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BELCHERTOWN - A
group of residents organized
a standout Monday evening
to raise awareness of the
funding issues coming with
the next fiscal year’s budget.

The budget this year has
brought high anxieties to
towns across the state, where
they are finding the difficult
tasks of facing budget defi-
cits and complications that
are resulting in cuts.

These cuts, especial-
ly within the schools, have
stirred up intense anxiet-
ies, and a group of parents
and teachers came together,
knowing that they wanted
to do something to address
these cuts, and figure out
what is happening regarding
the future of the schools.

The group created a
Facebook page, called
S.0.S. Belchertown, for
Save Our Schools, and orga-
nized a stand out outside
the Selectboard Meeting on
Monday evening, drawing
pictures with chalk, holding
signs, and more to fight for
their beloved schools.

The School Committee
went over the budget for the
fiscal year 2026, and after
reviewing the effects of infla-
tion, as well as what is being
received as a budget from
the governor, and then tak-
ing into accounts things like
school choice, transportation,
class sizes, and more to fund
the year, came up with a list
of impacts.

These impacts include
reducing performing arts
offerings and world language
instruction, eliminating an IT
Director position, reducing
the Food Service Director
position, eliminating or
reducing after-school clubs,
reducing sports programs,
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Students show their support and stand out for teachers.

increase the need for grant
funding to help profession-
al development, and increase
class sizes.

Other areas that may be
affected include longer bus
rides, which in turn affects
traffic, as well as the poten-
tial of reorganizing the
schools with the grades.

The school systems have
also found other areas
of need, and the budget
decreased has made them
difficult to obtain, including
safety measures, teaching
and learning resources and
materials, technology, health
and wellness resources, and
maintenance needs.

The School Committee
provided an overall overview

Please see STAND OUT,
page 8
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Town
debates
Prop 2 Y2
override

Committee formed
to explore options

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN - The
Selectboard met on March
6 to discuss a potential
Proposition 2 1/2 override
and the formation of a com-
mittee to explore the town’s
financial options.

The meeting began with
approvals of mural designs
and liquor license applica-
tions before moving to the
central topic of the evening
- the town’s fiscal challenges.

After extensive discussion,
the Selectboard voted to form
a committee to explore the
Proposition 2 1/2 override
and debt exclusion options.

The committee will be
composed of seven mem-
bers, representing various
town interests, including the
schools, finance committee,
Selectboard, superintendent
and Town Manager.

The timeline for the com-
mittee’s work is tight, as the
town faces a May 19 elec-
tion deadline. Town Manager
Steve Williams explained,
“We would essentially need
to bring two budgets to town
meeting, a base budget and
a contingency budget. If we
didn’t have it on that elec-
tion, we would have to have
a special election before the
end of June to make sure
that we were able to have the
budgets ready for FY 26.”

Please see PROP 2752,
page 5

Belchertown explores opioid settlement funds for social worker position

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN -
The Belchertown Opioid
Settlement Funds Advisory
Committee discussed the
possibility of using settle-
ment funds to create a new
social worker position to
serve the community.

The meeting, chaired by
Gail Gramarossa, brought
together a diverse group of
committee members, includ-
ing representatives from the
police department, public
health programs and local
organizations.

A key focus of the discus-
sion was the work being done
by the Mill Towns Public

Health Program, which cov-
ers Palmer, Ludlow, Warren
and West Brookfield. Ashley
Jediny, a shared services
social worker with the pro-
gram, provided an overview
of her role.

“My goal is to connect
individuals to a wide range
of services and supports,
substance use, mental health,

housing, transportation,
elderly support, food resourc-
es, health insurance,” Jediny
said. “Every day is different,
so it’s just trying to figure out
what the need is.”

Jediny described her week-
ly meetings with local police
and fire departments, as well
as her drop-in hours at the
Ludlow library and partici-

pation in community events.
She emphasized the impor-
tance of not duplicating
existing services and working
closely with organizations
like the Community Health
Center of the Berkshires.

The committee members
raised questions about the
funding and sustainability
of the Mill Towns program,

which is currently supported
by a state grant.

Kim Dewey, a pediatri-
cian and committee member,
asked, “What’s the sustain-
ability of it? How you have
the opportunity to go for this
grant again?”’

Please see FUNDS, page 4

Cultural council
awards 30 grants

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN -
Being able to support the
town and its projects to
help support the communi-
ty is something the cultural

council values, and award-
ing grants is one of the
ways it does this.

Last week, the Cultural
Council hosted a grants
award ceremony, and
awarded thirty grants this
year, ten more than what
was awarded last year.

The Belchertown Cultural
Council is a part of a Local
Cultural Council, or LCC,
network that is run by the
Massachusetts Cultural
Council, which awards
grant money to town coun-
cils like the BCC to fund
projects.

“In addition to the MCCs

Please see GRANTS, page 4

People gathered together
sharing some snacks and
each other’s company, cele-
brating not only the awards,
but community most of all.

Speakers to

Submitted by
Magda Harrison

BELCHERTOWN - Black
History Month celebration
at Belchertown High School
was a truly special and mean-
ingful event, enriched by
the presence of Dr. Patrick
Tutwiler, the Secretary of
Education.

Dr. Tutwiler’s visit pro-
vided an opportunity for stu-
dents to hear firsthand about
the importance of education,
diversity, and inclusion. His
inspiring words encouraged
reflection on how we can all
contribute to a more inclusive
society, and his message res-
onated deeply with everyone
in attendance.

The event also featured
a variety of performances
that showcased the creativ-
ity and talents of students
across grade levels. The high
school’s jazz band energized
the crowd with their vibrant
performance, setting an
upbeat tone for the event.

share importance of Black History

The first graders from
Swift River brought smiles
to everyone’s faces with their
heartfelt songs, offering an
uplifting and joyful contribu-
tion to the celebration. Their
voices filled the room with
warmth and innocence, high-
lighting the spirit of unity
and community.

Students from Jabish
Brook Middle School par-
ticipated by reciting their
“No Place for Hate” pledge,
emphasizing the importance
of respect, kindness, and
standing against discrimi-
nation. Their words were a
powerful reminder of the val-
ues we strive to instill in our
school community.

Additionally, Chestnut Hill
Community School students
captivated the audience with
their thought-provoking poet-
ry, expressing powerful mes-
sages about equality, history,
and the significance of Black
History Month.

The celebration was a
beautiful blend of perfor-

mances, speeches, and reflec-
tions that honored the rich
history and culture of Black
Americans. It was a day full
of learning, inspiration, and
connection that truly brought

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Speaker Patrick Tutwiler hearing from a young boy.

our community together.
Comments by Heidi
Gutekenst
I am so proud to be the

Please see HISTORY, page 4
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Honors students

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - Art
is one of the ways we as
humans can truly express
ourselves, and whether its
picking up a marker, pencil,
or paint brush, that creativi-
ty truly blossoms in a select
few.

The Clapp Memorial
Library hosted a reception
to show off the Belchertown
High School’s artwork at the

beginning of February, the
honors art students had their
art up on the walls for all to
admire.

“I love showing off the
kid’s work. I'm proud of
what they do,” said their
teacher, Lori St. Pierre.
“They are full of great ideas
and energy. I learn just as
much from them as I teach
them. My job is fun when the
kids get excited.”

Each student exhibited
one piece of art , and there
were 36 students total from

Animals of all different kinds, with words, outfits, and other

items to represent the artist.

Sakura Hartsfield from Honors 2 and her animal portrait.

have art reception at the library

Honors1, who painted ani-
mals, and Honors 2, who
painted self-portraits.

“Every student is creative.
You just need to find the
right inspiration to pull it out
of them,” said St. Pierre.

St. Pierre has been teach-
ing art for 21 years, and has
been at Belchertown High
School for 16, showing her
love for art and her students,
the show revealing how
much love the students have
for art and her classes .

She got her undergrad in

fie art, graphic design, and
art history at Westfield State,
and her master’s in art educa-
tion at UMass.

“Unfortunately, I did not
get to go to the reception, but
I always get positive feed-
back from the public and
that is the best part,” said St.
Pierre.

The students in the high
school’s honors art classes
truly are talented, and they
have worked hard to show
and represent their inner
selves through art.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Cheese and crackers were served at the show.
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The talent of students in Honors 2 with their multi-colored

self-portraits.

Friends gathered to enjoy an evening at the library and look at

the art.
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Giselle Bourgeois with her animal piece from Honors 1.

Two friends enjoying their time at the art reception.
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GRANTS from page 1

guidelines, our main cri-
teria is that the project or
program must take place in
Belchertown and the appli-
cation must clearly articulate
the benefit it brings to our
community,” said Melanie
Donovan, the Cultural
Council Chair.

“We also look for letter
of support from other enti-
ties who might be involved,
for example, a lot of grant-
ed events take place at the
Clapp Memorial Library or
the Senior Center. We want
to make sure applicants have
had prior conversations with
those venues before applying
for a grant,” said Donovan.

“Another consideration is
the scope of the project, these
grants are typically small,
$1,500 and under, so the
BCC cannot always be the
sole source of funding,” said
Donovan. “In general, we
give preference to grants that
are for public events, nature,
science and environmen-
tal education, and programs
celebrating local history and
cultural diversity.”

The Cultural Council
held their evening gathering
at the Lacey Rose Bed and
Breakfast, where they had
plenty of tasty appetizers,
and live piano music to cele-
brate the awarded grants.

“Guests had a chance to
connect in-person, discuss
their projects and plans. We
opened a space for network-
ing and learning deeper about
our grantees and their amaz-
ing efforts past and present.
I’d estimate about forty-five
attendees over the evening,
which provided an intimate
setting for conversations,”
said Trista Hevey, the coun-
cil’s treasurer.

The rooms were filled with
a wide range of people, all
sharing ideas about differ-
ent topics and ideas, and an
eagerness for these projects
to come together in 2025.

“The reason I joined the
BCC was because I fell in
love with Winter Light Night
and Food Truck Fridays.
Seeing all my friends and
neighbors out together, hav-
ing fun, being together as a
community was the best feel-
ing, and I wanted to be a part
of that,” said Donovan.

“At first I had no idea
that so many of the events

I brought my children to at
the library were funded by
the BCC, but once I got
involved, I saw how much
the LCC program can real-
ly bring to a small town like
ours,” said Donovan.

The evening brought
together many people, and
brought in a connection
between people where ideas
and more were able to be
shared.

“Sometimes we get so
wrapped up in our own proj-
ects and plans, we don’t
always have a moment to
pause and listen to others,”
said Hevey. “Those moments
when you see synergy, sup-
port and collaboration is the
reason why BCC members
love hosting opportunities to
gather our community.”

“Everyone was excited
to meet each other, and net-
work on a Friday evening in
Belchertown. It was a true
celebration of community,
culture and connectivity,”
said Hevey. “We’re excit-
ed to see all of the 2025
grants come to fruition for
Belchertown. And we con-
tinue to celebrate the suc-
cess and efforts of all past
awardees.”

The winners of
the 2025 grants:

Daniel Kirouac: Concert
for COA (Council on
Aging) Valentine’s Day
Luncheon Feb 14, 2025 at
the Senior Center

Paint Sip Fun: A wood
sign workshop March 2025
at the Senior Center

Roger Ticknell: From
Ireland to America March
21,2025 @10:30 am at the
Senior Center

Patricia Barry: Your
Back in the Garden; Taking
care of your body as you
work March 22, 2025 at
10:00 AM in the Town Hall

The ABC’s Of Genealogy
- Getting Started with
Family Research 3/17/25 and
3/24/25 at the Senior Center

Julie Stepanek: Saturday
Music Series (a music pro-
grams for young children)
Spring 2025 at the Clapp

Laura Hicks: Lady Singers
of the 70’s; Spring 2025 at
the Clapp

Nature Photography
Workshops; Spring 2025 at
the Clapp

Jay Mankita: Artful
Mechanisms (a STEAM-

Nothing says “welcome” like a plate full of cookies!

themed maker-skills work-
shop for 4th graders) ;
Spring 2025 at Chestnut Hill
Community School

Birds of Prey (present-
ed by Tom Ricardi, from
Massachusetts Bird of Prey
Rehab Facility) April 2025 at
the Senior Center

Springfield Symphony
Musical Petting Zoo (a
hands-on traveling exhibit of
musical instruments) April
2025 at Christopher Heights.

Life With Bill A New
Model for Aging (Nick
Kachulis shares stories about
being a primary caregiver
for his father as he struggled
with dementia) May 13,2025
At the Senior Center

Literr ary
Journal (The Belchertown
High School writing
club plans to produce a mag-
azine called “The Nest: A
Literary Journal” which will
be distributed for free at their
Coffee House event at BHS
on May 2, 2025)

Jafar Manselle: West
African Drumming
Workshop - Come out to
play Spring/Summer 2025 at
the Clapp

West Mass
Band Concert on
Common. June 28, 2025

Scarboro Art Garden - A
Dwight-Inspired Art and
History Day at the Scarboro
Bowl. A Sunday in June 2025

Summer Concerts on
the Common 5 FREE con-
certs by the Belchertown
Community Band during
July & August.

Brass
the

Accoustica will perform
again at one of our Food
Truck Friday events this
summer

Eli Elkus: Musical
Storytelling & Folk Music
at the Belchertown Farmers
Market 2025 season.

The Pioneer Valley
Concert Band: Sounds of
Summer will be performed at
Christopher Heights Summer
2025

David R Bates III
- Ghosts, Goblins & More:
Performance & Workshop
for Tweens and Teens at the
Clapp. October 24, 2025

Concert by the Jazz Bones.
10/26/25 at United Methodist
Church.

Live Music Making
History Live - Popular music
and Veterans. Presented by
John Waterman Nov.14, 2025
at the senior Center

Echoes in Nature:
Hampshire County: (A col-
laborative arts project) April-
Nov 2025 at the Clapp

Belchertown Cemeteries.
(Robert Comeau provides
guided tours of Lake Vale
Cemetery, Rural Cemetery,
and Warner Pine Grove
Memorial Cemetery) 1 tour
in Spring, summer and fall.

Sensory Garden
Opening (The Belchertown
pollinators garden is adding
a music area in the spring,
as well as a Dutchman’s
pipe plant (Aristolochia
Macrophylla) , a host plant
for pipevine swallowtail but-
terflies. They will also host
a Halloween Spook-tacular

SUBMITTED PHOTO

in October with Jennifer the
librarian)

Energy and
Sustainability run by John
Piekara. (The Belchertown
Energy and Sustainability
Committee has several proj-
ects to provide services
and information that bring
about the changes needed to
improve and promote public
knowledge for environmental
consciousness and actions,
including promoting com-
posting at public events such
as Food Truck Friday on the
common

Blue Heron A sculpture by
Don Longley, crafted from
upcycled mild steel to be
installed at Lake Wallace.
This ties in with efforts to
have that area designated a
Cultural District.

Reading and Signing for
Emma and Belley: Sister
Detectives, A Bilingual
Book (A self-written, bilin-
gual (Chinese American)
book written by two young
sisters.) This event will be at
the Clapp

Community-Centric
Entertainment and
Events at Arcpoint
Brewery. (Committed to fos-
tering community engage-
ment and providing a wel-
coming space for families
and individuals to gather,
relax, and enjoy local culture,
Arcpoint plans on hosting a
variety of entertainment and
community-oriented events
in 2025.)

FUNDS from page 1

Erin McMurray, the
shared services coordina-
tor for the mill towns pro-
gram, explained that the
grant is set up for the next
10 years, but acknowl-
edged the need to explore
additional funding sources,
including the possibility of
using Belchertown’s opi-
oid settlement funds.

The committee dis-
cussed the potential for
collaboration with the
Quabbin Health District
and the possibility of using
opioid settlement funds to
support a social worker
position that could serve
multiple communities.

Belchertown
Overcoming Adversity
Together (BOAT) mem-
ber and committee mem-
ber Kris Hoag, suggested
exploring the idea of inte-
grating the social worker
position with the existing
Drug Free Communities
grant, should that funding
not be renewed.

“Do we want to create
this position and some-
thing to integrate what we
were just talking about
with, not necessarily drug
free communities, but kind
of integrate both positions
together?” Hoag said.

The committee agreed
to invite Andrea Crete
from the Quabbin Health
District to the next meet-
ing to discuss potential
collaboration and the pos-
sibility of hosting a social
worker.

Gramarossa emphasized
the importance of aligning
any proposed position with
the purpose of the opioid
settlement funds.

“We got to make those
really clear connections
in order that everybody
is, you know, not, nobody
gets in trouble for using
money in a way that
you’re not supposed to,”
she said.

The committee plans
to continue exploring
the feasibility of a social
worker position and the
potential use of opioid set-
tlement funds to support
it, with the goal of pre-
senting a proposal to the
Belchertown Selectboard
in the coming months.

Jason Law, Shawn Fortin, Brian Cameron, Patrick Tutwiler, Magda Harrison, Antoine
Harrison, and LaMar Cook after the ceremony for Diversity Day.
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chair of the School Committee
in a district that embraces,
celebrates and encourages
diversity. Our leadership, our
teachers and our students have
such amazing talents and I am
inspired by their bravery, hon-
esty and the way they embrace
acceptance of others.

Comments by Brian Cam-
eron

I was honored to have Dr.
Patrick Tutwiler, the Secretary
of Education, Antoine
Harrison, MA Secretariat
Chief Information Officer,
Senator Jake Oliveria,
Representative Aaron
Saunders and other representa-
tives from the Commonwealth
see the rich diversity our
students embrace here in
Belchertown.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Magda Harrison sharing a few
words about diversity and the
community.
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Diversity is an essential ele-
ment of our communities, and
Tutwiler shares many ways this
is true.
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I someone who truly loves his job. Gerry
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors
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For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to
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makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors.
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carriage house style, commercial & industrial.
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Your Voice, Our Future:
Help Shape a Climate-Ready Belchertown

BELCHERTOWN—Our
town has been listening —
through events and conversa-
tions, we’ve gathered valuable
insights on how we can better
support each other and build
social resilience to climate
change. We’re welcoming all
Belchertown residents to join
us for a community meeting
to help shape a stronger, more
resilient Belchertown and
have your voice heard.

We are providing two

opportunities to participate in
this resilience building effort.
We will gather on Saturday,
March 15, 2025 from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. and on Wednesday,
March 19, 2025 from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m. in the Lawrence
Memorial Town Hall
Auditorium.

At these meetings, we’ll
share the results of what
we’ve learned; break into
small, friendly discussion
groups to brainstorm ideas:

and vote on a ‘seed project’
to kick start our community’s
climate resilience efforts.

So come enjoy a delicious
meal, connect with neigh-
bors, and make your voice
heard. Together we can plant
the seeds for a safer, stronger
Belchertown for everyone!

These meetings are spon-
sored by the MVP 2.0 pro-
gram. The MVP 2.0 program,
funded by the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Energy

and Environmental Affairs,
aims to address climate vul-
nerabilities and invest in com-
munity resilience.

Interested? Please contact
Sarah Fortune, Belchertown
Conservation Administrator
at 413-323-0405 or email
sfortune @belchertown.org to
RSVP or for more informa-
tion.

Please RSVP no later than
Wednesday, March 12, 2025
at5 p.m..

Hope United Methodist Church

2025 Lenten/Easter Schedule

Worship during Lent
Sundays 10 a.m.
March 9-April 6, 2025

Play “The People vs. Judas
Iscariot” Culminating with a
verdict by the congregation

Lenten Study
Tuesdays 10 a.m.
March 11 - April 8

“The Gospel of John”
by Amy-Jill Levine. Study
books are available from
Pastor Michelle

Palm Sunday
April 13 10 a.m.

Service of Holy
Communion, Distribution of
Palm Branches

Holy Thursday
April 17 7 p.m.

During the service we will
be with Christ at the Last
Supper. We will be with him
in the Garden of Prayer.
And we will be with him in

the dark night of betrayal.
Good Friday
April 18 1to 3 p.m.

Sanctuary open for prayer
and reflection followed by
steeple bell tolling at 3 p.m.

Tenebrae Service
7 p.m.

The service of Tenebrae
meaning darkness or shad-
ows has readers trace the
passion story through read-
ing of scriptures. As candles
are extinguished and lights
dimmed, we ponder the
depth of Christ’s suffering
and death.

Easter Sunrise Service

April 20 6 a.m.

Quabbin Reservoir
— Tower Parking Lot;
Ecumenical Service

Easter Sunday Worship

April 20 10 a.m.

Resurrection Celebration

Jazzified Pop

On Friday, March 7 at
6:30 p.m., embark on a
captivating musical jour-
ney with “Jazzified Pop,”
and immerse yourself in an
evening that not only cele-
brates the enduring appeal
of popular music but also
delves into the boundless
realms of jazz interpreta-
tion. From iconic melodies
of The Beatles to the time-
less tunes of Elvis Presley
and the legendary tracks of
Queen, both jazz enthusi-
asts and devoted lovers of
pop melodies will experi-
ence an unforgettable night
that showcases the power
of musical innovation.
This program will take
place at the Belchertown

March programs at Clapp
Memorial Library

United Church of Christ,
18 Park St. Sponsored by
the Friends of the Clapp
Memorial Library.

Create Better Health

The Food Bank of
Western Massachusetts, in
partnership with SNAP-
Ed, will offer a “Create
Better Health” nutrition
education program at the
Clapp Memorial Library
on Monday, March 10 at 6
p-m. Learn about Explore
MyPlate healthy eating
guidelines, learn to deci-
pher the nutrition facts
labels and how to make a
budget-friendly meal, and
get tips to add more exer-
cise into your daily routine.

PROP 22 from page 1

Superintendent Brian
Cameron acknowledged the
significant budget increase
facing the school district,
stating, “We have looked at
teachers, parents, custodians,
food service [and] adminis-
trator” positions for potential
cuts.

“We clearly have a grow-
ing gap between money com-
ing in and money needed to
maintain all town services,”
said Select Board member
Jen Turner. “The gap gets
larger each year. There’s no
immediate external sources
of funds to fill it.”

The discussion highlighted
the need for transparency and
collaboration between the
town and school departments.

Selectboard Chair Ed
Boscher expressed frustration
with the lack of line-item
budgets.

Turner emphasized the
importance of accurate data,
noting, “The information
needs to be correct, and if it’s
presented to the community
and it’s organized, I think the
other two pieces is, if you're
organizing, you should take
this to the state because we
can do Chapter 70 organiz-
ing.”

Resident Kevin Nolan

Wine tasting a success

BELCHERTOWN—The
Friends of Clapp Memorial
Library successfully held
their annual free wine tasting
event the evening of March
Ist at the library.

Over 50 people attend to
sample a variety of affordable
wines from national and inter-
national vineyards and enjoy
some light refreshments.

“ We intend to continue
sponsoring this community
event again next year,” said
Jim Knittel, the President of
the Friends, “as it is a way
to showplace the library and
promote the Friends group”.

The next Friends event is
their Spring Book Sale to
be held the second week of
April.

WESTMASS ELDERCARE IS NOW...

A\ccess

Care Partners

Serving older adults, persons with
disabilities and their caregivers.

413.538.9020 | ACCESSCAREPARTNERS.ORG

urged the town to find a solu-
tion, stating, “This is about
the kids. We have to protect
our kids. I'm a public school
guy until I’'m not. As soon
as I’'m not, other people are
going to leave this town too.”
Selectboard member Lesa
Lessard Pearson emphasized
the need for a strategic plan.
“This is about fiscal
responsibility, not opposi-
tion to public education,” she
said. “The debate over the
override isn’t about whether
or not we support education
itself. It’s about how we fund
education responsibly.”
Select Board member
Whitney Jorns-Kuhnlenz

Handbags &

stressed the importance of
the committee’s makeup.

“If you have an odd num-
ber of people, you’ll get a
vote,” she said. “If you have
an even number of people,
you could have deadlock.”

The meeting highlighted
the town’s complex financial
challenges and the need for
a collaborative, transparent
approach to finding a solu-
tion. As resident Melissa
Gordon stated, “We moved
here for our children. We
want to stay here for our chil-
dren, and if it comes down
to it, we will be a family that
leaves for our children.”

Hand Tools!

FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 2025
6PM DOORS - 6:30PM GAMES
AMVETS POST 74 - THREE RIVERS

[ $40 for 10 Games featuring
10 Grand Prizes

7 Designer Handbags &
3 Premium Power Tools

Also includes
Delicious Snack Platters,
Bingo Dauber &
Bonus Raffle Tix

Cash Bar

Must be at least 18 years old
to register/play

SCAN QR
CODE

OR VISIT
QHMA.COM
TO REGISTER

MARCH IS NATIONAL

NUTRITION MONTH!

M Food
sUS

2025 NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH
A Compaign by the Accdemy of Nutrition and Dietetics

Eat Right Specials March 5-11

Fresh ASParagus......cummusmm $2.99 1
Sweet Grape Tomatoes Pint Size ...... 99¢
Fresh Broccoli Crowns ... $1.49 1b
Snow White Cauliflower .......2 for $5.00
Golden Lemons Large Size.....5 for $3.00
Fresh Blackberries 6 oz pkg ..2 for $5.00
Boar’s Head Pastrami............. $14.99 Ib
Boar’s Head Corned Beef......... $14.99 Ib

Boar’s Head
Imported Swiss Cheese........... $9.99 Ib

FROM RANDALL’'S KITCHEN
ENTREES TO GO!
LENTEN SPECIALS

Every Wednesday & Friday
FRIDAY FEATURES ~
Baked Haddock, Fresh Salmon,
Clam Chowder & Cheese Tortellini Soup

March Into S])l'ing!
J

W \\\L YL 2b4

Fresh Qﬁﬂl_ﬁp’cj’;e%l

2 for $8:¢.S4!
P g W ;i:_ e

Fragranty, Sc88irreesia

Hyacinths g ¢ TR ncipots
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4 Inch Pots $4109 55| $14.99

%

Shamrock Plants

Four Leaf Oxalis
Shamrock Plants

PO \ Green, Red & Iron Cross

% GREEN CARNATIONS
o BELLS OF IRELAND

% GREEN SHAMROCK
HYDRANGEAS

ALWAYS FRESH AT

l;fl nch Pots

164,99
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&
-

. =
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¥

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM
OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM - 7PM

Find us on and Youl[TD)

newspdper
correspondent

The Sentinel seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.
e Must be dependable, professional and able to
meet strict deadlines
e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Turley(t.)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Deanna Sloat

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
dsloat@turley.com
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I OPINION

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I am a married woman,
at my full retirement age
and the primary earner in
my marriage.

How do I know if I
should take my Social
Security now or wait till
70?7 I will lose quite a bit
if I take it now. How will
it affect my taxes if I take
it now while still working
a full-time job?

Signed: Undecided

Dear Undecided:

As you apparently
already know, waiting
until you are 70 to claim
Social Security will result
in you getting your max-
imum possible month-
ly SS retirement benefit.
After your full retire-
ment age, you get about
8% more each year you
delay claiming up to age
70. But deciding exact-
ly when to claim should
consider both your finan-
cial needs and, important-
ly, your life expectancy.

If you don’t urgently
need the money now and
your life expectancy is at
least “average,” then wait-
ing until age 70 to claim
is usually the right choice.
But if you urgently need
the money or your life
expectancy is less than
average (mid-80s for a
woman your current age),
then claiming before age
70 is usually prudent.

Regarding taxation,
Social Security benefits
may be taxable if your
combined income from
all sources exceeds the
threshold for your IRS
filing status. If you file
taxes as “married/joint-
ly” and your combined
income including your
work income exceeds
$32,000, then half of the
SS benefits you received
during the tax year
becomes part of your tax-
able income.

But if your combined
income is over $44,000,
then up to 85% of your
SS benefits becomes tax-
able income (the thresh-
olds are lower for those

Should I wait until age 70
to claim Social Security?

who file as a single).
So, your full-time work
income will likely affect
how much of your Social
Security benefits are sub-
ject to income tax by the
IRS.

In the end, only you
can decide when you
should claim Social
Security. Taxation of ben-
efits may be a factor to
consider since you are
still working full time
(thus more of your SS
benefits will be taxable).
But waiting longer to
claim results in a higher
benefit for the rest of your
life (your SS retirement
benefit will be .667%
more for each month you
delay, up to age 70). If
the “rest of your life” is
a long time and you don’t
urgently need the money,
waiting is often the right
choice. If not, claiming
earlier may be wiser.

If you want to get a
more personalized esti-
mate of your life expec-
tancy, I suggest you use
the tool we use here at
the AMAC Foundation:
www.socialsecurityreport.
org/tools/life-expectan-
cy-calculator/.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intend-
ed for information pur-
poses and does not rep-
resent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @ amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

;& your

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

health

When Mom or Dad won't accept help

cientists have found
S that humans age dra-

matically in two
bursts — at around age 44,
then at around 60. As peo-
ple get beyond middle age,
a fairly significant num-
ber don’t want to admit to
themselves that they are
getting older because of a
variety of factors:

Society portrays aging
negatively. (At least we
have Kathy Bates as
“Matlock” showing us a
seventy-something smart
cookie.)

Psychologically, peo-
ple associate aging with
decline and loss of abili-
ties, so they avoid thinking
about it.

Ageism, the last accept-
able form of discrimination,
is still present in workplac-

es.

Preserving a younger
self-image is a boost to the
ego.

This denial mani-
fests itself in many ways
— for example, buying a
three-story house or get-
ting a 50-pound dog when
you’re in your 60s or 70s.
And I think it’s at the root
of why, when our parents
are getting older, they resist
accepting help from their
children and their caregiv-
ers.

It’s a process
We may age more quick-
ly at certain times, but get-
ting older is a process, and
processes take time. Which
is why the first time you

Please see HEALTH,
page 11

LETTERS

Supporting the Belchertown School Garden

To the editor,

As you may have heard,
the proposed town bud-
get is going to be unable to
fully fund the Belchertown
schools for the 2025-2026
school year. The schools
are trying to work with the
money they will be given, but
are looking at the potential
for the loss of over 20 full
time employees, the closing
of one of the school build-
ings, and cuts to enriching
activities such as sports and
music. For more information,
you can visit the Facebook
group “S.0.S. - Belchertown
(Save Our Schools!)” at
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1391222345374163
if you are on Facebook, look
over a slide presentation

from Superintendent Brian
Cameron available at https://
shorturl.at/odqTe , read a
summary of the situation
in a PDF at https://tinyurl.
com/BTownSOS and attend
the selectboard meetings
Monday March 3 and 17, at
6:30 in the town hall.

I want to let you all know
that there should be no
direct financial effects on the
school gardens as they are
managed and funded by vol-
unteers. With fewer teachers
and less resources, the gar-
den will be more important
than ever. We will be doing
our best to keep kids engaged
with all the benefits that a
garden can provide, and there
are so many! Please consid-
er volunteering in the garden
this Spring to support teach-

ers and students, or over the
summer to keep the garden
producing fresh produce that
is donated (yes, for free) to
our community. There are
many ways to volunteer.
Contact Holly at btown-
garden@gmail.com to let me
know you are interested.

To paraphrase Robin Wall
Kimmerer: Volunteering is an
invitation to respond to the
needs of our community, and
a way to multiply the bene-
fits of our work beyond the
boundaries of ourselves.

I hope to meet you in the
garden.

Holly Field

Volunteer Garden Manager
Belchertown School
Gardens

btowngarden @ gmail.com

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must authenticate
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the
right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed
to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com. The
deadline for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Belchertown for rematriation

Dear Editor,

Now is the time for ges-
tures of goodwill, both sym-
bolic and substantial. I'm
writing to encourage wide-
spread community support
for Bill HD.3659 authorizing
the conveyance of Lampson
Brook Farm to the Nipmuc
and the Jepson Farmstead
Parcel to NESFI.

The previous version of the
bill filed with the Statehouse
was opposed for technical
reasons as well as reluc-
tance from some residents
and other vested parties to
transferring ownership of any
land to indigenous peoples.
This new bill includes lan-
guage recommended by the
Massachusetts Division of
Capital Asset Management
and Maintenance (DCAMM)
to fix the technical issues
within the first version. No
wording in a bill can address
exclusionary attitudes, only
tangible actions can do this.

Rematriation of 421.6
acres of Lampson Brook
Farm to the stewardship of
the Nipmuc is important to
living well as neighbors in an
unavoidably diverse commu-
nity. For several years, Chief
Holley of the Hassanamisco
Band of Nipmuc and the
NIDC have negotiated
in good faith and trust in
the best ambitions of the
Commonwealth. The com-
peting interests of the New
England Small Farm Institute
(NESFI) have been satisfied
- they will receive ownership
of the Jepson Hill Parcel (8.4
acres). Significantly, protec-
tions for current lessees will
be extended with passage of
this bill.

The environmental impor-
tance of restoring land man-
agement practices to indig-
enous peoples has scientif-
ic credibility: study after
study confirms the stew-
ardship practices of indige-
nous Native Americans and

indigenous peoples global-
ly are a template and road-
map for regaining climate
equilibrium. Note that the
acreage of the ownership
transfer is a mere 1.25%
of Belchertown’s total
property. It is an adequate
amount for the Nipmuc
to apply their traditional
practices, becoming a ref-
erence and resource to our
community and beyond.
Please strongly encour-
age Senator Jake Oliveira
and Representative Aaron
Saunders to champion Bill
HD.3659. The best acts made
by the legislature for the
Commonwealth will have the
longest arc of positive out-
comes. This Bill will have
a very long, very positive
impact on the multicultural
resilience of Belchertown
and Massachusetts.

Sincerely,
Steph Kent
Belchertown resident

And just like that it’s spring

ell, maybe I am
getting a bit ahead
of myself. This

coming weekend the days
will feel a
little lon- .

"
ger because 1%
of Daylight * them
Savings, when t 0
we “spring w grow

I love growing peppers.
Perhaps it is because I have
the perfect spot- stone edged
raised beds — that contain the
heat
and
help

forward” an ., n quite

hour. el suc-
The eve- & ' / cess-

nings will fully.

begin to lure us outside after
supper, maybe for a walk or
just a look-see around the
yard. For, me, one sign of
“spring” is starting my pep-
per seeds indoors.

They are the earliest trans-
plants I grow at home, and I
am so excited to get started!

Regular readers of the
column may remember that

By week’s end my pepper
seeds will have been sown
in moist lightweight seed
starting mix and placed on
bottom heat. Seventy-eight
to 80 degrees is perfect for
germinating pepper seeds; at
those temps I expect to see
sprouting in eight days or so.

Once they sprout, I will
place the flats within inches

of my shop lights and adjust
the lights as they grow. When
the second set of leaves form,
known as the “true leaves,”
the pepper seedlings will find
their way into six packs or
their own two inch pot.

By late April or early May,
they will be given a larger
pot once more; usually a
four inch pot will do. After
a hardening off period, I
will transplant them into the
ground once it has warmed
considerably- usually by
June first.

A couple weeks prior to
that I provide black plastic
mulch on top of soil to get
it pre-heated and ready for
these tropic loving plants.

Although there are over 20
species of pepper, just one is

Please see GARDEN,
page 7

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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Zoning board considers variance for
RV carport, discusses updating bylaws

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY - The Zoning
Board of Appeals held
a joint meeting with the
Planning Board on Feb.
18, to consider a variance
request and discuss potential
updates to the town’s zoning
bylaws.

The board agreed to work
with the Planning Board to
draft updates to the zoning
bylaws, with the goal of
aligning them with state law
and providing more clari-
ty for businesses. The two
boards plan to hold another
joint meeting to further dis-
cuss the proposed changes.

The meeting began with
an application from Jason
Richard, who was seek-
ing a variance to construct
an RV carport on his prop-
erty. Kathleen Bronner,
chair of the Zoning Board
of Appeals, read the for-
mal announcement into the
record, noting that Richard
was requesting an advance
of section three regulations

regarding insufficient mini-
mum setbacks.

“Your house is in an
angle, if you look at the pic-
ture...So from there is 30
from this front corner, that’s
32 feet to the room, and then
where you’re looking to con-
struct to the right side of the
right side for the campers
Park,” Bronner said.

Richard explained that the
proposed carport would be
15 feet from the side, 12 feet
from the front corner, and 40
feet from the road. He noted
that the structure would
be made of aluminum and
green cardboard and would
be attached to the house for
stability.

Board members expressed
concerns about the 15-foot
setback, as Richard’s house
was already non-conform-
ing.

“My only concern is to set
back because it is so close,
but so I’'m just sharing that’s
what my concern, and that
meets all the three criteria.
Is a real hardship, but I also,
we also want to work with

and my input mitigating,”
Bronner said.

After discussing the tem-
porary nature of the carport
and its potential impact on
the neighborhood, the board
voted to grant the variance.

“I think that Mr. Richard
has really identified the
properties drawbacks in
terms of satisfying 48 sec-
tion seven, regarding shape,
size. I also believe that
inherently, the hardship is
protection of a probably fair-
ly expensive travel trailer,”
said board member Dakota
Richards.

The meeting then shifted
to a discussion of the town’s
zoning bylaws, with the
board acknowledging the
need for updates and clarifi-
cation.

“Our bylaws, it’s a living
document. We should be
updating it as right as nec-
essary,” said board member
Ronald Harrop.

The board discussed the
recent state law allowing
for in-law apartments, with
Bronner noting the impor-

tance of aligning the town’s
bylaws with the new legis-
lation.

“I think we should be sup-
portive of our business com-
munity, you know, when-
ever we can, and having an
attractive kind of go to des-
tination point of business is
there, you know, I think it’s
a great idea,” Bronner said.

The board also addressed
a proposal from Marilyna
Cohen, who owns the
Chateau Chatelain property,
to sell outdoor agricultur-
al structures such as sheds
and greenhouses. The board
acknowledged the need for
clarification on what con-
stitutes “goods and wares”
under the current zoning
bylaws.

“Clearly, what’s been
allowed, either by right or
just by...outdoor display of
goods and wears. So, CBA
doesn’t even have right.
Nobody has authority to do
it,” said board member Brian
Trompke.

Gravel permit
postponed

By Emily-Rose Pappas

Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com
GRANBY - The

Selectboard met last week
to continue a public hear-
ing to consider a Gravel
Permit application from LJ
Development, LLC.

The meeting on February
27 was held by Chair Drystal
Dufresne, Clerk David A.
Labonte, and member Glen
N. Sexton, as well as Interim
Town Administrator Ira
Breszinzky, Assistant Town
Administrator Cathy Leonard,
and Selectboard Clerk Dayle
Clark.

Applicants and owners
James and Cathie A. Slate
came to the board for the con-
tinued hearing regarding their
gravel permit request.

According to state law, spe-
cial permits are required for
big projects, and there were
several meetings already in
place for this application,
with several setbacks regard-
ing lawful approval.

Because this gravel per-

mit hearing has been going
on for so long, the voting
members of the Selectboard
have changed, and there
were meetings even before
Attorneys Costa and
Berthume were involved for
the town and applicants.

“The problem here is this is
a special permit, and the law
says for a special permit, the
three-member board can only
approve that special permit by
way of a unanimous vote... in
favor of the special permit for
the permit to be granted,” said
Attorney Christopher Costa.

Because some of the voting
members of the Selectboard
have changed from when
these hearings first began, not
all three of the members of
the Selectboard are eligible to
vote on the permit.

Costa offered a few ways
to fix this voting dilemma,
which would be to “reconsti-
tute” the board, which would
mean that the board would
“re-notice” the public hear-
ing as if it were starting from

Please see PERMIT, page 11

GARDEN from page 6

known to American garden-
ers. It goes by the Latin name
Capsicum annuum. Five cat-
egories of peppers fall under
this heading, but I typically
grow only the sweet types.

Green when immature,
sweet bell peppers ripen to
a rainbow of colors: yellow,
orange, red, purple, ivory and
even chocolate brown. We
eat them in the green stage
more so than when fully ripe,
and that’s a shame. A little
patience and a week or two
longer in the garden will
yield a sweet treat.

If T had to choose only
one variety to grow it

would be AAS award win-
ner “Carmen,” bred right in
Maine at Johnny’s Selected
Seed. Numerous six inch
by two and a half inch red
peppers make an appearance
beginning in late July and
continue through the first
frost.

Yes, I did say “late July!”
If I’d dare to guess at the
total yield of peppers per
plant, one dozen would be a
fair estimate. They are great
fresh, frozen or fire roasted!

Renee’s Garden sells a
lovely little pepper by the
name of “Yummy Belles.”
The description is accurate
when they say that the plants
are “highly productive” and

“load up” with lots of lit-
tle three to four inch bright
orange peppers.

They call them snack pep-
pers, and they are just that.
Make a decadent snack by
filling with veggie cream
cheese, or stick to healthier
eating by adding one or two
to a personal salad.

Paprika peppers also fall
into the sweet pepper catego-
ry. Fruits are up to six inches
long and three inches wide at
the top and come to a blunt
point.

Dry and grind to make
your own paprika spice in a
coffee grinder. Indispensable
when sprinkled on deviled

eggs!

Center.

35 hours per week.

filled.

COOK & ASSISTANT ELDER NUTRITION
PROGRAM COORDINATOR - FULL TIME

The Town of Belchertown is accepting applications for a Cook to perform
specialized food preparation work in providing meals for elderly residents at
congregate meals and for home delivered meals through the Town’s Senior

Minimum qualifications: High school education; associates degree desired;
three - four years’ experience in the food service industry; or any equivalent
combination of education and experience.

Special Requirements: Possession of a Sanitation certification, mandatory;
Certified in Serve-Safe; Valid Driver’s License helpful

This is a Grade 4 position with a salary range of $22.73 - $29.02/hour for

To complete an online employment application, please visit:
www.belchertown.org/jobs. Applications will be accepted until the position is

The Town of Belchertown is an EEO employer; we encourage women,
minorities and veterans to apply.
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ANNUAL CEMETERY CLEANING

NOTIFICATION

The Department of Public Works,
Maintenance Division will be conducting
the annual removal of ALL seasonal decorations
within the Towns’ Cemeteries.

For anyone wishing to retrieve
personal graveside items,
please do so before March 21, 2025.

s

All items will be removed beginning

)9
R

March 21, 2025.

o
R

Frying or pickling pep-
pers go by the names Sweet
Banana, Sweet Hungarian,
or Cubanelle among others.
They are good candidates for
frying because of their thin
walls and scant water con-
tent.

Sweet Banana was noted
in 1941 as an All American
Selections winner and is still
growing strong 60+ years
later!

Pimento peppers are those
used to stuff with green
olives. My Italian husband

ANNOQOUS
JEWELERS.

just loves it when his sister
Denise makes this holiday
treat!

They grow a squatty three
by four inches and are ripe
when red or orange, depend-
ing on variety. Expect these
to take a bit longer than the
other types, a full 85 or more
days from transplant to har-
vest.

If you too are a pepper
lover, and want to see the
earliest yields possible, get
ready, get set, and get sowing
those pepper seeds!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

H
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“A Family Business You Can Trust”
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Come In Now & Get:
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STAND OUT from page 1

of the total reductions from
level service requests from
fiscal year 2021 to fiscal year
2026, where we are now,
which results in $4,784,187,
or 30.5 positions eliminated,
and 3.6 full-time employees
reduced.

All school systems are fac-
ing horrifying results, and
it has been happening since
2021, where every year there
are documented rising prices,
as well as decreasing funds
to support inflation.

The parents and teachers
of the community have come
together, because they care
about Belchertown, and their
schools and students above
all in a school system that
prioritizes its students.

Concerned residents came
forward at the Selectboard
meeting on Monday after
the standout, including Jake
Hulseberg, and a few stu-
dents, who shared how much
these schools mean to them,
and the need to look at our
expenses, and figure out how
to make this work for the
good of the community.

“As long as I have been a
school committee member,
the district has faced cuts,”
School Committee Chair
Heidi Gutekenst. “T know the
town hasn’t received level
service either, but with the
schools getting a larger por-
tion of the funding, we get
hit harder and it has, unfor-
tunately, been in terms of
personnel. I can accept that
revenue has not matched the
increase in expenses. I like
many others, want to know
a solution. I would certainly
advocate for a 2 1/2 override
before reducing non-essential
town services, but something
has to be done.”

“I’m here to ensure that
the quality of education my
children receive remains con-
sistent with the excellence
we have seen thus far,” said
Sarah Hartmann, a parent
of two students. “I’m here
to fight for performing arts
to remain a mainstay in our
community’s curriculum
from kindergarten all the way
through high school. Music
and art is so important to a
well-rounded education. This

Gommunity members come together to show their support for teachers and students.

community already knows
this to be true - let’s fight to
keep it in place.”

Maggie Chen, a fourth
grader, spoke about losing
special classes from lack of
funding.

“Last year, when I was in
third grade, we had specials
every day of the week,” said
Chen. Everyone looks for-
ward to specials, like music,
art, library, and gym. This
year, because the schools
were not fully funded, they
had to cut one special. I
really miss having that time
during the day to get up and
run around in gym. If the
school can’t get the money
they need for next year,
what else are they going to
cut? My older brothers all
got to play in the band, run
track, and do after-school
clubs. Will those things even
be there for me when I get
older? Please find a way to
keep the parts of school that
we love so much.”

Parent Kathryn Wakefield
said she has seen the schools
be hurt by recent budget cuts.

“I have 2 children (7th and
4th) in our public school sys-
tem and have seen over the
past year the effect of last
year’s large cuts,” Wakefield
said. “Larger class sizes, gym
once a week instead of twice
at CHCS, and our amazing
teachers being asked to do
more with less. And that was
cutting $1.2 million. What

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The community made signs to show their support.

damage an additional $2.1
million in cuts would bring
to our schools. Music, arts,
sports, foreign language,
these are all things that
make our schools great over
and above purely academic
classes and those are all on
the chopping block. To lose
these opportunities would
be a huge loss for all current
and future BPS students as

The Selectboard meeting was flooded with parents, teachers, and residents looking for the

Selectboard to hear them.
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the schools.

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Standing out with signs outside town hall to share support for

SUBMITTED PHOTO

well as make our town a less
attractive place to live for
young families looking for a
good school system.”

Melissa Gordon said the
Belchertown schools suffered
because of the recent cuts.
She encouraged the com-
munity to stand up for the
school district.

“For the longest time,
Belchertown has been known

to have some of the best pub-
lic schools,” said Gordon.
“I currently have a daughter
who’s in first grade at Swift
River and we just expanded
our family to include a sec-
ond daughter. Our first grader
has fallen in love with school
here in Belchertown. We
wanted better for our kids.
Belchertown offered that.
We’re watching our taxes go

Geoffrey Gould singing at the stand out.

up (whether in percentage,
amount paid, or additional
taxes) but seeing the thing
that brought us here in the
first place suffer. Yes, this
is happening everywhere. It
doesn’t mean we should sit
back and let it. As parents,
we are choosing to stand up
for our children because they
can’t do it themselves (yet) in
this capacity.”

Standing up for the schools, and for the students and teachers.
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Gavin Moreno swings the ball
around the perimeter.

Registration
now open
for Quabbin
Valley
baseball

The Quabbin Valley
Over-28 Baseball League
is looking to infuse new
talent into its league for
the 2025 season.

Registration for the
2025 season is now open
and any interested play-
ers can go to www.quab-
binvalleybaseball.org to
get registered, or to seek
more information or
make inquiries about the
league. The league web-
site will also be updated
over the next month with
information about the

LEFT: Sawyer Clarke takes the
free throw.

GRANBY - Last Thursday
night, Granby had a hard-
fought battle with Central

Mass. School Bartlett and
came away with an 82-72 win

to start the Division 5 State

Tournament in the Round of
32. Gavier Fernandez had

a career night for the Rams

with 47 points. Of that, he

had 12 points on four treys
and an incredible 21 made

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELL/
Raymond Colon heads for the hoop.

upcoming season.

There are many open
roster spots available in
the league for the 2025

Gavier Fernandez looks for a path to the hoop during a
first-round state tournament game against Bartlett. Fer-
nandez scored an amazing 47 points in the Granby win.

season, which is tenta-
tively scheduled to begin
on Sunday, April 27. The
league plays most Sunday
from late April through
mid-August with play-
offs following that. The
league plays a 15-game
schedule and typically
fields six teams each year.
Games are usually played
at 10 a.m. with fields in
Easthampton and South
Hadley normally used.
The Quabbin Valley
league is an all-abilities
league and all are wel-

free throws. Riley Goodhind
was next with 13 points. The
Rams headed for the Round
of 16 earlier this week against

come to join. Eligibility
is players who are age 28
and over. You must be 30
to be eligible to pitch in

Riley Goodhind heads down the court.

R

Rockport.

L = = ——

Cody White tries to control the ball in the middle of the court.

Please see BASEBALL,
page 10

Ludlow-B-Town co-op defeated
in opening state playoff game

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD
— Both the Middleborough
Sachems and the Ludlow
Lions had .500 overall
records entering the pre-
liminary round game of
the Division 3 state hockey
tournament.

The 32nd-seeded Lions,
who started a co-op with
Belchertown High School
this season, managed to
overcome deficits of 1-0,
and 2-1, but were unable to
score the tying goal late in
the third period.

The 33rd-seeded
Sachems, who co-ops with
both Carver High School
and Wareham High School,
advanced into the round of
32 following a 4-2 victory
at the Olympia Ice Center
in West Springfield, last
Monday night (Feb. 24).

“It was an evenly
matched game tonight,” said
Ludlow head coach Paul
Rivest. “We really didn’t
know anything about them
other than their record and
how many goals that they
had scored. If you qualified
for the state tournament,
you’re not a bad hockey
team. We had a very good
season.”

Rivest completed his 26th
season as the Lions varsi-
ty hockey coach. He was
previously the varsity hock-
ey coach at Palmer High
School for 14 years.

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Charlie Fijal prepares to shoot.

“I love coaching hockey
because I enjoy watching
the kids develop their skills
during the season,” Rivest
said. “I also love teaching
the players at practice. If I
wasn’t coaching, I would
probably still come to all
the games. I have no plans
to retire.”

The Ludlow hockey team
has only had three head
coaches since 1966.

Richard Malek, who’s
known as the father of
Ludlow High School hock-
ey, was the Lions hock-
ey coach for a total of 30
years over two different
stints. Malek, who also
coached the softball and
golf teams at Ludlow High

School, passed away ten
years ago. He’s a member
of the school’s Athletic Hall
of Fame. Michael Parent
coached the hockey team
from 1977-81.

The Lions finished the
2024-25 campaign with an
8-9-4 overall record. They
qualified for the state tour-
nament for the fourth con-
secutive year.

The Belchertown play-
ers listed on the Ludlow
hockey roster are freshman
Andrew Lambert, sopho-
more William Mitus, soph-
omore Gavin Harrington,
junior Donald Rogers,

Please see HOCKEY,
page 10

Pioneers win first-ever
state tourney game

PALMER - For the first time since the MIAA changed
tournament formats, Pathfinder Regional High School
girls basketball won a matchup in the Division 5 State
Tournament. Last Tuesday evening, the Pioneers defeat-
ed Boston United 47-36. Megan Clark had a huge game
with 24 points. Addison Doktor had 17 points and

Greenly Lagimoniere scored six points. The
Pioneers moved into the Round of 32 after
that. Highligh ts from that game will be in
next week’s edition.

Greenly Lagimoniere gets ready
to shoot the three-pointer.

f X .
Taylor Allen heads
into the paint.

Ciam Green gets ready to
receive a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Desiree Groteau eyes the hoop as she drives the
lane.

Megan Clark tries to get control of the
loose ball.
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T-Birds take the win in a
shootout over Providence

PROVIDENCE,
R.I. — The Springfield
Thunderbirds (27-19-2-
4) dispatched 2-0 and 3-2
deficits en route to a 4-3
shootout win over the
Providence Bruins (30-17-
4-2) on Saturday night at
Amica Mutual Pavilion.

The game's scoring began
with a flurry in the final
three minutes of a first peri-
od that had been quiet until
that point. Vadim Zherenko
had a tremendous high-
light-reel moment past the
period's midpoint as he
stretched out the right leg to
make a breakaway save on a
Vinni Lettieri backhand bid.

Providence, though,
got back to work and took
advantage of a 5-on-3 situa-
tion when Oliver Wahlstrom
beat Zherenko as the first
penalty expired to give the
Bruins a 1-0 lead at 17:04.
Wahlstrom's goal marked
his first in the AHL in nearly
five years, as he was playing
his first game in the league
since March 11, 2020.

The Bruins lead grew to
2-0 just two minutes later
as Riley Tufte crashed the
net to tip a Patrick Brown
centering attempt by the
skate of Zherenko. In the
process, however, Tufte was
penalized for interference
on Zherenko after the puck
crossed the line.

While Tufte's goal stood,
the T-Birds' power play got
a pivotal answer with just
12 seconds left in the first as
Dalibor Dvorsky snapped a
five-game goal drought with

a sizzling wrister from the
right circle off a cross-seam
pass from Nikita Alexandrov.

The Springfield power
play continued its potent
night just 2:07 into the sec-
ond period, as Matthew Peca
deflected a Matt Luff snap-
per past Michael DiPietro
to tie the game, 2-2. Peca's
goal tied his career-high
in a single season (23) and
tied Adam Gaudette for the
longest goal-scoring streak
in team history, as the cap-
tain has tallied a goal in six
straight contests.

The Bruins generat-
ed most of the chances the
remainder of the middle
frame, but Zherenko stood
firm in his crease, turn-
ing aside all 17 Providence
attempts to carry the 2-2
game into the final period.

Tufte made things dif-
ficult on the T-Birds again
when he broke in and beat
Zherenko on a forehand chip
shot 22 seconds into the
final period, restoring the
Providence lead to 3-2.

From that point onward,
though, Zherenko made sure
the home team would not
get any insurance, keeping
the deficit at a single goal.
After getting a clutch pen-
alty kill with less than 3:30
remaining in regulation,
Corey Andonovski picked a
fantastic time to net his first
goal as a T-Bird. The newly
acquired winger stopped at
the bottom of the left circle
and proved to be in the per-
fect spot as a MacKenzie
MacEachern rebound off

DiPietro's pads found his
stick. Andonovski snapped
it by DiPietro, setting the
stage for Springfield's third
straight overtime game.

The visitors carried the
play in the extra session with
five of the six shots on net,
but DiPietro fended off each
bid, including a breakaway
effort by Luff. For a third
straight contest, the game
advanced to a shootout.
After neither team convert-
ed on the netminders in the
first two rounds, Tanner
Dickinson finally elevated a
backhander under the cross-
bar to give Springfield the
edge. Needing a goal from
John Farinacci to extend the
shootout, the Bruins got just
that, as the centerman faked
beautifully to the backhand
side and forced a fourth
round.

Alexandrov had his
chance at redemption
after coming up short on a
game-winning attempt on
Friday, and the T-Birds' jack-
of-all-trades made a magnif-
icent backhand-to-forehand
maneuver to beat DiPietro.
Tufte was unsuccessful in
his bid to solve Zherenko
in the bottom of the round,
and the T-Birds completed
their comeback and victory.
Zherenko finished the night
with 42 saves in regulation
and overtime, followed by
three saves on four shootout
attempts. In defeat, DiPietro
stopped 31 attempts in 65
minutes before the shootout.

Railers outlast Bloomington

WORCESTER -
Officially, baseball is the
only sport with double-
headers, but
it felt like
the Railers-
Wrenches
played one
Saturday
night.

Worcester
tied the first
game, 4-4. It
won the second
one, 2-0. That added
up to a 6-4 victory over
the Bloomington Bison and
two more points in the North
Division playoff race.

The home team got big
offensive performances from
Griffin Loughran, Matthew
Kopperud (again), Lincoln
Hatten and Matt DeMelis.
Loughran and Kopperud
were 1-1-2. DeMelis scored
two goals. Hatten had the
first three-point game of his
career going 1-2-3.

Worcester winger Ryan
Mahshie did not record a
point. He did, however,
record a hit that changed
the nature of the night. At
14:26 of the second period,
Mahshie delivered a clean,
hard body check that led to
a fight. He knocked down

Bloomington’s Josh Boyer
with a couple of hard punch-
es early and got the building
energized.
“That hit
by Mahshie
was the
turning point
of the game,”
coach Nick
Tuzzolino said.

The first 27
1/2 minutes of
the match were
wild. There are next-

goal-wins games, but this
was like next-shot-wins. The
teams traded eight goals
in that span and Worcester
chased Bison goalie Yaniv
Perets after Kopperud made
it 4-3 at 2:43 of the second
period.

Bloomington tied it at 7:30
on a goal by Jake Murray,
who had a great night at
1-3-4. Kasimir Kaskisuo
replaced Perets, but
Tuzzolino stuck with Hugo
Ollas.

Ollas played shutout
hockey the rest of the way.
Kaskisuo played well, also.
The Railers finally regained
the lead on DeMelis’ goal at
7:24 of the third period then
Anthony Callin hit an empty
net at 18:21.

How did Worcester
regroup and play shutdown
hockey after the early bar-
rage?

“I yelled
Tuzzolino said.

“We talk about it all the
time. Our biggest flaw as a
team is goals against. If you
look at the numbers, we have
the worst goals-against stat
in our division for the spot
we’re in. If we fix that, we’re
gonna win games, plain and
simple.

“We have to understand
that if we don’t sell the
farm and play systematical-
ly, we’re gonna beat most
teams.”

The victory allowed
Worcester to be able to con-
trol its fate. If it wins the rest
of its games, it makes the
playoffs no matter what any-
body else does. That is the
math, anyway. The reality is
different, particularly since
the home team faces a tough
schedule.

Worcester plays three at
first place Trois-Rivieres next
week, then three against third
place Norfolk here from the
13th through the 15th. Both
teams can score. Tuzzolino
is hoping he won’t need a
megaphone.

loudly,”

BASEBALL from page 9

the league. Your age for eli-
gibility is whatever age you
will turn in 2025.

The next league board
meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, March 23 at 11:45

a.m. at the Hangar Pub
& Grill in South Hadley.
The league has also sched-
uled two open practices
on Sunday, March 30, and
Sunday, April 6. Both prac-
tices are scheduled to be held
at Beachgrounds Park in

South Hadley and are weath-
er-permitting. The league
website and social media
accounts will have updates as
the preseason continues.

HOCKEY from page 9

senior Jack Mandeville, and
senior Charlie Fijal. Rogers,
who was the starting goal-
ie against the Sachems, was
credited with 14 saves.

“I’m very pleased
with how the kids from
Belchertown and Ludlow
came together to form a
very good hockey team this
year,” Rivest said. “We were
one point away from quali-
fying for the Western Mass.
Class A tournament. We beat
or tied the four teams that
played in that tournament at
least once during the regular
season.”

The hockey co-op with
Belchertown High School
will be continuing next
year. Belchertown Principal
Christine Vigneux and
Athletic Director Kevin
O’Neill attended the prelimi-
nary round game.

The other seniors listed on
the Lions hockey roster are
Nick Staeb, Kevin Lynch,
Ryan Goodwin, Michael
Rubin, and Owen Kumiega.

“Nobody wanted to see
the season come to an end
tonight,” Rivest said. “We’re
really going to miss the
senior class a lot next year.”

Goodwin and Fijal were
team captains, along with
junior’s Tannar Severyn and
Sean Kefalas.

Neither team had very
many scoring chances during
the first 15 minutes of the

contest.

Ludlow killed two pen-
alties in the first period by
allowing only a couple of

Nick Deroin reaches out to grab the puck.

shots.

The match remained score-
less for the first eleven min-
utes of the second period.

The Sachems took a 1-0
lead with four minutes
remaining in the middle
when junior Wyatt Goyette
scored his team-leading 19th
goal of the season. He also
has a team-high 16 assists for
a total of 35 points.

A little more than two min-
utes later, Ludlow junior A.J.
Stupak scored a power-play
goal, tying the score at 1-1.
The Lions’ first goal was
assisted by the duo of Fijal
and Severyn.

The contest didn’t remain
tied for very long.

Middleborough retook the
lead following a goal from
junior Brogan Wilson with
1:14 remaining in the second
period.

The score was tied once
again at 2-2 when junior
Nick Deroin knocked a

rebound shot into the net
past senior goalie Connor
Mitchell (19 saves) with 9:30
left in regulation. Fijal, who
led the Lions with more than
30 total points, picked up his
second assist of the game.

Just like they did in the
second period, the Sachems
retook the lead four minutes
later when junior Jake Deane
fired a slap shot into the
upper right corner of the net
for an unassisted goal.

The visiting team looked
like they were going to take
a two-goal lead on a break-
away shot, but a Ludlow
player was called for a hook-
ing penalty which resulted in
a penalty shot with 4:33 left
in regulation.

Senior Keegan Wentworth
made his way down the mid-
dle of the ice before taking
the penalty shot. Rogers
made a diving save which
kept his team’s comeback
hopes alive.

IS

Connor Kokosa fights to keep the puck.

The Lions had a pow-
er-play during the final two
minutes of the third period
and they also pulled their
goalie following a time-out
with 1:52 left.

Fijal had a couple of shot
attempts during that span, but
the home team couldn’t score
the tying goal.

Middleborough sealed
the victory with an empty
net goal from junior Levon
Mulready with 2.2 seconds

showing on
the scoreboard
which hangs
from the ceil-
ing in the mid-
dle of the ice.
T h e
Sachems (10-
9-2) were
scheduled to

Sean Kefalas gets ready to
shoot.

face top-seed-

ed Nauset Regional (19-0-1)
in the round of 32 two nights
later.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Mike Rubin settles the puck.
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PERMIT from page 7

scratch, which also goes in
with no notices of these pub-
lic hearings being sent out
other than the first.

“Be reconstituting the
board, and re-noticing the
public hearing, you’re essen-
tially starting from scratch
and therefore you’re ren-
dering all members at that
first new session as eligible
to vote on the application,”
Costa said.

After discussing this with
Attorney Berthume, the two
believed that having this
happen, it will give time for
the reports to be reviewed,
and peer-reviewed, and
ensure that the members of
the Selectboard are stable.

Berthume suggested a

“withdrawal without preju-
dice”, which is a term used
in the courts for a case to be
dismissed in order for parties
to have more time to collect
more information and evi-
dence, and be able to come
back at a later date.

Neil Jackson, one of the
owners of L] Development,
came forward regarding a
request from the board for a
particulate study, and trying
to find engineers to help and
complete this request, but
was uncertain about what the
request was.

Particulate matter is the
matter in the air during
the digging of the pit, and
the board had asked for a
study in order to see how
far it would travel in order

to ensure it would not have
adverse effects on the people
of the town.

Costa offered advice on
how to go about finding
and getting these tests done,
as well as how to go about
coming back at a later date.

Crystal Dufresne shared
that she would urge the own-
ers and applicants to do the
modeling, traffic analysis,
and other studies and tests
that need to get done.

At the end of the meet-
ing, the final decision was
to postpone the special per-
mit for the Gravel Pit, and
the board made a unanimous
vote to accept withdrawal
without prejudice from the
special permit.

HEALTH from page 6

ask Mom or Dad, “Do you
want someone to come in a
few days a week to help you
out?” the answer may very
well be, “I’m fine” or “Heck
no,” or words to that effect.
So you have to keep at it
and not give up at the first
sign of resistance, especially
if you can see their capaci-
ty to perform the activities
of daily living (ADLs) is
becoming diminished.

What are the activities

of daily living?

ADLs are an indicator of
a person’s ability to function
independently. They include
eating, bathing, toileting --
tasks needed to keep a body
healthy and safe. ADLs can
also include more complex
tasks like managing money,
managing medications,
cooking and doing laundry,
which are important for
independent living.

If a parent has difficul-
ty performing one or more
ADLs, they may end up liv-
ing in unsafe conditions and
have a poor quality of life
unless they receive assis-
tance.

ADLSs can be empirical-
ly observed and measured,
which takes emotions and
assumptions out of the equa-
tion. You can also report to
Mom’s or Dad’s doctor if
you observe difficulty with
ADLs, so the doctor can
have that conversation with
them.

Most importantly, you
want to keep an eye on
ADLs before there’s an

accident, injury or financial
mishap: a stove or oven left
on, a fall in the bathroom, or
bills going unpaid.

How to approach
“the talk”

Getting a senior to accept
help is sometimes not easy,
but it’s good to point out to
them that they’re in con-
trol now. There may come
a time when the decision to
accept help is no longer in
their hands.

Some general guidelines:

Involve others, such as
their doctor. What may be
difficult to hear coming
from a child may be more
acceptable from a third
party.

Listen to their concerns
and feelings. Show that you
understand their thoughts
about the perception of
aging.

Hear them out about their
wishes and focus on the
options they seem interest-
ed in. “If you could wave
a magic wand, how would
you make your life better?”

Then ask questions: Find
out why they might be
reluctant to accept help,
such as fears about the loss
of independence or the cost.

Give them choices: Allow
them to help make decisions
about the type of help they
would be most comfort-
able with, and from whom.
Would they be OK with a
family member helping
out but not someone from
a care agency? How would
they feel about having meals
delivered a few times a

week?

Point out how today’s
technological solutions can
maintain independence.
Have DoorDash deliver the
groceries and a rideshare
take you to the doctor.

Reframe the meaning of
independence: Remind them
that asking for help doesn’t
mean they’re becoming
less independent, but rather
embracing interdependence.

As much as you can, let
Mom or Dad control the
decision-making. But the
fact is that at some point,
children and caregivers
may have to assume con-
trol. It’s important to have
in place powers of attorney
for health care and financial
matters.

Finally, keep in mind that
you’ll be next in line for
this conversation with your
children or caregivers. How
would you want someone
to speak to you, and how
accepting will you be when
someone says, “I think you
need help”?

Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg,
is a registered nurse and
board certified patient advo-
cate and founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical
professionals to become
successful private patient
advocates. Teri offers a
free phone consultation to
Turley Newspaper readers
as well as to nurses inter-
ested in becoming advo-
cates. Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com

2025 Fly Fishing Expo

Hosted by: Western Mass. Fly Fishermen
Established in 1971

Monday, March 17th
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Speaker at 7:30 p.m.
Ludlow Elks Lodge 69 Chapin Stree, Ludlow, Mass
ADMISSION: $8.00; Free for children under 12 years

e
YT

Guest Speaker: Harrison Anglers!

We target trout, pike, shad and smallmouth bass on the rivers on
Western Mass and Southern VT.

We’ll focus on our winter fisheries but will discuss our warm
water options as well.

Exhibitors: Fly rod builders, fly fishing/material vendors. Mass
State and Wildlife experts, other related exhibitors, and WMFF
member demonstrating fly tying.

Giant Raffle: Many fishing items, a complete fly-tying kit. Buck-
et raffles for custom tied flies. Door prize is a fly rod combo.

Refreshments/Food for sale

Mention where you saw this advertisement or show your
WMFF membership card and get $1.00 off your admission

I OBITUARY

Christopher Michael Whalen

Christopher Michael
Whalen passed away on
Friday, Feb. 21, 2025, at

eran, by spreading his ashes.
Chris also welcomed many
hikers into “the Mayor’s

the age of 40.
Chris grew up
in Belchertown,
Massachusetts,
where he devel-
oped a deep love
for soccer. He
attended Cathedral
High School, serv-
ing as captain of
the varsity team

Office”—his Otis
home—where
those pursuing
their trail dreams
could rest and
enjoy a hot meal.
Chris’s steadfast
support for our
troops and those in
need, along with
his profound love

before graduating
in 2003. His talents on the
field earned him a scholar-
ship to the Massachusetts
College of Liberal Arts,
where he once again took on
the role of captain and went
on to earn a Bachelor of
Liberal Arts in English.
After graduating, Chris
worked at NEARI School,
where he demonstrated a
deep love for education
and a compassionate spir-
it. He also worked for 20
years at the Belchertown
Recreation Department as a
referee. Later, he worked at
Czar Energy, where he built
strong relationships with
both employees and custom-
ers alike. In his free time, he
volunteered at the local sol-
diers’ home, forming close
friendships with WWII vet-
erans. His passion for nature
and the outdoors led him to
hike the Appalachian Trail
in 2021, where he assisted a
fellow hiker in honoring his
late brother, a military vet-

for this country,
was limitless.

Known fondly as the
self-proclaimed “Mayor of
Belchertown,” Chris had
a gift for lighting up every
room he entered. His bright
spirit and unmistakably
loud—very loud—personal-
ity will forever be remem-
bered.

He is survived by his
mother and father, Carol and
Michael; his brothers and
sister, Jeromie, Ryan, and
Michaela; his sisters-in-law,
April and Sam; his niece and
nephew, Autumn and Hunter.

A visitation was held
Friday, Feb. 28 from 4 to 7
p.m. at the Beers & Story
Belchertown Funeral Home
with a continued remem-
brance time at the VFW in
Belchertown. The family is
wishing to consider dona-
tions to a local mental health
organization and the infor-
mation will be updated as
soon as it is available.

Support

DEATH NOTICE

Christopher Michael
Whalen

Died Feb. 21, 2025
Services Feb. 28, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral
Home

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

+ Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
« Civic Memorials & Custom Designs «

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

_CROSSWORD PUZZLE_

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
31 |32 |33 34 35 36 |37
38 39 40 1
42 43 44 45
46 47 48
49 |50 51 52 |53 |54
55 56 57 58 59 60
61 62 63
64 65 66
67 68 69
CLUES ACROSS 42. Mother of Perseus 5. A number everyone  36. Furious
1. Cut a little bit off 44. Ornamental box has 37. Drivers’ licenses
5. State with 45. Gov't investigators 6. Marine invertebrate  39. Musical composition
confidence 46. Uncertain 7. 0ne who takes you  40. Auction
11. River in NE Scotland  49. A cotton fabric with to court 43.They
14. Not narrow a satiny finish 8. Indicates outer 45, Women
15. Lacking social 51. The vast grassy 9. Parallelograms 47. Inspire with love
polish plains in S. America  10. Strains 48. Japanese ankle
16. Amount of time 55. Your consciousness  11. Cross sock
17. Frame of your own identity ~ 12. A way to remove 49. Appears
19. Automobile 56. Noted consumer 13. Some pages are 50. Old World lizard
20. Toadstools advocate dog-__ 52.The leading
21. High school dances  60. Spanish sports club  18. Ukraine city performer
22. Utilize 61. Body part 24. A citizen of 53. Type of protein
23. Challenged 62. Tractability Denmark 54. Pennsylvania town
25. One-sided 64. Woman (French) 26. Summer month 57. Art __:around 1920
27. Showing extreme  65. Ready and willing to (abbr.) 58. __ Blyton, children’s
greed be taught 28. Hindu queens author
31. Potted plants 29. Jewelry brand 59. Abnormal breathing
34. Everyone has one  GLUES DOWN 30. Fictional rider of 63. A place to sleep
35. Lake in Botswana 1. Brushed aside Rohan 66. Muslim ruler title
38.E.T. rode in one 2. Water sprite 31. Wet dirt 67. Depressed
39. Juniors’ parents 3.0nestolook upto  32.Russian city 68. Gradually gave way
41. Small amount 4. Monetary units 33. Observed 69. Clear-thinking
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes
guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2***xxxxx\ & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting, fishing,
signs, and more Donald Roy (860)
874-8396

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON'

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured.
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician,
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

Call us at 413.283.8393

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors,
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION

FADER’S FITNESS
“We can always work something out”

Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and
static exercise. Fully certified in personal
training and nutrition and insured in the
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

BUY

LOCALLY
Support oun comtmuunty

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200.
Quality work. References available. Dave
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

BW ROOFING
Insured, 10 years experience.
Free estimates.
413-727-9846.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

AuTHoRIZED

PROVIDER

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business

e ——
= 5 ="—0
S /= = — £ /

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-348B-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

E]

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CASH
JUN

AND REPA

(0]

ABLE

CA

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

Executive Director for

Community Survival Center
in Indian Orchard
Resume and references to

survivalcenterio@gmail.com
Need experience in Management,
Public Outreach, and Social Media
Four-day work week; 5 weeks vacation; 5
days sick/personal time; holidays
$60,000 salary

LOCAL TREE SERVICE looking for
climber and ground person.

Must have driver’s license in good standing.
Call 413-507-1949.

W

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get resuits!

Call 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

-
e
5D
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A ol-
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base price
2 i | 22 | 23 | 2 e
% Beeiznso | 26 Setzon| 27 Betzsa| 28 P00
29 Bt | 30 B a0 | 31 Beisiso| 32 Bt
33 Bt | 34 Besaane | 39 By | 36 ]
3 Begaaan | 38 Beianon| 39 Beiam | 40 P Ss6.0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

(EW BRANTREE
WEST NORTH
BELCHERTOWN BROOKFIELD | BROOKFELD|
m
BRNFELD
STURBRIDGE

!

et
\GROOKF

WALES

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Worthington Police
Department
Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time
Police Officer.

Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess
a valid driver’s license. They should also
have a high school diploma/GED, license
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts
Municipal Police Training Committee and
be POST certified.

This is a benefited position with a salary
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.

The successful candidate shall be highly
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or
near Worthington.

This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief.

Send letter of interest, resume and
three references with relevant
contact information to:
Worthington Police Department
P.O. Box 247
Worthington, MA 01098
Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us
Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Turley%i

Publications, Inc.

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAN ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

turleynews

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS
413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
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i PUBLIC NOTICES

Legal Notice
Belchertown
Zoning Board of Appeals
Public Hearing

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Massachusetts General
Laws Chapter 40A, Section 11
the Zoning Board of Appeals
will hold a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, March 19, 2025 at
6:00 PM.

This hearing will be held in
the Select Board’s meeting room
of Lawrence Memorial Hall, 2
Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA
on the application from Steven
Thelusma seeking a special per-
mit §145-69, to change commer-
cial space and apartments into a
two-unit dwelling §145-11 (2) at
55 Main Street Map 243 Lot 113
in Zoning District B-1

Any Person interested and
wishing to be heard should ap-
pear at the time and place desig-
nated.

Jennifer Sharrow, Chair Person,
Zoning Board of Appeals
02/27, 03/06/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS25P0047EA
Estate of:

Rene Joseph Bronner
Date of Death: 12/27/2023
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Pamela C Bronner of Belcher-
town, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Pamela C Bronner of Belcher-
town, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 03/26/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: February 24, 2025
Mark S. Ames,
Register of Probate
03/06/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No. HS25P0110EA
Estate of:

David G. Dupont
Date of Death: 12/24/2020
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed by
Joyce B. Dupont of Belcher-
town, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of
03/26/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections with-
in thirty (30) days of the return
day, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-

istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: February 25, 2025
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
03/06/2025

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN,
MASSACHUSETTS
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
SALE OF FRANKLIN
SCHOOL PROPERTY
720 FRANKLIN STREET

The Town of Belchertown,
Massachusetts  (the “Town”),
acting by and through its Select
Board, is soliciting proposals
for the sale of a parcel of Town-
owned land located at 720 Frank-
lin Street in Belchertown, Mas-
sachusetts, containing 1.6 acres,
more or less, shown on Assessors
Map 109 as Lot 51, and described
in deeds recorded with the Hamp-
shire Registry of Deeds in Book
388, Page 123 and Book 946,
Page 490 (the “Property”), which
Property includes the building
known as the Franklin School.

Proposal packages may be ob-
tained by contacting Steve Wil-
liams, Town Manager (email:
swilliams @belchertown.org;
phone: (413) 323-0403 x302).

The Town of Belchertown is
interested in selling the Proper-
ty at the highest price for uses
that meet the best interests of the
Town, as set forth in this Request
for Proposals. The Town makes no
guarantees as to the future devel-
opment of the Property. Proposers
are advised to review all federal,
state, and local statutes, rules and
bylaws required to develop the
Property, including, without lim-
itation, any bylaws.

The sale of the Property has
been authorized by Town Meeting
pursuant to the vote taken under
Article 18 of the May 13, 2013
Annual Town Meeting. The suc-
cessful proposer must be prepared
to enter into a Purchase and Sale
Agreement no later than thirty
(30) days from the date the sale of
the Property has been awarded to
the successful proposer.

Proposals must be received
by the Town no later than 2:00
p-m. on Friday, March 28, 2025
in the Town Manager’s Office,
Belchertown Finnerty House,
One South Main Street, Belcher-
town, MA 01007, at which time
all proposals will be opened pub-
licly. Please ensure that proposals
mailed to the Town are delivered
by the deadline. Proposals must
be sealed and clearly marked
“Town of Belchertown Purchase
of Franklin School Property”. Fax
submissions and submissions by
electronic mail will not be accept-
ed.

No proposer may withdraw his
or her proposal for a period of one
hundred twenty (120) days after
the date set for the opening there-
of. The awarding authority is the
Select Board.

The Town has determined that
this transaction is subject to the
Uniform Procurement Act, G.L.
c. 30B. Therefore, the provisions
of G.L. c. 30B are hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in this Request

for Proposals (“RFP”’). The Town
reserves the right to reject any and
all proposals, to negotiate any and
all non-mandatory contract terms
with the successful proposer, or
to cancel this procurement at any
time if it is in the Town’s best in-
terest to do so.

By: Steve Williams
Belchertown Town Manager
Date: February 27, 2025

03/06, 03/13, 03/20/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate
and Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No. HS25C0047CA
In the matter of:
Katharina Lilliafia Monroe
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed by
Katharina Lilliafa Monroe of
Granby, MA

Katharina Villafana AKA
Kariiia Lilliafia Villafafia

Karina Lilliafia Villafaha
AKA Karina Lilliafia Monroe

requesting that the court enter
a Decree changing their name to:

Kariiia Lilliana Monroe

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at:
Hampshire Probate and Family
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 03/27/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance if you
object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 03, 2025

Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate

03/06/2025
SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLE

This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of March 21, 2025 the following
motor vehicle will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

Vehicle: 2012 Nissan Titan
Vin #: IN6GAAOCJS8CN314845
Color: Black
LKO: Alberto Andres Dejesus
Vazquez
Address: 204 Locust Street
Holyoke, MA 01040
Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA
413-530-3804
03/06, 03/13, 03/202025

WASTE WATER
TREATMENT PLANT
GENERATOR
REPLACEMENT
BELCHERTOWN,
MASSACHUSETTS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR
BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construc-
tion of the “Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant Generator Replace-
ment” will be received by the
Town of Belchertown, Public

Works Department, 290 Jackson
Street, Belchertown, MA 01007
until 2 p.m. local time on March
27th, 2025 at which time the Bids
received will be publicly opened
and read. Sealed Bids must have
outer envelope marked as “Waste
Water Treatment Plant Genera-
tor Replacement”.

Background: The Town of
Belchertown MA has an existing
generator located at 175 George
Hannum  Street, Belchertown
MA.

The work consists of demo-
lition of the existing generators,
feeder & power branch circuitry
and their components. Installa-
tion of new generators with new
feeder and power branch circuitry
their components. Estimated con-
struction cost is $400,000.

Bids shall be on a lump sum as
indicated in the Bid Form.

All Bids for this project are
subject to the provisions of Mas-
sachusetts General Laws Chapter
149, Section 44A - 44] inclusive
or Chapter 30, Section 39M as
amended.

In accordance with Section
44D of Chapter 149 of the Gen-
eral Laws of Massachusetts as
amended, the prospective Gen-
eral Bidders and Filed Sub-Bid-
ders must submit with their Bid,
a certificate of eligibility issued
by the Division of Capital Asset
Management and Maintenance
(DCAMM), showing that the
Bidder has been approved to bid
on projects of the size and nature
as advertised herein. Prospec-
tive General Bidders and Filed
Sub-Bidders must also submit an
updated statement summarizing
their record for the period between
the latest DCAMM certificate and
the date of the Bid submittal. The
DCAMM certificate of eligibility
to be submitted by the General
Bidder shall be for the category of
work defined as “Electrical”.

Bidding Documents may be
obtained electronically from the
Tighe & Bond website at: http://
www.tighebond.com/Projects_
Out_to_Bid.php

Prospective bidders must com-
plete a one-time registration pro-
cess on the web site in order to
receive log-in credentials. Bid-
ders must log in to the web site to

to the “plan holders” or prospec-
tive bidders list upon download-
ing the bidding documents for the
project.

All general bidders shall fur-
nish with their bid a bid deposit
in the form of a bid bond in the
amount of 5% of the total amount
for the Bid and made payable to
the Town of Belchertown.

Minimum Wage Rates as de-
termined by the Commissioner
of Department of Workforce De-
velopment under the provision of
the Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 149, Section 26 to 27D,
as amended, apply to this project.
It is the responsibility of the Con-
tractor, before Bid opening, to re-
quest if necessary, any additional
information on Minimum Wage
Rates for those trades people who
may be employed for the pro-
posed Work under this Contract.

There will be no pre-Bid con-
ference for the Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant generator replacement
project.

Owner reserves the right to
waive any informality in, or to re-
ject any or all Bids, or to accept
any Bid which in their opinion, is
in the public interest to do so.

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN,
MASSACHUSETTS

Consulting Engineer:

Tighe & Bond, Inc.

53 Southampton Road

Westfield, MA 01085

413-562-1600.

03/06/2025

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

download bidding documents for Thank you.
the project. Bidders will be added
Belchertown Fire

The Call numbers below
represent a date range of
2/21/25 -2/27/25

The depart-
ment responded to a total
of 48 Calls which rep-
resented combined EMS
and Fire Calls.

Of these 48 calls, 39
calls were EMS - relat-
ed Calls with The
Department also respond-
ing to a total of 9 Fire
Calls.

Our of the 48 total
calls, 3 calls required the

Department log

Department to request
Mutual Aid and for a
total of 3 times, the
Department Received
Mutual Aid.

In addition to these
EMS and Fire Incident
-related calls answered
by the Department,
there were 2 Oil Burner
Inspections, 2 Smoke
Inspections and One
Final Alarm Inspection
performed by Officials
within the Department
during this week.

\

BUSINESS SERVICE

R E C T O R Y

OUTDOOR POWER

AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com-
plete Auto Body, Paint & Repair”
auto glass, computerized paint
matching, also routine car
maintenance. Free estimates.
Old Springfield Road,
Belchertown.

413-323-6664.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories, PC
Diagnostic Repairs and
Upgrades, On Site Work, Home
or Office. 40 Daniel Shays
Highway. 413-323-1122. John
Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171
Federal St., Belchertown. 413-
323-6012. Great cuts for men
and women. A full service hair
salon. Open Tue-Sat., evening
hours available.

BELL & HUDSON INSUR-
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 North
Main St., Belchertown, MA
01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 800-
894-9591. Fax 413-323-6117.
Home, auto, life, commercial,
group health.

ROBERTS ROOFS CO.,
INC. Trusted name since
1982. Commercial, industrial,
residential. Specializing in
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat roofing.
Snow Removal. Fully licensed.
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING, INC.
Snow plows, sanders, sales
& service, hydraulic hoses &
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer
repairs, welding, fabrication,
lawnmower repairs. 330
Harkness Road, Amherst
413-253-4867.

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC.
Sales and service, Toro,
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered,
Residential and Commercial.
41 South Whitney Street,
Amherst, since 1956. Call
today. 253-7358.

PLUMBING SERVICES

D.F. PLUMBING &
MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS
are now offering plumbing
services to Belchertown and
surrounding town. Scheduling
appointments Monday-Friday, 8
am to 4pm. Call 413-323-9966.
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TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-3393




PAGE 14

THE SENTINEL « THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025

CML hosts events form Day

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN -
Playing Pokémon is univer-
sally loved by young and
old, whether its watching the
anime, playing Pokémon Go
on your cell phone, or col-
lecting cards, figurines, or
stuffies, Pokémon has some-
thing for everyone.

The Clapp Memorial
Library hosted a Pokémon
Day themed event on
Thursday, February 27,
which was filled with differ-
ent games and crafts to be
enjoyed by all ages.

“We generally find what
national days are to do fun
themes at the library. We
were looking up some
upcoming national days and
thought this one would be
fun to do,” said Children’s
Services Director Jennifer
Whitehead.

February 27, 1996, was the
day Pokémon was created in
Japan by its founder, Satoshi
Tajiri, for the Nintendo Game
Boy. From there, it grew in
popularity to become the
manga series, anime tv series
and movies, and card game

SUMMERICAMPIGUIDEfesh

The benefits of attending summer camp

Summer camp is some-
thing akin to a rite of passage
for millions of youngsters
each year. Many adults look
back fondly on their experi-
ences at summer camp, often
crediting such times as for-
mative periods in their lives.
Summer camp benefits chil-
dren in a myriad ways.

e Campers continue to
socialize throughout sum-
mer. Socializing isn’t just for
the school year. While chil-
dren in high school might be
independent enough to come
and go with their friends
during summer break, kids
who are still in elementa-
ry school or middle school
might not be old enough to
handle such freedom. That

—

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Will you win the ultimate Pokémon prize?

we know today.

“l grew up during the
Pokémon craze, and in recent
years I have noticed how
intergenerational the love
for Pokémon is,” said Teen
Services Coordinator Ruthie
Sterling. “When a Pokémon
Club started meeting at the
library, I got the idea in my
head for a day of fun for all

ages!”

All day, there was a
Pokémon themed scavenger
hunt, where participants were
given a form to check off
each Pokémon they “caught”,
and the forms were entered in
a raffle for a prize basket of
Pokémon gear perfect for all
trainers and fans.

“I also had a lot of fun

Jenmfer Whltehead Charlotte Ca3|d, and Ruthie Sterlmg
with their Pikachu hats and headbands, ready for a day of fun.

watching library patrons
participate in the Pokémon
Scavenger Hunt. We hid 15
Pokémon in the library for
folks to find, and people got
really into it,” said Sterling.
“It’s something fun, and
helps people look around the
library a little bit different-

ly than just visiting,” said
Whitehead. “I am most excit-
ed to see all the patrons and
their excitement, because it
goes across so many ages
now.”

The Pokémon Day at the
library featured things to do
all day, with a Pikachu and

Friends Story Time with
bingo and a craft for kids
with Jennifer Whitehead.

There was also a Pokémon
Cross-Stitch demonstra-
tion with instruction by Jon
Ryman for all ages, and dia-
mond painting an Eeveelution
keychain for the teens, which
both produced adorable and
brightly-colored Pokémon to
take home.

“I had so much fun running
the Eeveelution Diamond-
Painting program for grades
6 and up. Diamond-painting
is so meditative and their
Eeveelution keychains came
out so cute,” said Sterling.

To end the day, there was
couple rounds of Pokémon
Bingo for all ages to test their
knowledge of these adorable
little creatures and win a
sticker prize.

The day was full of fun for
trainers and fans of Pokémon
and plans for Pokémon
Day 2026 are already in the
works.

The Teen Advisory Board
is also hosting a Community
Can Food Drive from March
10 to 14, collecting canned
goods for the local food pan-
tries of Belchertown, so be
sure to look out for that in the
coming weeks.

can make it hard to stay in
touch with friends, which in
turn can contribute to feel-
ings of boredom and lone-
liness. Camp provides am-
ple opportunities for young
children to socialize during a
time of year when they might
not see their school friends as
often as they’re used to.

e Campers can expand
their horizons. Though some
summer camps are exclusive
to residents of certain com-
munities, many tend to fea-
ture children from numerous
towns or municipalities. Such
camps provide an opportu-
nity for campers to expand
their horizons by engaging
with youngsters who come
from different backgrounds.

e Camp can get kids
off their devices. Modern
children are growing up in
a digital world, and parents
know how hard it can be to
get kids to put down their de-
vices and get outdoors. But
the key to making that pivot
could be access to outdoor
play spaces. Many summer
camps are structured around
outdoor play, making them a
potentially invaluable ally as
parents seek to help children
cut back on the time they
spend using their devices.
Children who do not attend
camp and live in households
where both parents work or
in single-parent households
where Mom or Dad works
may be forced to spend much

of summer indoors, which
could increase the frequency
with which they turn to de-
vices to occupy their time.

* Camp adds structure to
summer days. Once a school
year ends, the structure a
school day provides vanishes
into thin air. Couple that with
extracurricular activities that
go on hiatus during summer
vacation, and kids accus-
tomed to structure are left
with little to do and no need
to schedule their time.

There’s no shortage of
benefits to enrolling young-
sters in summer camp, where
kids can socialize, grow and
get off their devices while
engaged in structured but
stress-free activities.

Camp by the numbers

Each year, campers of
all ages head off to nearby
recreation centers or travel to
rural areas to claim their cab-
ins and bunks. Here’s a deep
look at some of the statistics
surrounding summer camps.

1,467: The number
of day camps in the United
States run by the YMCA. -
YMCA

$3.91 billion: The peak
market size of the summer
camp sector in the United
States in 2019, before stay-
at-home-restrictions affected
statistics in subsequent years.
-Statista

14 million: The average
number of American summer
camp registrants each year. -
American Camp Association

e
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A PACKARD MOUNTAIN

We have summer enroliment options
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers.

Structured daily schedule to include
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts.

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play.

www.packardmountain.com

Leaminﬁ Cenler

Girl Scout Camp
For All Girls!

DAY &
OVERNIGHT

www.gscwm.org

1 week: The most pop-
ular session length for sum-
mer camp, although the ma-
jority of independent camp
operators offer four-, six-
and eight-week sessions. -
American Camp Association

50: The percentage of
respondents whose camps
charge $1,000 or more per
session, with most programs
costing between $1,000 and
$1,500. - CampMinder

58 to 63: The percent-
age of female staff members
at overnight and day camps,
respectively. - American
Camp Association

200 to 300: The av-
erage number of campers
served each session. - Camp-
Minder

7 in 10: The number of
camps that run 10 or more
different programs. - Camp-
Minder

79: The percentage
of camps that maintain a
screen-free environment. -
CampMinder

Greene Acres Equestrian Center vLic

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24

2025 Summer Riding Sessions

June 23-27 < July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 e August 18-22
9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding,
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

",

TODDLER ¢ PRESCHOOL « SCHOOL AGE
Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.

Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY
Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. ® JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND
9 Weeks ® Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer!
Swimming ® Field Trips ® Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool
Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

Providing
Childcare for
30 years!

Toddler Room
Waitlist

4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439
belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com EEc LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade ® Full & Part-Time ® Homework Support
School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off ® Indoor & Outdoor Activities
PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time ® Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options
Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum
“ TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs.
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Follow Us &1

Camp MacD

Week 1: June 30 - July 3
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18

>

Race Into Summ ' rat
uff:

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 5: July 28 - August 1 Week 7: August11-15

e Arts o Athletics ® Coding  Science ® Dance ¢ Lego’s
e Creative Writing ® Theater ¢ Science ¢ And More!

Week 4: July 21 - 25

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm e Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Space is
limited
so don’t
wait!

q

The MacDuffie School ¢ 66 School Street ¢ Granhy, MA 01033 ¢ 413.255.0000 Ext.103



