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BELCHERTOWN – There are 
many worthy causes that war-
rant a jump into freezing water 
on a cold day, and it is this com-
mitment to such an uncomfort-
able situation that truly makes a 
difference.

Over the weekend, Saturday 
was a brisk 27 degrees, and the 
water in the Mobile Plunge was 
a staggering 12 degrees, but 
people came together for one 
reason: to jump in to raise funds 
for the Special Olympics. 

The Massachusetts Special 
Olympics came to Belchertown 
to hold a Polar Plunge for the 
first time, and it was a great suc-
cess, raising just over $8,000 for 
the organization. 

The Special Olympics is 
dedicated to provided sporting 
opportunities to individuals with 
intellectual disabilities, in order 
to “making a more inclusive 
Massachusetts, one game at a 
time”, according to the website. 

The Athlete Oath at the 
Special Olympics, “Let me 
win, but if I cannot win, let me 
be brave in the attempt” is a 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
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BELCHERTOWN – The 
Clapp Memorial Library is a 
place for all to come and find 
a place to be, and for the teens, 
there is a whole group dedicated 
just to them led by teen services 
coordinator Ruthie Sterling. 

The Teen Advisory Board, 
affectionately referred to as TAB, 
is led by Sterling, but really 
orchestrated to the many teens 
who come to meetings to help 
decide and plan on activities and 
more to do together. 

TAB met last Friday and dis-
cussed ways to decorate the teen 
space and bookshelves to make 
the space their own, including 
discussing a new rug to put in, as 
well as hearing opinions on the 
string lights, and maintenance 
on their two plants who are out-
growing their pots. 

The teens took time to share 
their thoughts and ideas on the 
rug, and no ideas were turned 
down, as TAB is a place where 
they can really determine and 
shape what it is they do with 
their time and space. 

For upcoming events, the 
library will be hosting a Hot 
Chocolate Day on Friday, 
January 31, and there will be hot 
chocolate donated by Starbucks 

available between 2:30 and 5:30 
with crafting materials available. 

The teens are also creating 
Valentines Day cards to give to 
Meals on Wheels, which delivers 
meals to homebound seniors, and 
will have more cards available to 
make at the Hot Chocolate Day 
event. 

Last year, TAB orchestrated a 
clothing drive, and this year, they 
are looking to host a can drive 

sometime in March, collecting 
food donations to bring to the 
various spots in town that collect 
food for those who need it. 

“I love watching TAB mem-
bers go through TAB from 
grades seven through twelve, 
and grow into amazing people 
and express their ideas,” said 
Sterling. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
A portion of the dedicated teens a part of TAB, holding up snow-
flakes they made to decorate their space in the library. 

Teens find a place to share their voices 

Residents take part  in annual Poreda 
selected 
as Town 
Admin 

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY — Kathy Leonard 
was appointed to serve as inter-
im Town Administrator fol-
lowing the retirement of Chris 
Martin on Jan. 24. 

Leonard was appointed until 
the new permanent town admin-
istrator is hired. The board dis-
cussed compensating Leonard 
for the additional responsibil-
ities of being the interim town 
administrator, and they agreed 
to discuss the compensation 
details with her. 

Shelley Poreda was unan-
imously selected to be the 
next town administrator at the 
Selectboard meeting last week. 

Candidates for the posi-
tion included Poreda, Michael 
Durham, Scott Butcher and 
Michael Szlosek. Butcher had 
withdrawn his candidacy before 
the meeting.

During the meeting, select-
board members discussed the 
candidates’ experience. 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 
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BELCHERTOWN – Music 
is a special part of the way we 
as people communicate with 
one another, and reflect upon 
our lives, identities, and feel-
ings. 

Aída O’Brien grew up 
in town before finding her 
place in Brooklyn, NY, where 

she performs music in two 
bands, Port Ross and Gemma 
Laurence.

O’Brien played at  the 
Clapp Memorial Library last 
Saturday with friends and 
family gathered around to 
listen to her songs, both new 
releases, covers, and more 
written by the songwriter. 

“It’s always really special to 
me to play in my hometown. 
I play a lot in Western Mass 
still, but I think there’s some-
thing special about playing 
in my hometown, but putting 
forth a version of myself that 
feels more aligned with who 
I am, reclaiming my sense of 
home but with a new sense of 
identity,” said O’Brien.

O’Brien got her degree 
in music from Middlebury 
College in Vermont, and has 
been playing music since she 
was six years old, playing pri-
marily the guitar, but also the 
banjo and violin. 

She performed all over the 
place, at church, music festi-
vals, talent shows, and band 
contests, and was no stranger 
to the stage. 

“One of my earliest per-
forming memories was I 

Local musician returns 
for tour in hometown 

Singing her original songs, 
and some covers, for those in 
attendance to enjoy.

Amanda Hulbert, Officer Vincent 
Daponte, Dave Pare of Arcpoint 
Brewing Co., and LJ Jedrey of 
the Special Olympics together in 
front of the Mobile Plunge.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Belly flop!

Please see TEENS, page 7

Please see ADMIN, page 10Please see PLUNGE, page 8

Please see MUSICIAN, page 8

Residents take part  in annualResidents take part  in annualResidents take part  in annualResidents take part  in annual
‘POLAR PLUNGE’



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  JA N UA RY  30,  2025PAGE 2

Our recent campaign donors for the 2025 grant cycle help 
ensure the Belchertown Education Foundation can ful�ll 
more innovative projects and enrich the education of more 

children in Belchertown schools for years to come. �ese organiza-
tions are recognized for their commitment to the community and 
to the Foundation’s Student Success Grants Program.

LEADING SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Belchertown Education Foundation 
Surpasses $100,000 in Grants Awarded!

�e Belchertown Education Foundation has reached a major milestone having 
awarded more than $100,000 in Student Success Grants since it was established 
in 2018. �e Foundation is an independent, not-for-pro�t organization that 
raises money from the community and local businesses and administers grants 
solely supporting students of Belchertown Schools. Check out the Student 
Success Grants awarded for the current school year, with more information at 
BelchertownEducationFoundation.org: 

• Alternative Communication Tools, District-wide Impact
• Technology Upgrade for English Learners, District-wide Impact
• Building a Foucault Pendulum, Jabish Brook Middle School
• Diverse Texts about Overcoming Adversity for English Language Arts, Jabish 

Brook Middle School 
• Kindness Crew Project, Jabish Brook Middle School & Chestnut Hill 

Community School
• Jabish Brook Scienti�c Research and Symposium, Jabish Brook Middle School

The grant cycle is now open!  
Grant applications are due May 2, 2025. Teachers, program heads, coaches, 

administrators, and sta� in Belchertown public schools are encouraged 
to submit applications for initiatives that support BEF’s mission and align 
with the funding criteria of the Grants program. Visit the Grants page at 
BelchertownEducationFoundation.org to learn more.

Want to Have Community Impact in 
Just a Few Hours a Month?

We are seeking candidates to join the Board of Directors to help guide the 
future of the Foundation. If you’d like to learn more, we welcome you to attend an 
upcoming meeting. We are also seeking volunteers to give whatever amount of time 
you can to support fundraising events. Drop us a message to let us know you’re 
interested in either of these opportunities, at info@belchertowneducationfoundation.
org. Donations to the Belchertown Education Foundation and may be made at any 
time at BelchertownEducationFoundation.org.

A Salute to Belchertown Education Foundation Corporate Sponsors

belchertowneducationfoundation.org • P.O. Box 435, Belchertown, MA 01007

Dyslexia Library and Resources
“�anks to the generosity of the BEF Grant, Chestnut Hill Community 

School now has over 400 books in our Dyslexia Resource Library,” says teacher 
Laura Cresta. She adds, “Included in our library are parent resources, picture 

books about dyslexia, and 
both �ction and non-
�ction high interest-low 
readability books. Multiple 
copies are available, 
making them especially 
useful for groups within 
the classroom and for our 
Reading Buddies Program 
with the high school! 
�ank you, thank you, 
thank you!”

Student Success 
Grant Brings 
Music to Your 

Ears
If you saw this 

year’s Belchertown Fair 
Parade, you witnessed 
a 2023-24 grant in 
action. �e grant was 
awarded to purchase 
size-appropriate drum 
harnesses for Jabish 
Brook Middle School 
percussionists. Our 
mission is to enrich 
the education of 
Belchertown Students, 
including music 
education. 
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CLIENT TESTIMONIAL

maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994

I wanted to let you know that it has been a pleasure working with you. I couldn’t be happier 
with the experience of you guiding me while I purchased my dream home.

From start to �nish, you were professional, knowledgeable, and incredibly attentive to my 
needs.  What stood out the most was your dedication in doing everything you could to get the 
perfect home for me.  You were always available to answer any questions, no matter how big or 
small. You guided me through every step of the process, from viewing the home to making an 
o�er, and �nally, closing the deal.  

One of the things I appreciated the most was your ability to make the entire process feel 
smooth and stress-free. You went above and beyond to ensure everything was handled e�ciently 
and e�ectively.  I always felt like I was top priority, and that level of care made all the di�erence. 

�anks to you Maureen, I am now in my dream home and I couldn’t be more grateful. If 
anyone is looking for a realtor who is knowledgeable, trustworthy, and truly cares about their 
needs, I would highly recommend you. You will 
make their home-buying experience a positive and 
memorable one, just like you did for me!
- Cheryl S.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – As part of 
a new addition to the papers, we 
are looking to add in features of 
our town employees to recognize 
and thank them for their hard 
work and dedication. 

These town employees are 
what help keep our communi-
ties running, providing resourc-
es, help, information, fun events, 
organization, and more for us to 
enjoy. 

Here is an interview with 
Clapp Memorial  Library’s 
Director, Cyndi Harbeson.

What is your favorite thing 
about the town? 

“The library! It has to be the 
library! How could I say any-
thing else? Seriously though, this 
town has so much to offer, it’s 
hard to choose just one. Lake 
Wallace is a real gem in town. 
I don’t make use of it nearly as 
often as I would like, but to have 
a nature area that’s accessible to 
everyone is such a gift.”

What do you do in your posi-
tion? 

“As the library director, I’m 
in charge of overseeing the 
daily operations of the Clapp 
Memorial Library, including 
supervising a phenomenal staff, 
maintaining our beautiful his-
toric building, and ensuring our 
residents have access to the latest 
books, DVDs, music, and other 
materials.”

Describe an average day at 
the office? 

“There is no average day at 
the office, which is one of the 
best and, often, most challeng-
ing aspects of the job. There’s 
usually a mix of more general 
administrative tasks (managing 
budgets, coordinating building 
maintenance projects, meetings) 
and library-specific work like 
ordering new materials, planning 
programs, and, in a pinch, staff-
ing the circulation desk.”

Tell me a bit about you. Are 
you a resident? What’s your 
education? 

“I moved to Belchertown 
about two years ago, not long 
after I started work here. I grew 
up in Connecticut and went to 

graduate school at Simmons 
in Boston, where I received 
my MS in Library Science 
and MA in History. I returned 
to  Connect icut  af ter  grad 
school and spent a few years 
in mountains of western North 
Carolina before moving back 
to Massachusetts over a decade 
ago.”

What other departments 
or committees/boards do you 
work closely with? 

“I’m really fortunate to be able 
to collaborate with lots of other 
town departments and com-
mittees in my role. I work very 
closely with, and am a mem-
ber of, the Creative Economy 
Committee. The Committee 
partners with the library on 
several projects,  including 
View Finder:  Belchertown 
Nature Photography Program 
and Making It Public, a grant 
project that is bringing public 
art to Belchertown in the form 
of murals that will be painted 
on the Transfer Station con-
tainers. For this project, I also 
get to work closely with the 
Department of Public Works 
and the Planning Department. 
The Library also works close-
ly with the Belchertown Public 
Schools.”

What is the most fulfilling 
part of your job? 

“There is nothing better than 
being of use, whether that’s 
suggesting a new book to read, 
assisting with the photocopier, 
connecting a resident with need-
ed resources, or providing a pro-
gram that people enjoy.”

 What inspired you to take 
on the position? 

“I don’t remember a time 
when I didn’t know I wanted to 
be a librarian. My first job was 
as a library page at my home-
town public library. In college, I 
learned about archives and spe-
cial collections, which seemed 
to perfectly pair my passion 
for librarianship with my love 
of history, so for many years, I 
worked in a variety of libraries 
as an archivist. When I became 
the Head of Special Collections 
at the Jones Library in Amherst, 
it was a remarkable opportu-
nity to return to work in pub-
lic libraries while remaining in 
archives. Ultimately, my love 

of public libraries and the work 
we do as librarians won out over 
my love of archives. When this 
job became available, I jumped 
at the chance to fully return to 
public librarianship and I’m so 
grateful the Board of Trustees 
gave me this opportunity.”

Where is your office located? 
What are your office hours? 

“My office is behind the cir-
culation desk and up a flight of 
very steep stairs. It’s a beautiful 
space, but not the most accessi-
ble so I usually meet with people 
on the main floor of the library. I 
don’t have specific office hours; 
instead, I make time for people 
when they stop by.”

What is the history of your 
department? What makes it 
unique from others?

“We have a unique history in 
that we’re a town department, 
but the library itself is not town-
owned. The Board of Trustees 
are responsible for managing 
the library and maintaining the 
building and grounds, which 
they own as a non-profit incor-
poration. The library building 

was completed in 1887 from 
funds left in a bequest by John 
Francis Clapp. His brothers were 
the Library’s first trustees and 
Clapp Memorial Library was 
incorporated by an act of leg-
islature. Library staff are town 
employees, and the municipal 
appropriation makes up between 
80-85% of the library bud-
get. The remaining percentage 
is raised through our Annual 
Appeal, state aid funds, grants, 
and through the hard work of our 
dedicated Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library volunteers 
whose twice annual book sales 
fund all of our programming, 
our museum passes, and much 
more.”

What do you want the com-
munity to know about your 
position? 

“I want the community to 
know that the library has some-
thing for everyone and that I’d 
love to know if there are other 
ways we can be of service to the 
residents of Belchertown.”

TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
Cyndi Harbeson, Clapp Memorial Library’s wonderful director. 

All About Town
BELCHERTOWN

Get to know your town employees: Cyndi Harbeson
President’s list at 
Plymouth State 
University

P LY M O U T H — B e c ke t 
White of Amherst, has been 
named to the Plymouth State 
University president’s list for 
the fall 2024 semester. White 
is a Cell and Molecular 
Biology major at Plymouth 
State.

Fall 2024 dean’s list
EASTON— Aila Allan, 

a member of the Class of 
2026 from Amherst, has been 
named to the fall 2024 dean’s 
list at Stonehill College. 

McDaniel College 
dean’s list

WESTMINSTER, MD— 
Emily Ireland of Amherst has 
been recognized for outstand-
ing academic achievement by 
being named to the McDaniel 
College fall 2024 dean’s list 
with Honors.

Nichols College 
president’s list for 
fall 2024

D U D L E Y —  N i c h o l s 
College is proud to recognize 
the academic accomplish-
ments of students on the fall 
2024 president’s list.

The following local stu-
dents have achieved presi-
dent’s list honors:

Mattingly Marques of 
Belchertown

Nolan Sullivan of Granby

AIC dean’s list
fall 2024

S P R I N G F I E L D — 
Amer ican  In te rna t iona l 
College in Springfield, is 
proud to announce that 473 
students have earned a place 
on the dean’s list for the fall 
2024 semester. 

Sara Avery of Belchertown, 
majoring in Criminal Justice

Kamdyn Lopez of Granby, 
majoring in Management

Gabrielle Walz of Granby, 
majoring in Health Science

COLLEGE
NEWS
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JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230
Jim.Potter@Raveis.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175

www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

All About Town
GRANBY

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY – As part of a new 
addition to the papers, we are 
looking to add in features of our 
town employees to recognize 
and thank them for their hard 
work and dedication. 

These town employees are 
what help keep our communities 
running, providing resources, 
help, information, fun events, 
organization, and more for us to 
enjoy. 

Here is an interview with 
Granby Free Public Library’s 
Director, Jenn Crosby.

What is your favorite thing 
about the town?

“My favorite thing about 
Granby is that it is a small, 
tight-knit town with a great 
sense of community.”

What do you do in your 
position?

“I am the Library Director. 
My main responsibility is the 
everyday operations of the 
Library; leading staff, oversee-
ing programs and services to 
make sure they meet commu-
nity needs, managing the bud-
get, collection development, and 
planning for the future.”

Describe an average day at 
the office?

“I arrive hours before Library 
opening to help with the 
behind-the-scenes tasks to get 
the Library up and running and 
ready for the public. We process 
book delivery, pull paging list 
holds, empty book returns and 
shelve books. I spend the first 
part of my morning welcoming 
our patrons and overseeing staff. 

I spend the afternoon in my 
office completing tasks relat-
ed to budgeting, payroll, book 
ordering, report completion, sta-
tistics, preparing for meetings, 
etc. On a typical day, I end the 
afternoon by being front-and-
center at the Circulation Desk to 
help patrons as needed and close 
down the Library for the day. A 
lot of other running around and 
behind the scenes things take 
place; way too many to list!”

Tell me a bit about you. Are 
you a resident? What’s your 
education?

“I am a resident of Granby 
and have been for a great deal 
of my life. I graduated from 
Granby Jr. Sr. High School in 
the year 2000 and went on to 
attend Elms College, graduat-
ing with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Psychology. I then attend-
ed The University of Rhode 
Island, graduating in 2009 with 
a degree of Master of Library 
and Information Studies. I have 
been the Library Director here 
since 2007.”

What other departments 
or committees/boards do you 
work closely with?

“I tend to work more close-
ly with other  community 
groups through the Friends 
of the Granby Library group, 
which hosts all of our fund-
raising and community events. 
We most recently held a Non-
Profit Volunteer Fair through 
which I was able to work 
closely with GCAM and other 
groups. I work with the Board 
of Library Trustees, who govern 
the Library’s building, policies, 
budget, staff, etc. The Library 
often collaborates with many 
organizations in town, includ-
ing local school groups, homes-
chool groups, childcare centers, 
the Council on Aging, and many 
others.”

What is the most fulfilling 
part of your job?

“The most fulfilling part of 
my job is getting to help the 
general public and being part of 
such a wonderful community.”

What inspired you to take 
on the position?

“I had volunteered for the 
Granby Library since I was 
a young teen and worked 
part-time as the Cataloguer/
Circulation Assistant prior to 
becoming the Library Director. 

I  grew up going to our 
Library and spending so much 
of my time there, falling in love 
with books. Helping people has 
always been my main goal in 
my career path, so it only felt 
natural to continue to acquire a 
position in a place that would 
allow me to do that, especially 
within my own beloved com-
munity.”

Where is your office locat-
ed? What are your office 
hours?

“My office is located down 
the hall behind the Library’s 
Circulation Desk. I have a pub-
lic access door within the Adult 
Stacks that can be knocked on 
any time! My office hours are 
typically 12:00pm - 4:30pm 
(Tues, Weds, Fri) and 12:00pm 
- 6:00pm (Thurs), but I can 
always be flexible for meet-
ings.”

What is the history of your 
department? What makes it 
unique from others?

“The Granby Free Public 
Library was established in 1891 
with the mission to provide 
the Granby Community with 
the tools and opportunities to 
improve themselves and their 
quality of life while promot-
ing literacy, the enjoyment of 
reading and life-long learning 
through the provision of equal 
access to library materials, ser-
vices, facilities, technology, 
resources and programs to meet 
the educational, informational, 
social, cultural and recreational 
needs for residents of all ages 
and abilities. It seeks to pro-
mote endeavors to stimulate 
and expand the reading interests 
of children and adults, and to 
coordinate this work with other 

educational, social, and cultural 
groups in the community.” 

“In other words, our Library 
is the hub of the community. We 
strive to be a community space 
for everyone throughout every 
age and stage of life.”

What do you want the com-
munity to know about your 
position?

“I love my job immensely! I 
get to see members of our com-
munity grow and learn and that 
is very rewarding. I get to help 
people do research to pass their 
classes, print documents to help 
them file important paperwork, 
join a Book Group to enrich 
their social lives, and even just 
find a great book that they never 
would have picked up before 
that will take them to anoth-
er world and ease the stress of 
their everyday lives. Also, it’s a 
surprisingly busy job! We stay 
busy, especially in the summer 
months, and there is always 
something to be done to help 
our Library and our communi-
ty evolve. I am so grateful for 
the opportunity to meet so many 
wonderful community members, 
gain lifetime friendships, and be 
an important part of our Town!” 

Get to know your town employees: Jenn Crosby

TURLEY PHOTO SUBMITTED BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Jenn Crosby, Granby Free Public Library’s wonderful director. 

Quilt raffle 
winners from 
Jingle Bell 
Bazaar

GRANBY – The Women 
Of The Church, Church of 
Christ, Congregational of 
Granby would like to thank 
everyone who supported our 
Quilt Raffle at the Jingle Bell 
Bazaar in December. The fol-
lowing people won the raffle 
prizes:

Quilt made be Brenda 
Knigh t  won  by  Cindy 
Hackworth.

Mason’s Grille / $50.00 
gift certificate won by Pat 
Landry.

Dressel’s wheel alignment 
won by Denise Fish.

Mae’s Pizzeria/ $25.00 
gift certificate won by Patty 
Clayton.

E l i z a b e t h  J o h n s o n ’s 
Watercolor Painting won by 
Patrick Saabs.

G r a n b y  C o u n t r y 
Grain/$100.00 gift certificate 
won by Helen Butcher. 

Five Corner Cuts/$50.00 
gift certificate won by Sharon 
Colburn. 

Cash prize/ $50.00 won by 
Joe Denette, Sr. 

T h e  w i n n e r  o f  t h e 
Christmas Tree, stand and 
ornaments donated by Ellen 
May... Diane Percy. 

We also wish to thank the 
individuals and businesses 
that generously donated the 
prizes. 

Kindergarten 
registration 
starting now

B E L C H E R T O W N —
If you are a resident of 
Belchertown with a child 
who will be 5 years of age 
on or before Sept. 1, 2025, 
you are encouraged to com-
plete a Kindergarten regis-
tration packet for the upcom-
ing 2025-2026 school year. 
Please contact Christina 
Aponte via email: capon-
te@belchertownps.org or by 
phone at 413-323-0423 Ext. 
100 for additional informa-
tion. 
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SUPER FEBRUARY

Sweet Red Peppers.................... $1.99 lb
Grape Tomatoes Pint Size ............. 2 For $3
Seedless
Hot House Cucumbers ..............  2 For $3
Romaine Lettuce Hearts  3 Pack .....  $2.99 
Locally Grown
Honeycrisp Apples  5 lb Tote ...............$4.99
Clementine
Seedless Tangerines  3 lb Bag.............$4.99
Fresh Blueberries Pint Size ............2 For $7

Specials Jan. 29- Feb. 4

In Honor Of Ice Cream
for Breakfast Day Feb. 1
ELSIE’S CREAMERY ICE CREAM

Full Half Gallons 
$2.00 OFF Reg. Price

Jan. 29 – Feb. 4
THE BEST HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

In All Your Favorite Flavors!

 Super Food For 
 The Big Game!

Chef Mike’s Gumbo, Championship Chili
BBQ Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork,

“Kandied” Kielbasa, Loaded Potato Skins,
Buffalo Chicken Dip, “Pull Apart” Sliders,

Party Wings And Boneless Wings
Available Big Game Weekend February 8 & 9

Randall’s Hand Dipped 
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries

Romantic Dinners to Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE

Available Friday, February 14th
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with 
Applewood Smoked Bacon 

With Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~ 

with Butter & Lemon
Complete with 

Choice of Appetizer & Dessert
Dinners Include Roasted Baby Potatoes, 
Baby Vegetables & Mini Ciabatta Bread

  Valentine Bouquets
   & Arrangements

  FOR ALL YOUR SWEETHEARTS
Floral Deliveries Call 589-7071

Beautiful Long Stem Roses
BY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEM

Specially Wrapped With 
Baby’s Breath & Greens!

Valentine Roses, Dinner, 
Chocolates & Wine

Part Time Van Driver-Senior Center
The Town of Belchertown is accepting applications for a part time van driver 
to transport Belchertown older adults to and from various locations around 
town in a 14 passenger van. Must possess a valid Class D Massachusetts 

driver’s license (no special license is required) and have a good driving record. 
Operation of a wheelchair lift and wheelchair securement experience is 

preferred. Approximately 1-2 days per week (5-10 hours per week). 
This is a non-benefited position with an hourly rate is $17.19/hour.

To complete an online employment application, 
please visit: www.belchertown.org/jobs. 

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.

The Town of Belchertown is an EEO employer; 
we encourage women, minorities, and veterans to apply.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer  

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN/WARE – The 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife held a presentation 
about the Quabbin Reservoir Creel 
Survey this past Sunday, and many 
people joined remotely and in per-
son. 

The goal of the presentation, 
held by fisheries biologists Brian 
Keleher and Jason Stolarski, is to 
help people understand and learn 
about the different fish species 
found in the Quabbin Reservoir. 

Keleher works as a district fisher-
ies biologist for the Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, 
or MassWildlife, and specifically 
for the Connecticut Valley District 
in Belchertown, one of five man-
agement districts of MassWildlife 
that each have their own fisheries 
biologist. 

“MassWildlife is responsible for 
the conservation of freshwater fish 
and wildlife in the Commonwealth, 
including endangered plants and 
animals. MassWildlife restores, 
protects, and manages land for 
wildlife to thrive and for people to 
enjoy,” said Keleher.

“I have worked here at this posi-
tion for just short of 9 years. I’m 
originally from upstate New York, 
and have worked in and around the 
fisheries field for about 16 years 
now.”

“Prior to coming to MassWildlife 
I worked as a Fisheries Biologist 
for  the Confederated Tribes 
of the Colville Reservation in 
North Central Washington State 
on the Columbia River. Prior to 
that I worked in Alaska, and the 
Adirondacks in New York,” said 
Keleher. 

“[My favorite part is] having 
the constant opportunity to work 
outdoors, especially in and around 
water. Work with the public and 
anglers has always been a highlight 
as well, particularly field trips and 
school groups where students get 
the chance to see and interact with 
fish and develop an interest in the 
outdoors and fishing,” said Keleher.

MassWildlife stocks about 500 
bodies of water across the state, and 

each year releases approximately 
500,000 trout during the spring and 
fall, consisting of mostly rainbow 
trout and most fist are over 12 inch-
es long. 

Stocking these waterbodies pro-
vides opportunities for angling, and 
the fish are stocked in these areas 
when water temperatures are at the 
correct range.

MassWildlife holds a creel sur-
vey, which “is an important tool 
that fisheries biologists can use to 
get a better understanding of how a 
fishery is used by anglers,” Keleher 
explained. 

“It is simply an angler survey 
with questions designed to help 
look into specific areas of a fish-
ery and the way that anglers inter-
act with it. At its most basic level 
creels are used to see how many 
anglers fish at a location, how long 
they sped fishing, look into what 
they are “targeting” or fishing for, 
and calculate their “catch rate” and 
“harvest”,” said Keleher. 

Creel surveys determine the suc-
cess rate of catching fish, like how 
long it takes to catch fish or a spe-
cific kind of fish, and what percent-
age of fish are kept or released after 
catching. 

The MassWildlife team creates 
these surveys, and during the pre-
sentation Keleher illustrated how 
the Quabbin Reservoir Angler 
Survey is conducted, anonymously, 
and help to keep track of fish pop-
ulations. 

The Quabbin Reservoir is ideal 
for these creel surveys because of 
the largely constrained areas with 
three boat launch areas, and is con-
sistently staffed by DCR attendants 
during fishing seasons.

The Quabbin Creel Survey is a 
complete survey and gate attendants 
provide all anglers with a creel card 
before their trip, which they fill out 
after their trip is finished and return 
to the attendants. The demographic 
and trip data is then collected by the 
attendants as part of the boat seal-
ing process. 

Throughout Massachusetts , 
Rainbow Trout, Brown Trout, 
Brook Trout, Tiger Trout, and 
Landlocked Atlantic Salmon are 
stocked in the waterbodies. 

The fish all come from five 

different hatcheries across the 
state, including McLaughlin in 
Belchertown, Bitzer in Montague, 
Sunderland, Roger Reed in Palmer, 
and Sandwich. More specific infor-
mation on stocking can be found at 
www.mass.gov/trout.     

Keleher also gave a refresh-
er regarding clipped adipose fins 
on fish. A clipped fin on a salmon 
means it was hatchery-raised, while 
no clipped fin means it was pro-
duced naturally within the Quabbin. 

For lake trout, the adipose fins 
are clipped for an ongoing study 
of the trout in the region since the 
1950’s, and a clipped fin means it 
has a PIT tag or is being handled in 
the study. 

The Quabbin Reservoir has 
seen a steady flow of people fish-
ing in the region, with a spike in 
more people during the COVID-19 
pandemic, but have seen a steady 
decrease since then from 45,000 to 
13,000 between the 1980’s to today. 

The surveys have also revealed 
that the annual average catch 
rates are low, but slightly high-
er than the Wachusett Reservoir 
because of a large amount of 
nutrients and influence of boats.
“I grew up fishing with my dad and 
family, and now effectively get to 
do it as a career, I think I’m pretty 
lucky to have had that opportunity 
for both; to have an outlet and pos-
itive exposure to the outdoors at a 
young age and to work in this field 
now. 

“There is a certain level of mys-
tery involved with water; ponds, 
rivers, streams and the ocean. For 
the most part you can look at the 
surface and have no idea what is 
going on below, there could be liter-
ally (within reason) anything down 
there out of sight,” said Keleher. 

“When you are a fisheries biolo-
gist you have access to many more 
tools that can help you look into 
that mystery a little further, to see 
what is below the surface and what 
it is up to down there.” 

“If you are local to Belchertown, 
stop by our office on East Street, 
visit the McLaughlin Hatchery for 
a self-guided tour, or give us a call 
or email anytime,” said Keleher.

Mass DCR gives creel survey on fish species

GRANBY— Looking for a fun 
way to practice your reading skills? 
Want to snuggle a dog while read-
ing to him? Sign up for a time slot 
to read to Gwen the Greyhound. 
She is a perfect listener as you work 
on your reading skills or as you 
practice reading out loud. Bring a 

book from home or pick one at the 
library before your time slot. Gwen 
loves every book.

Upcoming dates are: Thursdays 
between 3:30 to 5 p.m. Feb. 6 and 
20, March 6 and 20, April 3 and 17 

Visit the library or call to reserve 
your 20-minute slot.

Granby Library hours: T,W,F 
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Thurs. 
10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.. and Sat.10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Telephone 413- 
467-3320

Visit granbylibrary.com and 
Granby Library Children’s Room 
Page on Facebook.

Read to a dog at the Granby Library

support community journalism
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy
Letters to the edi-

tor should be 350 
words or  less  in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require 
l e t t e r  wr i t e r s  to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions 
deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, def-
amation of character 
and offensive lan-
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by 
the author need to 
cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  
24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069 or via 
email to sentinel@
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four weeks or more out from 
the election. All candidates running in both contest-
ed and uncontested races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to include only biographical 
and campaign platform details. Total word count for 
statements is limited to between 300-500 words max-
imum. Please include a photo. We will not publish 

any statements of candidacy inside the four weeks 
from election threshold. To publish any other campaign 
publicity during the race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also do not allow personal 
attacks against other candidates or political parties in 
statements of candidacy, nor do we publish for free 
any information about key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues are limited to three total per 
author during the election season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition before the election. We 
reserve the right to edit all statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our guidelines.

TURLEY ELECTION POLICY 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
Matters

Reader seeks clarification 
of Medicare IRMAA 
and MAGI

Dear Rusty: 
I am confused by an article in my local newspaper 

which said that Modified Adjusted Gross Income, on 
which my Medicare Part B premium is based, is my 
Adjusted Gross Income, plus any non-taxable inter-
est, plus 50% of the social security I received. 

The part that is confusing is the 50% part. When 
I look at my tax return my Adjusted Gross Income 
includes the taxable portion of my Social Security 
benefit which, in my case, is 85% of my total bene-
fits. Why must 50% of benefits be added to my AGI 
if it is already included in my total AGI? 

Signed: Confused 

Dear Confused: 
The article you refer to was misleading for stating 

that the Modified Adjusted Gross Income used to 
determine your Medicare premiums includes your 
normal Adjusted Gross Income from your income 
tax return, plus any non-taxable interest you may 
have had, plus 50% of the SS benefits you received 
during the tax year. What the article should have 
said was that the MAGI, which determines your 
Income-Related Monthly Adjustment Amount to 
your Medicare premiums consists of your normal 
AGI from your tax return, which includes the taxable 
portion of your Social Security benefits, plus any 
non-taxable interest you may have had.  

For additional clarity, the Income-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount is a supplemental amount added 
to the standard Medicare premium for those with 
higher incomes. The thresholds at which the IRMAA 
supplements apply depend on your IRS filing status, 
and your MAGI determines the amount of supple-
ment which will be added to the standard Medicare 
premium. 

Single filers with MAGI over $103,000 or married 
filers with MAGI over $206,000 will see an IRMAA 
supplement added to their Medicare premium. Those 
whose MAGI is under the first IRMAA threshold 
pay the standard Medicare premium, but those whose 
MAGI exceeds the first IRMAA threshold above will 
pay more. 

How much more depends on how much their 
MAGI exceeds the first IRMAA threshold by. 
The IRMAA supplement (the additional premium 
amount) could be anywhere from $69.90 to $419.30 
per month for Medicare Part B (coverage for out-
patient services) or an additional $12.90 to $81.00 
per month to the Medicare Part D (prescription drug 
plan) premium - again dependent on how much over 
the initial MAGI threshold the person is for their 
IRS filing status. You can see the MAGI levels and 
corresponding IRMAA supplements by visiting this 
Medicare website at  www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-
sheets/2024-medicare-parts-b-premiums-and-deduct-
ibles.   

IRMAA and MAGI can be confusing. If people 
have questions about their Medicare premiums, help 
is available by emailing SSadvisor@amacfoundation.
org or calling 1-888-750-2622. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

I received an 
emai l  f rom a 
Hampden res-
ident on Dec. 
6. She report-
ed a bald eagle 
perched in tree 
in her backyard. 
She said, “The 
adult bald eagle 
sat in the tree 
for a while, then 
swooped over 
my house to the north. This was the first 
time I had a sighting of a bald eagle in my 
yard.”

I saw an adult bald eagle perched in 
a tree by a field along Route 67 in New 
Braintree on Jan. 17. It is always a thrill to 
see an eagle.

The bald eagle is a large 31 inch long 
dark bird with a white head and white tail. 
Immature eagles have dark feathers with 
white mottling on the wings and tail and 
variable amounts of white on the belly. 
They keep their immature plumage for 
four years. 

Eagles eat mostly fish and birds. They 
also will eat carrion and some mammals 
like rabbits. The female lays one to three 
bluish white eggs in a massive platform 
nest of sticks and vegetation lined with 
moss and grasses. These nests are placed 
on cliff ledge or in the fork of a tree.

Eagles congregate at feeding areas in 
late winter and early spring. They inhabit 
coasts, lakes and large rivers. The eagle 
has a repeated piercing scream given 
between a pair and a rapid series of chirps 
given at the nest. Eagle populations are 
recovering rom series declines due to the 
use of DDT, which caused thinning of 
their egg shells. 

Bluebirds
A North Brookfield resident had half 

a dozen bluebirds at his feeder on Jan. 9. 
Another Hampden resident reported the 

bluebirds were back in a Jan. 17 email. 
He said, “He puts out a container of warm 
water every morning and puts a scoop of 
critter food on the ground every morning.”

Great blue heron
The same Hampden resident with the 

bluebirds said in Dec. 5 email a great blue 
heron “has been visiting my fish pond 
early mornings and late afternoons for 
the past couple of weeks. It has consumed 
over 20 goldfish in the three foot deep 
pond.”

Pine warbler
A reader some time ago had a bird with 

a lot of yellow. She identified it as a pine 
warbler. She said she never had a pine 
warbler come to her nugget feeder before 
and she has lived there for 40 years. She 
also included a photo of a mocking bird 
sipping sap from a maple tree after the 
yellow bellied sapsucker made multiple 
holes in the bark.

Rescue of iced in loons
The Loon Preservation Committee 

reported, “On Dec. 14, [they] responded 
to a report from Weare Reservoir (aka 
Horace Lake) in Weare, New Hampshire. 
As the reservoir froze, a juvenile loon 
became trapped in a small (15 foot diam-
eter) hole of open water. Fortunately, the 
opening was not far from shore and LPC 
Senior Biologist, John Cooley, was able to 
make his way out across the newly-formed 
ice to capture it. LPC staff then evalu-
ated the loon, taking blood and x-rays. 
No problems were detected, and the loon 
was released onto the ocean that after-
noon.” The loon received two bands per 
leg in a unique color combination that will 
enable us to identify it if it returns to a 
New Hampshire lake in the future.

The LPC also reported, “That same 
night [Dec. 14], we received a call from 
volunteers on Franklin Pierce Lake. There, 
too, a juvenile loon was icing-in and with 
cold temperatures predicted overnight, its 
situation was not likely to improve. On 
Dec. 15, LPC staff headed to the lake. The 
loon was much further from shore than 
the loon on Weare Reservoir had been, 
but the ice was solid and we were able to 
capture the loon. The loon was given a 
physical examination on site and no obvi-
ous problems were detected. Because it 
was late in the day and we wanted to make 

Bald eagle
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 
1/30/25-2/5/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

MAHI MAHI FISH FILLETS..........

$191
lb

lb49¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN CODINO’S

MANICOTTI WITH RICOTTA 40 OZ
$499

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG.........

$649
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST...............................BEEF RIB EYE

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$149
lb

$977
lb

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAILS .................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ............

lb

USDA INSP. 
SMOKED
SHOULDER PICNIC...........

$291
lb

$199

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
GENOA SALAMI.....................$444

SLICED IN OUR DELI
PROVOLONE CHEESE.......

$499
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS $199

USDA INSP. FRESH

SOUP CHICKEN (FOWL) ...

CUT 
FREE

$799
lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

WHOLE 
OR HALF

SOUP’S ON!

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

 Are you having di�culty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

�is group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, con�dential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of Jan. 14 through Jan. 20. The 
information was provided by a member 
of the police department based on the 
review of the detailed log summary. This 
feature is designed to provide context 
and explain some calls police respond to 
daily. Of the calls police responded to, 
there were 15 incidents, seven accidents, 
one arrests/summons and 58 citations.

INCIDENTS/ACCIDENTS 
Tuesday, Jan. 14

12:13 a.m. – An officer got a call from 
a person that reported a former acquain-
tance was at the residence and they were 
breaking in. The officer found the resi-
dence to be secure and there was a pre-
vious call reporting the same thing. The 
reporting person was told how to get a 
restraining order. 

11:41 a.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on Daniel Shay’s Highway. 
A vehicle struck a fire hydrant, and the 
operator left the scene. The underground 
pipe was exposed, and water department 
staff were on scene to make repairs. The 
officer was able to contact the involved 
driver who reported they thought they 
hit a curb. An immediate threat was filed 
against them.  

2:38 p.m. – An officer spoke with a 
person about a juvenile who made 
threats. The officer met with the involved 
people. It was deemed there was no 
threat. 

6:24 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Main Street. A vehicle travel-
ing south on Main Street was rear ended 
by another vehicle. The operator reported 
they were looking at a business when 
they struck the vehicle in front of them. 

7:21 p.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on State Street. A vehicle 
traveling east on State Street was unable 
to stop in time before striking a deer. No 
injuries were reported, and no tow was 
needed. 

8:36 p.m. – An officer responded to 
Federal Street for a report of a raccoon 
that was struck by vehicle. The officer 
found the animal was still alive. It was 
euthanized and removed from the road-
way. 

Wednesday, Jan. 15
1:46 p.m. – Officers responded to a 

residence to serve a 209A order and a 
suspension letter for the person’s fire-
arms license. The person was told they 
needed to surrender their LTC card. They 
had firearms located in another town and 
they were told to surrender those imme-
diately. 

2:49 p.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on North Main Street. Two 
vehicles were going north on North 
Main Street when one vehicle stopped to 
turn into a business. The second vehicle 
went into the breakdown lane and struck 
the side of the first vehicle as it tried to 
merge back into traffic. No injuries were 
reported. 

6:59 p.m. – An officer spoke with a 
resident about a notice about credit card 
companies that were attempted to be 
taken out in their name, they said they 
hadn’t applied for the cards and contact-
ed their banks to alert them of the matter.

Thursday, Jan. 16
7:41 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on Chestnut Drive. An operator 
was trying to clean off the windshield. 
The glass then became obscured because 
the cleaner froze on the windshield. The 
operator then tried to pull out into traffic 
and struck another vehicle. Both vehicles 
were able to be driven from the scene. 

No injuries were reported. 
11 :09  a .m.  –  An office r  and 

Belchertown fire and paramedics to the 
senior center for a report of a person who 
fell. The person declined medical assis-
tance. 

Friday, Jan. 18
1:18 p.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident in a parking lot. An unoccupied 
vehicle was parked in a parking lot when 
a second vehicle turned to leave the lot. 
The first vehicle was struck by the sec-
ond. The operator then left the scene and 
later was in contact with the officer. They 
said they didn’t know they struck the 
vehicle. Photos of the damage was taken. 
No tows were needed, and no injuries 
were reported. 

2:54 p.m. – An officer took a report 
of fraud. A person said they were a vic-
tim of identity fraud last summer and in 
November, they got an email. They then 
got alerts that their identity was compro-
mised. They found that someone tried to 
open a checking account. They were in 
contact with a credit bureau to the neces-
sary steps. 

Sunday, Jan. 19 
7:33 p.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on Bay Road. A vehicle travel-
ing east on Bay Road went to turn right 
onto Stebbins Road and lost control. The 
vehicle slid into a guardrail. No injuries 
were reported, and no tow was needed. 

Monday, Jan. 20
6 p.m. – An officer responded to assist 

Belchertown fire and paramedics. 

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 135 calls from 
Jan. 17 through Jan. 23. Those arrest-

ed are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all the infor-
mation.

Friday, Jan. 17
7:22 a.m. – A motorist reported a sin-

gle car crash. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries. The 
operator was issued a citation for a 
marked lanes violation.

11:26 a.m. – A resident came to the 
station to report an attempted scam.

11:56 a.m. – A motorist reported a 
minor 2-car accident. Granby Police and 
Fire responded. There were no injuries.

Saturday, Jan. 18
11:37 a.m. –  A motorist reported that 

they struck a deer. There were no inju-
ries.

Monday, Jan. 20 
10:44 a.m. – A resident and a passing 

motorist reported a structure fire. Granby 
Fire, Belchertown Fire and South Hadley 
Fire responded. The fire was extin-
guished. The road was closed temporally. 
There were no injuries.

2:46 p.m. – A motorist reported a sin-
gle vehicle rollover accident. Granby 
Police and Fire responded. There were 
no injuries.

Wednesday, Jan. 22
8:42 a.m. – A motorist reported a 

minor two-car accident at the rotatory. 
Granby Police and Fire responded. There 
were no injuries.

Thursday, Jan. 23
3:39 p.m. – A motorist reported a 

minor two-car accident. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. There were no inju-
ries.

5:32 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-
car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY

“My whole thing is I want to hear what 
they want and see what they want to do in 
order to make it happen.”

TAB is open to grades seven through 
twelve, and is most busy during the school 
year, as over the summer the library has a 
program for junior volunteers. 

TAB is relaxed and laid back, and is 
open to every teens, accepting them no 
matter what, creating a space where the 
teens can speak up about what they want, 
and be heard. 

“TAB has grown every month since 
September, and it means a lot to me to be 
able to help with TAB because when I was 
a teen, I wanted my ideas and thoughts to 
be heard, too,” said Sterling. “TAB is a 
place where that can happen.” 

Sterling has been doing teen program-
ming since her junior year at UMASS 
Amherst, when she started a writing pro-
gram for teens at the library, then took 

over as the full-time teen services coordi-
nator in March of 2020. 

For the past five years, Sterling has 
helped to create an environment where 
everyone who goes feels ready to learn 
and grow as people, and also as blossom-
ing young adults, learning about them-
selves and others around them in a warm 
and welcoming environment. 

“I like being involved in the town, and 
the library,” said TAB member JenaRose, 
who has been a part of the happenings of 
TAB since before she was of the “teen” 
age requirement. 

“I like doing the cards, and anything 
that I can do to help the community. It’s 
why I’m also in the 4-H groups and it real-
ly helps me feel a part of it, and like I’m 
making a difference,” said JenaRose. 

No matter who you are, there is place a 
place for you, and you can take the time 
to do a craft, and be with people your age, 
while you navigate life in a place you will 
always belong.

TEENS from page 1

sure the loon had plenty of daylight to 
explore and get acquainted with its new 
surroundings, we opted to have the loon 
stay overnight with wildlife rehabili-
tator Maria Colby of Wings Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center. We banded it and 
released it onto the ocean at Odiorne 

Point the following morning.”

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 6

BELCHERTOWN/GRANBY – Local 
charitable organization Nick’s Waves of 
Change is holding a special scholarship 
program of $1,000 towards college for 
two students. 

Nick’s Waves of Change was creat-
ed for Nicholas R. Boileau who passed 
away from acute myeloid leukemia in 
2021, and in his memory, the organiza-
tion strives to create “waves of change” 
throughout the community.

One student from Nick’s alma mater, 
Belchertown High School, and one to 
another high school senior in Western 
Massachusetts that matches the qualifica-
tions will receive the scholarship. 

The application can be found on their 
website, www.nickswavesofchange.org
under the “Scholarship Opportunities” 
tab, as well as requirements for the grant 
award. Applications are due to be com-
pleted by April 17, 2025. 

Local  nonprofit offers $1,000 scholarship
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reminder that the very idea of trying 
something is an attempt worthy of 
recognition. 

The Special Olympics hosts Polar 
Plunges all across the state, and the 
money raised goes  towards provid-
ing sporting opportunities for peo-
ple of all ages with no limitations. 

“There’s a million people jump-
ing into freezing cold water to show 
they’re brave in the attempt,” said 
Amanda Hulbert a representative of 
the Special Olympics. 

Last year, the organization raised 
$1 million, and this year the goal is 
$1.4 million, and they are looking 
forward to a new year of sports for 
all who came. 

Arc Point Brewing Co., the 
Belcher town Pol ice  Officers 
Association headed by Officer 
Vinny Daponte, Stop and Shop, 
McCarthy’s Pub, and more came 
together to raise funds and take the 
plunge into the freezing water for 
this organization. 

“The is the first annual, and we 
are having it next year, and it’ll be 
even bigger,” said LJ Jedrey, a veter-
an Belchertown police officer. “I am 
so happy at how many people came 

up even today in the cold to jump in 
that water.” 

Special Olympics Athlete and 
winner of several medals, and acting 
Inclusion Director, Nate Myhrum, 
came up to say, “If you can do the 
plunge or support the plunge, you 
are supporting a lot of people.” 

More than twenty people came 
to take the plunge, and teams from 
Stop and Shop, the police depart-
ment, “Freezin’ for a Reason”, 
Arcpoint Brewing Co., Country 
Bank, Beer Bro’s of Mass, and 
many other singles jumped into the 
water, sharing the sentiment that 
yes, they really are all freezing for 
a reason.

Members of the Belchertown Fire 
Department were also present in 
gear to act as water safety assistants, 
staying the whole time in the freez-
ing water to help people out of the 
4-foot pool, and to keep everyone’s 
safety in check.

The event was a very successful 
one for the Massachusetts Special 
Olympics, and despite red noses, the 
freezing cold, and icicles and peo-

played at the Belchertown Fair when 
I was seven or eight. I would always 
be playing just at home, or for family 
friends. I had lots of opportunities to 
perform pretty early on,” said O’Brien.

She found a special appreciation for 
folk rock and Americana, developing 
her music style around artists like art-
ists Donna the Buffalo and Jenny Sterns 
from Ithica, New York, Bob Dylan, Neil 
Young, The Grateful Dead, and Hooray 
for the Riff Raff.

“My inspiration comes from a variety 
of things, but often from friendship and 
romantic relationships, family, and defi-
nitely a lot about mental health and gen-
der identity and being a queer person,” 
said O’Brien. 

O’Brien identifies as a queer and trans 
woman and has explored and shared her 
gender identity through song, one of 
which, “I Know You Know” shares her 

feelings around her identity.
“This is the one I express the most 

directly how I feel about being a trans 
woman, and I think it communicates my 
experience really well about the early 
stages of coming out,” said O’Brien. 

Her song “Girl in the Blue Dress,” 
was a song she wrote in high school 
about a prom date she was close with. 
The song describes her love for her, and 
it slowly began to take on a new mean-
ing as she discovered more of herself. 

“It was partially about her, and par-
tially about me. As I’ve grown into who 
I am now and my gender identity, it 
feels like the meaning of the song has 
evolved with that, and I think now it 
describes who I am pretty well while 
also being a long song for someone 
else,” said O’Brien.

“I love when my songs have a connec-
tion with the people listening to them, 
and I think that when somebody tells 
me that my song has helped them, that’s 

really important to me. It’s a very direct 
way to connect with people, and I appre-
ciate that.” 

O’Brien came to the Clapp Memorial 
Library to share her music, and dozens 
of her dear friends and family came to 
support her and listen to the melodies 
she created. 

“It means so much to me, and I 
couldn’t do this if I didn’t have people 
coming out to my shows,” said O’Brien. 
“It’s awesome because I know when I 
perform I’ll have a lot of my friends or 
family members in the same place, and 
that’s really special.” 

You can find her music available for 
purchase on BandCam, or listen to it on 
subscriptions like Spotify, Apple Music, 
and YouTube. 

You can find her website with details 
on her next shows and more about her at 
www.aidaobrien.com, and on Instagram 
under @obrien.aida. 

Aída O’Brien singing at the Clapp Memorial 
Library, glad to sing in her home town.

MUSICIAN from page 1

PLUNGE from page 1

ples’ hair, there were warm smiles galore, 
as the community came together to sup-
port a worthy cause.

‘POLAR PLUNGE’

There goes Teddy Nadeau, jumping in with 
the best duck outfit you’ve ever seen.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
The strawberry and banana were almost frozen.
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BELCHERTOWN
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

211 State Street, Belchertown, MA
(413) 324-1138

Proudly serving Belchertown and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Friday

DOGS     CATS     REPTILES     EXOTICS
AND NOW BIRDS!

+ +

BURGUNDY BROOK FARM
Contact: Tom (413) 374-9238
HAY: Premium quality round bales for sale. 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd cut for cattle and horses. Steady supply for the 
winter season! Local deliveries available. We also have 
2nd and 3rd cut alfalfa mix baleage available.
Baleage $65 per bale • Dry Hay $85 per bale

FIREWOOD: Locally sourced, seasoned hardwood 
for sale. $325 Cut, split and delivered. We are happy 
to cut to desired length. Free local deliveries. 
Let our family help keep your family warm this winter! 
Get it before the cold weather gets here! 

‘POLAR PLUNGE’

The guys from Arcpoint Brewing Co. ready to make a 
splash.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Wearing a tutu and jumping in from Freezin’ for a Reason.

LJ Jedrey sharing an important safety brief with the 
Belchertown firefighters in yellow.

It’s always a good day to support a worthy cause. Hold your breath- its gonna be cold!

The fruits and veggies ready to jump in from the Stop and Shop team.

Waiting in line, toes 
freezing on the cold 
parking lot.



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  JA N UA RY  30,  2025PAGE 10

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

❚ OBITUARIES

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certi�cate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

BELCHERTOWN—Russell Gerald 
Balut, 80, passed away on January 16, 
2025 with his family by his 
side.   Russell was born in 
Brooklyn, NY and spent his 
formative years in Adams, 
MA.

He graduated from Adams 
Memorial High School in 
1962 and went on to earn an 
Associates of Engineering 
from Wentworth Institute of 
Technology.   Russell hon-
orably served his country in 
the US Navy aboard the USS 
Essex during the Vietnam Era.

Most recently, Russell worked 
as a mechanic for the US Postal 
Service.   Upon his retirement in 2011, 
he enjoyed spending time with his chil-
dren and grandchildren, fishing and tin-
kering with his “inventions”.

Russell was preceded in death by his 
father William Balut, his aunts Mary 
Dunaj and Helen Sadlo and his uncle 
August Balut.   He is lovingly remem-
bered and survived by his wife of over 

46 years, MaryAnn (St. John) Balut; 
his daughter Jennie DiFelice, and 

son-in-law Andrew; his son 
Timothy Balut and daughter-
in-law Melinda; grandchil-
dren Elizabeth and Nicholas 
DiFelice and Maeve and 
Emma Balut.    Additionally, 
his cousin John Sadlo and his 
wife Janet.

Family and friends are 
invited to attend a service 
of remembrance to honor 
Russell’s life on Friday, 
February 7, 2025 from 5:00 - 

7:00 p.m. at the Villa Rose 1428 Center 
St. Ludlow, MA.

In lieu of flowers the family kindly 
suggests that contributions in Russell’s 
memory be made to: The Belchertown 
Fire Association via check mailed to 
PO Box 1043 Belchertown, MA 01007, 
or to Hospice of the Fisher Home via 
check made out to “Fisher Home” 1165 
North Pleasant St. Amherst, MA 01002 
or online at www.fisherhome.org.

F r e d e r i c k  “ R i c k y ”  F r a n c i s 
Owen, aged 76, of Belchertown, 
Massachusetts passed away at home 
on Jan. 22, 2025 with his 
loving family gathered 
around him. He was born 
on Feb. 14, 1948 in Ludlow, 
Massachusetts, to Frederick 
and Edythe Brown Owen. 
His family always said he 
was born on Valentine’s 
Day because his heart was 
so big. Ricky grew up in 
Belchertown, graduated 
from Belchertown High 
School, Class of 1967, 
and raised his family in the commu-
nity he loved. He worked at Kanzaki 
Papers, then continued his education 
at Holyoke Community College, going 
on to work as a Real Estate Agent, 
and finally as part-owner of Jasper’s 
Restaurant in Belchertown. He spent 
his final years peacefully and happily 
at his daughter and son-in-law’s home, 
Waldron Mountain, in Belchertown. 
Ricky lived a life full of love, kind-
ness, compassion, and laughter. He 
doted on his beloved wife of 57 years, 
Natalie, and their children, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchildren. Ricky 
was fun-loving and always ready to 
go on an adventure; his favorite des-
tination was the White Mountains, 
New Hampshire where he’d traveled 
with his parents and siblings as a child, 
and then took his own children and 
grandchildren camping every summer, 
teaching them to swim in the coldest 
waters at Lower Falls and hike to the 
top of Mount Washington. Ricky also 
loved bringing his children and then 
grandchildren to Disney World, and 
visiting California while his son resided 
there as a musician; Catalina Island was 
one of his favorite places. He expe-
rienced Mardi Gras in New Orleans, 

skied Lake Tahoe, and visited Russia 
with his wife Natalie to explore her 
roots. Just before his illness, Ricky and 

Natalie had three wonderful 
years travelling in their RV, 
spending winters in Florida 
and summers on the coast of 
Maine. Ricky also enjoyed 
singing, dancing with his 
wife, playing the guitar, lis-
tening to music-everything 
from Frank Sinatra to James 
Taylor-or watching old mov-
ies, from musicals to mys-
teries. Ricky had many pets 
over the years and loved ani-

mals of all kinds, especially his wire-
haired fox terrier, Tuck, who was with 
him to the end. Ricky was a member 
of the Belchertown Historical Society 
and the Friends of Quabbin. He loved 
the Belchertown Fair and missed it only 
once in his 76 years. Ricky was prede-
ceased by his loving parents, Edythe 
and Frederick Francis Owen; brother, 
Terrence “Moose” Owen; sister Cheryl 
Opalenik; and sister, Judythe Snyder. 
He is survived by his loving wife, 
Natalie; daughter Tamatha and her hus-
band Wayne Waldron; son Jason Owen 
and his partner Rebecca Karkut; grand-
children Nina and her partner Pat, Mia 
and her husband Brandon; great-grand-
children Alaric, Zara, and Torin; sis-
ter Pamela Owen; niece and nephew 
Kari Bachand and Eric Opalenik and 
their families; and extended family and 
friends from Belchertown, through-
out the state, and across the country. 
The family held a private viewing at 
Beers and Story Funeral Home, and a 
Celebration of Ricky’s Life will be held 
at the family home at a later date. To 
honor Ricky’s memory, donations may 
be made to Bark in Belchertown or any 
local animal shelter, or the American 
Heart Association.

Frederick Francis Owen, Jr. 
Sunrise February 14, 1948 - Sunset January 22, 2025

Sandra Auld, surrounded by love, 
passed away ever so gracefully and 
peacefully on Jan. 23, 2025 after 
a long and courageous battle with 
Cancer.

Born in Holyoke in 1950 to 
Thomas C Auld Jr and Mabel Eva 
(Mahoney) Auld, she attended 
Holyoke public schools graduating 
from Holyoke High School in 1968. 
She went on to attend Holyoke 
Community College completing her A.A. in 1970 and 
later attaining her Master’s degree at Cambridge College. 
Sandra is predeceased by both of her parents, two broth-
ers Thomas “Tinker” Auld, Lawrence “Larry” Auld, her 
sister Heather Brown, her niece Cheryl Simanski, nephew 
Daniel Brown and by her great nephew Casey Brown.

She leaves her beloved family who will miss her dear-
ly niece Jill Hoomes of Denver, CO and nephew Toby 
Brown (Teeka), of Belchertown, along with five great 
nieces and nephew, Brett Brown (Nicole), Tiffany Besse 
(Isaias), Cody Brown (Nora), Daniel Simanski and Hale 
Hoomes, and eight great-grand nephews and nieces, Isaias, 
Angelise, Roman, Oliver, Autumn, Callan, Salina and 
Jordan, as well as many cousins and long time friends 
from the places she has lived, work, groups and organiza-
tions, churches and travels.  

During college she held several part time jobs, even-
tually taking up customer service with a variety of local 
manufacturing companies, including Ludlow Corp and 
James River Graphics, finally switching to Purchasing 
and joining Tubed Products, a division of McCormick & 
Co. in Easthampton, MA. She transferred to Maryland to 
work in McCormick headquarters and then joined Reckett-
Benkiser located in New Jersey to be closer to home in 
New England, finally returning to Massachusetts and fami-
ly in 2018 to retire.

She enjoyed traveling around the world, including Cuba, 
Europe, Kenya, and Mexico for work, pleasure and church 
mission trips. Sandra worked actively with Habitat for 
Humanity in the U.S. and Mexico, and supported the 
Heifer Project from a very young age. A lifelong alpine 
skier, she shared her love of the sport, teaching several ski 
programs and many individuals over her many years at Ski 
Butternut in Great Barrington making lifelong friends of 
her fellow instructors and students.

Sandra was seen as a gifted writer with a wicked sense 
of humor, a sharp wit, and a powerful pen. She and her 
hearty laugh will be greatly missed by her friends in her 
Cancer Connection writing and improv groups, who will 
treasure their time with her forever. Sandra was a kind and 
generous friend who spent her time uplifting and support-
ing others at every opportunity. The world has lost a dear, 
strong, beautiful woman.  

Calling hours will be held on Friday, Jan. 31, 2025 from 
5 p.m. to 6 p.m. followed by a Service of Remembrance at 
the Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral Home.  Burial will 
be held privately in the spring.  Donations may be made 
in her memory to the following organizations: Ovarian 
Cancer Research Alliance (OCRA) 14 Pennsylvania Plaza 
Suite 2110 New York, NY 10122, Cancer Connection 41 
Locust St. Northampton, MA, Habitat For Humanity, The 
Heifer Project. 

Sandra Auld
DEATH NOTICES

Sandra Auld
Died Jan. 23, 2025
Services Jan. 31, 2025
Beers & Story 
Funeral Home

Russell Gerald Balut
Died Jan. 16, 2025
Services Feb. 7, 2025
Beers & Story
Funeral Home

Frederick Francis
Owen, Jr. 
Died Jan. 22, 2025
Services are private
Beers & Story 
Funeral Home

Russell Gerald Balut

Selectboard member Glenn Sexton 
said the board had a “difficult decision to 
make,” but that was “a good thing in this 
case with the people in front of us.”

Selectboard Chair Crystal Dufresne 
said that Poreda would need to give 90 
days’ notice to her employer, prompt-
ing the question of what would be done 
when Town Administrator Chris Martin 
retired on Jan. 24. 

She called Martin who said he would 
be willing to help whether the town 
appointed the police chief or Assistance 
Town Administrator Kathy Leonard to 
the position. 

Dufresne said Poreda was also asked if 
she could start working part time.

“She did say she was willing to dis-
cuss it but would need to discuss it with 
her superintendent and school committee 
before making a formal commitment if 
we go that route,” Dufresne said. 

Sexton said he admired that Poreda 
would be honoring her contract and cur-
rent employers. 

Selectboard member David Labonte 

said he believed Poreda had experience 
that would transfer to the town adminis-
trator job.

“She has a lot of school background, a 
lot of administrative background. I think 
she’s a prime candidate,” he said.

Sexton said while it’s hard to shy away 
from a candidate like Durham, he had 
concerns. 

“My main concern with Mike is that 
he mentioned how long he’d be around 
for, which he said was two contracts,” he 
said, “That’s six years. I don’t know if 
I want to have the selectboard look into 
another town administrator in five or six 
years.”

Labonte said he was impressed with 
Durham’s resume.

“I did have concern he wouldn’t be 
here for longer terms,” he said. “We 
don’t know if there any guarantees with 
any of the candidates that are available 
now.”

Dufresne said Durham would need 
more experience such as a procure-
ment certificate and learning the 
Massachusetts General Laws. 

ADMIN from page 1

Read THE SENTINEL online at 
www.sentinel.turley.com
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WEST SPRINGFIELD – Last 
Thursday night, the Ludlow High 
School hockey team, which co-ops 
with Belchertown, battled to a 3-3 
draw with host West Springfield. 
Tannar Severyn had two goals in 
the matchup for the Lions. Owen 
Kumiega would notch the other 
score for the Lions. Charles Fijal, 
Michael Rubin, and Nick Deroin 
all had assists. Peter LeBorgne had 
20 saves for Ludlow. The Lions are 
5-5-4 heading into the final stretch of 
the regular season. 

Ludlow hockey 
plays to 3-3 tie

Tannar Severyn tries to work his way out of the back end of the ice.Liam White seeks to clear the puck.

Evan Dias follows through on a shot. Charles Fijal makes his way up the ice after 
making a recovery on defense.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Sean Kefalas makes a play on defense.

Peter LeBorgne makes a play in 
goal.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—Having a l ready 
clinched at least share of the 
Bi-County West League title for 
the third consecutive year, the 
Granby boys’ basketball team 
made the 25-minute trip to Ware 
High School last Thursday eve-
ning looking to win the league 
title outright.

The Indians, who are current-
ly in second place in the league 
standings, put a damper on the 
Rams celebration plans with a 
58-47 victory at Paul Orszulak 
Gymnasium.

“Granby is a talented bas-
ketball team and they’re well 
coached, so we do have a lot of 
respect for their program,” said 
Ware head coach Gene Rich. 
“I’m very proud of the way that 
my guys played in tonight’s 
game. This is an outstanding 
win for our basketball program.”

Granby, who saw their five 
game winning streak come to 
an end, had a 9-3 overall record 
and an 8-1 league record follow-
ing the road loss. Their other 
two losses also took place on 
the road against Belchertown 
and Duggan Academy.

Ware (8-3, 9-2), who lost at 
Granby, 59-46, on January 11, 

hasn’t won a league title since 
2019. 

The Indians can tie for this 
year’s league title if they can 
beat archrival Palmer on the 
road and if the Rams lose at 
Monson. Both of those league 
games are scheduled to be held 
on Friday night.    

“We prevented Granby from 
winning the league title out-
right in our gym, which just 
feels amazing” said Ware junior 
center Jack Gaudreau. “We still 
have a chance to tie them for 
first place. All of us have been 
playing basketball together for 
a long time and this is a very 
special team.” 

Gaudreau scored eight of his 
game-high 21 points during the 
first quarter with the help of 
three inside hoops and a pair of 
free throws, which helped the 
Indians build a 13-9 lead enter-
ing the second quarter.

It was the tenth time this sea-
son that Gaudreau has reached 
double digits. He scored a sea-
son-high 24 points in a win at 
Franklin Tech at the beginning 
of the regular season. He also 
scored 22 points in a home vic-
tory versus Southwick in the 
middle of January.

Indians snap Rams win streak
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

PALMER— In their only 
meeting of the regular season 
against Pathfinder Tech, the 
Monson boys’ basketball team 
played very well both offen-
sively and defensively, espe-
cially in the first half.  

Holding a 40-12 halftime 
lead, the Mustangs put it into 
cruise control during the sec-
ond half leading to a 58-38 
road victory over the Pioneers, 
last Friday night. 

“We normally don’t get to 
use the press defense very 
often in our league games, but 
we felt like we would be able 
to use it in tonight’s game,” 
said Monson head coach Zach 
Dreher. “We were able to cre-
ate some turnovers in the first 
half, which helped us build 
a large lead. We also had the 
chance to play our reserve 
players in the second half. It 
was a good opportunity for 
those guys to get some experi-

Pioneers fall at Monson

Cayden 
Bousquet 
heads 
into the 
paint.

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Sawyer Clarke goes for the open 
layup. Please see RAMS, page 12

Please see PATHFINDER,
page 13
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❚ SPORTS

SPRINGFIELD  — The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (18-
17-2-2) got a combined eight 
points from their top line 
but ultimately fell in a 
shootout by a 
4-3 score to the 
P r o v i d e n c e 
Bruins  (23-13-
3-1) last Saturday 
night before a sev-
enth sellout crowd 
this season at the MassMutual 
Center.

T-Birds captain Matthew 
Peca got the capacity crowd 
energized just 3:48 into the 
first period, taking a slip pass 
from Matt Luff in the high 
slot and wiring a shot over 
Brandon Bussi's blocker to give 
Springfield the 1-0 advantage.

Springfield carried over their 
strong special teams night on 
Friday by dispatching the 
Bruins' lone power play of the 
first period, but the Providence 
a t tack  kept  press ing  the 
issue. Georgii Merkulov evened 
the slate at 13:35 with a one-
touch finish from just outside 
the blue paint, beating Vadim 
Zherenko upstairs to tie the 
score 1-1.

Neither team generated much 
offense in the closing min-
utes of the period, and the tie 
game carried into period two, 
with Providence outshooting 
Springfield 10-6 in the opening 
20 minutes.

The Bruins vaulted to their 
first lead just 1:59 into the 
second period when Frederic 
Brunet found a home with a 
point shot off a faceoff play, 
making it 2-1.The T-Birds had a 
golden chance to get back in the 
game as they went to a 4-on-
3 power play shortly after the 
Brunet tally, but Bussi and the 
Providence penalty killers held 
the fort.

Later in the frame, with 
Providence on a power play, Ian 
Mitchell rocketed a one-timer 
past Zherenko, and the visitors' 
lead grew to 3-1 at 11:04 of the 

frame.
In desperate need of a spark, 

Peca and the top line provid-
ed one at 15:32 when 
the captain entered the 

zone and lifted 
a shot over the 
net. Fortunately 

enough, the puck 
careened right to 
the side of the goal, 
where MacKenzie 

MacEachern jabbed it through 
Bussi to bring Springfield back 
to within a goal, 3-2. With the 
good fortune, the veteran wing-
er picked up his fifth goal in his 
last nine games. 

On the very next shift , 
MacEachern and Peca were at it 
again, with the captain spotting 
MacEachern behind the net, and 
the winger blindly throwing a 
perfect pass in front of the goal 
to Luff, who mashed it home 
before Bussi could position 
himself and, thanks to two goals 
in just 18 seconds, the game 
was tied, 3-3, heading into the 
third. 

Springfield kept pressing 
in the final period, but Bussi 
and the top defensive squad in 
the AHL kept the home side 
from gaining the advantage. 
Zherenko was also up to the 
challenge, stopping five shots 
in the third, including a danger-
ous close-in chance for Fabian 
Lysell in the dying minutes. 

3-on-3 overtime proved to 
be a showcase of the two net-
minders' skills, as Bussi and 
Zherenko traded spectac-
ular saves during the frenetic 
five-minute frame. Each team 
had four chances to ice the 
game, but thanks to the goalies, 
a shootout would be needed. 

M e r k u l o v  u l t i m a t e l y 
made the difference, beating 
Zherenko in the opening round 
of the skills competition, while 
Bussi turned away Tanner 
Dickinson, forced Luff to hit 
a post, and then stonewalled 
Dalibor Dvorsky to earn the 
extra point for Providence.

T-Birds fall in shootout

P O RT L A N D ,  M e .   – 
Worcester’s eight-game points 
streak, second-longest in team 
history, ended here Friday 
night via a 4-2 loss to the 
Maine Mariners. The Railers 
fell behind very early, eventu-
ally trailed by 3-0, and were 
never able to summon the ener-
gy to come all the way back.

“I thought they were flat,” 
coach Nick Tuzzolino said. “I 
thought they were emotionless 
in the first period. It was not 
my favorite game with that 
group.”

The defeat was part of a bad 
standings night for Worcester. 
Two teams trailing them in the 
battle for the fourth playoff 
spot both won. Maine closed to 
within five points of Worcester 
and has three games in hand. 
Reading, suddenly very hot, 
also won.

The Royals are 5-0-1 in their 
last six games. They are just 

one point behind Worcester. 
Both teams have played 40 
games.

Griffin Luce and Jordan 
Kaplan had the Worcester 
goals. Luce’s was his fifth of 
the season, extending a career 
high. 

Jacob Hudson,  Tr is tan 
Thompson, Owen Pederson 
and Nick Jermain scored for 
Maine. Hudson made it 1-0 a 
mere 67 seconds into the game 
as the Railers got off to a tenta-
tive start.

Once again a Railers game 
was stagnated by goal reviews. 
There were two. Both went 
against Worcester. One was an 
overturn of a floating shot by 
Kaplan that went over goalie 
Maine goalie Ryan Bischel’s 
glove with Griffin Loughran in 
front in the first period.

Right after that, Thompson 
scored a power play goal that 
looked like Michael Bullion 

was interfered with. That goal 
held up.

It was a game of hard feel-
ings. There were 23 penalties 
called good for a combined 
total of 84 minutes, a season 
high.

Luce’s goal came at 6:07 
of the third period. It cut the 
Maine lead to 3-1 and was 
scored only 21 seconds after 
Pederson’s goal. Kaplan scored 
on a pretty wraparound at 
14:40 for the game’s final goal

Bischel got the win as he 
stopped 27. Bullion made 28 
saves for Worcester.

Recent Railers games have 
been overrun with goal reviews 
and it really takes away from 
the flow and momentum. 
Worcester’s last eight games 
have averaged 2 hours, 37 min-
utes. That is well above stan-
dards from past seasons.

Worcester’s point streak 
ends in loss at Maine

Tommy Baldwin Racing 
announced Wednesday that Jack 
Baldwin will pilot the histor-
ic 7NY in over 20 Tour-Type 
Modified events during the 2025 
season.

The bulk of the races will 
come on the SMART Modified 
Tour - as Baldwin will com-
pete in the full 14-race calendar 
driving the 7NY. Jack has two 
SMART Modified Tour starts to 
his credit, scoring 5th and 8th 
place finishes in 2024. 

Jack will also compete in the 
Tour-Type Modified events at 
New Smyrna Speedway’s World 
Series of Asphalt Stock Car 

Racing from February 10-14, 
along with end of the season 
events at Riverhead Raceway 
(Islip 300) and Wall Stadium 
Speedway (Turkey Derby). 
Additional events may be 
announced at a later date.

Jack is the reigning 602 
Modified champion at New 
Smyrna and has multiple 602 
Modified wins. In 2025, he will 
chase his first career Tour-Type 
win.

“Jack has run select events the 
last few years but we’re excited 
to have him a full season in the 
Tour-Type Modifieds to contin-
ue to gain experience and refine 

his skills behind the wheel,” 
team owner Tommy Baldwin Jr. 
said. “He will be running against 
stout competition in every race 
he runs.”

“I’m definitely excited to 
get the chance to race on the 
SMART Modified Tour full-
time,” Jack said. “Watching the 
series the last few years, you can 
tell the racing is tight and the 
competition is unlike anything 
else when it comes to Modified 
racing in the south. Driving 
the 7NY and working with our 
family team all year will be spe-
cial. Excited to kick it off with 
Speedweeks at New Smyrna.”

Jack Baldwin to take part in 
modified tour this season

“I’ve scored a few more 
points in two other games this 
season, but I played with a lot of 
confidence in tonight’s game,” 
said Gaudreau, who also plays 
soccer and baseball. “We moved 
the ball very well

offensively and we also 
played with a lot of energy.”

Back-to-back jumpers by 
Granby senior guard Riley 
Goodhind (9 points) tied the 
score for the fourth time at 
13-13 less than two minutes into 
the second quarter. Then senior 
guard Cody Breault (12 points) 
knocked down a 3-pointer from 
the left corner giving the vis-
iting team its only lead of the 
game. 

With 6:12 left in the first half, 
Gaudreau made a lay-up and 
added a free throw which started 
a 14-3 Ware run. 

The Indians retook the lead at 
19-16 when senior guard Jason 
Mumper buried a 3-pointer from 
the right corner. Senior forward 
Justin Grout (9 points) followed 
with a foul-line jumper.

Then Breault, who made 
a total of four 3-pointers in 
the game, buried his second 
3-pointer closing the gap to two 

points.
The Indians second quarter 

run continued with a Gaudreau 
inside hoop, a Grout base-line 
lay-up and two free throws from 
junior forward Brady Guimond 
(5 points), which increased their 
lead to 27-19 with 1:46 left in 
the first half.

With 1.8 seconds showing on 
the scoreboard clock, Granby 
senior guard Gavier Fernandez 
Jr. made two foul shots cutting 
the Rams deficit to six points at 
halftime.      

Fernandez, who scored 28 
points in the first meeting of 
the regular season against Ware, 
scored 14 of his team leading 20 
points during the second half of 
last Thursday’s contest. 

Gaudreau began the second 
half by making his first 3-point-
er of the season from the right 
side.

With 4:40 left in the third 
quarter, the Rams were trailing, 
30-26 following back-to-back 
lay-ups by Fernandez.

The Indians responded with 
a 3-pointer from junior forward 
Alex Orszulak (5 points). He 
also made an inside hoop before 
senior guard Owen McKeever 
knocked down a 3-pointer push-
ing the lead into double digits 
(38-28) for the first time.

Just like he did at the start 
of the third quarter, Gaudreau 
ended the quarter by sinking 
another 3-pointer giving the 
home team a 45-34 advantage 
entering the final eight minutes.   

Ware built a 15-point lead 
early in the fourth quarter after 
junior guard Brodi Koczur bur-

ied a 3-pointer and Grout made 
a free throw.  

The Rams then put- to-
g e t h e r  a  1 0 - 0  r u n .
With 2:30 remaining in regu-
lation, Fernandez made a steal 
leading to a lay-up, which sliced 
the Rams deficit to 49-44. Grout 
ended Granby’s run with an 

inside hoop.
With his team holding a 

51-46 lead, Koczur hit another 
3-pointer. 

Koczur, whose older broth-
er, Drew, was an outstanding 
three-sport athlete at Ware High 
School, scored all ten of his 
points during the final quarter. 
He made four foul shots during 
the final seconds, which sealed 
the victory and helped the 
Indians keep their league title 
hopes alive for another week.  

RAMS from page 11

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Raymond Colon looks to get 
around a Ware guard.

Gavier Fernandez is pressured 
as he goes for the basket.

Cody White gets a shot on the 
hoop.
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call Maureen at 
413-283-8393 to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

$1849
/each

SAVE
UP TO

33%

NAPA® Premium Performance 
Conventional Motor Oil
5 qt. 10W30, 10W40, 5W20, 5W30

$399
/each

1 qt.

10W30, 10W40, 
20W50, SAE 30W,
5W20, 5W30, 
SAE 40W

ence playing in a varsity game.”
Three years ago, Monson lost a home 

game to Pathfinder Tech, 43-39, at the 
end of the regular season.

The Mustangs defeated the Pioneers, 
84-57, last year, which was also played 
at Michael J. Kane Gymnasium.     

Seven of the ten players listed on this 
year’s Mustangs varsity roster scored 
at least two points in last Friday night’s 
non-league game.

Leading the way offensively for the 
Mustangs was freshman Trey Dillahunt, 
who scored 16 of his game-high 20 
points before halftime.

Dillahunt, who has been a member of 
the varsity basketball team since he was 
in the seventh grade, entered the road 
game with 956 career points. The plan is 
for him to score his 1,000th career points 
at home against Hampshire Regional on 
Wednesday night.

“Trey only needs 24 more points 
to reach 1,000,” Dreher said. “We’ll 
be playing another road game against 
Baystate Academy on Tuesday night, but 
we’re hoping that he does it at home the 
following night against Hampshire. I’ve 
talked to Trey about it, I think it’s going 
to be a little more special for him if it 
does take place in a home game. He’s a 
very special basketball player.”   

Dillahunt, who scored a game-high 24 
points in last season’s meeting against 
the Pioneers, didn’t make any 3-pointers 
in this year’s contest. 

He was aided by junior Jake Beaupre, 
who scored 10 of his 16 points before 
halftime with the help of four 3-pointers. 
Beaupre scored a career-high 30 points 
in an 85-69 win at Southwick three days 
earlier.

The junior duo of Austin Meacham 
and Shane Szado chipped in with eight 
points apiece. 

The other three Mustangs scorers were 
sophomore Kyle Beaudry (3 points), 
sophomore Brennan Peterson (2 points), 
and senior Tyler Labonte (1 point). 

While the Mustangs, who are mem-
bers of the Bi-County West Division, 
had a 7-4 overall record following the 
road win, the Pathfinder Tech had a 1-9 
record. 

The Pioneers played very well during 
the final 16 minutes of the contest, as 
they outscored the Mustangs, 26-18. 

Pathfinder Tech junior Aiden Girard 
scored eight of his 11 points during 

the first half, while sophomore Cayden 
Bousquet netted all 11 of his points in 
the second half.

Junior Dustyn Cook added eight points 
for the home team, while freshman 
Cassian Kowalik scored five points, and 
freshman Jordan Mbi made a 3-pointer 
with less than a minute remaining in the 
game for his only points.

Kowalik, along with sophomore Ian 
Sauri-Nieves, and freshman Grayson 
Griswold, are from Monson. 

“We do have a couple of players from 
Monson,” said Pathfinder head coach 
Ethan Ortyl. “They were very excited to 
play against their hometown high school 
tonight.”  

The score was tied 2-2 before the 
Mustangs pulled away with the help of 
a 24-2 run.

Dillahunt and Beaupre combined to 
score 15 of those points.

Meacham contributed five points with 

a 3-pointrer and a put-back hoop.
The Mustangs were leading 26-4 after 

Szado made a pair of free throws with 
56.9 seconds left in the first quarter.

The Pioneers closed out the opening 
quarter with Girard sinking a 3-pointer 
from the top of the key and a lay-up from 
Cook.

The Mustangs outscored the Pioneers, 
14-3, in the second quarter.

Trailing by 28 points at the start of the 
second half, the Pioneers played very 
well in the second half.

“Monson is one of the best teams that 
we’ve this season. We did make some 
adjustments at halftime, and we executed 
a lot better during the second half,” Ortyl 
said. “These guys always play hard no 
matter what the score in the game might 
be.”  

Kowalik and Bousquet began the sec-
ond half with back-to-back lay-ups. 

A couple of minutes later, Girard hit 

a 3-pointer from the left corner, which 
closed the gap to 42-19.

The Mustangs finished the third quar-
ter with a 13-4 run, and they entered the 
final quarter holding a comfortable 55-23 
lead.

Dillahunt came out of the game with 
three minutes left in the third quarter and 
Labonte was the only Monson starter 
who played during the fourth quarter.  

Bousquet scored nine of the Pioneers 
15 fourth quarter points. 

The only points scored by Monson 
during the final eight minutes of the con-
test was a Beaudry 3-pointer from the 
left corner.  

PATHFINDER from page 11

Dustyn Cook flies for a shot. Matthew Vanasse goes for the tip. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Cassian Kowalik holds the ball back 
before taking a shot.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certi�ed Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED CORDWOOD
All hardwood. Cut & split to your length 
$300 a cord. No delivery charge on two 
cord orders.

Call or text 413-668-7858

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, �re depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
�shing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete �nishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413) 563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS

 “We can always work something out.”

Offering tailored exercise and nutrition 
services for adults, specializing in ac-
tive and static exercise. Fully certi�ed 
in personal training and nutrition and 
insured in the state of MA. 
Call 914-708-7849 or send inquiries 
to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090. 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks:_________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            R  MasterCard        R VISA        R  Discover         R  Cash          R  Check# ___________

Card #:______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge: ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIME
2025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR
Council on Aging for the 

Town of Oakham is seeking 
an experienced 

Activities Coordinator. 
Miscellaneous duties to include sup-
porting current programs and devel-
oping new programs to increase atten-
dance and participation of the growing 
aging population in the Oakham Senior 
Center. Up to 12 hours per week (�ex-
ible) $20.00/hr. depending upon expe-
rience.  Resume should be sent to Ad-
min@Oakham-Ma.gov. or mailed 
to Board of Selectmen, Town 
of Oakham, 2 Coldbrook Road, 
Oakham, MA 01068.

COA COORDINATOR for Town of 
Westhampton. Description available 
online at www.westhamptonma.
gov. Applications accepted until po-
sition �lled.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPART-
MENT is now accepting applications 
for a FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immedi-
ately. Visit www.hampdenpolice.
com for more information. EOE

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
Middlefield, MA.  

Part-time, ~960 hrs/yr, 
$36-40,000 range.

Email resume+ cover letter 
highlighting strengths/ �exibility to

Administrative Assistant:
middlefield.assistant

@gmail.com

TOWN OF BARRE 

Cemetery Clerk
The Town of Barre is seeking quali�ed 
applicants for the part-time position 
of Cemetery Clerk. This position is 
approximately 10 hours per week and 
the minimum hourly rate is $15.00/
hour and the maximum hourly rate 
is $18.02/hour.  A full job description 
is available upon request. Applicants 
must have HS Diploma or GED, with 
a minimum of two to three years’ ex-
perience in office setting, or equivalent 
combination of education and experi-
ence.  
Interested applicants should submit a 
letter of interest to: Tammy Martin, 
Town Administrator, 40 West 
Street, Suite 697, Barre MA 
01005 or townadmin@townof-
barre.com.
For further information, please con-
tact the Board of Selectmen’s Office at 
(978) 355-2504 x135. 
A.A. / E.O.E.

WILBRAHAM UNITED CHURCH 
is hiring a sexton three evenings, 7-10 
hours per week, $16 per hour. Addi-
tional compensation for  hours needed 
for weddings and funerals. 

Please send resume to 
admin@wilbraham
unitedchurch.org

More information found at www.wilbra-
hamunitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

BRIGHT SPACIOUS 2 BED-
ROOM IN INDIAN ORCHARD, 
3RD FLOOR. $1,100. LARGE KITCH-
EN-LIVING ROOM COMBO. ELEC-
TRIC HEAT. NO SMOKING, NO PETS. 
GOOD CREDIT. 413-543-3062

GREEN STREET, PALMER New-
ly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, 
off-street parking, coin-op laundry, 
$1,500/ mo includes heat. No Pets. 
Call Tom 413-896-1555

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Where entertainers 

perform
  7. Miller beer variety
 10. Ageless
 12. River in SE Europe
 13. Able to be re-

paired
 14. Type of wrap
 15. Atomic #54
 16. Type of tent
 17. U.S. Treasury 

position
 18. Opposed to
 19. Protective cove-

ring
 21. Bridge building 

degree
 22. Clouding of the 

lens
 27. Priestess of Hera 

loved by Zeus
 28. Unacceptable
 33. Mr. T’s “The 

A-Team” character
 34. American national 

park
 36. One point south of 

due east
 37. Assist in a crime
 38. Greek mythologi-

cal personification 
of Earth

 39. A major division of 
geological time

 40. German courtesy 
title

 41. English family 
dating back to 
Norman times

 44. Discounts
 45. South American 

nation
 48. Former Milwau-

kee Buck Michael
 49. Hostile
 50. Passports and 

drivers licenses 
are two

 51. Discourages from 
doing

CLUES DOWN
  1. Supreme god of 

ancient Egyptians
  2. Nevada city
  3. Energy, style and 

enthusiasm
  4. Bird’s beak
  5. Language
  6. Midway between 

south and sout-
heast

  7. Punjab village
  8. Small biting flies
  9. Sportscaster 

Patrick
 10. A way to get 

around
 11. Repeat
 12. A way to cook 

with fat
 14. Temporary loss of 

consciousness
 17. Reciprocal of a 

sine
 18. Fir tree genus
 20. “Transformers” 

director Michael
 23. Criminals who 

steal
 24. Genus of 

leaf-footed bug
 25. Music product
 26. “Talk to you”
 29. Santa says it 

three times
 30. Doctors’ group
 31. African nation
 32. Ageless
 35. When you hope to 

get somewhere
 36. Worn
 38. Deprives of vigor
 40. Used to have 

(Scottish)
 41. Where you live
 42. Muslim ruler title
 43. Basics
 44. Type of drug 

(abbr.)
 45. Spanish soldier
 46. It precedes two
 47. Illuminated

TOWN OF GRANBY
INVITATION FOR BIDS
GRANBY JR. SR. HIGH 

SCHOOL KITCHEN 
MECHANICAL SYSTEMS 

UPGRADES
ADVERTISEMENT

The Town of Granby is 
soliciting sealed proposals 
from qualified firms, pursuant 
to for the renovation of the 
kitchen and the updating of 
the heating and ventilation of 
the kitchen and cafeteria wing 
at the Granby Junior/Senior 
High School.

Estimated Construction 
Cost: $600,000

Proposals Due: Thursday, 
February 20, 2025, 1:00 p.m

Requests for bid docu-
mentation: will be available 
via email Todd Dorman tdor-
man99@granbyschoolsma.net

P r o p o s a l s  s h a l l  b e 
enclosed in a sealed envelope 
with the following marked 
clearly on the outside: Bid 
for the renovation of the 
kitchen and the updating 
of the heating and ventila-
tion of the kitchen and caf-
eteria wing at the Granby 
Junior/Senior High School, 
with the bidders name, busi-
ness address and phone num-
ber and sent to Attn: Todd 
Dorman, Director of Finance 
and Operations, Town of 
Granby, 10 West State Street, 
Granby, MA 01033.

Bid documents will be 
available Wednesday, January 
29, 2025.

Pre-Bid walk through of 
the Granby Junior/Senior 
High School shall be held on 
Wednesday, February 5, 
2025 at 2:30 p.m. Please con-

tact Todd Dorman at 413-409-
5393 or tdorman99@granby-
schoolsma.net to verify your 
attendance at the tour.  
01/30/2025

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of February 14, 2025 the 
following motor vehicle will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:
Vehicle: 2009 Nissan Altima
Vin: 1N4AL24EX9C107717
Color: Blue
LKO: Bobbie Sanborn
Address: 
606 North Washington Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804  
01/30, 02/06, 02/13/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

GRANBY—Any person interested in 
seeking elected office in Granby must 
take out nomination papers from the 
Town Clerk no later than March 27 to 
be placed on the May 19 ballot. Papers 
will be available for issuance starting on 
Jan. 27.

Candidates must collect signatures of 
40 or more registered voters and return 
the nomination papers to the Town 
Clerk’s office by Monday, March 31.

Of�ce Vacancies for Town Election, 
May 19, 2025

• Select Board: One for Three Years
• Board of Assessors: One for Three 

Years
• Board of Health: One for Three Years
• Town Clerk: One for Three Years
• Planning Board: One for Five Years
• School Committee:  One for Three 

Years
• School Committee: Unexpired Term- 

One for Two Years
• School Committee: Unexpired Term-

One for One Year
• Commissioner of Burial Grounds: 

One for Three Years
• Library Trustees: Three for Three 

Years

Calendar of dates for the Annual 
Town Meeting and Election:

Monday, Jan. 27: Town Nomination 

papers available
Thursday, March 27: Last day to 

obtain town nomination papers
Monday, March 31: Last day to file 

town nomination papers with

Board of Registrars
for certi�cation

Friday, March 28: Last day to file with 
Town Administrator for a Private Article 
for the May 12, Annual Town Meeting. 

For a private warrant article to appear 
on the Annual Town Meeting warrant, a 
petitioner must acquire ten (10) signa-
tures of registered voters in the town.

Monday, April 14: Last day the Board 
of Registrars file town nomination 
papers with the Town Clerk

Wednesday, April 16: Last day to 
withdrawal or object town nomination 
papers

Friday, May 2: Last day to register to 
vote for the Annual Town Meeting & 
Annual Town Election

Monday, May 12: Annual Town 
Meeting

Monday, May 19: Annual Town 
Election

Town Hall public hours are Monday-
Thursday-9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Fridays 9 
a.m. to noon.

The Town Clerks office is located at 
215 B West State St., If you have any 
questions please call Kathy Kelly-Regan 
at 467-7178.

Granby nomination papers available

HAMPDEN— Join us for a celebra-
tion of creativity and inspiration. 

Scantic River Artisans will be holding 
a Big Art Show and Sale from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 8 and 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 9. There will be 
a reception held on Sunday, Feb. 9 from 
noon to 2 p.m.

The event will be held at the Hampden 
Senior Center at 104 Allen Street.

Experience an enchanting showcase of 

breathtaking artworks created by talent-
ed local artists. From stunning paintings 
to captivating sculptures, there is some-
thing for every art lover to admire.

The event is being sponsored by 
Affordable Waste Solutions and Blick 
Art Materials.

Please email info@scanticriverarti-
sans.com for more information or check 
out the website at www.scanticriverarti-
sans.com.

Scantic River Artisans Exhibit 2025
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  Removal  
■

Structural Pruning
■

Crane 
Service

■

Storm 
Damage

■

Stump 
Grinding

■

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREE




