
dence,” said Maste;j.

“We’re excited for a great
season ahead — and the clin-
ic is just the first step in that
direction. I'd offer that if a
parent has ever thought about
signing their child up — or
getting involved themselves
— there is no better time than
now,” said Carver.

For questions about the
clinic and program, or to reg-
ister for the clinic, you can
find more on their website at
www.belchertownfootball.
com, and also fill out a volun-
teer form, as the team runs on
volunteer help. You can email
Amber Mastej at cheer@
belchertownfootball.com for
more information and fol-
low them on Facebook at
Belchertown Granby Amherst
Eagles.

The Pickup Game was

a success, and there is
more fun to be had at the
upcoming clinic.
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The Pioneers scored the

PIONEERS from page 9

Kaufmann, Aiden Kelly,
Austin Bush, Jose Suarez,
Jose Bustamante, Gustavo
Barbosa, and Mamadi
Jiana, who’s a former
member of the Chicopee
boys’ soccer team.

The Phantoms (0-1-1),
who are the defending
USL League Two National
champions, had won the
previous three matchups
between the two rivals held
at Lusitano Stadium.

The home team had
an opportunity to take an
early lead, but a breakaway
opportunity by Kaufmann
in the second minute
of the match was saved
by Seacoast goalie Jahn
Tobias.

With 15 minutes remain-
ing in the first half, Tobias

Jaiden Williams sets for a

throw-in.

made a diving save on
another shot attempt from
Kaufmann.

Down at the other end
of the field, Western Mass.
goalie Cameron Hall also
made a couple of key
saves, which kept the con-
test scoreless until the sec-
ond half.

The Phantoms also had
nine corner kicks during
the first 45 minutes.

Early in the second half,
the referee awarded the
Phantoms a penalty kick
following a foul inside the
box.

Hall, who posted shut-
outs in the first two
matches, made a diving
save on the shot taken by
Taig Healy. The ball was
deflected away by Hall, but
Healy was in the right spot
to knock home the rebound
shot giving the visiting
team a 1-0 advantage.

BUSINES

il
GONNECTIO

equalizer a little more than
ten minutes later.

The scoring play began
with Suarez sending a
crossing pass from the left
side of the penalty area to
Kaufmann, who fired a
shot into the lower right
corner of the net.

Neither team was able to
score another goal during
the last 30 minutes of reg-
ulation.

The second meeting of
the regular season between
the two squads is sched-
uled to take place on June
25th.

The Pioneers played
a road match against the
Boston Bolts on June 3
before returning home
three nights later to face
NEFC, who’s competing
at the USL-League Two
level for the first time this
season.

Santiago Blasco Gomez

ml AT

balances the ball.

* i

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL S,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow * Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= IR RIVER=-

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars e Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SEPTIC

PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

* Title 5 inspection

Qomt e

Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

STARTING AT

5699
/each

NAPA Premium Performance

Multi-Purpose Wheel Bearing Grease

LINE | PAR DESCRIFTION
Malt-Purpose Wheel Bearing Grease - 14 oz,

PRICE
5899

Misith-Purpose Wheel Bearing Grease - 11

§198

Misiti-Purpose Wheel Baaring Grease - 4 b,

$1.9

3 @
WHEEL BEARING
AND CHASSIS GREASE

Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS et

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

(WP AUTO PARTS \sui

the Good

ROBERTS RO

SPECIALIZING IN

Slate » Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 * Cell 413-237-9434 =)

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

=/,
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here

12 community newspapers
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I OBITUARIES

Stephen Francis Atwell

Stephen Francis Atwell
passed away peacefully at
home on May 2,
2025 after a long
illness. Born on
July 1, 1952 in
Northampton, MA
to Earle George
Atwell and Dorothy
(Shephard) Atwell.
When he was
young, he lived
in Leverett and

-

Foods in Palmer and also
had many construction jobs,
building and ren-
ovating houses.
He also worked at
Quaboag Transfer
Co. in Bondsville,
operating a fork
lift and moving
train cars loaded
with lumber and
building materi-
als. He retired in

Belchertown. He

moved with his mother and
stepfather, Roland Strange
and family to Fontana,
California and turned elev-
en years old on the day
they arrived. On March 3,
1970, he joined the Unites
States Marine Corp and was
an auto mechanic at Camp
Pendleton, CA. He earned
the National Defense Service
Medal and Rifle Marksman
Badge. He was honorably
discharged on March 2,
1972 and remained in the
Marine Corp Reserve Forces
until December 3, 1975.
His family moved back to
Belchertown in 1971 and
he joined them after his dis-
charge in 1972.

He married his true love,
Lori Ann Fay, on June 1,
1974. They had two chil-
dren, Becky Lee in 1977 and
Michael Lehman in 1979.
Steve had several jobs over
the years: National Blank
Book in Holyoke; Seder

2016 from Cable
Construction Co, in CT,
where he installed and main-
tained cable infrastructure.

Steve was very close to
his family and enjoyed play-
ing pitch and poker with
them. He also loved camp-
ing and fishing, although he
didn’t like fish so gave them
away or returned them to
the water. He hosted many
family picnics at his home
or at Laurel Lake, where he
enjoyed grilling for everyone
and playing horseshoes. In
his later years, he enjoyed
visiting and playing domi-
noes with family and friends
and watching the birds in his
backyard. Always one for a
laugh, Steve enjoyed telling
jokes and stories to all who
would listen.

He was predeceased by
his father, mother and step-
father as well as in 2012, son
Michael, and in 2025, son-
in-law, Raymond McGinnis.
Also predeceasing Steve

were siblings Earle; Edward;
Gerald; Melvin; Bruce;
Barbara; Richard; Phillip;
Diann; Dennis; David
Atwell; Cheryl (Atwell)
Houck; Janice (Atwell)
Greene and Dale Strange.
He was also predeceased by
his stepfamily Alan and Gary
Strange; Dona (Strange)
Clark and Gail (Strange)
Clark.

He leaves his loving
wife of fifty years, Lori
Atwell and daughter, Becky
McGinnis and granddaugh-
ters Haley (Bourgeois) and
Allison McGinnis and
his only remaining sib-
ling, Candace (Atwell,
Czupkiewicz) McNeaney as
well as several in-laws, cous-
ins, nieces and nephews.

A military service
will be held graveside at
South Cemetery, 143 Mill
Valley Rd. (Rte. 181) in
Belchertown on Saturday,
June 28 at 9:30 a.m. A
reception will be imme-
diately following at the
Belchertown VFW, 41
Pelham Rd., Belchertown.

Memorial contributions
may be sent to Belchertown
VA Services, payable to:
Town of Belchertown,
ATTN: Veteran’s Gift Fund,
2 Jabish St, Belchertown,
MA 01007 or St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital
P.O. Box 50, Memphis, TN
38101-9929.

Jeannine M. Talbot

Jeannine M. (Talbot)
Morin, 92, of Belchertown,
passed away
peacefully at her
home on May 25,
2025.

Born on April

23, 1933, in
LaPatrie, Quebec,
she was the

daughter of the
late Désiré and
Aurore (Vezina)

Monson Developmental
Center and the
Belchertown
State School
before her retire-
ment. She had a
talent for sewing
and was a long-
time member of
the 4-H sewing
club, “Pins and
Needles.”
Jeannine was

Talbot. Jeannine
moved to Aldenville,

Massachusetts at the age of

18, where she worked dili-
gently to learn English and
later earned her associate’s
degree from Springfield
Technical Community
College.

A proud resident of

Belchertown for over 60
years, Jeannine embraced
farm life, raising a variety
of animals and enjoying the
simple pleasures of coun-
try living. She also built a
successful business in real
estate, dedicating more
than 60 years to managing
various properties.
Jeannine was employed
as a supervisor at both

the beloved
matriarch of her family,
known for her strength,
warmth, and unwavering
love. She will be dearly
missed by all who knew
and loved her. Jeannine is
survived by her children,
Roger Martineau and his
wife Deb, Therese Leab
and partner Tom, Carole
Wheeler and partner Bob,
and Francis Martineau;
her partner, Claude Morin,
and his children Kathleen
Desjardins and Claude Jr.;
as well 13 grandchildren,
13 great-grandchildren, and
many extended family and
friends. Services are being
held privately at a later
date.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

DEATH NOTICES

Atwell, Stephen

Died May 2,, 2025

Services June 28 at

South Cemetery,

143 Valley Rd., Belchertown

Talbot, Jeannine
Died May 25, 2025
Services are private.

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.
Exceptions will be made
only when the family

provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

i POLICE LOGS

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in
the Belchertown Police log
and arrests for the weeks
of May 21 through May 27.
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the
police department based on
the review of the detailed
log summary. This feature is
designed to provide context
and explanation to some of
the calls police respond to
every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Wednesday, May 21

3:01 am. — A 45-year-old
Hadley resident was issued a
summons for operating under
the influence of liquor, neg-
ligent operation of a motor
vehicle, a marked lanes vio-
lation and speeding.

A vehicle going south on
North Washington Street was
going straight and left the
roadway after failing to nav-
igate a turn. The vehicle went
up and over the embankment
rolled and came to a stop
against a tree. A telephone
guidewire prevented the vehi-
cle from rolling over. The
incident is under investiga-
tion.

Saturday, May 24

2:19 am. — A 17-year-old
Belchertown resident was
issued a summons for neg-
ligent operator of a motor
vehicle, leaving scene of
property damage and a junior
operator driving without a
parent and speeding.

An officer doing station-
ary radar heard tires screech-
ing, coming from direction
of the Pride gas station. The
officer saw a vehicle leave
the gas station onto Turkey
Hill Road toward Chauncey
Walker Road. The officer
caught up with the vehicle
which was going 45 to 50
MPH. The vehicle continued
onto Chauncey Walker Road
going 60 to 65 mph in that
area. The officer then con-
tacted Ludlow Police because
the vehicle was going to be
going into their town at a
high speed. The rock wall,
large tree near the town
line. Appeared to be eject-
ed from the vehicle and the
fire department attempted to
locate the person. The K-9
was contacted to find the per-
son. The roadway was closed
during the search. The person
left the vehicle and was at a

friends. The officer was able
to contact the person, who
said a friend used the vehi-
cle. didn’t know wasn’t sup-
posed to be operating with
JOL. Fire department and
ambulance arrived to assess
the person. Then after con-
sulted to hospital for evalua-
tion. The vehicle was towed.
A wallet was found in the
vehicle, which turned out to
be fake.

1:13 p.m. — A 31-year-old
Brookfield man was issued
a summons for leaving the
scene of property damage
accident. To center parking
lot for a hit and run. It was
reported a vehicle hit another
vehicle then fled the scene
officer located the damaged
vehicle. determine the owner
of the vehicle who left called
and denied striking the vehi-
cle. Didn’t feel the other
vehicle was struck and was
issued a summons for leaving
the scene

Tuesday, May 27

7 p.m. — A Belchertown
man was arrested for two
counts of violating of an
abuse prevention order, pas-
sion of ammunition without
an FID and obstruction of
justice.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Wednesday, May 21

12:25 a.m. — Police and
fire responded to a North
Main Street residence for
a report of an argument
between neighbors about a
bonfire behind the building.
The neighbors reported they
were unable to sleep. A small
brush/bonfire could be seen.
The fire was extinguished,
and the people went inside.
Management staff of the
building will be discussing
the bonfire policy.

10:23 a.m. — An offi-
cer took a report of fraud.
A resident got a phone call
began to speak with the call-
er who convinced them to
send money. Then the person
called and continued to ask
for more money. The person
gave them money.

5:35 p.m. — An officer
responded to the Orchard
Street area near the Amherst
Road. A report of illegal
dumping of snowblower and
fertilizer spreader was found
to be true. The Department of
Public Works was contacted
and no suspects at this time.

9:36 p.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud. The officer
spoke with a person saying
that Snapchat got their email
and password. A scammer

then began to message their
friends pretending to them.
The person was trying to get
money from the friends. The
person was advised to delete
their account and block the
spammer.

Thursday, May 22

8:10 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Depot Street. A vehicle trav-
eling north on Depot Street
began veering into the south-
bound lane. The vehicle went
over the fog lane and into a
rock wall, over a water sys-
tem and came to stop. No
tow was needed and no inju-
ries were reported.

11:41 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Plantation Drive. A vehicle
going west on Plantation
Drive was struck by a sec-
ond vehicle that failed to
yield. There was damage to
both vehicles. No tows were
needed and no injuries were
reported.

1:49 p.m. — An officer
responded to a bank for a
report of possible fraud. A
person attempted to do a
large sum transaction. The
person was told they won a
large sum of money and two
new cars. They were told
they needed to send checks
to a person via an Uber. The
officer was able to hear one
of the calls and there were
multiple voices heard in the

background. The person was
advised to potentially change
their phone number. Their
accounts were locked, and
the check was caught in time
to be voided.

4:03 p.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud. The person
got a notice their financial
assistance was going to end.
The person was still in need
of assistance.

Friday, May 23

1:24 a.m. — An officer with
Belchertown Fire respond-
ed to Everett Acres for a fire
alarm. Upon their arrival, a
second fire alarm was sound-
ing. The officer didn’t see
smoke. Firefighters checked
the area. The residents stated
they could smell burnt plas-
tic or rubber coming from a
basement door. The area was
checked and they were able

to open the basement door.
Firefighters found heavy
smoke and fire. The electri-
cal panels and water heaters
were stored there. Residents
were evacuated. A mainte-
nance worker and the town’s
building inspector responded
on scene. The building was
determined safe to occupy.
The state fire marshal and
officers from the state fire
marshal’s office were on
scene.

3:55 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident
on Federal Street. A vehicle
stopped on Federal Street
when one vehicle was turn-
ing onto Federal Street. No
injuries were reported and no
tows were needed.

Saturday, May 24
8:54 a.m. — An officer took
a report of a past vandalism.

The person has their house
egged. One struck the side
and a second-floor window.
There are no suspects at this
time.

11:05 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Mill Valley Road. A vehicle
going north on Mill Valley
Road, hit something soft
which removed the air dam.
No injuries were reported, no
tow was needed.

2:26 p.m. — An offi-
cer responded to assist
Belchertown fire and para-
medics.

Sunday, May 25
4:44 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident
on Federal Street. A vehi-
cle going northbound on

Please see POLICE,
page 15

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

+ Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs ¢

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

cluch's
MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

1014 Center St

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
Ludlow, MA

583-6508

WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

SCh(;()IZChin;e opl(:nilllgs for the The School Choice application can be downloaded at
2025-2026 school year: www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office
Kindergarten......c..cceeuee. 2 239 West Street, Ware, MA 01082
Grade 2 3 . . N .
Deadline to submit applications is
DS : June 16, 2025
Grade 4 5 . . o
Grade 7 5 The selection of non-resident students for admission
Grade 8 15 will be in the form of a random drawing,
Grade 9 .....oeeereerrenrennn25 when the number of requests exceed
Grade 10 ........ccceerrrnne. 25 the number of available spaces.
Grade 11 ......cceererrrrene. 25 The drawing, if needed,
Grade 12 ......cceeeeeeneenna15 will take place on June 17, 2025.

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement,

instills respect and fosters civic responsibility.

We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as successful lifelong learners.

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation,
gender identity, homelessness, military service, union activity or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX
of the 1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 71A and c. 76, s. 5.
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GRANBY HIGH SCHOOL
< CLASS OF 2025
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Jena Abbott Junior Alcantara Xavier Arroyo Aiden Beach Nathan Benson Cody Breault

Mabel Carillon

Medical Computer Engineering Auto Mechanic Engineering Film Electrician PT

UMass Amherst WNE Work UMass Amherst Vemont State - Castleton Griffin Electric Sacred Heart
_ - - T f‘q";.

g %

Sawyer Clarke Raymond Colon Quinlin Cook John Crawford Margaret Crawford Brennan Dwyer Gavier Fernandez Jr.

Business Electrician Veterinarian Undecided Chemistry Undecided Management

University of Kentucky Electrical Apprenticeship Westfield State HCC St. Michaels STCC Kent School

Cassandra Flaherty Cole Fuller Kailee Gomez Riley Goodhind Katie Grabherr Isabella Guzman Shaylin Hauschild

Fd

Medical/Radiology Nurse Practioner Work Athletic Training Social Worker Cosmetology Cybersecurity
uvm UMass Dartmouth Springfield College HCC Monarch WNEU

g

Brianna Houghton Gavin Kennedy Kelly Lynne Kennedy Lydia Kicza Bear Lacharite Andre LaFlamme
Business Engineering Journalism/Broadcasting Cosmetology Undecided Diesel Mechanic
HCC WPI University Arizona Digrigoli STCC Waste Management WNE

e

| - JE N e
Logan LaPointe Gameron LeBlanc Ava McFarland Justin Merced Chenoa Mestre Tristan Moe
Electrician Nursing Engineering Early Education Art/Creative Writing Tattoo Artist Medical/Nursing

HCC Worcester State HCC Elms Mass College of Art & Design STCC U New England
‘%_‘«.. e

Gavin Moreno Jonathan 0’Connor Emma Parsons Jaedyn Pike Jordyn Placzek Addison Prignano Olyvia Redmond

Biomedical Engineering Criminal Justice Gap Year Finance Cosmetology International Relations Dental Hygiene
UCONN Westfield State Work HCC UMass Amherst STCC

(e SHOUT IT from the roof top!

GALLAGHER - . :

REAL ESTATE A2

Maureen McGarrett Hall Class of 2025 |

® .
MA9585138|:|2 ME]ﬁSIE;Ial-(Meusiousingl [E An d I f you d On ’t

realtybymaureen@gmail.com have a roof top,
Ei 413-364-4994 | will sell you a

maureen.gogallagher.com BRG] [N
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Olah Roller
Art
UMass Amherst

GRANBY HIGH SCHOOL

Jaxton Roy
Finance
University of Kentucky

Stewart Szlosek
Electrical Engineering
STCC

Cody White
Electrician
Southeast Lineman TC

Go.
@m@ﬂ% 3

2025 GRADS SENTINEL

CLASS OF 2025

[T

Luke Scott

L. —

Ava Saunders

-«

\ A LY
Autumn Sicard

Maxwell Seymour Austin Smith
Zoology Work Laser Optics Technology Nursing Engineering

URI STCC UCONN Michigan Tech

‘ ‘ ° 0 .
Celebrating Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse
»/ 2 2 - :
.Our Graduates Tongratulations  eleh ot the Opening
< @Gradsl = in late June!

r Congralulations & besl wishes!
€ 75

Your Success is
BIG NEWS!
We are very

proud of you!

Molly Zumbruski
Sports Medicine
Assumption College

From your friends at

TurIey?)

Publications, Inc

24 WATER ST., PALMER, MA e 413-283-8393

/

from your
friends at the

Patio Pots ¢ Vegetable Plants e Annuals e Perennials

Route 202, East Street, Granby
q413-467-3794
~ Family Owned & Operated ~
Most Major Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks e Gift Certificates Available

Open:
8am-5pm

Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.
Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, MHC

= / PEDIATRIC & ADOLESCENT

MEDICINE

2207 Boston Rd.,
Wilbraham, MA 01095
(413) 599-1201
35 Turkey Hill Rd.,
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 599-1201

Fax (413) 596-2940
www.PAMcares.com

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2025!

SCARBORO from page 1

night would not have been
possible without a multitude
of creative minds.

Easthampton media pro-
vided production services
that included, but are not
limited to sound and video
editing.

Pete Sienkenicz was the
electrical engineer.

Matt Wolaver created the
ticket stubs for the event in
an effort to try and bring
back ticket stubs. E media,
Sienkenicz, and Wolaver are
just some of the people with
different skill sets that helped
bring this network together.

This event displays flora
research as seen through
the botany research insti-
tute. “The art is meant to
be explored and show how
we need the community to
help figure out the rest of the
story,” said Walker.

Egerstrom was the cre-
ative director who created the
majority of the art displayed.
She calls her art pieces alien
flowers.

Egerstrom created a
mythology for the alien
flowers that explains how
they were invented as well
as how these organisms are
sustained.

Walker and Egerstrom
wanted this to be a destina-
tion for people to discover
how things grow. They also
wanted to explore how to
carve out a space in nature
where you don’t have to tame
it, but you can simply exist
with it.

Egerstrom.
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY MURPHY FITTS

Nick Shaw(percussion), Kate Nicolaou(vocals), Juan Araneda
(guitar and vocals), and Bill Noland(bass), all members of the
band Nectar, about to perform live.

Part of Marisa Egerstrom’s
sculpture Ovaria Giliatum.

Art piece Luminifera Obliqua
created by Marisa Egerstrom.

Another fantastical sculpture
by Marisa Egerstrom.

Egerstrom also wanted
to explore what it means to
gather materials and give a
separate personality to all of
her different sculptures. “I
love making art that inspires
participation and involve-

ment all around,” said
Egerstrom.
The materials that

Egerstrom used were a pleth-
ora of multimedia including
and not limited to iridescent
vinyl, ping pong balls, off
brand materials, trash, and
old materials.

Egerstrom’s favorite part
of this event is inspiring peo-
ple to play and drop their
defenses, thus becoming their
best self.

“l want everyone to be
open to the depth of human
connection that we are in real
need of in this day and age,”
said Egerstrom.

Walker added that he loves

A look into the Scarboro Institute for Cosmic Botanists.

seeing how people interact
with the art and grasp hold
of the back story and how it
relates to everything.

Walker has been hosting
backyard community music
festivals and events of all
kinds for 10 years, but he has
never before hosted an event
quite like this.

The openness and ability
for people to connect with
each other is one part that
makes this event special.
Walker wants to bring peo-
ple together to express them-
selves and enjoy their time.

This is the largest art
project that Egerstrom has
worked on yet. She enjoyed
collaborating and world
building with Walker.

“Art is worth the time it
takes and everyone should
enjoy deeper connections
with the world as it is,” said
Egerstrom.
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xx*xxx% & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry,
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks. Competitive pric-
ing. Insured.

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CASH

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

BUS CLEANER WANTED. Part-time
mornings and weekends. Warren — local
applicants preferred. 413-436-5262 .

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

PANTRY COORDINATOR for Commu-
nity Survival Center in Indian Orchard.
Application available at www.communi-
tysurvivalcenter.org

Must be able to lift 40 pounds and stand
for extended periods of time. Four-day work
week; 34-hours/week; Pays $17.50/hour

SALES SUPPORT
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild
at St. Joseph's Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is
seeking a Sales Support Specialist.
Excellent communication and computer
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply,
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at
(774) 315-3107
or by email:
brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

FOR RENT

4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths,
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities.
1st/last/security. References and proof of
income required. Call 413-589-0401.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!

Call 413-283-8393

Storm Clean-up
ELECTRICIAN Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 Rné’lﬁ g{lsAI.II_
NEED AN **ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
2> pecializing in shru
ELLEckTR’!anAN - trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load- BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
, 00K no rurther: er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please ~ MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
PJ’s Electrlca_ll offers fast call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-  Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
and reliable electrical services 7954. operated since 1950 (413)537-5090
for your home or business.
Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LIGENSED & INSURED CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 2 PM. ON FRIDAY
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 | 22 | 2 | 20 R
2 sspi | 26 mgprice| 27 sasfre | 28 Caes P
29 asgfrce | 30 Basgprce | 31 masgfice| 32 i
= | 34 EEE e e
& | 38 EEE g 0 e
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA  Discover d Cash [ Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

BELCHERTOWN

)
m

NEW BRANTREE

est
GROOKFIELD

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

i
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POLICE LOG from page 11

Federal Street struck a deer.
There was some damage to
the vehicle. No injuries were
reported, and no tows were
needed.

5:13 p.m. — An officer
responded to a report of a
disturbance involving neigh-
bors. One reported the oth-
er’s tv was too loud. The
officer responded to the res-
idence, and they could hear
the tv coming from a partic-
ular apartment. The officer
spoke with the two neigh-
bors.

Tuesday, May 27

8:09 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident. A
vehicle going northbound
when it turned into a busi-
ness. As the vehicle turned, a
person riding a bicycle rode
right into the vehicle. The
person on the bicycle didn’t
stay in the area to wait for
police to arrive.

9:15 a.m. — An officer
responded to a business for
a report of a large business
sign that was stolen. The sign
was there on Friday when
the reporting person left
from work. No suspects were
reported. It was forwarded to
a detective.

9:23 a.m. — An officer took
a report of suspicious activi-
ty. A person was on OmeTYV,
a website when people can
do real time to connect with
strangers and joined two
male people who had vests
and guns. They said they
were real. See a rifle in the

background. The person
didn’t recognize them. they
knew her name. unknown
who they area.

2:51 p.m. — An officer
responded to Boardman
Road for an accident. A vehi-
cle tried to pull to the shoul-
der of the road, slid into a
ditch full of water. A towing
company was contacted. The
vehicle was towed and drove
from the scene.

6:33 p.m. — A person in
an atm observed a man walk
to south side of the building
and went to a vehicle as was
sitting the rear of the atm.
The reporting person pulled
on the door, it was unlocked
and open. The person locked
the door. The man returned
parting person pulled on
the door it was unlocked
and open then shut the door
and it locked. Then the man
returned and approached the
atm with an electronic box.
Said they were an electrician.
Bank of America said a tech-
nician would out to check.
No sign crime observed.

Granby
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby
Police Department respond-
ed to 130 calls for the week
of May 23 through May 29.
Those arrested are presumed
innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law. The Granby
Police Department provides
all information.

Saturday, May 24

7:54 p.m. — A motorist
reported that a vehicle veered
into their lane of travel caus-
ing them to drive off the right
side of the road and strike
a highway sign. The other
vehicle did not stop and was
not identified. There were no
injuries.

Monday, May 26

11:02 a.m. — A motor-
ist reported striking a deer.
There were no injuries.

7:38 p.m. — An employee
at Cumberland Farms stat-
ed that a customer was being
unruly because a transaction
was unable to be processed.
The customer left prior to
police arrival.

Tuesday, May 27

2:28 p.m. — A motorist
reported a minor two-car
accident. There were no inju-
ries.

2:50 p.m. — While on
patrol, an officer observed
a motor vehicle cut through
the Dunkin Donuts Plaza at
a high rate of speed to avoid
the traffic light. The vehicle
was stopped and the operator
was issued a civil citation for
making an improper turn.

5 p.m. — A motorist report-
ed a two-car accident. Granby
Police and Fire responded.
There were no injuries.

Wednesday, May 28
11:33 a.m. — A motor-
ist reported a two-car acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire
responded. There were no
injuries.

Author to give presentation at the Grange

REGION - Ware
Grange’s next gardening
workshop, “Succession
Planting,” will be held on
Wednesday, June 18 at 7
p.m. at the Grange Hall at
297 Belchertown Road in
Ware. Our presenter will be
Roberta McQuaid, author
of the weekly “In the

Garden” column for Turley
Publications. By now, the
garden is in, but do you still
have the urge to sow more
seed? Learn how to extend
the harvest by sowing and
planting in succession. We
will discuss easy re-sowers,
such as bush beans and let-
tuce, and also take a look

at tomatoes, peas, brocco-
li and more which can also
offer fresh picking into the
fall months and less money
spent at the grocery store.
Visit Ware Grange on
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.

WPI from page 8

engineering graduate from
WPI became CEO of one
of the most iconic apparel
companies in the world. The
answer, she told the grad-
uates, lies in a handful of
guiding principles she start-
ed refining in her years on
the WPI campus.

“I’ve realized that to the
extent I’ve been successful
and able to engineer the kind
of life I wanted for myself
and my family, it’s large-
ly because I learned how
to approach problems and
moments intentionally and
productively, while keeping
real people in mind at all
times,” Gass said.

Gass and Mark Fuller,
chair and treasurer of the
George F. and Sybil H.
Fuller Foundation, a sig-
nificant supporter of WPI,
received honorary degrees as
part of the ceremony.

Student speaker Dhespina
Zhidro, a biomedical engi-
neering and mechanical

engineering double major,
reminded fellow graduates
about the community they
formed for themselves,
shaped by a collective expe-
rience that included strug-
gle, doubt, and, ultimately,
achievement.

“WPI has given us more
than an education,” Zhidro
said. “It has given us a blue-
print for how to live, how
to lead, create meaningful
change, and leave every
place we enter better than
we found it.”

About Worcester
Polytechnic Institute

WPI is a top-tier STEM-
focused research universi-
ty and a recognized pioneer
and global leader in proj-
ect-based learning. Founded
in 1865 on the principle that
students learn most effec-
tively by applying the theory
learned in the classroom to
the practice of solving real-
world problems, WPI's con-
tinued mission is to trans-
form lives, turn knowledge

into action to confront glob-
al challenges, and revolu-
tionize STEM through dis-
tinctive and inclusive educa-
tion, projects, and research.
WPI’s project-based curric-
ulum engages undergrad-
uates in solving important
scientific, technological, and
societal problems through-
out their education and at
more than 50 project cen-
ters around the world. Today
WPI offers more than 70
bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctoral degree programs
across 18 academic depart-
ments in science, engineer-
ing, technology, business,
the social sciences, and the
humanities and arts. To help
address ongoing challeng-
es, improve lives, and help
create a more sustainable
world, WPI faculty and stu-
dents pursue groundbreak-
ing research in such areas
as the life sciences, smart
technologies, materials and
manufacturing, and global
initiatives.

| PUBLIC NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Shree
Nar Marayan Investor, LLC to
Alliance Energy, LLC, dated No-
vember 22, 2022 and recorded
with Hampshire County Registry
of Deeds in Book 14767, Page
47, of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for
breach of the conditions of said
mortgage, and for the purpose
of foreclosing, the same will be
sold at Public Auction at 12:00
PM, on the 17th day of June,
2025 on the mortgaged premises
described below, being known
as 33 State Street, Belchertown,
Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said
mortgage to wit:

Property Address: 33 State
Street, Belchertown, MA 01007

The land with the buildings
thereon in Belchertown, Hamp-
shire County, Massachusetts,
being more particularly bounded
and described as follows:

A certain parcel of land being
shown on a plan entitled “Plan
of Land in Belchertown Mas-
sachusetts prepared for George
B. Jackson” dated December
10, 1987, and being recorded
in Hampshire County Registry
of Deeds in Book of Plans 151,
Page 82. Said parcel is more par-
ticularly bounded and described
as follows:

Beginning at a point on the
southerly sideline of Maple
Street, said point being at the
northwest corner of the here-
in-described parcel;

Thence running: N 78° 03’
25” E along the southerly side-
line of said Maple Street a dis-
tance of 131.49 feet to a point;

Thence running: along a curve
to the right having a radius of
30.00 feet along the westerly
sideline of Stadler Street an arc
distance of 37.31 feet to a point;

Thence running: S 30° 43’
47" E along the westerly sideline
of said Stadler Street a distance
of 27.81 feet to a point;

Thence running: S 48°59° 17”
W along other land at George B.
Jackson a distance of 94.70 feet
to a point;

Thence running: S 71°22°42”
W along other land of George B.
Jackson a distance of 22.00 feet
to a point;

Thence running: S 18° 37’
18” E along other land of George
B. Jackson a distance of 7.47 feet
to a point;

Thence running: S 71°22” 42”
W along other land of George B.
Jackson a distance of 38.00 feet
to a point;

Thence running: S 18° 37’
18” E along other land of George
B. Jackson a distance of 3.13 feet
to a point;

Thence running: S 71°22’ 42”
W along other land of George B.
Jackson a distance of 7.70 feet to
a point;

Thence running: S 18° 37’
18” E along other land of George
B. Jackson a distance of 70.82
feet to a point;

Thence running: S 71°22° 42”
W along other land of George B.
Jackson a distance of 17.00 feet
to a point;

Thence running: N 15° 30’
50” W along other land now or
formerly of George B. Jackson
a distance of 183.75 feet to the
point of beginning.

Containing 14,967 square feet
of area, more or less.

Subject to restrictions and
easements of record, if in force
and applicable.

Subject to an easement re-
tained and reserved by George B.
Jackson, herein his heirs, grant-
ees or assigns, more particularly
described as follows;

Beginning at a point on the
westerly sideline of Stadler
Street at the southeast corner of
the above-described parcel and
also of this easement:

Thence running: N 30° 43’
47 W along the westerly side-
line of Stadler street a distance of
27.81 feet to a point;

Thence running: S 48° 59’
177 W through the above-de-
scribed parcel a distance of 75.74
feet to a point;

Thence running: S 78° 03’
25”7 W through the above-de-
scribed parcel a distance of 60.00

feet to a point;

Thence running: S 15°30° 50”
E through the above-described
parcel to a point on the southerly
boundary of the above-described
parcel;

Thence running: N 71° 22
42” E along the southerly bound-
ary of the above-described parcel
25 feet, more or less, to a corner
of the above-described parcel;

Thence running: N 18° 37’
18” W along the above-described
parcel a distance of 7.47 feet to a
point;

Thence running: N 71° 22’
42” E along the above-described
parcel a distance of 22 feet to a
point;

Thence running: N 48° 59’
17 W along the above-described
parcel a distance of 94.70 feet to
the point of beginning.

All persons, vehicles and busi-
ness invitees to the abutting land
now or formerly of George B.
Jackson shall be allowed to pass
and to travel upon any portion at
the easement and to park auto-
mobiles on the southerly portion
of the easement abutting George
B. Jackson’s land. No structures
shall be erected upon the ease-
ment nor shall the easement be
obstructed by the owner for an
unreasonable period of time and
then only for the purposes of re-
pair to or replacement of pipes,
tanks and other work necessary
to the gasoline sales operation
of the owner. The easement shall
be maintained by the property
owner with a hardened asphalt

surface in good repair.

In the event of a typographical
error or omission contained in
this publication, the description
of the premises contained in said
Mortgage recorded with Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds
in Book 14767, Page 47, shall
control.

Said premises will be sold
subject to any and all unpaid tax-
es, assessments, betterments and
municipal liens, if any there be.

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Twenty Thousand Dollars
($20,000.00) will be required for
a bid on the mortgaged premises.
The deposit shall be paid in cash
or by certified check at the time
and place of the sale as earnest
money. The balance is to be paid
by wire transfer to an account to
be designated by Lender within
thirty (30) days of the date of
the sale with the firm of Rainen
Law Office, P.C., at which time
and place the deed shall be de-
livered. The successful bidder
will be required to sign, at the
Public Auction, a Memorandum
of Sale, containing the above
terms and any additional terms
announced at the Public Auction.
In the event that the successful
bidder shall default under the
terms of this notice and/or the
terms of said Memorandum of
Sale, the holder of the Mortgage
reserves the right to purchase the
premises in its own name, or in
that of a nominee, or to sell the
premises by foreclosure deed to
the next highest bidder, all at the

next highest amount bid at such
auction.
Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at sale.
Alliance Energy, LLC
present holder of said
mortgage
By: Carrie B. Rainen, Esquire
Rainen Law Office, P.C.
231 Sutton St.
Suite 2E
North Andover,
Massachusetts 01845
Telephone: (978) 975-4144
05/29, 06/05, 06/12/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as

of June 13, 2025 the following
motor vehicle will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2009 Volkswagen Passat

VIN #: WVWIJK73C49P056038
Color: Silver

LKO: Elisha Hourihan

Address: 24 Simard Drive
Chicopee, MA 01013

1989 CAUL Trailer with Boat
VIN #: ICXBP1911GS631928
Color: Silver
LKO: Dominick Cusano
Address: 45 Kopec Avenue
Belchertown, MA 01007
Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA
413-530-3804
05/29, 06/05, 06/12/2025

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

BUSINESS 5ERVICE

R E C T O R Y

413-323-6664.

1122. John Alix, Owner.

AUTO BODY HAIRDRESSER

REECE AUTO BODY Com-
plete Auto Body, Paint & Repair”
auto glass, computerized paint
matching, also routine car

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012.
Great cuts for men and women. A
full service hair salon. Open Tue-

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. Sales
and service, Toro, Wheel Horse,

AMHERST WELDING, INC. Snow
plows, sanders, sales & service,
hydraulic hoses & repairs, trailer
hitches, trailer repairs, welding,

maintenance. Free estimates. Old
Springfield Road, Belchertown.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories,
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades,
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-

Sat., evening hours available.

BELL & HUDSON INSURANCE
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel.
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591.
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto,

PC life, commercial, group health.

Scag, Jonsered, Residential
and Commercial. 41 South
Whitney Street, Amherst, since
1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROBERTS ROOFS CO., INC.
Trusted name since 1982.
Commercial, industrial, residential.
Specializing in shingles, slate
copper work, historical restoration,
flat roofing. Snow Removal. Fully
licensed. Free estimates. 413-283-
4395

www.robertsroofsinc.com

fabrication, lawnmower repairs.
330 Harkness Road, Amherst
413-253-4867.

f‘i}{}{}{}ﬂr—\

Let's Hear
It for Our
Best Local
 Businesses |

N

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393
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D'rag queens: Dads, and kids show up and march in the Belchertown

Pride Parade.

A celebration of visibility,
community, and progress

By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer
amccoy@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN— What
began four years ago as a
modest Pride flag-raising cer-
emony has now blossomed
into a full-scale celebration of
identity, community, and resil-
ience.

On Sunday at 1 p.m., the
Belchertown Common came
alive with color, music, and
powerful messages of inclu-
sion as the town hosted its
first-ever Pride Festival and
Parade.

Despite overcast skies and
weather more reminiscent of
early April than June, spir-
its remained high. The day
marked a historic milestone:
not just the fourth annu-
al Pride event for the town,
but its first true festival-style
celebration, complete with
more than 60 vendors, a lively
parade, and entertainment for
all ages.

The event kicked off with
opening remarks from orga-
nizer and Belchertown Police
Officer Vinny Daponte, who
welcomed attendees with
warmth and determination.

“Of course we can [han-
dle a Pride Festival in
Belchertown],” Daponte said,
acknowledging the town’s
progress and readiness for a
larger celebration.

Town Manager Steve
Williams followed with the
reading of an official Pride
Month proclamation on behalf
of the Select Board, declar-
ing June as Pride Month in
Belchertown.

“Belchertown is commit-
ted to being a welcoming,
inclusive, safe, and respect-
ful community for everyone,”
Williams affirmed.

Massachusetts State Senator
Jake Oliveira spoke passion-

ately about the progress made,
both locally and across the
Commonwealth. “Four short
years ago, we were raising the
flag for the first time. Look
how far we’ve come,” he said.

Oliveira celebrated
Massachusetts as a trailblaz-
er in LGBTQ+ rights, noting,
“Massachusetts was the first
state in the country to recog-
nize full marriage equality.”

Vinny Daponte, who is one
of the only openly gay male
police officers in Western
Massachusetts, took a moment
to reflect on the significance
of visibility.

“Especially with today’s
political climate and all the
growing hate towards the
trans community, I think that’s
why it’s important to have
big Pride events like this,”
Daponte said.

Daponte credited numer-
ous partners for helping make
the day possible, includ-
ing the Belchertown Police
Department, Department
of Public Works, Fire
Department, the DEI Task
Force, and Hope United
Church, which provided the
sound system.

The Fire Department even
hosted a popular “touch-a-
truck” activity where children
could explore a fire engine
and safely try out the Jaws of
Life.

“The support here is amaz-
ing,” Daponte said. “We all
stick together. We all stand up
for all LGBTQ rights.”

The Pride Parade began
behind the Finery House and
made its way down Main
Street, ending at the Common
beneath a massive rainbow
arch.

Alongside cheering resi-
dents were local Select Board
members Lesa Lessard-
Pearson and Jen Turner, whom
Daponte praised for their
ongoing support. “Anything |

Belchertown Police Officer Vinny Daponte and Acting Chair
Member of the Belchertown Selecthoard Lesa Lessard-Piarson
led the parade through the rainbow arch and into the festival.

Belchertown Police Officer Vinny
Daponte came out to the crowd and
let everyone know how grateful he

was to everyone who showed up.
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State Senator Jake Oliveira gives his opening speech, saying
that now is more important than ever to host something loud

and proud.

“The support here is
amazing. We all stick
together. We all stand up

for all LGBTQ rights.”
— Vinny Daponte
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The Belchertown High Schoolers raising the Rainbow Flag in front of Town Hall.

bring forward [Town Manager
Steve Williams] says ‘yes’ for
it,” he added gratefully.
Throughout the day, the
Common buzzed with energy.
The vendor list was diverse
and expansive, featuring local
businesses, advocacy groups,
artists, and food vendors.
Families browsed LGBTQ+
literature at Pinder’s Pages,
kids got balloon animals and
face paint from Wicked Fun
Faces, and teens rocked out to
Western Massachusetts’ own
Ultra Violet Band, composed
of four talented 8th graders.
One standout moment
came from the DEI Task
Force’s “Free Mom Hugs”
booth, where volunteers
embraced anyone who need-
ed a reminder that they are
loved and seen. Nearby, J.S.
Bryant School, an upcoming
high school specifically for
LGBTQIA+ youth, shared
plans for their September
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opening after years of devel-
opment.

Drag performer Felicity
Vlay, a friend of Vinny’s,
brought flair and affirma-
tion to the day, highlighting
the important cultural space
drag occupies in the LGBTQ+
movement.

As the afternoon conclud-
ed, Belchertown High School
students raised the Pride flag
above the Common, with
Vinny leading a joyful chant:
“We’re here, we’re queer, so
don’t mess with us!”

In a brief interview, Vinny
shared his hope for the future:
“Last year, I hosted the
flag-raising ceremony. This is
our first-ever festival... Next
year, I want floats, trucks, a
drag show, and even more
vendors.”

When asked about the most
important takeaway from the
day, he said: “Just have fun.
Be yourself.”
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Charlotte Cassidy from Wards and Witchcraft.
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Vinny Daponte’s mother, sister, and niece show up with their
rainbow Don’t Tread On Me flag in support of their relative Vinny.

The 2025 Belchertown

Pride Festival and Parade was
more than just a celebration—
it was a declaration. In a time
of national division and rising
anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric, this

P

small Western Massachusetts
town offered a resounding
message: Belchertown stands
for love, inclusivity, and
unapologetic pride.

Members of the Belchertown DEI Taskforce giving out Free
Mom Hugs at the entrance to the festival.
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