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Clapp Memorial
Library hosts
CPR course

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - Being able
to know what to do in an emergen-
cy is an important part of life and
taking that extra step to learn how
to save a life is just as important.

There is more than 350,000 car-
diac arrests outside of a hospital
annually and being able to know
how to respond to these instances is
life-saving.

The Clapp Memorial Library
held a special event where peo-
ple could come and take a Hands-
Only CPR class with Bob Crowley
last week at the Town Hall’s
Auditorium.

Crowley has been working
with the American Red Cross
Association since 2007 and has
been teaching CPR classes since
then.

“My brother-in-law was in
Hospice care in VT. I went up to
VT to help out and ended up work-
ing with the hospice nurse the
weekend he passed away. I then
wanted to volunteer after seeing
the amazing work she did,” said
Crowley.

Please see CPR, page 4
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It is important to maintain a rhythm with your chest compressions.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY - The Selectboard
held several appointments with
members of the public, as well
as reviewing various licenses and
working on a new committee for
the Junior/Senior High School
regarding regionalization.

“When other towns are

approached, the conver-
sations with these towns
should highlight the pros

and cons.”
—John Matthew

The February 10 meeting was
held by Chair Crystal Dufresne,
Clerk David A. Labonte, and
member Glen N. Sexton, as well
as Assistant Town Administrator
Cathy Leonard, and Selectboard
Clerk, Dayle Clark.

A new committee for the
Junior/Senior High School
Leonard shared a letter regard-
ing the finance committee and
their report at the town meeting
and has “recommended the town
create a committee to look at the
future of the Granby Junior Senior
High School,” said Leonard.
“We understand that the school
department sent a statement
of interest to the Massachusetts
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Selectboard reviews a
new committee request

School Building Authority some-
time in early 2024,” said Leonard,
reading a letter from Deb and
John Matthew, who are expressing
interest to be a part of this com-
mittee.

John Matthew was present at
the meeting, and came forward
to speak at the meeting, sharing,
“I think it’s very important.” He
shared with the board the impor-

tance of starting this com-
mittee and had a conversa-
tion with the Selectboard on
how to make it possible.
The board discussed
the ideas of regionaliza-
tion, and the processes and
other factors that still need
to be discussed with the
Superintendent and School
Committee would need to
work with together to discuss.

In response to the idea of
regionalization, it is something
that they have considered, “but it
is a town issue,” Dufresne said,
emphasizing the importance of
making sure the people in the
towns have a say.

“When other towns are
approached, the conversations
with these towns should highlight
the pros and cons,” said Matthew.
“A committee would have the
time.”

Dufresne shard that forming the
committee would require some
more time, in order to come up
with the committee name, and

Please see REQUEST, page 4

Belchertown seeking artwork for annual town report

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The town
has been going through the work
of highlighting and displaying the
artistic talents of our community
and is still working to provide that
special touch for the people of the
community.

Every year since the 1960’s, there
have been special photos on the
covers of the town reports in order
to help brighten up the covers of the
annual town reports.

Some of the earliest submitted
photos come from 1971, and it
helps to paint a picture of the peo-
ple who lived in the town, and not
just the content and statistics of the
report. They were real people.

“We’re accepting things based
on and in Belchertown. People
will do a lot of Quabbin things and
town buildings. Anything to do
with Belchertown,” said Melissa
Shattuck, executive assistant to the
Town Manager and Selectboard.

The town is looking for artwork
and photographs that are unique
to the town to be submitted to the
Select Board to be used for the

cover.

““It is something that we do
every year, and I think it’s a great
opportunity for people to be able
to represent who we are. It’s some-
thing that people can look forward
to and feel proud of what they did,”
said Shattuck.

There is no end to the creativi-
ty that can be involved in the pro-
cess, whether you feel inspiration

to sketch out one of the buildings,
take a photo on the common ground
with all the fresh snow, or some-
thing else.

“I like seeing all the different
selections, and the past couple of
years we haven’t seen many. I like
getting the pictures because it gives
a whole new feel to the town report

Please see ARTWORK, page 3

BCTYV transitions to
YouTube for video hosting

BELCHERTOWN - Belchertown
Community TV (BCTV) is excited
to announce a new chapter in how
we share our content with the com-
munity. As of this month, BCTV
has officially transitioned its video
hosting platform from Sprout to
YouTube. This change allows for
a more dynamic and user-friendly
experience, providing viewers with
improved access to local program-
ming anytime, anywhere.

“We’re thrilled to bring our
community meetings to
YouTube, a platform that’s
already woven into the
fabric of daily life for so
many residents.”

— Esther Glovacki

“We’re thrilled to bring our com-
munity meetings to YouTube, a
platform that’s already woven into
the fabric of daily life for so many
residents. With this move we can
meet residents where they are and
begin to reduce barriers to access-
ing local government discussions.”;
says Esther Glovacki, BCTV
General Manager.

Esther continues, «YouTube’s
robust search capabilities and play-
list features will make finding con-
tent and meetings easier and can

give residents quick access to a his-
tory of discussions that have been
had on subjects they care about.»

The move to YouTube comes
with a host of benefits for our loyal
viewers. YouTube’s advanced fea-
tures make it easier than ever to
navigate through BCTV’s diverse
collection of videos. Organized
into curated playlists, our channel
ensures you can quickly find the
content that interests you most.

Whether you’re looking to
catch up on town meetings,
stay informed about local
events, or enjoy communi-
ty-produced shows, there’s
something for everyone.

Some of our most popular
playlists include:

Town Meetings: Stay
informed with full coverage
of Select Board meetings,
Planning Board discussions,
and other public forums.

Local Events: Relive moments
from community celebrations,
festivals, and parades that make
Belchertown special.

Spotlight Features: Dive into
programs highlighting local busi-
nesses, organizations, and individ-
uals who make a difference in our
town.

‘What’s more, YouTube’s accessi-
bility means you can watch BCTV
on virtually any device, whether

Please see BCTV, page 3

BELCHERTOWN - As part of a
new addition to the papers, we are
looking to add in features of our
town employees to recognize and
thank them for their hard work and
dedication.

These town employees are what
help keep our communities run-
ning, providing resources, help,
information, fun events, organiza-
tion, and more for us to enjoy.

Here is an interview with the
Belchertown Animal Control
Officer, Anna Fenton.

What is your favorite thing
about the town?

“My favorite thing about
Belchertown is how folks have
each other’s back and help each
other out.”

What do you do in your posi-
tion?

“In my position I enforce the
town and state laws pursuant to
animals. My department picks up
stray dogs and reunites them with
their owners. We ensure that dogs
and cats are current on rabies vac-
cines per state law. We follow up
with pet owners to make sure their
dogs are licensed with the town.
We respond to calls for injured
wildlife and get them to a wildlife
rehabber. We take in owner sur-
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TURLEY PHOTO SUBMITTED BY ANNA FENTON
Anna Fenton and Kirby, a friendly
puppy who was adopted out in
December.

renders and find these pets new
homes. We have a pet food pantry
for residents and nearby neighbors
that is generously stocked by res-
idents. At least twice a year we
have a rabies and microchip clinic
with Dr. Russo from Westbrook Vet
Hospital that is generously spon-
sored by BARC, Inc. so that it’s
free to any pet owner that attends.
I also work with the Massachusetts
Animal Coalition to get grants

for spay and neuters, and I also
work with the MA Department of
Agriculture.”

Describe an average day at the
office.

“The average day is never the
same. Sometimes it entails answer-
ing phone calls and directing
people to available resources. I
respond to calls of animals “run-
ning at large” which could span
from dogs to any sort of livestock
since we are a farming communi-
ty. I work on my budget to make
sure that services I can provide and
items I need are available along
with access to training for my
assistants.”

Tell me a bit about you. Are
you a resident?

“I have been a resident of
Belchertown since 2006.”

What’s your education?

“I attended the Animal
Control Officers Association of
Massachusetts (ACOAM) train-
ing academy to become a certi-
fied Animal Control Officer. I take
classes to earn continuing educa-
tion credits to stay up to date with
changes in animal laws and keep

Please see FENTON, page 3
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Belchertown announces board, committee vacancies

BELCHERTOWN— The
Belchertown Select Board is look-
ing for citizens interested in shar-
ing their expertise by serving on
a Town Board/Committee. If you
have time and are interested in get-
ting involved in your Town’s activi-
ties, please submit a letter of inter-
est to: Select Board, The Finnerty
House, One South Main Street,
P.O. Box 670, Belchertown, MA
01007 or by email to selectboard @
belchertown.org (unless otherwise
indicated below). You may also
submit a volunteer form on our
website: https://www.belchertown.
org/374/Volunteer

All vacancies are posted until
filled.

The Town wishes to fill the fol-
lowing vacancies:

Agricultural Commission: The
Town wishes to fill an associate
member seat on the Agricultural
Commission. This commission pro-
motes agricultural-based economic
opportunities; preserves, revitalizes
and sustains the Belchertown agri-
cultural industries, and encourages
the pursuit of agriculture as a career
opportunity and lifestyle.

Animal Control Advisory
Board: The Town wishes to fill one
(1) vacancy on the Animal Control
Advisory Board. This board has
the authority to conduct hearings
as allowed in the Town’s by-laws

and pose reasonable conditions
as deemed appropriate. The ideal
applicants may be a dog breeder,
a dog trainer, a veterinarian, non-
pet owner from the community, a
medical professional specializing in
emergency medicine, animal enthu-
siast or caregiver, pet owner and/or
interested residents.

Belchertown Family Center
Committee: The Belchertown
Family Center Committee is seek-
ing passionate, service-minded indi-
viduals to fill one (1) active voting
member positions. This commit-
tee is charged with oversight of the
Belchertown Family Center and its
support programming for families,
and is actively working to create a
breadth of resources for our com-
munity.

Community Preservation
Committee: The Town wishes to
fill one (1) at-large seat on the CP
Committee. The CP Committee
studies the community presentation
needs, possibilities and resources of
the Town.

Council on Aging: The Town
wishes to fill one vacancy on the
Council on Aging. Members of the
Council on Aging coordinate pro-
grams and services for the elder-
ly population and oversee the
Belchertown Senior Center.

Energy and Sustainability
Committee: The Town wish-

es to fill a full member vacancy
on the Energy and Sustainability
Committee. Its purpose is to devel-
op and recommend sound ener-
gy and sustainability programs
and policies for the Town. Energy
relates to the fuel choices we make
for buildings, vehicles, and indus-
try. Sustainability means meeting
our own needs without compromis-
ing the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs. Visit their
webpage at www.belchertown.org.

Historic District By-Law
Commission: The Town wishes to
fill (1) full member Real Estate seat
on the Historic District By-Law
Commission. The Commission has
regulatory control over new con-
struction, reconstruction, alter-
ations, movements, and demolition
of all exterior architectural features
of buildings and structures within
the Historic District which are vis-
ible from any public street, public
way, or public park.

Pioneer Valley Transit
Authority Advisory Board: The
Town is seeking an individual to
represent and serve as a Liaison to
the Town of Belchertown on the
PVTA Advisory Board. Interested
individuals should have the time
and desire to attend respective
meetings in Springfield and period-
ically review the PVTA’s services to
the Town and its contiguous com-

munities.

Quaboag Valley Business
Assistance Corporation /
Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation
(QVCDC) Board Member: The
Town is seeking an individual to
represent and serve as a Liaison to
the Town of Belchertown on the
QVBAC to bring the concerns of
Belchertown’s residents and small
business community forward to
ensure that the services provid-
ed by the QVBAC/QVCDC are
in line with the town’s needs. The
board member also helps dissemi-
nate information from the QVBAC
board to Belchertown’s residents
and small business community,
especially when there is a particular
program or initiative they’d ben-
efit from. While no business acu-
men is required, an interest in and
or connections with Belchertown’s
small business community would
be advantageous. Enthusiasm
for Belchertown, and the abili-
ty to determine and communi-
cate the interests of its residents
are the most important qualifica-
tions. For more information about
the Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation and
the Quaboag Valley Business
Assistance Corporation, please visit
www.qvcdc.org.

Read to a dog
at the Granby
Library

GRANBY— Looking for a
fun way to practice your read-
ing skills? Want to snuggle a dog
while reading to him? Sign up for
a time slot to read to Gwen the
Greyhound. She is a perfect lis-
tener as you work on your read-
ing skills or as you practice read-
ing out loud. Bring a book from
home or pick one at the library
before your time slot. Gwen
loves every book.

Upcoming dates are:
Thursdays between 3:30 to 5
p.m. Feb. 20, March 6 and 20,
April 3 and 17

Visit the library or call to
reserve your 20-minute slot.

Granby Library hours:
T,W,F 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
Thurs. 10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m..
and Sat.10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Telephone 413- 467-3320

Visit granbylibrary.com and
Granby Library Children’s Room
Page on Facebook.

February vacation fun across local communities

The Belchertown Family Center
compiled a list of fun activities
for you to do with you family and
friends over February Vacation
Week at surrounding organizations.

The following contains their list
of fun activities, and their Facebook
post about them contains links for
you to find more information about
their locations, pricing, and more.

All Week:

¢ Children’s Museum at Holyoke:
Open Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm,
Saturday 10am-4pm

e Eric Carle Museum: Open
Wednesday-Friday 10am-4pm,
Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday
12pm-5pm

e Nutshell Playhouse Presents:
Spylinks! (ages 3-10) Thursday,
February 20th 11:00-11:45am

e Springfield Museums: Open
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm,
Sunday 11lam-5pm.

e Critter Crossing School Vacation
Exhibits (included with regular
admission)

e Mill District General Store and
Local Art Gallery Wonderful

Winterfest Activities - February
16-22.

Thursday, February 20

e New Tech Toy Petting Zoo,

Hubbard Memorial Library,
Ludlow (all day)

* Grow, Play & Learn Playgroup

(ages 0-2), Hubbard Memorial
Library, Ludlow (9:45am)

e Story Time and Play (ages

0-5), Jones Library, Amherst
(10:30am)

* Visit with a Fairytale Character

(Snow Queen), Wilbraham Public
Library (10:30am)

* Grow, Play & Learn Playgroup

(ages 2-5), Hubbard Memorial
Library, Ludlow (10:45am)

e Art Workshop for Kids (grades

3-5), South Hadley Public
Library (1:00pm)

* Make-It-Mini Create Lab (ages

2-10), Jones Library, Amherst
(3:00pm)

e Lego Club (ages 12 and under),

South Hadley Gaylord Memorial
Library (3:00pm)

e Third Thursday Sewing Club

for tweens & teens (ages 9+),

Hubbard Memorial Library,
Ludlow (5:00pm)

e Teen Copper Bookmark
Workshop (grades 6-12),
Wilbraham Public Library
(5:00pm)

e Wildlife on Wheels,
Public Library (5:00pm)

e Tween Anime Club (ages 10-14),
Palmer Public Library (6:00pm)

Palmer

Friday, February 21

* Buildwave (Kindergarten - grade
6), South Hadley Public Library
(10:00am)

* Sing With Your Baby (ages
0-5), North Amherst LIbrary,
(10:30am)

e Storytime with Local Author
Dorka Fernandez, South Hadley
Gaylord Memorial Library
(10:30am)

* Upcycled Book Hedgehogs
(upper elementary +), Hubbard
Memorial Library, Ludlow
(12:00pm

e Friday Online Club (ages 8-15),
Hubbard Memorial Library,
Ludlow (5:00pm)

IINIIEH NEW MANAGEMENT

Enjoy your old favorites with
some new touches
Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175
www.roadhouse.

cafe.net

and April.

Attention:

Granby Landowners

Percolation tests for land in Granby may be
conducted only during the months of March
Any property requiring a septic
system must have a successful percolation test
prior to building. Percolation tests are valid for
two years. A $200 fee is due and payable prior
to the percolation test.

Call Richard Bombardier at
(413) 467-9886
to make an appointment.

Please call Board of Health office at
(413) 467-7174 for more information.

March
programs
at CML

Jazzified Pop

On Friday, March 7 at 6:30
p.m., embark on a captivating
musical journey with “Jazzified
Pop,” and immerse yourself in an
evening that not only celebrates
the enduring appeal of popular
music but also delves into the
boundless realms of jazz inter-
pretation. From iconic melodies
of The Beatles to the timeless
tunes of Elvis Presley and the
legendary tracks of Queen, both
jazz enthusiasts and devoted lov-
ers of pop melodies will experi-
ence an unforgettable night that
showcases the power of musical
innovation. This program will
take place at the Belchertown
United Church of Christ, 18 Park
St. Sponsored by the Friends of
the Clapp Memorial Library.

Create Better Health

The Food Bank of Western
Massachusetts, in partnership
with SNAP-Ed, will offer a
“Create Better Health” nutrition
education program at the Clapp
Memorial Library on Monday,
March 10 at 6 p.m. Learn about
Explore MyPlate healthy eating
guidelines, learn to decipher the
nutrition facts labels and how to
make a budget-friendly meal, and
get tips to add more exercise into
your daily routine.

2025 Belchertown
Fair logo contest

BELCHERTOWN—The 166th
Belchertown Fair will be held
Sept. 19-21, 2025. The Fair and
Parade Committee is excited to
announce that this year’s theme
will be, “Shake, Cattle, and
Roll.” Special thanks to Casey
Kibbe for the suggestion.

The Fair and Parade
Committee now needs help from
the many artistic members of our
community. A logo is needed to
represent the theme. Artwork
must be digitally created with a
minimum 300 dpi. Additionally,
but not required, the follow-
ing text can be included: 166th
Belchertown Fair; Sept. 19-21,
2025; Shake, Cattle, and Roll.
All submissions will become the
property of the Friends of the
Belchertown Fair for use on the
Exhibit Hall handbook, volunteer
bags, apparel, and other adver-
tising materials as needed. The
winning artist will receive rec-
ognition and a token of appre-
ciation in the amount of $50.
There are no age limits. Please
submit artwork for consideration
to belchertownfair@gmail.com
by Monday, March 17.

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

Office: 413-213-0770

Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

INFLATION 5

CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS ® 222

B
-
NS~

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH

COUNTRY STYLE

PORKRIBS.. - Sq94

BEEF TENDERLOIN

7 $1010

USDA INSP. BONELESS
MCKENZIE’S CLASSIC

1/2 CARVING HAM.... 3199

FREE
USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF PORTERHOUSE

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
REDUCED SODIUM

[TV i1 ———

539

or T’BONE STEAK

MONTEREY JACK CHEESE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH..............

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI $4

3299

S
o GROUND FRESH DAILY

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF BONE FOR SOUP.....

51 929

s 499 5LB
SALE DATES:

BAG
— |
2/20/25-2/26/25

o>

BUY DIRECT FOR

PRICES IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK STEAK or ROAST.

RED
ARE AT OR BELIi
-~ LAST YEAR’S PRICE

5%}

<

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 L5 BAGuuuu

519

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNISH GAME HENS rwin pax..

5213

USDA INSP. KAYEM ALFRESCO

ROAST GARLIC
CHICKEN SAUSAGE 11 07 s

99¢.

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
31/40 COUNT 1 (6 8AG s

Lf 90 Meat Outlet @ EENLVLLEL LRSS

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

SAVINGS  SELECTION » SERVICE

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

S6°7

here’s nothing better than dealing with
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors

certainly does. Talk with him and you'll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to

work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors.
General Doors features standard residential,

carriage house style, commercial & industrial.

Call Today for Profeééional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
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Inspiring Stories Share Impact of Care

WMAS Radiothon for
Baystate Children’s
Hospital

SPRINGFIELD—The public is
invited to join in the fun at the 24th
annual 94.7 WMAS Radiothon for
Baystate Children’s Hospital at the
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame on March 4 and 5 from 6
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Broadcasting live from the 94.7
WMAS studios, the Kellogg Krew
will connect listeners with stories
from patients, team members, and
community members that are filled
with hope, miracles, and the impact
of Baystate Children’s Hospital.
Among the many stories shared
will be Emilia Cecchetelli’s, the
2025 Children’s Miracle Network
Ambassador for Baystate Children’s
Hospital. Four-year-old Emilia was
born at 26 weeks and spent 143 days

in the Davis Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit fighting chronic lung disease
and Craniosynostis, a condition
which causes problems with normal
brain and skull growth. Listeners
will hear how she’s doing today and
how the care at Baystate Children’s
Hospital played a critical role in her
life.

Attendees of the Radiothon will

be able to have their photo taken
on the red carpet, make a donation,
and get a sneak peek of the Kellogg
Krew broadcasting live.

“Each year, I feel so inspired by
the stories we are able to share and
the families we are able to meet,”
said 94.7 WMAS’ Chris Kellogg.
“Baystate Children’s Hospital plays
such a critical role in our communi-
ty, and we are happy to support it in
any way we can.”

There are many ways to donate.
Listeners can visit WMASKids.com,
text WMASKIDS to 51555, or call
the Lia Auto Group Phone Bank at
413-794-1111 from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
on March 4 and 5.

“It really is incredible what our
community can accomplish when
we come together for an important
cause,” said Interim Vice President
of Philanthropy, Baystate Health,
and Executive Director, Baystate
Health Foundation, Kathy Tobin.

“As the only accredited, full-ser-
vice children’s hospital in western
Massachusetts, the Radiothon helps
provide vital funding for care that
spans our region.”

Baystate Children’s Hospital is
one of 170 fundraising Children’s
Miracle Network Hospitals across
the country. Children’s Miracle
Network Hospitals are unique in that
100% of all money raised locally
goes directly to Baystate Children’s
Hospital in Springfield in support
of children’s health programs and
services.

Major sponsors for the Radiothon
include Hyundai Hope on Wheels,
Lia Auto Group, Pioneer Valley
Credit Union, Eversource, M&T
Bank, City Tire, and PeoplesBank.

To make a donation online today,
visit WMASKIDS.com, or for more
information, email Event Manager
Heather Clark at Heather.Clark2 @
BaystateHealth.org.

BCTV from page 1

it’s your phone, tablet, computer,
or smart TV. Subscribing to the
channel allows viewers to receive
notifications when new content is
uploaded, so you’ll never miss an
update.

One of the most exciting aspects
of this transition is the constant
addition of fresh content. “We are
excited to find new ways to uti-
lize short form video like YouTube
Shorts. They will help us break
down complex discussions into
bite-sized updates, giving busy
community members quick ways
to stay informed and opportunities
to get involved.”, Esther says.

BCTYV is dedicated to keeping
our programming lineup current,
with new videos being uploaded
regularly. From breaking news in
the community to seasonal fea-
tures and original programming,

there’s always something new to
discover.

Switching to YouTube also
enables better sharing and interac-
tion. Viewers can now easily share
their favorite BCTV videos with
friends and family, leave com-
ments, and even engage with con-
tent creators. It’s all part of our
commitment to fostering a more
connected and engaged commu-
nity.

We encourage everyone to
explore our new YouTube channel
and see what’s new at BCTV. Visit
youtube.com/@BelchertownTV
to start watching today, and don’t
forget to hit the “Subscribe” but-
ton to stay in the loop.

Thank you for continuing to
support Belchertown Community
TV. We look forward to serving
the community better than ever
through this exciting new plat-
form!

ARTWORK from page 1

other than just having the seal.”

The ability to have the town
report feature not just the seal
helps to provide a sense of unity
on the report that is already preva-
lent within the community.

The town report’s cover deco-
rated with photos and artwork that
bring out the uniqueness of the
town is what makes a difference,
and helps to create a picture of
Belchertown as it is read about in
the technical sense.

“I’'m excited to see the differ-
ent pictures that come through,”
said Shattuck. “I think it’s a really
good way to have the community
feel like that can participate. They
submit a photo and see it there and
feel proud.”

The art pieces and photos help
to create a legacy for the town, and
the people of 2035 can look back
ten years at the 2025 report and

see what we were up to.

The artwork or photos are
required to be vertical, no smaller
than five” x 77, and can be repro-
duced. A mailed in photo must
have your name, address, and
phone number written on the back
of the photo.

Artwork or photographs sub-
mitted electronically are asked
to be submitted as JPG, PNG, or
GIF files, and once submitted, the
artwork or photograph becomes
the property of the Town of
Belchertown.

Physical submissions should
be brought to the Select Board’s
office or mailed to them by send-
ing to The Select Board’s Office,
P.O. Box 670, Belchertown MA,
01007, or electronically shared to
their email, selectboard @belcher-
town.org.

Submissions need to be submit-
ted no later than noon on Friday,
April 4.

Quabbin
Photo Group

Zoom meeting
set for Feb. 24

REGION — Quabbin Photo
Group meeting this month will be
via Zoom, and it will be on Feb. 24,
2025, starting at 7 p.m..

Program

This month our program will be
a Members Night, when we look
forward to viewing your six related
images, maybe of something new
you’ve been working on recently.
Do you have a new skill that you
would like to explain and share with
everyone? Learning new techniques
from each other is always a helpful
way to expand our photographic
skill sets, and to improve our pho-
tography.

Future meetings
On March 24, 2025, we will
have a presentation by Tony Sweet:
“Atmospherics in Photography”.
Many of you may be familiar with
Tony through his wonderful, infor-
mative presentations at NECCC.

New members
We always welcome new mem-
bers! If you have a friend whom
you think would enjoy our group,
please, invite them to join you, and
then hopefully they will become
new members.

Suggestions
As always, we welcome your
thoughts and suggestions. You can
share them at the meeting, or you
can email them to Mark, or to me.
We are looking for ways to attract
and grow our QPG membership,
so if you have some ideas, and/or
you would like to sponsor an event,

again, please let us know.

Zoom
Kevin Kopchynski is our Zoom
host. Zoom Link: gspltz@verizon.
net

FENTON from page 1

abreast of changes in my field of
work.”

What other departments or
committees/boards do you work
closely with?

“I work closely with the Town
Clerk’s Office to ensure that dogs
are licensed in a timely man-
ner and are current on rabies vac-
cines. When there are dog issues
in town that I cannot get settled in
a satisfactory manner I may have
to forward issues to the Animal
Control Advisory Board and have
a hearing with them. I also deal
with the Finance Committee, the
Accounting Department, Treasurers
Office, work closely with our Police
Department and Fire Department

Annual wine tasting event
at Clapp Memorial Library

BELCHERTOWN—Have an open calendar for Saturday,
March 1? The Friends of Clapp Memorial Library invite
you to come by the Library on March 1, from 7 to 9 p.m.,
when they will be hosting their annual free wine tasting

event.

for anything animal related and
attend Department Head meetings.

What is the most fulfilling part
of your job?

“The most fulfilling part of my
job is a tie between reuniting a lost
pet with their family helping some-
one be able to keep their pets in
their homes. What inspired you to
take on the position? I have always
been an animal lover and have
always had pets my entire life. It
also gave me the chance to become
more involved in the Belchertown
community.”

Where is your office located?

“My office is located at 165
George Hannum St. What are your
office hours? I am available Mon to
Fri from 8a.m. to 4p.m. office hours

tend to be by appointment because
there is only ever one person work-
ing and there is never a guarantee
that I or whoever is covering for me
will not be out on a call or running
an errand.”

What is the history of your
department?

“Our department used to be in
the highway department complex.
When 1 first started we only ever
dealt with dogs. My position and
my department have evolved to
deal with most animals. We han-
dle dogs, cats, livestock, wildlife,
pretty much anything except for
bear calls! We have been in our new
facility since 2017. What makes
it unique from others? One of the
things that makes my department
different is the fact that our facil-

ity was built thru a town meeting
vote and multiyear fundraising by
amazing town residents. I helped a
town resident rescue a maltreated
dog and she asked what she could
do in return. I stated that we need-
ed a better place to house the ani-
mals in our care. She got together
with other residents that I knew or
had dealt with and things starting
moving forward and snowballing.
Group members changed but the
residents created a nonprofit called
BARC, Inc. Belchertown Animal
Relief Committee, Inc. They fund-
raised over $100,000 which cov-
ered Y2 the cost of our building. Our
build-

for caring for animals.”

What do you want the commu-
nity to know about your position?

“I and my department are here to
help the residents in our communi-
ty. If there is a need we can fulfill
we will. If we can’t, we will point
you in the right direction.”

If you, or someone else you know,
as a town employee would like to
take part in the Get to Know Your
Town Employee series, please con-
tact Emily-Rose Pappas at epap-
pas@turley.com.
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Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

This is a great opportunity to meet your neighbors and see

your library. Light refreshments and nonalcoholic beverag-
es will be available. You must be 21 to attend.

Idi@S from The Estate

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO 2Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE,
COINS, COLLECTIONS,
WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com

45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard
Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.
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Owning A Home...

It’s easier than

Maureen

\

you think! McGarrett Hall *

Let’s connect!

[R REALTOR®

MA 9585138 | Member MLS
Equal Opportunity Housing

maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994

realtybymaureen@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE
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Learn feoco tS AV E-A-LIFE
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Bob Crowley showing how to hold hands and kneel over the
“person.”

Using a dummy to show how the compressions work.

CPR from page 1

“So, I joined Central Mass Search and Rescue and became
a Wilderness First Responder as well. I was on the team for 10
years, serving as the team training and education coordinator.
At the same time that I started on the team I joined the Red
Cross as an instructor.”

Crowley teaches classes at libraries, senior centers, high
schools, and community groups, and offers these classes to
any interested groups.

“Most people who survive a cardiac emergency have been
helped by a bystander who was trained,” said Crowley.

The class he taught last week detailed important informa-
tion like how to recognize an emergency, call 911, and how to
perform chest compressions until an AED or EMTs arrive.

The class brought in several people from the community
who came to learn more about the art of life saving.

Crowley taught them how to hold their hands during chest
compressions, and a couple of songs to help keep the beat and
rhythm of chest compressions, and more.

“I had a student tell me that she saw a man collapse on
the street. She stopped her car and performed CPR until the
EMTs arrived. The man survived and thanked her for saving
his life,” said Crowley.

“If T can help one person to gain the skills needed to help in
and emergency It makes it all worthwhile,” said Crowley.

The Red Cross workforce is made up of 80% of volunteers,
and takes no government funding, relying solely on donations.
You can volunteer to work with the Red Cross by going to
their website.

“Or mission is to relive human suffering. I work with amaz-
ing people,” said Crowley.

Learning the hand positions for chest compressions.

T

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Learning the importance of CPR and learning it to help some-
one in need.

How to save a life: you never know when or where you’ll need it.

REQUEST from page 1

then figure out the charge of the
committee.

“I think it’s a great idea,” said
Dufresne.

Library trustee appointment
to be revisited
The Selectboard met with the
Library Trustees in order to help
appoint an unexpired term for a

vacant trustee member seat.

The trustees came to the
Selectboard with a member in mind,
but because of late dates and post-
ings for advertisement for the seat,
there was a bump in the process of
electing a new member for the seat.

Dufresne, after consulting with
town council, did not feel comfort-
able appointing the members the
trustees brought forward.

“This is supposed to be collab-

orative,” said Dufresne. The board
moved to schedule the trustees at
the next meeting so that all three of
the individuals applying for the seat
can be heard.

Charter Day Committee
Randy David, a representative
from the Charter Day Committee
came forward to request from the
Selectboard permission for selling
bottled water at Charter Day for $2

a bottle.

The bottles would be sold at
two different spots for the day and
worked out some contact specifics
with reaching out to food vendors.

The board also reminded him
they would need to meet with
Board of Health regarding hook ups
for the event to ensure the water
wouldn’t be polluted.

They discussed other drink
options, including hooking up to

the water supply, but they also dis-
cussed the idea of having bartenders
come to serve alcohol, the only set-
back being beer and wine licenses
and huge liabilities that could be
detrimental to the town.

They also discussed the ideas of
creating parking passes for the day,
and other items to figure out how
to make money to feed back into
the Charter Day Committee for the
years to come.
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New Owners Jahi &
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Units & Sizes Available:

gl

Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

413-308-6904

148 Carmelinas Circle Ludlow, MA

Climate Controlled Units Available
F

~ ¥ Outside Parking Spaces Also
I Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

1?!?{

]
Fl | y

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= SWIF RIVER=

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL S,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

413-323-4123

SALES & REPAIRS

YBUSTNES

il
NECGTIO

GO

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ® Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

o Title 5 inspection

Qo

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road Septic Service LLC
B Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe
elchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted 413'323'4327

49@

feach

ance
Comnventional Motor Dl
Aceite g Mator Comvencional
r:' Rendimierto Premiam NAPA
o

10W30, 10W40, SW20,
SW30

3

igt
10W30, 10W40, 20WS0, SAF 30W,
SW20, SW30, SAE J0W

NAPA AUTO PARTS-
(PR AUTO PARTS
W . e ——

Belchertown Auto Parts
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

Get
the Good
Stuff

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow * Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

SPECIALIZING IN

ROBERTS ROOFS

Slate ¢ Copper ® Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters !
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing » Snow Removal ~ ~ 0 |

Tel. 413-283-4395 « Cell 413-237-9434 ——=— "

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

o

Turley't')

www.turley.com

Trusted Name Since 1982

12 community newspapers

Publications, InC.  413-283-8393 to advertise

Proud publishers of

Call Maureen at

your business here
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i IN THE CLASSROOM

COLLEGE NEWS

Students named to fall
Champlain College Dean’s List

BURLINGTON, VT—The following students have been
named to the Champlain College Dean’s List for achieving a
grade point average of 3.5 or higher in the Fall 2024 semester.

Ina Fricke of Amherst, Massachusetts, majoring in
Computer Networking & Cybersecurity.

Thomas Marshall of Belchertown, MA, majoring in
Computer Networking & Cybersecurity.

Jesse Warren of Amherst, MA, majoring in Game Design.

Moo st ar,
AR

Rogowski named to fall Champlain
College Trustees’ list

BURLINGTON, VT—Ryan Rogowski of Belchertown,
MA, was named to the Champlain College Trustees’ List for
the Fall 2024 semester.

Students on the Trustees’ List have achieved a 4.0 grade
point average for two or more consecutive semesters.
Rogowski is majoring in Computer and Digital Forensics.

Making the Trustees’ List is a tremendous achievement.
Many of the high achievers balance their career-focused class-
es with jobs, internships, clubs, and volunteering. We congrat-
ulate you on this great accomplishment and honor.

% %%

Stears named to Champlain College
President’s List for fall

BURLINGTON, VT—Jesse Stears of Granby, MA, was
named to the Champlain College President’s List for the Fall
2024 semester.

Students on the President’s List have achieved a grade
point average of 4.0 or higher during the semester. Stears is
majoring in Computer Forensics & Digital Investigations.

Making the President’s List is a tremendous achievement.
Many of the high achievers balance their career-focused class-
es with jobs, internships, clubs, and volunteering. We congrat-
ulate them on this great accomplishment and honor.

Arabik named to Salve Regina
University’s Fall 2024 Dean’s List

NEWPORT, RI—Michael Arabik of Granby was
named to the Dean’s List during the Fall 2024 academic
semester at Salve Regina University. To qualify for the
Dean’s List, students must earn a semester grade point
average of 3.6 for full-time students completing at least 12
graded credits, or a semester grade point average of 3.8 for
part-time students completing at least six credits.

R
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Dean’s List honors announced
at Tufts University

MEDFORD, MA (02/17/2025)-- Tufts University
recently announced the dean’s list for the fall 2024 semes-
ter. Dean’s list honors at Tufts University require a semes-
ter grade point average of 3.4 or greater.

Ambherst Students

Quinn Hampson, Class of 2026

Adda Hennessey, Class of 2026

Korinna Spirko, Class of 2028

Talvin Dhingra, Class of 2028

Johann Bishop, Class of 2028

Noa Chambers, Class of 2028

Lo AL,
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Assumption University’s
fall 2024 dean’s list

WORCESTER— Assumption University has
announced that Meredith Medina, of Belchertown, Class
of 2025, has been named to the University’s dean’s list for
the fall 2024 semester.

I COMMUNITY

Granby Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby Police Department responded
to 120 calls from Feb. 7 through Feb. 13. Those arrested are
presumed innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. The
Granby Police Department provides all the information.

Friday, Feb. 7
7:51 a.m. — A motorist reported driving off an icy road and
striking a tree. Granby Police and Fire responded. There were
no injuries.
4:02 p.m. — A motorist report that their car caught on fire.
Granby Police and Fire responded. The fire was extinguished
and there were no injuries.

Sunday, Feb. 9
12:43 p.m. — A resident reported that their chimney was on
fire. Granby Police and Fire responded. Upon arrival, it was
discovered that the fire had extended into the home. Mutual
aid was received from South Hadley Fire, Ludlow Fire,
Belchertown Fire, Hadley Fire and Westover Fire. The fire
was extinguished. There were no injuries.

Monday, Feb. 10
11:37 a.m. — A motorist reported striking a parked car in the
parking lot of Dunkin Donuts. There were no injuries.

Thursday, Feb. 13

8:40 a.m. — The Highway Department reported that a vehi-
cle slid off a snow-covered road and into a snow bank. Granby
Police responded. There were no injuries and a tow truck
pulled the vehicle back onto the road.

9:30 a.m. — A motorist reported sliding off the road and
striking a utility pole. Granby Police and Fire responded.
There were no injuries.
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=
Veterinary
Hos 5 p ital

Relay for Life looking
for participants

BELCHERTOWN—Relay for Life Kick Off event
from 1-3 p.m. on Feb.23 at Hope Church on Main Street
in Belchertown. This is a fun and educational gathering.
Information will be given out regarding our Relay for Life
event.

Quaboag Valley Relay for Life is on May 31 on the
Belchertown Common from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. Everyone
has been effected with Cancer so now is the time to form
a few friends and family so you can fundraise and spread
awareness of this dreaded disease. You do not have to have
a large team or lots of money collected. A few new teams
getting some in donations is a big help to the American
Cancer Society. After we are done doing all our fund-
raising, the Relay is a way to unwind and celebrate our
accomplishments.

If you are thinking about starting a team or joining a
team, this gathering can help you. For additional info
please email ctellie@juno.com.

Book donations needed

BELCHERTOWN—The Friends of Clapp Memorial are
now accepting donations for their upcoming spring book
sale. They are looking for donations of books in good
condition, DVDs, CDs, and records. They are not accept-
ing encyclopedias, or VRC tapes (they can be donated to
Goodwill). Donations may be left downstairs at the library
during regular library hours.

BELCHERTOWN
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

211 State Street, Belchertown, MA

(413) 324-1138

Proudly sewing Belchertown and its suviounding communities

DOGS :* CATS & REPTILES :* EXOTICS
AND NOW BIRDS!

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Friday

& THE BEST FRESH ¥
FOR HEART MONTH!

Specials February 19 - 25 “

Sweet Grape Tomatoes Pint Size...... 99¢!
Green Peppers Extra Large ......... $1.49 Ib

Sweet Red,
Yellow & Orange Peppers .......... $1.99 |b

Fresh Broccoli Crowns ............. $1.99 Ib
Snow White Cauliflower ....... $2.99 head

Back Yard Beauty Maine
Hot House Tomatoes...........ce..... $1.99 Ib

Back Yard Beauty Maine
Cluster Tomatoes.......ouurerrerenerns $1.99 b

Wine Of The Month

Elouan Pinot Noir
$15.99 750 ml $2 OFF Reg. Price

Presidents Week Special

Fresh Baked Apple ’,

& Cherry Pies ‘11
10 INCH SIZE $
$2 OFF Reg. Price

The Greenhouse Café

Seating Area Is Open!

Enjoy Your Lunch In The Greenhouse
Randall’s Gourmet Sandwiches & Paninis
“HOMEMADE” HOT SOUPS & SALADS

Coffee Club Is Back!
. Buy 10 Cups Of Coffee
GET ONE FREE!
February Is Free Repotting
Month In The Greenhouse
10AM - 4PM Daily Through February 28

Repot In Your Pot Or One Purchased "
In The Greenhouse One Per Customer ‘

~ k bl Tlnnk Spring!
COIorful |

o g

anrose ﬂ

4 inch pots “m l;ﬂ y /4 Inch Pots

|

4 for $1 $4.99 ea

Ludlow’s 250th
I.AS'I' NIGHT GELEBRATION

Saturday, Feb. 22, 11AM-6PM
Ludlow High School
Music, Food & Drinks,
Kids Crafts & MORE!

ALWAYS FRESH AT

FAR M
& GREENHOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM
OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM

Find us on and You[T5)

OPPORTUNITY

newspaper
correspondent

The Register seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

e Must be dependable, professional and able to
meet strict deadlines
e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Turley o)

Pubhca‘uons Inc.
www.turley.com

Send writing samples

with resume to

Deanna Sloat

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Don’t slip on the ice!
Here’s how.

This is the bread-and-butter season for ortho-
pedic practices. Why? Ice, ice baby!

According to the CDC, approximately 1 mil-
lion people in the U.S. are injured each year
from slipping and falling on ice and snow, and
about 17,000 of them die, often due to traumatic
brain injury.

As you might expect, older individuals are
particularly susceptible to serious injuries from
falls on ice. A broken hip in an elder might heal
just fine, or it might lead to an extended hospital
stay, long-term care and a shortened life. A bro-
ken wrist or arm may result in loss of mobility
and function for months or even years.

So, orthopedists will tell you that the best way
to approach this is to not fall in the first place, or
if you do fall, to do it in such a way as to mini-
mize your injuries.

Here are seven tips for staying up on your own
two feet.

1. Practice situational awareness.

Assume that all wet, dark areas on pavements
are slippery and icy because treacherous black
ice is practically invisible. Walk in well-lighted
areas. If you run into a patch of possible iciness,
step off the walk and into the snow, which will
give you a better grip. Even if you're going a
short distance, don’t tell yourself, “It doesn’t
look that slippery to me.” Be especially careful
when stepping onto or off a curb.

Also, avoid texting or talking on the phone
while you’re potentially encountering a slippery
surface.

2. Don’t wear stupid shoes.

What I mean by that is that sneakers, shear-
lings, slides and Crocs aren’t necessarily the
best choices if you’re going to encounter ice.
Slipping creates momentum, and you want to be
able to stop the momentum before you fall.

What to wear: Snow boots, obviously, with
nonslip soles. Hiking shoes or boots with
Vibram soles provide a better grip. If you're
going to wear running shoes on snowy trails,
invest in a pair of removable cleats or crampons.

You may see a recommendation to slip a pair
of thick woolen socks over your shoes to pro-
vide more traction. That may work — but beware
when you step onto a hard surface such as tile. It
might be just as slippery as the ice.

3. Walk like a penguin.

If you’ve watched enough National
Geographic specials, you’ve seen that penguins
walk with their toes pointed slightly outward,
take small steps and sort of waddle side to side
to keep their center of gravity over their feet.

Smart birds.

When you’re walking on a slippery surface,
think penguin. Slow down. Point your feet out-
ward and keep your weight slightly forward. If
you’re going to fall, forward is better than back-
ward.

4. Keep your hands and arms free.

Your arms help you keep your balance, so you
want to keep your arms and hands free. Keep
your hands out of your pockets. Rather than
carrying a pocketbook, use a backpack or cross-
body bag.

5. Keep an eye on where your feet are going.

When you’re all bundled up, it may be hard to
look down at your feet. That, and your glasses or
sunglasses may get fogged up. Before heading
out, make sure you can see your feet and keep a
tissue handy to wipe your glasses.

6. Clear snow and ice from sidewalks and
driveways.

This seems like a no-brainer, but you don’t
want to fall just going to get the newspaper or
the mail. Treat surfaces with pet-friendly sub-
stances, such as mulch, sand or specially treated
ice melt that won’t hurt Fido’s paws.

7. Use ski poles or a hiking stick.

These give you more points of contact with
the ground and may help you maintain your bal-
ance. They also require you to move your arms
more, helping you burn more calories.

Even with all of these precautions, you may
fall anyway. There are ways to fall that may help
minimize or even avoid serious injury.

Foremost is not trying to stretch out your
hands and wrists to catch yourself. Rather, try
to land on your forearms if falling forward, and
tuck in your chin to keep your head from hitting
the ground. If you’re falling backward, don’t
fight it. Try to land on the fleshy parts of your
body, roll to the side and, again, tuck in your
chin to protect your head. Assess how you’re
feeling before attempting to get up.

Those ice falls always happen when you least
expect them, and usually hurt way more than
anticipated. Take steps — penguin steps — to stay
safe.

Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg, is a registered
nurse and board certified patient advocate and
founder of www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical professionals to
become successful private patient advocates.
Teri offers a free phone consultation to Turley
Newspaper readers as well as to nurses interest-
ed in becoming advocates. Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com
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LETTERS

Powerful message at halftime show
Letter to the Editor:

Kendrick Lamar’s Super Bowl halftime show
delivered a powerful message condemning sexual
predators. He also made the case for protecting our
democracy against the forces of racism, extremism
and fascism. He’s in solidarity with the NFL and
Americans fighting every day to uphold the ideals
of freedom and liberty. God bless. No $#!%, I'm
saying this from the heart.

To address concerns from the other side, let’s
speak to human rights through language that reso-
nates with everyone. Tying the issues of the day to
values held dear, we can unite rather than divide.

Ask them to pull with us in terms everyone
understands. Celebrate the light within us all,
something so very hard to do when hate prevents
them from agreeing with us.

For sure, real differences exist in policy priori-
ties and methods of execution. Because we can’t
afford to cheapen our humanity by giving up on
anyone, with the obvious exception of the haters
who defend sexual predators, we need to hold the
line to protect everyone and defend everything
that made this country great. Fight to honor the
Soldier’s Creed, known well by those who serve or
have served: we don’t leave anyone behind.

Together, we can make a difference. Persuade
swing voters. Win contested elections.

I won’t preach anymore, so I’ll wrap up loosely
quoting the band Frightened Rabbit’s late Scott
Hutchison who sang, “Jesus is more than just a
Spanish boy’s name.”

Eric Bright
Belchertown

%
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Leave it to fate

I never thought I would say this, but I am out of
ideas for this week’s column.

Every topic I come up with has been covered at
one time or another. So, as the snow falls every so
furiously outside, I am going to resort to the “stick
your finger in the gardening encyclopedia, and see
where it lands” trick.

I’ll leave the topics of the week to fate.

Here goes: For the first topic, my finger landed
on a funny picture of geranium plants with their
rootballs wrapped in newspaper hanging from
the beams in someone’s basement. I have written
before about my success in bringing my geranium
plants inside for the winter and placing them in a
south facing window.

Just yesterday I was looking at the plants more
closely, knowing that soon enough, I will be snip-
ping the tips to take some cuttings. But I digress,
the picture I saw is just another way to overwinter
your geranium plants, especially if you don’t have
a sunny window or a lot of indoor gardening space.

Many old timers used to talk of this method a

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Reader asks about claiming
Social Security when I have a
Health Savings Account

Dear Rusty:

I have reached my full retirement age (66 plus 8
months) and plan to apply for Social Security this
month, but I’ve seen articles, which say that when I
apply, I must also take Medicare Part A.

This, even though I am continuing to work and
am covered by my employer’s health insurance (a
high deductible plan). I contribute bi-weekly into
an Heath Savings Account. I’ve read that Medicare
back dates Part A coverage by six months, which
suggests I would have had to stop contributing to
my HSA six months ago.

If this is true, will I need to pay penalties and
such to the IRS? I’'m not able to find anything else
about this topic and I'm wondering what you might
have to say. I have my wife and two children on my
employer’s HDHP. We contribute $6,000 annually
to our HSA and my employer contributes $1,250
on Jan. 1 each year. We can live without the HSA,
but the taxes and IRS penalties concern me.

Signed: Wanting to Claim SS (but concerned)

lot and had great success with it. You could either
try and pot the plants up ahead of time or go right
from the basement to the outdoors after the threat
of frost has passed and after a thorough hardening
off process, of course.

Second topic: My finger landed on the herb
Lovage (Levisticum officinale). I have started
lovage from seed nearly every year for the last 30
years.

This celery substitute is always on the list of
transplants needed for the herb garden at Old
Sturbridge Village. Lovage seed is not viable for
long, so new seed is needed each year, or germina-
tion will be sparse.

The plant is considered a perennial, meaning it
will return year after year, but in my experience,
the best foliage production will be in the first year.
The flowers are “umbells” like dill and fennel but
flowers only take away from foliage production, so
they are best snipped off.

The hollow stems are used in place of celery in
soups and stews. My mom always enjoyed drying
the leaves for use during the winter months.

Topic three: Hostas! I was never a big fan of
Hostas until I had a yard that had substantial
amounts of shade. These versatile plants are a per-
fect companion for many shade loving perennials,
especially if they are planted in fertile soil with
ample moisture.

Like other perennials, Hostas need a period of
dormancy to succeed, so they will do well in our
climate, and down to Zone 8 or so. Most varieties
are grown for their foliage only; I find it funny that
some gardeners snip off the flowers as they begin

Please see GARDEN, page 7

Dear Wanting to Claim:

I’m afraid that what you’ve read is correct —
it is mandatory for you to take Medicare Part A
(inpatient hospitalization coverage) when receiving
Social Security benefits after age 65. Medicare
Part A is free to you and even though you are still
covered under your employer’s creditable high
deductible healthcare plan and can delay taking
Medicare Part B, you must take Medicare Part A to
collect Social Security after 65. Medicare and your
employer’s plan will coordinate healthcare benefit
payments.

That does, however, also mean your Health
Savings Account will be affected because, as you
have found, Medicare will backdate your Part A
coverage by six months. And because Part A is not
a high deductible plan (a requirement for HSA),
any contributions you make after the effective
date of Part A will be subject to an IRS penalty,
and your HSA contributions won’t be considered
tax-exempt. This will mean the IRS will likely
assess a 6% excise tax on any contributions made
after your Part A effective date and you’ll need to
pay income tax on those contributions.

What you may wish to consider is stopping your
HSA contributions now and waiting an additional
six months or so to claim your Social Security ben-
efits (to get beyond the HSA penalty phase). This
would have the advantage of avoiding the IRS pen-

Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 7

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must authenticate
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the
right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed
to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com. The
deadline for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Turley Election Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested
races are asked to submit their
statements to the editor to
include only biographical and
campaign platform details. Total
word count for statements is
limited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please include
a photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters
will appear in the final edition
before the election. We reserve
the right to edit all statements
of candidacy and letters to the
editor to meet our guidelines.
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Senate passes supplemental funding for emergency shelters

Balances fiscal responsibility
to taxpayers with
moral responsibility

BOSTON—On Feb. 12, 2025 the
Massachusetts Senate passed legislation to
allocate $425 million to support emergency
housing assistance for unhoused fami-
lies across the Commonwealth. The
bill adds cost controls and report-
ing mechanisms to ensure the state
responsibly uses taxpayer dollars,
while continuing to fund a system
that serves Massachusetts mothers,
fathers, and children in crisis.

The bill, S.16, will provide
safe shelter and supportive services
for unhoused families, establish eligibility
requirements and time-limited benefits, and
ensure program accountability to help protect
Massachusetts residents.

“Today we struck a balance between our
fiscal responsibility to Massachusetts taxpay-
ers, and our moral obligation to moms, dads,
and kids who are in a difficult moment,”
said Senate President Karen E. Spilka
(D-Ashland). “We prioritize Massachusetts
families in need, ensure transparency in the
program, and lay the groundwork for long-
term solutions to homelessness. I thank Chair
Rodrigues, and each of the members of the
Senate, for their collaboration and contribu-
tions to this legislation.”

“I’'m pleased that the Senate has passed
this supplemental budget to provide funding
and further clarify supportive services for
unhoused families in the Commonwealth,”

said Senator Michael J. Rodrigues
(D-Westport), Chair of the Senate Committee
on Ways and Means. “The Senate has largely
concurred with the House in making these
important but necessary changes to the fam-
ily shelter system. These adjustments will
allow for families to transfer out of these
temporary housing units more readily, con-
tinue our track of providing sustainable
employment, and provide a glide
path for exiting the system.
This bill strikes a balance by
supporting families in crisis,
while responsibly managing
taxpayer dollars as we redou-
ble our efforts to move the EA
shelter system towards a fis-
cally sustainable future. Going
forward, this legislation also puts
more stringent reporting requirements from
the Administration, so the Legislature can
continue to track and monitor the EA shelter
program.”

“Our Commonwealth’s Emergency
Assistance (EA) shelter system is designed
to provide families facing homelessness
across the state a feasible pathway to regain
stable housing,” said Senator Adam Gomez
(D-Springfield). “This piece of legislation
bolsters our critical EA shelter system infra-
structure while also maintaining our respon-
sibility to taxpayers. I'm proud to collaborate
with my colleagues in the Senate to deliver
sound policy for some of our most vulnerable
residents.”

The legislation enhances the existing resi-
dency requirements for families in the shelter
system, ensuring assistance is received by
those who are Massachusetts residents.

Those in shelter would be able to stay for
up to six months, and those families with
young children, a pregnant person late in
their pregnancy, or in other vulnerable cir-
cumstances, would be able to receive hard-
ship exemptions to increase their length of
stay. The bill requires verification of personal
details to confirm that shelter residents are
eligible for benefits.

The legislation ensures fiscal responsibility
by including new guidelines for implementa-
tion of the shelter system intended to control
costs and increase safety. It funds temporary
respite sites for families in crisis for up to 30
days and requires adult applicants for emer-
gency housing assistance to disclose prior
criminal convictions before placement into
housing. The bill would also limit or exclude
individuals with serious crimes from receiv-
ing assistance.

In line with the Administration’s goal to
reduce reliance on hotels and motels, the
Senate’s legislation caps the number of fam-
ilies in shelters at 4,000 families, beginning
on December 31, 2025, and requires that the
administration submit biweekly reports to
the legislature on the number of families in
shelter. The bill phases out the use of hotels
and motels for emergency housing by the end
of this year and requires a report on strategies
to prevent homelessness and promote stable
rehousing.

A previous version of this bill having
passed the House of Representatives, the two
branches will now reconcile the differences
between the bills before sending it to the
Governor’s desk.

Tim Drost and family
launch Go Green Home
Performance

BELCHERTOWN—Tim Drost, a sea-
soned industry veteran and owner of
Window World of Western Massachusetts,
is excited to announce the launch of Go
Green Home Performance. This new ven-
ture is a natural extension of Drost’s com-
mitment to providing exceptional home
improvement services to the Western
Massachusetts community.

Tim and his family— Anna, Nick,
Grace, and Lanea—are deeply involved in
every aspect of the business. From initial
consultations to final installations, they
are dedicated to providing personalized
service and ensuring customer satisfac-
tion. Their hands-on approach and com-
mitment to quality make Go Green Home
Performance a trusted name in the indus-
try.

Go Green Home Performance offers a
wide range of energy-efficient services,
including:

Spray Foam Insulation

Fiberglass Insulation

Mineral Wool Home Insulation

Foamular XPS Insulation

The Drost family provides personalized
service and high-quality workmanship. Its
team of experienced professionals is com-
mitted to exceeding customer expectations.

About Go Green Home Performance
Go Green Home Performance is a fami-
ly-owned and operated business dedicated
to helping homeowners improve the energy
efficiency and comfort of their homes. With
a focus on sustainability and customer
satisfaction, they offer a range of ener-
gy-saving solutions. For more information,
GoGreenFoamlInsulation.com.

GARDEN from page 6

to form, saying that it actually takes away
from the look of the plant.

There are so many types to choose from
and in colors ranging from grass-green to yel-
low and even blue-gray! Some are variegated
or splashed with color.

Leaf sizes range from minuscule to huge!
One pest that loves Hosta leaves is the slug.
To lessen their interest in the plant, be sure to
remove decomposing foliage.

Use any number of traps, homemade or
otherwise to keep your plants damage free.

And the last fate-filled topic is: Chile pep-
pers! There are all kinds of hot peppers out
there for the gardener to experiment with.
You might think that growing instructions
may differ for fire-hot peppers, but they are
grown in the same manner as regular bell
peppers.

Start the seeds inside, or purchase trans-
plants. Warm the soil ahead of installing the

plants, and don’t overdue it fertility-wise.
Provide supplemental water if the summer
gets droughty.

Harvest when the peppers turn color, and
do so wearing gloves being ever mindful not
to touch your eyes. I had always heard that
a milk bath should help ease the sting of an
accidental burn; others say ingesting starchy
food does the trick.

Well, I hope this unconventional column
was an enjoyable read. It’s never too late to
pull out a reference book or two for some
interesting factoids.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts. For 33 years she
has held the position of staff horticulturist at
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.

CLUES AGROSS

1. Tropical Asian plant

5. Yankees’ slugger
Judge

10. Helps to preserve
food

12. Plant disease

14. One who predicts

16. Equally

18. Burundian franc

19. Pouch

20. Arizona city

22. Surround

23. Hard, heavy timber

25. Witnessed

26.They __

27. French river

28. A way to drink

30. Small constellation

31. Peruse a written
work

33. Type of hound

35. Plant of the
goosefoot family

37. Evade or escape

38. A way to confine

40. Volcanic crater

41, Weekday

42. Women’s service
organization (abbr.)

44. Local area network

45. Sensory receptor

48. Posted

50. Tibetan pastry

52. Licensed for Wall
Street

53. Very willing

55. Golf score

56. Consume

57. Touchdown

58. Tends to remind

63. In a way, smoothed

65. Poke holes in the
ground

66. Herbaceous plants

67. Taiwanese river

CLUES DOWN
1. Body art
2. Boxing’s GOAT
3. Film for posterity
(abbr.)
4, Prayer
5. Calculating machine
6. Keyboard key
7. Qutburst
8. Man-eating giants
9. New Hampshire
10. Type of sword
11. Counting

27. Expressed pleasure

29. Song of praise

32. Shock treatment

34. Patti Hearst’s captors

35. Counteract

36. Goes over again

39. Popular Dodge truck

40. Male adult

43. A part of a river where
the current is very fast

44. Rope used to lasso

46. Become less intense

47. Subway rodent

13. Pants style 49. Lead alloy

15. Political action 51. Japanese honorific
committee title

17.U.S. government 54, Advise someone
legislative branch 59. Famous NYC museum

18. Civil Rights Act 60. Ocean
component 61. Cathode-ray tube

21. Contractors take one  62. Cologne

23. Spanish soldier 64. It starts with these

24. A person’s brother or two

sister

SOCIAL SECURITY from page 6

alty on your HSA contributions and would
also increase your Social Security benefit
due to Delayed Retirement Credits. You earn
DRCs at the rate of .677% for each month
beyond your FRA that you wait to claim,
which means an SS benefit about 4% higher
if you wait six months longer to claim SS.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security

ANNOUS
JEWELERS.

Administration or any other governmental
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the National Social
Security Association To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC.
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Rams stay perfect at home

Riley Goodhind looks to head up the
court.

Gavier Fernandez makes his way up
the court.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—With a couple of
former players watching from the
bleachers, the current members of
the Granby boys’ basketball team
managed to stay undefeated at
home this season.

Led by senior Gavier Fernandez
Jr., the Rams improved to a per-
fect 8-0 at Sullivan Gymnasium
this winter following a hard fought
52-44 non-league victory over rival
South Hadley, last Monday night
(Feb.10).

“My guys always get very excited
whenever we face South Hadley.
This is a very big home win for
us,” said Granby head coach Dylan
Dubuc. “We also always have a lot
of support from our fans whenever
we play here.”

Fernandez, who was in foul trou-
ble almost the entire game, scored
16 of his game-high 20 points

against the Tigers during the first
half. Senior Riley Goodhind scored
eight of his 10 points for the home
team after halftime.

The last opponent to walk into
Sullivan Gymnasium and beat the
Rams was the Ware Indians, who
posted a 55-49 victory on January
8, 2024.

Last Monday’s contest was also
the first time that the Rams defeated
the Tigers on the hardwood since
they celebrated a 63-53 victory
at South Hadley High School on
February 17, 2022.

Dubuc graduated from South
Hadley High School twenty years
ago. He was a captain of the Tigers
boys’ basketball team as a junior
and senior. He also played tennis in
high school.

Dubuc’s father, Paul, is the long-
time South Hadley girls’ varsity
basketball coach.

Please see RAMS, page 9
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Raymond D Colon goes for a rebound.

Sawyer Clark looks to pass under
pressure.

Cody Breault goes for the three-
point shot.
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Girls basketball closes |
out season with win

GRANBY - Last Tuesday night,
the Granby High School girls bas-
ketball team clinched a state tour-
nament spot with a win against
Ludlow 52-34. Brenna Moreno
led the Rams with 18 points while

the layup.
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Kalli White scored 16 points.
Granby was 9-9 and was scheduled
to face McCann Tech in the open-
ing of the Western Mass. Class D
Tournament. The state tournament
will begin play next week.
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Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Brenna Moreno fights to shoot.

Lions
scored
huge win
to make
tourney

WORCESTER - Last
Saturday evening, Ludlow got
a hat trick from Nick Deroin
and rode that to a 5-1 win
over Saint Paul’s of Worcester.
The win brought the Lions
over .500 at 8-7-4 and guar-
anteed the Lions a spot in the
state tournament. Ludlow is in
its first season as a co-op pro-
gram with Belchertown and the
team is looking forward to an
appearance in the state tourna-
ment next week. Ludlow also
got goals in the Saint Paul win
from William Mitus and Tannar
Severyn. Donald Rogers made
24 saves.

Kalli White follows through on the
layup.

Pioneers finish with one of best records in team history

Desiree Croteau eyes the hoop with
a low dribble.

Addison Doktor passes out of the
paint.

PALMER - Last week, despite
a setback against Sci-Tech, the
Pathfinder girls basketball team
rebounded to defeat Hampden
Charter 52-36 and finish with an
overall record of 15-3. Its one of
the best marks the girls basket-
ball team has ever had. Earlier this
week, the Pioneers were set to par-
ticipate in the Western Mass. Class
C Tournament, taking on Lee High
School on the road in the quarter-
finals. The Pioneers will also get
to take part in the state tournament,
which begins next week.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Taylor Allen fights to keep the ball.

Megan Clark looks to shoot.
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Railers take care of Americans

ALLEN, TX — The Worcester
Railers HC (23-20-2-4 52pts) beat
the Allen Americans (13-27-7-2,
35pts), on Sunday afternoon by
a final score of 3-1 in front of a
crowd of 3,144 at the Credit Union
of Texas Event Center. The Railers
are back on the ice next at the
North Charleston Coliseum taking
on the South Carolina Stingrays on
Wednesday, February 16th at 10:30
a.m. EST.

Worcester got the scoring start-
ed as they tacked on the first three
goals of the game in the first peri-
od. The first came from Jordan
Kaplan (1-0-1), followed by Tyler
Kobryn (1-0-1) and it was Lincoln
Hatten (1-0-1) who finished off the
first period trifecta. Brayden Watts
(1-0-1) scored the first goal for

Allen on the power play 11:35 into
the second period making it 3-1.
Neither team would net one in the
third period leading us to the 3-1
Worcester win.

For the second time in the week-
end series the Railers jumped out
to a 3-0 first period lead. Jordan
Kaplan (16th) started the scoring
party 11:21 into the first period.
Tyler Kobryn (4th) followed up
Kaplan 15:06 into the first, and
it was Lincoln Hatten (5th) who
scored the third Worcester goal in
the period giving them a command-
ing 3-0 lead heading into the sec-
ond. Shots favored Worcester 16-4
in the first period.

Allen had three power play
opportunities in the second period,
it was not until the third power play

that they grabbed their first goal
of the night. It was Brayden Watts
(17th) who cut the Railers lead to
two. Watts had the only goal of the
period, giving Worcester a 3-1 lead
heading into the third period. Shots
favored Allen 17-10 in the second
period.

Despite a 5-on-3 power play
chance for Worcester as well as
an Allen power play chance nei-
ther team was able to cash in on
their respective opportunities. The
scoreless period led to a 3-1 final,
with Worcester walking away with
the series sweep over the Allen
Americans. Allen outshot Worcester
16-8 in the third, and 37-34 in the
game.

HoopHall
announces
award
winners

SPRINGFIELD - The
Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame announced the recipients
of the 2025 Curt Gowdy Media
Award and John Bunn Lifetime
Achievement Award at NBA All-
Star Weekend.

Legendary Detroit Pistons
play-by-play announcer George
Blaha, renowned CBS ana-
lyst Clark Kellogg, veteran wom-
en’s basketball writer Michelle
Smith, and influential NBA jour-
nalist Adrian Wojnarowski are
the 2025 Curt Gowdy Media
Award recipients. Boston Celtics
long-time Vice President of
Media and Alumni Relations Jeff
Twiss is the recipient of the
2025 John W. Bunn Lifetime
Achievement Award.

The Curt Gowdy Media Award
is named in honor of the late Curt
Gowdy, a legendary sports broad-
caster and former Hall of Fame
Board member and President.
This prestigious award is present-
ed to members of the print, elec-
tronic, and transformative media
whose efforts have made a signif-
icant contribution to the game of
basketball.

The Bunn Lifetime
Achievement Award was insti-
tuted by the Basketball Hall of
Fame’s Board of Trustees in 1973
and is the most prestigious award
presented by the Hall of Fame
outside of Enshrinement. Named
in honor of Hall of Famer John
W. Bunn (Class of 1964), the first
chairman of the Basketball Hall
of Fame Committee who served
from 1949-64, the award honors
coaches, players, and contribu-
tors whose outstanding accom-
plishments have impacted the
high school, college, profession-
al, and/or the international game.

Blaha, Kellogg, Smith,
Wojnarowski, and Twiss will
be recognized for their contri-
butions to basketball during the
Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame Enshrinement Weekend
on September 5-6. For further
details, including ticket informa-
tion, visit hoophall.com/events/
enshrinement-2025.

THIS MARCH
HELP ASSIST!

Pelham Auto is donating $5.00
for every car they service
in support of the
Empty Bowls
event.

Stop in
or call to
schedule your
appointment
today!
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Amherst
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T-Birds suffer one-goal
loss to Rockford

ROCKFORD, III. The
Springfield Thunderbirds (23-19-
2-3) suffered a second straight
gut-wrenching loss in the clos-
ing moments, falling 4-3 to the
Rockford IceHogs (19-22-5-1) on
Saturday night inside the BMO
Center.

Things got off to a rocky start for
the T-Birds, who fell behind 1-0
just 64 seconds into the game after
a misplayed puck wound up on the
tape of Joey Anderson inside the
right-wing circle. Anderson made
no mistake in snapping it through
Colten Ellis on the stick side, giving
Rockford the 1-0 advantage.

Ellis solidified things over the
next 15 minutes, turning away
the next nine IceHogs attempts
while the T-Birds struggled to find
offense. Finally, a pair of Rockford
penalties afforded Springfield a
4-on-3 power play, and Matt Luff
unleashed a perfect wrist shot that
squeaked past Ben Gaudreau’s
blocker to tie the game, 1-1, at
18:17.

Springfield’s momentum would
not last long, though, and just 32
seconds later, Brett Seney picked
off a loose puck in the high slot
and quickly wristed a try under
the crossbar to restore the IceHogs
lead, 2-1, heading into the intermis-
sion.

Anderson’s hot hand carried over
into the early stages of the second,
as he found a gap through the five-

hole of Ellis to make it a 3-1 score
at 5:19 of the middle stanza.

Through the opening 30 minutes
of play, the T-Birds had managed
just six shots on goal. However,
the visitors clawed their way back,
beginning with Illinois native Hugh
McGing tucking home a rebound
outside the blue paint at 12:55 to
cut the Rockford lead to 3-2.

Dylan Peterson thought he had
brought the T-Birds back even when
he shuffled a loose puck across the
goal line just over a minute later,
but the call was changed to no-goal
after the referees congregated.
Nevertheless, Springfield pressed
on, and on the next shift, Matthew
Peca punched home a rebound off
an Alek Kaskimaki shot, and the
game was deadlocked at the 14:56
mark of the second.

Ellis and Gaudreau did their
part to lock things down from that
point, as the two netminders kept
the score locked in the 3-3 stale-
mate into the game’s final minutes.
Unfortunately for Springfield, they
succumbed to a late game-winner
for a second straight game when
Andreas Athanasiou broke up the
ice in a 2-on-1 with Anderson and
tucked a backhander around Ellis
to win it for Rockford with just
1:59 left in the third. Ellis suffered
only his second loss in his last 11
starts, and the Springfield goalie
also saw his five-game win streak
get snapped in the process.

Four-time NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour champion Justin
Bonsignore opened his 2025
NASCAR season with a third-
place finish in the Whelen
Modified Tour opener at New
Smyrna Speedway last Saturday
night. Now, his eyes will turn to
the World Center of Racing.

Bonsignore will make his sec-
ond career NASCAR Xfinity
Series start for Joe Gibbs Racing in
Saturday’s United Rentals 300 at
Daytona International Speedway.

The New York native made
his Xfinity Series debut in 2024
with Joe Gibbs Racing at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway and
ran inside the top-five for a long
portion of the race. He also com-

Justin Bonsignore scores
third-place finish in opener

peted in the ARCA Menards Series
event at Daytona in 2024, his only
Superspeedway experience leading
into this weekend.

“Running the ARCA race
at Daytona certainly helps a bit
with the learning curve of a
Superspeedway and the drafting,”
Bonsignore said. “The Joe Gibbs
Racing team and Toyota have
proven over the years they have
incredibly fast cars. I'm excited
to get out there in practice and
learn as much as possible in our
No. 19 M3 Technology, USNE
Power, Toyota GR Supra. I know
our goal will be to get to the end of
the race with a shot... that’s about
all you can ask for at a place like
Daytona.”

GRANBY - The Friends of
the Granby Free Public Library
is hosting a special scholarship
program for high school students
that are making their way towards
higher education.

The awards are given to stu-
dents who have demonstrated aca-
demic achievement and communi-
ty service through volunteer work
at the library, and eligible students
are required to be high school
seniors graduating this spring and
wither reside in Granby or attend

Friends put together library
scholarship program

the Granby Schools.

The minimum GPA required for
consideration is a 2.5, and the stu-
dent’s community service record
must also be included, with a min-
imun of 45 logged library volun-
teer hours completed during per
each junior and senior year.

Students must submit their
scholarship application and
essay, whuch can be found on the
library’s website, www.granbyli-
brary.com, and must be submitted
by the deadline of May 1, 2025.

BELCHERTOWN/GRANBY
— Local charitable organization
Nick’s Waves of Change is hold-
ing a special scholarship program
of $1,000 towards college for two
students.

Nick’s Waves of Change was
created for Nicholas R. Boileau
who passed away from acute
myeloid leukemia in 2021, and
in his memory, the organiza-
tion strives to create “waves of
change” throughout the commu-
nity.

Local nonprofit offers $1,000
scholarship to high school seniors

One student from Nick’s alma
mater, Belchertown High School,
and one to another high school
senior in Western Massachusetts
that matches the qualifications
will receive the scholarship.

The application can be found on
their website, www.nickswavesof-
change.org under the “Scholarship
Opportnities” tab, as well as
requirements for the grant award.
Applications are due to be com-
pleted by April 17, 2025.

RAMS from page 8

Chris Gerber is the Tigers boys’
varsity basketball coach.

“Chris is one of my mentors and
he’s an unbelievable basketball
coach,” Dylan Dubuc said. “He’s
someone that pushed me to become
both a teacher and a coach when I
was younger. It’s always a lot of fun
competing against his teams.”

Gerber also has a tremendous
amount of respect for Dubuc.

“Dylan is one of the best bas-
ketball coaches in Western Mass.,”
Gerber said. “His team is very good
this year. I’'m hoping that they win
the Western Mass. Class C title. My
team just didn’t play very well in
tonight’s game.”

The two head coaches weren’t
very thrilled with how the game
was officiated by the two referees,
who called a total of 36 personal
fouls.

—
——,

PELHANM AUTO SERVICE

1315 Federal St., Belchertown « 253-9302

Fernandez scored nine of his
points during the first quarter,
which helped the Rams build a
16-11 lead.

With 3:30 remaining in the first
half, South Hadley sophomore
Noah Hambley (12 points) capped
off a 12-2 run by sinking a 3-point-
er from the top of the key, which
gave the Tigers a 23-21 lead.

South Hadley’s leading scorer
in the road game was senior Jack
Loughrey with 19 points.

The Tigers only other scorers
against the Rams were sophomores
Tim Loughrey (11 points), and
Chase Pecia (2 points).

The Rams quickly retook the lead
following back-to-back lay-ups
from junior Raymond D. Colon (8
points) and Fernandez.

Granby held a slim 26-25 advan-
tage at halftime.

During the first five minutes of
the third quarter, South Hadley put

Location:

Location:

together a 10-0 run giving them a
36-28 advantage. Jack Loughrey
scored half of his team points
during that stretch.

With five minutes remaining in
regulation, South Hadley held a
42-40 lead.

After Granby tied the score
for the final time, Colon buried a
3-pointer from the right side.

“The 3-pointer by Ray in the
fourth quarter was probably the big-
gest shot that he’s made in the two
years he’s been playing for the var-
sity team,” Dubuc said. “That was
the difference maker for us.”

A reverse lay-up by Jack
Loughrey did cut the Tigers deficit
to one point before the Rams scored
the final seven points of the game.

Granby, who closed out the reg-
ular season with a 64-53 home win
against Hopkins Academy two
nights later, entered the Western
Mass. Class C Tournament with a

14-4 overall record.

The top-seeded Rams didn’t
have very much trouble dispatching
eighth-seeded Hampden Charter,
97-66, in a quarterfinal home game,
last Friday night. They were sched-
uled to host fourth-seeded Mahar
Regional in the semifinals on
Tuesday night.

South Hadley also finished the
regular season with a 14-4 over-
all record. They got back into the
win column with an 80-45 home
win against Hoosac Valley, last
Wednesday might.

South Hadley senior Jack
Loughrey, who had a team-high 19
points in the loss at Granby, scored
his 1,000th career points against
Hoosac Valley.

The third-seeded Tigers also
squeaked out a 68-64 home victory
versus sixth-seeded Greenfield in
the Western Mass. Class B quarter-
finals, last Friday night.

Team Mass Boys & Girls
AAU Basketball Tryouts

Cost: $30 Covers both tryouts (players get t-shirt)
AAU card $25 (purchase on our website, we’ll pull them)

Tryout # 1: February 22, 2025
Tantasqua Jr High School (320 Brookfield Road, Fiskdale, MA)
* Boys Grades 4th-6th 8:30 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

* Boys Grades 7th & 8th 9:45 a.m. - 10:55 a.m.

* Boys Grades 9th-12th 11 a.m. - 12:10 p.m.

* Girls Grades 4th-6th 12:15 p.m. - 1:25 p.m.

* Girls Grades 7th-8th 1:30 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

* Girls Grades 9th-12th 2:45 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Tryout # 2: March 1, 2025
Oxford High School (100 Carbuncle Drive, Oxford, MA)

* Boys Grades & Girls Grades 4th-6th (9 a.m. - 10:25 a.m.)
* Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th (10:30 a.m. - 11:55 a.m.)

* Boys and Girls Grades 9th-12th (12 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.)

Pre Register/pay on website: teammassbasketball.com
Questions Email: teammassbasketball@gmail.com or call 413-539-1548
ARU affiliated club for over 25 years!
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

TWO VINTAGE ARCTIC CATS, 73
Panther, 75 Puma. Both have 440 engines.
Need a little TLC. $500 each. 413-768-
7226.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured.
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call Se-
cure Storage at 413-800-6278 for your
free month.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
MAIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician,
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES
Home improvements, restorations, reno-
vations. Fully insuredd. HIC license. (413)
668-6685.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors,
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION

FADER’S FITNESS
“We can always work something out”

Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and
static exercise. Fully certified in personal
training and nutrition and insured in the
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

BUY
LOCALLY

suppoht ouh co |

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment |- >

PROVIEER

Personal & Small Business

= ||

AX

A 13-BAB8B-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
‘ﬁ 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e
= www.FastTax-MA.com IRS
Free E-File & Direct Deposit o

-]
=

B

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200.
Quality work. References available. Dave
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin———

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
f DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 | 2 | 28 | 24 it
L Beiznso| 26 Beizane | 27 Beetzosa| 28 ]
2 Betsnso| 30 B | 31 By | 32 ]
33 Bt | 34 B ang0 | 39 Beetssa| 38 4]
37 Besgan | 38 Beano0 | 39 Bt 40 ]
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

oy
BROOKFIELD

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

(0]

ABLE

CASH
JUN

AND REPA

CARS

FREE TOWING

FAST SERVIC
CASH PAID AS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

COA COORDINATOR
Westhampton. Description available online
at www.westhamptonma.gov. Appli-
cations accepted until position filled.

for Town of

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

SEASONAL SPRING
& SUMMER VACANCIES:
ADMISSIONS &
CONCESSIONS WORKERS
ASSISTANT CAMP DIRECTOR
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL UMPIRES
SUMMER BASKETBALL
SCOREKEEPERS
CAMP DIRECTOR
CAMP COUNSELORS
FENWAY GOLF
PROGRAM COUNSELORS
JUNIOR CAMP COUNSELORS
LIFEGUARDS

Looking for several reliable seasonal em-
ployees. For application and more informa-
tion please visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Application deadline 3/21/2025. EOE

Worthington Police
Department
Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time
Police Officer.

Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess
a valid driver’s license. They should also
have a high school diploma/GED, license
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts
Municipal Police Training Committee and
be POST certified.

This is a benefited position with a salary
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.

The successful candidate shall be highly
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or
near Worthington.

This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief.

Send letter of interest, resume and
three references with relevant
contact information to:
Worthington Police Department
P.0O. Box 247
Worthington, MA 01098
Or via email to:
sbhoard@worthington-ma.us
Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed
until the position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get resuits!
Call 413-283-8393
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| PUBLIC NOTICES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No. HS25P0053EA
Estate of:
Blanchette E. Parmenter
Also known as:
Blanchette Parmenter,
Blanchette Eaton Parmenter
Date of Death: 07/31/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Sandra J. Henry of
Savannah, GA requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Sandra J. Henry of Savannah,
GA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objec-
tion at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 03/12/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objec-
tion followed by an affidavit of
objections within thirty (30)
days of the return day, action
may be taken without further
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Represen-tative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-

ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration
WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of
this Court.
Date: February 03, 2025
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
02/20/2025

Notice of
Planning Board Hearing
Relative to Proposed
Zoning By-law Amendments

Pursuant to MGL c.40A, §5

The Belchertown Planning
Board will hold a public hearing
to discuss proposed amendments
to the town’s zoning by-laws.
The public hearing will be held
both remotely and in person as
follows:

Select Board Meeting Room,
Lawrence Memorial Hall

2 Jabish Street, Belchertown

March 11, 2025

7:05 pm

Remote access information

from your computer, tablet or
smartphone.
https://meet.goto.
com/173538941
You can also dial in using your
phone.
United States:
+1 (408) 650-3123

Access Code: 173-538-941

The subject matter of the pro-
posed amendments is:

1. To amend §145-2, Defini-
tions, to add a definition for Con-
tractor’s Yard.

2. To amend §145-68, Board of
Appeals, to clarify.

3. To amend §145-2, Defini-
tions, to delete the existing defi-
nition for Accessory Apartment
and replace it with a new defini-
tion entitled Accessory Dwelling
Unit.

4. To delete entirely §145-29.1
Accessory Apartments, and re-
place it with a new §145-29.1 Ac-
cessory Dwelling Units (ADU).

The complete text relative to
the proposed amendments are
available for inspection during
regular business hours at the
Town Clerk’s office and the Plan-
ning Board office and at mass-
publicnotices.org
02/20, 02/27/2025

i OBITUARIES

Tracey Lynn (Noble) Johnson

Tracey Lynn (Noble) Johnson, age 66,

passed away surrounded by her

family on Monday, Feb. 3, 2025.
She was born Dec. 1, 1958 in
Holyoke, MA, and was a 1976
graduate of Granby High School.
She married William Johnson
in 1977. Together they opened
Pleasant Street Auto/Hampshire
Towing, a small body shop with
towing in Granby that grew into a
multi-faceted business employing
about 80 people. Tracey ran the

office for many years. Even though health is-
sues limited her ability to spend hours in the
office, she still did the banking and partici-
pated in decision making operations with her

husband and two sons.

Her greatest love was her family: husband
Bill Johnson; son Robert with Jennifer Harris
and granddaughter, Josephine; and son David

ciation @ lung.org.

Denise O. (Grondin) Cote

With great sorrow, we announce the passing  dren, each a precious gem in her life.

of Denise O. (Grondin) Cote, who
peacefully passed away surrounded
by her family on Feb. 10, 2025, at
Mercy Medical Center. Born on
June 5, 1941, in Drummondyville,
Quebec, Canada. She spent her
teenage years living in Holyoke
then moved to the Indian Orchard
section of Springfield, then raised
her family in Chicopee, then and
moved to Granby before settling
down in Belchertown.

Denise was the beloved daughter of
Armand and Cecile (Fugere) Grondin, who
preceded her in death, along with her sis-
ter Claudette Fontaine and her devoted hus-
band, Nil Cote. Denise is survived by her chil-
dren: Christianne Pare and husband Robert
of Belchertown; Rene Cote and wife Lynne
of Granby; Mario Cote and wife Ellen of
Belchertown; and Nancy Shaw and husband
Alan of Granby. Her living legacy extends to
her sisters, Lise Mongeon, Colette Turgeon,
and Carole Roy, all residents of Belchertown.
Denise’s nurturing spirit lives on through her
11 grandchildren—Vanessa, Kyle, Olivia,
Melissa, Shaun, Sarah, Marc, Theresa, Jake,

Charline Lina (LaPlant, Lloyd) Oelfke

SHIRLEY, MA / SARASOTA, FL:
Charline Lina (LaPlant, Lloyd) Oelfke,
82, of Sarasota, Florida, formerly of
Shirley and Townsend, Massachusetts,
died Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2025 at Tidewell
Hospice House, Sarasota.

Charline was born in Portland, Maine,
Oct. 28, 1942, the daughter of John and
Willa (Glidden) LaPlant and resided
in Shirley for twenty five years before
moving to Sarasota, Florida five years

Denise lived a life enriched by
love, faith, and family. A devoted
homemaker, Denise’s true calling
was caring deeply for her family, a
dedication evident in every gather-
ing. She was happiest in the com-
pany of her family and her beloved
Her faith was a bedrock of
her life as a communicant of St.
Francis Church, formerly of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
in Granby. Denise was a member
of the Daughters of the Nile and her past
involvement with the Red Hats Society.

Friends and family were invited to pay their
respects at the Beers & Story Belchertown
Funeral Home during calling hours on
Wednesday, Feb. 19, from 9 to 11 a.m. follow-
ing calling hours there was a Funeral Mass at
11:30 a.m. at St. Francis Church. Burial took
place at West Cemetery in Granby.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made in Denise’s honor to either
St. Jude’s Hospital for Children or Shriners

dogs.

Hospital.

dearly.

with Samantha Hodgman. They brought her
years of enjoyment and laughter.
She especially loved the days of
the week she, Grammy, cared for
her granddaughter, Josephine.

She became known as Ma J
to so many of her employees,
especially to Christian, Derrick,
Emma, and Matt.

Tracey is survived by one
brother Clark Noble, sister-in-law
Kathy, and brother-in-law Ron
Richard, numerous nieces and
nephews and cousins. She was predeceased
by her parents Robert and Harriet (Clark)
Noble, her sister Sandra (Noble) Richard,
and her brother Jerald Noble.

Services were private per Tracey’s wishes.
In Lieu of flowers, a donation can be made in
Tracey’s honor to the American Lung Asso-

May Denise O. Cote rest in eternal peace,
forever remembered by those who loved her

DEATH NOTICES

Denise O. (Grondin)
Cote

Died Feb. 10, 2025
Services Feb. 19, 2025
Beers & Story
Belchertown Funeral
Home

Charline Lina (LaPlant,
Lloyd) Oelfke

Died Feb. 4, 2025
Services in Spring
Anderson Funeral Home

Tracey Lynn (Noble)
Johnson

Died Feb. 3, 2025
Services are private.

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.
Exceptions will be made
only when the family

provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

MA and Merrimack, NH for
over ten years. She was an
accomplished photographer,
seamstress, painter, and
pianist, who also enjoyed
white water kayaking and
community theater. One of

her greatest joys was her gardens. She
was well known in the local area for her
iris and day lily displays and the many
gardens she and John enjoyed building,

She leaves her husband
of 32 years, John S. Oelfke;
two sons, Andrew Piccolo of
Georgia, Christopher Lloyd
of Belchertown; a daughter,
Gwenyth Lloyd of Bristol, UK
her brother, John LaPlant of

Newport RI, and seven grandchildren,
Abigail Piccolo, Nicholas Piccolo, Eli
Lloyd-Hamilton, Arden Lloyd, Walter
Lloyd, Claire Lloyd and William Lloyd.

She was predeceased by her sister,
Lucille McMahon of Watertown.

Funeral services for Charline will be
held in the spring.

The Anderson Funeral Home, 25
Fitchburg Road, Ayer is assisting the
family with arrangements. www.ander-
sonfuneral.com.

growing and maintaining together over
the years.

Her other great love was singing. She
was a member of a number of musical
endeavors, but was most proud of being
part of the Nashoba Chorale and the
Vespers Chorus Christmas concerts at
the Shirley Meeting House.

PUBLIC NOTICES agoC.harline grew up in Falmouth,
ARE NOW ONLINE

Maine and graduated from Falmouth
High School. She continued her edu-
Email all notices to notices@turley.com

cation at Museum of Fine Arts School
in Boston and later at Fitchburg State
College where she received her BA
in Elementary Education. She later
attended Mount Wachusett
Community College,
achieving a Certificate in
Graphic Design.

Charline worked in the
Marketing Department
at Digital Equipment
Corporation in Marlboro,

Access archives and digital tear sheets by
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

« Monuments & Cemetery Lettering « 707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
« Civic Memorials & Custom Designs « www. DorseyMemorials.com
You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

BUSINESS SERVICE

R E C€ T O R Y

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171
Federal St., Belchertown. 413-
323-6012. Great cuts for men
and women. A full service hair
salon. Open Tue-Sat., evening
hours available.

BELL & HUDSON INSUR-
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 North
Main St., Belchertown, MA
01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 800-
894-9591. Fax 413-323-6117.
Home, auto, life, commercial,
group health.

\

AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com-
plete Auto Body, Paint & Repair”
auto glass, computerized paint
matching, also routine car
maintenance. Free estimates.
Old Springfield Road,
Belchertown.

413-323-6664.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories, PC
Diagnostic Repairs and
Upgrades, On Site Work, Home
or Office. 40 Daniel Shays
Highway. 413-323-1122. John
Alix, Owner.

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

ROBERTS ROOFS CO.,
INC. Trusted name since
1982. Commercial, industrial,
residential. Specializing in
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat roofing.
Snow Removal. Fully licensed.
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING, INC.
Snow plows, sanders, sales
& service, hydraulic hoses &
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer
repairs, welding, fabrication,
lawnmower repairs. 330
Harkness Road, Amherst
413-253-4867.

BOYDEN & PERRON INC.
Sales and service, Toro,
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered,
Residential and Commercial.
41 South Whitney Street,
Amherst, since 1956. Call
today. 253-7358.

PLUMBING SERVICES

D.F. PLUMBING &
MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS
are now offering plumbing
services to Belchertown and
surrounding town. Scheduling
appointments Monday-Friday, 8
am to 4pm. Call 413-323-9966.
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TO AERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393
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L&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

‘ .‘ 'r'

INSURED AND CERTIFIED




