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GRANBY – Saturday, May 
30 marked the first forag-
ing event at the Granby Free 
Public Library.  Resident forag-
er Arianna Alexsandra Collins 
conducted a walk around the 
library campus to identify 
edible and medicinal plants.  
During the interactive lesson, 
Collins not only pointed out 
what was edible on campus 
but also invited participants to 
sample test what was safe to eat 
without preparation.  

Collins started her career as a 
naturals educator at the Bonnie 
Vail Environmental Education 
Center in Brattleboro Vermont 
and learned her craft work-
ing for “different institutions” 
around Massachusetts.  She has 
30 years of experience identi-

Events calendar 
formalized, eyes 
redevelopment

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Selectboard on Monday 
adopted the town’s first arti-
ficial intelligence policy, 
formalized a fast-growing 
community events calendar 
and backed key redevelop-
ment grants for Carriage 
Grove and an industrial par-
cel off Route 21, while also 
retooling its annual awards 
program.

The meeting mixed policy 
work on emerging technol-
ogy and communications 
with nuts‑and‑bolts votes 
on borrowing, licenses and 
appointments. Board mem-
bers also signaled they want 
to more visibly celebrate 
town employees and vol-
unteers, potentially tying 
future honors to the fall 
town fair and parade.

AI policy sets
 guardrails, not a ban
After months of commit-

tee work and legal review, 
the board voted unanimous-
ly to adopt an artificial 
intelligence policy govern-
ing town employees and 
committees.

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Committee Ed Comeau, 
who helped draft the policy, 

emphasized that it is meant 
to evolve along with the 
technology.

“We recognize that this is 
going to be a rapidly evolv-
ing policy, just because AI 
is so rapidly evolving,” he 
said. “We wanted to come 
up with one that’s not too 
restrictive yet puts up some 
guard rails as to what peo-
ple, the employees can and 
can’t do, and not just the 
employees, but committees 
as well.”

The policy allows staff to 
use tools such as ChatGPT, 
Copilot or Gemini but 
bars uploading “sensitive 
information” and requires 
that humans review any 
AI‑genera ted  mater ia l 
before it is released.

“The last set of eyes 
have to be human on any-
thing you put out there,” he 
said, adding that staff “can’t 
upload…Belchertown infor-
mation” that is confidential 
and “can’t use it to generate 
original graphic content.” 

Town Manager Steve 
Williams backed the policy 
as both necessary and flex-
ible.

“I think going forward 
it’s…going to be continual-
ly reviewed,” Williams told 
the board. “I wholehearted-
ly support the board adopt-
ing this policy.”

School employees are 
excluded for now, but board 

Trash contract, 
animal control 
case advances

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

G R A N B Y  –  T h e 
Selectboard approved a full 
20-car Class II used-car 
license for a West Street ser-
vice station, endorsed a new 
town-wide trash and recy-
cling contract with USA 
Municipal Collection and 
moved to escalate enforce-
ment in a long-running ani-
mal control case ahead of 
next week’s annual town 
meeting.

The board’s decisions 
came  dur ing  a  rough-
ly 70-minute session that 
ranged from curbside collec-
tion logistics and conserva-
tion talks to a pending Open 
Meeting Law complaint and 

preparations for town meet-
ing articles and outreach.

Used-car license clears 
after debate over parking, 
safety and process

After extended back-and-
forth between public safety 
officials, the Planning Board 
chair and the applicants, the 
Selectboard voted to grant 
Smith Merrill Inc. a Class 
II license allowing up to 20 
used vehicles for sale at 161 
West State Street, matching 
the Planning Board’s earlier 
site plan approval.

B o a r d  C h a i r  D a v i d 
Labonte opened the discus-
sion by stressing concern 
that the station’s lot could 
become overcrowded with 

the addition of 
used-car inven-
tory.

Police Chief 
Kevin O’Grady 
told the board 
that he, the fire 
chief and the 
building inspec-
tor had walked 

the site and were comfortable 
with 15 clearly defined spac-
es for used cars, citing emer-
gency access and potential 
congestion as reasons to start 
below 20.

By Ben Hernandez
bhernandez@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – The 
upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School is a bitter-
sweet experience for former 
custodian and artist Ron 
Duford.  During his tenure 
at the school, Duford created 
a number of unique artworks 
for the elementary school 
on breaks and after school 
hours, which garnered com-
munity attention in 2004. 
With  the 
upcoming 
c l o s u r e , 
D u f o r d 
r e f l e c t e d 
on his artis-
tic legacy at 
the school 
a n d  w h a t 
the future 
holds for the 
building.

“Al l  the 
p a r e n t s 
would come 
in and watch 
m e  e v e r y 
day,”  sa id 
D u f o r d .  
“The superintendent would 
come in and actually watch 
me paint.”

Duford reminisced on his 
old position, a day shift jan-
itor at the school.  He men-
tioned there wasn’t much 
to do during the day, which 
necessitated a way to “keep 
yourself occupied” during 

down time. Duford is a life-
long artist who dabbled in 
sculpting and painting.  The 
project to paint the school 
was one prompted by the 
school’s desire to be “color-
ful and aesthetically appeal-
ing,” according to a Sentinel 
article dated October 2, 
2004.

“I always drew,” said 
Duford.  “It keeps me busy, 
you know, the drawing and 
painting and sculptures.”

The local artist stated the 
inspiration came from notic-
ing empty bulletin boards 
around the school. He noted 
how they were neglected, 
which fostered a need to do 
something with them.

“I’m looking at these bul-
letin boards and they’re not 
putting anything on them,” 

Duford said.  “It 
was very rare to see 
anything on there.  
The kids would 
do a project, then 
they’d put them 
on there.  But they 

used to put more of 
the pictures on the 

walls themselves rather than 
the bulletin boards.”

Intent on having the bul-
letin boards serve a purpose, 
the artist created murals as 
a showcase for the children. 
Common themes included 
underwater creatures, famil-
iar sights such as school 
buses and popular characters 

such as Winnie the Pooh and 
Disney characters.  One such 
massive mural was 15 by 5 
feet long and featured many 
famous Disney characters.

“It goes to Pocahontas and 
Cinderella and all the other 
dwarves and Pinocchio and 
the whole castle itself,” said 
Duford.  “It really came out 
good, in my opinion.”

As of press time, Cold 
Spring School is set to close 
on June 18.  A ceremony 
will be held on the campus 
at 5:30 p.m., where light 

conducted at libraryconducted at library
First foraging walk Selectboard 

adopts AI rules

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Arianna Collins shows off edible foliage during her demonstration.

White Clover is another such 
usable plant for various 

purposes.

Selectboard backs 
20-car limit for West 
Street used-car lot

Former custodian, artist remembers school art

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Former custodian and local artist Ron Duford poses 
with a Sentinel feature article from 2004.

A jungle themed mural painted on the wall.

Please see GRANBY, page 3

“I would hate to see the 
board decide to limit, take 
25% of your business away 
from you right off the bat.”

– Jeffrey Lawson

Please see AI RULES, 
page 11

Please see FORAGING, 
page 11

Please see SCHOOL ART, 
page 5
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing

Spring is Here!
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

Swing on by The Roadhouse Cafe! 
Breakfast, Lunch & Specials

Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

178 Federal St.
Belchertown
(413) 323-6175

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

❚ COMMUNITY�

Planning Board Chair 
James Trompke pushed back, 
warning the Selectboard not 
to undermine his board’s 
authority on site plan approv-
al.

“It seems like it’s a lit-
tle bit of a disrespect, say-
ing that you’re only going 
to approve it at 15 based on 
your perspective, rather than 
planning board’s perspec-
tive,” he said, adding that the 
move could “open you up to 
appeal.”

Town consultant Bernard 
Lynch aligned with the 
Planning Board on jurisdic-
tion, saying he had “no prob-
lem with the 20 cars that the 
planning board approved” 
and noting that board’s role 
as “the authorizing authority 
on this.”

Co-owner Brett Merrill 
told the board the business 
would ramp up slowly, not 
immediately filling all the 
spaces.

He suggested they would 
“test the water with five cars” 
and self-limit to avoid opera-
tional problems. 

“We would never do any-
thing that’s going to make 

our lives more miserable,” he 
said. 

O’Grady reiterated public 
safety concerns, including 
late-night tow drop-offs and 
drivers “jamming on their 
brakes” to look at vehicles 
out front.

S e l e c t b o a r d  m e m b e r 
Jeffrey Lawson ultimately 
argued against trimming the 
Planning Board’s number.

“I would hate to see the 
board decide to limit, take 
25% of your business away 
from you right off the bat,” 
he said.

A f t e r  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e 
site plan and lot lines, the 
board approved the Class II 
license as recommended by 
the Planning Board—up to 
20 used cars—while mak-
ing clear they will monitor 
for overcrowding and safety 
issues.

The license runs through 
the end of the calendar year.

Trash contract:
 carts coming, blue bags 

going away
Earlier in the meeting, 

Lynch reported that a con-
tract from USA Municipal 
Collection had been reviewed 
by him and Town Counsel 

and found to be consistent 
with the proposal the board 
previously endorsed.

The board voted to enter 
into the contract with USA, 
setting up a July 1 start 
date with new carts and a 
shift away from the town’s 
long-standing blue-bag sys-
tem.

A USA representative said 
carts are scheduled to begin 
deployment around June 15, 
with 96-gallon single‑stream 
recycling carts and roughly 
65-gallon trash carts for each 
household.

Labonte emphasized there 
will be no more blue bags 
and weekly recycling pickup.

 “You’ll have a 96 gal-
lon for recycling… and for 
the trash is a 65 gallon, I 
believe,” he said, describing 
recycling as “single stream,” 
meaning “your glass, plas-
tic, and cardboard all goes in 
there.”

Animal control: 
chronic loose dogs headed 

to hearing, court
The board also heard from 

the animal control officer 
about a long-running case 
involving loose dogs and 
peacocks repeatedly wan-

dering off a property despite 
warnings and citations.

The ACO said she has 
received approximately 20 
complaints, issued multiple 
verbal and written warnings 
and written at least 13 paid 
and unpaid citations, most at 
the higher $50 level.

Despite the escalating 
enforcement, she said, “there 
really hasn’t been any effort 
to do anything” to prevent 
the animals from roaming, 
and some recent tickets 
remain unpaid.

O’Grady said the unpaid 
tickets will now be treated as 
bylaw violations and taken to 
court.

The board  agreed to 
put the matter on the next 
Selectboard agenda and to 
summon the owners for a for-
mal hearing.

Town meeting prep, 
easement, hiring and Open 

Meeting Law response
Other actions included:

Council on Aging director: 
The board approved repost-
ing the Council on Aging 
director job to replace the 
outgoing director effective 
July 1.

National Grid easement: 
The board approved a grant 
of easement to National Grid 
so the utility can bring elec-
tric service to the West Street 
building (former West Street 
School).

Town meeting logistics: 

Town Moderator  Lynne 
Mercier walked the board 
through Articles 21 through 
32, assigning who will move 
each motion and confirming 
language to be provided to 
voters.

Town meeting explainer: 
The board voted to approve 
t h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Committee’s plain‑language 
“town meeting explainer” for 
posting on the town website 
and social media.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

GRANBY from page 1

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Opening Day of the 2026 
season of the Belchertown 
Farmers and Artisans Market 
is Sunday, June 7 at 10 
a.m. on the Belchertown 
Common (corner of Rt. 
202 and Jabish Street).  
Organizers are excited to 
welcome the community 
back to the Common with 
a fresh new season filled 
with local farms (14 of 
them!), handmade goods, 
baked treats and drinks, food 
trucks, artisan products, and 
a chance to connect with 
neighbors and support local 
businesses.

B r i t t n i  R o b i d o u x , 
Manager of the Belchertown 
Market is looking forward 
to opening day.  “We have 
an amazing opening day on 
deck, and an amazing 2026 
season planned!”  With 14 
farmers signed up for the 
market this year, the season 
promises to be one of the 
best yet.  Live music every 
week – opening day will be 
Bruce Colegrove.  

To help make it a great 
day for everyone, organizers 
have a ‘Dino Dig’ planned 
for kids on opening day.  
And every week will be the 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. ‘Sensory 
Hour’ for those that prefer a 
quieter market setting.  

Belcher town Farmers 
& Artisans Market accepts 
SNAP and HIP benefits 
– stop by Brittni’s Market 
Manager tent for information 

on how to use those bene-
fits.  Market organizers wish 
to thank their sponsors for 
again making a ‘$10 Snap 
Match’ every Sunday avail-
able to those that qualify.  

The market runs every 
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on the beautiful Belchertown 
Common.  Bring a chair and 
spend time in your commu-
nity.  

Fo l l ow  B e l c h e r t ow n 
Farmers Market on Facebook 
and Instagram to get all the 
latest updates and get to 
know their amazing ven-
dors and wonderful prod-
ucts.   Sign up for their 
weekly Newsletter to keep 
up-to-date on products avail-
able each week – visit www.
belchertownfarmersmarket.
weebly.com to easily sign up 
for the Market Newsletter.

Farmers Market set to open this Sunday

BELCHERTOWN – Back 
for a second year, a group 
of six Western Mass cyclists 
have banded together to raise 
money to fight cancer.

Team (413) PMC, made 
up of Jim Gosselin (South 
Hadley), Jill Giebutowski 
(Monson), Ruby Schmerling 
(Amherst) ,  Maria Burke 
(Holyoke), Jenn Gilburg 
( H o l y o k e ) ,  a n d  S a r a h 
Aasheim (Belchertown), will 
be riding 192 miles in the 
Pan Mass Challenge (PMC) 
this August to fund the cut-
ting-edge cancer treatment 
and research provide by the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
(DFCI). The PMC is the sin-
gle biggest supporter of Dana 
Farber, having raised over 
$1 Billion since the ride’s 
inception in 1980.  Team 
(413) PMC’s goal is to raise 
$40,000 this year.

Like many PMC riders, 
all six members of the team 
have a personal connection to 
cancer., Sarah and Maria are 
survivors; Maria is currently 
in treatment at Dana Farber.  
Jim, Ruby, and Jenn have all 
lost close family members 
to cancer. Jill is motivated to 
ride in honor of many people 
in her life who’ve faced dif-
ferent forms of cancer.

Riding the PMC for the 
17th straight year, Jim (who 
serves as the team captain) 
noted,  “When my mom 
passed, there were not many 
treatment options and I felt 
like I needed to do some-
thing to help change that.  
The PMC is an amazing 
fundraising event and every 
dollar raised goes directly to 
research or treatment at Dana-
Farber.”

Comment ing  on  the i r 
“413-forward” branding, 
Sarah shared, “People here 
in Western Mass are not as 
familiar with the PMC and 
its mission, so we wanted to 

show off our Western Mass 
pride by adding “413” to our 
team name. We all benefit 
from having Dana-Farber in 
our backyard, so our goal is to 
shine a light on the outstand-
ing care and hope they pro-
vide when those facing cancer 
need it most.” 

This group of six friends 
will be cycling hundreds of 
miles this spring and summer, 
to prepare for the “big ride” 
the first weekend in August. 
They ride in gratitude for the 
care they and their loved ones 
have received and to “pay 
it forward” to help others.  
Realizing that most people 
have a connection to cancer 
through their own diagnosis 
or that of a friend or loved 
one, this team of riders shares 
Dana Farber’s commitment to 
a cure – and they are pedaling 
the miles to support this goal.

To support their fundrais-
ing, the team is hosting two 
upcoming events: 

F l ow  w i t h  P u r p o s e :  
Saturday June 6, 9 to 10 a.m. 
Ohana School for Performing 
Arts (Chicopee).  Donation-
based yoga class (suggested 
donation $30 per participant)

( 4 1 3 )  P M C  N i g h t :  
Thursday June 11, 11 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. McCarthy’s Pub 
(Belchertown) 10% of all 
food sales on this day as well 
as proceeds from a 50/50 raf-
fle will be donated directly 
to the Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute through Team (413) 
PMC’s fundraiser.  

Team (413) PMC wel-
comes other businesses to 
support its efforts. To spon-
sor or make a contribution 
to Team (413) PMC, donate 
online here, email sarah-
daasheim@gmail.com or call 
(413) 687-1698.  Any gift, 
large or small, makes a differ-
ence, and every rider-raised 
dollar is directly donated to 
DFCI and the Jimmy Fund.  

Cyclists pedal miles 
and ‘peddle’ donations 
to help fight cancer

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
The Belchertown Public 
School District is proud 
to announce that seven 
seniors from Belchertown 
High School will earn the 
prestigious Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
Seal of Biliteracy. The 
Massachusetts  Seal  of 
Biliteracy honors gradu-
ating students who have 
achieved high function-

al and academic levels of 
language proficiency in 
both English and a world 
language. The Seal of 
Biliteracy is a statement of 
accomplishment for future 
employers and for colleges 
and will appear on student 
transcripts. Our area com-
munity colleges and state 
universities give from 9-15 
college credits to students 
who have earned the Seal of 
Biliteracy. Congratulations.

2026  Rec ip i en t s  o f 
the Massachusetts Seal 
of Biliteracy in Spanish: 
Abigail Almeida, Tyler 
Benede t t i ,  Mackenz ie 
Burch, Edan Chaverri , 
J iovanka Rosa-Cortez , 
Kiera Struzziero 

2026 Recipient of the 
Massachusetts  Seal  of 
Biliteracy with Distinction 
i n  S p a n i s h :  L u c a s 
Bermudez

BHS seniors receive biliteracy awards

BENEFITS ACCEPTED
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 $679
B’laster® Original 
Penetrant w/ ProStraw
11 oz.
NCP  16PBDS

/each
SAVE

35%

Belchertown 
Police Logs

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in 
the Belchertown Police log 
and arrests for the weeks of 
May 15, through May 28. 
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the 
police department based on 
the review of the detailed 
log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Monday, May 18

10:54 a.m. – A 55-year-
old Belchertown woman 
was issued a summons on 
charges of assault and bat-
tery. An officer responded 
to a Federal Street business 
about a disturbance. The 
officer received a report 
the person was intoxicated 
and drove from the busi-
ness going north on Daniel 
Shay’s Highway. The person 
was unsteady and almost fell. 
An employee told the per-
son they couldn’t make any 
purchases, and they shouldn’t 
leave or drive. The person 
then grabbed the employee’s 
neck to get their keys back. 
The person was charged 
accordingly. 

Tuesday, May 19
12:42 p.m. – A section 

35 warrant was issued for a 
55-year-old Belchertown res-
ident. 

Monday, May 25
3:08 p.m. – A 36-year-old 

Ware resident was issued a 
summons on charges of two 
counts of shoplifting and two 
counts of trespassing. An 
officer responded to a George 
Hannum Road business for 
a report of shoplifting. They 
wanted to report two inci-
dents of shoplifting involving 
the same person who stole 
energy drinks. The employ-
ees were able to get a plate 
of the vehicle. The person 
was identified and during the 
investigation, officers found 
the person was previously 
trespassed from the property. 
They were charged accord-
ingly. 

3:55 p.m. – A 27-year-old 
Springfield male was issued 
a summons for charges of 
speeding and operating with 
a suspended license. An offi-
cer working a traffic enforce-
ment grant detail saw a vehi-
cle speeding on Boardman 
Road. The officer stopped 
the vehicle and identified the 
operator. Their license came 
back as suspended and no 
one else in the vehicle had a 
license. A relative was con-
tacted to drive the vehicle 
and the person was charged 
accordingly. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, May 15

8:47 a.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
State Street. Two vehicles 
were traveling east on State 
Street in a school zone when 
the second vehicle passed the 
first vehicle. The first vehi-
cle was going 25 mph in a 
school zone. The second 
vehicle side swiped the first 
vehicle in a no passing zone. 
The driver of the second 
vehicle had video footage 
of the first vehicle sideswip-
ing them. No injuries were 
reported and no tows were 
needed. 

9:53 a.m. – An officer took 
a report of stolen proper-
ty from a Springfield Road 
resident. Buckets with iris-
es were stolen from the resi-
dence. The person said they 
were transplanting them at 
the time of the incident. The 
matter was documented. 

8:58 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a State Street 
residence for a report of a 
past breaking and enter-
ing incident. The residence 
was two apartments.  A 
windowpane near the door 
was removed and found on 
the floor. It was forcibly 
removed. Nothing was miss-
ing from the residence. The 
incident was documented. 

Saturday, May 16
8:36 p.m. – A resident 

called to report a stolen iPad. 
They were dropped off at a 
location and noticed they for-
got their iPad in the back of 
an Uber. The driver said they 
wouldn’t return the person 
the iPad unless they paid for 
it to be returned to the loca-
tion. The person was able to 
get the registration plate from 
the vehicle, and an officer ran 

the driver’s information. The 
officer tried to contact the 
Uber driver multiple times. 
Then on May 19, the officer 
spoke with the person who 
reported the Uber was in 
Rhode Island and Providence 
Police located the iPad and 
took possession of the iPad.

Sunday, May 17
10:05 p.m. – An officer 

dispatched to North Main 
Street for a report of a distur-
bance between neighbors and 
water was dumped on patio 
furniture. The resident above 
the other resident dumped 
water on them and their deck 
furniture. They were advised 
how to obtain a harassment 
order.

Monday, May 18
4:23 p.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident 
on South Liberty Street. A 
vehicle going south on South 
Street was struck by a second 
vehicle that went through a 
stop sign on South Liberty 
Street. The operator of the 
second vehicle said they 
didn’t see the stop sign. No 
injuries were reported and no 
tows were needed. 

10 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on George Hannum Road. 
A vehicle traveling west on 
George Hannum Road drifted 
on the roadway and struck 
a pole. There were no tows 
needed and no injuries were 
reported. 

Wednesday, May 20
8:50 a.m. – An officer went 

to court to get a section 35 
warrant. It was granted. 

7:37 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
North Main Street. A vehicle 
going south on North Main 
Street when a second vehicle 
pulled into the roadway and 
struck the first. One person 
was transported to the hos-
pital and both vehicles were 
towed. 

Thursday, May 21
10:29 a.m. – An offi-

cer responded to assist 
Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics. 

1:47 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of a medical call and 
arrived with Belchertown 
Fire. While there, two people 
showed up who were no lon-
ger wanted there. They were 

trespassed from the property. 
2:46 p.m. – An officer took 

a report of a relative who was 
missing. They were last seen 
in New York. It was deter-
mined the person did not 
meet the criteria for a miss-
ing. 

Friday, May 22
2:12 p.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident on 
Greene Ave. A vehicle going 
north on Greene Ave went 
off the roadway and struck a 
utility pole. The driver said 
a mirror in the back of the 
vehicle struck them in the 
back of the head and while 
they were moving the mir-
ror back, they lost control of 
the vehicle. The vehicle was 
towed from the scene. No 
injuries were reported. 

Saturday, May 23
9:21 p.m. – An officer 

responded to a Jabish Street 
residence for a report of a 
juvenile who was threatened. 
The matter was documented 
and they were advised how to 
obtain a harassment order. 

Sunday, May 24
9:31 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident on 
Daniel Shay’s Highway. A 
vehicle went off the roadway 
striking a road sign, street 
sign and a post. The operator 
said they were unsure why, 
but lost control of the vehi-
cle. The person was trans-
ported to the hospital and the 
vehicle was towed. 

2:43 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of a larceny at 
a Federal Street storage con-
tainer. The storage contain-
er was cut open and entered 
sometime overnight. The 
door was opened and they 
had padlocks on them. The 
matter is under investigation. 

8:26 p.m. – An officer dis-
patched to Old Bay Road for 
a fire alarm activation. It was 
determined the alarm was 
maliciously pulled by a juve-
nile. A section 12 form was 
completed, and they were 
transported to the hospital. 
The School Resource Officer 
was contacted. 

Monday, May 25
1:23 p.m. – An officer 

was contacted by a hospi-
tal for a report of a person 
who was assaulted while in 
Belchertown. The officer 

went to the hospital to speak 
with the person. They went 
to town to visit someone. 
They walked on North Main 
Street to Sargent Street and 
while there near Chadbourn, 
they al leged they were 
jumped by a person. It was 
alleged someone pulled a 
knife out. They had a minor 
laceration. They needed 
stitches and photos were 
taken. The matter is under 
investigation.

Tuesday, May 26
2:16 p.m. – An officer and 

Belchertown Fire paramedics 
regarding a person who took 
too much medication. 

10:39 p.m. – An officer 
was driving on patrol past the 
sports field on State Street 
saw a mobile toilet on its 
side. No damage was done. 
There was a message left for 
the recreation department.

Wednesday, May 27
6:57 a.m. – An officer 

responded to a Federal Street 
business reported a battery 
stolen from equipment some-
time overnight.

8:46 a.m. – An officer and 
School Resource Officer con-
ducted a well-being check 
a juvenile reported an argu-
ment with their parents. 

3:35 p.m. – A vehicle trav-
eling west on Ware Road 
when the vehicle veered off 
the road, struck mailboxes 
and a private road sign. The 
vehicle came to a stop in a 
driveway. The vehicle was 
able to be driven from the 
scene and no injuries were 
reported. 

7:42 p.m. – Officers and 
Belchertown Fire responded 
to Daniel Shay’s Highway 
for a report of a vehicle on 
fire. The vehicle was fully 
involved when the officers 
arrived on scene. They spoke 
with the operator who was 
identified and said they were 
going north on Daniel Shay’s 
Highway when the vehicle 
began acting abnormally. 
They saw smoke from the 
vehicle, exited the vehicle 
and called 911 for assistance. 
No medical assistance was 
needed, and a tow company 
was contacted to remove the 
vehicle. 

9:53 p.m. – An officer 
went to a residence at the 
request of Northampton 
Police to locate a person and 

place them into custody for a 
violation of an abuse preven-
tion order. They transferred 
the custody of the person 
over to Northampton Police. 

Thursday, May 28 
8:19 a.m. – An officer 

received old ammunition 
from a resident. It was placed 
into property for destruction.

1:11 p.m. – A resident 
came to station to report an 
incident of fraud. They had 
an account opened in another 
state under their name. 

Granby 
Police Logs

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to  128  calls for the week 
May 22,  through  May 28. 
Those arrested are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, May 22
2:10 p.m. – Officers inves-

tigated a single car motor 
vehicle accident on West 
State Street. No injuries were 
reported.

Sunday, May 24
6:18 a.m. – Officers inves-

tigated theft from a new con-
struction jobsite. The inci-
dent is under

investigation.

Monday, May 25
3:25 a .m.  –  Officers 

assisted the Granby Fire 
Department with structure 
fire on South Street. The 
incident is under investiga-
tion.

2:26 p.m. – Officers inves-
tigated a two-car motor 
vehicle accident with air-
bag deployment on Amherst 
Road. Minor injuries were 
reported.

Tuesday, May 26
12:34 p.m. – Officers 

investigated a two-car motor 
vehicle accident on Carver 
Street. No injuries were 
reported.

Wednesday, May 27
6:32 p.m. – Officers inves-

tigated a neighbor dispute.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�

H O LYO K E  –  D u r i n g 
the month of  June,  the 
Wistariahurst Museum at 
238 Cabot St. in Holyoke 
will host an exhibition of 
artwork by members of the 
Holyoke Arts League (HAL). 
The museum and gardens 
are the historic home of the 
Skinner Family that owned 
and operated the Skinner Silk 
Mill, the world’s premier 
silk fabric production facili-
ty in the city’s Canal District. 

 Throughout the month of 
June, the exhibition may be 
viewed free of charge during 
the museum’s open hours, 
Mondays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., and Tuesdays from 4:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

This juried show will 
include entries in oil and pas-
tel, watercolor, acrylic, tem-
pera, gouache and other non-
oil wet media, graphite, char-
coal, printmaking and other 
graphic media, sculpture and 

ceramics.
Light refreshments will be 

served.
The arts league was found-

ed in 1923 and is now cele-
brating its 102nd year in 
Holyoke. The League holds 
artist demonstrations and 
weekly adult figure drawing 
sessions. For more informa-
tion about HAL, visit https://
www.holyoke-arts-league.org 
online. You may also address 
inquir ies  to holyokeart-

sleague@gmail.com
For more informat ion 

about Wistariahurst, call 
(413) 322-5660 or online at 
info@wistariahurst.org. You 
may direct inquiries about 
Wistar iahurst  by email -
ing munselle@holyoke.org. 
This program is funded in part 
by a grant from the Holyoke 
Local Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass. Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Holyoke Arts League to be featured at Wistariahurst

LUDLOW—Craf t e r s 
Wanted for the Rosary 
Sodality’s St. Nicholas 
Craft Fair and Raffle on 
Saturday, Nov. 14, 2026, 
at Christ the King Church 
located at  41 Warsaw 
Avenue in Ludlow from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The cost is a non-refund-

able $40. fee for an 8-ft 
table, which will be provid-
ed by the church. 

To reserve a table or for 
more information contact 
Debbie Martell at 413-547-
8739 or Lorraine Bernier at 
413-519-7658.

Light refreshments will 
be available.

Crafters wanted for 
St. Nicholas fair, raffle



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  J U N E  4 ,  2026 PAGE 5

“Perennial Of The Week”
Yarrow “Achillea”Yarrow “Achillea”

New Vintage 
Red, Rose & White 

One Gallon Pots $9.99
Full Sun, Drought Tolerant, 

Butterfly Magnet, Deer Resistant

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR JUNE!

Locally Grown 

ASPARAGUS
From D.A. Smiarowski Farms ~ Sunderland, MA

Elsie’s Creamery Elsie’s Creamery 
Restaurant Week Special June 6-14Restaurant Week Special June 6-14

$2 OFF Strawberry Shortcake Sundaes$2 OFF Strawberry Shortcake Sundaes
Winner Of Reader Raves 2026Winner Of Reader Raves 2026
OPEN EVERY NIGHT UNTIL 9PM!OPEN EVERY NIGHT UNTIL 9PM!

JUNE IS ROSE MONTH
Beautiful Selection 

of Rose Bushes

20% OFF 
All Varieties

“Knock Outs”, Grandifloras,
Floribundas, Hybrid Teas, Shrub Roses

2 GALLON & 3 GALLON POTS

“Living Canvas” “Living Canvas” 
Succulent Succulent 
GardensGardens

For The Graduate
ONE DOZEN RED ROSES 
PRESENTATION 
BOUQUETS

“LITTLE DANCER” 
RECITAL BOUQUETS $19.99

$29.99

Randall’s Kitchen & Deli
FOR ALL YOUR SPRING PICNICS & PARTIES
Gourmet Sandwiches, Summer Salads, 
Deli Platters, Fruit & Veggie Trays
Cookies, Pies & Desserts

Perfect For Indoors & 
Summer Outdoors

Easy Care, Drought Tolerant
Unique Shapes, Colors & Sizes

$8.99 (Reg $10.99) 4 ¼ “ Pots

2 For $16

 

Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

refreshments will be served.  
Attendees are encouraged 
to share photos and stories 
at the event to reflect on the 
school’s end of service.

The former elementa-
ry school is to be acquired 
by trade school Pathfinder 
Tech as part of an expansion 
effort.As the time draws clos-
er to the building’s transfer, 
Duford wondered about the 
fate of his artwork and hoped 
the art he provided for the 
school will remain in the 
halls.

“If there was a painting 
left, it’d be nice to leave 
one,” said Duford.  “But 
they’re gonna use it as they 
may, you know?  They’re 
going to turn it into what 
they want.  But at least I have 
pictures, you know?”

SCHOOL ART frm page 1

Duford customized the art to reflect the former student’s interests, which included Disney 
inspired scenes.

Another art piece showcases the artist’s creativity in using the 
provided space.

Some art remains on site.  One such painting is a Winnie the 
Pooh mural outside of the cafeteria.

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Native plants are essential to 
maintaining local food webs, 
with many insects native to 
North America only being 
able to consume plants that 
are also native to North 
America. Native insect pop-
ulations have been in sharp 
decline in recent years, 
largely due to the remov-
al of native plants, the rise 

of various invasive species, 
and the use of pesticides. 
These insect populations 
are necessary food sources 
for songbirds which rely on 
them to raise their young. 
By restoring native plants 
to our yards, we can help to 
protect the ecosystems and 
food webs within our own 
neighborhoods, ensuring 
that populations of a vari-

ety of creatures (including 
humans) remain healthy for 
many years to come. For 
more information on the 
benefits of native plants and 
how you can help, check out 
HomegrownNationalPark.org 
and MassPollin-torNetwork.
org. Also, the next time you 
go shopping for plants, con-
sider looking for a nursery 
that specializes in native 

plants like the Native Plant 
Trust (Nasami) in Whately.

In addition to planting 
more native plants in your 
yard, you can also help 
maintain local ecosystems by 
removing invasive species, 
many of which are able to 
get out of control because 
the native predators that 

The benefits of native plants to the area

BELCHERTOWN – In an 
effort to defray the costs (tro-
phies, permits, entertainment, 
flyer printing, and distribu-
tion, etc.), the Belchertown 
Lions Club is appealing to 
our local businesses to have 
an 18” x 24” weather-resis-
tant sign with ground stake 
custom-printed and promi-
nently displayed on the Town 
Common during the event 
on Aug. 8.   We will handle 
the set-up design and print-
ing for a donation of $100. 
All proceeds from this year’s 
car show will stay local-
ly as we support our Senior 
Center,  Fuel Assistance 
P r o g r a m s ,  Ve t e r a n s ’ 
Organizations,  Scouting 
America, Girl Scouts, Relay 
For Life, Aaron’s Day, local 
Food Pantries, Belchertown 
Little League, College and 
Continuing Ed. Scholarships 
for seniors at BHS and 
Pathfinder, as well as emer-
gency requests regarding 
sight and hearing concerns.

Alternately, or in addition 
to the sponsor sign, busi-
nesses can opt to submit an 

item or gift certificate in 
any amount to be displayed 
for a Pick-A-Prize raffle -- 
where attendees can purchase 
a sheet of 25 tickets…and 
place as many of their tickets 
into whichever gift bags they 
desire.

If you are the owner or 
representative of a local 
business and would like to 
sponsor a ground sign, kindly 
email Lion Mike Mathras at 

mmathras@charter.net, and 
you will promptly receive the 
necessary information to do 
so.

If you would like to donate 
a gift certificate or prize for 
our raffle table, please get in 
touch with Barb Greene at 
br123199@charter.net

As you consider your 
donation, please keep in 
mind that all profits from 
the sale of food, raffle tick-

ets, and sponsor signage at 
this event will go directly to 
the local charities mentioned 
above.

Stay tuned for upcom-
ing information regarding 
the “Cruisin’ the Common” 
Car Show in the Sentinel, 
by visiting our website at 
www.belchertownlionsclub.
com, or by checking out our 
Facebook page: Belchertown 
Lions Club.

Sponsors sought for car show event

Please see PLANTS, page 8
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❚ OPINION�
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5 
p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information 
about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

The green heron is sol-
itary at most seasons 
and often somewhat 

secretive, living around small 
bodies of water or densely 
vegetated areas. 

When seen in the open, it 
often flicks its tail nervously 
and raises and lowers its crest. 

The small heron is about 16 
to 22 inches long. The green 
on this bird’s back is an iri-
descent color and often looks 
dull bluish or simply dark. 

They have orange yellow 
legs, chestnut neck, black 
crown feathers. Young birds 
are duller and brown with a 
striped neck. 

Northern birds migrates 
as far as Panama and north-
ern South American. Green 
herons in the most southern 
states do not migrate.

Green herons inhabit coasts 
and shorelines, forests and 

woodlands, freshwater wet-
lands, lakes, ponds, rivers 
and saltwater wetlands. Their 
call is a sharp “kyowk” or 
“skyow.” 

They nest in a wide variety 
of situations, including wil-
low thickets, mangroves, dry 
woods and open marsh. The 
female lays three to five pale 
green or blue green eggs. 
Both the male and female 
incubate the eggs which 
takes 19 to 21 days.

The male chooses nesting 
territory and calls repeated-
ly from prominent perch in 
tree or shrub. Displays of 
male include stretching neck 
forward and down and snap-
ping bill shut, pointing bill 
straight upward while sway-
ing back and forth. Male and 
female may perform display 
flights around territory. Nest 
site is usually in shrub or tree 
5-30 feet above ground, but 
sometimes on the ground. 

It is often very close to 
water, but it can be quite 
distant away. The nest is a 
platform of sticks. The male 
begins construction, then 
female builds while male 
brings materials.

Both parents also feed 
their young by regurgitation. 
Young begin to climb about 
near nest by 16-17 days after 
hatching, usually make first 
flight at 21-23 days.

They are fed by parents for 
a few more weeks. Young are 
reportedly capable of swim-
ming well. These herons 
have one to two broods per 
year.

These  he rons  fo rage 
mostly by standing still or 
stalking very slowly at edge 
of shallow water, waiting for 
prey to approach. Sometimes 
they uses bait” by dropping 
a feather or small twig on 
surface of water to lure fish 
within striking distance.

They eat mostly small fish, 
but will also eat crayfish and 
other crustaceans, aquatic 
insects, frogs and tadpoles. 
Other items include grass-
hoppers, snakes, earthworms, 
snails and small rodents.

Black and white warbler
My daughter, Paula, saw 

a black and white warbler 
by the cross country trail 
at Quabbin Regional High 
School last week. As the 
name implies, the warbler 
has black and white feathers 
with black streaking on the 
breast and white wing bars, 
white eye line and white 
belly.

Red shouldered hawk
A Montgomery resident 

had a red shouldered hawk in 
her yard. She sent a photo of 
it in flight.

Whippoorwill
I received an email on May 

15 from a Belchertown resi-
dent. She stated, “The whip-
poorwill is back in my yard 
again this year.  The calls 
starts around dark and con-
tinue off and on till sunrise. 
She or he perches on the roof 
and calls all night. It can be 
very annoying as you are try-
ing to sleep, but I still feel 
blessed or cursed.”

Carole, who faithful-
ly reads the column 
in the Wilbraham-

Hampden Times each week, 
wrote in with this question 
for the Garden Lady:   

“I am hoping you can 
provide me with some 
advice as to how to 
r id  my garden  of 
an incredibly inva-
sive plant. It is called 
Hout tuynia  cordata 
or chameleon plant. I 
bought a single var-
iegated plant about 25 
years ago and now I literal-
ly have hundreds of them in 
my gardens and lawn. The 
plant is no longer variegat-
ed but reverted to green with 
red around the edges. For at 
least three or four years, I 
have been trying to dig them 
out one by one which has 
been extremely difficult due 
to the long roots – some can 
be over a foot long – which 
become intertwined with 
other plants, choking them. 
I have not been very success-
ful, despite spending hours at 
a time. And I painstakingly 
try to get every piece of root 
out. I am not sure if they are 
spreading solely through the 
roots or also from the flower 
pod seeds. 

I notice they also spread 
under my brick walkway 
even though they get no sun 
there. It’s been very frustrat-
ing. For that reason, I am 
considering  using a herbi-
cide, but am concerned that 
it might poison nearby plants 
or may not be effective due 
to the long roots. Yet, at this 
point,  I am open to the idea.  
I look forward to any sugges-
tions you may have.

Incidentally, I just learned 
from  the internet that it is 
considered to be a medici-
nal herb, which I find quite 
shocking, given how much I 

have come to dislike them! 
Thank you very much for 
your time and assistance.”

Happy to help, Carole! It’s 
funny you mention that this 

plant is a medicinal herb.  
Some years back I was 

taking extract of Japanese 
Knotweed, another invasive 
plant, in my quest to cure 
late stage Lyme Disease. I 
guess most plants have some 
merit although some times 
it’s hard to want to admit it, 
especially in the situation 
you are in.

While I have never grown 
Houttuynia cordata, I have 
dealt with similar invasive 
plants. Not always have I 
been successful, but here are 
a few tactics you can try.  

If there is a way to smoth-
er, go for it. Try black plas-
tic, a thick tarp or cardboard 
covered in mulch.  

Eventually, if the plant 
can’t photosynthesize, it will 
die. 

You are smart to try and 
remove every little bit of root 
when hand digging it out; 
it’s kind of amazing how a 
tiny piece will start a whole 
new plant. For that reason, 
never take the rototiller to a 
patch of any invasive plant, 
especially those that spread 
by rhizomes. The roots will 
be dispersed throughout the 
garden.  

I also read about cutting 
the stems of the plants and 
then “painting” the open cuts 

with herbicide.  To me that 
sounds like a smart plan to 
get the chemical right to the 
roots. Time consuming, but 
targeted.  

I’ll be curious to know 
how you make out trying to 

rid your landscape of this 
plant.

Diane, who gar-
d e n s  i n  We s t 
Chesterfield, had 
a possible solution 

for my hyacinths get-
ting cut off at the soil line.  

“We had a great disap-
pointment this spring when 
something  chopped off most 
of our cultivated black ber-
ries. When I was trying to 
prune what was left and save 
something I found the stalks 
laying on the ground but the 
tops were eaten. It looked 
like someone took a clean 
angle sweep with a hatchet 
to cut down the stalks. Then 
one evening at dusk we saw 
the culprit. It was about a 60 
pound porcupine! He was 
chomping on our wild white 
rose bushes. He would bite 
the stalks off but since the 
rest of the bush wouldn’t let 
the branch fall, he couldn’t 
eat the top. What a mess.  
When I read your article I 
was thinking this might be 
the answer to the mystery.”  

Hmm, I will have to keep 
on the look out for a porcu-
pine; you never know.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

A question and an answer?

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty:
In a previous column, 

you wrote about  peo-
ple who filed for Social 
Security late in life. 

I am currently incarcer-
ated and will be filing for 
Social Security in the fall of 
2029. I will be 74 years old 
in the first week of January 
2029. Unless I read it 
wrong, could I be eligible 
to collect the previous six 
months? 

If this is so, how would 
that work? Would I get 
that all at once or incre-
mentally? According to the 
chart we once got in the 
mail, I should be collect-
ing the maximum amount. 
I’ve worked all of my life 
and never collected Social 
Security before. Also, my 
ex-wife remarried and has 
since passed away. Do 
I qualify for part of her 
Social Security?  

Signed, “D” in Danbury 
 
Dear “D” in Danbury: 
I’m afraid you cannot 

receive Social Security ben-
efits while you are incarcer-
ated, even if you are eligi-
ble for them prior to your 
release. 

Thus, you cannot get 
retroactive Social Security 
benefits for any period you 
were still incarcerated. For 
clarity, although most who 
apply at a later age (e.g., 
in their 70s) do have the 
option to claim retroactive 
benefits, you cannot get any 
SS benefits for any month 
you were still incarcerat-
ed. Further, you will not 
get credit for delaying your 
application for SS benefits 
while you are incarcerated 
(you won’t earn Delayed 
Retirement Credits during 
your incarceration).  

Assuming (from what 
you shared) that you expect 
to be released from incar-
ceration in the fall of 2029, 
you can apply for your SS 
benefits to start upon your 
release. Be aware, however, 
that it usually takes several 
months for your application 
for SS benefits to be pro-
cessed and you can specify 
the month you wish your 
benefits start. 

Your benefit  amount 
will be based upon your 
average monthly earnings 
for the 35 highest earning 
years over your lifetime. 
But you cannot get retro-
active SS benefits for time 
prior to your release from 
incarceration. Since Social 
Security does not pay ben-

efits for partial months, you 
can file for your SS benefits 
to start effective with the 
month following the month 
in which your incarcera-
tion ends. Be sure you have 
your official prison release 
documentation (parole or 
discharge papers) in hand 
when you apply for your 
Social Security benefits. 

FYI, some correctional 
facilities have a “Prerelease 
Agreement” with Social 
Security, which may enable 
you to file for your SS ben-
efits three to four months 
prior to your release from 
incarceration.  Be sure 
to check with your facili-
ty to see if they have such 
an agreement with Social 
Security and, if so, use it 
to apply for your benefits 
in advance of your release. 
This will facilitate your 
SS benefits starting more 
quickly upon your release. 

You did not ask about 
healthcare coverage, but 
since you will be eligi-
ble for Social Security, 
you will also be eligible 
for Medicare upon your 
release. When you apply 
for your Social Security 
benefits, you can also apply 
for Medicare Part B (cov-
erage for outpatient medi-
cal services), the premium 
for which will be deducted 
from your Social Security 
payment. FYI, Medicare 
Part A (coverage for inpa-
tient hospitalization ser-
vices) is free and automatic 
because you are also eligi-
ble for Social Security.   

Finally, regarding sur-
vivor benefits from your 
ex-wife, you can only get 
a surviving ex-spouse ben-
efit if you were married 
for more than 10 years and 
your own SS retirement 
amount is less than your 
ex-wife was receiving at 
her death. In other words, 
you can only get one SS 
benefit either your own or 
your deceased ex-wife’s 
amount, whichever is high-
er.  

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. This 
article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.              

I’m being released from 
Incarceration. What are my 
Social Security options?

John Kunhardt of Belchertown took this photo of a green 
heron catching a fish at Lake Wallace.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 8



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  J U N E  4 ,  2026 PAGE 7

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
Last Friday, the 28th-seed-
ed Lady Orioles defeated 
the 37th-seeded Ursuline 
Academy Bears, 6-5, in a 
Division 3 preliminary round 
home game. It marked the 
first time that Belchertown 
had a victory in the state soft-
ball tournament.

“This is a historic moment 
for our softball team,” said 
th i rd-year  Belcher town 
head coach Mike Lafayette. 
“When I took over this pro-
gram, we weren’t a good 
team. We won a state tourna-
ment game for the first time 
today. It was a well-played 
game.”

The Lady Orioles had lost 
three state tournament road 
games since 2022.

Both Ursuline Academy, 
which is a private all-girls 
school in Dedham, and 
Belchertown entered last 
Friday’s contest with 11-7 
records. 

The Lady Orioles’ 
only senior starter was 
th i rd  baseman  Abby 
Almeida. 

“Abby is one of our cap-
tains and she always plays 
t he  game  ve ry  ha rd ,” 
Lafayette said. “She’s going 
to be playing softball at Bay 
Path University next year.”

Almeida will become the 
second Belchertown softball 
player that Lafayette coached 
at the varsity level to play 
college softball.

Ju l ianne  Cozine  was 
a  f reshman on  the 
University of Maine 
Farmington softball 
team this past spring.

The other two Lady 
Orioles seniors are Lyla-Rae 
Williams and Lorelai Smith.

One of the Lady Orioles 
four junior starters is Lila 
Roy, who was the winning 
pitcher.

The righthander allowed 
five runs on six hits with 
eight strikeouts and only two 
walks.

“We’ve never won a state 

LUDLOW – On Friday, May 22, the New 
England Mutiny battled the Hartford Athletic to 
a scoreless tie. The Mutiny is now 1-1-1 on the 
season. They previously defeated the Worcester 
Wanderers and had a defeat against the Hudson 
Valley Crusaders. More on the Mutiny and their 
new challenges in next week’s edition.

Mutiny battles Hartford Mutiny battles Hartford 
to scoreless drawto scoreless draw

Kursten Shade looks to shoot in traffic.

Chicopee’s Sam 
Breton clears the 
ball away.

Nadia Cassmajor sends a 
pass away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Se-Hanna 
Mars fights 
for the ball.

Kayleigh Lukasik sends a pass away.Kendall Bodak, of Monson, sends a free kick away.

Kina Roy fires a throw to second.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

RIGHT: Kaiya Cavanaugh makes a catch.

Pitcher Lila Roy sends a 
delivery home.

tournament game before 
today,” Roy said. “This is 
also the first time that we’ve 
hosted a state tournament 
game since I’ve been playing 
for the varsity softball team.”

B-Town softball opens B-Town softball opens 
state tourney with winstate tourney with win

Please see SOFTBALL, 
page 8

CHICOPEE – Last 
Tuesday evening, the 
Chicopee Comprehensive 
H i g h  S c h o o l  b o y s 
lacrosse team, which 
co-ops with Chicopee 
High, was defeated in 
its regular season finale 
by Monson High School 
8-3. Monson, which now 
co-ops with Pathfinder, 
is set to enter the state 
tournament this year. 
The Mustangs went 10-6 
and are well above .500 
for the season. Monson, 
which was set to learn 
its fate in the state tour-
nament earlier this week, 
had a nonplayoff rematch 
scheduled against Comp 
on Memorial Day. 

Mustangs close 
out regular season 
with win

Noah Latulippe runs along 
the sideline.

Dom Menard 
receives a pass.

Landon 
Couture is 
pressured.

Brady 
Ronaldson 

looks for an 
opening to 

pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
DAVID HENRY 

WWW.SWEETDOG
PHOTOS.COM
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$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/4/26-6/10/266/4/26-6/10/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS ...........
 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$249
USDA INSP. FROZEN POPEYE’S

PIEROGIES CHEESE & POTATO
POTATO & SOUR CREAM 13 OZ ................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS/SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB. BAG .........

lb

$139
lb

lb

$999

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK 
LOIN CHOPS ..........................

lb
$399

$222

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS PORK
SIRLOIN CUTLETS .................

$239
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$429
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb77¢

lb

USDA INSP. CUT IN STORE

BONE-IN HAM STEAKS ...............

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB. BAG ....

ea

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN BEEF

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR STORE

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................
$444

lb
lb

$279
BACK RIBS

$1298
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

lb
$599CHICKEN                   BEEF $899

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARM

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .......................$399

ea

keep them under control 
in their places of origin do 
not live here. That means 
that it is up to us to con-
trol them ourselves, ideally 
without using herbicides. 
For  more informat ion 
on which plants are inva-
sive in Massachusetts and 
what can be done to con-
trol them, see the Mass 
Audubon’s Invasive Plant 
Guide at massaudubon.org. 

The following free Apps 
are very useful for identify-
ing plants and birds, mak-
ing it much easier to tell 
what is native and what is 

invasive:

Seek by iNaturalist: 
This is a phone app that 
allows you to take pictures 
of plants, animals, and 
fungi and will help you to 
identify them. You can also 
upload observations which 
helps give scientists more 
data to perform research on 
the distribution and size of 
plant and animal popula-
tions

Merlin Bird ID: This is 
a phone app that allows you 
to record bird songs and 
will help identify which 
birds you are hearing

PLANTS from page 5

Common Ravens
A Brimfield couple had 

common ravens in their 
yard last month. They stat-
ed in an email, “We most-
ly hear them and some-
times see them flying over 
a local feature called West 
Mountain that is about 
1000’ elevation and runs 
north/south about a half a 
mile east of our house.”

They  s ta ted ,  “On a 
Thursday a raven was in the 
driveway where I throw a 
seed mix daily for ground 
feeders. I saw the bird from 
inside the garage, my wife 
saw it with binoculars from 

inside the house.”
They stated, “We both 

noticed the larger size, 
bigger than the American 
Crows that often feed in  
the same area. I noticed the 
wedged shaped tail when 
it flew away and my wife 
saw larger, heavier bill and 
the shaggy throat feathers.” 
A few days later they saw 
three ravens.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. 

BACKYARD  from page 6

❚ SPORTS�

Her younger sister, Kina, 
who’s a sophomore, is the 
Lady Orioles starting catcher.

The Bears took a 2-0 lead 
in their first at-bats of the 
game.

Junior left fielder Celia 
Mitchell was hit-by-a-pitch 
leading off the top of the first 
inning before crossing the 
plate on a wild pitch. Eighth 
grade first baseman Angelina 
Cobb singled home the other 
run.

Sophia Mitus, a junior sec-
ond baseman, walked with 
one out in the home half of 
the opening frame against 
sophomore r ight-hander 
Emersyn Smart.  After Mitus 
stole second base, Lila Roy 
hit a flair which was mis-
played by the second base-
man for an error putting 
runners at the corners. Then 
Mitus crossed the plate on 
the back end of a double steal 
play, which sliced the deficit 
in half.

An RBI single to center 
by sophomore leftfielder 
Madeline Williams tied the 
score with no-outs in the bot-
tom of the second. After the 
next batter struck out, junior 
shortstop Emily Waller drove 
home two more runs with a 
ground ball single that snuck 
past the second baseman into 
right field.

The Lady Orioles couldn’t 
hang onto the 4-2 lead 
for very long, as Ursuline 
Academy tied the score in 
the third inning.

J u n i o r  c e n t e r f i e l d -
er Meghan Ganley drew a 
leadoff walk before Smart 
launched a towering home 
run over the centerfield 
fence.

The Lady Orioles respond-
ed with a leadoff single to 

center by Kina Roy. After 
stealing second base, Roy 
scored the go-head run when 
Almeida hit a ground ball 
that the shortstop misplayed 
for an error.

With one-out in the top of 
the sixth inning, Mitus made 
an outstanding diving catch 
on a pop-up in shallow right 
field.

“The diving catch was our 
defensive play of the year,” 
Lafayette said.  “Sophia 
wants to play college softball 

in a couple of years.”
Belchertown junior first 

baseman Kaiya Cavanaugh 
grounded a double down 
the left field line leading 

off the bottom of the sixth. 
After stealing third base, 
Cavanaugh scored on a 
throwing error by the catcher.

It turned out to be a huge 
insurance run.

The Bears scored one run 
in the top of the seventh on 
a sacrifice fly by Smart. Roy 
then retired the next batter on 
a groundball to Mitus, which 
sealed the Lady Orioles’ his-
tory making victory. 

“It was just an amazing 
day, and this is my favorite 
team ever,” said Kina Roy, 
who split the starting pitch-
ing duties with Madeline 
Williams this spring. “We’re 
now going to get on a bus 
in a couple of days and play 
another game in the state 
tournament.”  

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Emily Waller fields a grounder to short.

SOFTBALL from page 7

Sophia Mitus makes a throw 
to first.

LUDLOW – On a very rainy evening, the 
turf was not kind to the Western Mass. Pioneers 
as they fell at home against NEFC 4-2. The 
Pioneers, which have a lot of new players on 
the roster this season, fell to a disappointing 
1-2 on the short regular season. The Pioneers 
had another home game scheduled during the 
weekend, and were in action on the road against 
Black Rock FC. The Pioneers are on a lengthy 
road trip and are not playing at home until 
Friday, June 19.

WINCHESTER, N,H. 
– Joey Jarvis survived 
a slugfest to win his first 
Modified feature of the 
summer on May 23 at 
Monadnock Speedway, The 
second generation Vermont 
pilot accomplished the feat 
by sitting in the best seat 
in the house, the pole, from 
where he was immune to 
the wildness behind him.

Jarvis was one of five 
first time 2026 winners on 
the high banks of the fast 
quarter mile Saturday. 
Justin Beecher, in house 
for the night’s special R&R 
Open Street Stock show, 
duplicated his victory of 
the same event a summer 
ago, and reigning speedway 
Mini Stock champ John 
Fultz - in his first run of the 
summer - picked up where 
he left off last September.

In the Pure Stocks, red 
hot rookie Josh Brigham 
scored the first win of his 
career. New England Dwarf 
Car pilot Ryan Carman 
scored his first career vic-
tory on the high banks, and 
then there was 11-year-old 
Dylan Stati.

Stati, a quiet fifth grade 
student at the Old Mill 
Pond School in his home-
town of Palmer, Mass. 
on weekdays, puts on his 
super hero personality 
every Saturday, when he 
dominates the speedway’s 
Young Guns division. On 
this Saturday, he cruised to 
victory for the fourth time 
of his rookie campaign.

Jarvis and open-wheel 
rookie Kyle Kenny sat up 
front as Saturday night’s 
Allstates Materials Group 
604 Modified main event 
went green. They would 
run in that order until Ben 
Byrne blasted into sec-
ond on lap four, with Nate 
Wenzel close behind.

Wenzel took third on lap 
11 and with the two vet-
erans battling for second, 
Jarvis was able to open 
some breathing room at the 
front. That, though, went 
out the window when a lap-
21 caution brought Byrne 
back to his side.

Jarvis was again up to the 
task, holding a perfect line 
for all 40 laps to score his 
second career victory on the 
high banks. And he may not 
have had the fastest car.

A grinding lap-25 multi-
Mod dance out of turn 
four  heavi ly  damaged 
the Patnode and Martin 

rides, among others, and 
brought Nate Wenzel to the 
front row for the restart. 
Electrical issues, though, 
sent Wenzel quickly to the 
pits, returning now seventh 
at the green.

Flying back through the 
field, Wenzel would fin-
ish second, three lengths 
behind the speedy Jarvis. 
Andrew Brousseau, victori-
ous seven days earlier, gob-
bled up Tyler Leary in turn 
three to come home second, 
Leary was fourth on the 
night, and Ben Byrne, in the 
mix all 40, came home fifth.

The R&R Open Street 
Stock feature saw three 
dominant Bay State stars 
again take center stage, 
Just in  Beecher  -  who 
makes a habit of swoop-
ing onto the high banks to 
score victories in these spe-
cials - took first from Chris 
Buffone on lap eight and 
never looked back.

Top hometracker  JD 
Stockwell, representing his 
Saturday night home well, 
got up for second on lap 11 
and kept Beecher close until 
exiting in a cloud of smoke 
51 circuits later, leaving 
Buffone to finish second, 
a third-lap shy of the high 
flying Beecher, Former 
speedway regular Adam 
Gray completed his hard 
night’s work in third.

Jon Fultz strutted his 
championship s tuff  in 
the Keene Towing and 
Recovery Mini Stocks. 
Taking the lead from Tim 
Paquette on lap seven, the 
2025 speedway king never 
looked back as he sped off 
to his first win of the sea-
son.

Paquette held strong to 
come home second, just 
ahead of week one winner 
Kevin Clayton. Tim O’Shea 
was fourth, and early race 
leader Craig Chaffee was 
fifth on the night.

Red hot rookie Josh 
Brigham left no doubt 
Saturday that his fresh-
m a n  s e a s o n  w i l l  b e 
one to remember in the 
Brattleboro Towing and 
Recovery Pure Stocks. 
Coming off a handful of 
strong early season runs, 
Brigham started in row 
three Saturday, took the 
lead from Colton Hull on 
lap 17, and sped off into 
the night to score his first 
career victory. And, with 
the win, move to the top of 
the points parade.

Jarvis, Beecher top 
guns at Monadnock

WMass Pioneers WMass Pioneers 
fall to NEFCfall to NEFC

Thomas Wadas, of Ludlow, eyes a teammate up the field. Pearse O’Brien seeks to settle the ball.

Michael Gouvin sends a pass 
away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Ben Alexander gets ready to clear the ball.

Jaiden Williams makes his 
way up the field.
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707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Loy Haskard Harris, 89, 
died peacefully at home on 
May 25,  2026. 
He was born in 
Oklahoma City, 
O k l a h o m a ,  o n 
Ju ly  23 ,  1936, 
the firstborn son 
of the late Loy E. 
Harris Jr. and Edith 
(Haskard) Harris, 
who  gave  h im 
names from their 
respective families.   He is 
survived by

Colleen Harris,  Loy’s 
beloved wife of 45 years 
and the mother of his step-
daughter,  Karen Harris, 
Loy’s ex-wife and the moth-
er of his children, Sally 
McClellan, Loy’s sister, and 
her husband Jack, David 
Harris, Loy’s brother, and 
his wife Christine, Kelly 
Fanelli, Loy’s daughter and 
her companion, John, Loy 
James Harris, Loy’s son, and 
his wife Shelley, Elizabeth 
Bellande, Loy’s stepdaughter, 
and her husband Philippe, 
seven grandchildren and 
step-grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild with another 
due in July.

Johnny  Cash’s  “ I ’ve 
Been Everywhere” could 
have been the theme song 
of Loy’s life.   His father’s 
profession as an explora-
tion geologist required fre-
quent family relocations.  As 
a result, from the time of 
Loy’s birth until the family 
settled in Basin, Wyoming, 
when he was ten years old, 
Loy had lived in nineteen 
different towns in eight dif-
ferent states.   The family 
then remained in Basin, but 
after graduating from Basin 
High School as valedicto-
rian of his seventeen-mem-
ber class, Loy resumed his 
roving ways.   First,  he 
went to the University of 
Wyoming, where he picked 
up another town, Laramie, 
along with a Bachelor of 
Science degree (with honor) 
in Engineering.   He then 
embarked on a 35-year career 
with Exxon Corporation 
and its affiliates.   While 
with Exxon, he lived and/
or worked in an additional 
ten towns and cities in five 
new states in the US, togeth-
er with two Native American 
Reservations.   His Exxon 
career also took him over-
seas, where he added twelve 
towns in seven foreign coun-
tries (Libya, Venezuela, 

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Syria, 
the Yemen Arab Republic 

and Colombia). He 
ended his Exxon 
career as President 
and Chief Operating 
Officer of the com-
pany’s affiliate in 
Colombia, where he 
was responsible for 
what at the time was 
the world’s largest 
open-pit export coal 

mine, complete with its own 
railroad and port facilities.

In response to a perceived 
call from God, Loy retired 
from Exxon and went to 
Duke Divinity School, add-
ing a new town and state, 
Durham, North Carolina, to 
his list.   He was graduated 
from Duke with a Master of 
Divinity degree (magna cum 
laude), and subsequently 
was ordained an Elder in the 
United Methodist Church. 
He spent the next six years 
serving in pastoral ministry 
at Bethany UMC in Houston, 
Texas.

He then retired again, 
and moved with Colleen to 
Belchertown (another new 
town and state).   He still 
wasn’t finished; while living 
in Belchertown, he worked as 
a pastor to small churches in 
two northern Massachusetts 
towns.  

By the time of his death, 
he had lived and/or worked 
in a total of forty-six towns 
and cities, fifteen states, 
two Reservations, and seven 
foreign countries.    Along 
the way, he was named a 
Distinguished Alumnus of 
the University of Wyoming 
and  a  Member  o f  the 
University’s College of 
Engineering Hall of Fame.

He died confident and 
grateful because he trust-
ed that by the grace of God 
his sins, though many, were 
forgiven, and the best of life 
was still to come.

A memorial service for 
Loy will be held on Saturday, 
June 13, 2026 at 11:30 am 
at Grace Episcopal Church, 
14 Boltwood Ave., Amherst, 
MA.

In lieu of flowers, chari-
table contributions can be 
made to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 14 Boltwood Ave., 
Amherst, MA 01002, Clapp 
Memorial Library, 19 South 
Main Street, Belchertown, 
MA 01007, or to the charity 
of one’s choice.

Sandra Ann Hart, born 
Sandra Ann Bell, passed 
away on April 
2 9 ,  2 0 2 6 . 
Sandra, known 
in her youth as 
Sandy, was born 
o n  N ove m b e r 
1 1 ,  1 9 3 6  i n 
Wo o d b r i d g e , 
Connecticut to 
Howard Harold 
Bell and Hilda 
King Bell. She 
is survived by 
her three chil-
dren, April Leslie 
Hart, Stephanie 
Alexandra Hart, 
a n d  M a t t h ew 
Allan Hart and 
his  wife  Kate 
Hart, as well as 
her five grand-
children, Hannah, Josh and 
Wayde Hart, and Cole and 
Simone Nelson.

As a kid, Sandra was 
a bit of a wild child who 
enjoyed playing in the 
woods of Woodbridge and 
spending time at her par-
ents’ diner, the Blue Check. 
She attended high school 
in New Haven, CT, where 
she later met and married 
Allan Huntley Hart. The 
two moved to Sydney, 
Australia, where Sandra 
worked and supported her 
husband through veterinary 
school. After returning to 
the United States, they had 
their first child, April, in 
1963. Sandra battled cancer, 

undergoing experimental 
chemotherapy in Bethesda, 

Maryland, and then 
had two more chil-
dren, Stephanie in 
1968 and Matthew 
in 1970.

In the years that 
followed, Sandra 
learned how to 
pilot a small air-
p l a n e ,  m o v e d 
with her family to 
Hawaii for a time, 
took college cours-
es, studied piano, 
learned to draw, 
and was a dedicat-
ed mother, engag-
ing her children in 
enriching activities 
and making special 
occasions all the 
more special by, 

for example, baking a giant 
cookie in the shape of a 
favorite dinosaur. After her 
divorce, Sandra moved with 
her children to Shutesbury, 
Massachusetts, where she 
worked, parented, and fin-
ished her undergraduate 
degree at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst. 
Her  cumula t ive  s tudy 
earned her a degree with 
three full majors—philos-
ophy, biology and creative 
writing.

Sandra worked as  a 
reporter, an administrative 
assistant and a mail carri-
er for the United States 
Postal Service, where she 
served as union steward. 

She battled two more can-
cers before her retirement in 
the 1990s, after which she 
started a dog walking busi-
ness. This last part of her 
working life afforded her 
the opportunity to loving-
ly care for many dogs, cats, 
chickens and turkeys, and to 
develop relationships with 
their owners, which she 
very much valued.

Sandra was deeply con-
cerned about the environ-
ment, and was a staunch 
supporter of the women’s 
rights movement and of ani-
mal rights. She favored the 
small flowers and birdsong 
of New England, and par-
ticularly loved the spring, 
when all of the natural 
world is erupting in beauty. 
She kept a garden, at first 
a neat and orderly one, and 
later a bountiful, unruly 
one. She loved nature and 
wild animals, and she pro-
vided shelter and love to 
many cats and dogs who 
found their way to her.

Sandra was a loving and 
thoughtful woman. Her 
smile when she laughed was 
a thing of beauty. Sandra 
passed away in her sleep at 
the age of 89 in Amherst, 
Massachusetts. She will be 
sorely missed.

The family intends to 
hold a memorial service 
for Sandra sometime in the 
coming year.

It is with heavy hearts 
and much sadness that we 
a n n o u n c e  t h e 
passing of Debra 
L. Slate. Beloved 
M o m ,  c h e r -
ished sister-cous-
in-friend.  Deb left 
this earthly life 
with family by her 
side on January 
24, 2026 after a 
hard fought bat-
tle.  Brought up in Chicopee, 
she was the daughter of 
Roland (Buddy) and Lillian 
(LaPine) Slate.   Deb built 
a life in Belchertown for 
herself and The Light of 
Her Life and Best Friend, 
her son J.C.   Deb earned 
an Associates Degree in 
Business from STCC and 
fulfilling a lifelong passion 
of service to others, worked 
for over 50 years with spe-
cial needs mentally chal-
lenged clients in a variety of 
settings.

Deb will be remembered 
as a loving mother and 

cherished friend 
to many, whose 
hea r t f e l t  p r e s -
ence and kind-
n e s s  e n r i c h e d 
the lives of those 
around her.   Deb 
wi l l  be  g r ea t -
ly missed by her 
loving son, J.C.-
James Snodgrass, 

Gunner, her faithful dog and 
Lily, her cat, all with whom 
she lived along with her sis-
ter, Cynthia Ulmer of Port 
St. Lucie, FL, many cher-
ished cousins and friends, 
two of whom she called her 
“daughter”, Casey Gamache 
and her “second son”, Greg 
Ely.

Deb had a very special 
crafting talent admired by 
all, creating many beau-
tiful handmade items even 
doing so from her hospital 
bed.   Deb’s happy place 

and solace when away from 
home was spending time at 
Queen Lake with the “Gal 
Pals”, Robin, Barb and Paula 
or taking in the sights and 
sounds at the ocean.   Those 
who knew Deb recognized 
what an amazing woman 
she was.   A quiet presence 
yet a staunch advocate for 
all the special people that 
brought so much joy to her 
life including a huge love of 
animals.  

Rest in peace now our 
dear friend.  We love you!

A memor ia l  s e rv i ce 
will be held on June 13 
at 9 a.m. at the Beers & 
Story Belchertown Funeral 
Home with burial to fol-
low in South Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers and fulfill-
ing Deb’s love for animals, 
donations can be made to 
the Belchertown Police 
Depar tment  K-9  Uni t , 
70 State St., PO Box 901, 
Belchertown, MA 01007

Loy Haskard Harris
1936-2026

Sandra Ann Hart
1936-2026

Debra L. Slate

DEATH NOTICES

Harris, Loy Haskard
Died May 25, 2026
Memorial service 
June 13, 2026 at 11:30 a.m.
Grace Episcopal Church,
14 Boltwood Ave., Amherst
Beers & Story Belchertown 

Hart, Sandra Ann
Died April 29, 2026
Memorial services will be 
held at a later date.

Slate, Debra L.
Died Jan. 24, 2026
Memorial services 
June 13, 2026 at 9 a.m. 
Beers & Story Belchertown

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Division

Docket No. 
HS26P0307EA

Estate of: 
Kenneth Brown Alves

Date of Death: 
January 05, 2026

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Pe-
tition of Petitioner Dorothy E. 
McKeon of Weatogue, CT. 

Dorothy E. McKeon of 
Weatogue, CT has been infor-
mally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Repre-
sentatives appointed under in-

formal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
06/04/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 

15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 

( 413 )586-8500 
Docket No. 

HS25P0349EA 
Estate of: 

Kevin James Foy
Date of Death: 03/11/2025  

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Brian M Foy of 

Southampton, MA requesting 
that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a 
final account and other such 
relief as may be requested in the 
Petition.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of  06/24/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 

return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

WITNESS, Hon.  Diana 5. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 21, 2026 

Mark S Ames
Register of Probate

06/04/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
T-Mobile is proposing the in-

stallation of a diesel generator on 
an existing concrete pad to sup-
port existing antennas at 105-ft 
AGL on an existing 115-ft AGL 
overall water tank located at 28 
Park Street, within the City of 
Belchertown, within Hampshire 
County, Massachusetts (Proper-
ty ID: 243-67). T-Mobile seeks 
comments from all interested 
persons on any potential signifi-
cant impact the proposed action 
could have on the quality of the 

human environment pursuant 
to 47 C.F.R. Section 1.1307, 
including potential impacts to 
historic or cultural resources that 
are listed or eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. Please submit any written 
comments within 30 days of this 
notice’s publication regarding 
the potential effects that the pro-
posed project may have on His-
toric Properties that are listed or 
eligible for inclusion on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Plac-
es to: TEP OpCo, LLC. (Attn: 
Ryan Malek) 326 Tryon Road, 
Raleigh, NC 27603 Telephone: 
(919) 661-6351 Fax: (919) 661-
6350
06/04/2026

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

HOHNER VERDI III. Red 120 Bass Pia-
no Accordian. 3/5 reeds, full size keyboard. 
5/3 switches. New condition. Bargain! 
$1475. 413-583-3740.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC

 formerly (Luis Arroyo licensed electrician)
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
budget friendly, committed to satisfaction, 
dependable & insured. Master Lic. #20773-
A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text or call Dan-
iel at 413-218-3301 or visit my website 
at dannyselectricllc.com to fill an on-
line work request.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE – Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2900 
or best offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

HEALTH CARE
Holyoke Health Center, Inc. has a 
position available in Holyoke, MA for a 

BE/BC (Board Eligible or 
Board Certified) Pediatrician

to provide medical care and treatment to in-
fants, children, and adolescents. Diagnose 
and treat various medical conditions, con-
duct examinations, prescribe medications, 
administer vaccinations, and offer guidance 
on child health and development. Salary 
range is $208,000 to $250,000 per year.
Minimum Requirements: M.D. or D.O. or 
foreign equivalent + BE/BC (Board Eligible 
or Board Certified) in Pediatrics. 

Apply to: resumes@hhcinc.org 
using ID: PD25DD.

FOR RENT
APT. FOR RENT: 826 EAST STREET, 
LUDLOW. 2 BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, di-
nette, LR. Applications required. For more 
information, please call 413-583-3097.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Buying? 
Selling?

Our Classifieds
Get Results!
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AUTO BODY
R E E C E  A U T O  B O D Y 
Com plete Auto Body, Paint & 
Repair, auto glass, computerized 
paint matching, also routine car 
maintenance. Free estimates. Old 
Springfield Rd., Belchertown. 
413-323-6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops, 
Screen Repairs. New Computer 
Sales and Accessor ies,  PC 
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades, 
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-
1122. John Alix, Owner.

GUNSMITH
SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS 
Full service full time gunsmith. 
40 Years experience. Located at 
450 State St., Belchertown.
413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal 
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012. 
Great cuts for men and women. A 
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR ANCE 
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main 
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel. 
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591. 
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto, 
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN &  PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel 
H o r s e ,  S c a g ,  J o n s e r e d , 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., Amherst, 
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROOFING
R O B E R T S  R O O F S  C O . , 
INC.  Trus ted  name s ince 
1982. Commercial, industrial, 
res ident ia l .  Specia l iz ing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat roofing. 
Snow Removal. Fully licensed. 
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING,  INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales & 
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs, 
trailer hitches, trailer repairs, 
welding, fabrication, lawnmower 
repairs .  330 Harkness Rd. , 
Amherst. 413-253-4867

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y

members said the schools 
will need to adopt their own 
AI rules, potentially using 
the town policy as a model. 
Selectboard member Nicole 
Miner said she wants to 
ensure a school‑side policy 
also protects the town.

“I just have a little bit of 
concern that if a mistake hap-
pens because of AI or just 
something inappropriate hap-
pens on the school level, can 
it come back to bite us in the 
town?” Miner said. 

Events calendar 
policy adopted after 

surge in postings
The board also unanimous-

ly adopted a policy for the 
town’s online community 
events calendar, which has 
grown rapidly since it was 
first proposed in November 
2025.

The  Communica t ions 
Manager Kate Nadeau told 
the board that usage has 
more than doubled during 
that period.

“Since I originally met 
with you back in November, 
we had 822 events that we’ve 
been posted on our commu-
nity calendar so far,” she 
said. “As of today, we have 
nearly 2,200 events that have 
been posted, so it is definite-
ly starting to take off.” 

She said the new pol-
icy should encourage more 
consistent submissions from 
town departments and com-
mittees and allow for better 
organization through filters. 
Miner pressed for including 
schools as a distinct category.

Nadeau  sa id  schoo ls 
already submit items and 
could be formally added after 
talks with the superintendent.

Board members also urged 
staff to continue building out 
analytics to track how resi-
dents are finding and using 
the calendar. Chair Lesa 
Lessard Pearson asked spe-
cifically about monitoring 
web traffic.

“It’s more about data ana-
lytics…collecting data on, 
how many clicks you’re get-
ting or is that something that 
we could do to see if more 
people are coming to the 
page,” she said. 

Nadeau replied that the 
town’s current tools are “very 
primitive” and that more 
robust tracking may require a 
future investment. 

Awards program extended, 
with eye toward fair‑time 

celebration
The board spent consid-

erable time rethinking how 
it recognizes employees 
and volunteers through four 
annual awards: Employee 
of the Year, Volunteer of the 
Year, Citizen of the Year 
and the Whitlock lifetime 
achievement award.

Members agreed to extend 
the nomination deadline to 
Aug. 1, review nominations 
at their Aug. 3 meeting and 
vote on honorees Aug. 17, 
with the goal of tying rec-
ognition to the town fair and 
parade. 

Nadeau argued that mak-

ing the event more celebra-
tory could boost participa-
tion.

“If you had opted to make 
the presentation more of a 
celebration, as opposed to 
something that is a hand-
off, that in the future you’re 
going to be able to garner 
more people submitting,” she 
said. 

Lessard Pearson said she 
does not want to separate 
paid staff from unpaid volun-
teers when it comes to appre-
ciation.

Board members discussed 
using sashes, banners and 
parade appearances to spot-
light honorees. Selectboard 
member Jonathan Ritter sug-
gested timing internal recog-
nition so that winners can be 
featured in the fair parade.

Redevelopment: Parcel D 
and Carriage Grove

On economic develop-
ment, the board endorsed a 
state site readiness grant 
amendment for the Economic 
Development and Industrial 
Corporation’s Parcel D, 
located off Route 21 on the 
former Belchertown State 
School property. The fund-
ing will advance engineer-
ing work to about 90 percent 
design to make the land eas-
ier to market for light indus-
trial and related uses.

E D I C  r e p r e s e n t a t ive 
Jonathan Spiegel said the 
goal is to give potential buy-
ers a clearer picture of what 
can be built.

“This would complete the 
package and allow for a dif-
ferent kind of marketing,” 
Spiegel said, adding that the 
plan will show “some 10 to 
12 lots as a potential plan, 
along with the road that goes 
all the way to the back of the 
property.” 

The board also backed a 
One Stop grant application 
to demolish four remain-
ing “cruciform” buildings 
and underground tunnels at 
Carriage Grove, the former 

Belchertown State School 
campus.

“They really need to come 
down, whatever happens on 
the property,” Spiegel said. 
“They’re not only an eyesore, 
but they’re dangerous…like 
the other buildings, they have 
contaminants in them.”

W i l l i a m s  s a i d 
MassDevelopment has been 
“very aggressive about trying 
to find us additional funds” 
to finish the demolition. 

Other votes and 
acknowledgments

In other business, the board:
Approved the annual dog 

warrant, authorizing ani-
mal control enforcement 
under state law while not-
ing Belchertown’s shelter is 
operated as a no‑kill facility 
in practice.

Endorsed borrowing doc-
uments for generator and 
SCADA upgrades at the 
wastewater treatment plant, 
funded through the sewer 
enterprise account.

Approved a  purchase 
and sa le  agreement  to 
sell 6 Berkshire Avenue to 
buyer Robert Pullewski for 
$105,000, with a 10% depos-
it already in hand.

R a t i f i e d  o n e ‑ y e a r 
appointments for Director 
of Assessments Zachary 
Bombard and Director of 
Inspection Services Paul 
Esmond for fiscal 2027.

Granted McCarthy’s Pub 
a one‑day liquor license and 
permission to erect a tent for 
a June 13 fundraiser bene-
fiting an employee facing 
health issues.

Authorized placement of 
farmers market signs on the 
Town Common each Friday 
before Sunday markets from 
June through October.

Miner also read from a 
letter of thanks from the 
Sunderland Selectboard 
after Belchertown firefight-
ers responded to an April 11 
mutual aid fire.

fying flora and partners with 
local libraries.  She also con-
ducts private tours of resi-
dent properties where she 
educates clients on the area’s 
surrounding flora.   

“It’s just a lovely event 
for people to get to be more 
familiar with wild edibles,” 
said Collins.  “I’ve noticed 
over the years as I’ve been 
doing this is that when I was 
just doing walks, people still 
felt kind of nervous.”

Collins expressed a major 
barrier she noticed on these 
walks is people’s hesitancy in 
handling the wild plants.  She 
believes much of the con-
cerns stem around the unfa-
miliarity residents have with 
the local ecosystem.

“’Well, what can I real-
ly do?  What can I add 
these ingredients to,’” said 
Collins as she echoed senti-
ments from previous clients.  
Frequent questions such as 
these inspired her to incorpo-
rate cooking lessons into her 

talks.  “That’s when I start-
ed adding this component of 
a feast, so that people could 
try different wild edibles in 
salads, soups, pesto, desserts 
and drinks.”

The naturals educator stat-
ed her love for “bringing 
people outside” and helping 
establish a connection with 
nature.  She reflected in the 
past there were concerns in 
the area around foraging as a 
practice due to potential lia-
bility issues.  She mentioned 
foraging was an important 
skill to learn in light of grow-
ing concerns around food 
security.

Collins expressed a wealth 
of information and point-
ed out many surprising and 
common plants around New 
England as edible.  She men-
tioned dandelions are very 
versatile, able to be added to 
salads and brewed as teas.  
She stated harvesting some 
edible plants can actually 
help the environment.  She 
mentioned there are numer-
ous invasive edible plant 
species which can be used as 

common ingredients in the 
kitchen.

“So, as my friend Blanche 
Derby says, ‘if you can’t 
beat it, eat it,” said Collins.  
“Eat as much garlic mustard 
as you would like.  Make all 
the pesto from garlic mustard 
that you would like.  Use it in 
place of garlic.”

The walk was the first for 
the Granby library.  Collins 
stated she would be more 
than interested in running 
another event depending 
on community interest and 
should the library have 
enough funds to host another 
interactive seminar.

“I just love sharing this 
knowledge about that there’s 
free food and medicines all 
around us,” said Collins.  “If 
we just connect with our 
environment and really have 
a deeper awareness about 
who is out there that can pro-
vide food and medicine and 
have a reciprocal relationship 
with these flora and fungi, it 
just helps our bodies and our 
beings.”

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull-god
  5. A young canine
  8. Cologne
 11. Fictional British P.I.
 13. Midway between 

northeast and east
 14. A place to shop
 15. Minneapolis suburb
 16. Single lens reflex
 17. NY Mets great 

Tommie
 18. Informal loan clubs
 20. Habitual twitching
 21. Holm oak
 22. Willing to consent or 

submit
 25. In an early way
 30. Made possible
 31. Language in Ghana
 32. Relating to one’s 

birth
 33. Deep-bodied fishes
 38. Defunct European 

currency
 41. Small American 

songbird
 43. One from L.A.
 45. After tenth
 47. Hillside
 49. Red deer
 50. Partner to “oohed”
 55. Indian musical 

pattern
 56. Israeli city __ Aviv
 57. Golden peas plant
 59. Breezed through
 60. Midway between 

east and southeast
 61. Frameworks
 62. Danish krone
 63. Fall back
 64. Influential Korean 

leader

CLUES DOWN
  1. Bridge building 

degree

  2. Expression of sorrow 
or pity

  3. Large, stocky lizard
  4. Turkish leader title
  5. Nag
  6. Blank
  7. Closely woven cotton 

fabric
  8. A nice shot in golf
  9. Away from wind
 10. Evergreen shrub 

genus
 12. Large African 

antelope
 14. Something you 

receive
 19. Satisfy
 23. Wet dirt
 24. No longer here
 25. Writing utensil
 26. Ribonucleic acid
 27. Consume food
 28. Licensed for Wall 

Street

 29. Alternative forms of 
a gene

 34. Buddy
 35. We all do it
 36. Chicken
 37. No seats available
 39. Yearned to possess
 40. Ineffectual
 41. Explosive
 42. Turkish title
 44. Worn near the foot
 45. Impatient
 46. Set an example for 

others
 47. Actor Pitt
 48. Instrument of 

torture
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. A way to print
 54. Storied college 

hoops program
 58. Midway between 

south and southeast

AI RULES from page 1 CROSSWORD PUZZLECROSSWORD PUZZLE

foraging
FORAGING from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
A look at pineapple weed.

Arianna Collins teaches about Queen Anne 
Lace during the event.

Mugwort leaf has a long history of being 
used for medicinal and culinary purposes.
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E

K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

Your Private Sanctuary
Start and end your day in a space designed for serenity and superior 
functionality at every stage of your life. We transform dated bathrooms into 
luxury spa retreats that evolve with your lifestyle. Using premium materials like 
Corian® and Wilsonart®, we create seamless, easy-to-clean surfaces that stand 
the test of time. From smart storage solutions to accessible walk-in designs, 
experience the perfect blend of elegance, safety, and long-term durability.


